
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Wednesday, 17 March, 1 982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): 
Present ing Peti t ions . .. R ead ing  and Receiving 
Petitions . . .  

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING 
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for F l in  
Flon. 

MR. JERRY T. STORIE (Flin Flon): Mr.  Speaker, the 
Committee of S u pply has considered certain resolu
tions, d irects me to report progress and asks leave to 
sit aga in .  

I move, seconded by the Honourable Member for 
l nkster that the Report of the Committee be received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: M i nisterial Statements and Tabl ing 
of Reports . . .  Notices of Motion . .. I n troduction 
of B i l ls 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O ral  Questions may 
I d irect the attention of honourable members to the 
gal lery on my rig h t  where we have 55 students of 
g rade 1 1  stand ing of the Warren Collegiate. These 
students are u nder the d i rection of Mr. George Shad
iack and the school is  located in the constituency of 
the Honourable Member  for Lakeside. 

On behalf of all the honourable members I welcome 
you here th is afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

M R .  SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Lakeside. 

MR. HARRY ENNS (Lakeside). M r. Speaker, I d i rect a 
question to the Honourable M i n i ster of N atural 
Resources. I wonder, M r. Speaker, i f  the M i n ister wi l l  
table with this House the announcement that he 
referred to i n  h is  press conference th is morning that 
was made by his Deputy M i n ister regarding the recent 
American proposals about the Garrison Project, this 
announcement havin g  been made, to my u nderstand
i ng ,  at the annual  meeti ng of the Action Against Gar
rison Comm ittee's meeting last March 6th. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Natural 
Resources. 

HON. AL. MACKLING (ST. JAMES): Mr. Speaker, I 
assu me the honourable member  is referr ing to the 
amendments in phas ing that has been well k nown i n  
respect to Garrison for some time. T h e  Garrison Pro
ject is one that involves phasin g  of certa in  develop-
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ments, and the Garrison proponents i ndicated some 
time ago that they were alter ing thei r  phasing and that 
has been made publ ic .  It wasn't our announcement; 
we heard the announcement; we have u nderstood 
and accepted thei r  phasing; we have reported on that 
p ubl ic ly, both at a meetin g  that was held in this b u i ld
ing and also in the Garrison Focus Office that we've 
set up i n  th i s  bu i ld ing .  There are map d isplays and 
visual a ids to indicate the nature of the present Garri
son proposition. M r. Speaker. 

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, I 'm somewhat puzzled. The 
q uestion arises out of th is M in ister's press conference 
held just th is morning at 1 0:30 a .m .  I remind the Hon
ourable M i n ister that he i ndicated to the media this 
morn ing that the report that the Provincial Govern
ment kept secret recent  American proposals to reduce 
the size of the Garrison Diversion Project were total ly 
unfounded. 

S ince they were announced by h is  Deputy M i n ister, 
M r. Carter, at the annual  meetin g  of the Action Com
m ittee Against Garrison, March 6th, Mr .  Speaker, I 'm 
specifically asking whether the M i n ister wi l l  do the 
House the courtesy of inc lud ing the members of this 
C hamber with the announcements of th is magniti
tude with matters concerning - we have always 
demonstrated a wholehearted support of th is govern
ment as i ndeed they supported us when they were 
Opposition on the Garrison q uestion. 

So, M r. Speaker, my q uestion again is, what did the 
M i n ister mean in his morning's press conference 
when he refers to a specific announcement that h is  
Deputy M i n ister made on March 6th? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, s ince the in i tiative on 
this matter of the alteration in phasing in respect to 
the Garrison Development was made by, presumably, 
the proponents of that development, my Deputy M i n
ister was not making an announcement of something  
over which we have any  control .  He was reportin g  
p u bl ic ly  a s  t o  the i nformation that he h a d  obtained 
whi le i n  Washington, which was avai lable to a l l  and 
which was confirmed by visual presentation in the 
Focus Office. There has never been any secret about 
anyth ing  deal i ng  with the Garrison so far as this 
govern ment is  concerned. We are bend ing every 
effort to try and ensure that more Manitobans, i nclud
ing  some of the media,  u nderstand what the Garrison 
Project is  al l  about. 

MR. E NNS: Can the M i n ister indicate whether or not 
he and his government is  in possession of what has 
been referred to as recent proposals by American 
authorities having to do with the Garrison project, and 
i f  so, wou ld  h e  not be prepared to share them with al l  
mem bers of the House so that we can, in a tru ly  non
partisan way, continue our  support from this Chamber 
to voice our  support i n  the strongest manner, our  
concern, to  our  American cousins? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, I don't k now whether 
the honourable member  or any of his col leagues have 
taken the time to visit the Garrison Focus Office. If h e  
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has, he wi l l  k now that for some t ime the i nformation 
that has been provided to us in respect to the Garrison 
proposals are on publ ic display, and are open to eve
ryone and there is no secrecy about them. 

Let me say for the edification of the honourable 
member, that what was involved in the new p hasing of 
the Garrison development was a proposal, or is a 
proposal, that the Garrison phasing be altered some
what so that the i rr igation projects wi l l  have a greater 
thrust in South Dakota than in North Dakota, but the 
overall project has not been changed. 

The overall project, M r. Speaker, involves a transfer 
of M issouri R iver water across a natural d ivide i nto the 
area that d rains i nto the Hudson's Bay bas in ,  and that 
is  the development of the Lone Tree Reservoir. From 
the basic reservoir systems are bein g  developed in 

phase to provide for i rrigation of lands in the U nited 
States. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member  for Turtle 
M ountain. 

MR. A. BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): M r. 
Speaker, I'd ask the M i n ister if he is aware that the 
Garr ison Focus Office is  not open to provide i nforma
tion to the pub l ic from at least a quarter to twelve unt i l  
two o'clock? 

A MEMBER: They're out to l u nch.  

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, I' l l  confess that per
haps staff has to have l u nch,  but I'm sure that in usual 
hours that they are there. We' l l  have to spend more 
money perhaps on staff, and I hope that the honour
able member  wi l l  warmly welcome that. 

MR. ENNS: I d i rect a q uestion to the Honourable F i rst 
M in ister. M r. Speaker, I've attempted to raise this as a 
Matter of House Privi lege, but I wi l l  frame it as a 
q uestion. 

We are currently deal i ng  with the M i n ister of Natu
ral Resources' Estimates. We dealt at length on Mon
day n ight  with respect to the q uestion of Garrison. Mr .  
Speaker, at  no t ime, i n  fact u nder very d i rect q uestion
ing  from my col league, the Member for Turt le Moun
tain, the M i n ister offered absolutely no new advice, no 
new news or i n formation, regarding the develop
ments that are now bein g  talked about in the Chamber 
and i n  the media. 

My q uestion to the Honourable F i rst M i n ister is,  I 
would hope, that he w i l l  not change the non-partisan 
approach that we have shown tradit ional ly in this 
House, and that he wi l l  i nclude, and he wi l l  i ndeed 
seek the support of the Opposition on the matter 
deal ing with the Garrison. We want to support and 
help the government on this issue. 

Is the F i rst M i n ister going to i nstruct his M i n isters to 
help us or al low us to do that? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. HOWARD R. PAWLEY, Premier, (Selkirk): Mr.  
Speaker, I don't k now just p recisely the i mport of the 
statement with some imp l ication of some q uestion at 
the tail-enc! from the Honourable Member for Lakeside. 

The M i n ister of Natural Resources has indicated 
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very, very c learly that th is matter has i ndeed been 
made publ ic for q u ite some t ime; has i nvited honour
able members to make arrangements to visit the Gar
rison Office; see the displays there; made reference to 
the fact that the i nformation was made available at 
earlier meet ings by the Deputy Min ister. 

Mr. Speaker. I appreciate the fact that this has been 
an issue that is so i m portant to the entire provincial 
community, that i ndeed i t  has been an issue on which 
certain ly, whi le we were in Opposition, it remained 
non-partisan. I trust that members of the Opposition 
w i l l  ensure that i t  remains non-partisan while they are 
members of the Opposjt ion j ust as we did and whi le  
we are i n  government. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker. I wonder i f  the M i n ister 
could advise the House whether the recent proposals 
that were announced by his Deputy M in ister are sig
n ificant i n  terms of the overall q uestion of Garrison? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Min ister of Natural 
Resources. 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, I'm at a loss to u nder
stand what the honourable member is  referring to. My 
Deputy M in ister has not  announced any proposals. 

I would l ike to j ust know what the honourable 
member is  talk ing about? 

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, I q uote to the Honour
able M i n ister that, "The M i n ister said that reports that 
the provincial government kept secret recent Ameri
can proposals to reduce the size of the Garrison D iv
ersion Project were totally u nfounded since they were 
announced by h is  Deputy M in ister, N ick  Carter, at the 
annual  meet ing of the Action Committee Against Gar
rison on March 6th, which was attended by the news 
media." 

Mr .  Speaker. i n  view of the recent proposals which 
were announced by the M i n ister's Deputy M i n ister, 
can he advise the House whether he considers that 
those proposals were s ignificant with respect to the 
overall q uestion of Garrison? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. S peake r, the honourab le 
member wants to play u pon the word "announced" 
and play he m ig ht .  -(Interject ion)- All r ight. A l l  
r ight. 

The news service announcement does reflect that 
the Deputy M i n ister commented on recent A merican 
proposals and responded to the suggestion that there 
was some secrecy i n  connection with them. The Dep
uty M i nister announced, i f  you wi l l ,  to the people that 
were p resent that these p roposals were a phasing, a 
change in the phas ing of Garrison, and if that's an 
announcement, that's fair game. 

I wish to an nou nce that I detect some negat ive 
attitude on the part of the Opposition in respect to any 
i ncreased opposition to Garrison, because I th ink ,  Mr. 
Speaker. they're sensitive that they didn't do enough.  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, can I ask the M i n ister 
whether, consistent with the statement g iven to this 
House by the F i rst M i n ister a few days ago, that each 
M i n ister approves press releases before they go out? 
Can the M i n ister advise the House whether he, i n  fact, 

I 
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approved this press release? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, I d id .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, having establ ish then 
that the M i n ister was in agreement with the wording of 
this press release, which said that recent proposal 
were announced, I assu me that they were sign ificant 
enough to warrant an announcement, and i f  they were 
s ignif icant enough to do that, Mr .  Speaker, I wou ld  
ask  the M i n ister why he did not make that announce
ment within this House i nstead of having h is  Deputy 
M in ister announce them, and short of announcing 
them to this Chamber, why were they not d iscussed in 
Estimates? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. S peaker,  the honourab le  
member  clearly just does not want to appreciate what 
he's being told .  I have i ndicated that this government, 
this adm i nistration, has not announced any changes 
in Garrison. We are not in a position to do that He 
knows that i t  is not open to Deputy M i n isters to make 
formal annou ncements.  This is  a reporting of what the 
proponents of Garrison have i n dicated, and i f  the 
word "announced" is  trou b l i n g  the honourable 
member, he can appreciate that can be i nterpreted i n  
the way that he i s  ind icating ,  or i t  c a n  be indicated i n  a 
common sense way that he was g iving th is i n forma
tion to the Action Committee Against Garrison and 
the general pub l ic, and the honourable member 
knows that's what was i ntended. 

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, my question was why 
did the M i n ister not make the annou ncement in the 
House, or br ing forward this i nformation when he was 
d i rectly q uestioned i n  Comm ittee? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, this is not the State 
Legislature of North Dakota and this govern ment is  
not formally pronouncing changes i n  Garrison. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, I wou ld  l ike to ask the 
M i n ister whether he considers that this i nformation, 
this new proposal put forth by North Dakota, has any 
relevance; whether he considers i t  s ignificant in the 
overall question of Garrison? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, let me rei terate. The 
Garrison Project . .  well maybe the Honou rable 
member  wou l d  l ike the floor to answer the q uestion 
-(Interjection)- Oh, I th i n k  he'd l i ke to try, but you 
don't have that opportun i ty. M r. Speaker, i f  the Hon
ourable members -(Interjection)-

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. O rder please. S ince 
the Honourable M i n ister has been asked a q uestion 
perhaps members wou ld  be courteous enoug h to g ive 
h i m  a fair hearing of the answer. 

MR. MACKLING: M r .  S peaker,  the honourable 
members know or ought  to have known, because the 
did spend some t ime in government, that the Garrison 
Project is  a very ambi tious one and it's a p hase pro
ject. The basic component of the project is  the 
transfer of water from the M issour i  R iver Watershed, 
northward over a natural divide. Phase I of that project 

is  the establ ishment of Lone Tree Reservoir .  Once 
that component is in p lace, a violation, Mr. Speaker, of 
the environment takes place. 
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Now, the honourable member wants to indicate that 
i f  there's some change down the way in Phase II o r  
Phase Il l juxtaposition,  that makes a l l  the difference 
and apparently we shouldn't be concerned. The 
change in phas ing that was announced does not alter 
our  problem and the Opposition's problem, the prob
lem of the people of Manitoba, in respect to the Garri
son Development. It doesn't alter anyth ing .  It merely 
provides for i r rigation earl ier i n  South Dakota as 
against earl ier irrigation in North Dakota. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for F l i n  
Flon.  

MR. JERRY T. STORIE (Flin Flon): I have a q uestion 
for the M i n ister responsible for Workers Compensa
tion Board. 

In view of the fact that many Manitobans are anx
iously awaiting the report, the review of the Workers 
Compensation Board, I wonder if the M i n ister can 
indicate to the House the status of that review; the 
review of the certain al legations which were made 
concerning the Workers Compensation Board? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of North
ern Affairs. 

MR. JAY COWAN (Churchill): T h a n k  you ,  M r. 
Speaker, well in response to the q uestion for the 
Member for F l i n  Flon and through you to the Legisla
ture, I'm pleased to announce that I have, along with 
the Attorney-General,  received the bu lk  of that report. 
There are some f in ish ing touches that are yet to come 
but  the bulk of the presentation on the part of the 
person u ndertaking the review have been presented 
to me. 

MR. STORIE: Can the M i n ister then ind icate to the 
House what action he'l l be tak ing  as a response to this 
report? 

MR. COWAN: By way of an answer I'd l i ke  to first 
commend the author of that report It is  a very exten
sive document and takes in several h undred pages 
with the addi tions, and I am now in the m idst of a 
detailed study of the docu ment. I wi l l  be reviewing the 
recommendations or at least the observations; there 
are no recom mendations, but the observations con
tai ned with i n  that docu ment. I'l l be provid ing  that to a 
comparison of the Lampe Report wh ich has come out 
previously and at the appropriate time wi l l  be making 
recommendations and tak ing  actions which,  I hope, 
wi l l  tend to resolve any difficu l ties which are shown to 
be existi ng now with the present Workers Compensa
tion system.  

I might  add that the document that was presented to 
me is a confidential report i n  that it contains the tes
timony of certain i nd ividuals which was g iven u nder 
confidential  cover, so I wi l l  be discuss ing the docu
ment in general terms once we've had a bit of t ime to 
review the entire presentation and to come forward 
with, what we bel ieve to be specific recom mendations. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle 
Mountain .  

MR. RANSOM: Mr.  Speaker, I thank the Honourable 
Min ister for his previous answer. 

I gather from that answer that he i ndeed regarded 
the proposal as bei ng ins ign i ficant with respect to the 
overall q uestion of Garrison. 

I would ask the M i nister whether or not then, as 
reported, that this proposal would have involved the 
suspension of Garrison's more contentious Second 
Phase and additional modifications to ensure that no 
water from the M issouri R iver  system runs north into 
the Red R iver and Lake Winn ipeg? Both Canada and 
the U .S. wou ld  have to be satisfied that the threat was 
e l im inated. 

M r. Speaker, is that an accurate portrayal of the 
proposals put forward by North Dakota and, i f  so, 
does the M i n ister sti l l  bel ieve that is  an ins ign ificant 
event i n  the overal l  saga of the Garrison? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Natural 
Resources. 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, I th i n k  the honourable 
member is  correct in the modifications i n  the phasing .  
I do not  accept that th is takes away from the general
ity of the threat to Manitoba waters. because i t  sti l l  
provides for the establ ishment o f  the Lone Tree 
Reservoir  and that is the key in this whole development. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, I would ask the M in ister 
whether or not he discussed these proposals with the 
Federal Government? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern
ment and my officials have been in com munication 
and the Federal Government are well aware of these 
modifications. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, dur ing the d iscussion of 
the Garrison issue in Estimates review a few days ago, 
when the M i n ister was being questioned, he said, 
among other things, "I t does not mean that propo
nents of the p roject are going to g ive up, they have a 
plan; they have a scheme; they're going to work 
towards the fulfi l l ment of i t. "  

Mr .  Speaker, he then proceeded t o  say - i n  
response to a q uestion from myself a s  to whether or 
not there were any proposals that might possi bly lead 
to the deauthorization of the project, in fact it was a 
very straightforward q uestion - "Does the M i nister 
have any i ndication or any i nformation concerni ng 
the probabi l i ty of the Garrison project being deautho
rized with i n  the next few months?" That was after a 
long l ine of q uestioning about any changes that might  
be tak ing  place. The M i n ister said, i n  fact, there were 
changes. He now acknowledges that, i ndeed, there 
are proposals that cou ld conceivably e l im inate the 
transfer of water. The issue was i mportant enough to 
be discussed with the Federal Government. My q ues
tion to the M i n ister remains: Why wasn't it i mportant 
enough to be discussed with the com m i ttee? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. S peaker, the honourab le  
member read h is q uestion.  His q uestion was to the 
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effect whether there were any changes that would 
deauthorize the development of Garrison, and I said, 
no. And if the honourable members would take t ime to 
l isten to what the American proponents are saying -
they're say ing we have a development and that devel
opment hasn't changed in all the time that the hon
ourable members have been sitt ing over there. I t's a 
phase development and they are prepared to alter 
some phases of thei r  development, but they're not 
prepared to g ive u p  on Garrison. They're not prepared 
to g ive up on Phase 1 ,  which is  the establ ishment of 
the Lone Tree Reservoir  and the transference of water 
from one area across a natural d ivide i n to an area 
where the waters d rain into Canada. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  for  
Pembina. 

MR. DONALD ORCHARD (Pembina): Thank you, 
M r. Speaker. I have a q uestion for the M i n ister of 
Natural Resources. 

Was he aware that his Depu ty Min ister was to speak 
to, or d id  he authorize h is Deputy M i n ister to speak to 
the comm i ttee against Garrison on Saturday, March 
6th? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable M in ister of Natural 
Resources. 

MR. MACKLING: Yes, M r. Speaker, I was wel l  aware 
of the fact that my Deputy wou ld  provide a l l  the i nfor
mation we had in respect to all of the developments i n  
respect to Garrison to the Action Com mittee on Gar
rison, to the media, and we have for that pu rpose set 
up a Focus Office that is avai lable to a l l .  -( Inter
jection) - Wel l ,  it's r ight in this bu i ld ing .  

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, M r. Speaker. S ince the 
M i n ister was aware of his Deputy M i n ister bein g  at the 
meeting and of the i nformation that he was g iving, 
and as he p h rases i t  i n  h is press release today, that he 
made an announcement, could the Min ister provide 
this House now, some ten days later, the copy of the 
announcement made by his Deputy M i n ister at that 
meeting? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr.  Speaker, my Deputy M i n ister 
made no an nou ncemen t. He advised the Action 
Committee on Garrison and i n  doing so was announc
ing  to that committee the i nformation that he had 
obtained and that is publ ic  knowledge. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, i n  the press release 
this morning the M i n ister used the word "announce
ment"; just now in his answer he used that his Deputy 
M i n ister was "an nouncing" i nformation. 

Would the M i n ister, please, provide members of th is 
House with the an nouncement and the i nformation 
g iven by his Deputy M i n ister that day, which the M i n
ister saw f it  not to provide to mem bers of the commit
tee reviewing  h is  Esti mates on M onday n ight of this 
week? 

M R .  SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
M i nnedosa. 
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MR. DAVID R. (Dave) BLAKE (Minnedosa): Mr. 
Speaker, I have a q uest ion for the M i n ister of Natural 
Resou rces; maybe an easier one; one that he' l l  be able 
to answer. 

I wonder i f  the M i n ister could advise th is House 
whether or not the Mem ber for R iver East has access 
to f i les in the Department of Natural Resources? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Natural 
Resources. 

MR. MACKLING: Certain ly  not, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. BLAKE: A supplementary. Mr. Speaker, I wonder 
i f  the M in ister could  confirm that one Paula Eyler is 
Supervisor of Leases and Permits in the Crown Land 
Section of his department? 

MR. MACKLING: Yes, I believe that's the case, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. BLAKE: M r. Speaker, I wonder i f  the M i n ister 
m ight advise th is House whether or not the Paula 
Eyler, the Supervisor of Crown Lands and Permits, is  
related to the Member for R iver East. 

MR. MACKLING: Yes, M r. Speaker, that's the case. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for K i rk
f ie ld Park. 

MRS. GERRIE HAMMOND (Kirkfield Park): I have a 
question to the M i n ister of the Environment. I wonder 
i f  the M i n i ster could i nform the House, as wel l  as the 
residents of St. James-Assini boia, of the current sta
tus of the appeal against the d ischarge of treated 
eff luent from the Warren Sewage Lagoon to Sturgeon 
Creek? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of North
ern Affairs. 

MR. COWAN: Yes, M r. Speaker, wel l  that is  a fairly 
detai led question and one which I would want to be 
able to provide fu l lest i nformation to the member for, I 
would advise the mem ber that I w i l l  take it u nder 
notice and reply to her in great detai l  as soon as that 
opportunity presents itself. 

MRS. HAMMOND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Could 
the M i n ister i nform the House which method he is  
proposi ng of the several that h is  department was 
instructed to consider by the previous government? 

MR. COWAN: Again, M r. Speaker, I would want to 
ensure that I was able to provide to the member the 
ful lest i nformation in respect to her q uestion and for 
that reason I would consider i t  advisable and would 
suggest to the member that I wil l  attem pt to provide 
that sort of detai l  and fu l l  i n formatiom to her at the 
next opportunity that I have to do so. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L.R. (BUD) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, 
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my q uest ion is to the Honourable M i n ister of Health .  I 
would ask h i m ,  in view of the fact that March 3 1 st, 
which is  the termi nation of the exist ing fee schedule 
agreement between the Commission and the Mani
toba Medical Association, is now j ust two weeks 
away, whether he can advise the House of the status 
of negotiations on a new fee schedule with the Mani
toba Medical Association? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health. 

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): Mr. 
Speaker, I met with the executive of the MMA yester
day morn ing ;  we've had an exchange of letters since 
then and there is  a reply that should be prepared. I 
expect to make a statement in this House either 
tomorrow or the next day. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, i f  the M i n ister is  about 
to make a statement within the next day or two that 
precludes a n u m ber of other questions, but I would 
l i ke to ask one supplementary; that supplementary 
being whether the Commission, as instructed by the 
M i n ister, has made a counter-offer on a fee i ncrease 
for 1 982-83 to the orig inal  position put by the MMA on 
the 1 s t  of February? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, I've repeatedly asked 
the MMA if  they would discuss the situation of fees 
i ndependently. Yesterday they made that posit ion 
very clear again, that before there could be meaning
fu l  d iscussion, they're ready to discuss, but they i nsist 
in say ing that even if there was a tentative arrange
ment reached between the two g roups negotiat ing 
they would not  b ring  th is to their membersh ip  unt i l  
and un less, f irst of al l ,  they receive a letter from me 
that I would approve, in principle, the q uestion of 
b ind ing arbitration and that the d iscussion of b ind ing 
arbitration would take place after I've approved i t  for 
the government in princ iple. 

They also state that one thing that would not, as far 
as they're concerned, be part of their pol icy, even if 
there was compulsory b inding arbitration, is  that the 
members of the Association could sti l l  opt out. They've 
also made about four or five different req uests that I 
would approve i n  princip le before they would go back 
to meaningful discussion, and u nder these circum
stances I can't see where we have any alternative but  
to stay away unt i l  they're ready to have meaningful  
d iscussions between the MMA and the Manitoba 
Health Services Commission.  

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, a f inal supplementary. 
Has the M in ister received any i n dicat ion from the 
MMA or from the Manitoba Health Services Commis
sion or any of the health fac i l ities i n  the provi nce with 
whom he is  in regu lar communication or from patients, 
Manitoba residents, that the proposed work slow
down by some members of the M M A  as urged by the 
President of the MMA, Dr. Pearson, is  in p lace or 
about to take p lace or is  i n  any degree u nder way at 
the present t ime or appears as though it w i l l  be u nder 
way within the next matter of a few days? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, i f  I may, I th ink  the 
best way to answer the honourable member is  to read 
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the statement that I was presented with yesterday at 
the 8:00 o'clock meet ing .  If there is any objection, 
that's fi ne. -(Interjection)- You don't want me to 
read it. I w i l l  g ive it to you outside the House if you 
wish. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber for  
Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a 
q uestion for the M i n ister responsible for the Manitoba 
Telephone System. Could the M in ister provide myself 
and members of the House with a recent press release 
put out by h is  colleague, the M LA for F l in  Flon,  and, I 
bel ieve the M LA for Thopm pson ind icating changes 
in television service to Northern Manitobans? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Com
munity Services. 

HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): Mr. 
Speaker, those members are responsible for their 
own press releases. I did not write their press releases. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I q uite real
ize that the Min ister may not be responsible for their 
press releases, but s i nce I am at a d isadvantage i n  not 
bei ng able to ask them q uestions d i rectly, and since i t  
is  a matter of com munications, could the M i n ister 
undertake, through h is good offices, to provide myself 
with a copy of that press release which is  of some 
i m portance to the House? 

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I have not seen copies of 
those press releases, but I'm sure, considerin g  the 
amiable nature of my colleagues on this side of the 
House, they'd be g lad to discuss this with you and 
perhaps make a copy available to you. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, M r. Speaker, I take it 
from the phrases that the M i n ister has used that those 
two members were speaking on behalf of the govern
ment and issu ing government policy? 

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, they, as freely elected 
members of th is Assembly in a democratic society 
where there is  free speech, they are entitled to make 
the statements they choose; they are responsible for 
their statements. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, I fu l ly appreciate the 
freedom of speech and access to i nformation. That is 
all that I am request ing,  is access to i nformation, and 
would the M i n ister please answer my q uestion as to 
whether those two M LAs were present ing govern
ment policy? 

MR. EVANS: As I stated just a moment ago, M r. 
Speaker, I have not yet seen those statements. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  M i n i ster  of 
Govern ment Services. 

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (Lac du Bonnet): Yes, Mr. 
Speaker, a few days ago there were some questions 
raised with respect to the amount of space occu pied 
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by the Premier's Office. I would l ike to advise the 
House that the amount of space or i ncrease in space 
for the Premier's Office amounts to some 26 percent 
or some 701 square feet additional to what existed 
prior to a month ago or so. 

Mr. Speaker, I wou ld l ike to also ind icate that there 
was a q uestion raised with respect to the space for the 
Clerk's Office, and I would l ike to respond by suggest
i ng or pointing out to members opposite that the q uar
ters that are occupied by one mem ber of the Clerk's 
office are temporary in nature. It is  a previous m i n iste
rial office, which wi l l  be turned back to a m i n isterial 
office, I presu me, some t ime in the future.  When that 
happens, of course, there w i l l  be a reduction of space 
that will take place for that particu lar office. 

I m ig ht also point out, Mr. Speaker, it might be of 
some interest to members opposite, that the i ncrease 
i n  space for the Leader of the Opposition is a 35 
percent i ncrease. 

I wou ld l ike to add, Mr. Speaker, that I'm sure that 
members who have been here, around this bu i ld ing 
for a long long t ime would  appreciate the fact that 
there ought to be a pub l ic reception area for the Pre·
m ier's Office, which I have not yet consulted on with 
the Prem ier, Mr. Speaker, because as the former Pre
m ier knows, and I am sure our current Premier knows, 
that when one has to do a l ittle b it extra or put a l ittle 
extra effort i nto hospital ity, one has to use the Premi
er's washroom in order to service the people that are 
i n  the Office of the Prem ier at that part icu lar ti me. M r. 
Speaker, I th ink  that the Leader of the Opposition 
would very much appreciate that a bar and a wash
room is not the best place to have one. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. STER UNG l YON (Charleswood): Mr. Speaker, 
in view of the non-partisan nature of the comment that 
was j ust made by the M i n ister, I'm sure that he would 
expect a rejoinder from me to thank him on behalf of 
the Leader of the Opposition, present and future, ref
erri ng to h is  colleagues for the extra space that has 
been accorded to the Office of the Leader of the 
Opposition, and to tel l h im secondly, M r. Speaker, 
that when I was the occupant of the Premier's office I 
experienced no such problems with respect to the 
washroom that obviously the present incum bent is  
experiencing.  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The Honou rable  
Member for  Arthur. 

MR. JAMES DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, in view 
of the fact that there are approximately 30,000 farmers 
in Manitoba that are feel i ng  the pressure of h igh inter
est rates, increased costs of production of crops, and 
are facing the planting season, could the M i n ister at 
th is t ime tel l  the members of this Assem bly and the 
people of Man itoba how many farmers have now q ual
ified for the Interest Rel ief Program? 

HON. W. URUSKI (Interlake): Mr.  Speaker, I am 
g iven to understand that there are approximately 500 
appl ications under way. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, I am sure there would be 
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a thousand appl ications i f  it was a program worth 
considering .  Could the M i n ister tell me how many 
people have q ual ified and received assistance? 

MR. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, I have to the tell the hon
ourable member that I'l l  take that q uestion as notice 
as to the actual n u mber who have qual i fied for assist
ance. There is no one at this point i n  t ime, u nt i l  the 
mon ies are approved i n  order that the money is to be 
paid out. If the members wish to proceed and pass the 
bil l that is  before the Legislature, I am sure that those 
payments wi l l  be made. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that it 
was an emergency i nterest relief program, is  the M i n
ister now tel l i n g  us that it's going to come as q uickly 
as the beef program that was promised by the members 
opposite who are now i n  government, that in fact 
there isn't real ly  any Interest Rel ief Program ,  that it's 
al l  a smoke screen and no honest or meaningful  pro
gram to help the farm commun ity? 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Speaker, at least the Beef Income 
Assurance Program and the Beef Assistance Program 
that wi l l  be developed w i l l  not be of the nature that the 
former M i n ister gave to farmers of Manitoba, tel l i ng 
them that he had no money and there was no pro
ducer support, and there was no assistance to be 
given to the farmers. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  Leader of the  
Opposition. 

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker, I have a q uest ion for the 
F irst M i n ister. Following u pon his statement to the 
House of a few weeks ago that the Govern ment of 
Manitoba was now discussing with the Government 
of Saskatchewan the joint Crown corporation devel
opment of potash in Man itoba, could the F irst M i n is
ter advise i f  there has been any further prog ress with 
respect to th is l iaison, or with respect to this joint 
venture, with the Government of Saskatchewan on a 
national ized potash mine? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable First M i n ister. 

MR. PAWLEY: The discussion pertained to markets 
and there's been no further discussions perta in ing to 
that. 

MR. LYON: Mr. S peaker, as I understood it, and i f  the 
First M i n ister wishes to make a correction, of course 
he can do so, but as I u nderstood it his comment at the 
t ime was that d iscussions were going on with respect 
to a joint Crown corporation venture between Sas
katchewan and Manitoba for the development of a 
potash mine as wel l  as for marketing .  

MR. PAWLEY: Mr .  Speaker, i f the Honourable Leader 
of Opposition would check Hansard he would see that 
the d iscussions were perta in ing to markets, potential 
i nvolvement with Sask Potash, with IMC or with any 
other corporat ion,  but d id  not i nvolve any question of 
national ization or any negotiations or anyth ing of that 
nature. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle 
M ountain .  

MR. RANSOM: This  q uestion is  for the  M i n ister of  
F inance. I 'm wondering how the M i n ister could  advise 
the House how the consultations on federal-provi ncial 
funding arrangements with in  the province are taking  
p lace, i n  view of  the fact that the announcement was 
made that the Mem ber for Ki ldonan, the Legislative 
Assistant to the Min ister of F inance, would be con
ducting those discussions? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of F inance. 

HON. VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere): I am sorry, Mr. 
Speaker, I m issed the first half of that q uest ion.  Could 
the member repeat that, please? 

MR. RANSOM: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I'm referring to a 
press release of January Bth in which it says that, "The 
Member for K i ldonan, Legislative Assistant to the 
Finance Min ister, Vic Schroeder, with i m m ediate 
responsib i l ity for consultation with in  the provi nce on 
current federal-provi ncial fiscal negotiations"; I am 
asking the M i n ister of F inance if he cou ld  report to the 
House how those consultations that were to be car
ried out by h is  Legislative Assistant are proceeding?  

MR. SCHROEDER: Thank  you, Mr .  Speaker, I wel
come that q uest ion and the opportun ity to answer it .  
My Legislative Assistant, the Member for K i ldonan, 
has i n  fact been assisting me since her appointment in 
terms of the necessary examination of the issues and 
provid ing advice, and has been i nvolved i n  helping to 
establ ish our specific posit ion. She has done an excel
lent job of it, I have been very happy. I have been most 
pleased to have her with me. 

I could advise the House as well that she is  work ing  
on pension reform, she  is working  i n  a n u m ber of 
areas with respect to labour legislation, and I am f ind
ing ,  M r. Speaker, that my job load has i ndeed been 
l i g htened by t hat appointment and I am very 
appreciative. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. The time for Oral 
Questions has expired. 

The Government House Leader. 

MR. PENNER: Mr. Speaker, before p roceeding  with 
the Orders of the Day, I would l i ke to raise a q uestion 
of privilege as it affects the privi lege, I bel ieve, of the 
House. 

I would refer you to the fact that in Beauschene i t  is 
said that a q uestion m ust adhere to the proprieties of 
the House in term of i nferences, i mput ing motives or  
castin g  aspersions u pon persons wi th in  the House or 
out of it; and, I bel ieve, this does raise a q uestion of the 
Privilege of the House and the way in which the House 
can function. 

I am advised that i t  is  the tradit ion of the House that 
members of the House who have, by their position, 
enormous power, do not attack, d i rectly or ind irectly, 
as was the case this afternoon, a member of the Civ i l  
Service, attack the i ntegrity of a member of the Civ i l  
Service, i n  the House. 

I regret very much that that was done, because i t  
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m ust be appreciated that civ i l  servants attacked in 
that way, and worse, by name, by d irectly naming that 
person, are defenseless, they have no way of defend
ing  themselves. They are in a sense in the em ploy
ment of the House and when they are attacked, as a 
civi l  servant was today, it not only offends the rules 
with respect to q uestions it a q uestion of the Privilege 
of the House. 

I regret that has been done; I th ink  that an apology 
is due and I would hope that one comes and is  g iven 
by the Leader of the Opposition. It should not happen. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lake
side to the same point. 

llllR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, I th ink any carefu l  reading 
of what actually transpired, both last n ight i n  Commit
tee, as was accurately reported by the media, and 
i ndeed the carefu l  reading of today's q uestion ing by 
the Honou rable Mem ber for M i nnedosa, wil l  ind icate 
that a very cautious responsible approach was taken 
in this p lace. 

A q uestion was made whether or not a part icular 
mem ber, with a l l  the authority that he has, has access 
to specific f i les, and the answer was given, "No." 

M r. Speaker, the ki nd of i nformation that was being 
offered by the Mem ber for R iver East had to come 
from departmental f i les; and the q uestion then, in my 
judg ment, regrettably as it is  - and I tried to warn the 
Honourable Member for River East about the approach 
that he was takin g  last n ig ht, but he chose to i gnore 
that advise and start to refer to specific names of 
people that had deal i ngs with the Crown Lands 
Branch. As i t  was, he named people and their names 
were subsequently printed in the media, and they 
were incorrect. He suggested that the nephew of the 
Honourable Mem ber for Virden had in some way, 
without making any case for it, got some extra privi
lege or consideration from the Crown Lands Branch. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the fact that that member's wife 
happens to have a responsi ble position i n  the Crown 
Lands Leasing Division was not something that we 
wanted to raise in this House. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I agree with the Honourable 
Attorney-General that the practice that we felt our
selves forced to indul ge in is not a desirable one; but I 
ask the Honourable Govern ment House Leader to 
refer to last n ight's activities i n  the committees and 
then, perhaps, Mr. Speaker, we can, i f  I may presume 
to offer you some advice, that the matter be taken 
u nder advisement u nt i l  that is  done. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of North
ern Affairs to the same point. 

MR. COWAN: Yes, speaking to the Point  of Privilege, 
Mr. Speaker. I th ink  that the members of the Opposi
tion, especial ly the member who has just made his 
point, should be aware that this i ncident, and the 
people that were i nvolved i n  this i ncident, was brought 
to my attention, I would suggest, well over a year ago, 
and not by a mem ber of the Civi l  Service, but by a 
citizen of the area who had some q uestions as to why 
that part icular procedure was used i n  respect to 
g ranting that land. I had discussed that with the 
Leader of the Opposition at that t ime, the now Premier 
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of the Province, and so this i nformation has been of a 
publ ic  nature, and has been so without any so-called 
leaks or any so-called preference being g iven to 
anyone in this House; it is  a matter of publ ic i nforma
tion because there are concerned citizens in the area 
who have been advised of the action and who wanted 
some answers in respect to that particular situation. 

So, I th ink  i f  they are going to suggest now that i t  
must have been that i ndividual who brought that 
i nformation forward, they should be aware of the fact 
that th is i nformation has been of a pub l ic  nature for 
q uite some time. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Turtle 
Mountain .  

MR. RANSOM: Mr.  Speaker, I be l ieve that the  
Attorney-General, the  Govern ment House Leader, 
had raised what he considered to be a Point of Privi
lege. Well ,  Mr. Speaker, a point of privi lege has to be 
fol lowed by a substantive motion. The Attorney
General d id  not have a substantive m otion fol lowing 
h is  point of privi lege; he therefore had no point of 
privilege and the discussion which took place follow
ing is  out of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. Does the M i n ister wish 
to speak to the same point. 

MR. PENNER: No. 

SPEAKER'S RULING 

llllR. SPEAKER: Order please. I thank the Govern
ment House Leader for rais ing the point.  There is 
obviously some val id ity in any attacks or imputed 
attacks on civi l  servants and, I thi nk, members do 
know that i t  is  not proper for such comments to be 
made i n  q uestion period; that a M i n ister of a depart
ment has the fu l l  responsib i l ity for that department 
and civil servants names should not be used. 

However, I understand that there is  some back
ground at a com m ittee, at which I was not present m 
not so I aaware of that; whatever was said m ight be put 
down to a lack of experi ence by the  m e m be r  
concerned. 

The Opposition House Leader is  q uite correct that a 
Matter of Privilege of the House m ust be followed by a 
substantive motion to al low the House to deal with the 
matter, which i t  was not done; therefore, there is  no 
Matter of Privi lege of the House before the House and 
we have reached Orders of the Day. 

The Honourable Government House Leader. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

ADJOURNED DEBATES ON 
SECOND READING 

MR. PENNER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. On Orders of the 
Day I would ask that you cal l the Adjourned Debates 
on Second Reading.  

MR. SPEAKER: On the Adjourned Debate, Bi l l  No.  4,  
the Honourable Mem ber for Pem bi na. (Stand) 

On Bi l l  No. 5 ,  The Honourable Mem ber for St. 

I 
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Norbert (Stand) 
On B i l l  No. 7, The H onourable M ember for K i rkfield 

Park. (Stand) 
Does the Honourable Government House Leader 

wish to proceed with Second Readi ngs. 

MR. PENNER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, would you please 
proceed with Second Readi ng on B i l ls 9 and 1 1 ?  

SECOND READING - GOVERNMENT BILLS 
BILL NO. 9 - THE INSURANCE ACT 

HON. EUGENE M. KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks) pres
ented Bi l l  N o. 9, An Act to amend The I nsurance Act 
for second reading .  

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, B i l l  N o. 9 contains a 
series of amendments to The I nsurance Act, n one of 
which i ntroduce any s ignificant new pol icy d i rec
t ions.  A l l  of the amend ments deal with four basic 
issues. In principle these are: 

F i rstly, an extension of the period dur ing which an 
action may be commenced against an i nsu rer for rec
overy of a claim, from one year to two years. 

Secondly, the requi rement that monies payable to a 
m i nor m u st be paid i nto cou rt as revised to permit  the 
money to be paid d i rectly to the public trustee. 

Th i rdly,  i t  provides for an i nc rease in the m i n i m u m  
l iabi l ity l im its u nder T h e  H ighway Traffic Act. 

Fourth ly, there is  a provis ion to control the estab
l ishment of agencies that are set up for the sole pur
pose of plac ing insurance requirements for a s ingle 
cl ient or a g roup of cl ients. 

As far as possible and practical it is des i rable to 
maintai n a h igh  level of u nifor mity of i nsurance law i n  
a l l  jur isdict ions i n  Canada. Some other jurisdictions 
have a l ready i ncorporated these amendments i nto 
their  statutes and after careful consideration these 
changes have been recommended for Manitoba. 

These recommendations have been accepted and 
the i ntroduction of these amendments approved and I 
com mend them to the members for their considera
tion and enactment. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is i t  the pleasure of House to adopt 
the motion? 

The Honourable Member for Virden .  

MR. HARRY GRAHAM Virden): M r. Speaker, I beg t o  
m ove, seconded b y  t h e  Honourable Member for 
Tuxedo, that debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

Bill NO. 11 - AN ACT TO AMEND 
THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  N o. 1 1 , The Honourable M i n ister 
of H i ghways. 

MR. USKIW presented Bi l l  No. 1 1 , an Act to Amend 
The Highway Department Act for second reading.  

MOTION presented. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, I want to indicate to the 
mem bers opposite that this is  a techn ical piece of 
legislation. I don't believe that there's any pol icy 
changes that are being i ntroduced here. I t  s imply 
reflects the fact that the department has been reor
gan ized and responsib i l ities have been added to the 
department over the last number  of years, namely i n  
the area of marine transportation, aircraft transporta
t ion and th ings of that nature that have been added to 
the role of the department. 

The Provincial Auditor has drawn to the attention of 
the department some whi le  ago as I understand it, that 
we ought to tidy up the Act in order to spe l l  out the 
responsib i l ities of the Department of  Highways hav
i n g  to do with, n ot only road transport but a i r  trans
port and marine transport and this legislat ion g ives 
effect to those technical changes. 

There is  also provision here which will provide for 
reg ulations which wi l l  spell out how we handle i nter
est on holdback charges. Those are the two main 
areas encompassed i n  this B i l l , Mr .  Speaker, and I 
commend it to the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. fllMON: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Honourable M em ber for Virden, that debate be 
adjourned on this B i l l .  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of F inance. 

Bill NO. 14 - THE INTERIM 
APPROPRIATION ACT, (1982) 

MR. SCHROEDER presented B i l l  No. 1 4, The I nterim 
Appropriation Act (1 982) for second reading .  

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. SCHROEDER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. B i l l  1 4, 
The I nter im  Appropriation Act 1 982 is required to 
provide i nter im  spendi n g  authority for departmental 
expenditures in the 1 982-83 fiscal year commencing 
Apri l  1 st pending approval of The Appropriation Act 
( 1 982) .  

The amou nt of  spending authority requested is  
$794,236,590 being 30 percent of the total amount to 
be voted exc lud ing statutory i tems as set forth i n  the 
Main  Est imates of expenditure as fol l ows: 

T ot a l  g e n e r a l  s t a t u t o r y  a p p r op r i a t i o n s ,  
$1 36,258,600; 

Total sums to be voted, $2,647,455,300; 
Total Main Estimates of expenditure, $2,783,7 1 3,900; 
The I nterim Supply calcu lation is  30 percent of the 

$2,647,455,300. s u m  to be voted, wh ich  equals 
$794,236,590. The requested percentage of 30 per
cent for 1 982-83 is the same as that used in The I nte
r im  Appropriation Act (1 981 ) and should provide 
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spending authority u nt i l  early J u ly. 
In 1 981 -82 actual expenditure to the end of J une, 

excluding statutory items, was 25.9 percent of the 
total sum voted under The Appropriation Act (1 981 ) .  

B i l l  1 4  is  requi red t o  provide i nterim departmental 
spending authority effective Apr i l  1 st to i nsure the 
conti n ued operation of government. When B i l l  1 4  
reaches the Com m ittee stage I can provide members 
with a section-by-section explanation. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turt le 
Mountain.  

MR. RANSOM: I move, seconded by the Honourable 
Member for Fort Garry that debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House 
Leader. 

666MR. PENN ER: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by 
the M in ister of F inance, that Mr. Speaker do now leave 
the Chair and the House resolve itself i nto a Commit
tee to Consider of the Supply to be g ranted to Her 
Majesty. 

MOTION presented and carried and the House 
resolved itself i nto a Committee to consider of the 
Supply to be g ranted to Her Majesty with the Honour
able Member  for F l in  Flon i n  the Chair  for the Depart
ment of Com mun ity Services and Corrections and the 
Honourable Member for The Pas i n  the Chair for the 
Department of Natural Resources. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 
SUPPLY - NATURAL RESOURCES 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas): We're 
on Page 97 on Lands on 6 . (a) ( 1  ), and I ' m  wonderin g  i f  
w e  can go item b y  item rather than span n i ng the 
whole parameter; I think we would  make m ore pro
gress i f  we stuck to item by item. 

The Member for Arthur. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Chai rman, I ' m  i nterested in the 
comments that were made last n ight by the M i nister 
and as well some of the answers that have been g iven 
and I ask for your d i rection if l "m not in the part icular 
area that I should be i n  these questions but it 's i n  
relationshi p  t o  the Department of Natural Resources 
or the Department of Natural Resources in relation
sh ip  to the Department of Agriculture. We have been 
g iven answers by the M i n ister of Agriculture that any
th ing to do with Crown lands would  be answered by 
the M i n ister of Natural Resources. Is that the case? Or 
has there been any pol icy changes in the responsib i l
i ty within the two departments? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chai rman, n ot to my knowl
edge. It is my u nderstand ing that there is  some over
lap i n  the i nterests of the two departments naturally, 
but certain ly I wil l  endeavour to answer questions 
here in respect to Crown lands generally. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr.  Chairman, i n  that regard, then, 
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the Department of Agriculture wi l l  be adm i nister ing 
the leases of Crown lands when i t  comes to the oper
ating of them, and when it comes to the sale of them 
the Department of Natural Resources wil l  be the lead 
min istry or the m i n istry that's in charge of the sale 
policy of the Crown lands. 

MR. MACKLING: Yes, I bel ieve that wil l  cont inue to 
be the process. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman, the member last n ight  
referred to the study that was taking  place bein g  
referred to t h e  Department o f  Government o r  t h e  sub
committee of Cabinet, who are the M i n isters on the 
Provincial Land Use Committee? 

MR. MACKLING: I ' l l  try and recall them from memory; 
I don't have the l ist i n  front of me, Mr.  Chairman: the 
M i n ister of Agriculture, Mr .  Uruski ;  the M i n ister of 
H ighways and Government Services, M r. Uskiw; the 
M i n ister of M u nic ipal  Affa i rs, Mr .  Peter Adam; the 
M i n ister of Northern Affa i rs and Environment, M r. 
Cowan ;  and I th ink, other than mysel f, that's the 
comm ittee, M r. Chairman. 

MR. DOWNEY: When the Comm ittee has made the 
assessment that you referred to last n ig ht, wil l  i t  be 
you as the M i n ister that reports to the members or w i l l  
it be the  Chairman of  the PLUG Com m ittee, who can 
we look forward to presenting that report? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  I ' m  not sure how 
that pol icy decis ion w i l l  be annou nced, but whatever 
is  the appropriate manner wi l l  be followed. 

MR. DOWNEY: I don't know why the member  put the 
special emphasis on the word "announced" . . .  

MR. MACKLING: Because that wou ld  be a policy 
decision of this government, M r. Chairman. 

MR. DOWNEY: I t  hasn't been the practice in the past, 
Mr. Chairman, to see announcements made, other 
than by Deputy M i n isters. M r. Chairman, I 'd l i ke  to ask 
the Min ister, he does have fairly large tracts of land 
that fall within the Crown lands admin istration and 
the Department of Natural Resources - two particu
lar  areas i n  the province that are of fai rly major i nter
est to the farm com m unity, does the M i n ister plan to 
follow the same pol icy g uidel ines as were i ntroduced 
under The Farmlands Protection Act for non-residents 
of Canada - non-residents of Canada which by 
changes in legislation were made by our admi n istra
tion, members of the Progressive Conservative Party, 
that non-residents were restricted to 20 acres - does 
he plan to carry out that part icular pol icy as i t  relates 
to the adm i n istration or the lett ing of leases for Crown 
lands in the Province of Manitoba? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  as the Th rone 
Speech indicated, the speech read by Her Honou r the 
Lieutenant-Governor, there w i l l  be legislation bein g  
brought forward t o  strengthen t h e  farm lands protec
tion in this province. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman, the M i n ister missed 
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the point of my question. I asked h i m  if the same 
pol icy application would  apply to the al location of 
Crown land leases as wi l l  be appl ied to the ownersh ip 
of agricultural land i n  th is province? 

MR. MACKLING: Well of course, M r. Chairman, i n  
respect to farmlands protection,  I've indicated that 
that matter is  u nder policy review and there w i l l  be 
legislat ion bei ng brought i n .  In respect, therefore, the 
determinants that will be appl ied, of course, that wi l l  
be subject to review. 

MR. DOWNEY: To be more specific, M r. Chairman, 
the previous M i nister i n  two part icular areas had pro
posed a plan or program to put in place an operational 
committee for some large tracts of Crown land or to 
be more specific: (1 ) the Saskeram area in the P rov
i nce of Manitoba, (2) i n  the P l u m  Lakes area of Mani
toba which is i n  the Arthu r  Constituency. The policy 
question that I was asking,  is  the M i n ister going  to 
follow the same guidel ines as they're preparing for 
the ownership of C rown land to apply to the large 
tracts of either agr icultural  land or non-agr icultural 
land as i t  relates to the resources of Manitoba. 

MR. MACKLING: Well ,  M r. Chairman, I ' m  sure the 
honourable member knows the determinants that h is  
previous admin istration had or had i n  m ind  i n  respect 
to these developments. I ' m  not as fami l iar  with them 
obviously as he is .  I 'm not altogether sure what the 
honourable member i s  t ry ing to get at and I 'm at 
somewhat of a loss to therefore be able to respond to 
his questions. 

MR. DOWNEY: Wel l ,  if I can be of help to the M i n ister 
then I 'l l  be more specific. I n  t he area of the Saskeram 
of the Province of Manitoba which is  in The Pas area 
wh ich  I 'm sure you, Mr. Chairman, have some k nowl
edge of - is a large tract of land which is  operated by 
the C rown.  I t  has been u nder lease by an organization 
k nown as D ucks Unl i mited which,  by the way, i n  a lot 
of cases have been part of the development of a lot of 
land in this province. 

I am aware of the fact that the lease agreement is  up 
on the - someth ing l i ke 1 983. The land has, as the 
M i n ister has indicated, and I again w i l l  pursue this i n  
another question, b u t  I would l i k e  to further pursue i t  
a t  a later t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  l a n d  has g ot a n d  it's been 
identified by both the Department of Agricultu re and 
Natural Resources, has both agricultural potential 
capabi l i ties as well as i t  has some wild l i fe and other 
capabi l i ties. 

Is the M i n ister going to be consistent with the leas
ing  of that property? Is he going to be consistent with 
restr ict ing i t  to residents of Canada, operators of that 
part icular area, or is  he going to al low nonresidents to 
lease large tracts of land l i ke the Saskeram to nonres
idents of th is country? 

MR. MACKLING: Well ,  I would  l i ke  to know what 
non-resident the - if he's talk ing  about Ducks Unl i m
ited as being a non-resident - would  the member 
clarify that? 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, I w i l l  leave that for the 
M i n ister to decipher for h imself. I am talk ing  about his 

own pol icy that he is  a m e m ber of a g overn ment that 
bel ieves that residents should operate the farm land. 
Does he carry that same policy t hrou g h  when it 
comes to the use and the operation of m ulti-use land, 
that it should be avai lable to the residents of Manitoba 
and not leased out to large corporations or corpora
tions that are from outside of Canada? 

554 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman, I don't know what 
the honourable member's questions are designed to 
determine. Presumably, he wants to identify th is 
administration as being against the ownership or leas
ing  of land by non-residents. He's try ing ,  I suppose, to 
indicate that D ucks Unl i mited with whom lease 
arrangements have been made throughout this prov
i nce over the years, would  therefore have some d i ffi
culty in cont inu ing a lease arrangement in the Saske
ram or P l u m  Lakes or elsewhere. I don't know whether 
it's helpful to pursue that kind of question ing .  

Both the Saskeram and P lum Lakes are un ique in  
respect to the chal lenge that they present i n  respect 
to use of that property for both wi ld life habitat, bein g  
ducks a n d  muskrats a n d  other f u r  bear ing an i mals, 
and also the i nterests of agriculture. Those aren't easy 
areas to deal with and I don't th ink  that I ' m  going to 
comm it myself to being very strongly i n  favour of the 
predominant use by agriculture or the predominant 
use by wi ld l ife. I t h i n k  that we have to be pragmatic i n  
respect t o  the use of areas l ike that. 

As I ind icated earl ier,  obviously there'l l  be t imes 
when,  because of c l imatic condit ions where we have 
- and have had drought circumstances where we feel 
constrained to encroach somewhat on wi ld l ife refuge 
to provide for the harvest ing of hay or other forage 
and I th ink  th is is only sensible. One has to be prag
matic in respect to the problems involved in m u lti-use 
areas and I can i n form the honourable member  that 
my officials wil l  and are actively pursu ing meetings 
with l ocal people at th is stage particularly i n  respect 
to the Saskeram because, as the honourable member  
points out, lease is  coming  up for renewal i n  the  fol
l ow ing year and we are certain ly pursu ing in d iscus
sion with the people affected; farmers in the area, the 
I ndian people in the area and the people i nterested i n  
the game and wi ld l ife habitat i n  the area, t o  try and 
determine reasonable usage of these areas. 

That w i l l  be our pol icy, a very pragmatic and rea
sonable one, and I don't k now whether I can g ive the 
honourable member any more assurance than that. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, in that l ine of thought 
there was a proposal put forward fol lowing meet ings 
and consultations with the people from The Pas and 
the people from the P l u m  Lake a rea which I have to 
compl i ment you r predecessor, who d id an excel lent 
job i n  bringing together the g roups in those part icular 
affected regions, the Member  for Lakeside. Mr.  
Chairman, I would  ask the M in ister t hrou g h  you, at 
what stage is  the appointment of the comm ittees at? 
Is there, in fact, people, have they been named, is  that 
process in place, because I th ink  it is  u rgent that 
policy be carried on with. Because I do agree that 
there is  room for mu l ti-use i n  those areas; I do bel ieve 
that it's a matter of keeping a balance in society; I have 
certain ly nothing  against Ducks Unl i mited; what I am 
trying to do is  f ind  out what the  policy of  th is govern-
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ment is  in relationship to leasing large tracts of land 
versus private ownership. Does i t  hold consistent or 
do they bel ieve that for certain g roups in society there 
should be large tracts of land leased whereas large 
tracts of land from outside of Canada shouldn't be 
owned? 

D ucks Unl i mited have done some good work in 
putt ing together some programs in specif ic areas. 
However, I wou ld  l i ke to see, a further recogn ition of 
the fact that the farm com m u n ity, in a l ot of cases, 
provide a l ot of feed in the Government of Manitoba 
and i f  Canada have put in place programs to deter the 
damage done by the ducks that are bred i n  some of 
the areas, I would  th ink  that it would be posit ive d i rec
tion to take to further work on the compensation pro
g ram,  if they have money to spend to put in the hatch
ing and the mechanisms to further work with the 
government and the department to put in place those 
k inds of programs to assist in the feeding  of the 
ducks. 

B ut, more specifically, I want the answer, is the 
program of putt ing together a local management 
committee for Saskeram and P lum Lake being carried 
on and have there been members named, and when 
do they expect that committee to exercise its activity? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman, I have indicated that 
my officials have been in comm u nication with i nter
ested parties, parties that obviously have an i nterest 
in the m ulti-use of the Saskeram and an advisory 
com m ittee presumably w i l l  be formed shortly. We are 
going  to be asking for recommendations from the 
people i nterested in the best use and how the area is 
to be used effectively for the com m on i nterests of a l l .  

I n  respect to the Plum Lake area, as the honourable 
member  probably k nows, there is  some difference of 
opin ion as to lake level, appropriate lake level there, 
and its not an easy matter to determine. That matter 
w i l l  be referred to the Manitoba Water Commission, 
so that hearings can be held so that a l l  interested 
people, inc lud ing farm people i nterested in the agri
cu l tural use of m ore land, the people i nterested i n  the 
recreational use of that area and al l  i nterested people 
wi l l  have an opportu nity of making representation i n  
respect to the use of and the advancement of that area 
and certain ly  we w i l l  be i nterested in havin g  that, the 
Water Comm ission have that publ ic  d ialogue and 
make recommendations to government. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman, specifically on that, 
when and where does he expect the Com mission 
hearings to start? 

MR. MACKLING: I haven't got the details. That mat
ter has been referred to the Com m ission and I ' l l  be 
gett ing specifics later on. I assume that I may be in a 
posit ion to announce that later du r ing the course of 
this Session of t he legislature, but I don't have those 
particu lars now. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman,  on the al location of 
lands used for m u lti-purpose, the M in ister last even
ing gave us some examples. Would  that be in l ist of 
priority, or does he have a l ist of priority on how h is 
department l ooks at the use of land? I w i l l  g ive h i m  an 
example. He ind icated that there were uses for recrea-
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t ion, there were uses for wi ld l ife and then of course we 
found agriculture coming along n u m ber th i rd .  Is there 
any part icu lar area of priority or is  there a work ing  
com m ittee w i th in  the  two departments to make  sure 
that each g roup i n  society gets equal say as to the 
capabi l it ies and the need for i t  with in the different 
comm un ities? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman, I th ink  each parcel 
of land has to be looked at ind ividual ly. One can't take 
al l  of the Crown Lands in Manitoba and say, well the 
first priority in use will be this or that. One has to look 
at the land and then get the best advice you can from 
people i nterested and k nowledgeable about the best 
use of the land and where that's i nd icated to be agri
cultural  and that's the best advice you're goi n g  to get, 
obviously the pol icy decision w i l l  reflect that or hope
ful ly it w i l l .  

In  respect to another use ,  i t  may be that  the h ighest 
and best use recommended by the most k nowledgea
ble people wi l l  be for wi ld l ife habitat, recreation, natu
ral resource protection, whatever. That advice wi l l  
certain ly be l ooked at ,  but  to say that there wi l l  be 
priority - agriculture, first; wi ld l ife habitat, recrea
tion, second, th i rd; that I don't th ink  enters i nto it. You 
look at each area l ike you look at the Saskeram or the 
P lum Lakes. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman, can we expect the M in
ister to reintroduce a policy of purchasing agricultu
ral land to turn i nto wi ld l ife management areas as was 
a policy u nder the adm i nistration prior to 1 977 when 
we took office? 

If I could  just add a l ittle m ore to it, there were some 
400 and some thousand acres of agricul tural  land 
bought by the Department of Resources u p  to that 
part icular time. Does he plan to reintroduce that 
pol icy? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman, if priorities permi t  
and it is  obviously desirable i n  specific areas to 
i ncrease wi ld l ife habitat certainly we wi l l  want to  
pursue that. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman,  in view of the fact that 
when the provi nce buys land for wi ld l ife management 
areas that land is taken off the tax rolls  - in a particu
lar  m u nicipality in my own constituency I th ink  there 
was some 1 1 , 000 acres removed from the tax rol l 
which is an i mmediate burden on the additional tax
payers to carry the road costs and all those other 
costs because governments have removed the land 
from their tax base. And i n  l ieu of the fact that the 
government-owned bu i ld ings in cities and towns, for 
example, l i quor commissions and other government 
bu i ld ings get g rants in l ieu of taxes, wou ld  the M i n is
ter, when he is  consider ing this policy consider the 
payment of g rant i n  l ieu of taxes when it comes to the 
govern ment purchas ing the land base i n  the Province 
of Manitoba? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman, I m ust speak - now, 
the honourable members say you can't speak as an 
individual - wel l ,  this is a matter, as I ind icated i n  my 
contri bution to the Throne Speech where my per
sonal preference is to provide some i ncentive for in di-

I 
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viduals, let alone g overnment to return margi nal  land 
to wi ld l ife habitat or wet land rather than exploiting 
the land for borderl ine agricultural practice. That is  an 
i ncentive that we provide, and this is  my own th ink ing ,  
a provision where these lands wouldn't be taxed. 

However, it's n ot an easy question as the honour
able member knows because he was a member of an 
adm i nistration that, of course, presumably did or 
might  have considered th is problem and it costs a l ot 
of money and the honourable member knows what 
budgetary constraints government has, and to the 
extent that g overnment can m ove towards this k ind  of 
th ing .  I th ink  that's desirable and I ' m  sure the honour
able member has that view h imself. But whether or not 
a l l  the t h i ngs we want are possib le  as quick ly as we 
want, it's d i fficult to say. 

MR. DOWNEY: I th ink  that the M i n ister did get the 
specific point that there is, what I would consider 
somewhat of a discrim i nation between those taxpay
ers in the cou ntry and those in the city where we have 
government bu i ld ings,  they receive - the town or the 
city jurisdictions - get a grant in l ieu  of taxes to pay 
for the services that are provided in the towns, vi l l ages 
and cit ies. What I ' m  asking ,  and the M i n ister has not 
g iven me a direct answer, but he's g iven me, i t  wou ld  
be n ice i f  he had the money. I ' m  sure the rural m u nici
pal it ies can use that in a lot of cases and I would 
certain ly th ink ,  as he indicated, we were admin istra
tion for a few years too. We d idn't  i mplement it but I 
would  hope, and that was one of the fee l ings that I 
had, that t.hat shou ld  be moved on, that there shouldn't 
be a discrim ination against the rural comm u n ities that 
have to carry the costs of a govern ment decision buy
ing  wi ld l ife management area; removing it from the 
tax rol ls  without, at the same t ime, particularly when 
he says he's prepared to i ntroduce this program 
again,  part icularly at the same t ime he i ntroduces it, 
that that would  go alon g  with it , that he wou ld  provide 
a grant in l ieu  of taxes if land was taken off the tax role 
for the benefit - remember th is - for the benefit for 
al l  the people of Manitoba, not just for a specific smal l  
area in the province. So I think to remove the d iscrim
i nation should be defin itely considered w hen i ntro
ducing any change in pol icy. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman, obviously I th ink  the 
honourable member wishes that I have m ore success 
in advocat ing some of the concepts that he seems to 
share with me than he had with his colleagues when 
he was i n  government then. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, i f  he's referrin g  to the 
success that I had, we had a lot of success. -
( I nterjection) - That's right, Mr. Chairman, the M in is
ter now has stopped the process of sel l i ng  land which 
put Crown land onto the tax base for the mun ic ipal i
ties to receive it .  On that part icular issue, Mr. Chair
man, I would l ike to ask the Min ister, he referred to the 
n u m ber of 560 appl ications for some, how many, 1 400 
and some parcels? 

MR. MACKLING: Yes. 1 400 and 

MR. DOWNEY: Could  he tell me what constitutes a 
parcel of land? 
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MR. MACKLING: A quarter section general ly,  or 
somewhat less, maybe 1 58. 

MR. DOWNEY: So then, we could deduct from that 
the current appl ications that are in p lace. I 'm trying to 
get away from the whole arg ument of the reason that 
I 've heard again from the members opposite that 
they're stopping i t  because 21 quarters or certai n  
large parcels may b e  going t o  one or two ind ividuals.  
We would say on the average, Mr. Chairman, at that 
rate there are 560 appl ications currently i n  place for 
some 1 4  or 1 500 parcels of land. Mr. Chairman, that 
fits right along the l ines with what the Member for 
Springfield ind icated he wanted to see happening;  
that he wanted to see people, youn g  and smal l  
farmers gett ing land. I t  averages out ,  Mr. Chairman, 
for the benefit of the members of the committee - a 
three-quarter section per individual on that basis. I 
would really have to question the reasoning for stop
p ing that program .  It's a matter of some 560 people 
applying for some three-quarters each ,  Mr. Chair
man ,  and I wou ld  defin itely th ink  it is a pol icy that was 
he lp ing young  people get ahold of a parcel of land.  I t ,  
i n  fact, was putt ing those parcels of  land on the tax 
rolls of those mun ic ipal ities so that those mun icipal i
ties could help the comm un ity with better roads, bet
ter services and everything  else. So I would have to 
th ink ,  if you look at it in the total picture, that we have 
the k ind  of pol icies that were very much in the best 
i nterests of the people of Manitoba. 

MR. MACKLING: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, the honour
able member is obviously wanting to make a case that 
the sale of these agricultural Crown lands is  advan
tageous from the point  of the m un icipal governments 
because they'l l get taxes that they otherwise wou ldn 't 
get. 

The honourable member should know that they 
receive taxes because the land is  leased and so there's 
no change at a l l  there, and so h is  argu ment isn't worth 
reviewing,  Mr. Chairman. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, for the member's 
i nformation, saying that i t  isn't worth pursuing,  we wi l l  
pursue i t  because when the land is  bought by a wi ld
l i fe or for a wi ld l ife management area, it is  taken off 
the tax rol l ,  and that's the point I was making.  It is  
taken off the tax rol l ,  and if  he th inks that's a trivial 
argu ment, let h i m  make i t  to the m u nic ipal it ies. 

I w i l l  also concede that i f  there is  agricultural leases 
on it, that there is  in fact a smal l  tax being paid to the 
m u nic ipalities. I agree with that, but certain ly ,  Mr. 
Chairman, we don't want to mix  the two issues. 

MR. MACKLING: You d id. You did. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, there is a case that can 
be made for the munic ipal ities who i n  fact should be 
treated as equal citizens or equal jurisdictions in th is 
province, the same as cities and towns. 

Mr. Chairman, I th ink  probably in l ight  of some of 
the answers the M i n ister has g iven ,  it w i l l  raise cause 
for further debate and d iscussion when it comes to 
other areas of the comm ittee. 

There's just one other point, when he talks of m u lt i
jurisdictions at t ime of drought, does he have a mech-
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anism or a work ing relationship with, in part icular, 
D ucks Unl i mited who are holders of lease land that 
have capabi l i t ies of having hay taken off them for 
cattle producers or people who need that part icular 
parcel of land dur ing t i mes of d i fficulty, does he have 
a work ing  agreement with Ducks Unl i m ited where the 
farmer can harvest the hay and remove i t  from that 
land that is u nder lease to Ducks Unl i m ited or is he 
working i n  that area to put i n  place a mechanism that 
can g ive the farmer the assurance that even though  
the  land  is  leased by  the  government to D ucks Unl i m
ited that the province can go i n  and say, we would l ike 
that hay for that l ivestock producer. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman,  to my k nowledge 
there hasn't been and I don't know whether i t  neces
sarily would  be a formal ity to arrangements in that 
respect. 

It 's my belief and u nderstanding that the people i n  
Ducks Unl i m ited are people o f  good w i l l ,  a n d  that 
w hen in the past there has been a request for consid
eration, that it hasn't been an insurmountable prob
lem. I m ight say further in respect to the whol e  ques
t ion that the honourable member was talk ing  about -
he was ta lk ing about Crown land sales - and we're 
talk i ng  about agricultural Crown lands - and he 
seemed to be going back and forth in respect to the 
effect on m u nic ipal  taxation, and I think now that we 
both understand what he was talk ing about, f ine,  I ' l l  
let that pass: but  let me say i n  respect to Crown lands 
that are wi ld l ife habitat, general ly those lands as the 
honourable member knows, are so marg i nal i n  nature 
in respect to their value  for agr iculture, that there's a 
m in i mal tax base on them i n  any event. Not to say that 
there's noth ing ,  and I 'm not d isagree ing with t he con
cern about extensive amount of Crown land left i n  
wi ld l ife habitat a n d  its effect o n  t h e  m u n icipalities. We 
share the same concern, but I don't th ink  it's as large a 
problem and hopeful ly therefore there m i g ht be m ore 
opportu n ity there for something to be done than what 
he i m pl ies. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member  for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you , Mr .  Chairman.  We had a 
fai rly substantial discussion as to why the M i n ister 
has halted the sale of agricul tural Crown l ands l ast 
n ight, and my colleagues, the Member  for Lakeside, 
the Member for Emerson, I bel ieve, the Member for 
Turt le Mountain, the Member for M orris all posed 
various questions to the M i n ister as to real ly what he 
hoped to d iscover i n  this review. 

As my col league, the Member for Arthur, has 
pointed out, it's of benefit to a great n u m ber  of smaller 
operators in this province to purchase one, two or 
t hree-quarter sections of Crown land, and i t  seemed 
to me that last n ight the only val id  reason that the 
M i n ister could  offer was this spectre of 20 quarters 
being sold to one applicant . .  

MR. MACKLING: Thirty-three. 

MR. ORCHARD: . . .  and I g uess, Mr. Chairman, my 
question to the M i n ister since he very adroitly avoided 
answering i t  last n ight  to the n u m ber of questioners, is 
whether he agrees or disagrees with the sale of agri-
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cultural Crown land to leaseholders. 

MR. MACKLING: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I thank the 
honourable member for h is  backhanded compl iment.  
I w i l l  take any compli ment, I g uess. 

In reference to the n u m bers, of course, I did men
tion the number 2 1 ,  but I also mentioned the n u m ber  
33. That is  the top of  the  scale, and certa in ly I th ink  
that I ind icated last n ight that I am n ot, and  I don't 
bel ieve my colleagues are phi losophically b l inded i n  
respect t o  forms of ownership. I question somet imes 
whether or not that's the case with my honourable 
friends, because they seem to bel ieve that any form of 
public ownership is  someth i ng that has to be put 
down as someth ing u nhealthy and there is  n o  ques
t ion but we are goi ng to have some measure of publ ic 
ownership of Crown land.  

We're going to have to consider i ndividual applica
t ions and areas where obviously it's in the i nterest of 
the farmers, of the ranchers and cattlemen - cattle
men such as the Honourable Member for Lakeside -
not to be forced to buy Crown land but to be able to 
lease Crown land. That policy certainly wi l l  be a 
pragmatic one and it won't be based on ideological 
comm itment that is  blind to reality. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, the M i n ister doesn't 
know what he's talk i ng  about. If he leaves the i mpres
sion that our policy forced Crown land leaseholders 
to buy the land, if he's leavin g  that i m pression with 
th is committee, then I suggest he check with his 
department and find  out what the facts are before he 
makes that k ind  of a statement. That is  n ot true,  M r. 
Chairman. 

N ow once again, I just want to return to the s i mple 
question I had because once again the M i n ister 
adroitly avoided it. He said he d idn't th ink  that h is  
col leagues had any adverse feel ings towards sa le of 
agr icultural  Crown land. That is not an answer. I ' m  
asking  h i m  - i s  he w i l l i ng  - wi l l  he uphold a pol icy of 
Crown land sales to farmers or is he phi losophical ly 
opposed to it - yes or no? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman, I 've ind icated that I 
am not phi losophically opposed to sale of land or the 
purchase of Crown land. I th ink  the h onourable 
member who put t he question is phi losophically 
opposed to the Crown buying land and hold ing i t  and 
leasing i t  to you ng farmers to g ive them a n  opportu
n ity to get i nto farm ing .  I th ink  that's a real problem 
with my honourable friend.  I t  isn't with me. 

MR. ORCHARD: Then, Mr .  Chairman, last n i g ht after 
several questioners in which the M i n ister in very good 
large lawyer jargon said that i f  these parameters of 
sale are sound we wi l l  i nd icate so. That was h is  
answer to a d i rect question as to whether he wou ld  
cont inue the sale of  Crown lands. A l l  he said was i f  the  
pol ic ies are  good u nder which we sold the land to 
farmers, i f  the criterion were good, that he' l l  te l l  us 
they were good, but he d id n't tel l  us whether he'd 
continue sel l ing the Crown land. 

N ow I take i t  today when he said that he is  not 
phi losophically opposed to the sale of that Crown 
land if these criterion are sound, are good and he 
ind icates so, then I take i t  from his remarks that he w i l l  
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cont i n u e  to s e l l  a g r i c u l t u ra l  Crown l a n d  to 
leaseholders. 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman, I don't k now how 
often I want to reiterate for my honourable friend what 
should be obvious to h im ,  that we are not a doctr inaire 
pol itical party in power. We believe that we m ust h us
band our resources for the benefit of al l  our people 
and we do not hesitate or back away from publ ic 
ownersh ip and the involvement of the people of Mani
toba in ownershi p  at whatever level. We are not goi ng 
to,  as the previous government did,  endeavour to sel l  
off publ ic land as fast as we can as i t 's  an embarrass
ment to us because that is not an embarrassment to us 
to own Crown land and, M r. Chairman, -(Interjection)-

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Lakeside on a 
point of order. 

MR. ENNS: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. I th ink  
it is  a point of  order when there's a del iberate attempt 
made to impute actions to a member, in th is case a 
member  that was a former M i n ister to the Crown and 
responsib le i n  th is particular area. I just make this 
short point of order. I th ink  the Honourable M i n ister, 
upon reflection, w i l l  retract that statement and cer
tain ly  upon reflection and consultation with his staff, 
w i l l  retract that statement i nasmuch as there was 
absolutely no effort, no d irection g iven by mysel f  as 
the last M i n ister responsible in the previous adm in is
tration for the sale of Crown land. I f  an application 
was received, it was made avai lable. 

N ow, Mr.  M i n ister, I myself perhaps am the best 
example as havin g  enjoyed and hopeful ly  cont inue to 
enjoy a long-term lease and took no advantage of 
trying to buy that land. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is  your point of order? 

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, I wish you would  overrule 
some of my unruly colleagues here because I have a 
distinct point of order. -(I nterjection )-

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Springfield. 

MR. ANSTETT: M r. Chairman, I realize that members 
do have d i fferences of opin ion on occasion in debate, 
but the purpose of a point of order is to point out a 
violation or i n fraction of the rules of our debate. Now 
the Honourable Member for Lakeside feels very 
strongly that the M i n ister is representing h is  party or 
certain members of his party's position in a way that 
he feels is  i ncorrect. That certa in ly is  a matter for 
debate, but not a point of order I would submit. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: There's no point of order. 
Mr. M i n ister. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman, actions speak louder 
than words and I don't know whether the honourable 
member can indicate to me when at any time the 
previous adm i nistration went out to buy agricultural 
land and put it i n  the publ ic domain, prime agricu ltu
ral land, even though there may have been and prob
ably were opportunities for the bank ing  of prime agri
cultural  land to faci l itate the later sale or lease to 
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you ng farmers with i n  Manitoba. The honourable 
member is  shaking h is  head because I k n ow that their 
doctr inai re posit ion wou ld not permi t  them to do that, 
but there is no doctr inaire encum brance on th is 
adm i nistration. 

We wi l l  both buy and sell agricultural Crown land 
and we' l l  lease it. We wil l  be pragmatic to i nsure the 
advancement of agriculture i n  this province. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: If the M i n ister would  like to revert 
for the next couple of hou rs to the Manitoba Agricul
tu ral Credit Corporati on I 'd be g lad to oblige him and 
poi nt out some of the weaknesses and utter fallacy in 
his latest argu ment, but I don't think we should do that 
this afternoon, M r. Chairman, and I would impose 
upon you to control the M i n ister. 

But, M r. Chairman, the -(I nterjection) -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order. 
The Member  for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr.  Chairman. N ow 
they're leaving.  

Mr .  Chairman, there's been a n u m ber  of  references 
today and a n u m ber of references last n ight  by th is 
M i n ister about this doctr inaire hangup that us old 
Tories have and that his party is  as pure as the dr iven 
snow, that they don't have any doctrina ire hangups. I f  
there's anything more doctrinaire than a socialist phi
l osophy, I don't k now what it is, M r. Chairman. I find  it 
extremely amusing to l isten to this M i n ister, extremely 
amusing,  M r. Chairman, that we read in the Throne 
Speech Debate that this admin istration and all of the 
back benchers and all of the M i n isters and inc luding 
the present M in ister contributed to. 

They all said they contr ibuted to the Throne Speech 
Debate and in that Throne Speech Debate, there was 
the l i ne on the fami ly  farm and how this government 
appreciated the values and the virtues of the farm 
commun ity. I want to point out to the M i n ister because 
obviously he wasn't around when they wrote that 
speech, that l i ne  in the Throne Speech ,  because the 
virtues that he refers to and his government refers to 
that is  predomi nant i n  the rural Man itoba area and 
indeed all of rural  Canada, is  built upon one principle, 
the pri nciple that founded this country, that the pio
neers moved out to th is country for, that our early 
forefathers and settlers m oved out to this country for, 
and that principle was n ot doctr inaire .  It wasn't a 
hangup and it certain ly wasn't socialist because it was 
the r ight and the privi lege to own their  own farm land. 
That's what people moved to this country for. 

N ow, they bought that land from whom; from the 
Crown. We i nstituted a policy that paral leled the set
tlement of th is country in 1 977, namely the sale of 
su i table agricultural Crown land which had to pass a 
series of h oops which I th ink  were very very very 
detai led, to assure that we sold only agricultural farm 
land and not land that was more suited to any other 
purpose, then all of a sudden that reinstitution of the 
policy that settled this country, settled Canada and a l l  
of Western Canada, is  being described by th is M i n is
ter as doctr inaire. He should go back to the founding 
of  th is country and find  out  why Canada exists. 
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Canada exists because people from Eu rope, Rus
sia, South America, all over the European and African 
continents, moved to Canada to own land and they 
bought i t  from the Crown. We i nstituted a policy to 
al low them to buy that land and it is  doctrinaire on our 
part. 

N ow, the strange part about this is, Mr .  Chairman, is  
that this M i n ister and this government are n ow review
i n g  th is pol i cy and he h as fudged the issue up u nti l  h e  
made a fairly d i f in ite statement today, that they don't 
have phi losphical hang-up about the sale of the 
Crown land. Last n ig ht, he dodged and ducked 
around the issue to heaven-wouldn't-have-it, about 
whether he would  actually cont inue the sale. He says 
it is u nder review right now. When asked when the 
review is going to be over, he doesn't know. 

So,  do we expect a four-year review of the proce
dures u nder which we sold agricultural Crown land 
and in the meantime those 400-and-some smal l  
farmers and ranchers i n  Manitoba are going to wait 
for this government to decide whether their doctri
naire phi losophy wi l l  comply with what founded and 
settled this country. So, when the M i nister refers to us 
as being ideolog ically hung  up on Crown-ownership 
versus private-ownershi p, I wou ld  suggest that he 
check how th is country was fou nded, why the settlers 
came here, and he would  see the i nf in ite wisdom i n  
t h e  program that w e  i nstituted a t  the behest o f  those 
Crown land leaseholders. 

He w i l l  fol low that pol icy. I would  ask the M i n ister 
not to take four years to complete his review because 
there are leaseholders out there very, very interested, 
very anxious and very desirous of owning  their  own 
land,  to make i m provements to it for the long-run 
betterment of agriculture. N o  doctr inaire hang-up on 
our side but I am g reatly afraid there is  one i n  the 
M i n ister's head and possibly on the government's. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chai rman, it is obvious that a l l  
of  what I thought were reasonable comments that I 
made i ndicatin g  the pract ical approach that modern
day government has to ownership just k ind of flew 
over the head of the honourable member. 

I t  is  obvious that it has taken a long t ime but l ittle 
has changed i n  that process. The honourable member 
is  one of those few, and I hope it's a g rowing few, who 
has such a strong feel i ng  about traditional forms of 
enterprise that they don't consider any change possi
ble. Si nce the days when this land was settled, we 
have seen the development of co-operatives. We even 
have some H utterite colonies that do very well i n  
respect t o  agriculture. I suppose they would b e  a n  
offensive matter for the honourable member t o  con
sider. 

B ut, we don't have that k ind of problem with i n  our 
party; we don't have that at all. We don't take the 
attitude that,  i n  respect to agriculture, we cannot help 
ind ividual young  farmers get started by buying land 
and leas ing it back to them and then a l lowi n g  them to 
buy the land, when they are i n  a position to, because 
that i s  the prog ram we had, prior to the election in 
1 977. We bought pri me land, we leased it to them with 
an option to purchase. Now, the honourable member  
shakes h is  head, that is the  fact, Mr .  Chairman, and 
that is  a program that faci l i tated youn g  men gett ing 
i nto farming  rather than foreign owners buy ing our  
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land and holding it. We are not hung up about the 
government bei ng used in a constructive way, as I 
have i nd icated, to faci l itate young farmers gett ing 
i nto farming .  

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr .  Chairman. J ust one 
question to the Min ister. He i nd icated that he may 
wel l ,  i f  the need arises go out and buy lands for wi ld
l i fe management areas. Would  the M i n ister undertake 
to g ive this Committee the commitment that he would,  
before purchase of land for wi ld l ife management 
areas, consult with the Reeves, Counci l lors and resi
dents of the area? 

MR. MACKLING: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I am sure that 
any program of land acqu isition wi l l  be such that w i l l  
be welcomed by local government. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr.  Chai rman, once again, the M i n
ister d idn't answer i n  h is  legal jargon. Wi l l  he u nder
take to consu lt with the people effected with that land 
purchase, before he moves on with it? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman, any land acquisi
t ions, I 'm sure, wi l l  be done openly, publ ic ly and I 
won't g uarantee that in every i nstance the honourable 
member or anyone else w i l l  be consulted, but we 
won't do th ings by way of clandestine techn ique. 

MR. ORCHARD: Then there won't be a repeat of the 
Garrison debacle then? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman, I have a point of 
privilege. The honourable member  is adopting a bit  of 
a sneer in that, and I resent that. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Turtle Mountain .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Chai rman,  I have before me a 
c l ippi ng from the Winn ipeg Free Press, of October 
26th, h eaded, " N D P  Calls for Enquiry to I n vestigate 
the Sale of Crown Land." I t  says, "A legislative 
enqu i ry should be set up to investigate the sale of 
Crown lands u nder the Lyon government dur ing the 
last four years, N D P  leader Howard Pawley said last 
n ig ht. Pawley said an N . D . P  government would  set up 
an enqu i ry, i f  i t  is elected N ovem ber 1 7th."  The last 
paragraph of the article says, "It wil l  be a major issue," 
- that's quot ing M r. Pawley - "in the next legislative 
session, adding  that even i f  the N D P  l ose the elect ion ,  
they wi l l  sti l l  press for an investigation." 

Mr. Chairman, my question is, has that investiga
tion com menced? 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chai rman, there has not been a 
publ ic enqu i ry. If the honourable member  is suggest
ing we oug ht to have one, I w i l l  take that as construc
tive suggestion. 

MR. RANSOM: M r. Chai rman, the M i n ister persists i n  
tryin g  to put words i nto my mouth. I ' m  s imply reading  
for  h i m  a pledge that was made by h is  leader. I asked 
h i m  a question, has it commenced? The answer is n o. 
I w i l l  then ask h i m  the question, wi l l  it commence? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  i t  is  deemed 
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necessary to have a publ ic enqu i ry, certainly it w i l l  
com mence. At  this t ime, I have indicated that as has 
been publ icly announced , Crown land sales were put 
i nto a freeze as of Decem ber 9th and only those appli
cations that were in progress, and where we are 
legally bound to pursue them, are being put through 
the ad m i n istrative process. 

Whether or not i t  w i l l  be in the i nterests of the publ ic 
to have a formal publ ic enqu i ry is someth ing that yet 
has to be determined. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr.  Chairman, then I take it the 
charges that were made during the election by the 
now member for I nterlake and the Leader of the 
N .D .P. who is n ow the Premier of the Province, to the 
effect that there had been patronage, and that some
th ing had gone terribly wrong with the Torys and their 
adm i n istration of this land,  that those charges are no 
longer val id and that the Min ister's i nternal evaluation 
of the situation has determined that an i nvestigation is 
not necessary. 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman, I haven't made such 
an i nternal i nvestigation. The matter is u nder review 
as I i nd icate, and I am n ot the only one reviewing all of 
that process. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 6 . (a) (1 ) to 6. (d) (1 ) were each read 
and passed. 

6.(d ) (2)  Other Expenditures. 

MR. MACKLING: O rder, let the Chairman look at the 
matter. - (I nterjection )- That's true and so we're 
patient; we're not l i ke ch i ldren ,  i m patient. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: All those in favour of 6. (d ) (2) please 
say aye. All those opposed. The ayes have it. 

MR. DOWNEY: Ayes and Nays. 

MR.ANSTETT: M r. Chairman, could I ask for that On 
Division please? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: On D ivision. 

MR. ANSTETT: I mean a recorded vote On Division. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Call in the Members. 

SUPPLY - COMMUNITY SERVICES 
AND CORRECTIONS 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): This 
meet ing wi l l  come to order. Continu ing  with the Esti
mates on Com mun ity Services and Corrections, Item 
No. 7. Corrections and Probation Services. The f i rst 
item u nder consideration is No. 7 . (a) Office of the 
Com missioner: 7 . (a) (1 ) Salaries - the Member for 
Fort Garry. 

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): M r. Chair
man, there is no s ignificant difference in the appro
priation being requested u nder this item i n  1 982-83 
compared to the print vote for 1 981 -82. Could the 
Min ister just advise the Com m ittee please whether 
there is  any change i n  the Office of the Com m issioner 

in the 1 982-83 plans, or not? 

MR. EVANS: There are no changes in the Office of 
the Com m issioner itself as the member may k n ow. I f  
he doesn't I ' l l  tel l h i m  now. There are 1 4  people i n  the 
Commissioner's office and that remains u nchanged. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: 7 . (a) (1 ) -pass; 7 . (a) (2) Other 
Expenditures - the Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Agai n ,  I would just put the same 
question to the M i n ister, M r. Chairman. I know that 
the print arithmetic i n  the book indicates that there is  
no change really with respect to those activities that 
are i ncluded u nder the u mbrella of other expendi
tures but I would appreciate that confirmation from 
the M i n ister. Are the activities conducted from the 
Comm issioner's office changed or changing in any 
way in 1 982-83? I f  so, would they reflect themselves 
somewhere other than u nder the Other Expenditure's 
item. 

MR. EVANS: No, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 7 . (a) (2) -pass; 7 . (a) -pass. 7. (b) 
Care and Rehabi l itation of Adult Offenders: 7 . (b) (1 ) 
Salaries - the Member for Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Any staff ing increase, Mr. Cha i r
man,  in th is part icular area? The salaries l i ne wouldn't 
i n dicate anyth ing terr ib ly s ignificant but it's approxi
mately $350,000, that may not accommodate any
th ing more than i nflat ion and general cost price 
increase. B ut then again, my i nqui ry of the M i n ister is 
for information from h i m  as to whether i t  accom mo
dates staffing increases i n  th is component of these 
appropriations for this branch. 

MR. EVANS: There is  an increase from 459.5 staff 
years to 465. I n  other words an i ncrease of 5 .5  staff 
years. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 7 . (b) (1 ) 
Garry. 

the Member for Fort 

MR. SHERMAN: Where are those new staff man 
years assigned ,  M r. Chairman? 

MR. EVANS: The new posit ions are d ispersed as fol
lows: one at the Brandon Correctional I nstitute for 
Security; one in Dauph i n ;  one-half staff year at Head
i ng ley; one staff year at Portage; and one security 
person at the Remand Centre, plus one n u rse at the 
Remand Centre. 

MR. SHERMAN: Are the new posit ions at B randon 
and Dauph in ,  for example, or Portage, are those posi
tions related to the secur i ty of the i nstitutions? Are 
they security staff or some other category? 

MR. EVANS: They're all security at Brandon, Dau
phi n  and Portage, and one at the Remand are secur
ity; one-half a staff year at Headingley is  program ;  and 
as I said a m i n ute ago, the one of the two addit ional at 
the Remand Centre is  a n u rse. 



MR. SHERMAN: How many positions are there i n  the 
central d irectorate, M r. Chairman? 

MR. EVANS: Eleven and one-half, M r. Chai rman. 

MR. SHERMAN: Eleven and one-half out of the total 
establ ishment of 465. Could the M i n ister g ive us the 
makeup of that central d irectorate in terms of the 
personnel ,  not names but classifications? 

MR. EVANS: Yes, there is  one d irector, one admi n is
trative assistant, one operation's assistant, one secre
tary and 7 .5  posit ions are staff train ing  relief. So really 
the central d i rectorate is  a very smal l  g roup of four 
people. 

MR. SHERMAN: The actual d irectorate staff that 
could  be descri bed as a permanent staff cadre then is 
four of that 1 1 ,  the rest are for relief. 

MR. EVANS: Yes, four of the positions are perman
ent, the other 7.5 are a pool of people, it's a pool of 
staff capacity ut i l ized for plac ing people around the 
system .  It g ives us a bit of flexib i l ity. 

MR. SHERMAN: It would  consist of more than 7 .5  
people but  i t  would  add up to 7 .5  SMYs.  

M r. Chairman,  could  the M i nister confirm the spec
trum or range of adult correctional i nstitutions i n  the 
province? Has there been any change i n  the n u m ber? 
Are there m ore or fewer work camps in the system 
than has been the case in previous years. I would 
appreciate i f  he'd review for the Comm ittee the range 
of adult correctional i nstitutions inc luding the camps. 

MR. EVANS: We sti l l  have six i nstitutions and three 
work camps. There are no changes. When we deal 
with External Agencies there is  a m odest develop
ment there but there are no changes i n  the i nstitutions 
or the work camp complement from last year. There is 
no change. 

MR. SHERMAN: What are the budgetary positions of 
those i nstitutions and camps for 1 982-83? 

MR. EVANS: The Brandon Correctional I nstitution is  
b u dgeted in 1 982-83 for $1 ,398, 1 00; Dauph i n ,  
$589, 1 00; Headingley, $446,400; The Portage Correc
t ional  Cen tre for Wom en ,  $555, 900; The Pas, 
$1 ,01 8,000; the Winnipeg Remand Centre, $1 ,299,200; 
Bannock Point Camp, $341 ,000; Spruce Woods Camp, 
$250,000 and Egg Lake Camp, $27 1 ,700 for a total of 
$1 0,399,200.00. 

MR. SHERMAN: $1 0,399,000.00? 

MR. EVANS: Yes, this adds up to l i ne (b) (1 ). That's 
the Other Expenditu res that we're talk i ng  about. I 'm 
sorry, these are the Salaries we're talk ing  about and 
that's the b reakdown of l i ne (b) (1 ) Salaries -
$1 0,399,000.00. 

Now there are i nstitutional expenses which I can 
g ive the member as wel l ,  i f  he's i nterested in that. I 
have just g i ven h i m  the Salaries which is the b iggest 
item but I d idn't k now whether he had further discus
sion on that. I n  fact I 'm  not sure, are we off (a) yet? 
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Excuse me, I should clarify this .  If you l ook at l ine 
(b) (1 ) Salaries - $1 0,399,200, those salary f igures that 
I just gave for the six i nstitutions and the three work 
camps add up to that f igure i f  you add in the salaries of 
the Central D i rectorate which are $269,800.00. So the 
Central D i rectorate plus the I nstitutions and the Work 
Camps comprise that f igure of $1 0.399 m i l l ion. 

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr .  Chairman,  I appre
ciate that i nformation. Yes, I would  be i nterested i n  
t h e  Other Expenditures for those i nstitutions and 
work camps but I assume we had better deal with 
them on the next l ine. 

On this Salaries l i ne, I wonder i f  the M i n ister has got 
a breakdown, or could  supply me with a breakdown of 
the staff ing i n  those i nstitutions and camps as between 
categories of staff. 

MR. EVANS: As I said before the Central Office has 
1 1 .5 staff; Brandon 65. 

MR. SHERMAN: Sixty-five? 

MR. EVANS: Yes. Dauphi n  27; Heading ley 1 97; Por
tage 25; The Pas 48; the Winnipeg Remand Centre 6 1 ;  
Bannock Point 1 1 .5; Egg Lake 9.5 and Spruce Woods 
9.5. 

MR. SHERMAN: I presume the f igures for The Pas 
are s imply for the adult component of the i nsitution at 
T h e  Pas ,  or is it a l l  l u m ped toget h e r  i n  t h i s  
appropriation? 

MR. EVANS: It's altogether, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. SHERMAN: It's altogether. So we haven't got to 
Care and Rehabi l itation of J uven i le  Offenders yet, Mr .  
Chairman,  but I just ask the M i n ister, is  The Pas not 
classified as an i nstitution u nder that category too? 

MR. EVANS: The budget for the whole i nstitution is  
under the adults category. Where there are juveni les 
with the adults u nder the same roof, they are separ
ated, segregated rather, but the budget f igures are 
together. 

MR. SHERMAN: In that staff ing complement of which 
the M i n ister just provided me the i nstitution-by
institution breakdown, does that i nclude medical per
sonnel ,  health personnel ,  physicians, and/or n u rses? 

MR. EVANS: Yes, it i ncludes everyone. The 465 is  al l  
categories, i ncluding 2 1  n u rses, for i nstance. 

MR. SHERMAN: Twenty-one n u rses. What about 
physicians? I seem to recall and I am some distance 
removed from the activities of this particular d ivision, 
but I seem to recall that physicians were employed on 
a contract basis at correctional i nstitutions. Are there 
are any permanent physician SMY's? 

MR. EVANS: M r. Chairman, there are no permanent 
SMY posit ions for doctors as such. There continues 
the one medical doctor on a contract basis as briefed 
previously and this is  u nder Other Expenditures. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: 7 . ( b ) ( 1 ) -pass; 7 . ( b ) ( 2 )  Other 
Expenditures. 

The Member for Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Could  the M in ister provide the 
Committee, Mr.  Chairman, with the Other Expendi
tures in the budgets for the institutions and camps i n  
the manner that he provided information o n  the 
Salary totals? 

MR. EVANS: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Other Expenditures 
with  Ce ntra l  D i rectorate for the  1 982-83 are 
$1 80,600.00. At the i nstitutions the Other Expendi
tures are; Brandon, $390,500; Dauph in ,  $1 76,900; 
Head ingley, $1 ,490,200; Portage, $1 34,500; The Pas, 
$228,800; the Winn ipeg Remand Centre, $260 , 1 00; 
Bannock Poi nt Camp, $1 93,600; Egg Lake Camp, 
$1 84, 200 and the Spruce Woods Camp is $1 44,200 
and th is adds up to a total of $3,383,600, which is  the 
f igure shown in the Est imates. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Chai rman, u nder t he Central 
Office d i rectorate what wou ld the amou nt be? I 
believe for 1 981 -82, the govern ment of the day 
i ncl uded a provision of some $56,000 for placement of 
i nmates i n  federal i nstitutions u nder the Federal
Provi ncial Exchange of Services Agreement. I pre
sume that agreement is sti l l  in existence, and have any 
terms of that agreement been changed and what is  the 
amount projected for '82-83 u nder that agreement? 

MR. EVANS: 56,700, Mr. Chairman, is the answer to 
the last question and the answer is that agreement 
continues as previously. 

MR. SHERMAN: I wanted to ask a couple of ques
tions about Halfway Houses, but they would come 
u nder the next l ine of the Esti mates. I th ink  that's all 
the questions I have on this l ine,  M r. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Por
tage la Prairie. 

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): I wonder i f  I 
could  have the M i n ister conf irm just whether there 
has been two additional staff h i red to the Womens 
Correctional I nstitution in Portage la Prairie, Mr .  
Chai rman? 

MR. EVANS: Perhaps the member  was out.  We had 
j ust gone over the staffing and we indicated there 
would  be one additional person for the Portage 
i nstitution. 

MR. HYDE: Mr.  Chairman, I have the information 
handed to me that there were two additional staff 
recently h ired, and I bel ieve to be in the category of 
engi neers at the Ladies Correctional I nstitute? 

MR. EVANS: Perhaps the member is referring to staff 
of the Department of Government Services; Engineer
i ng Services come u nder the Department of Govern
ment Services. The Government Services Depart
ment i n  effect is the custodian of bu i ld i ngs and i n  
effect provides t h e  servicing a n d  those staff persons 
involved in servic ing,  inc luding engineers. 
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MR. HYDE: Thank you, M r. Chairman. 

MR. SHERMAN: I 'm g lad my col leag ue, the Honou r
able Member for Portage la Prairie, had that question 
because I had forgotten I had wanted to ask the M in is
ter where we can deal with the subject of populations 
of the i nstitutions and the camps? Would we deal with 
them under this l i ne,  or the next l ine ,  or at what point 
i n  th is part icular branch appropriation? I would  l ike to 
have some discussion with h i m  on the respective 
popu lations of the i nstitutions and the whole popula
tion question and some questions related to tempor
ary releases and provisions for offenders. 

MR. EVANS: Yes, specifically, as the honourable 
member k nows, havi ng had some responsib i l ity i n  
t h i s  area, there are various ways you c a n  tabulate the 
occupation of these i nstitutions. The f igures we have 
traditionally used, I gather, are resident days; and the 
other set of f igures are average dai ly population. So, I 
wonder exactly which set of statistics the h on ourable 
member wou ld  l ike to have? Is  he i nterested in resi
dent days, or is  he interested in the average dai ly 
population? 

MR. SHERMAN: Wel l ,  Mr.  Chai rman, my main con
cern is whether we are looking at a condition of over
crowding in any of the i nstitutions, and I would have 
in m i nd the Head ingley Correct ional I nstitution for 
one, specifical ly because there have been chronic 
difficu lties with avai lable accommodation at Heading
Jey. I th ink  successive governments in the province 
have wrestled with that chal lenge from t ime to ti me. 
What is the average dai ly population at Headingley i n  
1 981 , which would b e  the last year for which the 
department wou ld  have complete f igu res? How does 
it compare with previous years? What does i t  repres
ent i n  terms of occupancy? We have had overcrowd
ing diff icu lties there; are we havi ng any such diff icul
ties on a continu ing basis? 

I cite Heading ley in part icular,  M r. Chairman, 
because it has been the, I suppose, m ost frequently 
encounted example in ttle past, but I would  have the 
same question of all the i nstitutions. I don't th ink  that 
we've had any difficu lty in terms of overcrowding 
problems at any of the three work camps, Bannock 
Point ,  or Spruce Woods, or Egg Lake,  not to my 
knowledge. B ut certain ly there have been problems of 
th is k ind from t ime to t ime at Head i ngley and also 
from time to time at the Winn ipeg Remand Centre. 

I wou ld expect that the new correctional i nstitution 
in The Pas has functioned without that k ind  of d iffi
culty si nce i t  came i nto being, because it's only been 
in existence for approximately a year and hopeful ly it 
was designed to accom modate a potential population 
that was fairly accurately projected and hopeful ly one 
that would  n ot have changed much in that short 
period of t ime. 

But I th ink  with respect to Headingley, Dauph i n ,  
Portage a n d  possibly Brandon a n d  t h e  Winn ipeg 
Remand Centre, there is  always the question as to 
whether there is  sufficient space to meet the obl iga
t ions that are placed on the system by the court sys
tem and the legal system of th is provi nce. I don't ask 
the question from the perspective of crit icism of the 
Com missioner, or the Chief Executive Officers of the 
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I n stitutions, because they have to respond in keepi ng 
with the laws of the province, to the obl igations that 
are i m posed u pon them by the jud icial system and the 
court system. 

But we've heard from t ime to t ime,  and I would  say 
fairly recently, of situations where certain offenders 
have been sentenced to i ncarceration at Headingley, 
for example, and have not been admitted to Heading
ley because there has not been room to admit them. 
The alternative is  a form of enforced parole or proba
tion because there is no place else to keep them. 

That may not be the normal condition or the con
t inu ing condition but it has been a situation that has 
cropped up from t ime to t ime on a chronic  basis, in a 
chronic  way, and I do request of the M i n ister that he 
provide some i nformation to the Committee with 
respect to that overal l  question of accommodation, 
poss i b l e  overcrow d i n g  a n d  pre s s u re s  f or 
accommodation. 

MR. EVANS: Wel l ,  for some time now, Mr. Chairman, 
there has been a situation of more people being in 
certain of our i nstitutions than are - that is  on an 
average dai ly population basis - than the so-call ed 
desired level indicated by someone who studied the 
size of these i nstitutions and has designated some 
rated bed capacity. 

There's no question at Headingley in '80-81 , the 
actual average dai ly population was 330; the rated 
bed capacity was 309. That doesn't mean that 21 peo
ple have no beds, I ' m  advised, but they are accom mo
dated somehow. 

There are some of our i nstitutions that are not fu l ly 
ut i l ized. The Pas,  for i nstance, '80-81 , the average 
dai ly population was 46 compared to a rated capacity 
of 52 but perhaps that's more of an exception because 
in Brandon in '80-81 it was, i f  you l ike, u nderuti l ized, 
94 compared to a capacity of 1 24. 

I th ink  i t  should be observed that the courts do n ot 
decide where a prisoner or a potential prisoner is to 
go. A prisoner who is being sentenced is sentenced to 
whatever he is sentenced to. He or she is sentenced to 
X n u mber of months or years and it's the correctional 
i nstitution, our department i n  effect, the correctional 
offices who decide where the prisoner or that person 
should go then. So we don't turn anybody away. 

I h ope the member isn't going to then get up and 
make the suggestion we bui ld more faci l it ies because 
whi le  there may be some room for modifications and 
i m provements of faci l ities, I would  trust we don't want 
to bui ld b igger and greater sized i nstitutions because 
surely we should be working  as a society to somehow 
or other create situations where we have fewer people 
com m ittin g  cri mes and fewer people therefore being 
sentenced to i nstitutions. 

Certain ly we should be looking  at d ifferent options. 
As the member k nows there are various options that 
are being ut i l ized. com mun ity work orders, alterna
tive types of sentencing and so on. What happens i n  
t h e  courts, t h e  col l ective decisions made by judges 
wi l l  have a bearing on the population coming i nto 
these i nstitutions. 

One of the reasons for the crowding at Head ingley 
is that a n u m ber of people are held there on a remand 
basis and the government is  looking  at the possib i l ity 
of a new remand faci l ity, but we are a long way from 

563 

making a decision. We would hope to get some i nput 
from various people and organizations in the com
mun ity inc lud ing the J oh n  Howard and El izabeth Fry 
Societies. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, I assure the M i n ister 
that I am not advocating  that we bu i ld  more correc
tional i nstitutions. We need sufficient correctional 
i nstitutions. There certain ly  was no argu ment that we 
required the new faci l ity in The Pas. There certain ly  
was no argu ment that we required the new fac i l ity i n  
Brandon although there was considerable argu ment 
over the uti l ization of space in that new Brandon 
facility. 

There may well be a case that can be made for 
redevelopment or regeneration of some exist ing faci l
it ies but I 'm not about to advocate the bu i ld ing of 
m ore correctional faci l ities. The question of over
crowding  is i mportant because it goes straight to the 
heart of the questions of staffing ,  staff train i n g  and 
staff morale. 

Is there a comparison in the Annual  Report that 
provides i nformation as to the changes in the average 
dai ly population at Head i ng ley, for example, or at any 
of the other i nstitutions on a year-by-year basis? 

I note there is  in Section 78, there is  a Section 7 . (b)  
Table 4 of the Annual  Report, there is  a breakdown of 
the i nstitutions which provides the total of adm issions 
and releases, the average dai ly population and other 
i nformation of that k ind for the year 1 981 ; but I don't 
see any Table g iving comparisons with other years. 
That doesn't say i t  isn't here. It may be here 
somewhere. 

B ut the M i n ister, for example, a few moments ago 
mentioned that the average dai ly population in Head
ingley was approximately 349 for the year 1 981 and 
that the rated capacity of Heading ley I bel ieve, is 306. 

The question that occurs is notwithstanding the 
fact that it's admittedly not terribly desirable to have 
349 persons i n  a fac i l ity or an i nstitution that is rated 
for 306 - I suppose there's someth ing to be said for 
fami l iarity - and if the fac i l ity or an i nstitution oper
ates on that basis for a period of t ime then the adjust
ment generally flows fairly n ormally to those k inds of 
n u mbers, and the i nstitution adjusts to that k ind of a 
population. That's why really a one-year reading  
doesn't get a t  the  question. I f  we had  a critical path 
indication that the average dai ly population of Head
ingley is  going up every year, and has gone up let us 
say from 250 now to 349, and that ind ications are that 
then it w i l l  go up by another 20 or 25 in the next year 
and cont inue in that vei n ,  then the fact that its rated 
capacity is 306 becomes very i m portant, very s ign ifi
cant. So I wonder i f  the M i n ister could  provide us with 
some reassurance on that score, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. EVANS: I can read off some figures for adult 
corrections on the dai ly average population at Head
ingley. In 1 977, the average dai ly population was 354; 
in 1 978, 335; 1 979, 365; 1 980, 339; and 1 981 , 349. So 
the mem ber can see that there's no upward or 
downward trend.  I 'd  say if anything  it's pretty wel l  
status quo. In 1 977 i t  was 354, last year i t  was 349, 
actual ly s l i ght ly smal ler. I can't detect any upward or 
downward trend from these f igures, it's fairly constant. 

Looking  at Brandon, I ' m  not sure whether we're 
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talk ing about the same bu i ld ing ,  I k now because we 
moved i nto a new bu i ld ing  in 1 978, i n  '77 it was 81 ; i n  
1 978, 67; 1 979, 80; 1 980, 90; 1 981 , 91 . Brandon, as the 
mem ber may know, is somewhat different because i t  
has different types of popu lation. 

Dauph in ,  again I don't see any trends; 36 in 1 977; 32 
i n  '78; 41 i n 1 979; 40 i n  1 980; and 36 i n  1 981 . 

The Portage I nstitution Correctional Center for 
Women;  24 in 1 977; 24 in '78; 32 in '79; 34 in '80; and 30 
in '81 . 

The Pas 39 in 1 977; 43 in 1 978; 4 7 in '79; 45 in 1 980; 
and 43 in 1 981 . 

The Remand Center in Winn ipeg wasn't open in '77. 
In 1 978 the n u m ber was 92; i n  '79 it was 97; in 1 980 i t  
jumped up to 1 30; but i n  1 981 i t  was down to 1 05.  

I th ink  that covers al l  of  them, Brandon, Dauphin ,  
Headingley, Portage, The  Pas, and  Winn ipeg. 

MR. SHERMAN: And the camps al l  run about 24 
inmates or residents at a g iven time, approximately, 
M r. Chairman. 

MR. EVANS: Yes, the camps s im i larly don't show any 
specific pattern.  I f  you take the three together, the 
average dai ly population i n  1 977 was 68; 1 978 it was 
75; 1 979 it was 90; 1 980 was 87; 1 981 down to 77. 

MR. SHERMAN: Yes, thank you. So on average 
t hey'd be in the sort of 24 to 26 range, vary ing with the 
i ndividual d ifferences i n  sizes of the camps them
selves. The f igures for Dauph in  sounded a l ittle wor
rysome. What is  the rate of capacity of the Dauphi n  
Correct ional I n stitution. 

MR. EVANS: The rated bed capacity i n  '80-81 at Dau
phin was 20. 

MR. SHERMAN: We're operating there, generally 
speaking,  with an average dai ly popu lation of approx
i mately 30, so that's 50 percent overload, which is 
certainly much more serious than the overload at 
Headi ng ley in relevent terms. Mr .  Chairman, can the 
M i n ister advise h ow many of the i nmate popu lation at 
Head ingley, or in the remand portion of the Headi ng
ley I nstitution, on a roug h  dai ly basis, are we talk ing 
25 of the residents at  Headingley i n  the remand com
ponent or 50 or 1 00? 

MR. EVANS: About 70 to 80 are bei ng held in the 
remand category. I ' m  also reminded that not all of the 
people at some of these i nstitutions such as Dauphin 
are necessarily occupying a dormitory cel l .  There is 
some flexi b i l ity with regard to space. 

MR. SHERMAN: The 75 or 80 who are in the remand 
portion of Head i ngley though,  are inc luded i n  the 
f igu re of 349 that we're l ook ing  at ,  the average dai ly 
population, is  that correct? For Headingley 348.9, to 
quote the report. 

MR. EVANS: Yes, 349 for '81 . I g uess if it's on a fiscal 
year basis it works out to 330, but one is  on a calendar 
basis, the other's on a f iscal basis. Anyway they are 
included. 

MR. SHERMAN: The M i n ister did comment a moment 
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of two ago, M r. C hairman, that the department was 
l ooking  and the d ivision, were l ook ing  at the remand 
situation at Headingley and the problems attendant 
upon housing a remand faci l ity anywhere, particu
larly in a correctional i nstitution that is  designed for 
offenders who are in other categories, other than the 
remand category. Can he indicate whether it 's the 
consideration of the g overn ment that the remand ca
pabil ity be removed from Heading ley and be estab
l ished on a separate site somewhere, or is the 
government looking at renovation work at Headingley 
that wou ld retain the remand capabi l ity, but separate 
it m ore distincly from the general jail population . 

MR. EVANS: First of a l l ,  let me make it clear that the 
Remand Centre that is  talked about would  be a centre 
that would  not only house the remands at Head ingley, 
but would also take over the remand faci l ity in the City 
of Winnipeg. Secondly, I cannot say precisely at this 
t ime just how soon or where that faci l ity wou ld  be 
bui l t ,  but one proposal is  that it be l ocated near the 
courts. 

MR. SHERMAN: What is  the difficu lty or is  there any 
diff icu lty in terms of staff ing distr ibut ion at Heading
ley, for example, that would  result from the fact that 
there is a fairly substantial remand population there? 
Of the overall staff at Headingley which the M i n ister 
provided the f igures on a few moments ago, it's 
approximately 200 SMYs,  would there be a very heavy 
component of that total complement that was com
m itted to the remand capabi l ity or is that staffed on 
pretty much the same basis as the general i nstitution? 

MR. EVANS: I th ink  the question was, of the 1 97,  what 
percentage or how many are i nvolved in holding the 
remand people. We don't d ifferentiate that, so that 
i nformation is  not avai lable,  but we can tell you that 
the staff-to- inmate ratio is  1 to 1 .8 at both the Head
ing ley i nstitution and the Winnipeg Remand Center. 
B ut there's no breakdown; I can't tel l you of the 1 97,  
h ow many are required for remand people because 
that i n formation is s imply not tabulated. 

MR. SHERMAN: The i nformation that the M i n ister 
has g iven me really provides the answer, M r. Chair
man.  I i nfer from those f igures that m aintenance of a 
remand capabi l ity does not requi re any greater staf
f ing than the general institution as such. It doesn't put 
any part icu lar staff ing pressures on an i nstitution. I s  
that correct? 

MR. EVANS: I ' m  advised in the  negat i ve,  M r. 
Chairman. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, there was some con
cern again a few years ago, fairly recently, about the 
Temporary Absence Program at Head i ngley and I 
know that the M i n ister of the day and the Commis
sioner of the day, who was the same Commissioner of 
th is day, took some steps to t ighten up the TA pro
g ram and the TA procedures and qualifications. I 
wonder if the Min ister could advise the Comm ittee as 
to the status of that program at the present t ime; who 
has the authority i n  the i nstitutions for issuing tem
porary absences; whether all such privileges have to 
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be approved by the Commissioner; whether the sys
tem and the department and the division are expe
riencing any difficu lties in the temporary absence 
area at the present ti me? 

MR. EVANS: There are a set of g uidel i nes that have 
been establ ished and those g uidel i nes dictate the way 
the decisions are made. I imagine ult imately the f inal 
decision is made by the senior adm i nistrator and 
there's another problem too. The amount of tempor
ary absences poss ib le, do relate to the employment 
opportunities, so i f  employment opportunities fal l  off 
then it's not as easy to g ive temporary absences. 
These people generally are going to work some place 
where they're accepted by the employer. 

MR. SHERMAN: I 'm sorry, I m issed the i n itial remarks 
of the M i n ister in his response, Mr. Chairman. I 'd l i ke 
to ask h i m  again where the authority for issu ing tem
porary absence permits rests; does it rest with senior 
staff at the i nstitutions or does i t  repose entirely with 
the chief executive officer of the i nstitution or does i t  
repose entirely with the Comm issioner? 

MR. EVANS: The authority is  with the D i rector of 
Adult Corrections. 

MR. SHERMAN: So that the CEO or d i rector of an 
i nstitution as such, has to c lear temporary absence 
permits with the D i rector of Adult Corrections; is  that 
correct? 

MR. EVANS: Yes. 

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, M r. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 7. (b) (2) -pass; 7 . (b) (3) External 
Agencies and Halfway Houses - The Member for 
Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Chairman, could the M i n ister 
out l ine for the Committee the extent, or range, or 
network of External Agencies and Halfway Houses 
that come u nder the aegis of this office? 

MR. EVANS: The External Agencies and Halfway 
Houses with which we are i nvolved are as fol lows: 
John Howard and E l izabeth Fry Society; N ative Clan 
Organization; Manitoba Society of Cri m i nology; Open 
Ci rcle, a small g rant; Frontier Col lege; those are 
External Agencies and then there are a n u m ber of 
Halfway Houses. There are six Halfway Houses and 
there's a proposal to bring forth a seventh Halfway 
House to be operated by the Native Clan.  This is a 
faci l i ty in Northern Manitoba. 

MR. SHERMAN: Those six Halfway Houses, now 
becoming seven with the Native C lan i n itiative and I 
want to ask the M i n ister about that in a m i nute, M r. 
Chairman; those six Halfway Houses i nclude what 
precise fac i l ities? What are the six? 

MR. EVANS: The fac i l ities i n  1 981 -82 are G rosvenor 
Place; the Native Halfway House; the U nited Church 
Halfway House; Scotia Residents; X-Kalay and the 
Salvation Army Rehabi l itation Centre. As the member 
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perhaps k nows they have com m un ity based pro
g rams, not only room and board, but they p rovide 
counsel ing and assistance i n  obtain ing jobs and 
assistance i n  gett ing i nto academic and i nstitutions of 
learning .  

MR. SHERMAN: Of those s ix  halfway houses and the 
external agencies cited by the M i n ister would a l l  be 
supported by d irect grants f rom th is department. 

Are there any personnel or any services suppl ied by 
the division to the agencies or halfway houses, or is  it 
s imply a matter of d i rect funding grants which those 
agencies then ut i l ize to acqu ire whatever personnel 
and whatever program services they need? 

MR. EVANS: The answer is no, except with the recent 
addit ion,  the Native Clan Fac i l ity. We have a person 
working on a short-term or temporary basis to help 
them get establ ished, I u nderstand. But other than 
that we do not provide staffing .  We provide funding,  
we provide grants and per d iem rates. 

MR. SHERMAN: Does the department provide staff 
tra in ing or staff train ing  opportunities for these 
External Agencies and halfway houses? 

MR. EVANS: The answer is  no, we do not provide 
staff trai n ing opportun ities. I m ight add that these 
faci l it ies are also avai lable to the Federal Govern
ment. The Federal Penitentiaries System may wish to 
use the fac i l ities and i ndeed do. 

MR. SHERMAN: I n  his open i n g  statement,  Mr .  
Chairman, the  M i nister advised the Committee that 
one of the major i n itiatives in this area to be under
taken by the government in 1 982-83 is  the establish
ment of a halfway house in Northern Manitoba - the 
establ ishment won't be undertaken by the govern
ment but wi l l  be u ndertaken by the Native Clan Organ
ization - and funding w i l l  be provided by the 
govern ment to the Native Clan Organization to pursue 
that objective. 

The amount specified I th ink  was $75,000.00. Is that 
the total amount i nsofar as the M i n ister knows of the 
cost of establ ishing that halfway house or is it a g rant 
in aid? 

MR. EVANS: The $75,000 is  our est imate of the 
amount of money that wil l  be paid out on a per d iem 
basis and t his is  for approximately one-half of a year's 
operation.  I n  other words the fac i l ity wi l l  only be i n  
operation, w e  g uesst imate approxi mately a h a l f  of 
this coming fiscal year, so therefore we support i t  i n  
t h e  fol lowing year, t h e  operating funds wi l l  be larger. 
Our best est imate for this year and the amount we've 
al located is  $75,000.00. 

MR. SHERMAN: Where wi l l  that halfway house be 
located, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. EVANS: The matter is sti l l  u nder negotiation but 
i t  is  l ikely to be somewhere i n  the very general v ic in ity 
of The Pas. -(I nterjection)- Yes, it w i l l  be in the 
North. 

MR. SHERMAN: It's an adult faci l i ty presumably. Wi l l  
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it serve males and females or is it u n isexual ,  or  not 
bisexual ,  but exclusively male or female or wi l l  it serve 
all adult population? 

MR. EVANS: M r. Chairman, it could serve both male 
and female but I g uess or iginal ly i t 's meant probably 
primarily for males. 

MR. SHERMAN: Sorry, M r. Chairman. I s  it specifi
cally for Natives, or is  it for the general population? 

MR. EVANS: Mr.  Chairman, it is a program for Natives 
to be run by Natives. 

MR. SHERMAN: Wil l  it work in l iason with, I hope, the 
Alcoholism Foundation? 

MR. EVANS: Yes, M r. Chairman. 

MR. SHERMAN: I s  it reasonable M r. Chairman, to ask 
the Min ister whether he has any guesst imate as to the 
capacity of this halfway house? Would we be looking 
at  6 beds,  12  beds or has such an est i mate been 
attempted? 

MR. EVANS: The a im is to provide accommodation 
for 20 i n  the first year. 

MR. SHERMAN: Wel l ,  that is very encouraging,  Mr .  
Chairman.  I compl i ment the department and the divi
s ion on that i n iative. There is no q uestion, that partic
u larly in the northern part of the provi nce and the 
more rem ote areas of our province there is  a lack of 
fac i l ities for those in our population who are in need 
of services of this k ind ,  I would hope that i t  is the 
forerunner. 

Although I said a few moments ago that I am not 
advocat ing the bu i ld ing  of more faci l it ies i n  the cor
rectional f ield,  I perhaps should qual i fy that and say 
that I am not advocat ing the bu i ld ing of more brick 
and mortar jai ls .  

I th ink there is  a very substantial need for additional 
fac i l it ies of this kind, particularly i n  Northern Mani
toba, simply because distance geography and various 
factors of that kind have short-changed residents of 
that part of the province of many of these needed 
fac i l it ies. So I would hope that this is  a forerunner of a 
program i nitiative i n  this d i rection. 

M r. C hairman, I 'm not concluding my remarks on 
this item but I note that you have other duties ,  S i r. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for The 
Pas. 

MR. HARAPIAK: While the Com mittee of Supply 
meet ing in Room 255,  whi le i n  discussion of Natural 
Resources on Lands, there was opposition to the 
passing of 6 . (d ) (2 ) .  A voice vote was taken and a 
formal vote was requested. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Whi le the section of the Committee 
of Supply mett ing in Committee Room 255 was 
reviewing  Resolution No. 1 06, I tem 6. (d)(2) ,  Item 
6 . (3) (2)  was put to a voice vote and a formal vote was 
requested. A l l  those in favour? Al l  those opposed? I n  
m y  opin ion the ayes have it 
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MR. ENNS: Ayes and nays. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Cal l in the members. 
The q uestion before us is, shal l  Resol ut ion No. 1 06, 

Item 6 . (d) (2)  pass? 

A COUNTED VOTE was taken, the results being as 
follows: Yeas, 25; Nays, 1 9. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I declare the Motion carried. 
Com mittee rise. Cal l  i n  the Speaker. 

IN SESSION 

MR. STORIE: Mr.  Speaker, the Com m ittee of Supply 
has considered certain resolutions, d irects me to 
report same and asks leave to sit again .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The Honourable 
Member for F l in  F lon.  

MR. STORIE: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Honourable Member for Wolseley that the report of 
the Committee be received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
M i n ister of F inance that the House do not adjourn. 

MOTION presented and carried and the House 
accordingly adjourned and stands adjourned u nt i l  
2 :00 p .m .  tomorrow afternoon (Thursday) 




