
I 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Tuesday, 20 April, 1982 

Time - 8:00 p.m. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND TOURISM 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, Phil Eyler (River East): 
Com m i ttee w i l l  come to order. We are on I tem 2.(b)(2) 
I ndustria l  Devel opment .  

The Honourable Mem ber for Sturgeon Creek .  

MR. J .  FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): Mr. 
Chairman,  I 'd j ust l i ke to fo l l ow up on some of the 
projects that were moving along fairly wel l .  The Pri me 
Laboratories with their leg u m e  i noculants had been 
approved by FEARO,  a OREE offer had been accepted, 
and they had p lan ned to l ocate in the Town of Selk irk .  
They changed their m i n ds for d i fferent reasons and  
the search was  u nder way for them to  l ocate in  
another p lace  i n  Man itoba. 

This was one that the Federal G overn ment was 
excepti ona l ly  i nterested in to have come to Canada;  
they have p u b l ished a book on i t .  I t  was because of a 
speech made by the prev ious M i n ister of Agricu lture 
that got these peop le  enth us iast ic  to come to Man i 
toba. I j ust wonder where that stands at  the present 
t i m e  because i t  is  a very i m portant one for Man itoba 
and its research and development that we wou ld be 
look i n g  for with our agricu ltural i n d ustry. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Madam M i n ister. 

HON. MURIEL SMITH (Osborne): Mr. Chairperson ,  
the project referred to by the honourable mem ber has 
now got the new n a m e  of FOR-OAK and i t  i s  loo k i n g  
for a su itable b u i l d i n g  i n  w h i c h  t o  locate, s o  it 's st i l l  
very m u c h  a l i ve a s  a potent ia l  project. 

MR. JOHNSTON: The O R E E  offer has not been with
drawn or anyt h i n g  whi le  they're look ing for a p l ace; 
it's sti l l  their i ntent ion to come to Man itoba. I mean 
OREE offers are made to go to a specif ic locat ion and I 
wou ld hope that the OR EE offer is sti l l  avai lab le ,  
alth o u g h  they're sti l l  searc h i n g  for a spot to move to.  

MRS. SMITH: Yes , Mr. Chairperson ,  the OR E E  peo
ple have offered an extens ion to this company in the ir  
app l icat i o n .  We areed that  i t  looks l i ke it has potent ia l ,  
they're devel o p i n g  a prod uct wh ich  w i l l  f ix  n itrogen in  
the so i l  and ,  as we a l l  know,  th is  is  a v i ta l  stage i n  the 
growth process, so i t  is  st i l l  a l ive. 

MR. JOHNSTON: I just have some that OREE offers 
were approved on that I ' d  l i ke to ask. Wescott Fash ions 
Ltd . ,  they had the ir app l icat ion approved and i t 's  p u b
l i c  k n owledge;  it was i n  the paper for 1.9 m i l l i o n  
investment for an est i m ated add i t iona l  e m ployment 
of about 100. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Cha irperson ,  I would  l i ke to j ust 
delay respo n d i n g  to that .  It was in process in the 
prev ious  year and  I can rep ly  a l i tt le later as to w h at 
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the current status  of that app l icat ion  is .  

MR. JOHNSTON: The Canad ian-Ang lo  M ach i n ery 
Com pany had received a OR E E  offer with our s u pport 
assistance fro m our department to work with OR EE to 
get that from $1, 100,000.00. Have they m oved ahead 
with the custom mac h i n ery plant? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes. Just to back up,  OREE has 
a pproved the Wescott Fash ion and so they're g o i n g  
ahead.  

MR. JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  they've a p proved it  and 
they've accept i t  and they're going ahead i n  other 
words 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, both Wescott and Canadian-Ang lo  
Mac h i nery Company have been approved by OREE 
and are proceed i n g .  

MR. JOHNSTON: She l l  Canada L i m ited , the M i n i ster 
has annou nced that they d i dn't  come to Man itoba or 
d i d n 't cont i n u e  with their new p lant  in Brandon .  The 
reasons g iven were i nterest rates. As I recal l ,  the 
in terest rates were h i g h er last fal l when they were 
p lan n i ng to m ove ahead and they expanded their 
optio n  on the property i n  Brandon .  I t h i n k  they 
in creased their money on the opt ion from $5,000 to 
$30,000 and the decis ion not to come is because of 
h i g h  i n terest rates. They were wel l  on the road to 
d o i n g  it when the i n terest rates were h i g her. I ' m  sure 
that everybody worked on that very hard to have i t  
come to M a n i toba.  I would ask,  have they dropped the 
optio n  on the land i n  Brandon? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes ,  i t 's  regrettable that we have to 
report that they have but  the reason beh i n d  i t  -
(I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  maybe I ' l l  carry on and if he has 
a comment he  can f i l l  in later. 

The reason for the dropp ing  of the opt ion is not the 
s i m p l e  one of i nterest rate change or h igh  i nterest 
rate . The reason has to do  with She l l 's s ituat ion with 
regard to their petro leum reserves and they h ave 
dec ided because of the current s i tuat ion in rel at i o n  to 
the w h o l e  o i l  i n d u stry that they had to retract some
what and they have cons iderably  reduced their  
e m p h as is  on the agri-chemica l  s ide of the i n dustry. 
This i s  a retrench ment on their part based on  their 
re lat ive ro le in the overal l  petro leu m i n d u stry . So, 
regrettably the i n vestment that they had hoped to put 
i nto Brandon sh i fted down to - wel l ,  not j u st a l ow 
priority - sh i fted out of the feas ib le  project that t heir 
head off ice was w i lli n g  to enter in on and  the d ec i s i o n  
w a s  n ot t a k e n  eas i l y  o r  because of any lack of co
operat ion  or enth us iasm on the part of the Man itoba 
Govern ment .  

MR. JOHNSTON: Did  the annou ncement of  3M g o  to 
Morden ?  They did move ahead but  d id they a lso keep 
the opt ion,  or p urchase the l arge tract of land t h at 
they were orig ina l ly  p lan n i n g  to purchase? 

MRS. SMITH: 3M is  occupy i n g  a 40-acre l ot of l a n d  
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and I understand that was the larger amount that they 
had initially considered. Is that better, Walter? 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Swa n 
River. 

MR. D.M. (Doug) GOURLAY (Swan River): Mr. 
Chairman, I'd like to ask the Minister whether she's 
ha d staff members from the department working o n  
the development of 11 meat packing industry i n  North
ern Manitoba? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I'd ask the member to 
elaborate on his question. 

MR. GOURLAY: I'm wondering whether the depart
ment has any personnel from the Department of Eco
nomic Development pursui ng the feasibility of estab
lishing a meat packing i ndustry to serve Northern 
Manitoba? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperso n, there is some study 
going on of the options. I trust that the proposals by 
my. colleagues o n  the Beef Stabilization Plan will 
make such an industry development a more highly 
probable development. As you know, the purpose of 
ihe Beef Stabilizatio n Plan propose d by the govern
me nt is to promote the total industry and to e ncour
age people in the beef field to keep their cattle 
through all the stages of development a n d  provide a 
rea dy source to any meat packing i ndustry that could 
develop in the province. So, I would see the probabil
ity of such an industry developme nt hingi ng very 
greatly on the willingness of farmers to take up the 
governme nt plan. The plan, of course, at the beef e n d  
o f  it is a voluntary plan and it's base d very much o n  the 
willingness of farmers to build the total industry, not 
to just take part in one component of the industry and 
sell off their animals through middle people to spe
cialists in the finishing end of the industry. We hope 
by the kind of program that we've propose d that there 
will a real incentive for Manitoba farmers to get into all 
the phases of the beef industry and, in fact, develop 
something that will a d d  more value here in Manitoba 
and very much improve the economic situatio n. The 
client that is intereste d in developing the meat pack
ing industry is going to make a OR E E  application in a 
few weeks and at t his poi nt in time, we're gover ne d by 
the usu11I confidentiality requirements around those 
sorts of applicatio ns. 

MR. GOURLAY: Well, my reason for asking that 
question, of course, I guess it was a couple of years 
ago, there was a North Feeding the North Conference 
held in The Pas. There's been follow-up meetings as a 

result of that particular confere nce. However, just 
recently, the Valley Meat Packers in Swan River, who 
do a considerable amount of processing at that loca
tion 11nd transport meat pro ducts into northern com
munities, ha d indicate d that information brought to 
them indicate d that there was some activity in the 
development of a meat packing industry at some loca
tion in the north . I would suspect it would be at The 
Pas. I was just won dering just what activity was com
ing out of the Department of Economic Development 
with respect to the overall feasibility a n d  whether or 

not this was a fact . I appreciate the answer that you 
have given. 

I wonder, a further questio n to the Mi nister, whether 
there's been any recent activity i n  the Swa n River area 
with respect to the development of a wafer board 
pla nt or chip board? I thi nk two or three years ago the 
Weldwood people indicated a n  i nterest in that area 
and I'm wondering if tha� has develope d any further in 
the last few months? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, the department 
are active in the first project i de ntifie d, the meat pack
i ng industry. They are assisting with feasibility stu
dies and OR E E  applications i n  northern areas. I guess 
that northern co nference on food productio n did 
open the eyes of ma ny people to the potential that 
does exist i n  the north. So often we've thought of the 
north as having very limite d economic development 
potential and yet what we're findi ng by greater atten
tio n to some of the second-stage industries, if you 
like, is that, i n  fact, such an i ndustry ca n become quite 
vi&ble i n  that setting. I hope that we will be able to 
assist that project to a successful stage where they 
can take off. 

With regard to wafer board, the wafer board i n dus
try or plant; because of the ge neral conditions i n  the 
co nstructio n i ndustry a n d  the market in general i n  
forest-relate d products, that particular project is i n  a 
hold position. I think we're not likely to see a real 
development there until there's some recovery show n 
in the forest products industry as a whole. 

MR. GOURLAY: Mr. Chair ma n, I'm wo n dering 
whether the Minister has any discussions with her 
colleag ue, the Minister of Mu nicipal Affairs with 
respect to the development of the Manitoba Mai n 
Street Program whereby expertise from the Depart
ment of Eco nomic Development might be able to 
assist with the Main Street Manitoba Program. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, because the main 
thrust of that program is a cosmetic-type of cha nge to 
a mu nicipality or a main street havi ng to do with side
walks, lighting, seating, changes in the curbs for dis
able d persons, the program fits much more comfor
tably i nto the Municipal Affairs Department. My 
colleague and I, the Minister of Municipal Affairs, are 
in regular consultation a n d  if there is any co nstructive 
role for us to play you can be assure d that we will do 
so. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Arthur. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, the Minister has ma de 
a statement that I am quite intereste d in. She has 
indicate d that there are discussions going on with a 
packinghouse industry, is that a new packinghouse 
industry that is planning to develop in Manitoba or an 
expa nsion of a present packinghouse facilities? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, it is a new o ne in the 
northern region. 

MR. DOWNEY: One of the further comments that was 
ma de by the Minister is that she, as the Minister of 
Economic Development, is depending very heavily on 
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her colleague's and her government's newly intro
duced Beef Program that is going to be the new eco
no mic stimulus of the agriculture sector in her words, 
and I 'm taking it as such . Is that what I understand that 
she feels is going to be a new major thrust in the whole 
of the packinghouse industry and if so, does she plan 
to move into the packinghouse industry or support 
the packinghouse industry in the same way in which 
her colleague, the Minister of Agriculture, intends to 
move into the feedlot business, that there would be 
government participation in packinghouse facilities 
through the public sector, is that some of her 
intentions? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr . Chairperson, my colleague, the 
Minister of Agriculture, has elaborated in great detail 
the stages of the Beef Stabilization Plan . The intent of 
the plan is to develop a strong industry in the Province 
of Manitoba going from all stages of the cow-calf to 
the - I keep forgetting the agricultural terms but the 
fattening - what is it you call it when you keep them 
fro m - well, you don't slaughter them first - the 
finishing through to the slaughter and the packing
house stage . Up until now, these phases of the indus
try have been handled by different persons and that 
has meant that in the exchange or the sale of an 
ani mal from one business group to another, that there 
is a certain profit taken off and that in many cases the 
most profitable end of the operation and that is the 
packing end of it, the slaughter and the packing
house, takes place outside of the province . Now the 
intent of the new plan is to encourage, not require, but 
to encourage by virtue of its voluntary membership 
component, encourage farmers in Manitoba to build 
the industry from one end to the other. That means 
they must make a commitment to keep their animals 
for several years and to market them for slaughter in 
Manitoba. It means that we must provide some kind of 
financial incentive to enable farmers to hang onto 
their animals that long and to carry them to the final 
stage where they're ready to be slaughtered. The pro
gra m, as outlined by the Minister of Agriculture, does 
not have public control or, should we say, it's not 
intervention, I guess control is the word - it doesn't 
have that as its goal. It has the goal of facilitating 
farmers knowing where the financial pressures will 
co me as they build the industry. 

In the final analysis, the success of the program will 
depend on the desire of Manitoba farmers to build 
that industry. It 's our belief that there will be more 
economic benefit to the total population of Manitoba, 
and of course, to the individual farmer if they're wil
ling to develop the capacity to take the animals right 
through the whole cycle. If the willingness is out 
there, it 's no t something that can be done by govern
ment alone; government can assist and encourage 
and help people over the tough stages. If there's 
response in the farming com munity, then that pro
gra m will in fact build a strong and viable beef indus
try in the province. If the will and the desire is not there 
among the farming community, well, they need not 
join and that program will not be fully drawn upon but 
I think I agree with my colleague, the Minister of 
Agriculture, that our role as government is to enable, 
in difficult economic circu mstances, the farming 
community to build this industry. It 's a co-operative 
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effort. We have a role to play and the individual 
farmers have a role to play. 

At the packinghouse end, our role is to enable that 
to develop in Manitoba, not to get excited about con
trolling or running this for some sort of ideological 
reason. I submit, if the honourable members will read 
carefully the details of the proposed plan, they will 
see, in fact, that is the design of the program, that is 
the intent of the program and that is certainly the 
sense in which the progra m can be made successful 
or not, depending on the desire, the voluntary desire 
and choices of the farmers of Manitoba. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, to the Minister, I am 
somewhat concerned about the way in which one or 
two or maybe many of our colleagues have led her 
down the garden path, because what she has told me 
in this last few minutes is if a cow-calf producer who is 
now an individual who is living in any part of Manitoba 
who would normally produce a calf crop in the spring 
of the year from his cow herd, and in the fall of year if 
there was a profit to be taken, that the government is 
now not advising those particular individuals to take 
that profit. That they could take their livestock to a 
sale facility, whether it was the one in Brandon which 
was unfortunately destroyed by fire, whether it was 
the one in Ashern, or whether it was the one in Roblin, 
anywhere in this province where the producer of 
those calves could take them to that sale facility, the 
Union Stock Yards in Winnipeg, could take those 
calves to that facility and put them on sale to be 
purchased by a feed lot operator in Manitoba, in Sas
katchewan, or in Ontario or wherever the highest 
bidder came from to take those calves and produce a 
profit for that individual . That is now not in the best 
interests of the livestock industry, that you're going to 
give it strength by taking away that profitability at that 
particular time and tell the producer you shall not, if 
you're in the progra m to build a better beef industry, 
but if you stay in the beef program or enter this beef 
progra m that you now feed that ani mal through even 
though you don't produce grain and you have to buy 
all the inputs; that a year from now you can market 
that ani mal and it 'll be sold, must be sold, if the objec
tive is to sell it directly in Manitoba; that you're going 
to now force it to be sold and slaughtered in a Mani
toba slaughterhouse; that beef in the United States is 
higher; that the producer cannot sell it to that particu
lar outside market; that if Ontario wants to pay higher 
money for that beef, or Vancouver, or anywhere else 
on a live-weight basis, that restrictions will be now 
placed on that farmer that he has to slaughter that 
ani mal in Manitoba because of the economic benefit 
that we're all supposed to get from this new beef 
program. 

I sub mit to you, Mada m Minister, through the 
Chairman, that it won't work because the whole Can
adian beef market and the pricing mechanis m is 
established in the U. S. and North A merican continent; 
that beef flows live and dressed all over wherever the 
highest price dictates, whether it 's a stock calf or 
whether it 's a slaughter animal, then that's where the 
producers will eventually get that animal to that par
ticular market . It's traditionally worked the best 
through the beef marketing system that has been 
established in this country. I sub mit to you that it will 
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probably continue t hat way even though, with all 
good intentions, you are trying to introduce a gov
ernment program that will do all the grandiose things 
that have been tried prior to 1977. 

There was a program which ha d the same kind of 
principles, to establish feedlot operations, to support 
the cattle industry in excessively times and when the 
times got better , they would pay money bac k to the 
province , liiid that the option to buy the cattle were 
there to have them slaughtered in Manitoba. All those 
grandiose things that governments, in t heory, think 
can be done, but it just doesn't work. I, again, feel that 
your interference is going to further muddy the waters 
as it has done in Saskatchewan and we've certainly 
seen depressed beef prices some few months ago 
because of the intervention of the Saskatchewan 
government .  All it does is further distort the natural 
marketing and the movement of beef in the North 
American system. When you get producers of a com
modity tied into that kind of a program for six years, 
you're entering them into a program in which they are 
in a no-win situation. 

In fairness to you and your Minister of Agriculture, 
all we can do is wait until the proof is in the numbers of 
people that participate. Goodness knows, they need a 
support program, but they don't need all the additives 
they get with the one that is being presP.nted by the 
government today . They need a one-time payment to 
equalize them with Ontario ari d Alberta. They don't 
need a Beef Marketing Commission to direct their 
beef through - which she would refer to as an orderly 
marketing system - because as she has indicate d, in 
the rest of the economy of this country that we can't or 
she can't influence what's happening there. I, again, 
submit that she can't do it in the beef business 
because of the overall marketing system in which we 
live . 

I would dearly hope that they would get the i dea out 
of your mind, Mr. Chairman, to the Minister, that there 
is an automatic profit the minute you produce a 
slaughter animal . There are too many feedlots that 
have gone out of business in this province to prove 
otherwise . That has been one of the areas that have 
had the extreme difficulties as well as the cow-calf 
producer. I cannot see where the economic develop
ment is going to take place through the kind of a 
program that you're suggesting . I would just suggest 
that you're going to cause further management deci
sion problems with the beef producers; it's going to 
cause inequities, particularly when you get to the 
marketing of cattle that are either questionable for -
they could either go to the further finishing in fee d lots 
or they could go to the slaughter house. If a mistake is 
ma de once they go to the slaughter house and they 
grade a "B" or something less than an "A," then you're 
doing nothing more than costing the taxpayer who is 
trying to support the industry and the beef producer 
who is putting a commodity on the market that is not 
quite finished . They're called two-way cattle; they 're 
cattle that should go to an open market selling system 
and the cattle buyers, the people who are profession
als in their field, make that decision whether they 
should go for further finishing or to a slaughterhouse. 
But once those animals have have been slaughtered 
for butcher purposes, there's no recourse. You have a 
commodity that's both undesirable to the industry, 
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the consumers, and I think it's an ill-conceived con
cept that again I have to say I do not believe it will work 
in its present form. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr . Chairperson, the question of this 
program has been fully debated in the agriculture 
Estimates. I guess the involvement of Economic 
Development in this field is that we have certain inter
ests in developing healthier industries - and I say 
industries - in the Province of Manitoba. 

Some of the principles that we observe are that, if 
you're trying to develop a healthy industry, the more 
components of it you can include in your province, 
the more value-ad de d  that you can accomplish, the 
more benefits there are for the people. So, that is why 
we have an interest in retaining the full cycle of the 
beef industry here in the province. The farmers can 
catch that vision of their industry and help it to grow, 
or it being a voluntary system, they can opt not to and 
that will be a choice they make, but we feel that our 
role is to make possible the developing of a healthy 
and more integrated industry. 

Another economic principle we're concerne d about 
is that if we can eliminate an increasing number of 
middle persons in the industry so that there is Jess 
taken out in profit at the different stages of the indus
try, that we can produce a more economical product 
for the consumers which is our concern. We're not 
only trying to maximize profit to the farming commun
ity . We're trying to see that a valuable product is pro
duced and available to consumers. 

I submit that the approach of the Honourable 
Member is putting the principle of short-sighted max
imizing gai n ahead of developing a total industry for 
the province and that we are making an appeal to the 
farmers of the province which they have perfect free
dom to accept or reject; that there is an opportunity 
here. There is an opportunity for them as individuals 
to get a wider and somewhat more complex view of 
their industry, to add more value here in Manitoba and 
to ensure more security and eventually more profit for 
themselves. That is the purpose of the program and as 
I say if the farmers are of the mind set that whatever 
has been is okay, that traditional ways of marketing 
are the best, they are free to make that choice. 

I submit that some of the rules of thumb that have 
governed the beef industry in this province have been 
that somehow there were cycles, that one could pre
dict the cycle, that one could ask for public support 
when times were tough and then as one saw the 
market opening up and the opportunity to make a 
profit, then one could say government keep out. Now, 
I submit that we all in Manitoba and certainly in the 
farming industry have more to gain by looking at the 
industry in a co nnected way and that we have more to 
gain by asking for the kind of public support that just 
doesn't bail out in difficult times but helps to develop 
the integrated stages of the industry, so that more 
value is added, so that the lowest reasonable prices 
are available to the consumer, that we really can build 
an industry that will last. I guess it's in opposition to 
the concept of one-time payments that assist a farmer 
when in difficulty . We're saying, okay, assistance is 
available but it's in the form of an incentive to 
encourage you as a group to build a total industry 
in Manitoba . 
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MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, I will be very brief. I 
guess the concern that I have is the i dea that the 
Minister has that these middle persons - I would call 
them mi d dle-men, as I think is a more understood 
term in the business world, but to satisfy her we can 
call the m mi d dle persons - if she looks at the front 
page of the Brandon Sun probably of last Thursday, 
she would see that there were some 20 some people 
employe d at the Brandon Auction Mart that was des
troye d by fire. Some 20 some people were earning a 
living through a farmer-owne d co-operative market
ing facility. They handle d some 120,000 slaughter cat
tle and feeder cattle last year. The profit for those 
middle persons that she refers to is some $42,000.00. 
That to me, Mr. Chairman, is a pretty small amount of 
money when you consider the hundreds of millions of 
dollars that were put through in livestock sales for a 
company to retain as a profit on the investment that 
they ha d. That's not calculating the head office staff; 
that's not calculating the truckers; that's not calculat
ing all the input that goes into operating that mid dle 
man operation that she refers to. So, if she plans to 
replace them and that kind of a system with a bureau
cratic system of halting a beef, I wish her well, but I 
feel very sorry for those people that she's replacing, 
those people that now have jobs. 

Then we'll use another one. The Minister of Munici
pal Affairs is sitting here. He's aware of the livestock 
organization at Ste. Rose and the one at Ashern that's 
owned by the pro ducers; there's people there that are 
employe d. Those people will no longer have to worry 
about their jobs because this present Minister of Eco
nomic Development supporte d by the Minister of 
Agriculture is going to change all that. Those jobs will 
become re dundant and filled with civil servants sitting 
at a telephone at a packinghouse desk and that's 
who'll be doing the work. So, I have some serious 
concerns and reservations about the whole thrust and 
I want it on the recor d to show that I think that it's 
totally unacceptable to the farm community as it is to 
the packinghouse and the marketing institutes that 
are now in place and I think will continue to be in 
place, Mr. Chairman. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr . Chairperson, the people i dentifie d 
by the honourable member have the right to choose 
whether to pursue the system they think will work or 
to plug into the system that we are proposing. It 's my 
belief that in today's tight economic situation that 
mere survival is going to require a willingness to 
change. Standing still and relying on yester day's 
patterns and attitudes is going to lea d to decline. A 
willingness to change may ensure survival, may, it will 
not definitely ensure survival. To thrive and grow in 
to day's economic climate is going to take an open 
mind, a willingness to see the connectedness of 
things, to think over longer time frames and be willing 
to work together. Now, the cow-calf pro ducers are 
going to have an option. They can choose whether 
they wish to plug into the opportunity that we are 
offering or not. We feel that offering that opportunity 
of a different way of organizing their economic activ
ity is our responsibility. We feel we have done that and 
we respect the right of the in dividual farmer to make a 
choice. Let 's review the situation in a year and in two 
years and see how well it's working. We're certainly 
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committe d to looking at that. 

MR. DOWNEY: Well, two concerns, the people that I 
was referring to that are part of the marketing system 
do not have the choice that she refers to. It 's the beef 
producer who has the choice whether he or she enters 
the program. Those people who are now unemploye d 
by Manitoba Pool Elevators in Brandon, if that facility 
is not use d by the pro ducers to sell feeder cattle and 
to sell the fat cattle, then their jobs become redund
ant. The people at Ashern who work in the facilities, 
their jobs, they don't have a choice. The policies of the 
government would be in fact putting them out of a job. 
That's the point I wante d to make. The fact that the 
Minister says we should review it in one or two years, 
she's asking the pro ducers to sign up for six years, to 
give 4 to 8 percent of the gross returns of their lives
tock production to this program. So, I would think that 
the concerns that are being place d before the Minister 
should be reviewe d now before the producers are 
aske d to enter a six-year program rather than ask 
them to enter a contract for six years, and then say 
two or three years down the roa d they'll review it. 
That's not acceptable as far as I 'm concerned. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I believe and I know 
my colleague, the Minister of Agriculture, believes 
that our farmers aren't naive any more. They know that 
the industry they are a part of -(lnterjection)- well, I 
think that the myth that they live in a completely indi
vidualistic free enterprise, self-determining world 
really is a naive belief. I can understand people hold
ing it but I can 't understand people who are hurt by 
the cyclical ups and downs of the marketing world, 
particularly in the beef area. It's a cruel cycle if you 
happen to be caught in the wrong end of it and if as at 
present that cycle doesn't behave in any regular 
fashion as use d to be counted upon so that the plan
ning and the calculation that goes on by a far mer is 
upset. 

We submit that the market system is not a self
correcting system; it is not guaranteed to give a fair or 
optimum benefit to the people involve d in it. There
fore, we have to use our God-given brains and resolve 
to understand the co mponents of an industry to see 
what can be done constructively to prod uce a healthy 
industry, and from our point of view in Econo mic 
Development, a d d  the most value here in Manitoba 
and provide the most security. Now the program 
that's come forward is designed to do that, but it 's 
designe d to do that only if the farmers want that kind 
of industry development here and if they're prepare d 
to volunteer to be a part of it. If they choose not to, 
that's their prerogative. If they choose to enter into it 
and catch the excitement, if you like, and the chal
lenge and the greater gains down the roa d, then we 
will in fact all be the gainers here in Manitoba. I would 
be just as happy to move on in the discussion, if the 
honourable members are, in fact, so prepared. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Is that agreed? I have a 
speakers ' list. The Member for Lakeside. 

MR. HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): Mr. Chairman, I don't 
wish to prolong the Estimates at this time but listening 
to the Minister, I must confess, while this may not 
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necessarily win me any votes back home on the farm, 
but I have to express nothing but awe and admiration 
for this Minister and for this government that suggests 
to us in this committee meeting that they are prepared 
to make substantive and fundamental changes to 
assist them of the production of foo d for all our peo
ple , and we're all consumers; that is going to be a 
major improvement. Mr. Chairman, most people in 
this wo rld devote the better part of their working day 
and the better part of their disposal income simply to 
fee d themselves. It so happens that for many different 
reasons, but certainly one of them is the system that 
we operate under, that in this country since the 50s we 
have steadily been able to decrease the amount of 
effort an d that portion of our disposable income that 
Manitobans and Canadians nee d for food. In the mid'-
50s I believe that figure was in the area of 26, 27 
percent, to day it's about 18 percent. The leaders in 
that field, of course, is the Unite d States, our neigh
bours, who are roughly spending 16 percent of their 
disposable income to feed themselves. That country 
has, of course, the least regulated economy in terms 
of food production in the world, perhaps. Canadians, 
Mapito bans are now spending about 18 percent of 
their disposable income to provide a reasonable level 
of nutrition and foo d. 

I, on the one hand, would like to play the devil's 
advocate. I would like to joint that group of favoured 
professionals perhaps that have very restricte d entry 
into fields as I determined the other day in the Minister 
of Agriculture's Estimates. I have two sons, and one of 
them may want to be a turkey farmer and want to be 
prepare d to sell turkeys to his fellow neighbours and 
city cousins, but he can't do that, he's prevente d by 
law. If he wants to sell turkeys for 20 percent less than 
what is the going price, he'll be put in jail. My other 
son may want to milk cows for a living, and does that 
very well, but if he wants to sell it for 1 O cents a quart 
less than Modern Dairies sells it for, what Silverwoods 
sells it for , he'll be put in jail, he can't do that in this 
country. I'm just pointing out in a little way what regu
lation really means, and we should be aware of that, 
and so when the Minister speaks in very flowery terms 
about providing the very best of all situations, let's 
remember that we are all consumers in this world. 
Let's also remember why a dozen Canadian eggs sell 
for 75 cents a dozen in Minneapolis an d 95 cents a 
dozen in Winnipeg. There's a reason for that. Now, 
Madam Minister, let's at least be conscious of that. 
But, as I say, I'm enthralle d by the optimism and the 
challenge that this Minister is prepared to undertake 
in revamping the manner and the way in which we 
have provide d foo d as foo d pro ducers, as farmers, 
that very basic commodity that all of us need. I just 
wante d to put that on the record and I wi l l  look for
war d four years hence, Madam Minister, as to how 
you'll succee d in this endeavour. 

MRS. SMITH: Well, Mr. Chairperson, at least for opin
ion you won't have to wait four years. The food pro
duction system that we have in place in this country is 
changing. I don't know where the honourable member 
has been living the last years of his life, but I'm sure if 
he lives on the farm, that he has seen the conditions 
under which his farm is operating change. I don't 
know the specifics of your farm. I do know that what I 

understand of the farming industry in North America, 
specifically in Canada, is that some rather significant 
things have been happening. For one thing, there's 
been a great deal of artificial chemical put onto the 
land, there's been a certain mining of the land and not 
necessarily a recognition that there's a limite d amount 
of that, that can be done. That at some point, we have 
to pay back to the land what it needs, that it needs time 
to recover, that it needs time to regenerate and that 
some of the older, slower methods of farming and 
crop rotation and plowing back in summer fallow did 
regenerate the land although they did not make the 
quickest buck in the short run. In the long run, they 
may have made a lot of sense, but there's something 
has happened to the farming industry. For one thing 
people have been brainwashed, I believe brainwashed, 
that's my opinion, into thinking that the large farm 
highly mechanized, highly supported by chemical fer
tilizer, herbicide, pesticide is automatically the best 
and that so what if they end up owing more to the bank 
and paying higher prices for fuel, for chemicals, that 
somehow in the marvelous market system of ours 
things are supposed to work out. 

I submit that there are some things that might not 
work out. We may be depleting our soil which is the 
very basis on which we all depend. We may be allow
ing a specialization and a refinement of our seed 
types to be occurring through plant breeders, rights, 
moves and so on, so that the very genetic material on 
which we all depend for our livelihood is beco ming 
deprived of its capacity to respond and generate new 
forms that can overcome ailments. We have allowe d 
our Canadian system to move into specialization in 
fewer and fewer crops. I've been please d to see the 
diversification that's starte d to occur at least in some 
of the grain crops in recent years but, in general, 
we've allowe d our Canadian system to become more 
and more specialized, we've allowed fine land arable 
land to be moved into nonproductive use, and I sub
mit that this may have looked good in the short run 
because the market forces seemed to indicate there 
was better profit to specialize, but in the long run it 
may be suicidal because it reduces the capacity of our 
country to produce the diversity of food crops that we 
nee d. Trade looks goo d when transportation costs 
are minimal, but with the price of oil shooting up and 
the reliability of that kind of a foo d pro duction system 
grows, we may find that what we have create d is not 
an economic miracle but an economic disaster. 
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Now, I'm deliberately painting it in extreme terms. I 
don't think we're in that quite that bad a situation. but I 
submit that our choices are not whether to carry on 
with a system that's working very well and is somehow 
stable and a system that we are proposing which is 
somehow new, frightening and different. Our choices 
are rather going on with a system that in many ways is 
hea ding in a destructive direction, that does not vote 
well for our future capacity to fee d ourselves well or 
economically, and that we have the opportunity in this 
current time to make choices about how we use the 
land, what kind of things we grow and the way in 
which we organize our foo d growing capacities here 
in Manitoba. 

I submit that the healthy development of the full 
stages of an industry like the beef industry is a valua
ble option and farmers do not have to choose it but 
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we, in our consideration of the important components 
of the food industry are recommending that approach. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Lakeside. 

MR. ENNS: Madam Minister, the difference between 
you and me is that I am an optimist; I'm also a cattle
man. I believe that our genetic scientist will eventually 
produce a cow that will produce, not a calf, but a litter 
of five and eight and that they will feed and sustain 
themselves on rusty tin cans and clean up our envi
ronment while they're at it. That genuinely is an optim
istic viewpoint that free enterprisers and entrepre
neurs have, and before you scoff at it, what has 
happened genetically in the livestock industry, surro
gate cows that will carry very valuable $ 10,000, 
$ 15,000, $20,000 calves in them by implant, etc. etc., 
one should not take too lightly about what can 
happen if given a free rein and if offered an incentive 
to do so. 

Really, the question and I don't want to prolong this 
debate because we are now talking in Agriculture and 
you are the Economic Development Minister and you 
don't have to particularly, I know you may want to, 
defend a particular status quo of a particular type of 
farming or something like that, but I'm talking about 
production. I am talking about what are we providing 
for our citizens. What we have provided for our citi
zens is the lowest possible price for food, some 18 
percent of  their disposable income. They can do 
many other things with income. They can support 
political parties and get them elected if they want to; 
they can support leisure at the lake; they can support 
going to cultural happenings and broaden their living 
experience that way, in a manner, in a way, which very 
few other groupings of peoples, civilizations have 
other than here on the North American continent. 

You have quoted from time to time the Japanese 
experience. They spend about 35 percent of their 
disposable income on food. Western Europe spends 
about 28 to 30 percent of their disposable income on 
food. It is only in this country that we spend as little as 
1 8  percent of our disposable income on food and you 
have the -(Interjection)- no, no, I'm not saying the 
gall. I say the courage and that's why I say I admire her 
courage to tinker with that system. I happen to think 
that we have in many ways already restricted further 
progress by not allowing the bringing together of 
technology, of bringing together capital, whether it is 
big firms or multinational firms of considerably 
enhancing our processing industry here in this pro
vince. That has not happened just under your Minis
try, Mrs. Minister. That's happened under Conserva
tive Ministries; that's happened under my Ministry 
back in 1 96 7-68 when we had opportunities of provid
ing many hundreds of jobs. I won't exaggerate, per
haps even thousands of jobs, in expanding the pro
cessing industry in this province. 

It is my belief, Madam Minister, that the biggest 
direction of the Department of Economics should be 
that the excess food that we have the capacity of 
producing in this province should have the biggest 
amount of labour input into it; that we should be 
processing it to the greate.st extent; that we should do 
far more exporting of finished product rather than the 
raw product, but that takes a certain amount of appre-

ciation that capital, business, requires their elbow 
room to make this happen. That isn't always happen
ing under our current restricted Marketing Board leg
islation and I don't put that at the feet of this Minister. 
That's happened under many different jurisdictions 
including a jurisdiction that I had at one particular 
time. I'm simply putting it on the record and I'll agree 
with the Minister. 

I won't pursue the argument much further that it's a 
very admirable role for the Minister to assume that she 
can and that this government will considerably 
improve in terms of the net product. The net product 
is providing nutritious food for Manitobans at less 
cost than it is today. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, maybe in this lengthy 
interchange, we are arriving at some common under
standings and that is that our goal is to provide nutri
tious food for our own people at moderate cost. I think 
we can agree on that. I think where we have to dis
agree and I would just like to itemize some of the 
issues. I think you are possibly a year or a year-and-a
ha If perhaps my senior. You were raised in that same 
era where we were encouraged to trust unquestion
ingly in the ability of scientists to solve all our prob
lems and to bring greater plenty if only we would put 
more money into technology or, at the same time, into 
business, into capital investment. 

I submit, technology and enterprise can do a great 
deal. In some respects they can do things that we 
haven't yet imagined, but there are also the possibili
ties of limits to what they can do and I think to have a 
blind faith that technology can solve all our problems 
or that, at least, pursuing any technology is good and 
that we don't have to sit back and look at the cumula
tive affect and make some judgment calls is a very 
dangerous sort of faith. I don't share that faith. I am 
very interested and supportive of scientific develop
ment, but I think there also has to be a kind of judg
ment that looks at the possibility that we may deplete 
our soils; that we may seriously reduce the genetic 
capacity of our seeds to regenerate; that we may so 
add preservatives and so on to our food that we 
reduce its nutrition; that cost to the consumer is not 
the only factor. There is also quality. 

If we trust in whatever agricultural policy produces 
quick profit to the producer, we may end up in hurting 
the common heredity of all of us, the soil, and we may 
end up not always delivering the best nutrition at the 
most reasonable cost to the consumer. So, I think we 
shouldn't go into any of these issues with a blind faith. 
Curiosity, openness, willingness to evaluate, yes, but 
not a blind faith. I think that we are after good nutri
tion, reasonable use of our land, as much self
sufficiency in food as we can reasonably manage 
given our climate and reasonable profit for the people 
engaged in all the activities in the chain of the food 
production cycle. I submit that is what we're after in 
other industries as well. We think that it's a balanced 
approach and that it does not rely blindly on what I 
think are really outmoded beliefs. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Swan 
River. 

MR. GOURLAY: I have a short question regarding 
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Porky Packers that was established at The Pas some 
10 or 12 years ago and it only functioned for a short 
time and was closed down because it violated a 
municipal by-law. I'm wondering, the Minister indi
cated that there was some feasibility work going on in 
the North with respect to establishing a new meat 
processing facility. Does this involve the future use of 
Porky Packers. by any chance? 

MRS. SMITH: The future use of what? 

MR. DOWNEY: Porky Packers, at The Pas. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I can say no. but that 
we would rather keep confidential the name of firms 
that we're dealing with. I think that's the basis on 
which we work with them. 

MR. DOWNEY: I'm not seeking the name of the firm 
that wants to get a new facility going, but I know that 
the Federal Government and I'm not sure about the 
province. did put in a fair amount of money in the 
facility that is sitting there and hasn't been operating 
as· a complete meat processing. I am wondering if 
there has been a change in the municipal zoning there 
that this facility might be used in part for such a 
project? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I don't know about 
the particular proposal that the member is referring 
to. I really don't have anything specific to say about it. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Stur
geon Creek. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just 
want to be clear on one thing. The person or persons 
making O R E E  application or proposal which means 
there must have been some research done ahead of 
time or else there's no sense going with the proposal, 
am I to understand that there would be a packing 
plant in The Pas that would slaughter cattle, then pack 
a product and put it on the market under a name 
brand, whatever the name brand may be and that the 
Provincial Government may be involved in establish
ing that plant with the O R E E  applicant? 

MRS. SMITH: Well, Mr. Chairperson, I never menti
oned a town in the north; I never mentioned which 
animal was being considered I never mentioned an 
active role for the Provincial Government other than 
in feasibility study. So, I guess the answer in sum to 
the honourable member is, no. 

MR. JOHNSTON: But we are looking at a new pack
ing plant that would be established then on the basis 
of the program that the Minister of Agriculture has 
and that plant would be slaughtering and producing a 
product. We don't know who it is, but the product 
would have to have a name and would have to com
pete on the market with other companies or maybe it's 
one of the bigger companies that is taking a look at 
the feasibility, but we are looking at another packing 
plant in northern Manitoba. Let's put it that way. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson. the most I can say is 

that there is a O R E E  application for a northern meat 
industry plant and that is the long and the short of it. 

MR. JOHNSTON: The Minister said that the involve
ment at the present time is feasibility study. Would it 
be the intention of the government to consider having 
a joint venture in this plant? 

MRS. SMITH: Well, Mr. Chairperson, we are open a 
lot of possibilities no w and in the future, but this 
particular project that I referred to earlier is a O R E E  
application. O R E E  meaning Federal Government not 
Provincial and that's where it sits. There is no current 
plan or intention of the Provincial Government to be 
involved in any formal way. 

MR. JOHNSTON: I have another question on another 
subject. In Manitoba, we have on Black Island proba
bly the best silica sand that there is. At the present 
time, we have that sand come down to Selkirk and it's 
shipped in many places in North America, but one 
that I would mention. It goes to Alberta where they 
make bottles and the bottles are shipped back to 
Manitoba to be used in the Manitoba bottling industry 
and there was a lot of work being done to try and 
establish a plant that would use that sand either in 
bottles or in lamps or in dishes or whatever. I know 
that there was a group went down to New York to a 

convention. I believe it was glass manufacturing 
companies that they attended and they were working 
very sincerely to try and establish an industry to use 
that sand in the Province of Manitoba. Is that still 
being worked on? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I'm informed the 
specific project the honourable member is referring 
to was in fact dropped during his tenure. There is not 
at present another specific company looking at that 
possibility, but I guess we've been alerted to the fact 
that we do have a rather special quality of silica sand 
in Manitoba and that's one of the opportunities for 
development that we will be keeping in mind. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Yes, there was more than one 
dropped during the last administration, but there was 
an insistence, I guess, on my part that we keep trying 
very hard to use that resource of Manitobans in Mani- · 

toba. I would sincerely hope that effort is still being 
made. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, there is another 
firm actively looking at the glass production, but their 
intention would not be to use that particular sand. 
However. I think the honourable member has raised 
the issue and identified the potential of that sand and I 
think that's often how good ideas develop. Someone 
initially investigates; it doesn't look feasible from their 
point of view. but in the course of time someone else 
comes along, perhaps with the right piece of the puz
zle and an industry can in fact develop. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman. I wanted to move 
from (a) to (b). My question, do you want to pass (a) 
and (b) or just let me . . .  or (a). 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: (a) is passed already. 
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We're on 2(b)(2). 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, I'd just like to ask 
the Minister, there isn't an increase in personnel in 
Industrial Development according to the sheet I was 
supplied with. In fact, it appears that it's a decrease of 
two people and yet, the Other Expenditures are up 
about $ 126,000.00. I wonder if the Minister could 
advise us what that increase is for. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, two people were 
transferred out from the printed vote to the time when 
we did our Estimates. In fact, it was during the hon
ourable member's tenure. One was transferred to 
Regional Benefits and another to Communication 
and Creative Services. The basic increase in our 
expenditures is largely accounted for by a second 
part of a two-part vote to Superior Bus. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2. (b)(2)-pass - the Min
ister of Municipal Affairs. 

HON. A.R. PETE ADAM (Ste. Rose): Thank you, Mr. 
Chairperson. I know that you have allowed a great 
deal of latitude and I am sure that we should not be 
discussing in depth, as we have done the Department 
of Agriculture. However, I feel compelled to make a 
few comments not to leave on the record unchal
lenged some of the remarks that were made by my 
honourable friend, the Member for Arthur, in that he 
indicated in his opening remarks that the government 
was, with it's new program for Beef Stabilization, 
intending to take control of the industry. As well, I 
think he mentioned the intention of the government to 
take over the operation of the Pool Auction Mart in 
Brandon and I think that the record should be clear 
that is not the case. I think the Minister of Agriculture 
made that statement in the House, I believe, yesterday. 

Mr. Chairperson, I was in Brandon on Thursday. It 
was not possible to get hold of the Pool people there 
on Wednesday because of the fire and I went down 
and had an on site inspection. In fact, I was there 
Thursday and Friday as well. Mr. Chairperson, it is 
certainly a very unfortunate occurrence that hap
pened there and when I was there, the dead animals 
were still in the building and the roof was caved in. It 
was an unbelievable mess and, Mr. Chairman, it was 
really a gigantic operation to try and clean that out. 
The advisory group to the Manitoba Pool held a meet
ing, I believe that meeting was held on Thursday, and 
there was some enthusiasm to reopen the auction 
mart on the part of the adviser; that's what I had been 
informed by the manager there. However, the Direc
tors of the Pool were to meet yesterday, that is Mon
day, to discuss the matter further. Now the suggestion 
that the facility would be closed because of an effort 
on the part of the government to, at least, attempt to 
try and save the livestock industry is a bit unfair 
because in speaking to the manager of the auction 
mart there, he indicated that yes, there were some 
questions as to whether they would reopen again, but 
in view of the state of the economy of the beef indus
try, and it was not whether or not there was a beef 
program in place, but it was rather the overall condi
tion of the beef industry at the present time. 

I wanted to make that statement, to not leave on the 

record the statement that the government is trying to 
take over the facility in Brandon. I believe that, Mr. 
Chairperson, there is room and the program has not 
been finalized, there are still discussions taking place 
with the beef producers in the Province of Manitoba 
and there are going to be further meetings held to 
discuss the program, and there may well be a role for a 
facility like there is in Brandon to continue and, in 
fact, I was advised when I was there that they were 
perhaps planning to change their operation to a rail 
grade rather than the way they have in the past. 

The beef stabilization that we are trying to put 
together is in response to discussions with beef pro
ducers across the province. Let's say, for instance, the 
Manitoba Cattle Producers Association who have 
recommended a stabilization program that the beef 
producers would put payment into a fund on every 
animal sold, that was a position that was put forward 
by the cattlemen association, and the other compo
nent is recommendations put forward by other pro
ducers and it is the combination of different views out 
there and different positions and it is an attempt, an 
effort to try and save an industry that's in very serious 
difficulty and in serious trouble at the present time 
and it's an attempt to try and rectify some of the 
weaknesses that is evident in the industry and caus
ing many of our producers to go out of business, not 
only in Manitoba, but the same thing is happening in 
other provinces. 

Because of the seriousness of the situation many of 
our neighbouring provinces have come forward with 
some very rich programs in some instances and the 
honourable member is naive, he is very naive if he 
believes that the Province of Manitoba is able to come 
forward with say $40 million to save the industry in a 
one-shot injection of funds that we have just com
pleted doing a few years ago, and that the livestoc k 
industry will be here again next year or the year after 
for the same thing because the nature of the free 
market does not provide cost of production and there
fore this is an attempt. Mr. Chairperson, I'm not sure 
whether this will save the industry. It may be too late 
but, at least, it's an attempt to do something, and I've 
heard about commments from many people, many 
sectors, about the New Democrats and being with 
their heads in the sand as far as the Crow rate is 
concerned. I could reciprocate by saying that on this 
issue I think the honourable members opposite are 
indeed not progressive, they are not progressive. 
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I'm going to be polite, Mr. Chairperson, and say that 
they are not being progressive.I think we have to 
address this problem. The idea behind this is to try 
and prevent our 400 pound calves, our 500 pound 
calves from being shipped out of the province, fin
ished in other provinces, slaughtered in other provin
ces, sold in other provinces, consumed in other pro
vinces. This is an attempt to try -(Interjection)- We 
are not going to force, Mr. Chairman. Now, the 
members opposite would like to use the word "force." 
Mr. Chairperson, the honourable members like to use 
the word "force." I've heard the Member for Arthur say 
that word two, three times in his remarks, force, force, 
force and I hear the Member for Lakeside saying the 
same thing, and I recall, Mr. Chairman, that the Bill 25, 
I think it was, that forced every cattle producer in the 
province to have a check off on his cattle, it was not a 
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free choic e. fhis at least , Mr. Chairperso n, is free for 
those who feel that they ca n not battle the free market 
any more, that they have to have a lo nger ter m pr'otec
tion a nd it is absolutely voluntary, they may e nter the 
progra m. 

I s ub mit that there will be roo m for the auct io n 
marts. There will be ma ny other types of c attle that 
will not be goi ng for slaughter . There will o nly be a 
percentage of the cattle goi ng u nder the progra m if it 
is successful a nd there will be roo m for auctio n marts 
for other types of cattle. There may be roo m for the 
auctio n marts for assembling points for those cattle 
that may be goi ng to for rail grade, there are all ki nds 
of other alter natives out there. A nd I would hope, Mr. 
Chairperso n, that me mbers opposite would at least 
try a nd be more broad m inded o n  th is issue because 
the i ndustry is i n  dire stra its a nd so meth i ng has to be 
do ne because the industr y  is go ne if we do n't do 
so mething, a nd I submit that a cash i njectio n of eve n 
$40 millio n to try a nd save the i ndustry at th is ti me w ill 
not help because they'll be back here next year for 
a nother 40 millio n a nd Ma nitoba is not a, you k now, 
the Treasury is not a bottomless p it such as we have 
pe r.haps i n  so me of our neighbouri ng prov i nces. So, 
Mr. Chairperson, I just wa nted to l eave those re marks 
on the record so as not to have a ny m is interpretatio n 
about whet her the gover n me nt is i ntend i ng to take 
over th is or to take over that, the progra m is volu ntary 
a nd it's free for anyo ne to joi n or stay out if he so 
desires. 

MR. D EPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b ) (2)  - the Me mber 
for Morr is. 

MR. CLAYTON MANNESS (Morris): Tha nk you, Mr. 
Chair ma n. First of all, I' m holding myself back a nd I 
wo n't ju mp i nto the meat debate although the co nte n
tious co m me nts made by the Mi nister, a nd I'd like to 
quote - she's talking about far m i ng a nd I th i nk she 
sa id, "It was lead i ng to a n  eco no m ic d isaster." She 
said, "It was heading i n  a destructive d irect io n a nd 
that we'll all have to lear n how to use the la nd." I thi nk 
those co m me nts cry out for so me type of rebuttal but 
this is a ne w Sessio n and I' m sure we'll have ma ny 
opportunities to debate those co m me nts later o n. 

This is the first opportu nity I have had to sit i n  this 
particular depart me nt, the Est i mates of th is depart
ment, a nd the questio n I' m about to ask may have 
bee n covered. I n  this particular area I' m wo nder i ng if  
the Mi nister could i ndicate to us how ma ny fir ms that 
her depart me nt is aware of that are prepared to 
expa nd i n  this province, bear i ng i n  m i nd not i ncluding 
those that may have made a n nounce me nts to that 
effect. Ho w ma ny, let's sa y, w ith 10 e mployees a nd 
over is her depart ment aware of are prepared t o  
expand their productio n fac il ities i n  this province at 
this ti me? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperso n, I could sort of toss off 
nu mbers like twenty-seve n  a nd three-quarters or 
3, 293. I'd be presu mptuous, I do n't k now precisely 
because fir ms i n  the current method of operation, 
unless the y co me a nd ask us for so me ki nd of assis
ta nce or advice, operate o n  their o w n  a nd that's as it 
should be for the large perce ntage of the m. We are 
actively assisti ng 20 fir ms with their assess me nt of 
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i nvest me nt here. 
I d id, just before we left the beef sce ne co mpletely, 

wa nt to bring up to date my colleague, the Honour
able Mi nister of Mu nicipal Affair's report o n  the Bra n
do n beef a nd just dra w the attentio n of the gro up to 
the report made by the Honourable Mi n ister of Envi
ro n me nt today i n  the House i n  no n metric for the 
be nefit of the me mbers opposite that the fate o f  the 
beef cattle i n  Bra ndon is now be i ng settled i n  a p it 50 
feet by 50 feet u nder layers of li me, cattle, l i me, cattle 
a nd l i me. 

Seriously though, to get back to the numbers of  
f ir ms that have i nte ntio n to co me here, our normal 
way of hear i ng fro m fir ms is that they e ither phone us 
up as is the wa nt of a f ir m  that's looking at i nvesting i n  
a prov i nce, the y need t o  k no w  i nfor matio n about our 
laws a nd there's a lot of i nfor matio n that ca n be 
obta i ned just by pho ni ng the depart me nt. There's 
also specialists i n  each of the priority i ndustry sectors 
who keep o n  top of what's goi ng on either w ith exist
i ng f ir ms or w ith prospective fir ms, not o nly here but 
across the cou ntry and so meti mes i n  other cou ntries, 
particularly the U n ited States. They travel to eve nts 
where there are collectio ns of people i n  these prior ity 
sectors a nd they carry w ith the m, of course, i n for ma
t io n  about the prospects here i n  Ma n itoba, a nd if they 
can i nterest so meo ne in a n  opportu n ity here, they w ill 
do so. So it's a co mb i nat io n of reactio n to quest io ns 
asked by i ndustries and outreach to i nduce i ndustr ies 
to co me here, i ndustries whose part icular needs 
happe n to match what we have to offer. 

MR. MANNESS: Tha nk you, Mada m Mi nister. I real
ize full well that, of course, you couldn't k now of the 
hopes or the ideas of all those fir ms that are prepared 
to expand, but t wo questions; first of all, you me nti
o ned 20 firms. Are those that are i nterested i n  locating 
here at present, or in fact does that nu mber i nclude 
those that are now s ituated here a nd are th inki ng of 
expanding? Because that was the i nte nt of  my ques
tio n. How ma ny local f ir ms that are now i n  ex iste nce 
are prepared to expand at this ti me i n  th is province? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperso n, on our active list we 
have i n  the neighborhood of seve n or e ight fro m out
side the province a nd in the neighborhood of 25 to 30 
f ir ms i n  the prov i nce that are look i ng at expa ns io n or 
new directions. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b ) (2 )-pass. 
2.(b ) (3 )  Regional Be nefits - the Me mber for Stur

geo n Creek. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Cha ir ma n, I wo nder if the M in
ister would just outli ne this Regio nal Be ne f its 
Depart me nt. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperso n, this was a bra nch 
that was developed u nder the precedi ng gover n m ent 
a nd was e ntitled "I ndustrial Be nefits." The intentio n 
was to work with Ma nitoba suppliers and purchasers 
to maximize the use of Ma nitoba goods and services 
in all major Capital eco no mic activities throughout 
the province. The i nitial fu nction was to look at poten
tial mega projects but this has been expa nded to 
i nclude mega projects or large energy projects to the 
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west of us and also to maximize purchases by the 
Manitoba Government, its agencies and other related 
institutions. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, this takes in then the Indus
trial Benefits, as we call it. It's Regional Benefits, but 
does it take in the group that we're working in, Alberta 
and Saskatchewan, on the large projects out there, 
sourcing them to find out what Manitoba manufactur
ers could supply and having the information of what 
manufacturers do manufacture, to relate it to those 
larger projects? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, strictly speaking, 
that's a trade activity, but a lot of the data collected 
has some connection because with the Regional 
Benefits, which is primarily Manitoba based, we have 
developed this sourcing directory and that means the 
listing of all firms in Manitoba, what they can produce, 
the quantities, time frame and that sort of thing, along 
with the purchases that are made in Manitoba by 
major purchasers . The trade component of this is an 
extension where the same type of listing is applied to 
the trade field . There was, in January, a trade fair here. 
I haven't got the correct name of it here, but where 
potential purchasers from the Alberta energy projects 
came here and met with our potential suppliers and 
that was both to acquaint the purchasers with the 
capacities here in Manitoba and also to give the local 
suppliers some idea of what the opportunities were in 
Alberta, what the preferred methods of approaching 
the different companies were, and in general, to 
improve, increase their capacity to expand their busi
ness in a more active way. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, the book on what Manitoba 
manufacturers produce has been there for a while and 
we have had seminars over the years, the past six or 
seven years come in explaining to Manitoba manufac
turers what would be required on many projects in 
other areas. So, the Regional Benefits is basically, let 
me put it this way, that is being continued more under 
Trade Development than the Regional Benefits. One 
is the expansion of the benefits on all projects in 
Manitoba or looking at all projects in Manitoba from 
the point of view of purchasing practices of Manitoba 
manufacturers and government purchasing. Similarly, 
we had a show that had a group of manufacturers in 
Manitoba showing what they imported or what they 
purchased from out of province . This department is 
going to carry on and expand that work. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, it seems like an artificial distinc
tion between the Trade group and the Regiona l 
Benefits, but functionally the Regional Benefits 
focuses on trade here in Manitoba and the Trade 
group work on export opportunities to other provin
ces, indeed to the United States . The type of invento
rying of industrial production, of industrial services 
available, the running of seminars and so on here in 
Manitoba is an extension of what was done before, 
but as the program develops there's outreach to more 
and more groups, more follow through accomplished 
and the focus has expanded from the initial focus on 
expected mega projects to include the whole range of 
Manitoba economic activity. The big marketing pro-

gram that will come this fall, it's the Canadian Institu
tional Marketing Program . So, it's partly trade and 
partly Regional Benefits, but, a sub-component of 
that is the emphasis on government institutions here 
in Manitoba purchasing Manitoba goods . So, it's a 
d ual thrust by Manitoba and, if that isn't available, by 
Canadians. 

MR. JOHNSTON: The Minister may not have the 
answer to this . Is it the intention of the government to 
change the purchasing policy of Manitoba corpora
tions from the tender basis, where the lowest tender 
usually gets the work, or is it going to be giving a 
preference to Manitoba manufacturers even though 
they're higher? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr . Chairperson, the policy of gov
ernment procurement is under active review at the 
moment and we haven't as yet defined a policy for the 
coming year. The kind of things that we'll be looking 
at is what's being done in the other provinces, either 
as to price preference or in fact to regional preference 
within a province and whether it's a price differential 
or a kind of proportion of the market depending on 
what kind of employment they have in the province. 
We're mindful, in developing a government procure
ment policy, that we have to pay attention both to the 
need of local industries to have opportunity, at the 
same of maintaining a fair climate for tendering for 
companies from outside the province. I think any 
modifications we make will be gradual and clearly 
an nounced to tendering companies. 

MR. JOHNSTON: I hope the Minister is aware that 
Manitoba is a very broad manufacturing base and 
we're only a million people and we don't use, as Man
itobans, anywhere nearthe amount of productio n that 
we are capable of; that we turn o ut every year; that has 
been increasing steadily every year. If we - the fig
ures are there - in Manitoba we are the second larg
est exporter percentage wise of all provinces, Ontario 
being first, and I stress percentage wise. If we start to 
have any rules o n  preference of purchasing or protec
tion for Manitoba manufacturers, I would like to 
assure the Minister that other provinces will retaliate 
and will put Manitoba in a very awkward position. I 
think that should be looked at very carefully while 
you're reviewing the purchasing practices i fthe Mani
toba government is goi ng into a large project. I think 
that there are ways to see that manufacturers in Ma ni
toba have a preference, but be very careful about 
publishing the same as B. C. does and the same as 
Saskatchewan does by percentage preference to 
their manufacturers because it will only backfire in 
Manitoba. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr . Chairperson , I think the honour
able member is repeating what I said that we are 
aware of the sensitivity on the trade end. We are com
piling the information and reviewing it about what is 
the practice in other provinces. As the member 
alluded to, we do have a relatively good record o n  the 
proportion of manufacturing exports that we e njoy. 
Forty percent of our manufactured goods are shipped 
out of the province as end products and that propor
tion is second only to Ontario. So, the concern that 
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the melt! HE!t expresses is one that's alive in o ur minds 
and we will be balanci ng that o ut against t he desire to 
use whatever means we can to generate a good stable 
manufacturing base here in Manitoba. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIR MAN: 2.(b) (3) - the Member 
for I nkster. 

MR.  DON SCOTT (lnkster): Mr. C hairman, on this 
point, I ' d  just like to raise a concer n that was brought 
to my attention relatively recently. It's somet hing that 
I would n ot to see repeated and I feel very co nfident 
will not be repeated. It 's gearing towards the -
(I nterjectio n) - well, in this instance, I can assure the 
Me mber for Arthur it will not be repeated. 

We ha d a very, I g uess yo u co uld call the m a n  
exceptionally forward looking fir m in t he provi nce, it 
happens to be located in my co nstit uency. It te ndered 
on a very large governme n t  related contract. It was a 
low tender. This happened, I believe it was i n  1 978 or 
1979, possibly '79 because that's abo ut the stage the 
project wo uld be in at that poi nt in time and yet did not 
get the te nder. Yet, it was a low tender for the project. 
T he project was in te ns of tho usands of dollars a nd I 
thi nk t hat it -(lnte tjectio n) -It was not do ne through 
Government Services; it was do ne thro ug h a nother 
department. It was an arm of government, if yo u wish. 
Okay? B ut, the people at the time i n  the i nd ustry had 
taken it to the point of goi ng to the Minister and were 
told that they sho uld best not do that beca use they 
rely on a lot of other government co ntracts a nd if they 
were to ca use a ny dist urba nce on this one that it may 
ca use t hem problems in the f ut ure. Now, that I do not 
-(I nterjection) -

MA. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order please. 

MR.  SCOTT: For t he very same reason that they're 
afraid perhaps that something wo uld happe n to their 
f ut ure contracts as well. I wo uld speak very m uch i n  
favour of t he Opposition at the time they have bee n 
asleep -(Interjection) - b ut, Mr. Chairman, I wo uld 
urge to yo u the Minister t hat we do follow a n  e xample 
and do f ollow a position, where there is a close tender 
at all, that we do try and give preference to the local 
manufacturers where the greatest val ue added is in 
t he product. We have an a wf ul lot of cases where 
we're going o utside the co u ntry, in some i nstances, to 
b uy materials when we co uld be b uildi ng them here 
within Canada. I 'm speaki ng of the co u ntry as a 
whole. 

If yo u look at the Japanese e xperience a nd a lot of 
t his is j ust thro ug h their own patriotism really a nd it 's 
patriotism not j ust by governments, b ut also by the 
i ndividuals and the purchasi ng patterns of the  i nd i
viduals there, is that t hey have a stro ng preference for 
commoC:lities produced in their own co untry and 
that's dtie of th e reasons they are where they are 
t oday. That's one of t he reasons -(Interjectio n) - b ut 
they have developed. 

MR.  DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order, order please. 

M R .  S C OtT:  The y have de v e lop ed i nd ustries 
thro ughout fhei r co u ntry of Japan primarily by having 
a preference, not only on the government but o n  the 

consumers themselves, in being willing to take the 
time to be able to develop their products. Yo u just 
have to look a nd one example is computers where 
they were so far behind I B M  and some of the other 
h uge traditional firms and n ow the Ja panese are the 
world leaders in the field and have machines that are 
q uite a bit faster, many times faster tha n the fastest of 
the N orth American machines. So, there are strong 
benefits towards a gover nment backi ng up the i nd us
try who are the employers of the people of that prov
i nce and of o ur province, to back them up a nd to give 
preference to Manitoba and, secondly, Ca nadia n 
ma n ufacturers. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, there was q uite a 
study of procurement policy do ne by the previous 
g over nment a nd one of the interesti ng things about it 
is that it 's one thi ng to develop policy; it 's a nother 
thing to do the follow through and e ns ure that the 
policies recommended are i n  fact being carried o ut by 
all the departme nts. I think w e can experience signifi
cant gains in o u t  Ma nitoba purchasi ng j ust by a pply
i ng the policy that's c urrently on the b ooks. It does 
state t hat where q uality and price are eq ual that b uy 
Manitoba be the r ule, so I think t here is q uite a lot of 
g ain ca n be secured by developing that po licy to t he 
f ull at the im plementation e nd a nd we are going to be 
carryi ng o ut a pretty thorough st udy of other possibil
ities in the tendering process i n  terms of promoti ng 
Manitoba n industry. Some of the goals we wo uld like 
to achieve for Ma nitoba i nd ustry  can be better 
accom plished by ot her means, so the government 
proc urement policy can do some things, b ut it ca n 't 
do everything. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for St ur
geo n Creek. 

M R .  J O HNSTON :  Mr. Chairman, I had indicated to 
p ass this item and I wo uld only refer to the Member for 
lnkster's statements that if he had bro ught his co n
cerns to the Department of Economic Developme nt 
or the Minister of Economic Development, we had a 
gro up within o ur depart ment that examined any com
plaints s uch as he 's speaking of and followed them 
t hro ugh very thoro ughly. If he has a complai nt, it 
w ould real ly be upon him to attend the Minister 's 
offices and these are good offices to find o ut the 
particular circumstances of t hat partic ular order which 
obviously happened in a Crown Corporation and it 
can be looked i n to. Crown Corporations have boards; 
they have chairmen of boards appointed by gover n
ments, b ut the government still can look into the prac
tices if the member has any concerns. As a matter of 
tact, if he had been a good citize n at al i, he probably 
wo uld have gone to his member at that time and c om
plained and his member would have come t o  me as 
t he Minister. 

M R .  DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order please. 2.(b) (3) 
pass ; page b y  page 2.(b) (4) - the Member for St ur
geon Creek. 

M R .  JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, the Minister pretty 
well did o utline the department. We to uched o n  it i n  
Regional Benefits. This department is continuing to 
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work with the sourci ng program and work i nterpro
vincial ly with the other provinces and I hope that the 
other provinces are supplying you with the l ists of 
projects that are bei ng carried on i n  their provinces as 
we su pplied l ists to them. I t  was a co-operative arran
gement that the M i n ister of Economic Development 
had arranged between them at a Western Economic 
Development M i n i sters' meet ing and certainly the 
decision of the M i n isters made it easy for the people in  
th is  department to be working wi th  the government 
officials i n  other provinces and gett ing leads etc . ,  for 
M anitoba manufacturers. I h ope that is sti l l  bei ng car
ried on with the sourcing program. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, it is. 

MR. J O H N STON: J ust one other point  on this, I have 
an art icle that came to my attention it's from the 
Export Development Corporation and the Export 
Development Corporation in  this article has pictures 
of M r. Lu mley and all those fel lows, the Mexican offi
cials etc. ,where it  states that the Canadian Govern
ment was putt ing up  $ 1 50 mi l l ion towards the pur
chase - Mr.  Lu mley ind icated an agreement marked 
the first use of a 900 m i l l ion fund to establish a Federal 
Government to hel p Canadian exporters com pete 
with Canadian Govern ment  subsidized exports 
fi nancing from other cou ntries and there was $ 1 50 
mi l l ion put i n  towards the purchase of buses in  
Mexico. 

I t  would seem that Bombadier in  Quebec and two or 
three other companies i n  Quebec are going to get the 
major portion of this busi ness. I 'm wonderin g  if the 
Export Development Corporat ion has been in  contact 
with the M anitoba Government or have you been in 
contact with them making a request that they come to 
Manitoba and explain to the Man itoba manufacturers 
what products are going to be needed in th is  contract 
and i f  Manitoba manufacturers will be able to supply 
any of them. 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Chai rperson, on the relationsh i p  
with o u r  export t o  EDC a n d  t h e  Honourable Mr. Lum
ley, we have an  ongoing communication there. We 
don't have any sales in Mexico, but we are accom p
l ish ing some buses in other countries, but we shal l  
certa in ly  keep on top of opportunit ies in  both coun
tries. I don't th ink  we can always expect to be the ones 
that land the contracts. I , for one, was happy to see the 
Quebec f irm get a good contract. I t h i n k  we want to 
see as much Canadian export as we possibly can and 
that' l l  be the goal that we wil l  be fol l owing.  We have 
been pleased with some of the recent contracts that 
our bus manufacturers have landed. 

MR. JOHNSTON: I wasn't necessari ly referring to 
com plete buses, Mr. Chairman.  If the people of Can
ada, which M an itoba is part of, are going to put $ 1 50 
m i l l ion into the manufacture of buses or towards the 
man ufacture of buses that's tak ing place in  Canada, a 
very large order. are the manufacturers of M an itoba 
going to have an opportunity to quote on some of the 
components that go i nto that order or go into that 
contract. I don't necessarily mean the complete bus, 
but are we going to be given the opportun ity to supply 
some of that. Let me g ive you an example. 

When the Federal Government purchased tanks 
from Germany, German manufacturers came to Mani
toba and had a sem inar and expla ined and went over 
all of the different items that would be requ ired and 
some of our compan ies did take the o pportu n ity to 
q uote on some of the components for that work. Wil l  
Manitoba manufacturers have the opportunity to 
quote on com ponents on th is  size of an  order that's 
being manufactured in  Canada and 1 50 mi l l ion Cana
dian dol lars going towards it? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chai rperson, there is no reason 
why we won't be given an opportun ity to quote on 
those orders. I th ink  the secret is going to be maintain
ing close and co-operative relat ionships with our 
Federal partners and with those organizations that 
are set up to promote Canadian trade. When the Hon
ourable Mr.  Lumley was here, we did discuss the mat
ter of how Manitoba could best take advantage of the 
services of EDC and I assure the honourable member 
that we are going to be pursu ing any and every oppor
tu nity that looks good for Manitoba producers. 
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MR. JOHNSTON: In the same article, it  says EDC's 
forfeit ing workshops for exporters. "EDC will conduct 
the first in its series of nationwide forfeiting  purchase 
workshops for exporters in  Vancouver on November 
26th ,  this is 1 98 1 ,  i n  Montreal, November 23rd. The 
workshops wi l l  be free of charge." Is  it  the i ntention of  
the EDC to have any workshops i n  Manitoba for  Mani
toba manufacturers regarding goods that are bein g  
produced i n  Canada a n d  bei ng exported, so that 
M anitoba man ufacturers can h ave the o pportunity to 
quote on components for those exports? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Chai rperson, we have no indica
tion of a fixed date in  Manitoba,  but we don't feel 
l im ited by the l ocat ion of such shows and we' l l  cer
tain ly ensure that our people are represented. l f there 
are shows held in other parts of the country, ensure 
that they are there. 

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Chairman,  we've been having 
th is  batt le with the Federal Government for a long 
t ime. I call it a battle because it 's very serious. Every 
time there was a trade mission from another cou ntry 
that was organized i n  Ottawa, they would arrange for 
them to go to Alberta and B. C.  and they would have 
them in Ontario and Quebec. They would send us a 
letter sayin g  these gentlemen would be i n  Ottawa on 
such and such a date and if anybody would care to 
come down to Ottawa and meet with them , we would 
be welcome to do so. We used to argue that there was 
n o  reason why those m issions could not stop i n  Mani
toba, as wel l .  That was brought to the attention of the 
M inister. I know the Deputy has had discussions with 
them on this part icular serious situation of Man itoba 
being e l iminated . I 'm wondering i f  they are i ntend ing  
to make arrangements for  the EDC to come to Mani
toba with their workshops and if we are going to have 
the trade missions stopping in  Manitoba when they 
come across Canada. 

MRS. SMITH:  M r. Chai rperson ,  on the question of 
foreign missions comi n g  to Canada and whether or 
not they stop i n  Manitoba, we have had a situation 
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recent ly where a very e xtensive Japa nese mission 
visited Canada. Now, their plan was not to co me to 
Manito ba ; however, we negotiated a fairly sizable 
presentation by our group i n  Otta wa . A great deal of 
pr eparation went into this presentation ; an audiovis
ual, a kit a nd presentatio n to show, i n  as compact a nd 
i mpressive a way as we could, what the advantages 
were of locating in Manitoba ; what our basic resour
ces w ere; What o ur e xisting manufacturi ng potential 
was. We have since had quite a show of i nterest fro m 
t hat presentation, includi ng an invitatio n to a big 
s how i n  Houston where a great ma ny Ja pa n ese p ur
chasing compa nies will be attendi ng to bid o n  mate
rials require d for big e nergy projects. We have some 
of ou r suppliers who will be attendi ng there a nd get a n  
opportunity to plug i n  to that range o f  op portu nities. 

We hav e  since, as well, met wit h t he Consul General 
of Japa n and discussed our economic sit uatio n a n d  
some of the opportunities we saw here a nd have 
worked out with him a regular excha nge of infor ma
tion. We found out what so me of the perceptual 
blocks the Japanese had"about coming to Ma nitoba, 
either blank spots or preconceived notions and are 
pla)l ning to address those. We also have had a visitor 
here . an Assistant Ambassador from Japan, who was 
also interested in e xploring the sa me li ne of i nvestiga
tion and we have b een going out of our way to culti
vate the relationship with this particular group. We 
will be doing the sa me with other groups as they come 
along. 

I wish to make one correction. The member asked 
whether we had a Federal show here and whether or 
not we had any Manitoban companies able to make a 
presentation or a bid for trading opportunities. there 
was o ne held here just recently, just last mo nth, by 
E D C  a nd in fact 40 Manitoba companies were e nabled 
to attend and show what they had to offer . 

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, I'm c ertainly pleased to hear 
that E D C  is coming to Manitoba. I get the i mpression 
a nd wit h all due r espect that the Minister seems to be 
happy, or not happy, but not concerned that Manito
bans have to go to Ottawa to give their presentations 
to delegations. I can't, for the life of me, understand 
why when the Federal Govern ment is arranging to 
have delegations cross this country that they don't 
stop in Manitoba and give us the opportunity to ma ke 
the presentation here and show them Manitoba in the 
time that is allotted to us . I think it is deplorable t hat 
the Federal Government seems to want to have the 
delegations fly over us instead of stopping here and 
letting us mak e a presentation. I t hink I would suggest 
t hat the Minister talk to the Federal Minister for Mani
toba and go on record that you're not pleased with the 
way they neglect us in that particular sit uatio n or 
circumstance . 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I agree that we could 
dr�w more attention to the fact that we would like to 
be given . I guess you could say equal status, in these 
situations and I think we have gone out of our way to 
point to just such a pattern that E D C  may follow. On 
the other hand, th e mood or style in which we've done 
it hasn't been so muc h a complaining or pointing of a 
finger or a standing on proto col concerns ; we've 
drawn atte nti on to it . At the same ti me, we have been 

willing to go out of our way to go to Ottawa, if that's 
the first step, and make such a n  impact by the co ntent 
and style of o ur presentations that we are not so easy 
to overlook ne xt time. I thi nk that a combination of 
standing up for our rights and bei ng willi ng to go i n  
a nd take initiative and show that we have things to 
offer a nd that we are capable is a good strategy. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Madam Mi nister, we have been 
goi ng to Ottawa for a lo ng ti me. We accepted the 
strategy that yo u had, but at the same ti me, we tried to 
be very diplomatic at first, but when it keeps goi ng on 
a nd o n  a nd k eeps happe ni ng with no results . I think 
it's then time to start to get a little bit, shall we say, 
huffy about it a nd suggest to the m that we want them 
to co me to Ma nitoba i n  no uncertain terms . I have no 
more to say on that. It just seems to disgust me that 
they ca n sit dow n there a nd plan those things a nd 
completely i gnore us and tell us that if we wa nt to 
make a prese ntation to co me to Ottawa. We have 
made ma ny presentations in Ottawa a nd we have had 
ma ny good follow-ups, but I can't see why they ca n't 
come to Win nipeg or Manitoba. 

MRS. SMITH: Once again, I repeat for the honour
able mem ber's benefit that we could sit back and feel 
hurt a nd ne glected a n d  complai n or we can go for
ward and voice our co ncer n, but at the same time offer 
so methi ng positive which I think is what we're doi ng. I 
think whe n o ne brings a foreig n miss io n to a cou ntry, 
they can't stop everywher e and they will tend to map 
out their stops in terms of what areas they know in 
advance or where they k now thi ngs are goi ng on. I 
think it's up to us to dra matize our particular location 
and to have well thought out what kind of match there 
might be between that country and us, as I think we 
did with our meetings with the Japanese.  Pick o ut i n  a 
very sensitive way what the blocks in their minds 
were, not necessarily things that we would have even 
been aware of, but by dialogui ng very carefully with 
them drawing out what could be blocks or in fact just 
big gaps in their awareness and then taking i magina
tive action to overcome those problems. 

For example, th e group that went to Ottawa found 
out that the main awareness that the Japanese group 
had of Ma nitoba was that we were hog suppliers 
because they apparently no longer get their basic hog 
supplies from Denmark which has trouble with foot 
and mouth disease and they did know that they were 
importing hogs fro m Manito ba . Since that, we have 
been able to work, as I say, with our local Consul 
General . with the visiting ambassador and with that 
mission group that we met in Ottawa to change that 
perception so that they can no longer think of Mani
toba i n  quite that way. 
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I know it is discouraging to think that we are not the 
main stop on the route and I intend to keep pleading 
our case on that , maybe pleading is the wrong word, 
asserting our case, but I don't think if we don't get 
immediate response fro m Ottawa or EDC that we're 
going to sit back and think that the ga me is over. We're 
playing an a ctive game·and we are out to do the best 
we can for Manitoba, I think, in the long run, t hat 
combinatio n  of a pproaches is going to be effective. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, I repeat again, we 
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have been playing an active game ; we have been 
doing the things that we had to do for a long time. I 
just repeat .  I am pleased to hear the Minister say that 
she is going to assert herself to have the people in 
Ottawa consider Manitoba. If the Japanese people 
had come here and seen what we are in Manitoba, 
they would have gone back knowing that we do an 
awful lot more. I 'm not saying your presentation is 
right, but I think these people should be coming here. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b )(4 ) -pass; 2.(b )(5) 
- the Member for Sturgeon Creek. 

MR. JOHNSTON: I wonder if the Minister could give 
me an outline of the planned advertising for 1982-83. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson. that hasn't been 
determined yet. We are going through the tendering 
process. 

MR. JOHNSTON: I would ask the Minister - I am 
looking at a page in front of me that I admit was !ast 
year's and we had advertising exhibits provided for 
departments. Manitoba's Economic Development 
campaig n support  was budgeted at $ 186,000 ; printing 
and stat ioner y supplies was 90, the sort of a run down 
of what advertising the Department of Economic 
Developme nt was going to do. 

MRS. SMITH: We will be working with the special 
supplements and sections advertising in major Cana
dia n a nd US busi n ess media; we'll be doing a high 
profile advertising campaign in support of depart
ment and E n ter prise Manitoba programs relating to 
industrial development; we'll be working on visual 
material and a co-ordinated package to illustrate rural 
Manitoba capability and industry sector profiles. We 
will be increasing our participation at trade shows and 
business e x h i bits and there will be an intensive infor
mation iniat i ve through the printed media and 
i mprovement of our public and editorial inquiry 
response activities. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Can the Minister advise us as to 
why the advertising agency was changed and it wasn't 
tendered? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I think I said before 
that the advertising agency is out to tender and any 
advertising agency is open to apply. The decision has 
not yet been made on the tendered . . . 

MR. JOHNSTON: Is Mc K im your advertising agency 
or is it out for tender to have a new agency at the 
present time? It seemed to me that I recall there was 
something in the paper or something mentioned in 
the House that the advertising agency of the Depart
ment of Economic Development had been changed 
and there were no tenders at that time. 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairpe rson, the ann ouncement . .  
was that the single agency that was used before was 
no longer to be the single agency ; but they were not 
precluded from submitting a tende r. In fact, 1 1  agen
cies have been invited to make a presentation and 
they will be meeting tomorrow. 
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I 'd like to move committee rise. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Do you want to pass that item? 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Item 5-pass . 
Committee rise 

SUPPLY - HEAL TH 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin F lon): The 
meeting will come to order . 

The Honourable Minister. 

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): Mr. 
Chairman, the members will find a Senior Citizens' 
Handbook on their desk. 

It is my pleasure, Mr. Chairman, to table the Mani
toba Senior C i tizens ' Hand book today. This is the first 
handbook of information for senior citizens produced 
for Manitobans. It is fitti ng that this effort by the Mani
toba Council on Aging should be occurring in 1982, a 
year in which much attentio rfiivill be focused on aging 
in view of the United Nations having called the first 
World Assembly on Aging in 1982. The first printing 
which you have in front of you is of 10,000 copies 
which will be circulated to people working with senior 
citizens, to government and volunteer agency offices, 
hospitals, personal care homes and a selection of 
seniors and their families. If this pilot distribution 
meets with approval, additional copies will be printed 
for broader distribution to senior citizens later this 
year. Over 80 different programs and agencies are 
included in this handbook. We're presenting in excess 
of 500 different locations of programs and services 
throughout Manitoba. The co-operation of public and 
private sector staff in assisting the council with pro
viding all of this material in a single 100-page hand
book is very encouraging to me as Minister of Health. 
Mr. Chairman, I imagine that the former Minister is 
very pleased because this is something that he initiated 
and the credit certainly doesn 't go to me. I just inher
ited the tabling of it. Did you see the format? It would 
have to be a big format like that. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Chair
man, I 'll just say one word in acknowledgement of the 
appearance of the Man itoba Senior Citizens' Hand
book. I'm very pleased that it has been completed and 
is now available for distribution to our senior citizens 
throughout the province. It was certainly the product 
of a very imaginative, creative and co-operative effort 
over a period to some 18 to 24 mo nths and I congratu
late those who conceived it and, those who contrib
uted to i ts production. I 'm very glad that it 's in circula
tion. It reflects one of the primary recommendations 
of the Council on Aging which was a recommenda� 
tion calling for a more readily available information 
for senior citizens on the various programs and servi
ces that are available to them and I hope that it serves 
an extre mely useful purpose in that regard. Certainly I 
join with the Minister in recognizing the i nfluence that 
the Council on Agi n§ had on this book and on the fact 
that it was in large part their recommendation and 



Tuesday, 20 April, 1 982 

their initiative that has led to its realization today. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Continuing with the Health Esti
mates, particularly Item No. 3. Community Health 
Services and 3.(c)(3) Financial Assistance/External 
Agencies. 

3.(c)(3) -pass ; (c) -pass. 
Item No. 3.(d) Medical Public Health Services, 

3.(d)( 1) Salaries - the Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, with the realignment 
of the department, the medical officers of Health, I 
believe, are now budgeted for under this appropria
tion and I want to raise the question with respect to 
medical officers of Health that I touched on this after
noon in discussions with the Minister under the 
Regional Personal Services Appropriation, can he 
advise the Committee how many Medical Officers of 
Health we have got in Manitoba right now, what 
regions do we have M O Hs in and in what regions are 
we attempting to find them and provide them? 

MR. D ESJARDINS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the medical 
officers of Health in the Westman Region in Killarney, 
there is Dr. William Marshall ; the Central Region, 
Morden, Dr. E. Mc Ruer, 4 days a week ; Winnipeg 
Region, Dr. Campbell and Dr. Sirrett ; the Interlake 
Region in Selkirk, Dr. Rihal ; Eastman Region, Beause
jour, Dr. Robertson ; and then there are part-time med
ical officers of Health in the Parklands Region, Dau
phin, Dr. Eric Sigurdson, half time, S wan River, Dr. 
Frank Malcolm, part-time clinical ; Thompson Region, 
Dr. Ted. Redekop, half time, Dr. Lee, part-time clini
cal ; baylines, NorMan-The Pas, Dr. David Penner, 
weekend clinical, in Moose Lake and Easterville. 
Eastman, Beausejour Medical Clinic share contract 
services with Federal Health and Welfare. Canada 
Mental Services serve Long Water and Little Black 
River. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, the Minister's 
response is certainly encouraging. On the basis of 
that response then we are reassured that there are in 
fact medical officers of Health, either in place on a 
full-time basis or a part-time basis, in every region of 
the province. Is that correct? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes. 

MR. SHERMAN: So where there may be a shortage, 
it's limited to Winnipeg region where we currently 
have one medical officer of Health and really, on the 
basis of the opinion of the experts in the department, 
including those sitting in front of the Minister, we 
should have three. Is that co rrect? 

MR. DESJARDINS: I'm informed that there are two. 
There is Dr. Sirrett and Dr. Campbell. We had one 
before, there are two no w. 

MR. SHERMAN: Is the department looking for a third 
one or is two considered the acceptable establishment? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr . Chairman, as far as I know 
now with the work load that we have, we're satisfied 

with two, but we were afraid of losing one at one time 
because it takes a bit of getting used to the work. This 
person was in training as a medical officer in Public 
Health. Apparently, things have been resolved now to 
everybody's satisfaction. We hope so anyway and we 
would certainly like to keep him, but we're certainly 
not this year. We're not asking for any more than two. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, with the regrettable 
departure of Dr. Manny Snell, some two years ago or 
so, which was forced as much by ill health as anything 
and of course, as most members know, since that time 
Dr. Snell has died and the province has lost that out
standing servant and citizen to everyone's regret. 
With that departure, Dr. John Eadie subsequently has 
become the Chief Provincial Epidemiologist. Can the 
Minister advise the committee as to the structure of 
the Medical Health Services Branch as a conse
quence of that particular change in assignment? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if at this 
time I could read a statement t hat I had prepared on 
Dr . Snell. I think that he's worked for the province long 
enough and I'm pleased that the former Minister saw 
fit to recognize him. I feel that it is only fitting now, Mr. 
Chairman, to pay a tribute to the late Dr. Emmanuel 
Snell, former Director of Preventative Medical Servi
ces and Provincial Epidemiologist for the Department 
of Health. Dr. Snell passed away February 2 1, 1 982 
after contributing 2 3  years of dedicated service to the 
province in the preventative health field. A medical 
graduate from the University of Glasgow, Scotland, 
Dr. Snell served in the Royal Army Medical Corps 
during World War II and was a prisoner of war duri ng 
the fall of Singapore in 1942. Following the war, he 
returned to England for a fe w years and then immi
grated to Canada in 1 957. In Canada he worked for 
one year in Ne wfoundland and then joined the Mani
toba Department of Health in 1958. 

In Manitoba, Dr. Snell served as Medical Director of 
Public Health Services in Portage la Prairie and St . 
Boniface and was promoted to the position of Direc
tor of Venereal Disease Control for the province in 
196 1. In 1 964, he was again promoted to the position 
of Director of Preventative Medical Services, a posi
tion he held until retirement from the province service 
in 1981. During his tenure with the Manitoba Depart
me nt of Health, Dr. Snell set an extremely high stan
dard of professional work. He played a major role in 
establishing the Western Equinine Encephalitis Con
trol Program. He contributed significantly to Tuber
culosis and Silicosis Control Programs in Manitoba. 
Dr. Snell's efforts were recognized, nationally and 
inte rnationally, through various honours in his field, 
including being elected a fellow of the American Pub
lic Health Association in 1965. Dr. Emmanuel Snell 
was a dedicated member of his profession, loyal to the 
institutio n he served. He has been serving this by his 
family, friends and colleagues. 

I was fortunate enough to work with Dr. Snell for 
about four years and of course the former Minister 
knows him very well. He worked with him and I'm sure 
that we agree on this. We feel that this man deserves at 
least this little bit of recognition for what he's done for 
the province in the last few years. It wasn't always 
easy. At one time, I think he was the only ones ; he 
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d idn't have the support staff that he had in the later 
years . 

Mr . Chairman, as far as the department, we are in 
the process of re-organ iz ing right now that depart
ment with Dr . Eadie as - yes, Dr . Eadie's job is being 
posted and advertised th is week and this section is, as 
I say, be ing re-organized at the present t ime . -
(Interjection)- His old job, yes . 

MR. SHERMAN: But, he's cont inuing as Chief Pro
v inc ial Ep idem iologist? 

Mr . Chairman, I'd like to associate myself and the 
Progressive Conservat ive caucus, Her Majesty's Loyal 
Opposit ion, with the statement just proffered the 
Comm ittee by the Minister, with respect to the late 
Dr . Manny Snell . I certainly was grateful for the educa
tion, guidance and support that he gave me and the 
M in ister has had considerable experience of the same 
and we would bot h agree that the pe ople of Manitoba 
were the benef iciaries of his life and his career . 

Mr. Cha irman, th is Salaries item, which is t he one 
we are on, is v irtually the same as last year except for 
an increase of approximately $200,000 and I would 
ask the M inister to describe the difference in those 
two levels on the basis of the structure of the adminis
tration of that department. He says that Dr . Eadie has 
been confirmed in the pos ition of Chief Provincial 
Epidemiologist and Dr . Eadie's old job is being posted 
now. It's being advertised for a successor, but are 
the re ot her additional staffing changes that explain 
the relatively limited increase in the Salaries item, an 
increase that is not excessive but is an increase 
nonetheless . 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr . Chairman, I am told that part 
of t he reason for that in 1981-82, that amount was not 
spent . It was 94 9 instead of $ 1 . 1  million and then there 
were two positions that no salary was included. I've 
just been informed ; I don't know how that works . I 
do n't know if peo ple work for not h ing or who pays 
them but apparently t here was no money i nvolved in 
that . You asked for three, but you didn't ask for any 
money to pay them . -(Interjection)- Well, Mr . 
Cha irman, the former Minister would know better 
than I, but ap pa rently you requested three last year 
and you could only f ill one position at the time . So 
anyway it was underspent by - well, close to $ 100,000 
and now we're ask ing, well, from 94 7 to 1,2 74,000.00 . 
That's the increase . 

MR. SHERMAN: That's correct, there were three 
requested and one f illed . Now those other two pos i
tions are being filled t h is year, is that correct, they're 
included i h  th is budgeted appropriation request? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, they are . In fact, we're ask
ing for an increase of 6 here from 35 to 4 1 .  

MR. SHERMAN: That includes those other two . 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes . 

MR. CHAI RMAN: 3 .(d)( 1)-pass ; 3 .(d)(2) Other 
Expend itures . 

The Honourable Member for Fort Garry . 
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MR. SHERMAN: There is a fa irly substantial increase 
in the Other Expenditures appropriation, Mr . Chair
man, that would appear to account for more than 
normal cost price and inflationary increases . Would 
the Min ister describe to the Comm ittee what the 
range of Other Expenditures encompasses? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, I will . I'll also give you the 
diffe rence from last year to this year . The medical 
adm in istration was 5 1 . 7  last year and 74.4 this year ; 
the epidem iological surveillance, 79 to 102, I'll never 
pronounce that right ; Western Equine Encephalitis, 
39. 9  to 64 . 1 ;  venereal disease control, 125. 1 to 145 .7 ;  
virolog ical products 1,  186,500 going to 1,298,600. 

MR. SHERMAN: Where do the expenditures, for 
example, for such projects as the Interlake Regional 
Hearing Centre appear? Do they appear under a dif
ferent appropriation or under this one? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr . C hairman, I didn't complete 
the list . It was Maternal and Child Health, 4 8. 7 to 50 . 3 ;  
Office of  Hearing Conservation, 24 9.7  t o  320. That 
completes the list . 

MR. SHERMAN: Your office of Hearing Conservation 
goes from 249,000 to 320,000, that provides for an 
additional hearing centre to be located in the Inter
l ake? Is that correct? 

MR. DESJARDINS: And also in Winnipeg. 

MR. SHERMAN: Where will that Hearing Conserva
tion Centre be located in Winnipeg? Does the Minister 
know that yet? 

MR. DESJARDI NS: Possi bly, it's not definite at this 
time but probably at Seven Oaks Hospital. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, was the Diabetic 
Education Se rvice, the concept that was developed in 
the past year or so and was being pursued by the 
previous government and was to be directed by Dr. 
John Moorehouse, placed under this particular 
appropriation? Was it under th is appr opriation that it 
would have been g iven cons iderat ion or is it some
where else in the Est imates that it would have come 
up for review by the M inister and his officials? 

MR. DESJARDINS: This would be the place, Mr . 
Chairman . 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr . Chairman, I have some con
cerns about the inability of the department to proceed 
with that part icular program . I am advised that there 
are some 1,500 adolescent or juvenile diabetics in 
Manitoba . Certainly, if one is attempting to shift the · 

curat ive system that's in place in Health at the present 
t ime even a degree or two in the direction of preventa
tion, it's programs of this kind that are invaluable in 
achieving that change . The program was aimed at 
offering experienced medical counsel and advice to 
diabetics, particularly adolescent diabetics, on the 
best methods of maintain ing proper balance in the ir 
own systems, the best lifestyles to be pursued in order 
to ma inta in those physio logical balances and to pre-
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vent what can often be extremely serious effects of 
diabetes, as the Minister knows, in later stages of life . 

The whole rationale for it was to ensure that people 
who had diabetes. notwithstanding the benefits 
derive d from insulin, were to be given additional pro
tection which would ensure that they would grow into 
their older years. their senior years in much better 
health than often times unfortunately is the case for a 
diabetic . In many cases, diabetes, as the Minister 
knows and as the diabetics themselves know, can 
lead to cardio-vascular disease, kidney disease, other 
difficulties which create extre me problems for th em in 
terms of me dical and hospital care and are life threat
ening to say the least and impact upon the services 
delivered by our hospital and me dical systems . Over 
and above that, there's the whole matter of the welfare 
and well being of the individual diabetic himself or 
herself . 

I have to say for the record, Mr . Chairman, that I felt 
that the Diabetic E ducation Service was an e xtremely 
valuable and relatively ine xpensive initiative in the 
field of general public health and preventive medi
cine. I would simply ask the Minister why the decision 
was ma de to priorize it at a low level of 1982-83 initia
tives and defer it for consideration in the future rather 
than attempting to work it into his budget in 1982-83 . 
If we were talking about a total Health budget of a 
quarter of a billion dollars, it would be a different 
thing, but we 're talking about a total Health budget of 
almost a billion dollars . That e ducation service, I 
believe, was going to cost perhaps approximately 
$ 100,000 on a full year basis . It certainly wasn't going 
to cost $ 100,000 to launch it, but annualized it might 
have been a $ 100,000 . It seems to me to be a rather 
imprudent decision when it comes to priorizing to 
ignore a relatively ine xpensive program of that nature 
with such a high impact and result and benefit not 
only for the patients themselves, the diabetics, but for 
the whole health system on which there is such a 
continuing strain in terms of be ds, facilities and medi
cal support systems . 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr . Chairman, what could be 
sai d? I agree in part with what has been said by the 
former Minister, but it 's not that easy and he knows it . 
It 's not a question of just $ 100,000; there's manv areas 
like that . You have to draw the line somewhere . This 
was one of the last ones that was not cancelle d, was 
cut off for this year and the rationale on this was that 
unfortunately due to the demands for funding in the 
ne xt fiscal year, their nee d to priorize available funds, 
we felt that we were unable to support Diabetic Pro
vincial Program beyond March 3 1st of this year . That 
doesn't mean that we won't look at it again . Now, the 
main reason for that, rightly or wrongly is that our 
senior me dical staff are enco uraging Dr . Moorehouse 
to make application through the Manitoba Diabetic 
Foundation for Fe deral health grant funding . We feel 
that this is appropriate, that this program is in a 
research and developmental stage . If he agree� to do 
this and is successful in receiving funding, we would 
be more than pleased to continue to work with him 
through our field staff and continue to recognize Dr . 
Moorehouse as our departmental consultant on dia
betes . We certainly will look at it ne xt year again, but 
the decision was ma de for this year unfortunately . 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr . Chairman, I hope the Minister 
will keep it in mind and keep it on a list of priorities on 
his desk and look at it again in the very near f uture 
-(Interjection) - $ 1 70,000 .00 . 

Are there any program e xpansions this year in Med
ical Public Health Services under this particular 
appropriation for Other Expenditures, other than the 
ones that have been in place but are being e xpanded 
along the financial lines that the Minister has already 
described? Are there any new programs under Medi
cal Public Health Services? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Those that I can think of . Well, 
we've covered the Hearing Centre and then there is 
some e xpansion in the Luther Homes Telecommuni
cation Services to cover the rural area . That was only 
Winnipeg was covered before . Now, the intention is to 
cover the rural area . 

MR. SHERMAN: I 'd  like to ask the Minister, Mr . 
Chairman, about the Western Equine Encephalitis 
program, the surveillance program . I note a substan
tial increase in the appropriation being requeste d for 
that program . Will that increase be devote d either to 
an increase in the number of central flocks and sur
veillance stations or will some of it be going to 
accommodate the e xpenses that would be encoun
tered in any ongoing research project aime d at find
ing a weapon for control of the vector mosquito and 
control of that particular public health threat . 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr . Chairman, as a result of dis
cussions and deliberations, certain improvements 
and requirements are to be a dopted on this program . 
We are designing mosquito traps that are easier to 
transport than those formerly used. There will be 
closer monitoring of weather data using computers 
and related by computer to counts of mosquitos, par
ticularly col e xtra and tarcellus . Personnel of the Cad
ham Provincial Laboratories are studying quicker 
methods of culturing the virus in the laboratory . In 
1981, there were 25 cases in humans with 2 deaths; 
120 equine cases with 20 deaths and this was the 
worst epidemic since 194 1 .  The Emergency Measures 
Organization provided excellent support services 
during this epidemic . 

In the opinion of all scientists attending the Febru
ary workshop, the development of a vaccine is not 
practicable . Because of the ongoing debate between 
the environmental and medical scientists on the sub
ject of spraying or not spraying, my colleague, the 
Minister Responsible for the Environment- Northern 
Affairs, has instructed the Clean Environment 
Commssion to review this matter also . We are await
ing a report from them . 
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MR. SHERMAN: Mr . Chairman, I am particularly 
interested in that comment by the Minister and espe
cially so in his acknowledgment of the conclusions 
reached by most of the scientists attending the Feb
ruary workshop, which I also attended . As he points 
out, the consensus of the scientists attending that 
workshop is that the achievement of a human vaccine 
for Western Equine Encephalitis is not really a practi
cal goal for a number of reasons, but given that and 
given the fact that it certainly was an alternative that 
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deserved exam i nati o n  scient if ical ly  and has received 
exa m i nat ion sc ient i f ica l ly ,  I j ust want to recount with 
the M i n i ster the fact that the prev ious government d id 
put  in  p l ace a gro u p  that was,  i f  not off ic ia l  i n  nature, 
at least q u as i-off ic ia l  in nature that was charged with 
the respons i b i l ity hopefu l ly  of p ursu i n g  d i fferent 
avenues of research with the goal in m i nd of ident ify
i n g  the most pract i ca l  weapon to seek out and l ocate 
and deve lop and put in p lace for use in future Western 
Equine Encephal i t is  prevent ion programs. 

The q uest ion that o bv ious ly confronted everyone 
on the surface was whether they shou ld  be look i n g  for 
some form of b io log ica l  contro l ;  whether there was 
some type of genetic tec h n i q ue that cou ld  be devel
oped and i njected i nto the mosquito popu latio n ;  
whether we s h o u l d  be l o o k i n g  f o r  a h u ma n  vacci ne; 
whether we shou ld  be look ing for a d i fferent and m ore 
acceptable k i n d  of i n sect ic ide s pray or possib ly  pur
s u i n g  some aven u es that have not even been sug
gested up to th is  po int  in  t i me. That comm ittee was 
charged,  l ate in the s u m mer or early in the fa l l  of 1 98 1 ,  
w i t h  attempti ng  to ident i fy those aven ues o f  search 
for us and some f u n d i n g  was g u aranteed that comm it
tee a n d  I be l ieve that Dr. Jack W i lt of the Cad h a m  Lab 
was p laced in charge of that c o m mittee. 

I wou ld ask the M i n i ster whether that project is 
contin u i ng ?  

M R .  DESJARDINS:  Yes, Mr. C hairman , there has 
been no change on that at a l l .  Last year, there was 79.6 
voted and we are ask i n g  for 102.4 t h i s  year. We are 
also try i n g  to get m ore of the step-students for t h i s  
progra m .  I t h i n k  that i n  the last year, there were o n l y  
e ight  students prov ided for the step to carry out  the  
s urve i l l ance. I n  previous years, 12  students had  been 
prov ided. I nc l uded in t h i s  year's Budget to the M edi
cal Publ ic Health Service, there is  $20,000 to e m p l oy 
the add it ional  students req u ired for the surve i l l ance 
program. For the 1 982-83 f isca l  year, 1 7  students were 
req u ested u nder the step program and 14 were 
approved , so that' l l  pay for the rest if we feel that we 
need them.  

N ow, t h i s  i s  a very diff i c u lt su bject. I k now that the 
former M i n i ster spent  many years and was congratu
l ated and was cri t ic ized and I g uess you can't escape 
that .  Now, the people that we had, the sem i n ar that he 
had orga n ized I t h i n k  and that was held after the 
change of govern ment ,  by some - I ' m  not com ment
i n g  on that at a l l ;  I ' m  j ust g i v i n g  h i m  facts, but some 
felt that i t  was  foregone conc lus ion ;  there were al l 
peop le  on the one s ide .  There was some crit ic i s m  of 
that ,  so we tried to salvage somet h i n g .  We agreed to 
open it to the press and to i nvite other people and then 
we felt ,  i f  that was the case,  i n stead i t  was too l ate, 
i n stead of somebody try i n g  to boycott it with we had 
a l l  the peop le  that we had comi n g  i n ,  we felt that they 
wou ld have their day later on i f  we needed a second 
one and look at the other side. This wou l d  be accep
table to us ,  but  then in d iscussions that we had with 
my col league and I g uess that part of it i nterested h i m  
q u ite a bit ,  i t  was decided t o  have t h i s  i n q u iry t h at I 
ment ioned before and I 'd l i ke to i n vite my col leag ue,  
the M i n i ster of N orthern Affa irs, to maybe say a few 
words on th is .  

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  

for C h urch i l l .  

M R .  COWAN: Yes, M r .  Chairman,  I appreciate the 
i nvitat ion  and the opportun ity and we t h i n k  i t 's  
appropriate that, perhaps i n  the Leg is lature, we shou ld  
make the annou ncement as has a lready been made 
by the Clean Env iron ment Com m i ss ion that we wi l l  be  
ho ld i n g  a series of heari ngs  i n  May, throughout  the 
prov i n ce. I bel ieve i n  Brandon ,  Dau p h i n ,  Thom pson 
and Wi n n i peg,  i n  order to a l low person s  from different 
areas of the provi n ce to come forward and to provide  
u s  wi th  their  suggest ions,  with their  cri t ic isms,  with 
their comments and  hopefu l l y  with their v iews on  
o ptio n s  w h i c h  we m i g ht p ursu e  i n  order to n ot brin g  
u s  to the  s i tuat ion w h i c h  w e  fou n d  o urselves i n  a 
n u m ber of years ago.  It 's not o n l y  l i m i ted to one 
adm i n i strat i o n .  I t ' s  a s i tuat ion that  every a d m i n i stra
t ion has fou nd itself  i n  as a resu l t  of a threat of West
ern Eq u i n e  Encephal i t is .  I t h i n k  the process w h i c h  we 
are u ndertak i n g  at th is  po int  w i l l  a l l ow us to review the 
Bagon spray i n g  program ;  but  the d i fferent opt ions 
wh ich  the mem ber has put forward and which the 
M i n i ster has put forward i n  res pect to how we can 
prevent the q u ick  response, perhaps that's wron g ,  
how we can m a ke i t  so t h a t  w e  do not h ave to respond 
i n  such a q u ic k  manner without havi ng  had the benefit 
of some reviews by the C lean Env iro n ment Com m i s
s ion  to assist us i n  mak ing  a dec i s i on .  I want to make 
that po int  very c lear. 

The Clean Environ ment C o m m ission heari ngs are 
bei n g  conducted to a l l ow us to look over different  
opt ions in  a non-emergency, n on-cr is is  environment,  
n o  p u n  i ntended. I t  i s  desig ned to a l l ow the p u b l i c  to 
make k nown their  i n put  in a way wh ich  removes the 
whole process from the i m mediate threat of a medical  
emergency and a l lows u s  the o pport u n ity and the 
t ime to look over the entire s i tuat ion  caref u l l y  and in a 
cons idered way. That is how it has been des i g n ed; 
that is  the purpose I ' m  certai n t h at i t  w i l l  serve and I 
know that the M i n ister of Health and the previous 
M i n i ster of Health are i nterested i n  t h i s  matter and I 
wi l l  endeavour to keep them advised thro u g h  the 
Leg is lature and through  other means as wel l ,  the 
present M i n i ster, thro u g h  our constant discussions 
on  this s u bject as to exact ly  what is  happen i n g  a nd 
hopefu l ly  we can come forward with the types of solu
t ions wh ich  wi l l  enable us to more effectively deal  with 
emergency s ituat ions.  

MR.  CHAIRMAN: The H onourable Mem ber for Fo rt 
Garry. 

MR.  SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman ,  I endorse that i n it i a
t ive been u ndertaken by the M i n i ster of the Environ
ment and the M i n ister of Health and welcome it  aga in  
now as I d i d  duri ng  exa m i nat i o n  of the  Est i mates of  
the Department of N orthern Affairs and Env iro n men
tal M anagement when the M i n i ster of  the E n viron
ment made the announcement of the i m pendi ng 
review.  I th ink i t 's  an absolute ly essent ia l  project to 
u n d ertake and certai n l y  now i s  the t i m e  to do i t ,  when 
an e m ergency i s  not confront ing  u s  head-on.  So,  I 
repeat my endorsement of that posit i o n  and assure 
the M i n i ster a n d  h i s  col league, the M i n i ster of Heal th ,  
that i t 's  welcomed on  th is  s ide.  

My part ia l  concern i s  that we not s i m ply  be look i n g  
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at what was do ne in the s u m mer of 1981, but  what 
m ight be possible for us to do s ho uld a si milar threat 
occur a nd it 's a cycl ical k i nd of threat which occ urs 
u npred ictably every few years . Should a s i m ilar threat 
occ ur i n  the s u m mer of 1983 or 1984, are there ot her 
tech n i q ues wh ich co uld be readied by that t i me a nd 
the M i n ister of the .Env iro n me nt assures me that t h is 
w ill part of the rev iew . T he object ive w ill be to explore 
so me of those other alter natives . 

T hat relates to my q uest io n with respect to the work 
be i ng u n dertake n by the co m m ittee headed by Dr . 
Jack Wilt .  I pres u me that, notwithsta nd i ng the Clea n 
Env iro n me nt Co m m issio n hear i ngs which wil l be 
look i ng at so me other possible alter nat ives to co ntrol, 
Dr . Jack W ilt's co m m ittee will be co nti n u i ng to do that 
th is year a nd I ' m  pleased that's the case . Ca n the 
M i n ister of Hea lth adv ise me or advise the co m mittee 
as to whether he 's had a ny reports fro m Dr . Jack W il t  
a nd h is co m m ittee o utl i n i ng a ny progress or  a ny co n
cl us io ns they've co me to at this po i n t  i n  t i me? Has that 
co m mittee for exa mple, Mr . C hair ma n, sa id to the 
M i n ister of Health that i n  look i ng at the possible 
ave n ues of searc h that we s ho uld be p urs ui ng, we 
have el i m i nated s uch a nd s uc h  a n  ave n ue? I thi nk i n  
particular of the h u ma n  vacc i ne ave n ue .  Has t hat  
co m m ittee el i m i nated the h u ma n  vaccine ave n ue as 
o ne of those ave n ues of search? 

MR.  DESJARDINS:  Mr . Chair ma n, it was felt t hat  
wo u ld not work too well a nd part of  the report was 
se nt back to the co m m ittee for review aga i n .  Not h i ng 
has bee n cha nged ; we're goi ng i n  the sa me d irec t io n  
except that we 're try i ng to d o  i t  now before we're 
faced with a n  epide m ic to see if there is a nythi ng else 
that we ca n i mprove, a nd the n  of co urse i n  t i me of a n  
e mergency, I hope we wo n 't be faced with it, b u t  if so 
we'll have to use o ur j udg me nt  the sa me as the for mer 
Mi nister d id before . We hope that, beca use of the 
war n i ng that we 've had, we m ight  be able to have 
other methods, other choices tha n  the former Mi nis
ter had, but  we're go i ng o n  i n  the sa me d irectio n .  
We're work i ng o n  this a nd there are certa i n  thi ngs that 
the co m mittee has bee n asked to look at a l ittle closer 
a nd br i ng i n  a reco m me ndat io n .  

M R .  SHERMAN: Mr . Cha ir ma n, so the co m m ittee is 
now look i ng at s uch ave n ues as larv ic id i ng, ge net ic 
tech n i q ues a nd the l ike, is that correct, a nd possibly 
others . I was j ust ask i ng the M i n ister, Mr . Chair ma n, 
ca n we ass u me that th is co m m ittee now the n is look
i ng very i n te ns ively at s uch possible ave n ues as larv i
c id i ng or d iffere nt for ms of larv ic id i ng, ge net ic tech
n i ques that co uld be appl ied to the mosq u ito pop ula
t io n  a nd the l ike? There may be other tech n i ques that 
no o ne has p ublicized as yet .  My q uest io n is, ca n we 
be re-assured that the co m m ittee is look i ng at all 
those types of ave n ues now a nd w ill be hopefully 
ref i n i ng the search dow n to a f ir m  reco m me ndat io n 
for the M i n ister so met i me d ur i ng 1982? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Th is is certa i nly our hope a nd 
o ur w ish now . How s uccessful it w ill be, that re ma i ns 
to be see n, b ut they are go i ng o n  w i th all the study that 
has bee n do ne i n  the c ha nge, the i mprove me nt, after 
co ns ultat io n .  The l ist of thi ngs that I read is be i ng put  
i n  place a nd the n we'll try to i mprove, get more of  the 
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data a nd the n the se m i nar that was here ; that work 
was do ne . That will be take n i n to co nsideratio n and of 
course the work that will be do ne thro ugh the 
Department of Norther n Affairs will also co me i n  
handy, w e  hope . We're goi ng to take all the i nfor ma
t io n  we ca n to try to get o ur experts to co me i n  w ith  the 
best reco m me ndat io n, if u nfortu nately we're faced 
w ith  the sa me catastrophe that the former Mi nister 
was . 

MR.  CHAI R MAN: 3 . (d ) (2 ) -pass ; 3 . (d ) (3 )  External 
Age nc ies . 

T he Me mber for Fort Garry . 

M R .  S H E R MAN: Could the M inister review the Exter
nal Agencies a nd the grants proposed for this year, 
Mr . Chair ma n, please? 

MR.  DESJARDINS: The Canadia n D iabet ic Associa
t io n, 1 . 1  to 1 .2, it 's pretty well the sa me th i ng ;  Ca na
dia n P ubl ic Health  Assoc iat io n, 5 to 5 .5  . There's no 
c ha nge there, a bit of a n  i ncrease i n  the Pla n ned 
Pare nthood, Ma nitoba, 45 to 49.5 .  I m ight say here 
that we've asked for th is money, but  we wa nt to rev iew 
t h is .  We wa nt  to look at the reports, so me of the 
reco m me ndat io ns that were made . I th i nk that we 
have a respo ns ibil i ty w i th  th is, b ut we wa nt to rev iew 
t his at this ti me or ask for this mo ney, a nd t h is mo ney 
s ho uld go there, b ut there mig ht be so me cha nge 
provided. I 'd like to meet w i th so me of the peop le o n  
th is co m m ittee agai n to see if they had a ny o t her 
reco m me ndat io n .  I th i nk so me of the recom me nda
t io ns were take n i n to co ns iderat io n, but  it m ig h t  be 
t i me to look at so me others . 

T he St .  Jo h n  A mb ula nce Co u ncil, 25 to 2 7 . 5  , so 
there's not m uch change, j ust  because of the i nflat io n  
rate, that's all . 

MR. CHAIR MAN: 3 . (d ) (3 )-pass ; (d ) -pass . 
Co nt i n ui ng w ith 3 . (e )  Public Health N ursi ng Serv i

ces, 3 . (e ) ( 1 )  Salar ies . 
The Me mber for Fort Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: Th is appropr iat io n, Mr . Cha ir ma n, 
deals o nly w ith the d irectorate a nd the co ns ult i ng 
services to the Publ ic Health N urs i ng operat io ns t hat 
deliver the service i n  the field . Does that i ncreased 
req uest o n  the Salaries l i ne reflect a n  expa ns io n of the 
ad m i n istrat ive co mpo ne nt of th is part ic ular bra nch 
for th is part ic ular service? 

MR.  DESJARDI NS: No, Mr . Cha ir ma n, this is j us t  for 
the i ncrease in salary . There's no change i n  there . 

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  3 . (e ) ( 1 ) -pass ; 3 . (e ) (2 )  O ther 
Expe nd i tures . 

The Ho no urable Me mber for Fort Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: These expe nd itures are for field ser
v ice expe nd itures, I ass u me .  T hey're not for - these 
are n 't related actually to del ivery of the serv ice ; 
they're j ust f ield service expe nd itures . 

Most of the services that fall u nder the u mbrella of 
th is particular l i ne are i n  the f ield of Maternal a nd 
Child Health a nd i n  Mental Health a nd i n  Ho me Care . 
I n  the f ield of Maternal a nd Ch ild Health, we're look-
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ing at prenatal classes and infant and preschool 
classes and visits to newborns and interviews in 
schools , that type of thing. 

Would the Minister , through his officials , be able to 
advise us as to whether caseloads in these areas of 
community health are relatively constant , relatively 
stable in Manitoba or are we looking at any major 
swings up or down in these fields of service? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman ,  I can give him 
details of the work that has been done , but the quest 
on t hat was asked to see if there was an increase , and 
I'm told that there has been an increase , for i nstance , 
in maternal care , the actual in '78-79, 5,620 cases ; and 
'79-80, 4 , 526 actual; and '80-81 ,  4 , 57 1 ;  and planned for 
'81-82 ,  5 ,900; so there's been a bit of an increase. T he 
- 15 ,568,  14 , 790, 15 ,  732 and 1 ,  730 - infant and pre
school , 15 ,568,  14 , 790, 14 ,488 and 16 ,000. It seems 
t hat the highest was '78-79. It dipped down in ' 79-80 
a nd it came up again in '80-81 and it seems that we're 
expecting more this year. Providing ongoing health 
supervision to infant and preschool children , 2 ,6 34 ,  
2 ,480, 2 , 89 1  and 2 , 525;  To identify physical develop
ment deviations for normal infants and preschool 
children , 3 , 065 ,  3 ,702 ,  4 ,  179 and pla nned for th is year , 
4 ,200; Immunized infants and preschool children 
according to recommendations of the department , 
t he infants receive initial series of diphtheria , polio , 
tetanus and Sabin , 4 ,4 70, 4 ,642 and planned for this 
year , 4 , 800; Received reinforcing doses of above , 
3 ,  791 ,  3 , 085, 3 ,4 00. I guess it seems to be just an 
educated guess , but it's a guess and it's pretty well the 
same thing all through. 

MR. CHAI RMAN: 3. (e ) (2 )-pass - the Member for 
Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: The immunization program particu
larly for infants depends very heavily on the public 
health nursing staff in general. Could the Minister just 
comment on the general immunization program w hich 
is the responsibility of the Public Health Nursing Ser
vices which usually backed and supported that pro
gram with fairly substantial educational and informa
tional campaigns? Are there any particular gaps or 
loopholes in the immunization program at the present 
time , any weak spots or areas that the departme nt is 
attempting to shore up , could the Minister comment 
on that? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Well , I think what we'd like to see , 
is get more information. I'm told that we do only 
approximately five percent in the City of Winnipeg , 
but outside of Winnipeg , about 80 percent. The dream 
that I had , something that we want to look at anyway,  
I'm not talking about the infants now ,  but little older 
children to have a system with the possibility of hav
ing that done in schools where we can keep a better 
record and maybe having it done by the public health 
nurses. I think it would be cheaper and I think we'd 
have a better record , but that is just something that 
will be studied. We haven't even started that as yet , but 
I'm told that we do only a bout 5 percent in the city. 

MR. SHERMAN: What about those services in remote 
areas , Mr. Chairman. I recall that some of the remote 
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northern communities , the bayline communities and 
elsewhere , have always been of some ongoi ng con
c er n  to the department and consideration in the past 
has been given to reinforcement of the capability for 
public health nursing and immunization programs in 
suc h parts of the province , even to including the 
establishment or improvement of clinic facilities 
including equipment. I think of such communities as 
Easterville, Moose Lake , Grand Rapids , Pikwitonei 
and others. Is the departme nt moving with any initia
tives on that area of need? 

MR. D ESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman , there hasn't b een 
much time to plan in that area. I think that we have 
ide ntified or the program has been identified before. 
Provision of service to people living in remote com
mu nities has always been a practical problem in 
recruiting and retention of staff to live in and serve 
these communities ,  as my colleague well k nows ,  
extremely difficult. Now ,  we certainly will address 
ourselves to that. To be quite candid and honest , we 
haven't had a chance to do much on that. 

Now ,  as far as immunization , I think we were fairly 
well pleased. I'm told in the rural area and t he remote 
areas that the province , not counting the cities , we 
feel that the public health nurses in our department 
are doing about 85 percent of all the population. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister 
comment on Camperville and Duck Bay which has 
always been areas of continuing concern? Is there 
anything ne w in place or contemplated for services to 
those two communities? 

MR. D ESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, it is not the best 
but we feel it's adequate. The s ervice comes from 
Swan River. I think they would prefer a station and we 
certainly will have to look at it , but there's nothing in 
the Estimates for this year. The main reason , it's not 
just a question of money ;  it's so difficult to staff and 
we will have to look at that also. 

MR. SHERMAN: There have been requests from one 
or the other or both of those communities in the past 
to put permanent public health nursing staff into 
those communities. Certainly ,  the previous govern
ment found that was always a formidable challenge. 
The situation , I assume , remains the same for the 
incoming administration. 

MR. D ESJARDINS: The situation hasn't changed at 
all. We have the same problem. We've identified them 
and I think we'll just have to try to see if we can 
improve the situation. At this time , the situation is the 
same. 

MR. CHAI RMAN: 3 (e ) (2 ) -pass. Continuing on Page 
74 , Item No. 3. (f ) Home Economic Services , 3. (f ) ( 1 )  
Salaries. 

The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman , is the Salaries 
increase just the normal incremental and inflationary 
increase? 

MR. D ESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman , there is one e xtra 
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staff man year. It is a Federal-Provincial project for 
additional staff man year to be utilized to research 
characteristics, describe teaching methods, evaluate 
resources and identify guidelines to use in resource 
development for teaching non-treaty Natives living in 
inner city Winnipeg and Northern Manitoba . That's 
the extra staff. 

MR. CHAIRM AN: 3.(f)( 1) -pass; 3 .(f)( 2) Other 
Expenditures. 

The Honourable Me mber for Fort Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: Can the Minister advise the co m mit
tee, Mr. Chairman, what the province is doing in the 
area of nutrition and nutrition programs? I recognize 
that in one aspect this is a subject that probably could 
or should be discussed under the appropriation to the 
Manitoba Health Services Co m mission, but certainly 
it also falls under the aegis of the Ho me Economics 
Services Branch too . In fact, through this branch we 
have in the past provided so me li mited financial assis
tance for the Dietetic Association, largely to go 
towards pro motion of their ai ms at informing and 
ed ucating the public in the health advantages of good 
nutrition, but also there have been so me fairly con
siderable attention placed over the years by this 
branch, Ho me Economic Services, on n utrition servi
ces and nutrition progra m ming both at the level of the 
adult population and the very young population 
including preschool children . I wonder if the Minister 
could bring the co m mittee up to date on what the 
branch is doing in this general area covered by this 
particular line having to do with Other Expenditures . 

MR. D ESJARDINS: Mr . Chairman, if I heard the ques
tion correctly, I thin k the Me mber for Fort Garry was 
speaking about the Dietetic Association who has 
made a request that it should go on fee-for-service . 
No action on that as yet, but I thin k we're continuing 
to wor k with the association, that was so mething 
separately. I thin k there's two or three that are in 
private practice at this ti me . If anything, at this ti me 
anyway, we'd li ke to i mprove the situation in the hos
pitals and facilities such as that personal care ho me 
and so on and our own department, but we have made 
a contribution to the association to help the m in so me 
of their educational progra ms such as was done last 
year also. 

MR. SHERMAN: Are the ca mpaigns that were in 
place in recent previous years on prenatal and infant 
nutrition still maintained? The Other Expenditures 
ite m does not include not much leeway for anything 
other than inflation and cost price increases. My con
cern is that so me of the progra ms that were being 
directed and pro moted by the Ho me Economics 
Directorate are still in place, such as the Prenatal and 
Infant Nutrition Programs, the Nutrition Counselling 
Services to h igh ris k pregnancies. There was a nutri
tion pa mphlet that was distributed at one point in ti me 
and received so me wide recognition nationally and 
then there were so me progra ms in the area of pre
school and school nutrition. Over and above that, the 
ho me economists have a responsibility for a certain 
a mount of ho me manage ment counselling and debt 
counselling. Are those progra ms all being maintained 

in a healthy condition? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, we're pretty well going in the 
sa me way that we were before except that one addi
tional staff man year that I mentioned . Of course, as 
the Me mber for Fort Garry knows, we are wor king 
quite closely with the 17 staff in that Depart ment of 
Agriculture also . Our director is wor king quite closely 
with the m and we're working with, as I said, the Dia
betic Association. I guess one of the priorities, if any
thing, this year would be the Prenatal and Infant Nutri
tion which is not a new progra m but we feel that t his is 
one of the most i mportant programs and probably 
want to priorize that progra m .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3 .(f)(2)-pass ; 3 .(g) Continuing 
Care Services, 3 .(g)( 1) Salaries . 

The Honourable Me mber for Fort Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr . Chair man, there is not a great 
deal of change under the Sala ries line . The overall 
vote being requested for Continuing Care is substan
tially larger than that requested in '81-82 but we 
haven't quite co me to that line yet . I would just as k the 
Minister for confir mation t hat the administration 
co mponent of this branch in this service re mai ns at 
the status quo, is that correct? 

MR. D ESJARDINS: Right, Mr . Chair man. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(g)( 1) -pass; 3 .(g)( 2) Other 
Expenditures . 

The Me mber for Fort Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: Could the Minister review for us the 
range of Other Expenditures please, Mr . Chair man? 

M R. D ESJARD INS: Well, Other Expenditures is 
related, of course, to the salaries in the office and to 
meet office costs and travelling expenses of the cen
tral office staff. It includes costs related to the pur
chase of positions, panelling and a dvisory services 
fro m the University of Manitoba, printing costs for 
revised progra ms, personnel and payroll manuals and 
training pac kages for ho me ma kers and ho me care 
attendants . It includes 13 .5 to co mputerize the ho me 
care registry. 

MR. SHERMAN: I' m o kay on (g)(2), Mr. Chairman, 
than k you. 3.(g)(2) is allright . 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, John M. Bucklaschuk 
(Gim li): 3 .(g)(2) -pass; Ite m (g)( 3) Ho me Care 
Assistance. 
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The Me mber for Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Could 
the Minister first advise the co m mittee of the precise 
difference in funding appropriation being sought 
here for '82-83 as against '81-82. The print figure for 
'8 1-82 was $ 1 1, 10 1,800.00. The print request for 82'-
83 of course is 1 7.4 million . Is it, in fact, a $6.3 million 
increase that we're loo king at or is there a change in 
the '81 -82 actual? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, the me mber is 
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absolutely right . The 1 7,452 that we're requesting will 
provide an increase of 6,350,300 over the amount of 
1 1, 1 0 1 . 8  which was allocated for '81-82 fiscal year, but 
the shortfall for '81-82 was 3,233,900 is included in 
this Budget and, therefore, the amount requested for 
'82-83 is 3, 1 16,400 above the projected expenditure 
for '81- 82. This increase is relative to an increase in 
pay rates for employees paid through the home care 
payroll and an increase in rates for services pur
chased from V O N  Community Therapy Services and 
Home Orderly Services. It is also relative to an 
increase in the number of persons receiving services 
and an increase in the units of service needed to 
maintain persons with increasing care needs at home, 
so it's pretty well the yearly increase . 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr . Chairman, just reverting back, 
not technically but rhetorically, to the Regional Per
sonal Services complement for a moment, the increase 
in staff man years being requested under Regional 
Personal Services will include some personnel who 
will be utilized in the Continuing Care Services Field, 
particularly in home care, I assume . Actually, I put 
that as a statement, Mr . Chairman, and probably 
should have put it as a question . I would ask the 
Minister whether. in fact, that is the case, t hat t here 
will be more Regional Personal Services personnel 
involve d in '82-83 in Continuing Care Services, e .g .  
Home Care than was provide d for in the previous 
establishment of the branch and the department? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr . Chairman. for clarification, 
the member's not asking for t he extra 20 staff man 
years that we've had .  Is t hat 

MR. SHERMAN: No . 

MR. DESJARDINS: You're talking about t he home
makers and these . . . 

MR. SHERMAN: Right . 

MR. DESJARDINS: Well I think that we'll follow 
pretty well t he same pattern of increasing every year . 
We have a certain amount of money but we can't give 
you the people that we want because we will get them 
as we can get them and as they're requested, but I can 
give the comparison of all these different classes from 
'79, '80, and '81. I'll give you these figures; I think that 
will give you an idea . The homemakers in '79 - well, 
I'll give you the three . It covers '79, '80 and '81  - 1,635, 
then 1,682, and last year 1,852 - (lnterjection)-
1,852, that's an increase of nearly 200; registered 
nurses : 167, in '80 it went down to 103, and last year 
bac k to 1 74; L P Ns :  5 1, 76, 75; home care attend
ants :  40, 1 36, 1 7 1; therapists : 4 8, 45, and 56; volun
teers : 800, 1, 100, and 1,200. Now, of course, with t he 
nursing services from our end :  in V O N  there were 
3,075, 3,32 9 and 3,330; Auxiliary Services, L P N  and 
Home Care Attendant 1, 1 1 1, 1,280 1,733; Community 
Therapy Services, 2 94, 2 72, 279. Homemaking Servi
ces, Community and V O N, 4,3 96, 5, 192 and 5,865. 

T he first that I mentioned - I should have menti
one d last, what I mentioned last - the first one actu
ally was a typical month, a program employe d part 
time, the number when I mentioned homemakers, 
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registered nurses and so on, it was for a month . 
I think that you've had a mixture of these people at 

one time; you'll go from year to year, you might have 
less nurses and more homemakers, but in all it's an 
increase all the time because there's no doubt th at 
there are more people now than we've ever had 
before . 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Flin Flon . 

MR. JERRY T. STORIE (Flin Flon): Thank you, Mr . 
Chairman . I felt compelled to put a few comments on 
t he record with regard to the Home Care Assistance 
Program . I found that as I spoke with, particularly the 
senior citizens or those approaching retirement age, 
t hat this was a program that was particularly recom
mended and one that was highly regarded by a lot of 
t he members of the community, a lot of the seniors in 
the community, and I think t hat t he program itself has 
a lot to commend it . 

I am also pleased to see the trend that the Minister 
has indicated over the past number of years and t hat 
is a trend that is increasing t his area of programming . 
I think that t here are a couple of t hings t hat are worthy 
of note in this t ype of programming and the first is t hat 
it deals wit h people in t heir homes in a setting where 
they feel comfortable, in a setting w here I t hink t heir 
well-being is enhanced simply by the familiarity of 
t heir surroundings . The people do appreciate t his 
programming . T he increases in t his area, I t hink, 
improved not only t he quality of life for t hose people 
in a nonhealt h sense, a nonmedical sense improved 
t heir well-being p hysically as well, not because t here's 
any great medicine or medical tec hnology being app
lied to t heir lives but just by t he comfort and t he 
familiary of t heir surroundings . 

T he ot her area t hat I t hink t hat t his program is 
beneficial is in t hat it eliminates some of t he expense 
t hat we go t hrough w hen we start to institutionalize 
people, either in hospitals or in chronic care wards or 
in p ersonal care homes no matter w hat level, and t his 
is a way of rationalizing our system . It 's meeting 
another level of need and it's meeting it in a sensible 
and cost-efficient way . T his, I t hink, is something to 
be desired . It 's something t hat we should be looking 
for and looking toward in the health care field in gen
eral . We 're providing these kinds of programs, in
home programs to seniors, I could see this expanding 
beyond this area into ot her areas in the healt h field, 
and I would hope that would happen . 

I would just like to co mpliment the Minister and the 
department for showing t his initiative and for improv
ing the programming in this area . I think it will benefit 
a lot of people and I know that a lot of people will 
derive a lot of satisfaction out of staying at home a 
little longer and ma king a better use of their time here 
on this earth. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Fort 
Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr . Chairman, could the Minister 
give us a comparative picture of caseloads, home care 
caseloads, or the latest date for whic h he may have 
t hem and I recognize that the caseloads are often 
hig her at one point in a month than they are at a 
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different point in a month, but a median monthly case
load for home care for, hopefully, the latest month 
that he would have it, which might be December of 
1981 in comparison to the previous year, or the pre
vious two or three years? 

MR. DESJARDINS: I think that we'll be able to give 
you even later than that, but in the meantime I 'll give 
you the caseload by year while we're trying to find this 
information. The admission to Home Care in 1979 was 
8,058; 1980, 8,832; 1981, 9,2 12. The discharge from 
Home Care in 1979, 7,443; 1980, 7, 763, in '81, 8,76 7.  
Now the total number receiving Home Care Services 
during the year : 1 979, 1 5,592; 1980, 16, 971; 1981, 
18,386. Now the number admitted to the program, the 
alternative for them had home care not been available 
would have been and that's the percentage : Personal 
Care Home placement, 19 percent . The Member for 
Flin Flon might be interested in these figures, because 
I think it just goes along with what he was saying, 
saying that if we had not had this home care, we would 
have had 19 percent of these total people would have 
been in Personal Care Home placement; 33 percent 
would have remained in hospital and 4 8  percent 
w ould remain at home b ut without the appropriate 
care. 

So there is quite an amount of money , quite a sum, 
and it looks very expensive. and then we'll see what it 
saves. I think it saves quite a bit and it gives the service 
that we didn't have before. The number discharged 
for the program, the reason for discharge was placed 
into personal care home or admitted to hospital, 2 3  
percent; improved and n o  longer needing home care. 
37 percent; improved and able to manage home care, 
15 percent; deceased, 18 percent and other 7 percent . 

This is related - I think that the Minister did men
tion this yesterday and maybe you forgot tonight and I 
want to mention something because there had been 
some criticism and I want to set the record straight. I 
think the media had some concern on that and I 'm 
talking about the Home Orderly Service. There was an 
inquiry there; there's no doubt we found that there 
was an amount of $ 1, 84 7 . 30 that was overbilled, but 
staff studied this quite carefully with the chap. We felt 
that the services - it 's not perfect, there'll always be 
criticism - there's a lot of criticism that might come in 
this area, but their doing as well as anybody else 
could do. Their records weren't very good. We helped 
them set up a record; they paid back this money and 
we're satisfied . We intend to keep on with these peo
ple at this time. I thought that I should set the record 
straight on it. The maximum d uring the month of 
March was 10, 8 16 and at the end of the month there 
was 10,047. That's total cases for the province in all 
areas. I don't think you want that by regions, do you? 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, I thank the Minister 
for that information. I want to assure him I haven't 
forgot about the home orderly service. I am glad he 
mentioned it but I had a note to myself to ask him 
about it anyway because I had asked yesterday and 
he suggested we discuss it under Continuing Care 
Services. 

I am very pleased to hear his report on that situa
tion. I am sorry that the Minister of Mines and Energy 
isn't in the committee, because he was the one raised 

a red herring about it at a time which I felt was particu
larly cynical. I felt it was selected for political pur
poses in the middle or at least at the outset of an 
election campaign and that it was very unfair both to 
the department, to the branch, to the Minister and the 
government of the day and to the Home Orderly 
Service. 

I am pleased to hear the Minister say that it 's the 
intention of the branch and of this department to 
continue with that contracted service at the present 
time. Certainly if there are some inefficencies in terms 
of administration and bookkeeping, they've got to be 
addressed and dissolved. No one is disputing that, but 
I think that it was a sensationalized situation . But 
there's not much point in a preacher standing up in 
the pulpit on Sunday morning and criticiz ing those in 
the congregation, because a lot of people don't come 
to church, so there's not much point in my saying 
these things to the Minister of Health when he was not 
the person who raised that cynical red herring . I 'm 
saying them anyway, Mr . Chairman, because I intend 
to tear this particular page out of Hansard and send it 
over to the Minister of Energy and Mines . My remarks 
are intended for him. 

Mr . Chairman, could the Minister advise us of where 
we stand with respect to waiting lists for admission to 
personal care homes vis-a-vis continuing care and 
the home care service? How many home care clients 
are panelled for personal care at the present time? 

MR. DESJARDINS: This is at the end of December . 
These are people that have been panelled . Right? 

Total for the rural areas and I will give yo u the last 
three years : 1979 was 1,036; 1980 was 1,0 79; 1981 
was 893 . In Winnipeg for the same three years was 
892, 7 1 1, 5 1 9. Now the total was 1,928 in '79. In 1980 
was 1,790 and 1981 was 1,4 12. 

Now I might as well give yo u probably the next 
question that the member would want answered, the 
average monthly number of persons remaining in 
hospital in Winnipeg while waiting for placement . I 
take it that these people have been panelled and are 
considered personal home care patients and are 
being charged the per diem-rate in a hospital . The 
number of persons in acute hospital : 1979 was 1 76; 
1980 was 1 7 1; 1981 was 153. Non-acute hospitals 238; 
2 14 and 1 74. 
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MR. SHERMAN: Those last figures you gave me were 
for Winnipeg or all Manitoba? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes , in Winnipeg . Excuse me, I 
am told that it is not really a problem in the rural areas. 
Not that there is too many personal care beds but 
there is too many acute beds . 

MR. SHERMAN: But considering the fact that many 
of the rural hospitals that I 've been in with Mr . 
Edwards and Mr . Mc Lean and others have a 50-
percent occupancy rate most of the time, it 's not that 
big a problem . So, those figures were for Winnipeg. 

Mr . Chairman, I would like to ask the Minister 
whether anything is being done in terms of develop
ing plans or ideas for expansion of the home care 
concept in ways other than simply adding dollars or 
adding personnel. Not that those aren't important but 
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I k now i n  other cou ntries, other jurisdictio ns where 
there are home care programs i n  place, most i nsta n
ces they have some dista nce to go before they'd mea
s ure up to the Ma nitoba program. The Ma nitoba pro
gram is quite re now ned a nd I k now that our home 
care officials i n  Ma nitoba have bee n i nvited to offer 
semi nars a nd lead discussio ns i n  various jurisdic
tio ns, particularly around North America o n  home 
care programming. But, there are some other cou n
tries i n  the world that are also i nto the business i n  a 
s uccessful way, particularly i n  some wester n Euro
pea n  cou ntries a nd they have expa nded the co ncept 
to loo k at methods for improving the home e nviro n
me nt that the perso n is i n. Not simply for putti ng a 
home care worker i n  there to provide them with cer
tai n ki nds of service but for actually providing some 
imp roveme nt i n  the physical e nviro nment. There may 
be some physical, structural cha nges needed to the 
house. 

As a matter of fact, at the ris k of provo ki ng a parti
sa n political argume nt, I'd li ke to ma ke reference to a 
p rogram that was i ntroduced by t he Gover nme nt of 
A lberta not lo ng ago a nd certainly they have more 
reve nues with which to do it tha n we do but, it was 
modelled to a certai n extent o n  some of those wester n 
Europea n programs where there was fu nding pro
vided to ma ke a physical change i n  the home that 
made it much easier for that p erso n to stay i n  their 
home. Are the advisers a nd directors who ru n this 
p rogram a nd the advisers to the Mi nister a nd the 
perso ns that he is putti ng i n  place i n  the lo ng-ra nge 
p la n ni ng compo ne nt loo ki ng at, hopefully i n  the not 
too dista nt future perhaps getting i nto that ki nd of 
refi neme nt a nd improvement of the whole home care 
concept? 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon):  The 
Ho nourable Mi nister. 

MR. DESJARDI NS: Well, Mr. Chairma n, w e  certainly 
will try a nd improve our Home Care Program. I do n't 
k now if this would be the first priority, the directio n 
that my ho nourable friend has me ntioned - I thi n k  
that has bee n do ne i n  some certai n programs b y  the 
former gover nme nt a nd even i n  the Schreyer gov
er nme nt there were certai n things that were do ne for 
r epairs a nd to try to co nserve e nergy. 

Somethi ng related to this though, I ca n say that my 
p riority will be the e nriched se nior citize n home, we'll 
be wor ki ng i n  that direction. Now e nrichi ng the se nior 
citize n home will be the idea of keeping the people 
i nstead of havi ng them i n  a n  i nstitutio n. They would 
be i n  their home, because the se nior citizen home is 
their home, a nd we would try to co-ordinate; it proba
b ly wo n't cost that much because we would have a 
certai n number of people . We would hope that a ny 
ne w o nes that will be built, will be built with that i n  
mi nd, where we ca n provide certai n services such as a 
cafeteria where people ca n get their meals a nd so o n .  I 
thin k that this will change their lifestyle; it would make 
it much more pleasant for these people; their relatives 
a nd their family a nd friends will worry less; they'll 
k now that they're bei ng well-fed a nd also it will 
keep them there i n  their home setti ng a lot lo nger, 
i nstead of forci ng them into a Perso nal Care Home for 
this area. 
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Now I did a lot of tal ki ng a nd didn't do that much i n  
the past. W e  were wor ki ng o n  that a nd I thi n k  the 
former Mi nister accepted that, also, a nd I don't thi n k  
that he had the time to do too much but w e  have called 
bac k, we have set up a Committee immediately, a n  
i nterdepartme ntal Com mitte e with the Mi nister 
r espo nsi ble for Housing, Mr. Mackli ng, a nd the n  
Community Services a nd w e  wa nt t o  explore that. 
Also we wa nt to loo k i n  the co nstructio n a nd you 
k now, the Director of Gero ntology also would play a 
role i n  there. 

I t hi n k  that we wa nt to loo k to see if there are certai n 
things that we could do for the w ell elderly. You k no w  
that will be the Council o n  Aging a nd the Society of 
S eniors will be as ked to participate, for i nsta nce, I 
guess I ca n mentio n this at this time, w e've had a 
meeting with the Society of S eniors a nd we tried to 
fi nd out where differe nt departments could help. For 
o ne thi ng, they were talki ng about the Ma nitoba 
Games. I do n't k now if this is the w ro ng way to go b ut I 
would li ke to see - I could dream of a day where we 
have truly Ma nitoba Games. Not Ma nitoba Games for 
c ertai n people a nd the n the ha ndicapped o n  a nother 
day a nd then the se niors; I would li ke  to see it a lto
gether. You k now, you're not goi ng to have seve n or 
eight discipli nes for each age but you ca n have o n e  or 
two sports i n  the wi nter, o ne or two sports for the 
seniors, but having it at the same time with the p eople 
the re i n  the ambience a nd the l eadership a nd let them 
ru n their games a lso a nd have the ha ndicapped p eo
ple also. I thi n k  it would be great for the pa rticipa nt; it 
wo u ld be great for the leadership - mi nd you, I'm 
tal ki ng about a nother department, I got ca rried a way 
there. 

I thi n k  that is importa nt, if my frie nd rem embers, 
last year I suggested that the mo ney for providing fo r 
the Ha ndicapped Olympics or whatever sho u ld go to 
the Departme nt of Recreatio n a nd Fit ness to show 
that it's not a zoo; they're people li ke  everybody else, 
they're part of the community. But I thin k  the va lue, 
the real value will be to the members of the comm u n
ity who have to be educated to realize that a comm u n
ity is made up of all ki nds of p eople, the wi n n er a nd 
the losers a nd the fortu nate o nes; the h ealthy o nes 
a nd the others. 

So that is a n  area that I thi n k  we have to do more for. 
From the discussio n that we've had over the last 10 
years or so, my ho nourable friend, the Member for 
Fort Garry, I thi n k  we agree o n  ma ny of these thi ngs. I 
thi n k  we were two of the first o nes that very m uch 
composed the compulsory retiri ng at 65 a nd I thi n k  
those are all part o f  the programs. I thi n k  that some of 
the things that my friend was fairly successful with 
was trying to organize the volu nteers. You k now w he n  
I left the apartme nt today to come here for the Esti
mate, I met this lady a nd she said, "you k now, yo u've 
got to fi nd me something, some volunteer wor k or if 
not I'm going to jump off the balco ny." There are 
some people like that who were fairly close a nd 
they've lost their spouse a nd so o n  a nd I thi n k  we ca n 
assist them. They will be re ndering somebody a s er
vice a nd, besides that, it will certainly help them a nd 
ma ke their life more meani ngful. So I thi n k  we sho uld 
wor k o n  that a nd see what the i nformatio n is a nd 
provide that i nformatio n to as ma ny people as possi
ble, go a step further. The re's bee n a lot of improve-
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ment in the last few yea rs, because I know that was 
one of the pr ior it ies.  the vo lu nteers, and I certa i n l y  
ag ree. 

I t h i n k  that those p rog rams with the programs also 
for resp ite care, that's not exact ly what m y  h o n o u r
ab le  fr iend is say i n g  but I t h i n k  these t h i n g s  are a l l  
related . I ' m  t ry i n g  to set u p  - we've g o t  a p retty tal
ented person in the department - I ' m  t ry i n g  to set up a 
map of M a n i toba and I feel l i ke a puzz le .  I feel that 
these p rograms are l i ke a b i g  puzzle and the m o re 
p ieces you have the better you can see the p icture and 
I ' d  l i ke to see the concept of a l l  these d i fferent servi
ces that we have unt i l  we're not satisf ied and that w i l l  
never happen,  I g uess, u n t i l  a l l  t h e  p ieces are i n  p l ace 
when we can prov ide all these serv i ces. 

So, in genera l ,  I t h i n k  I understand  the concern of 
the M e m ber for Fort Garry and I share that concern.  I 
don't  know if we' l l  have exactly the same pr ior i t ies ,  
phys ica l  rep a i r  to a house o r  other  p rog rams,  but  I 
t h i n k  that we mean the same t h i n g  and  we want to 
achieve the same t h i n g  and  that we can work together, 
a l l  the mem bers of H ouse, to ach ieve the s uccess. 

M�. SHERMAN: I thank the M i n ister for his com
ments and reassurance, M r. C h a i r m a n .  I wou ld  ag ree 
that E n r iched E lder ly  Persons'  H o u s i n g  is  certai n ly an 
i m portant part of the whole  spectru m and ,  to a certai n  
extent u p  t o  t h i s  po int  i n  t i me,  it 's probably been a n  
undere m p h asized part o f  i t . 

I t h i n k  that there are many opportun it ies arou n d  the 
p rovince and  I encou ntered many of them m yself ,  
certa i n l y  not too long ago in the I nter lake,  where the 
m issi ng  l i n k ,  the m iss ing  p iece i n  the whole spectru m ,  
is  E n r iched E lder ly  Persons'  H o u s i n g ,  w h i c h  often 
t i mes in many ,  m a n y  ways can be i nf i n itely m o re use
fu l  in terms of the overal l objectives of a l l  t h i s  p ro
g ra m m i n g  in the Cont i n u i n g  Care f ie ld  than an i n st itu
t ional type of service,  such as that offered thro u g h  a 
persona l  care home can be.  That's n ot to downg rade 
the i m portance of personal  care homes in any way but 
there's more to cont i n u i ng care than the personal  
care home and certa i n l y  I wou ld  ag ree that the 
en r iched elder ly persons'  housing concept is  a very 
i mportant part of i t .  

I would hope that he's work i n g  very c losely wi th  h is 
col league,  the M i n i ster respons ib le  for the Man itoba 
and Renewal Corporat i o n ,  to try to expand those 
opportun i t ies and those com ponents .  I ass u m e  that 
a l l  that wou ld  be req u i red from the Department  of 
Health,  where E n r iched Elderly Persons' Hous ing  i s  
concerned , i s  the i m put of the n u rs i n g  staff and that 
the rest of the responsi b i l ity rea l ly  comes u nder  the 
M i n i ster respons ib le  for the Man itoba Housing and 
Renewal  Corporat i o n .  So h o pef u l l y  we can look for 
i n it iat ives i n  that area. 

F ina l ly,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  on  th is  particu lar  appro p r ia
t ion ,  I wanted to ask about a specif ied req uest that 
ad m itted ly had been i n  front of the p rev ious govern
ment and certa in ly  were not fu l ly  resolved or  fu l ly  met. 
I 'm wonder i ng whether they h ave been in front of the 
new government and what the p lans are for  meeti ng 
them.  In  the req uest that was sort of current a year 
ago, and even less than a year ago,  for addi t iona l  
SM Y's under  th is  area of Com m u n ity Health Serv ices 
were specif ic  req uests for resource devel opers in var
ious reg ions of the p rov i n ce and for homef i n ders.  

In part icu lar  there was a req uest for a pos i t ion  that 
w o u l d  be a homefi nder's posit ion i n  the W i n n i peg 
reg i o n .  In part icu lar  too, there were req uests for 
resou rce developer's posit ions i n  Westm a n ,  I nter lake 
and in NorMan reg ions .  There was a req uest from the 
Park lands reg i o n  for a l ia ison posit ion or  a coord i na
tors posit ion to m a i ntai n contact with hospita ls  and  to 
rei nforce the l i n kage between hospitals and home 
care .  Can the M i n ister adv ise the C o m m ittee of  the 
status  of those req uests and that k ind of t h i n k i n g  in  
the man power, woman power estab l ish ment  of th is  
branch?  

MR. DESJARDI NS: I ' m  not  s u re that I u n d e rstood .  
We have a staff man year  that i s  look i n g  for h o m es 
where there are foster homes.  I don't  k n o w  if that i s  
w h at the mem ber's say ing  and we're t ry i n g  to i m prove 
that in certa i n  areas, espec ia l ly  in the I nter lake,  the 
area where i t  seems that i t 's  most needed. I don ' t  know 
if  that's exactly the concern of the mem ber. 

MR. SHERMAN: Wel l ,  I 'd presume that that posit ion 
could accom modate, at least i n  part,  the concerns 
that were em bodied i n  those req uests. But  there were 
also specif ic req u ests as I 've ment ioned,  M r. C h a i r
m a n ,  for resou rce devel opers .  These were req uests 
that came out of a task force on home care that m ade a 
certai n  n u m ber of recommendations.  They were based 
on the f i n d i n g  that a g reat n u m ber of respon s i b i l i tes 
where home care is  concerned were fal l i n g  on the 
p u b l i c  health n u rses and i mproperly so,  that the p u b
l i c  health n u rses had a fair ly fu l l  p late of res p o n s i b i l i 
t i es where home care w a s  concerned. I s  there cont in
u ing cons iderat i o n  bei ng  g iven to the need for ,  the 
des i ra b i l ity of resou rce developer posit ions  i n  the 
home care f ie ld or  is  that now passe? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  the on ly  
th ing  I can  see for that is  i n  the 20 staff man yea r that 
we've h ad with  the reg iona l .  The reason they de l i 
vered by that branch,  we have a serv ice to sen i o rs i n  
Westman ,  and one  i n  Central that c o u l d  d o  s o m e  of 
that and also we have a,  as I said there i s  a balance of 7 
that is bei ng  on ho ld  at th is  t i m e  that w i l l  be ass i g ned 
to d i fferent reg ions ,  so that wou ld be part of the t h i n g  
that cou ld  be. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Cha i rman ,  cou ld  the M i n i ster 
p rov ide us  with a b reakdown of the g rants des i g n ated 
t h i s  year for what I s u ppose wou ld  be descr i bed as 
External Agencies u nder cont i n u i n g  care, a l though 
they're not so des i g n ated i n  the Est i mates book? That 
is  the Age and O p portun ity Centre for exam ple and 
the B randon Civ ic  Senior  C it izens I n corporated,  Meals  
on  Wheels ,  R u ra l  Sen i o r  Centres, that type of t h i n g .  I 
p res u m e  those External  Agencies are sti l l  be ing  
funded by the department.  
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MR. DESJARDINS: Yes and no ,  they're st i l l  be ing  
f u n ded by a department  but n ot o u r  depart m ent as  
Com m u n ity Services. 

MR. SHERMAN: Oh, they're al l  u nder Com m u n ity 
Services. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I tem 3. (g)(3) . The Mem ber for 
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Robl i n-R usse l l .  

MR. J .  WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): M r. 
C h a i rman ,  I have one or two q uest ions I 'd  l i ke to ask 
the M i n i ster on the assessment for p lacement in per
sonal  care homes.  

I 've had many req uests from t ime to t ime from wives 
of h usbands who are i l l ,  sons and daughters of moth
ers and fathers who are i l l ,  comp la in  and express 
g reat concern to me and about thei r father  and 
m other.  The i r  name m ay be on  the l ist i n  a certa in  
personal  care home but  i l l ness or  other reasons h ave 
caused the fam i ly to become concerned and want to 
know i f  they can't be raised up on  the l ist and i f  so, 
they contact me, so I natural l y  contacted the board 
and from there on it seems to get l ost i n  the  s h uff le.  
Somet i m es c hanges are made and somet i mes they're 
not. 

I genera l ly  correspond with the M i n ister and in due 
cou rse get  a letter back  f rom the M i n ister i n  response. 
But I don't t h i n k  I u nderstand how the system works 
and I ' m  s u re there are many many of those that are out  
i n  the const i tuency that when they ask for a review of  
the assessment o r  w h o  makes the last  dec i s i o n ,  i s  i t  
the d octor who decides i f  their  pr ior i t ies are h i g h e r  
t h a n  t h e  board, or  just how does t h e  assessment  work,  
or  if  a reassessment is requested? 

MR. DESJARDI NS: M r .  Cha i rman ,  the req uest cou ld 
come from d i fferent people .  I t  cou ld  come from the 
patient themselves; i t  cou ld  come from fam i ly ;  i t  cou ld  
come f rom peop le  i n  the com m u n ity o r  f r iends ;  i t  
cou l d  come from the d octor; i t  could come from the 
hospital ;  i t  cou ld  come from a case worker.  There a re 
d i fferent team s  that a re work i n g  out  here and the 
same people are respons ib le  for the assessment for 
home care and the panel i n g  for persona l  care home 
except i t  has  to go  to a panel  before you a re accepted, 
your paneled for a personal care h o m e .  So t h e i r  
requ est c a n  c o m e  f r o m  d i fferent p laces. 

Now in the r u ra l  area there's a team comes in - the 
doctor m ig ht be part of i t ,  the p u b l i c  health n u rse and 
so on  - and they meet usual ly  every second week so 
they shou l d n 't have a de lay more than a m o n t h .  I f  i t 's 
an emergency they wou l d  look at i t  r ight away, I ' m  
s u re. B u t  i f  not the most they can do  i f  they j ust p u t  i n  a 
few days befo re the m eeti n g ,  and if that's m i ssed , wel l  
then they wou ld  get  it i n  an average of two to th ree 
weeks.  Now that's panel i n g  in h o m e  care. Of cou rse, 
that's reassessed conti nua l ly  because some peop le  
get  better and some peop le  get  worse. 

Now the s i tuat ion is, i f  the peop l e  s h o u l d  be in a 
personal care home wel l  then the i r  panel  is such that 
they're on the wait i n g  l ist that we' re tal k i n g  about.  I f  
they are al ready i n  the hospital  i n  a r u r a l  area, there 
s h o u l d  be less problem as we ment ioned because the 
acute beds are not f i l led .  Now they wi l l  be deemed to 
be personal  care home patients. They w i l l  be charged 
the p re d i  u m  rate the same as i f  they were i n  personal  
care but at  least they have a bed and i t  doesn't h u rt. I t 's 
not a question  of these beds are there, it's not a q u es
t ion  that you're occu py ing a very expensive bed,  
that's not the case and i n  fact  i t  cou ld  be helpfu l  w i th  
the staff to have a m i xt u re of these th ings .  So it 's n ot 
rea l ly  that m u c h  of a problem.  

I 'm not sayi ng  there's no need for personal  care 
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homes in the r u ra l  area but at least the wai t ing  l ist 
s h o u l d n 't be that bad. I n  the C ity of Wi n n i peg it 's a 
l i tt le  m ore d i f f icu l t  and of cou rse they're a lways yel
l i n g  in acute bed hospita ls  to try to get the patients out 
because that means these beds could be occu pied by 
peop le  that' l l  h ave elective su rgery and that k i n d  of 
su rgery, and if there's no beds they can't go ahead 
and t hey h ave to wait, then that's postponed but we're 
q u ite satisf ied with the panel l i n g  system .  The cr iter ia 
are p retty wel l the same; it's the same kind of team.  
They m eet occas iona l ly  with o u r  d i rectors and so on ,  
to have sem i nars and to com pare notes and so on ,  and 
that i s  bei ng  stud ied and u pdated cont inua l ly .  But  i f  
there's any problem o n  th is ,  i f  somebody has to wait ,  I 
wou ld  suggest that you get i n  touch Ms.  E n i d  T h o m p
son ,  who's probably the expert i n  Canada on home 
care. The Member for Fort Garry and I ag ree that 
Man i toba is away ahead of any other p rov inces when 
i t  comes to th is  p rogram;  we're the envy of m ost p ro
vi nces. A person in front of me has asked to d iscuss 
th is  w i th  many other p rovi nces and some others also 
and I 'm s u re that you ' l l  get quick act ion .  I 'm not say i n g  
you're g o i n g  to h ave a b e d  r ight  away but  you ' l l  h ave 
the m atter looked at i mmed i ately and y o u ' l l  be told 
what happens now. 

I f  t here is  n o  beds,  no  beds at a l l ,  and  they h ave 
been panel led for a bed , then we w i l l  spend any 
amount of m oney. I n  other words even i f  i t  costs more .• 

for some reason it costs more than at a personal  care 
home because that person h as to be taken care of,  but  
norma l ly  you ' re not go ing to g i ve peop le  h o m e  care i f  
i t 's  going to cost  m o re. People say I don't  want to go to 
the h ospita l ;  I want home care and i f  it 's g o i n g  to cost 
m ore, wel l no, we're not that f lush  that we can spend 
that k ind of m oney. B u t  i f  i t 's  the reverse that's true ,  
and peop le  through no  fault  of the i rs ,  i f  we can't  f i nd  a 
bed, steal or beg a bed - wel l then the money that ' l l  
be spent to take care of that person ,  whatever. 

I don't know i f  that g i ves the i nformat ion  to my 
honourable fr iend but i f  any mem bers of the House 
have problems,  I would say ca l l  d i rect to the home 
care ,  conti n u i n g  care people;  leave a message; g i ve 
your  problem and they w i l l  look  at i t .  I ' m  n ot say i n g  
they're g o i n g  to solve a l l  you r problems and they' l l  
f ind a bed  but a t  least they' l l  get  on  i t  i m med i ately. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Por
tage la Prair ie .  

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): Thank you, 
M r. C h a i rman.  To the M i n ister, as he's q u ite aware I ' m  
s u re,  there's several res ident ia l  h omes i n  Portage 
where as I f i n d  in tal k i n g  with these people ,  there is  
much need for the Home Care Program a n d  some 
spec ia l  services that these sen i o r  c i t izens d o  req u i re 
and t hey wou l d  l i k e  very m u c h  to have th is  p rogram 
rei n st ituted by your  govern ment .  In  suggest i n g  t h i s ,  
t h e y  w o u l d  l i ke very m uc h  for the system o r  the  b lood 
pressure test i n g  serv ice that at  one t ime was part of a 
p rog ram and they also are request i n g ,  if poss i ble ,  to 
have maid serv ice to some of these b l ocks.  

They're w i l l i n g  to pay for these t h i ngs in most 
cases.  They're w i l l i n g  to pay for these services but  the 
need is there. They can't get out  when they s h o u l d  
a n d  the vast n e e d  to br ing  i t  to the attent ion  of you ,  
S i r, to see i f  you cou ld  reinstate th is  here p rog ram .  I t  is  

-
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m u c h  needed and as I say, in many cases, they are 
w i l l i n g  to bear the cost on them.  

M R .  DESJARDI NS: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman,  i n  answer to 
that,  I t h i n k  I u nderstand but it 's not q u ite c lear. I t h i n k  
that it fal ls  between three d i fferent p rograms. You 
have home care and I 'm n ot g o i n g  to repeat what I 
ment ioned ; I t h i n k  you u nderstand  the system .  Then I 
t h i n k  that earl ier, I don't  k n ow if the member was 
present in this C o m m ittee or  was at the other Commit
tee; we tal ked about en r iched sen ior  cit izen homes. 

Now if  you're tal k i n g  about people in a personal  
care home, that wou ld n't  be the case.  I wou l d  i mag ine 
through you,  Mr .  C h ai rman ,  that the mem ber is  tal k
i n g  about somebody in a sen ior  c i t izen home. In other 
words, they are in the i r  res iden ce. Wel l ,  the i ntent ion 
is  to br ing some k i n d  of enr iched service, in other 
words, some form of home care, pretty wel l  the pro
g rams that you are tal k i n g  about now,  but there is a 
l i m i t  to what you can do .  

My honourable fr iend sa id that many of the people 
would j u st l i ke to k n ow and to be assu red that they 
can get t h i s  serv ice and they're ready to pay for it  
because some peop le  have m oney; they j ust don 't 
know where to turn .  Wel l ,  that is where we're work i n g  
w i t h  the Counc i l  on  Sen iors ,  t h e  Advisory C o m m ittee. 
The book that you h ave in front  of you today is  to d o  
exactly that.  That's j ust the f i rst edit i o n .  W e  h o p e  that 
th is  w i l l  keep on g o i n g ;  maybe i t' l l  be i n  some k i n d  of a 
l ooseleaf one of these days t h at you can send a page 
l i ke we do with our statute and eventua l ly  that i nfor
mat ion  shou ld  be there. Of course it 's a q uest ion of 
supply and demand also. 

I t h i n k  that you ' l l  have to work with the pr ivate 
sector and let them k now of the demands someti mes 
and somebody m i g ht i nstitute a certai n  program l i ke 
wash i n g  w i ndows or somet h i n g  i n  the ru ral area. 
Some people f ind  t h at d iff icu l t .  I am not say i n g ,  and I 
want to have it c lear a n d  I don't  t h i n k  the m e m ber  was 
ask i n g  that we pay for a l l  these t h i n gs. I t h i n k  that 
you're ask i n g  that o u r  department,  thro u g h  some 
organ izat ion or  somebody, s h o u l d  co-ord i n ate the 
serv ice and i nform the people  what i s  ava i lab le  and 
that is  the idea of th is f i rst book that I tabled today. We 
hope that th is  w i l l  g i ve you m ore and more i n forma
t ion  and these people ,  t h i s  Advisory C o m mittee also,  
i t  works l i ke an Advisory Comm ittee, were work ing  
a lso with  the Soci ety of Sen iors a n d  so o n ,  we're 
try i n g  to get an u m brel l a  g ro u p  over all of them,  
because we can ' t  f u n d  a l l  of them.  Th is  is  the i nforma
t ion we are to ld ;  they advise us. as the mem ber d i d  
today, a s  t o  the services that are req u i red;  what t h e  
people want,  what they'd l i ke to have; t h e n  i n  t u rn w e  
t e l l  them,  wel l ,  th is  i s  avai lab le  e ither through  a gov
ern ment program or t h ro u g h  the pr ivate sector i n  th is  
area. 

So,  we w i l l  conti n u e  to do  that, and between these 
three programs, I t h i n k  that you' l l  h ave your  answer 
somewhere. That w i l l  come; there's i m p rovement 
everyday on  that. 

MR. HYDE: Thank you, M r. Cha i rman .  Yes, i f  you w i l l  
ass u re t h e  cit izens of Man itoba that a program some
t h i n g  s i m i lar  to t h i s  w i l l  be rei n stated,  I ' m  sure that it ' l l  
b e  a cred it to y o u  a n d  you r  d epartment.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3 . ( g ) (3) -pass; (g ) -pass. Contin
u i n g  with 3. (h )  Dental Services; 3. (h ) ( 1 )  Salaries.  

The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. DESJARD I NS: I t h i n k  what we cou ld  do at th is  
t ime.  I wou ld  ask  i f  the Committee would  ag ree; I m ust 
say that I ' m  meet i n g  with the dental organ izat i o n  in a 
day or so.  Before I announce anyt h i n g  that we've 
made certa i n  commitments, I 'd want to be able to g ive 
the i nformation but we're work i n g  with the dental 
profession .  

I wonder  i f  I cou ld  ask  you , i f  the Com m ittee wou ld  
accept that C o m m ittee r ise  at  th is  t ime w i th  the  
u n dersta n d i n g  - a n d  we' l l  i nform the staff - that we 
l eave dental for the t ime bei ng and we can start w i th  
Menta l  Hea l th  Services tomorrow or whatever. When I 
have a l i tt le m o re i nformat ion I cou l d  pass o n  th is  
i n formation and we can  d iscuss the Dental Services. 

E i ther  that ,  or  we go ahead with the Dental Services 
p retty wel l  what we h ave now and we cou l d  even do 
some of that today. I see Dr.  McCormick is  here and I 
wou l d  make the a n nou ncement and we can d i sc uss i t  
u nder the M i n ister's Salary. I t  doesn't matter to m e .  

M R .  SHERMAN: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman,  it  would  be 
acceptable to me and I ' m  sure to my col leag u es on 
th is  s ide  of the C o m m ittee to leave the considerat ion 
of Denta l  Services unt i l  later i n  considerat ion of the 
Esti mates. 

I don 't part i c u l ar ly want to p l u n g e  i nto M e ntal 
H ealth  Services ton ig ht.  I want to refresh my mental  
capacity i n  order to do that, because it 's a very i m por
tant part of the Est imates. So, I 'd  be prepared for 
C o m m ittee to r ise at this j u n cture and deal with Den
tal  Servi ces at the  end of the Est i m ates, after the 
C o m m ission or  before the Commiss ion ,  i f  the M i n is
ter's ready to reveal h is  plans at that t ime.  

M R .  DESJARDINS:  M r. Chairman,  then it 's u nder
stood that the next t ime we meet, we' l l  start with No.  4 ,  
Mental H ealth Serv ices and either a t  t h e  end of 4 .  or  
l ater on  i f  we' re ready at  the end of 4 .  we' l l  ca l l  Dental 
Services. Now with that u nderstand i n g  I move that the 
C o m m ittee rise. 

MR. CHAIR MAN: Comm ittee rise 
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