LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Tuesday, 20 April, 1982

Time — 8:00 p.m.
CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY

SUPPLY — ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND TOURISM

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, Phil Eyler (River East):
Committee will come to order. We are on Item 2.(b)(2)
Industrial Development.

The Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek.

MR. J. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): Mr.
Chairman, I'd just like to follow up on some of the
projects thatwere moving along fairly well. The Prime
Laboratories with their legume inoculants had been
approved by FEARO, a DREE offer had been accepted,
and they had planned to locate in the Town of Selkirk.
They changed their minds for different reasons and
the search was under way for them to locate in
another place in Manitoba.

This was one that the Federal Government was
exceptionally interested in to have come to Canada;
they have published a book on it. It was because of a
speech made by the previous Minister of Agriculture
that got these people enthusiastic to come to Mani-
toba. | just wonder where that stands at the present
time because it is a very important one for Manitoba
and its research and development that we would be
looking for with our agricultural industry.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Madam Minister.

HON. MURIEL SMITH (Osborne): Mr. Chairperson,
the project referred to by the honourable member has
now got the new name of FOR-DAK and it is looking
for a suitable building in which to locate, so it’s still
very much alive as a potential project.

MR.JOHNSTON: The DREE offer has not been with-
drawn or anything while they're looking for a place;
it's still their intention to come to Manitoba. | mean
DREE offersaremade to go to aspecific locationand |
would hope that the DREE offer is still available,
although they're still searching for a spot to move to.

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, the DREE peo-
ple have offeredan extension to this company in their
application. We areed thatit looks like it has potential,
they're developing a product which will fix nitrogen in
the soil and, as we all know, this is a vital stage in the
growth process, so it is still alive.

MR. JOHNSTON: | just have some that DREE offers
wereapproved on thatI'dlike to ask. Wescott Fashions
Ltd.,theyhadtheir application approved andit’s pub-
lic knowledge; it was in the paper for 1.9 million
investment for an estimated additional employment
of about 100.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | would like to just
delay responding to that. It was in process in the
previous year and | can reply a little later as to what
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the current status of that application is.

MR. JOHNSTON: The Canadian-Anglo Machinery
Company had received a DREE offer with our support
assistance from our departmentto work with DREE to
get that from $1,100,000.00. Have they moved ahead
with the custom machinery plant?

MRS. SMITH: Yes. Just to back up, DREE has
approved the Wescott Fashion and so they're going
ahead.

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, they've approved it and
they've accept it and they're going ahead in other
words

MRS.SMITH: Yes, both Wescottand Canadian-Anglo
Machinery Company have been approved by DREE
and are proceeding.

MR.JOHNSTON: Shell CanadaLimited, the Minister
has announced that they didn’t come to Manitoba or
didn’t continue with their new plant in Brandon. The
reasons given were interest rates. As | recall, the
interest rates were higher last fall when they were
planning to move ahead and they expanded their
option on the property in Brandon. | think they
increased their money on the option from $5,000 to
$30,000 and the decision not to come is because of
high interest rates. They were well on the road to
doing it when the interest rates were higher. I'm sure
that everybody worked on that very hard to have it
come to Manitoba. | would ask, have they dropped the
option on the land in Brandon?

MRS. SMITH: Yes, it's regrettable that we have to
report that they have but the reason behind it —
(Interjection)— Well, maybe I'll carry on and if he has
a comment he can fill in later.

The reason for the dropping of the option is not the
simple one of interest rate change or high interest
rate. The reason has to do with Shell’s situation with
regard to their petroleum reserves and they have
decided because of the current situation in relation to
the whole oil industry that they had to retract some-
what and they have considerably reduced their
emphasis on the agri-chemical side of the industry.
This is a retrenchment on their part based on their
relative role in the overall petroleum industry. So,
regrettably the investment that they had hoped to put
into Brandon shifted down to — well, not just a low
priority — shifted out of the feasible project that their
head office was willing to enter in on and the decision
was not taken easily or because of any lack of co-
operation or enthusiasm on the part of the Manitoba
Government.

MR. JOHNSTON: Did theannouncementof3Mgoto
Morden? They did move ahead but did they also keep
the option, or purchase the large tract of land that
they were originally planning to purchase?

MRS. SMITH: 3M is occupying a 40-acre lot of land
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and | understand that was the larger amount that they
had initially considered. Is that better, Walter?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Swan
River.

MR. D.M. (Doug) GOURLAY (Swan River): Mr.
Chairman, I'd like to ask the Minister whether she’s
had staff members from the department working on
the development of a meat packing industry in North-
ern Manitoba?

MRS. SMITH: Mr.Chairperson, I'd ask the memberto
elaborate on his question.

MR. GOURLAY: I'm wondering whether the depart-
ment has any personnel from the Department of Eco-
nomic Development pursuing the feasibility of estab-
lishing a meat packing industry to serve Northern
Manitoba?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, there is some study
going on of the options. I trust that the proposals by
my. colleagues on the Beef Stabilization Plan will
make such an industry development a more highly
probable development. As you know, the purpose of
the Beef Stabilization Plan proposed by the govern-
ment is to promote the total industry and to encour-
age people in the beef field to keep their cattle
through all the stages of development and provide a
ready source to any meat packing industry that could
develop in the province. So, | would see the probabil-
ity of such an industry development hinging very
greatly on the willingness of farmers to take up the
government plan. The plan, of course, atthe beefend
ofitisavoluntary planandit's based very muchonthe
willingness of farmers to build the total industry, not
tojust take partinone component of theindustry and
sell off their animals through middle people to spe-
cialists in the finishing end of the industry. We hope
by the kind of program that we've proposed that there
willarealincentive for Manitoba farmers to getinto all
the phases of the beef industry and, in fact, develop
something that will add more value here in Manitoba
and very much improve the economic situation. The
client that is interested in developing the meat pack-
ing industry is going to make a DREE applicationin a
few weeks and at this pointin time, we're governed by
the usual confidentiality requirements around those
sorts of applications.

MR. GOURLAY: Well, my reason for asking that
question, of course, | guess it was a couple of years
ago, there was a North Feeding the North Conference
held in The Pas. There's been follow-up meetings as a
result of that particular conference. However, just
recently the Valley Meat Packers in Swan River, who
do a considerable amount of processing at that loca-
tion and transport meat products into northern com-
munities, had indicated that information brought to
them indicated that there was some activity in the
development of a meat packing industry at some loca-
tion in the north. | would suspect it would be at The
Pas. | was just wondering just what activity was com-
ing out of the Department of Economic Development
with respect to the overall feasibility and whether or

not this was a fact. | appreciate the answer that you
have given.

| wonder, a further question to the Minister, whether
there's been any recent activity inthe Swan River area
with respect to the development of a wafer board
plantorchip board? | think two or three years ago the
Weldwood people indicated an interest in that area
andI'm wondering if that has developed any furtherin
the last few months?

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, the department
are activein the first projectidentified, the meat pack-
ing industry. They are assisting with feasibility stu-
diesand DREE applicationsin northern areas. | guess
that northern conference on food production did
open the eyes of many people to the potential that
does exist in the north. So often we’ve thought of the
north as having very limited economic development
potential and yet what we're finding by greater atten-
tion to some of the second-stage industries, if you
like, is that, in fact, such anindustry can become quite
viable in that setting. | hope that we will be able to
assist that project to a successful stage where they
can take off.

With regard to wafer board, the wafer board indus-
try or plant; because of the general conditions in the
construction industry and the market in general in
forest-related products, that particular projectisina
hold position. | think we're not likely to see a real
development there until there’'s some recovery shown
in the forest products industry as a whole.

MR. GOURLAY: Mr. Chairman, I'm wondering
whether the Minister has any discussions with her
colleague, the Minister of Municipal Affairs with
respect to the development of the Manitoba Main
Street Program whereby expertise from the Depart-
ment of Economic Development might be able to
assist with the Main Street Manitoba Program.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, because the main
thrust of that program is a cosmetic-type of change to
amunicipality or a main street having to do with side-
walks, lighting, seating, changes in the curbs for dis-
abled persons, the program fits much more comfor-
tably into the Municipal Affairs Department. My
colleague and |, the Minister of Municipal Affairs, are
inregular consultation and if thereis any constructive
role for us to play you can be assured that we will do
so.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Arthur.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, the Minister has made
a statement that | am quite interested in. She has
indicated that there are discussions going on with a
packinghouse industry, is that a new packinghouse
industry thatis planning to develop in Manitoba or an
expansion of a present packinghouse facilities?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, itis a new one in the
northernregion.

MR.DOWNEY: One of thefurthercommentsthat was
made by the Minister is that she, as the Minister of
EconomicDevelopment,is depending very heavily on
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her colleague’'s and her governments newly intro-
duced Beef Program that is going to be the new eco-
nomic stimulus of theagriculturesectorin her words,
and I'mtakingitassuch. Is that what | understand that
she feelsis going to be anew major thrustin the whole
of the packinghouseindustry and if so, does she plan
to move into the packinghouse industry or support
the packinghouse industry in the same way in which
her colleague, the Minister of Agriculture, intends to
move into the feedlot business, that there would be
government participation in packinghouse facilities
through the public sector, is that some of her
intentions?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, my colleague, the
Minister of Agriculture, has elaborated in great detail
the stages of the Beef Stabilization Plan. The intent of
theplanistodevelop astrongindustryintheProvince
of Manitoba going from all stages of the cow-calf to
the — | keep forgetting the agricultural terms but the
fattening — what is it you call it when you keep them
from — well, you don't slaughter them first — the
finishing through to the slaughter and the packing-
house stage. Up until now, these phases of theindus-
try have been handled by different persons and that
has meant that in the exchange or the sale of an
animal from one business group to another, that there
is a certain profit taken off and that in many cases the
most profitable end of the operation and that is the
packing end of it, the slaughter and the packing-
house, takes place outside of the province. Now the
intentof the new planistoencourage,notrequire, but
to encourage by virtue of its voluntary membership
component, encourage farmers in Manitoba to build
the industry from one end to the other. That means
they must make a commitment to keep their animals
for several years and to market them for slaughter in
Manitoba. It means that we must provide some kind of
financial incentive to enable famers to hang onto
their animals that long and to carry them to the final
stage where they're ready to be slaughtered. The pro-
gram, as outlined by the Minister of Agriculture, does
not have public control or, should we say, its not
intervention, | guess control is the word — it doesn't
have that as its goal. It has the goal of facilitating
farmers knowing where the financial pressures will
come as they build the industry.

In the final analysis, the success of the program will
depend on the desire of Manitoba farmers to build
that industry. It's our belief that there will be more
economic benefit to the total population of Manitoba,
and of course, to the individual farmer if they're wil-
ling to develop the capacity to take the animals right
through the whole cycle. If the willingness is out
there, it's not something that can be done by govern-
ment alone; government can assist and encourage
and help people over the tough stages. If there's
response in the faiTming community, then that pro-
gram will in fact build a strong and viable beef indus-
tryinthe province. If the will and the desire is not there
among the farming community, well, they need not
join and that program will not be fully drawn upon but
| think | agree with my colleague, the Minister of
Agriculture, that our role as government is to enable,
in difficult economic circumstances, the farming
community to build this industry. It's a co-operative
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effort. We have a role to play and the individual
famers have a role to play.

At the packinghouse end, our role is to enable that
to develop in Manitoba, not to get excited about con-
trolling or running this for some sort of ideological
reason. | submit, if the honourable members will read
carefully the details of the proposed plan, they will
see, in fact, that is the design of the program, that is
the intent of the program and that is certainly the
sense in which the program can be made successful
or not, depending on the desire, the voluntary desire
and choices of the farmers of Manitoba.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, to the Minister, | am
somewhat concerned about the way in which one or
two or maybe many of our colleagues have led her
down the garden path, because what she has told me
in this last few minutesis if a cow-calf producer whois
now an individual whoislivingin any part of Manitoba
who would normally produce a calf cropinthespring
of the year from his cow herd, and in the fall of year if
there was a profit to be taken, that the government is
now not advising those particular individuals to take
that profit. That they could take their livestock to a
sale facility, whether it was the one in Brandon which
was unfortunately destroyed by fire, whether it was
theonein Ashern, or whether it was the one in Roblin,
anywhere in this province where the producer of
those calves could take them to that sale facility, the
Union Stock Yards in Winnipeg, could take those
calves to that facility and put them on sale to be
purchased by a feedlot operator in Manitoba, in Sas-
katchewan, or in Ontario or wherever the highest
bidder came from to take those calves and produce a
profit for that individual. That is now not in the best
interests of thelivestockindustry, thatyou're going to
give it strength by taking away that profitability at that
particular time and tell the producer you shall not, if
you're in the program to build a better beef industry,
but if you stay in the beef program or enter this beef
program that you now feed that animal through even
though you don't produce grain and you have to buy
all the inputs; that a year from now you can market
that animal and it’ll be sold, must be sold, ifthe objec-
tiveisto sell itdirectly in Manitoba, that you're going
to now force it to be sold and slaughtered in a Mani-
toba slaughterhouse; that beef in the United States is
higher; that the producer cannot sell it to that particu-
lar outside market; that if Ontario wants to pay higher
money for that beef, or Vancouver, or anywhere else
on a live-weight basis, that restrictions will be now
placed on that farmer that he has to slaughter that
animal in Manitoba because of the economic benefit
that we're all supposed to get from this new beef
program.

| submit to you, Madam Minister, through the
Chairman, that it won't work because the whole Can-
adian beef market and the pricing mechanism is
established in the U.S. and North American continent;
that beef flows live and dressed all over wherever the
highest price dictates, whether it's a stock calf or
whether it's aslaughteranimal, then that's where the
producers will eventually get that animal to that par-
ticular market. It's traditionally worked the best
through the beef marketing system that has been
established in this country. | submit to you that it will
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probably €ontinue that way even though, with all
good intentions, you are trying to introduce a gov-
ernment program that will do all the grandiose things
that have been tried prior to 1977.

There was a program which had the same kind of
principles, to establish feedlot operations, to support
the cattle industry in excessively times and when the
times got better, they would pay money back to the
province, and that the option to buy the cattle were
thereto have themslaughteredin Manitoba. All those
grandiose things that governments, in theory, think
canbedone, butit justdoesn’'t work. I, again, feel that
yourinterferenceisgoingtofurthermuddy the waters
as it has done in Saskatchewan and we've certainly
seen depressed beef prices some few months ago
because of the intervention of the Saskatchewan
government. All it does is further distort the natural
marketing and the movement of beef in the North
American system. When you get producers of acom-
modity tied into that kind of a program for six years,
you'reenteringthemintoa programin which they are
in a no-win situation.

In fairness to you and your Minister of Agriculture,
all we can dois wait untilthe proofisin the numbers of
peoplethat participate. Goodnessknows, they need a
support program, butthey don't need all the additives
they get with the one that is being presented by the
government today. They need aone-time payment to
equalize them with Ontario and Alberta. They don't
need a Beef Marketing Commission to direct their
beefthrough — which she would referto asanorderly
marketing system — because as she has indicated, in
therest of theeconomyof thiscountrythatwecan'tor
she can'tinfluence what's happening there. |, again,
submit that she can’'t do it in the beef business
because of the overall marketing system in which we
live.

| would dearly hope that they would get the idea out
of your mind, Mr. Chairman, to the Minister, that there
is an automatic profit the minute you produce a
slaughter animal. There are too many feedlots that
have gone out of business in this province to prove
otherwise. That has been one of the areas that have
had the extreme difficulties as well as the cow-calf
producer. | cannot see where the economic develop-
ment is going to take place through the kind of a
program that you're suggesting. | would just suggest
that you're going to cause further management deci-
sion problems with the beef producers; it's going to
cause inequities, particularly when you get to the
marketing of cattle that are either questionable for —
they could either go to the further finishing in feedlots
or they could go to the slaughter house. If a mistake is
made once they go to the slaughter house and they
gradea“B"” orsomethinglessthanan“A,” thenyou're
doingnothing more than costing the taxpayerwho is
trying to support the industry and the beef producer
who is putting a commodity on the market that is not
quite finished. They're called two-way cattle; they're
cattlethatshould gotoan open marketsellingsystem
and the cattle buyers, the people who are profession-
als in their field, make that decision whether they
should go for further finishing or to aslaughterhouse.
But once those animals have have been slaughtered
for butcher purposes, there's norecourse. You havea
commodity that's both undesirable to the industry,
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the consumers, and | think it's an ill-conceived con-
ceptthatagain | haveto say | do not believe it will work
in its present form. :

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, the question of this
program has been fully debated in the agriculture
Estimates. | guess the involvement of Economic
Developmentin this field is that we have certaininter-
ests in developing healthier industries — and | say
industries — in the Province of Manitoba.

Some of the principles that we observe are that, if
you're trying to develop a healthy industry, the more
components of it you can include in your province,
the more value-added that you can accomplish, the
more benefits there are for the people. So, thatis why
we have an interest in retaining the full cycle of the
beef industry here in the province. The farmers can
catch that vision of their industry and help it to grow,
oritbeingavoluntary system, they can opt nottoand
that will be a choice they make, but we feel that our
role is to make possible the developing of a healthy
and more integrated industry.

Another economic principle we're concerned about
is that if we can eliminate an increasing number of
middle persons in the industry so that there is less
taken out in profit at the different stages of the indus-
try, that we can produce a more economical product
for the consumers which is our concern. We're not
only trying to maximize profitto the farmingcommun-
ity. We're trying to see that a valuable productis pro-
duced and available to consumers.

| submit that the approach of the Honourable
Member is putting the principle of short-sighted max-
imizing gain ahead of developing a total industry for
the province and that we are making an appeal to the
farmers of the province which they have perfect free-
dom to accept or reject; that there is an opportunity
here. There is an opportunity for them as individuals
to get a wider and somewhat more complex view of
their industry, to add more value here in Manitoba and
toensure more security and eventually more profit for
themselves. Thatis the purpose of the program and as
| say if the farmers are of the mind set that whatever
has been is okay, that traditional ways of marketing
are the best, they are free to make that choice.

| submit that some of the rules of thumb that have
governed the beef industry in this province have been
that somehow there were cycles, that one could pre-
dict the cycle, that one could ask for public support
when times were tough and then as one saw the
market opening up and the opportunity to make a
profit, then one could say government keep out. Now,
| submit that we all in Manitoba and certainly in the
farming industry have more to gain by looking at the
industry in aconnected way and that we have more to
gain by asking for the kind of public support that just
doesn’t bail out in difficult times but helps to develop
the integrated stages of the industry, so that more
value is added, so that the lowest reasonable prices
are available to the consumer, that we really can build
an industry that will last. | guess it's in opposition to
the concept of one-time payments that assist a farmer
when in difficulty. We're saying, okay, assistance is
available but it's in the form of an incentive to
encourage you as a group to build a total industry
in Manitoba.
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MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, | will be very brief. |
guess the concern that | have is the idea that the
Minister has that these middle persons — | would call
them middle-men, as | think is a more understood
term in the business world, but to satisfy her we can
call them middle persons — if she looks at the front
page of the Brandon Sun probably of last Thursday,
she would see that there were some 20 some people
employed at the Brandon Auction Mart that was des-
troyed by fire. Some 20 some people were earning a
living through a farmer-owned co-operative market-
ing facility. They handled some 120,000 slaughter cat-
tle and feeder cattle last year. The profit for those
middle persons that she refers to is some $42,000.00.
Thattome, Mr. Chairman, is a pretty small amount of
money when you consider the hundreds of millions of
dollars that were put through in livestock sales for a
company to retain as a profit on the investment that
they had. That's not calculating the head office staff;
that's not calculating the truckers; that's not calculat-
ing all the input that goes into operating that middle
man operation that she refers to. So, if she plans to
replace them and that kind of a system with a bureau-
cratic system of halfing a beef, | wish her well, but |
feel very sorry for those people that she's replacing,
those people that now have jobs.

Then we'll use another one. The Minister of Munici-
pal Affairs is sitting here. He's aware of the livestock
organization at Ste. Rose andthe one at Ashern that's
owned by the producers; there'speopletherethatare
employed. Those peoplewillnolonger have to worry
about their jobs because this present Minister of Eco-
nomic Development supported by the Minister of
Agricultureis going to change all that. Those jobs will
become redundant and filled with civil servants sitting
at a telephone at a packinghouse desk and that's
who'll be doing the work. So, | have some serious
concernsand reservations about the whole thrust and
| want it on the record to show that | think that it's
totally unacceptable to the farm community as it is to
the packinghouse and the marketing institutes that
are now in place and | think will continue to be in
place, Mr. Chairman.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, the people identified
by the honourable member have the right to choose
whether to pursue the system they think will work or
to plug into the system that we are proposing. It's my
belief that in today's tight economic situation that
mere survival is going to require a willingness to
change. Standing still and relying on yesterday's
patterns and attitudes is going to lead to decline. A
willingness to change may ensure survival, may, it will
not definitely ensure survival. To thrive and grow in
today's economic climate is going to take an open
mind, a willingness to see the connectedness of
things, to think over longer time frames and be willing
to work together. Now, the cow-calf producers are
going to have an option. They can choose whether
they wish to plug into the opportunity that we are
offering or not. We feel that offering that opportunity
of a different way of organizing their economic activ-
ity is our responsibility. We feel we have done that and
werespect theright of the individual farmer to make a
choice. Let’s review the situation in a year and in two
years and see how well it's working. We're certainly
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committed to looking at that.

MR. DOWNEY: Well, two concerns, the people that |
was referring to that are part of the marketing system
do not have the choice that she refers to. It's the beef
producer who has the choice whether he or she enters
the program. Those people who are now unemployed
by Manitoba Pool Elevatorsin Brandon, if that facility
is not used by the producers to sell feeder cattle and
to sell the fat cattle, then their jobs become redund-
ant. The people at Ashern who work in the facilities,
their jobs, they don't have achoice. The policies of the
government would be in fact putting them out of ajob.
That's the point | wanted to make. The fact that the
Minister says we should review it in one or two years,
she's asking the producers to sign up for six years, to
give 4 to 8 percent of the gross returns of their lives-
tock productionto this program. So, | would think that
the concerns that are being placed before the Minister
should be reviewed now before the producers are
asked to enter a six-year program rather than ask
them to enter a contract for six years, and then say
two or three years down the road they’ll review it.
Thats not acceptable as far as I'm concerned.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | believe and | know
my colleague, the Minister of Agriculture, believes
that our farmers aren’t naive anymore. They know that
the industry they are a part of —(Interjection)—well, |
think that the myth that they live in a completely indi-
vidualistic free enterprise, self-determining world
reallyis anaive belief. | can understand people hold-
ing it but | can’t understand people who are hurt by
the cyclical ups and downs of the marketing world,
particularly in the beef area. It's a cruel cycle if you
happen tobe caughtinthe wrongendofitandifas at
present that cycle doesn't behave in any regular
fashion as used to be counted upon so that the plan-
ning and the calculation that goes on by a farmer is
upset.

We submit that the market system is not a self-
correcting system; itis not guaranteed to give a fair or
optimum benefit to the people involved in it. There-
fore, we have to use our God-given brains and resolve
to understand the components of an industry to see
what can be doneconstructively to produce a healthy
industry, and from our point of view in Economic
Development, add the most value here in Manitoba
and provide the most security. Now the program
thats come forward is designed to do that, but it's
designed to do that only if the farmers want that kind
of industry development here and if they're prepared
to volunteer to be a part of it. If they choose not to,
that's their prerogative. If they choose to enter into it
and catch the excitement, if you like, and the chal-
lenge and the greater gains down the road, then we
willin factall be the gainers here in Manitoba. | would
be just as happy to move on in the discussion, if the
honourable members are, in fact, so prepared.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Is that agreed? | have a
speakers’ list. The Member for Lakeside.

MR. HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): Mr. Chairman, | don't
wish toprolongthe Estimates at this time but listening
to the Minister, | must confess, while this may not
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necessarily win me any votes back home on the farm,
but | have to express nothing but awe and admiration
for this Minister and for this government that suggests
to usin this committee meeting that they are prepared
to make substantive and fundamental changes to
assist them of the production of food for all our peo-
ple, and we're all consumers; that is going to be a
major improvement. Mr. Chairman, most people in
this world devote the better part of their working day
and the better part of their disposal income simply to
feed themselves. It so happens that for many different
reasons, but certainly one of them is the system that
we operate under, thatin this country since the 50s we
have steadily been able to decrease the amount of
effort and that portion of our disposable income that
Manitobansand Canadians need for food. In the mid’-
50s | believe that figure was in the area of 26, 27
percent, today it’s about 18 percent. The leaders in
that field, of course, is the United States, our neigh-
bours, who are roughly spending 16 percent of their
disposable income to feed themselves. That country
has, of course, the least regulated economy in terms
of food production in the world, perhaps. Canadians,
Mapitobans are now spending about 18 percent of
their disposableincome to provide areasonable level
of nutrition and food.

I, on the one hand, would like to play the devil's
advocate. | would like to joint that group of favoured
professionals perhaps that have very restricted entry
into fields as | determined the other day in the Minister
of Agriculture’s Estimates. | have two sons, and one of
them may want to be a turkey farmer and want to be
prepared to sell turkeys to his fellow neighbours and
city cousins, but he can’t do that, he's prevented by
law. If he wants to sell turkeys for 20 percent less than
what is the going price, he'll be put in jail. My other
son may want to milk cows for a living, and does that
very well, but if he wants to sell it for 10 cents a quart
less than Modern Dairies sells it for, what Silverwoods
sells it for, he'll be put in jail, he can’t do that in this
country. I'm just pointingoutinalittie way whatregu-
lation really means, and we should be aware of that,
and sowhen the Ministerspeaksinvery flowery terms
about providing the very best of all situations, let's
remember that we are all consumers in this world.
Let’'salso remember why adozen Canadian eggs sell
for 75 cents a dozen in Minneapolis and 95 cents a
dozen in Winnipeg. There's a reason for that. Now,
Madam Minister, let's at least be conscious of that.
But, as | say, I'm enthralled by the optimism and the
challenge that this Minister is prepared to undertake
in revamping the manner and the way in which we
have provided food as food producers, as farmers,
that very basic commaodity that all of us need. | just
wanted to put that on the record and | will look for-
ward four years hence, Madam Minister, as to how
you'll succeed in this endeavour.

MRS. SMITH: Well, Mr.Chairperson, at least for opin-
ion you won't have to wait four years. The food pro-
duction system that we havein placein thiscountryis
changing.ldon’'t know where the honourable member
has been living the last years of his life, but I'm sure if
he lives on the farm, that he has seen the conditions
under which his farm is operating change. | don't
know the specifics of your farm.| do know that what |
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understand of the farming industry in North America,
specifically in Canada, is that some rathersignificant
things have been happening. For one thing, there's
been a great deal of artificial chemical put onto the
land, there’'s been a certain mining of the land and not
necessarily arecognition thatthere’salimited amount
of that, that can be done. That at some point, we have
to pay backtothelandwhatit needs, thatit needs time
to recover, that it needs time to regenerate and that
some of the older, slower methods of farming and
crop rotation and plowing back in summer fallow did
regenerate the land although they did not make the
quickest buck in the short run. In the long run, they
may have made a lot of sense, but there's something
has happened to the farming industry. For one thing
peoplehave been brainwashed, | believebrainwashed,
that's my opinion, into thinking that the large farm
highlymechanized, highly supported by chemicalfer-
tilizer, herbicide, pesticide is automatically the best
and thatsowhatiftheyend upowingmoreto the bank
and paying higher prices for fuel, for chemicals, that
somehow in the marvelous market system of ours
things are supposed to work out.

| submit that there are some things that might not
work out. We may be depleting our soil which is the
very basis on which we all depend. We may be allow-
ing a specialization and a refinement of our seed
types to be occurring through plant breeders, rights,
moves and so on, so that the very genetic material on
which we all depend for our livelihood is becoming
deprived of its capacity to respond and generate new
forms that can overcome ailments. We have allowed
our Canadian system to move into specialization in
fewer and fewer crops. I've been pleased to see the
diversification that’s started to occur at least in some
of the grain crops in recent years but, in general,
we've allowed our Canadian system to become more
and more specialized, we've allowed fine land arable
land to be moved into nonproductive use, and | sub-
mit that this may have looked good in the short run
because the market forces seemed to indicate there
was better profit to specialize, but in the long run it
may be suicidalbecauseitreduces the capacity of our
country to produce the diversity of food crops that we
need. Trade looks good when transportation costs
are minimal, but with the price of oil shooting up and
thereliability of that kind of a food production system
grows, we may find that what we have created is not
an economic miracle but an economic disaster.

Now, I'm deliberately painting itin extreme terms. |
don’'tthink we'rein that quite that bad a situation, but |
submit that our choices are not whether to carry on
with asystemthat’sworking very welland issomehow
stable and a system that we are proposing which is
somehow new, frightening and different. Our choices
are rather goingon with a system thatin many waysis
heading in a destructive direction, thatdoes not vote
well for our future capacity to feed ourselves well or
economically, and that we have the opportunity in this
current time to make choices about how we use the
land, what kind of things we grow and the way in
which we organize our food growing capacities here
in Manitoba.

| submit that the healthy development of the full
stages of an industry like the beef industry is a valua-
ble option and farmers do not have to choose it but



Tuesday, 20 April, 1982

we, in our consideration of the important components
of the foodindustry arerecommending that approach.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Lakeside.

MR. ENNS: Madam Minister, the difference between
you and me is that | am an optimist; I'm also a cattle-
man. | believe that our genetic scientist will eventually
produce a cow that will produce, not a calf, but a litter
of five and eight and that they will feed and sustain
themselves on rusty tin cans and clean up our envi-
ronmentwhilethey’reatit. Thatgenuinelyis anoptim-
istic viewpoint that free enterprisers and entrepre-
neurs have, and before you scoff at it, what has
happenedgeneticallyin thelivestockindustry,surro-
gate cows that will carry very valuable $10,000,
$15,000, $20,000 calves in them by implant, etc. etc.,
one should not take too lightly about what can
happen if given a free rein and if offered an incentive
to do so.

Really, the question and | don’'t want to prolong this
debate because we are now talkingin Agricultureand
you are the Economic Development Minister and you
don’t have to particularly, | know you may want to,
defend a particular status quo of a particular type of
farming or something like that, but I'm talking about
production. | am talking about what are we providing
for our citizens. What we have provided for our citi-
zens is the lowest possible price for food, some 18
percent of their disposable income. They can do
many other things with income. They can support
political parties and get them elected if they want to;
they can support leisure at the lake; they can support
going to cultural happenings and broaden their living
experience that way, inamanner, in away, whichvery
few other groupings of peoples, civilizations have
other than here on the North American continent.

You have quoted from time to time the Japanese
experience. They spend about 35 percent of their
disposable income on food. Western Europe spends
about 28 to 30 percent of their disposable income on
food. Itisonlyinthiscountrythat wespendaslittle as
18 percent of our disposableincome on food and you
have the —(Interjection)— no, no, I'm not saying the
gall. | say the courage and that's why | say | admire her
courage to tinker with that system. | happen to think
that we have in many ways already restricted further
progress by not allowing the bringing together of
technology, of bringing together capital, whether it is
big firms or multinational firms of considerably
enhancing our processing industry here in this pro-
vince. That has not happened just under your Minis-
try, Mrs. Minister. That's happened under Conserva-
tive Ministries; that's happened under my Ministry
backin 1967-68 when we had opportunities of provid-
ing many hundreds of jobs. | won't exaggerate, per-
haps even thousands of jobs, in expanding the pro-
cessing industry in this province.

It is my belief, Madam Minister, that the biggest
direction of the Department of Economics should be
that the excess food that we have the capacity of
producing in this province should have the biggest
amount of labour input into it; that we should be
processingitto thegreatestextent; that we should do
far more exporting of finished productrather than the
raw product, but that takes a certain amount of appre-
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ciation that capital, business, requires their elbow
room to make this happen. That isn't always happen-
ingunderour current restricted Marketing Board leg-
islation and | don't put that at the feet of this Minister.
That's happened under many different jurisdictions
including a jurisdiction that | had at one particular
time. I'm simply putting it on the record and I'll agree
with the Minister.

I won't pursue the argument much further thatit’'sa
very admirable role for the Minister to assume that she
can and that this government will considerably
improve in terms of the net product. The net product
is providing nutritious food for Manitobans at less
cost than it is today.

MRS. SMITH: Mr.Chairperson, maybein thislengthy
interchange, we are arriving at some common under-
standings and that is that our goal is to provide nutri-
tious food for our own people at moderate cost. | think
we can agree on that. | think where we have to dis-
agree and | would just like to itemize some of the
issues. | think you are possibly ayear orayear-and-a-
half perhaps my senior. You were raised in that same
era where we were encouraged to trust unquestion-
ingly in the ability of scientists to solve all our prob-
lems and to bring greater plenty if only we would put
more money intotechnology or, atthe same time, into
business, into capital investment.

| submit, technology and enterprise can do a great
deal. In some respects they can do things that we
haven't yet imagined, but there are also the possibili-
ties of limits to what they can do and | think to have a
blind faith that technology can solve all our problems
or that, at least, pursuing any technology is good and
that we don’t have to sit back and look at the cumula-
tive affect and make some judgment calls is a very
dangerous sort of faith. | don’t share that faith. | am
very interested and supportive of scientific develop-
ment, but | think there also has to be a kind of judg-
ment that looks at the possibility that we may deplete
our soils; that we may seriously reduce the genetic
capacity of our seeds to regenerate; that we may so
add preservatives and so on to our food that we
reduce its nutrition; that cost to the consumer is not
the only factor. There is also quality.

If we trust in whatever agricultural policy produces
quick profit tothe producer, we may end upin hurting
the common heredity of all of us, the soil,and we may
end up not always delivering the best nutrition at the
most reasonable cost to the consumer. So, | think we
shouldn’t gointo any of these issues with ablind faith.
Curiosity, openness, willingness to evaluate, yes, but
not a blind faith. | think that we are after good nutri-
tion, reasonable use of our land, as much self-
sufficiency in food as we can reasonably manage
givenour climate andreasonableprofitfor the people
engaged in all the activities in the chain of the food
production cycle. | submit that is what we're after in
other industries as well. We think that it's a balanced
approach and that it does not rely blindly on what |
think are really outmoded beliefs.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Swan
River.

MR. GOURLAY: | have a short question regarding
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Porky Packers that was established at The Pas some
10 or 12 years ago and it only functioned for a short
time and was closed down because it violated a
municipal by-law. I'm wondering, the Minister indi-
cated that there was some feasibility work goingonin
the North with respect to establishing a new meat
processing facility. Does thisinvolve the future use of
Porky Packers, by any chance?

MRS. SMITH: The future use of what?
MR. DOWNEY: Porky Packers, at The Pas.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | can say no, but that
we would rather keep confidential the name of firms
that we're dealing with. | think that's the basis on
which we work with them.

MR. DOWNEY: I'm not seeking the name of the firm
that wants to get a new facility going, but | know that
the Federal Government and I'm not sure about the
province, did put in a fair amount of money in the
facility that is sitting there and hasn’t been operating
as-a complete meat processing. | am wondering if
therehas beenachangeinthe municipalzoningthere
that this facility might be used in part for such a
project?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | don’'t know about
the particular proposal that the member is referring
to. I really don’t have anything specific to say aboutit.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Stur-
geon Creek.

MR. JOHNSTON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | just
want to be clear on one thing. The person or persons
making DREE application or proposal which means
there must have been some research done ahead of
time or else there’s no sense going with the proposal,
am | to understand that there would be a packing
plantin The Pas that would slaughter cattle, then pack
a product and put it on the market under a name
brand, whatever the name brand may be and that the
Provincial Government may be involved in establish-
ing that plant with the DREE applicant?

MRS. SMITH: Well, Mr. Chairperson, | never menti-
oned a town in the north; | never mentioned which
animal was being considered | never mentioned an
active role for the Provincial Government other than
in feasibility study. So, | guess the answer in sum to
the honourable member is, no.

MR. JOHNSTON: But we are looking at a new pack-
ing plant that would be established then on the basis
of the program that the Minister of Agriculture has
and that plant would be slaughtering and producing a
product. We don’t know who it is, but the product
would have to have a name and would have to com-
pete on the market with other companies or maybeiit's
one of the bigger companies that is taking a look at
the feasibility, but we are looking at another packing
plantin northern Manitoba. Let's put it that way.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, the most | cansay is

that there is a DREE application for a northern meat
industry plant and that is the long and the short of it.

MR. JOHNSTON: The Minister said that the involve-
ment at the present time is feasibility study. Would it
be theintention of the government to consider having
a joint venture in this plant?

MRS. SMITH: Well, Mr. Chairperson, we are open a
lot of possibilities now and in the future, but this
particular project that | referred to earlier is a DREE
application. DREE meaning Federal Government not
Provincial and that’'s where it sits. There is no current
plan or intention of the Provincial Government to be
involved in any formal way.

MR.JOHNSTON: | have another question on another
subject. In Manitoba, we have on Black Island proba-
bly the best silica sand that there is. At the present
time, we have that sand come down to Selkirk and it’s
shipped in many places in North America, but one
that | would mention. It goes to Alberta where they
make bottles and the bottles are shipped back to
Manitobato be used in the Manitoba bottling industry
and there was a lot of work being done to try and
establish a plant that would use that sand either in
bottles or in lamps or in dishes or whatever. | know
that there was a group went down to New York to a
convention. | believe it was glass manufacturing
companies that they attended and they were working
very sincerely to try and establish an industry to use
that sand in the Province of Manitoba. Is that still
being worked on?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, I'm informed the
specific project the honourable member is referring
to was in fact dropped during his tenure. There is not
at present another specific company looking at that
possibility, but | guess we've been alerted to the fact
that we do have aratherspecial quality of silica sand
in Manitoba and that's one of the opportunities for
development that we will be keeping in mind.

MR. JOHNSTON: Yes, there was more than one
droppedduring the last administration, but there was
an insistence, | guess, on my part that we keep trying
very hard to use that resource of Manitobansin Mani- -
toba. | would sincerely hope that effort is still being
made.

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, there is another
firm actively looking at the glass production, but their
intention would not be to use that particular sand.
However, | think the honourable member has raised
theissue and identified the potential of thatsand and |
think that's often how good ideas develop. Someone
initially investigates; it doesn’t look feasible from their
point of view, but in the course of time someone else
comes along, perhaps with the right piece of the puz-
zle and an industry can in fact develop.

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, | wanted to move
from (a) to (b). My question, do you want to pass (a)
and (b) or justletme . . . or (a).

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: (a) is passed already.
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We're on 2(b)(2).

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, I'd just like to ask
the Minister, there isn't an increase in personnel in
Industrial Development according to the sheet | was
supplied with. In fact, it appears that it's a decrease of
two people and yet, the Other Expenditures are up
about $126,000.00. | wonder if the Minister could
advise us what that increase is for.

MRS.SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, two people were
transferred out from the printed vote to the time when
we did our Estimates. In fact, it was during the hon-
ourable member's tenure. One was transferred to
Regional Benefits and another to Communication
and Creative Services. The basic increase in our
expenditures is largely accounted for by a second
part of a two-part vote to Superior Bus.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b)(2)—pass — the Min-
ister of Municipal Affairs.

HON. AR. PETE ADAM (Ste. Rose): Thank you, Mr.
Chairperson. | know that you have allowed a great
deal of latitude and | am sure that we should not be
discussingindepth, as we havedone the Department
of Agriculture. However, | feel compelled to make a
few comments not to leave on the record unchal-
lenged some of the remarks that were made by my
honourable friend, the Member for Arthur, in that he
indicatedin hisopeningremarksthat the government
was, with it's new program for Beef Stabilization,
intending to take control of the industry. As well, |
think he mentioned the intention of the government to
take over the operation of the Pool Auction Mart in
Brandon and | think that the record should be clear
that is not the case. | think the Minister of Agriculture
made thatstatementin the House, | believe, yesterday.

Mr. Chairperson, | was in Brandon on Thursday. It
was not possible to get hold of the Pool people there
on Wednesday because of the fire and | went down
and had an on site inspection. In fact, | was there
Thursday and Friday as well. Mr. Chairperson, it is
certainly a very unfortunate occurrence that hap-
pened there and when | was there, the dead animals
were still in the building and the roof was caved in. It
was an unbelievable mess and, Mr. Chairman, it was
really a gigantic operation to try and clean that out.
The advisory group to the Manitoba Pool held a meet-
ing, | believe that meeting was held on Thursday, and
there was some enthusiasm to reopen the auction
mart on the part of the adviser; that's what | had been
informed by the manager there. However, the Direc-
tors of the Pool were to meet yesterday, that is Mon-
day, to discuss the matterfurther. Now the suggestion
that the facility would be closed because of an effort
on the part of the government to, at least, attempt to
try and save the livestock industry is a bit unfair
because in speaking to the manager of the auction
mart there, he indicated that yes, there were some
questions astowhetherthey wouldreopenagain, but
in view of the state of the economy of the beef indus-
try, and it was not whether or not there was a beef
program in place, but it was rather the overall condi-
tion of the beef industry at the present time.

| wanted to make that statement, to not leave on the

record the statement that the government is trying to
take over the facility in Brandon. | believe that, Mr.
Chairperson, there is room and the program has not
been finalized, there are still discussions taking place
with the beef producers in the Province of Manitoba
and there are going to be further meetings held to
discuss the program, and there may well bearole fora
facility like there is in Brandon to continue and, in
fact, | was advised when | was there that they were
perhaps planning to change their operation to a rail
graderather than the way they have in the past.

The beef stabilization that we are trying to put
together is in response to discussions with beef pro-
ducers across the province. Let's say, forinstance, the
Manitoba Cattle Producers Association who have
recommended a stabilization program that the beef
producers would put payment into a fund on every
animal sold, that was a position that was put forward
by the cattlemen association, and the other compo-
nent is recommendations put forward by other pro-
ducersanditisthe combination of different views out
there and different positions and it is an attempt, an
efforttotry andsaveanindustrythat'sinvery serious
difficulty and in serious trouble at the present time
and it's an attempt to try and rectify some of the
weaknesses that is evident in the industry and caus-
ing many of our producers to go out of business, not
only in Manitoba, but the same thing is happeningin
other provinces.

Because of the seriousness of the situation many of
our neighbouring provinces have come forward with
some very rich programs in some instances and the
honourable member is naive, he is very naive if he
believes thattheProvince of Manitobaisabletocome
forward with say $40 million to save the industry in a
one-shot injection of funds that we have just com-
pleted doing a few years ago, and that the livestock
industry will be here again next year or the year after
for the same thing because the nature of the free
market does not provide cost of production and there-
fore this is an attempt. Mr. Chairperson, I'm not sure
whether this will save the industry. It may be too late
but, at least, it's an attempt to do something, and I've
heard about commments from many people, many
sectors, about the New Democrats and being with
their heads in the sand as far as the Crow rate is
concerned. | could reciprocate by saying that on this
issue | think the honourable members opposite are
indeed not progressive, they are not progressive.

I’'m goingto be polite, Mr.Chairperson, and say that
they are not being progressive.l think we have to
address this problem. The idea behind this is to try
and prevent our 400 pound calves, our 500 pound
calves from being shipped out of the province, fin-
ished in other provinces, slaughtered in other provin-
ces, sold in other provinces, consumed in other pro-
vinces. This is an attempt to try —(Interjection)— We
are not going to force, Mr. Chairman. Now, the
membersoppositewould like to use the word “force.”
Mr. Chairperson, the honourable members like to use
the word “force.” I've heard the Member for Arthur say
that word two, three timesin his remarks, force, force,
force and | hear the Member for Lakeside saying the
same thing, and | recall, Mr. Chairman, thatthe Bill 25,
I think it was, that forced every cattle producer in the
province to have a check off on his cattle, it was not a
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free choice. This at least, Mr. Chairperson, is free for
those who feel that they cannot battle the free market
anymore, that they have to have alonger term protec-
tion and it is absolutely voluntary, they may enter the
program.

| submit that there will be room for the auction
marts. There will be many other types of cattle that
will not be going for slaughter. There will only be a
percentage of the cattle going under the program if it
is successful and there will be room for auction marts
for other types of cattle. There may be room for the
auction marts for assembling points for those cattle
that may be going to for rail grade, there are all kinds
of other alternatives out there. And | would hope, Mr.
Chairperson, that members opposite would at least
try and be more broad minded on this issue because
the industry is in dire straits and something has to be
done because the industry is gone if we don't do
something, and | submit that a cash injection of even
$40million to try and save the industry at this time will
not help because they’ll be back here next year for
another 40 million and Manitoba is not a, you know,
the Treasury is not a bottomless pit such as we have
perhaps in some of our neighbouring provinces. So,
Mr. Chairperson, | just wanted to leave those remarks
on the record so as not to have any misinterpretation
about whether the government is intending to take
over this orto take over that, the programis voluntary
and it's free for anyone to join or stay out if he so
desires.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b)(2) — the Member
for Morris.

MR. CLAYTON MANNESS (Morris): Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. First of all, I'm holding myself back and |
won’tjump into the meat debate although the conten-
tious comments made by the Minister, and I'd like to
quote — she’s talking about farming and | think she
said, “It was leading to an economic disaster.” She
said, “It was heading in a destructive direction and
that we'll all have to learn how to use theland.” | think
those comments cry out for some type of rebuttal but
this is a new Session and I'm sure we’ll have many
opportunities to debate those comments later on.

This is the first opportunity | have had to sit in this
particular department, the Estimates of this depart-
ment, and the question I'm about to ask may have
been covered. In this particular area I'm wondering if
the Minister could indicate tous how many firms that
her department is aware of that are prepared to
expand in this province, bearingin mind notincluding
those that may have made announcements to that
effect. How many, let's say, with 10 employees and
over is her department aware of are prepared to
expand their production facilities in this province at
this time?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | could sortoftoss off
numbers like twenty-seven and three-quarters or
3,293. I'd be presumptuous, | don’t know precisely
because firms in the current method of operation,
unless they come and ask us for some kind of assis-
tance or advice, operate on their own and that's as it
should be for the large percentage of them. We are
actively assisting 20 firms with their assessment of
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investment here.

| did, just before we left the beef scene completely,
want to bring up to date my colleague, the Honour-
able Minister of Municipal Affair's report on the Bran-
don beef and just draw the attention of the group to
the report made by the Honourable Minister of Envi-
ronment today in the House in nonmetric for the
benefit of the members opposite that the fate of the
beef cattle in Brandon is now being settled in a pit 50
feet by 50 feet under layers of lime, cattle, lime, cattle
and lime.

Seriously though, to get back to the numbers of
firms that have intention to come here, our nomal
way of hearing from firms is that they eitherphone us
up asisthewantofafirm that's looking atinvestingin
a province, they need to know information about our
laws and there’'s a lot of information that can be
obtained just by phoning the department. There's
also specialistsin each of the priority industry sectors
who keep on top of what’s going on either with exist-
ing firms or with prospective firms, not only here but
across the country and sometimesin other countries,
particularly the United States. They travel to events
wherethere are collections of peoplein these priority
sectors and they carry with them, of course, informa-
tion about the prospects herein Manitoba, and if they
caninterestsomeonein an opportunity here, they will
do so. So it's a combination of reaction to questions
asked by industries and outreach toinduce industries
to come here, industries whose particular needs
happen to match what we have to offer.

MR. MANNESS: Thank you, Madam Minister. | real-
ize full well that, of course, you couldn’t know of the
hopes or the ideas of all those firms that are prepared
to expand, but two questions; first of all, you menti-
oned 20 firms. Are those that are interested in locating
here at present, or in fact does that number include
those that are now situated here and are thinking of
expanding? Because that was the intent of my ques-
tion. How many local firms that are now in existence
are prepared to expand at this time in this province?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, on our active list we
have in the neighborhood of seven or eight from out-
side the province and in the neighborhood of 25 to 30
firms in the province that are looking at expansion or
new directions.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b)(2)—pass.
2.(b)(3) Regional Benefits — the Member for Stur-
geon Creek.

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Min-
ister would just outline this Regional Benefits
Department.

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr. Chairperson, thiswas abranch
that was developed under the preceding government
and was entitled “Industrial Benefits.” The intention
was to work with Manitoba suppliers and purchasers
to maximize the use of Manitoba goods and services
in all major Capital economic activities throughout
the province. Theinitial function was tolook at poten-
tial mega projects but this has been expanded to
include mega projects or large energy projects to the
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west of us and also to maximize purchases by the
Manitoba Government, its agencies and other related
institutions.

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, this takes in then the Indus-
trial Benefits, as we call it. It's Regional Benefits, but
doesittakein the group that we're working in, Alberta
and Saskatchewan, on the large projects out there,
sourcing them to find out what Manitoba manufactur-
ers could supply and having the information of what
manufacturers do manufacture, to relate it to those
larger projects?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, strictly speaking,
that’'s a trade activity, but a lot of the data collected
has some connection because with the Regional
Benefits, which is primarily Manitoba based, we have
developed this sourcing directory and that means the
listing of all firms in Manitoba, what they can produce,
the quantities, time frame and that sort of thing, along
with the purchases that are made in Manitoba by
major purchasers. The trade component of this is an
extension where the same type of listing is applied to
thetrade field. There was, inJanuary, atrade fair here.
| haven't got the correct name of it here, but where
potential purchasers from the Alberta energy projects
came here and met with our potential suppliers and
that was both to acquaint the purchasers with the
capacities here in Manitoba and also to give the local
suppliers someidea of what the opportunities werein
Alberta, what the preferred methods of approaching
the different companies were, and in general, to
improve, increase their capacity to expand their busi-
ness in a more active way.

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, the book on what Manitoba
manufacturersproduce has been there fora while and
we have had seminars over the years, the past six or
seven yearscomein explaining to Manitoba manufac-
turers what would be required on many projects in
otherareas. So, the Regional Benefits is basically, let
me putitthis way, thatis being continued more under
Trade Development than the Regional Benefits. One
is the expansion of the benefits on all projects in
Manitoba or looking at all projects in Manitoba from
the point of view of purchasing practices of Manitoba
manufacturersand government purchasing. Similarly,
we had a show that had a group of manufacturers in
Manitoba showing what they imported or what they
purchased from out of province. This department is
going to carry on and expand that work.

MRS. SMITH: Yes, it seems like an artificial distinc-
tion between the Trade group and the Regional
Benefits, but functionally the Regional Benefits
focuses on trade here in Manitoba and the Trade
group work on export opportunities to other provin-
ces, indeed to the United States. The type of invento-
rying of industrial production, of industrial services
available, the running of seminars and so on here in
Manitoba is an extension of what was done before,
but as the program develops there’'s outreach to more
and more groups, more folow through accomplished
and the focus has expanded from the initial focus on
expected megaprojectstoincludethewholerangeof
Manitoba economic activity. The big marketing pro-
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gram that will come this fall, it's the Canadian Institu-
tional Marketing Program. So, it's partly trade and
partly Regional Benefits, but, a sub-component of
that is the emphasis on government institutions here
in Manitoba purchasing Manitoba goods. So, it's a
dual thrust by Manitoba and, if that isn’t available, by
Canadians.

MR. JOHNSTON: The Minister may not have the
answer to this. Is it the intention of the government to
change the purchasing policy of Manitoba corpora-
tions from the tender basis, where the lowest tender
usually gets the work, or is it going to be giving a
preference to Manitoba manufacturers even though
they're higher?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, the policy of gov-
ernment procurement is under active review at the
moment and we haven’t as yet defined a policy for the
coming year. The kind of things that we’ll be looking
at is whats being done in the other provinces, either
asto price preferenceorinfacttoregional preference
within a province and whether it's a price differential
or a kind of proportion of the market depending on
what kind of employment they have in the province.
We’'re mindful, in developing a government procure-
ment policy, that we have to pay attention both to the
need of local industries to have opportunity, at the
same of maintaining a fair climate for tendering for
companies from outside the province. | think any
modifications we make will be gradual and clearly
announced to tendering companies.

MR. JOHNSTON: | hope the Minister is aware that
Manitoba is a very broad manufacturing base and
we're only a million people and we don't use, as Man-
itobans, anywhere nearthe amount of production that
we are capable of; that we turn out every year; that has
been increasing steadily every year. If we — the fig-
ures are there — in Manitoba we are the second larg-
estexporter percentage wise of all provinces, Ontario
being first, and | stress percentage wise. If we start to
have any rules on preference of purchasing or protec-
tion for Manitoba manufacturers, | would like to
assure the Minister that other provinces will retaliate
and will put Manitoba in a very awkward position. |
think that should be looked at very carefully while
you'rereviewing the purchasing practices if the Mani-
toba government is going into a large project. | think
thatthere are ways to see that manufacturersin Mani-
toba have a preference, but be very careful about
publishing the same as B.C. does and the same as
Saskatchewan does by percentage preference to
their manufacturers because it will only backfire in
Manitoba.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | think the honour-
able member is repeating what | said that we are
aware of the sensitivity onthe trade end. We are com-
piling the information and reviewing it about what is
the practice in other provinces. As the member
alluded to, we do have arelatively good record on the
proportion of manufacturing exports that we enjoy.
Forty percent of our manufactured goods are shipped
out of the province as end products and that propor-
tion is second only to Ontario. So, the concern that
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the meftibér expresses is one that's alive in our minds
and we will be balancing that out against the desire to
usewhatever means we canto generateagoodstable
manufacturing base here in Manitoba.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b)(3) — the Member
for Inkster.

MR. DON SCOTT (Inkster): Mr. Chairman, on this
point, I'd just like to raise a concern that was brought
to my attention relatively recently. It's something that
| would not to see repeated and | feel very confident
will not be repeated. It's gearing towards the —
(Interjection)— well, in this instance, | can assure the
Menmiber for Arthur it will not be repeated.

We had a very, | guess you could call them an
exceptionally forward looking firm in the province, it
happensto be located in my constituency. Ittendered
on avery large government related contract. Itwas a
low tender. This happened, | believe it was in 1978 or
1979, possibly ‘79 because that's about the stage the
project would bein atthat pointintimeand yetdid not
get the tender. Yet, it was a low tender for the project.
The project was in tens of thousands of dollars and |
think thatit —(Interjection)— It was notdone through
Government Services; it was done through another
department. It was an arm of govemment, if you wish.
Okay? But, the people at the time in the industry had
taken it to the point of going to the Minister and were
told that they should best not do that because they
rely on alot of othergovemment contractsandif they
were to cause any disturbance on this one that it may
cause them problems in the future. Now, that | do not
—(Interjection)—

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order please.

MR. SCOTT: For the very same reason that they're
afraid perhaps that something would happen to their
future contracts as well. | would speak very much in
favour of the Opposition at the time they have been
asleep —(Interjection)— but, Mr. Chairman, | would
urge to you the Minister that we do follow an example
and dofollow aposition, where there is aclosetender
at all, that we do try and give preference to the local
manufacturers where the greatest value added is in
the product. We have an awful lot of cases where
we're going outside the country, in someinstances, to
buy materials when we could be building them here
within Canada. I'm speaking of the country as a
whole.

If you look at the Japanese experience and a lot of
this is just through their own patriotism really and it's
patriotism not just by governments, but also by the
individuals and the purchasing pattems of the ingi-
vidualsthere,isthatthey have astrong preference for
commodities produced in their own country and
thats one of the reasons they are where they are
today. That's one of the reasons —(Interjection)— but
they have developed.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order, order please.
MR. SCOTT: They have developed industries

throughaut their country of Japan primarily by having
a preference, not only on the government but on the
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consumers themselves, in being willing to take the
time to be able to develop their products. You just
have to look and one example is computers where
they were so far behind IBM and some of the other
huge traditional firms and now the Japanese are the
world leaders in the field and have machines that are
quite a bit faster, many times faster than the fastest of
the North American machines. So, there are strong
benefitstowardsa governmentbackingup theindus-
try who are the employers of the people of that prov-
ince and of our province, to back them up and to give
preference to Manitoba and, secondly, Canadian
manufacturers.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, there was quite a
study of procurement policy done by the previous
government and one of the interesting things about it
is that it's one thing to develop policy; it's another
thing to do the follow through and ensure that the
policiesrecommended arein factbeing carried out by
allthe departments. | think we can experience signifi-
cantgainsin our Manitoba purchasing just by apply-
ing the policy that's currently on the books. It does
state that where quality and price are equal that buy
Manitoba be the rule, so | think there is quite a lot of
gain can be secured by developing that policy to the
full at the implementation end and we are going to be
carrying out a pretty thorough study of other possibil-
ities in the tendering process in terms of promoting
Manitoban industry. Some of the goals we would like
to achieve for Manitoba industry can be better
accomplished by other means, so the govemment
procurement policy can do some things, but it can’t
do everything.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Stur-
geon Creek.

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, | had indicated to
passthisitem and | wouldonlyrefertothe Memberfor
Inkster's statements that if he had brought his con-
cerns to the Department of Economic Development
or the Minister of Economic Development, we had a
group within our department that examined any com-
plaints such as he’s speaking of and followed them
through very thoroughly. If he has a complaint, it
would really be upon him to attend the Minister's
offices and these are good offices to find out the
particular circumstances of that particular order which
obviously happened in a Crown Corporation and it
can be looked into. Crown Corporations have boards;
they have chairmen of boards appointed by govern-
ments, but the government still canlook intothe prac-
tices if the member has any concerns. As a matter of
fact, if he had been a good citizen at all, he probably
would have gone to his member at thattimeand com-
plained and his member would have come to me as
the Minister.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order please. 2.(b)(3)—
pass; page by page 2.(b)(4) — the Member for Stur-
geon Creek.

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, the Minister pretty
well did outline the department. We touched onitin
Regional Benefits. This department is continuing to
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work with the sourcing program and work interpro-
vincially with the other provinces and | hope that the
other provinces are supplying you with the lists of
projectsthatarebeing carried onin their provinces as
we supplied lists to them. It was a co-operative arran-
gement that the Minister of Economic Development
had arranged between them at a Western Economic
Development Ministers’ meeting and certainly the
decision of the Ministers made it easy forthe peoplein
this department to be working with the government
officials in other provinces and getting leads etc., for
Manitoba manufacturers. | hope that s still being car-
ried on with the sourcing program.

MRS. SMITH: Yes, itis.

MR. JOHNSTON: Just one otherpointon this, | have
an article that came to my attention it's from the
Export Development Corporation and the Export
Development Corporation in this article has pictures
of Mr. Lumley and all those fellows, the Mexican offi-
cials etc.,where it states that the Canadian Govern-
ment was putting up $150 million towards the pur-
chase — Mr. Lumley indicated an agreement marked
the first use of a900million fund to establish a Federal
Government to help Canadian exporters compete
with Canadian Government subsidized exports
financing from other countries and there was $150
million put in towards the purchase of buses in
Mexico.

It would seem that Bombadier in Quebec and two or
three other companies in Quebec are going to get the
major portion of this business. I'm wondering if the
Export Development Corporation hasbeenin contact
with the Manitoba Government or have you been in
contactwith them making arequestthat they cometo
Manitoba and explain to the Manitoba manufacturers
what products are going to be needed in this contract
and if Manitoba manufacturers will be able to supply
any of them.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, on the relationship
with our exportto EDC andthe Honourable Mr. Lum-
ley, we have an ongoing communication there. We
don't have any sales in Mexico, but we are accomp-
lishing some buses in other countries, but we shall
certainly keep on top of opportunities in both coun-
tries.Idon'tthink we can always expecttobethe ones
thatland the contracts. |, forone, was happytoseethe
Quebec firm get a good contract. | think we want to
see as much Canadianexportas we possibly can and
that'll be the goal that we will be following. We have
been pleased with some of the recent contracts that
our bus manufacturers have landed.

MR. JOHNSTON: | wasn't necessarily referring to
complete buses, Mr. Chairman. If the people of Can-
ada, which Manitoba is part of, are going to put $150
million into the manufacture of buses or towards the
manufacture of busesthat'staking placein Canada, a
very large order, are the manufacturers of Manitoba
going to have an opportunity to quote on some of the
components that go into that order or go into that
contract. | don’t necessarily mean the complete bus,
butarewe goingto be given the opportunity to supply
some of that. Let me give you an example.
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When the Federal Government purchased tanks
from Germany, German manufacturers came to Mani-
tobaand had a seminar and explained and wentover
all of the different items that would be required and
some of our companies did take the opportunity to
quote on some of the components for that work. Will
Manitoba manufacturers have the opportunity to
quote on components on this size of an order that's
being manufactured in Canadaand 150 million Cana-
dian dollars going towards it?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, there is no reason
why we won't be given an opportunity to quote on
those orders. | think the secretis going to be maintain-
ing close and co-operative relationships with our
Federal partners and with those organizations that
are set up to promote Canadian trade. When the Hon-
ourable Mr. Lumley was here, we did discuss the mat-
ter of how Manitoba could best take advantage of the
services of EDC and | assure the honourable member
thatwearegoingtobe pursuing any and every oppor-
tunity that looks good for Manitoba producers.

MR. JOHNSTON: In the same article, it says EDC's
forfeitingworkshops for exporters. “EDC will conduct
the first in its series of nationwide forfeiting purchase
workshops for exporters in Vancouver on November
26th, this is 1981, in Montreal, November 23rd. The
workshops will be free of charge.” Isittheintentionof
the EDC to have any workshops in Manitobafor Mani-
toba manufacturers regarding goods that are being
produced in Canada and being exported, so that
Manitoba manufacturers can have the opportunity to
quote on components for those exports?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, we have no indica-
tion of a fixed date in Manitoba, but we don't feel
limited by the location of such shows and we'll cer-
tainly ensure that our people arerepresented. Ifthere
are shows held in other parts of the country, ensure
that they are there.

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, we've been having
this battle with the Federal Government for a long
time. | call it a battle because it's very serious. Every
time there was a trade mission from another country
that was organized in Ottawa, they would arrange for
them to go to Alberta and B. C. and they would have
them in Ontario and Quebec. They would send us a
letter saying these gentlemen would be in Ottawa on
such and such a date and if anybody would care to
come down to Ottawa and meet with them, we would
be welcome to do so. Weused to argue that there was
no reason why those missions could notstopin Mani-
toba, as well. That was brought to the attention of the
Minister. | know the Deputy has had discussions with
them on this particular serious situation of Manitoba
being eliminated. I'm wondering if they are intending
tomake arrangements for the EDC to come to Mani-
toba with their workshops and if we are going to have
the trade missions stopping in Manitoba when they
come across Canada.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, on the question of
foreign missions coming to Canada and whether or
not they stop in Manitoba, we have had a situation
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recently where a very extensive Japanese mission
visited Canada. Now, their plan was not to come to
Manitoba; however, we negotiated a fairly sizable
presentation by our group in Ottawa. A great deal of
preparation went into this presentation; an audiovis-
ual, akitand presentation to show, inas compact and
impressive a way as we could, what the advantages
were of locating in Manitoba; what our basic resour-
ces were; what our existing manufacturing potential
was. We have since had quite a show of interest from
that presentation, including an invitation to a big
show in Houston where a great many Japanese pur-
chasing companies will be attending to bid on mate-
rials required for big energy projects. We have some
of our suppliers who will be attending there and get an
opportunity to plug in to that range o f opportunities.

We havesince, as well, met with the Consul General
of Japan and discussed our economic situation and
some of the opportunities we saw here and have
worked out with him a regular exchange of informa-
tion. We found out what some of the perceptual
blocks the Japanese had about coming to Manitoba,
either blank spots or preconceived notions and are
planning to address those. We also have had a visitor
here, an Assistant Ambassador from Japan, who was
alsointerestedin exploring the same line of investiga-
tion and we have been going out of our way to culti-
vate the relationship with this particular group. We
will be doing the same with other groups as they come
along.

| wish to make one correction. The member asked
whether we had a Federal show here and whether or
not we had any Manitoban companies able to make a
presentation or a bid for trading opportunities. There
was one held here just recently, just last month, by
EDC andinfact40Manitobacompanies were enabled
to attend and show what they had to offer.

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, I'm certainly pleased to hear
that EDC is coming to Manitoba. | get the impression
and with all due respect that the Minister seems to be
happy, or not happy, but not concerned that Manito-
bans have to go to Ottawa to give their presentations
to delegations. | can't, for the life of me, understand
why when the Federal Government is arranging to
have delegations cross this country that they don't
stop in Manitoba and give us the opportunity to make
the presentation here and show them Manitobain the
time that is allotted to us. | think it is deplorable that
the Federal Government seems to want to have the
delegations fly over us instead of stopping here and
letting us make a presentation. | think | would suggest
that the Minister talk to the Federal Minister for Mani-
tobaand goonrecord that you're not pleased with the
way they neglect us in that particular situation or
circumstance. :

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | agree that we could
draw more attention to the fact that we would like to
be given, | guess you could say equal status, in these
situations and | think we have gone out of our way to
point to just such a pattern that EDC may follow. On
the other hand, the mood or stylein which we'vedone
it hasn’t been so much acomplaining or pointing of a
finger or a standing on protocol concerns; we've
drawn attention to it. At the same time, we have been
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willing to go out of our way to go to Ottawa, if that's
the first step, and make such animpact by the content
and style of our presentations that we are not so easy
to overlook next time. | think that a combination of
standing up for our rights and being willing to go in
and take initiative and show that we have things to
offer and that we are capable is a good strategy.

MR. JOHNSTON: Madam Minister, we have been
going to Ottawa for a long time. We accepted the
strategy that you had, but at the same time, we tried to
be very diplomatic at first, but when it keeps goingon
and on and keeps happening with no results, | think
it's then time to start to get a little bit, shall we say,
huffy about it and suggest to them that we want them
to come to Manitoba in no uncertain terms. | have no
more to say on that. It just seems to disgust me that
they can sit down there and plan those things and
completely ignore us and tell us that if we want to
make a presentation to come to Ottawa. We have
made many presentations in Ottawa and we have had
many good follow-ups, but | can’t see why they can’t
come to Winnipeg or Manitoba.

MRS. SMITH: Once again, | repeat for the honour-
able member’s benefit that we could sit back and feel
hurt and neglected and complain or we can go for-
ward and voice our concern, but at the same time offer
something positive which | think is what we're doing. |
think when one brings a foreign mission to a country,
they can't stop everywhere and they will tend to map
out their stops in terms of what areas they know in
advance or where they know things are going on. |
think it's up to us to dramatize our particular location
andto have well thought out what kind of match there
might be between that country and us, as | think we
did with our meetings with the Japanese. Pick outina
very sensitive way what the blocks in their minds
were, not necessarily things that we would have even
been aware of, but by dialoguing very carefully with
them drawing out what could be blocks or in fact just
big gaps in their awareness and then taking imagina-
tive action to overcome those problems.

For example, the group that went to Ottawa found
out that the main awareness that the Japanese group
had of Manitoba was that we were hog suppliers
because they apparently no longer get their basic hog
supplies from Denmark which has trouble with foot
and mouth disease and they did know that they were
importing hogs from Manitoba. Since that, we have
been able to work, as | say, with our local Consul
General, with the visiting ambassador and with that
mission group that we met in Ottawa to change that
perception so that they can no longer think of Mani-
toba in quite that way.

I know itis discouraging to think that we are not the
main stop on the route and | intend to keep pleading
our case on that, maybe pleading is the wrong word,
asserting our case, but | don't think if we don't get
immediate response from Ottawa or EDC that we're
goingto sit back and think thatthe gameis over. We're
playing an active game and we are out to do the best
we can for Manitoba, | think, in the long run, that
combination of approaches is going to be effective.

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chaiman, | repeat again, we
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have been playing an active game; we have been
doing the things that we had to do for a long time. |
just repeat, | am pleased to hear the Minister say that
she is going to assert herself to have the people in
Ottawa consider Manitoba. If the Japanese people
had come here and seen what we are in Manitoba,
they would have gone back knowing that we do an
awful lot more. I'm not saying your presentation is
right, but I thinkthese people should becoming here.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 2.(b)(4)—pass; 2.(b)(5)
— the Member for Sturgeon Creek.

MR. JOHNSTON: | wonderiftheMinister could give
me an outline of the planned advertising for 1982-83.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, that hasn’'t been
determined yet. We are going through the tendering
process.

MR. JOHNSTON: | would ask the Minister — | am
looking at a page in front of me that | admit was !ast
years and we had advertising exhibits provided for
departments. Manitoba's Economic Development
campaign support was budgeted at $186,000; printing
and stationery supplies was 90, the sort of arun down
of what advertising the Department of Economic
Development was going to do.

MRS. SMITH: We will be working with the special
supplements and sections advertising in major Cana-
dian and US business media; we'll be doing a high
profile advertising campaign in support of depart-
ment and Enterprise Manitoba programs relating to
industrial development; we'll be working on visual
material and a co-ordinated packagetoillustrate rural
Manitoba capability and industry sector profiles. We
will beincreasing our participation at trade shows and
business exhibits and there will be an intensive infor-
mation iniative through the printed media and
improvement of our public and editorial inquiry
response activities.

MR. JOHNSTON: Can the Minister advise us as to
why the advertising agency was changed and it wasn't
tendered?

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, | think | said before
that the advertising agency is out to tender and any
advertising agency is opento apply. The decision has
not yet been made on the tendered . . .

MR. JOHNSTON: Is McKim your advertising agency
or is it out for tender to have a new agency at the
present time? It seemed to me that | recall there was
something in the paper or something mentioned in
the House that the advertising agency of the Depart-
ment of Economic Development had been changed
and there were no tenders at that time.

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Chairperson, the announcement
was that the single agency that was used before was
no longer to be the single agency, but they were not
precluded from submitting a tender. In fact, 11 agen-
cies have been invited to make a presentation and
they will be meeting tomorrow. :
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I'd like to move committee rise.
MR. JOHNSTON: Do you want to pass that item?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Item 5—pass.
Committee rise

SUPPLY — HEALTH

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The
meeting will come to order.
The Honourable Minister.

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): Mr.
Chairman, the members will find a Senior Citizens'
Handbook on their desk.

It is my pleasure, Mr. Chairman, to table the Mani-
toba Senior Citizens' Handbook today. Thisis the first
handbookofinformation forseniorcitizens produced
for Manitobans. It isfitting that this effort by the Mani-
toba Council on Aging should be occurringin 1982, a
year in which much attention will be focused on aging
in view of the United Nations having called the first
World Assembly on Aging in 1982. The first printing
which you have in front of you is of 10,000 copies
which will be circulated to people working with senior
citizens, to governmentand volunteer agency offices,
hospitals, personal care homes and a selection of
seniors and their families. If this pilot distribution
meets with approval, additional copies will be printed
for broader distribution to senior citizens later this
year. Over 80 different programs and agencies are
included in this handbook. We're presentingin excess
of 500 different locations of programs and services
throughout Manitoba. The co-operation of public and
private sector staff in assisting the council with pro-
viding all of this material in a single 100-page hand-
book is very encouraging to me as Minister of Health.
Mr. Chairman, | imagine that the former Minister is
very pleased because thisis something that he initiated
and the credit certainly doesn’t go to me. | justinher-
ited the tabling of it. Did you see the format? It would
have to be a big format like that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort
Garry.

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Chair-
man, I'll just say oneword in acknowledgement of the
appearance of the Manitoba Senior Citizens’ Hand-
book. I'm very pleased that it has been completed and
is now available for distribution to our senior citizens
throughout the province. It was certainly the product
of a very imaginative, creative and co-operative effort
over aperiod tosome 18 to 24 monthsand | congratu-
late those who conceived it and.those who contrib-
uted toits production. I'm very glad thatit’sin circula-
tion. It reflects one of the primary recommendations
of the Council on Aging which was a recommenda-
tion calling for a more readily available information
for senior citizens on the various programs and servi-
ces that are available tothem and | hope that it serves
an extremely useful purposeinthat regard. Certainly |
join with the Minister in recognizing theinfluence that
the Council on Aging had on this book and on the fact
that it was in large part their recommendation and
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their initiative that hasled to its realization today.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Continuing with the Health Esti-
mates, particularly Item No. 3. Community Health
Services and 3.(c)(3) Financial Assistance/External
Agencies.

3.(c)(3)—pass; (c)—pass.

Item No. 3.(d) Medical Public Health Services,
3.(d)(1) Salaries — the Honourable Member for Fort
Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, with the realignment
of the department, the medical officers of Health, |
believe, are now budgeted for under this appropria-
tion and | want to raise the question with respect to
medical officers of Health that | touched on this after-
noon in discussions with the Minister under the
Regional Personal Services Appropriation, can he
advise the Committee how many Medical Officers of
Health we have got in Manitoba right now, what
regions do we have MOHs in and in what regions are
we attempting to find them and provide them?

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the medical
officers of Health in the Westman RegioninKillarney,
there is Dr. William Marshall; the Central Region,
Morden, Dr. E. McRuer, 4 days a week; Winnipeg
Region, Dr. Campbell and Dr. Sirrett; the Interlake
Regionin Selkirk, Dr. Rihal; Eastman Region, Beause-
jour, Dr. Robertson; and thenthere are part-time med-
ical officers of Health in the Parklands Region, Dau-
phin, Dr. Eric Sigurdson, half time, Swan River, Dr.
Frank Malcolm, part-time clinical; ThompsonRegion,
Dr. Ted. Redekop, half time, Dr. Lee, part-time clini-
cal; baylines, NorMan-The Pas, Dr. David Penner,
weekend clinical, in Moose Lake and Easterville.
Eastman, Beausejour Medical Clinic share contract
services with Federal Health and Welfare. Canada
Mental Services serve Long Water and Little Black
River.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, the Minister’'s
response is certainly encouraging. On the basis of
that response then we are reassured that there are in
fact medical officers of Health, either in place on a
full-time basis or a part-time basis, in every region of
the province. Is that correct?

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes.

MR. SHERMAN: So where there may be a shortage,
it's limited to Winnipeg region where we currently
have one medical officer of Health and really, on the
basis of the opinion of the experts in the department,
including those sitting in front of the Minister, we
should have three. Is that correct?

MR. DESJARDINS: I'm informed that there are two.
There is Dr. Sirrett and Dr. Campbell. We had one
before, there are two now.

MR. SHERMAN: Isthe department looking for a third
oneoristwoconsideredtheacceptableestablishment?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, as far as | know
now with the work load that we have, we're satisfied
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with two, but we were afraid of losing one at one time
becauseittakes abit of getting used to the work. This
person was in training as a medical officer in Public
Health. Apparently, things have beenresolved now to
everybody'’s satisfaction. We hope so anyway and we
would certainly like to keep him, but we're certainly
not this year. We're not asking for any more than two.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, with the regrettable
departure of Dr. Manny Snell, some two years ago or
so, which was forced as much by ill health as anything
and of course, as most members know, since thattime
Dr. Snell has died and the province has lost that out-
standing servant and citizen to everyone's regret.
With thatdeparture, Dr. John Eadie subsequently has
become the Chief Provincial Epidemiologist. Can the
Minister advise the committee as to the structure of
the Medical Health Services Branch as a conse-
quence of that particular change in assignment?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if at this
time | could read a statement that | had prepared on
Dr.Snell.Ithink that he’sworkedforthe provincelong
enough and I'm pleased that the former Minister saw
fittorecognize him. | feel thatitis only fitting now, Mr.
Chairman, to pay a tribute to the late Dr. Emmanuel
Snell, former Director of Preventative Medical Servi-
ces and Provincial Epidemiologist for the Department
of Health. Dr. Snell passed away February 21, 1982
after contributing 23 years of dedicated service to the
province in the preventative health field. A medical
graduate from the University of Glasgow, Scotland,
Dr. Snell served in the Royal Army Medical Corps
during World War Il and was a prisoner of war during
the fall of Singapore in 1942. Following the war, he
returned to England for a few years and then immi-
grated to Canada in 1957. In Canada he worked for
one year in Newfoundland and then joined the Mani-
toba Department of Health in 1958.

In Manitoba, Dr. Snell served as Medical Director of
Public Health Services in Portage la Prairie and St.
Boniface and was promoted to the position of Direc-
tor of Venereal Disease Control for the province in
1961. In 1964, he was again promoted to the position
of Director of Preventative Medical Services, a posi-
tion he held until retirement from the province service
in 1981. During his tenure with the Manitoba Depart-
ment of Health, Dr. Snell set an extremely high stan-
dard of professional work. He played a major role in
establishing the Western Equinine Encephalitis Con-
trol Program. He contributed significantly to Tuber-
culosis and Silicosis Control Programs in Manitoba.
Dr. Snell's efforts were recognized, nationally and
internationally, through various honours in his field,
including being elected a fellow of the American Pub-
lic Health Association in 1965. Dr. Emmanuel Snell
was adedicated member of his profession, loyal to the
institution he served. He has been serving this by his
family, friends and colleagues.

| was fortunate enough to work with Dr. Snell for
about four years and of course the former Minister
knows him very well. He worked with him and I'm sure
that we agree on this. We feel that this man deserves at
least this little bit of recognition for what he’s done for
the province in the last few years. It wasn't always
easy. At one time, | think he was the only ones; he
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didn’t have the support staff that he had in the later
years.

Mr. Chairman, as far as the department, we are in
the process of re-organizing right now that depart-
ment with Dr. Eadie as — yes, Dr. Eadie’s job is being
posted and advertised this week and this section s, as
| say, being re-organized at the present time. —
(Interjection)— His old job, yes.

MR. SHERMAN: But, he's continuing as Chief Pro-
vincial Epidemiologist?

Mr. Chairman, I'd like to associate myself and the
Progressive Conservative caucus, Her Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition, with the statement just proffered the
Committee by the Minister, with respect to the late
Dr.Manny Snell. | certainly was grateful for the educa-
tion, guidance and support that he gave me and the
Minister has had considerableexperience of the same
and we would both agree that the people of Manitoba
were the beneficiaries of his life and his career.

Mr. Chairman, this Salaries item, which is the one
we are on, is virtually the same as last year except for
an increase of approximately $200,000 and | would
ask the Minister to describe the difference in those
two levels on the basis of the structure of the adminis-
tration of that department. He says that Dr. Eadie has
been confirmed in the position of Chief Provincial
Epidemiologist and Dr. Eadie’s old jobis being posted
now. It's being advertised for a successor, but are
there other additional staffing changes that explain
the relatively limited increase in the Salaries item, an
increase that is not excessive but is an increase
nonetheless.

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, | am told that part
of the reason for that in 1981-82, that amount was not
spent. It was 949 instead of $1.1 million and then there
were two positions that no salary was included. I've
just been informed; | don’t know how that works. |
don’t know if people work for nothing or who pays
them but apparently there was no money involved in
that. You asked for three, but you didn't ask for any
money to pay them. —(Interjection)— Well, Mr.
Chairman, the former Minister would know better
than |, but apparently you requested three last year
and you could only fill one position at the time. So
anyway itwasunderspent by — well,closeto $100,000
and now we're asking, well, from 947 to 1,274,000.00.
That's the increase.

MR. SHERMAN: That's correct, there were three
requested and one filled. Now those other two posi-
tions are being filled this year, is that correct, they're
included in this budgeted appropriation request?

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, they are. In fact, we're ask-
ing for an increase of 6 here from 35 to 41.

MR. SHERMAN: That includes those other two.
MR. DESJARDINS: Yes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(d)(1)—pass; 3.(d)(2) Other

Expenditures.
The Honourable Member for Fort Garry.
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MR. SHERMAN: Thereis afairly substantialincrease
in the Other Expenditures appropriation, Mr. Chair-
man, that would appear to account for more than
normal cost price and inflationary increases. Would
the Minister describe to the Committee what the
range of Other Expenditures encompasses?

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, | will. I'll also give you the
difference from last year to this year. The medical
administration was 51.7 last year and 74.4 this year;
the epidemiological surveillance, 79 to 102, I'll never
pronounce that right; Western Equine Encephalitis,
39.9 to 64.1; venereal disease control, 125.1 to 145.7;
virological products 1,186,500 going to 1,298,600.

MR. SHERMAN: Where do the expenditures, for
example, for such projects as the Interlake Regional
Hearing Centre appear? Do they appear under a dif-
ferent appropriation or under this one?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, | didn't complete
the list. It was Maternal and Child Health, 48.7 to0 50.3;
Office of Hearing Conservation, 249.7 to 320. That
completes the list.

MR.SHERMAN: Your office of Hearing Conservation
goes from 249,000 to 320,000, that provides for an
additional hearing centre to be located in the Inter-
lake? Is that correct?

MR. DESJARDINS: And also in Winnipeg.

MR. SHERMAN: Where will that Hearing Conserva-
tion Centre be located in Winnipeg? Does the Minister
know that yet?

MR. DESJARDINS: Possibly, it's not definite at this
time but probably at Seven Oaks Hospital.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, was the Diabetic
Education Service, the concept that was developedin
the past year or so and was being pursued by the
previous government and was to be directed by Dr.
John Moorehouse, placed under this particular
appropriation? Was it under this appropriation that it
would have been given consideration or is it some-
where else in the Estimates that it would have come
up for review by the Minister and his officials?

MR. DESJARDINS: This would be the place, Mr.
Chairman.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | have some con-
cerns about the inability of the department to proceed
with that particular program. | am advised that there
are some 1,500 adolescent or juvenile diabetics in
Manitoba. Certainly, if one is attempting to shift the -
curative system that'sin place in Health at the present
time even adegree or twoin the direction of preventa-
tion, it's programs of this kind that are invaluable in
achieving that change. The program was aimed at
offering experienced medical counsel and advice to
diabetics, particularly adolescent diabetics, on the
best methods of maintaining proper balance in their
own systems, the best lifestyles to be pursuedin order
to maintainthose physiological balances and to pre-
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vent what can often be extremely serious effects of
diabetes, as the Minister knows, in later stages of life.

The wholerationale for it was to ensure that people
who had diabetes, notwithstanding the benefits
derived frominsulin, were to be given additional pro-
tection which would ensure that they would grow into
their older years, their senior years in much better
health than often times unfortunately is the case for a
diabetic. In many cases, diabetes, as the Minister
knows and as the diabetics themselves know, can
lead to cardio-vascular disease, kidney disease, other
difficulties whichcreateextremeproblemsforthemin
terms of medical andhospitalcare and are lifethreat-
ening to say the least and impact upon the services
delivered by our hospital and medical systems. Over
and above that, there's the whole matter of the welfare
and well being of the individual diabetic himself or
herself.

| have to say fortherecord, Mr. Chairman, that | felt
that the Diabetic Education Service was an extremely
valuable and relatively inexpensive initiative in the
field of general public health and preventive medi-
cine. | would simply ask the Minister why the decision
was made to priorize it at a low level of 1982-83 initia-
tives and defer it for consideration in the future rather
than attempting to work it into his budget in 1982-83.
If we were talking about a total Health budget of a
quarter of a billion dollars, it would be a different
thing, but we're talking about a total Health budget of
almost a billion dollars. That education service, |
believe, was going to cost perhaps approximately
$100,000 on a full year basis. It certainly wasn’t going
to cost $100,000 to launch it, but annualized it might
have been a $100,000. It seems to me to be a rather
imprudent decision when it comes to priorizing to
ignorearelatively inexpensive program of thatnature
with such a high impact and result and benefit not
only for the patientsthemselves, thediabetics,but for
the whole health system on which there is such a
continuingstrainin terms of beds, facilities and medi-
cal support systems.

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, what could be
said? | agree in part with what has been said by the
former Minister, butit’s notthateasy and he knowsiit.
It's not aquestion of just $100,000; there's manv areas
like that. You have to draw the line somewhere. This
was one of the last ones that was not cancelled, was
cut off for this year and the rationale on this was that
unfortunately due to the demands for funding in the
next fiscal year, their need to priorize available funds,
we felt that we were unable to support Diabetic Pro-
vincial Program beyond March 31st of this year. That
doesn't mean that we won't look at it again. Now, the
main reason for that, rightly or wrongly is that our
senior medical staff are encouraging Dr. Moorehouse
to make application through the Manitoba Diabetic
Foundation for Federal health grant funding. We feel
that this is appropriate, that this program is in a
research and developmental stage. If he agrees to do
this and is successful in receiving funding, we would
be more than pleased to continue to work with him
through our field staff and continue to recognize Dr.
Moorehouse as our departmental consultant on dia-
betes. We certainly will look at it next year again, but
the decision was made for this year unfortunately.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | hope the Minister
will keepitin mind and keep iton alist of priorities on
his desk and look at it again in the very near future
—(Interjection)— $170,000.00.

Are there any programexpansions this yearin Med-
ical Public Health Services under this particular
appropriation for Other Expenditures, other than the
ones that have been in place but are being expanded
along the financial lines that the Minister has already
described? Arethere any new programs under Medi-
cal PublicHealth Services?

MR. DESJARDINS: Those that | can think of. Well,
we've covered the Hearing Centre and then there is
some expansion in the Luther Homes Telecommuni-
cation Services to cover the rural area. That was only
Winnipeg was covered before. Now, the intention is to
cover the rural area.

MR. SHERMAN: I'd like to ask the Minister, Mr.
Chairman, about the Western Equine Encephalitis
program, the surveillance program. | note a substan-
tial increase in the appropriation being requested for
that program. Will that increase be devoted either to
an increase in the number of central flocks and sur-
veillance stations or will some of it be going to
accommodate the expenses that would be encoun-
tered in any ongoing research project aimed at find-
ing a weapon for control of the vector mosquito and
control of that particular public health threat.

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, as a result of dis-
cussions and deliberations, certain improvements
and requirements are to be adopted on this program.
We are designing mosquito traps that are easier to
transport than those formerly used. There will be
closer monitoring of weather data using computers
and related by computer to counts of mosquitos, par-
ticularly colextra and tarcellus. Personnel of the Cad-
ham Provincial Laboratories are studying quicker
methods of culturing the virus in the laboratory. In
1981, there were 25 cases in humans with 2 deaths;
120 equine cases with 20 deaths and this was the
worst epidemic since 1941. The Emergency Measures
Organization provided excellent support services
during this epidemic.

In the opinion of all scientists attending the Febru-
ary workshop, the development of a vaccine is not
practicable. Because of the ongoing debate between
the environmental and medical scientists on the sub-
ject of spraying or not spraying, my colleague, the
Minister Responsible for the Environment-Northern
Affairs, has instructed the Clean Environment
Commession to review this matter also. We are await-
ing a report from them.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | am particularly
interested in that comment by the Minister and espe-
cially so in his acknowledgment of the conclusions
reached by most of the scientists attending the Feb-
ruary workshop, which | also attended. As he points
out, the consensus of the scientists attending that
workshop is that the achievement of ahuman vaccine
for Western Equine Encephalitisis not really a practi-
cal goal for a number of reasons, but given that and
given the fact that it certainly was an alternative that
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deserved examination scientifically and has received
examination scientifically, | just want to recount with
the Minister thefactthat the previous government did
put in place a group that was, if not official in nature,
at least quasi-official in nature that was charged with
the responsibility hopefully of pursuing different
avenues of research with the goal in mind of identify-
ing the most practical weapon to seek out and locate
and develop and put in place for use in future Western
Equine Encephalitis prevention programs.

The question that obviously confronted everyone
onthe surface was whetherthey should belooking for
some form of biological control; whether there was
some type of genetic technique that could be devel-
oped and injected into the mosquito population;
whether we should be looking for a human vaccine;
whether we should be looking for a different and more
acceptable kind of insecticide spray or possibly pur-
suing some avenues that have not even been sug-
gested up to this point in time. That committee was
charged, late in the summer or early in the fall of 1981,
with attempting to identify those avenues of search
for us and some fundingwas guaranteed that commit-
tee and | believe that Dr. Jack Wilt of the Cadham Lab
was placed in charge of that committee.

| would ask the Minister whether that project is
continuing?

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, there has
been no change on that atall. Last year, there was 79.6
voted and we are asking for 102.4 this year. We are
also trying to get more of the step-students for this
program. | think that in the last year, there were only
eight students provided for the step to carry out the
surveillance. In previous years, 12 students had been
provided. Included in this year’s Budget to the Medi-
cal Public Health Service, there is $20,000 to employ
the additional students required for the surveillance
program.Forthe 1982-83fiscalyear, 17 students were
requested under the step program and 14 were
approved, so that’ll pay for the rest if we feel that we
need them.

Now, this is a very difficult subject. | know that the
former Minister spent many years and was congratu-
lated and was criticized and | guess you can’t escape
that. Now, the people that we had, the seminar that he
had organized | think and that was held after the
change of government, by some — I’'m not comment-
ing on that at all; I'm just giving him facts, but some
felt that it was foregone conclusion; there were all
people on the one side. There was some criticism of
that, so we tried to salvage something. We agreed to
open it to the press and to invite other people and then
we felt, if that was the case, instead it was too late,
instead of somebody trying to boycott it with we had
all the people that we had coming in, we felt that they
would have their day later on if we needed a second
one and look at the other side. This would be accep-
table to us, but then in discussions that we had with
my colleague and | guess that part of it interested him
quite a bit, it was decided to have this inquiry that |
mentioned before and I'd like to invite my colleague,
the Minister of Northern Affairs, to maybe say a few
words on this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member
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for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, | appreciate the
invitation and the opportunity and we think it's
appropriate that, perhapsin the Legislature, we should
make the announcement as has already been made
by the Clean Environment Commission that we will be
holding a series of hearings in May, throughout the
province. | believe in Brandon, Dauphin, Thompson
and Winnipeg, in orderto allow persons from different
areas of the province to come forward and to provide
us with their suggestions, with their criticisms, with
their comments and hopefully with their views on
options which we might pursue in order to not bring
us to the situation which we found ourselves in a
number of years ago. It's not only limited to one
administration. It’s a situation that every administra-
tion has found itselfin as a result of a threat of West-
ern Equine Encephalitis. | think the process which we
are undertaking at this point will allow us to review the
Bagon spraying program, but the different options
which the member has put forward and which the
Minister has put forward in respect to how we can
prevent the quick response, perhaps that's wrong,
how we can makeitsothatwedo nothave to respond
in such a quick manner without having had the benefit
of some reviews by the Clean Environment Commis-
sion to assist us in making a decision. | want to make
that point very clear.

The Clean Environment Commission hearings are
being conducted to allow us to look over different
options in a non-emergency, non-crisis environment,
no pun intended. It is designed to allow the public to
make known their input in a way which removes the
whole process from theimmediate threat of a medical
emergency and allows us the opportunity and the
time to lookoverthe entire situation carefullyandin a
considered way. That is how it has been designed;
that is the purpose I'm certain that it will serve and |
know that the Minister of Health and the previous
Minister of Health are interested in this matter and |
will endeavour to keep them advised through the
Legislature and through other means as well, the
present Minister, through our constant discussions
on this subject as to exactly what is happening and
hopefully we can come forward with the types of solu-
tions which will enable us to more effectively deal with
emergency situations.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort
Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | endorse that initia-
tive been undertaken by the Minister of the Environ-
ment and the Minister of Health and welcome it again
now as | did during examination of the Estimates of
the Department of Northern Affairs and Environmen-
tal Management when the Minister of the Environ-
ment made the announcement of the impending
review. | think it's an absolutely essential project to
undertake and certainly now is the timetodoit, when
an emergency is not confronting us head-on. So, |
repeat my endorsement of that position and assure
the Minister and his colleague, the Minister of Health,
that it’s welcomed on this side.

My partial concern is that we not simply be looking
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at what was done in the summer of 1981, but what
might be possible for us to do should a similar threat
occur and it's a cyclical kind of threat which occurs
unpredictably every few years. Should asimilarthreat
occurinthe summer of 1983 or 1984, arethere other
techniques which could be readied by that time and
the Minister of the Environment assures me that this
will part of the review. The objective will be to explore
some of those other alternatives.

That relates to my question with respect to the work
being undertaken by the committee headed by Dr.
Jack Wilt. | presume that, notwithstanding the Clean
Environment Commission hearings which will be
looking at some other possible alternatives to control,
Dr. Jack Wilt's committee will be continuing to do that
this year and I'm pleased that's the case. Can the
Minister of Health advise me or advise the committee
as to whether he’s had any reports from Dr. Jack Wilt
and his committee outlining any progressorany con-
clusionstheyve cometo at this pointintime? Has that
committee for example, Mr. Chairman, said to the
Minister of Health that in looking at the possible
avenues of search that we should be pursuing, we
have eliminated such and such an avenue? | think in
particular of the human vaccine avenue. Has that
committee eliminated the human vaccine avenue as
one of those avenues of search?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, it was felt that
would not work too well and part of the report was
sent back tothe committee forreview again. Nothing
has been changed; we're going in the same direction
except that we're trying to do it now before we're
faced with an epidemic tosee if there is anything else
that we can improve, and then of course in time of an
emergency, | hope we won't be faced with it, butifso
we'llhavetouse ourjudgmentthe sameastheformer
Minister did before. We hope that, because of the
warning that we’'ve had, we might be able to have
other methods, other choices than the former Minis-
ter had, but we're going on in the same direction.
We're working on this and there are certain things that
the committee has been askedtolook at alittle closer
and bring in a recommendation.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, so the committee is
now looking at such avenues as larviciding, genetic
techniques and the like, is that correct, and possibly
others. | was just asking the Minister, Mr. Chairman,
can we assume that this committee now then is look-
ing very intensively at such possible avenues as larvi-
ciding or different forms of larviciding, genetic tech-
niques that could be applied to the mosquito popula-
tionandthelike? There may be othertechniques that
no one has publicized as yet. My question is, can we
be re-assured that the committee is looking at all
those types of avenues now and will be hopefully
refining the search down to a firm recommendation
for the Minister sometime during 1982?

MR. DESJARDINS: This is certainly our hope and
our wish now. How successful it will be, that remains
tobe seen, butthey are going on with all the study that
has been done in the change, the improvement, after
consultation. The list of things that | read is being put
in place and then we'll try to improve, get more of the
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data and then the seminar that was here; that work
was done. That will be taken into consideration and of
course the work that will be done through the
Department of Northern Affairs will also come in
handy, we hope. We're going to take all the informa-
tionwe cantotrytogetourexpertstocomein with the
best recommendation, if unfortunately we're faced
with the same catastrophe that the former Minister
was.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(d)(2)—pass; 3.(d)(3) Extemal
Agencies.
The Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Could theMinisterreviewthe Exter-
nal Agencies and the grants proposed for this year,
Mr. Chairman, please?

MR. DESJARDINS: The Canadian Diabetic Associa-
tion, 1.1 to 1.2, it's pretty well the same thing; Cana-
dian Public Health Association, 5to 5.5. There's no
change there, a bit of an increase in the Planned
Parenthood, Manitoba, 45 to 49.5. | might say here
that we'veaskedfor this money, but we wantto review
this. We want to look at the reports, some of the
recommendations that were made. | think that we
have a responsibility with this, but we want to review
this at this time or ask for this money, and this money
should go there, but there might be some change
provided. I'd like to meet with some of the people on
this committee again to see if they had any other
recommendation. | think some of the recommenda-
tions were taken into consideration, but it might be
time to look at some others.

The St. John Ambulance Council, 25 to 27.5, so
there's not much change, just because of the inflation
rate, that's all.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(d)(3)—pass; (d)—pass.
Continuing with 3.(e) Public Health Nursing Servi-
ces, 3.(e)(1) Salaries.
The Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: This appropriation, Mr. Chairman,
deals only with the directorate and the consulting
services to the Public Health Nursing operations that
deliver the service in the field. Does that increased
requestonthe Salaries line reflectan expansion ofthe
administrative component of this particular branch
for this particular service?

MR. DESJARDINS: No, Mr. Chairman, thisis just for
the increase in salary. There's no change in there.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(e)(1)—pass; 3.(e)(2) Other
Expenditures.
The Honourable Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: These expenditures are for field ser-
vice expenditures, | assume. They're not for — these
aren’'t related actually to delivery of the service;
they're just field service expenditures.

Most of the services that fall under the umbrella of
this particular line are in the field of Matemal and
Child Health and in Mental Health and in Home Care.
In the field of Matemal and Child Health, we're look-
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ing at prenatal classes and infant and preschool
classes and visits to newborns and interviews in
schools, that ty pe of thing.

Would the Minister, through his officials, be able to
advise us as to whether caseloads in these areas of
community health are relatively constant, relatively
stable in Manitoba or are we looking at any major
swings up or down in these fields of service?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, | can give him
details of the work that has been done, but the quest
on that was asked to see if there was an increase, and
I'm told that there has been an increase, for instance,
in maternal care, theactual in‘78-79, 5,620 cases; and
‘79-80, 4,526 actual; and ‘80-81, 4,571; and planned for
‘81-82, 5,900; so there’'s been a bit of anincrease. The
— 15,568, 14,790, 15,732 and 1,730 — infant and pre-
school, 15,568, 14,790, 14,488 and 16,000. It seems
that the highest was ‘'78-79. It dipped down in ‘79-80
anditcame up againin ‘80-81andit seems that we're
expecting more this year. Providing ongoing health
supervision to infant and preschool children, 2,634,
2,480, 2,891 and 2,525; To identify physical develop-
ment deviations for normal infants and preschool
children, 3,065, 3,702, 4,179 and planned for this year,
4,200; Immunized infants and preschool children
according to recommendations of the department,
the infants receive initial series of diphtheria, polio,
tetanus and Sabin, 4,470, 4,642 and planned for this
year, 4,800; Received reinforcing doses of above,
3,791, 3,085, 3,400. | guess it seems to be just an
educated guess, butit’'saguessandit’spretty wellthe
same thing all through.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(e)(2)—pass — the Member for
Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Theimmunization program particu-
larly for infants depends very heavily on the public
health nursing staffin general. Could the Ministerjust
commentonthegeneralimmunizationprogramwhich
is the responsibility of the Public Health Nursing Ser-
vices which usually backed and supported that pro-
gram with fairly substantial educational and informa-
tional campaigns? Are there any particular gaps or
loopholesin theimmunization program atthe present
time, any weak spots or areas that the department is
attempting to shore up, could the Minister comment
on that?

MR.DESJARDINS: Well, | think what we'd like to see,
is get more information. I'm told that we do only
approximately five percent in the City of Winnipeg,
but outside of Winnipeg, about 80 percent. Thedream
that | had, something that we want to look at anyway,
I'm not talking about the infants now, but little older
children to have a system with the possibility of hav-
ing that done in schools where we can keep a better
record and maybe having it done by the public health
nurses. | think it would be cheaper and | think we'd
have a better record, but that is just something that
will be studied. We haven’t even started that as yet, but
I'm told that we do only about 5 percent in the city.

MR.SHERMAN: What aboutthoseservicesinremote
areas, Mr. Chairman. | recall that some of the remote
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northern communities, the bayline communities and
elsewhere, have always been of some ongoing con-
cern to the department and consideration in the past
has been given to reinforcement of the capability for
public health nursing and immunization programs in
such parts of the province, even to including the
establishment or improvement of clinic facilities
including equipment. | think of such communities as
Easterville, Moose Lake, Grand Rapids, Pikwitonei
and others. Is the department moving with any initia-
tives on that area of need?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, there hasn’'t been
much time to plan in that area. | think that we have
identified or the program has been identified before.
Provision of service to people living in remote com-
munities has always been a practical problem in
recruiting and retention of staff to live in and serve
these communities, as my colleague well knows,
extremely difficult. Now, we certainly will address
ourselves to that. To be quite candid and honest, we
haven't had a chancetodo much on that.

Now, as far as immunization, | think we were fairly
well pleased. I'm told in the rural area and the remote
areas that the province, not counting the cities, we
feel that the public health nurses in our department
are doing about 85 percent of all the population.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister
comment on Camperville and Duck Bay which has
always been areas of continuing concern? Is there
anything newin place or contemplated for services to
those two communities?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, it is not the best
but we feel it's adequate. The service comes from
Swan River. | think they would prefer a stationand we
certainly will have to look at it, but there’s nothing in
the Estimates for this year. The main reason, it’s not
just a question of money; it's so difficult to staff and
we will have to look at that also.

MR. SHERMAN: There have been requests from one
or the other or both of those communities in the past
to put permanent public health nursing staff into
those communities. Certainly, the previous govern-
ment found that was always a formidable challenge.
The situation, | assume, remains the same for the
incoming administration.

MR. DESJARDINS: The situation hasn’t changed at
all. We have the same problem. We've identified them
and | think we’ll just have to try to see if we can
improve the situation. At this time, the situation is the
same.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3(e)(2)—pass. Continuingon Page
74, Item No. 3.(f) Home Economic Services, 3.(f)(1)
Salaries.

The Honourable Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, is the Salaries
increasejustthe normal incremental and inflationary
increase?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, there is one extra
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staff man year. It is a Federal-Provincial project for
additional staff man year to be utilized to research
characteristics, describe teaching methods, evaluate
resources and identify guidelines to use in resource
development for teaching non-treaty Natives living in
inner city Winnipeg and Northern Manitoba. That's
the extra staff.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(f)(1)—pass; 3.(f)(2) Other
Expenditures.
The Honourable Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Canthe Minister advise the commit-
tee, Mr. Chaiman, what the province is doing in the
area of nutrition and nutrition programs? | recognize
thatin one aspect thisis a subject that probably could
orshould be discussed under the appropriation to the
Manitoba Health Services Commission, but certainly
it also falls under the aegis of the Home Economics
Services Branch too. In fact, through this branch we
havein the past provided some limited financial assis-
tance for the Dietetic Association, largely to go
towards promotion of their aims at informing and
educating the publicin the health advantagesof good
nutrition, but also there have been some fairly con-
siderable attention placed over the years by this
branch, Home Economic Services, on nutrition servi-
ces and nutrition programming both at the level of the
adult population and the very young population
including preschool children. | wonder if the Minister
could bring the committee up to date on what the
branch is doing in this general area covered by this
particular line having to do with Other Expenditures.

MR.DESJARDINS: Mr.Chaiman, ifl heardthe ques-
tion correctly, | think the Member for Fort Garry was
speaking about the Dietetic Association who has
made a request that it should go on fee-for-service.
No action on that as yet, but | think we're continuing
to work with the association, that was something
separately. | think there’'s two or three that are in
private practice at this time. If anything, at this time
anyway, we'd like to improve the situation in the hos-
pitals and facilities such as that personal care home
andsoonandourowndepartment, but we have made
acontributionto the association to help them in some
of their educational programs such as was done last
year also.

MR. SHERMAN: Are the campaigns that were in
placeinrecentprevious years on prenatal and infant
nutrition still maintained? The Other Expenditures
item does not include not much leeway for anything
other thaninflation and cost price increases. My con-
cern is that some of the programs that were being
directed and promoted by the Home Economics
Directorate are still in place, such as the Prenatal and
Infant Nutrition Programs, the Nutrition Counselling
Services to high risk pregnancies. There was a nutri-
tion pamphlet that was distributed at one pointin time
and received some wide recognition nationally and
then there were some programs in the area of pre-
school and school nutrition. Over and above that, the
home economists have a responsibility for a certain
amount of home management counselling and debt
counselling. Are those programs all being maintained

in a healthy condition?

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, we're pretty well goinginthe
same way that we were before except that one addi-
tional staff man year that | mentioned. Of course, as
the Member for Fort Garry knows, we are working
quite closely with the 17 staff in that Department of
Agriculturealso. Ourdirectoris working quite closely
with them and we’'re working with, as | said, the Dia-
betic Association. | guess one of the priorities, if any-
thing, thisyear would be the Prenatal and Infant Nutri-
tion whichis notanew program but we feel that this is
one of the most important programs and probably
want to priorize that program.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(f)(2)—pass; 3.(g) Continuing
Care Services, 3.(g)(1) Salaries.
The Honourable Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, there is not a great
deal of change under the Salaries line. The overall
vote being requested for Continuing Care is substan-
tially larger than that requested in ‘81-82 but we
haven'tquitecometothatlineyet. | wouldjustaskthe
Minister for confirmation that the administration
component of this branch in this service remains at
the status quo, is that correct?

MR. DESJARDINS: Right, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(g)(1)—pass; 3.(g)(2) Other
Expenditures.
The Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Could the Minister review for us the
range of Other Expenditures please, Mr. Chairman?

MR. DESJARDINS: Well, Other Expenditures is
related, of course, to the salaries in the office and to
meet office costs and travelling expenses of the cen-
tral office staff. It includes costs related to the pur-
chase of positions, panelling and advisory services
from the University of Manitoba, printing costs for
revised programs, personnel andpayrolimanualsand
training packages for homemakers and home care
attendants. It includes 13.5 to computerize the home
careregistry.

MR. SHERMAN: I'm okay on (g)(2), Mr. Chaiman,
thank you. 3.(g)(2) is allright.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, John M. Bucklaschuk
(Gimli): 3.(g)(2)—pass; Item (g)(3) Home Care
Assistance.

The Member for Fort Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Could
the Minister first advise the committee of the precise
difference in funding appropriation being sought
here for ‘82-83 as against ‘81-82. The print figure for
‘81-82 was $11,101,800.00. The print request for 82'-
83 of course is 17.4 million. Is it, in fact, a $6.3 million
increase that we're looking at or is there a change in
the ‘81-82 actual?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chaiman, the member is
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absolutely right. The 17,452 that we'rerequesting will
provide an increase of 6,350,300 over the amount of
11,101.8 which was allocated for ‘81-82 fiscal year, but
the shortfall for ‘81-82 was 3,233,900 is included in
this Budget and, therefore, the amount requested for
‘82-83 is 3,116,400 above the projected expenditure
for ‘81-82. This increase is relative to an increase in
pay rates for employees paid through the home care
payroll and an increase in rates for services pur-
chased from VON Community Therapy Services and
Home Orderly Services. It is also relative to an
increase in the number of persons receiving services
and an increase in the units of service needed to
maintain persons with increasing care needs athome,
so it's pretty well the yearly increase.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, just reverting back,
not technically but rhetorically, to the Regional Per-
sonalServicescomplementforamoment, theincrease
in staff man years being requested under Regional
Personal Services will include some personnel who
will be utilized in the Continuing Care Services Field,
particularly in home care, | assume. Actually, | put
that as a statement, Mr. Chairman, and probably
should have put it as a question. | would ask the
Minister whether, in fact, that is the case, that there
will be more Regional Personal Services personnel
involved in ‘82-83 in Continuing Care Services, e.g.
Home Care than was provided for in the previous
establishment of the branch and the department?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, for clarification,
the member's not asking for the extra 20 staff man
years that we've had. Is that . . .

MR. SHERMAN: No.

MR. DESJARDINS: You're talking about the home-
makers and these . . .

MR. SHERMAN: Right.

MR. DESJARDINS: Well | think that well follow
pretty well the same pattern of increasing every year.
We have a certain amount of money but we can't give
you the people that we want because we will getthem
as we can getthem and asthey'rerequested,but | can
givethecomparisonof allthese differentclassesfrom
‘79, ‘80, and ‘81. I'll give you these figures; | think that
will give you an idea. The homemakersin ‘79 — well,
I'll give you the three. It covers ‘79, ‘80 and ‘81 — 1,635,
then 1,682, and last year 1,852 —(Interjection)—
1,852, that's an increase of nearly 200; registered
nurses: 167, in ‘80 it went down to 103, and last year
back to 174; LPNs: 51, 76, 75; home care attend-
ants: 40, 136, 171; therapists: 48, 45, and 56; volun-
teers: 800, 1,100, and 1,200. Now, of course, with the
nursing services from our end: in VON there were
3,075, 3,329 and 3,330; Auxiliary Services, LPN and
Home Care Attendant 1,111, 1,280 1,733; Community
Therapy Services, 294, 272, 279. Homemaking Servi-
ces, Community and VON, 4,396, 5,192 and 5,865.
The first that | mentioned — | should have menti-
oned last, what | mentioned last — the first one actu-
ally was a typical month, a program employed part
time, the number when | mentioned homemakers,
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registered nurses and so on, it was for a month.

I think that you've had a mixture of these people at
one time; you'll go from year to year, you might have
less nurses and more homemakers, but in all it's an
increase all the time because there's no doubt that
there are more people now than we've ever had
before.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member forFlin Flon.

MR. JERRY T. STORIE (Flin Flon): Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. | felt compelled to put a few comments on
the record with regard to the Home Care Assistance
Program. | found that as | spoke with, particularly the
senior citizens or those approachingretirement age,
that this was a program that was particularly recom-
mended and one that was highly regarded by a lot of
the members of the community, a lot of the seniorsin
the community, and | think that the program itself has
a lot to commend it.

| am also pleased to see the trend that the Minister
has indicated over the past number of years and that
isatrend thatisincreasingthisareaof programming.
Ithink that there are acouple of things that are worthy
of noteinthistype of programmingandthefirstis that
it deals with people in their homes in a setting where
they feel comfortable, in a setting where | think their
well-being is enhanced simply by the familiarity of
their surroundings. The people do appreciate this
programming. The increases in this area, | think,
improved not only the quality of life for those people
in a nonhealth sense, a nonmedical sense improved
theirwell-beingphysically as well, notbecause there's
any great medicine or medical technology being app-
lied to their lives but just by the comfort and the
familiary of their surroundings.

The other area that | think that this program is
beneficialisin that it eliminates some of the expense
that we go through when we start to institutionalize
people, either in hospitals or in chronic care wards or
in personal care homes no matter what level, and this
is a way of rationalizing our system. It's meeting
another level of need and it's meeting it in a sensible
and cost-efficient way. This, | think, is something to
be desired. It's something that we should be looking
for and looking toward in the health care field in gen-
eral. We're providing these kinds of programs, in-
home programs to seniors, | could see this expanding
beyond this area into other areas in the health field,
and | would hope that would happen.

| would just like to compliment the Minister and the
department for showing this initiative and for improv-
ing the programmingin this area. | think it will benefit
a lot of people and | know that a lot of people will
derive a lot of satisfaction out of staying at home a
little longer and making a better use of their time here
on this earth.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Fort
Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister
give us acomparative picture ofcaseloads, home care
caseloads, or the latest date for which he may have
them and | recognize that the caseloads are often
higher at one point in a month than they are at a
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different pointin amonth,buta median monthly case-
load for home care for, hopefully, the latest month
that he would have it, which might be December of
1981 in comparison to the previous year, or the pre-
vious two or three years?

MR. DESJARDINS: | think that we'll be able to give
you even later than that, but in the meantime I'll give
you the caseload by year while we're trying to find this
information. The admissionto Home Carein 1979 was
8,058; 1980, 8,832; 1981, 9,212. The discharge from
Home Care in 1979, 7,443; 1980, 7,763, in ‘81, 8,767.
Now the total number receiving Home Care Services
during the year: 1979, 15,5692; 1980, 16,971; 1981,
18,386. Now the number admitted to the program, the
alternative forthem had home care not been available
would have been and that's the percentage: Personal
Care Home placement, 19 percent. The Member for
Flin Flon might be interested in these figures, because
| think it just goes along with what he was saying,
saying thatif we had not had this home care, we would
have had 19 percent of these total people would have
been in Personal Care Home placement; 33 percent
would have remained in hospital and 48 percent
would remain at home but without the appropriate
care.

So there is quite an amount of money. quite a sum,
and it looks very expensive, and then we'll see what it
saves. | think it saves quite a bitand it gives theservice
that we didn't have before. The number discharged
for the program, the reason for discharge was placed
into personal care home or admitted to hospital, 23
percent; improved and no longer needing home care,
37 percent; improved and able to manage home care,
15 percent; deceased, 18 percent and other 7 percent.

This is related — | think that the Minister did men-
tion this yesterday and maybe you forgottonightand |
want to mention something because there had been
some criticism and | want to set the record straight. |
think the media had some concern on that and I'm
talkingaboutthe Home Orderly Service. There was an
inquiry there; there's no doubt we found that there
was an amount of $1,847.30 that was overbilled, but
staff studied this quite carefully with the chap. We felt
that the services — it's not perfect, ther€'ll always be
criticism — there's a lot of criticism that might come in
this area, but their doing as well as anybody else
coulddo. Theirrecords weren't very good. We helped
them set up a record; they paid back this money and
we're satisfied. We intend to keep on with these peo-
ple at this time. | thought that | should set the record
straight on it. The maximum during the month of
March was 10,816 and at the end of the month there
was 10,047. That's total cases for the province in all
areas. | don't think you want that by regions, do you?

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | thank the Minister
for that information. | want to assure him | haven't
forgot about the home orderly service. | am glad he
mentioned it but | had a note to myself to ask him
about it anyway because | had asked yesterday and
he suggested we discuss it under Continuing Care
Services.

| am very pleased to hear his report on that situa-
tion. | am sorry that the Minister of Mines and Energy
isn't in the committee, because he was the one raised
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ared herring about it atatime which | felt was particu-
larly cynical. | felt it was selected for political pur-
poses in the middle or at least at the outset of an
election campaign and that it was very unfair both to
the department, to the branch, to the Minister and the
government of the day and to the Home Orderly
Service.

| am pleased to hear the Minister say that it's the
intention of the branch and of this department to
continue with that contracted service at the present
time. Certainly ifthere are someinefficenciesin terms
of administration and bookkeeping, they've got to be
addressed and dissolved. No oneis disputing that, but
| think that it was a sensationalized situation. But
there's not much point in a preacher standing up in
the pulpit on Sunday morning and criticizing those in
the congregation, because a lot of people don't come
to church, so there's not much point in my saying
these things to the Minister of Health when he was not
the person who raised that cynical red herring. I'm
saying them anyway, Mr. Chairman, because | intend
to tear this particular page out of Hansard and send it
overto the Minister of Energy and Mines. My remarks
are intended for him.

Mr. Chairman, could theMinisteradviseus of where
we stand with respect to waiting lists foradmission to
personal care homes vis-a-vis continuing care and
the home care service? How many home care clients
are panelled for personal care at the present time?

MR. DESJARDINS: This is at the end of December.
These are people that have been panelled. Right?

Total for the rural areas and | will give you the last
three years: 1979 was 1,036; 1980 was 1,079; 1981
was 893. In Winnipeg for the same three years was
892, 711, 519. Now the total was 1,928 in ‘79. In 1980
was 1,790 and 1981 was 1,412.

Now | might as well give you probably the next
question that the member would want answered, the
average monthly number of persons remaining in
hospital in Winnipeg while waiting for placement. |
take it that these people have been panelled and are
considered personal home care patients and are
being charged the per diem-rate in a hospital. The
number of persons in acute hospital: 1979 was 176;
1980was 171; 1981 was 153. Non-acute hospitals 238;
214 and 174.

MR.SHERMAN: Those last figuresyougave me were
for Winnipeg or all Manitoba?

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, in Winnipeg. Excuse me, |
amtold thatitisnotreally aproblemintherural areas.
Not that there is too many personal care beds but
there is too many acute beds.

MR. SHERMAN: But considering the fact that many
of the rural hospitals that I've been in with Mr.
Edwards and Mr. McLean and others have a 50-
percent occupancy rate most of the time, it's not that
big a problem. So, those figures were for Winnipeg.
Mr. Chairman, | would like to ask the Minister
whether anything is being done in terms of develop-
ing plans or ideas for expansion of the home care
concept in ways other than simply adding dollars or
adding personnel. Not that those aren'timportant but
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| know in other countries, other jurisdictions where
there are home care programs in place, most instan-
cesthey have some distance to go before they’d mea-
sure up to the Manitoba program. The Manitoba pro-
gram is quite renowned and | know that our home
care officials in Manitoba have been invited to offer
seminars and lead discussions in various jurisdic-
tions, particularly around North America on home
care programming. But,therearesomeothercoun-
tries in the world that are also into the business in a
successful way, particularly in some western Euro-
pean countries and they have expanded the concept
to look at methods for improving the home environ-
ment that the person is in. Not simply for putting a
home care worker in there to provide them with cer-
tain kinds of service but for actually providing some
improvementin the physical environment. There may
be some physical, structural changes needed to the
house.

As a matter of fact, at the risk of provoking a parti-
san politicalargument, I'd like to make referenceto a
program that was introduced by the Government of
Alberta not long ago and certainly they have more
revenues with which to do it than we do but, it was
modelledto a certain extent on some of those western
European programs where there was funding pro-
vided to make a physical change in the home that
made it much easier for that person to stay in their
home. Are the advisors and directors who run this
program and the advisors to the Minister and the
persons that he is putting in place in the long-range
planning component looking at, hopefully in the not
too distant future perhaps getting into that kind of
refinement and improvement of the whole home care
concept?

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The
Honourable Minister.

MR. DESJARDINS: Well, Mr. Chairman, we certainly
will try and improve our Home Care Program. | don’t
know if this would be the first priority, the direction
that my honourable friend has mentioned — | think
that has been done in some certain programs by the
former government and even in the Schreyer gov-
ernment there were certain things that were done for
repairs and to try to conserve energy.

Something related to this though, | can say that my
priority will be the enriched senior citizen home, we'll
be workingin that direction. Now enriching the senior
citizen home will be the idea of keeping the people
instead of having them in an institution. They would
be in their home, because the senior citizen home is
theirhome, and we wouldtry to co-ordinate;itproba-
bly won’t cost that much because we would have a
certain number of people. We would hope that any
new ones that will be built, will be built with that in
mind, where we can provide certain services suchas a
cafeteria where people can get their mealsandsoon. |
think that this will change their lifestyle; it would make
itmuch more pleasant for these people; their relatives
and their family and friends will worry less; they’ll
know that they're being well-fed and also it will
keep them there in their home setting a lot longer,
instead of forcingthem into aPersonal Care Home for
this area.
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Now I did alot of talking and didn’t do that much in
the past. We were working on that and | think the
former Minister accepted that, also, and | don’t think
that he had the time to do too much butw ehave called
back, we have set up a Committee immediately, an
interdepartmental Committee with the Minister
responsible for Housing, Mr. Mackling, and then
Community Services and we want to explore that.
Also we want to look in the construction and you
know, the Director of Gerontology also would play a
role in there.

I think that we wanttolook to see if there are certain
things that we could do for the well elderly. You know
that will be the Council on Aging and the Society of
Seniors will be asked to participate, for instance, |
guess | can mention this at this time, we've had a
meeting with the Society of Seniors and we tried to
find out where different departments could help. For
one thing, they were talking about the Manitoba
Games. | don’tknow if thisis the wrong way to go but |
would like to see - | could dream of a day where we
have truly Manitoba Games. Not Manitoba Games for
certain people and then the handicapped on another
day and then the seniors; | would like to see it alto-
gether. You know, you're not going to have seven or
eightdisciplines foreach age butyou can haveoneor
two sports in the winter, one or two sports for the
seniors, but having itatthe same time with the people
thereinthe ambience and theleadershipandletthem
run their games also and have the handicapped peo-
plealso. | think it would be great for the participant; it
would be great for the leadership - mind you, I'm
talkingaboutanother department, | got carried away
there.

| think that is important, if my friend remembers,
last year | suggested that the money for providing for
the Handicapped Olympics or whatever should go to
the Department of Recreation and Fitness to show
that it's not a zoo; they're people like everybody else,
they’re part of the community. But | think the value,
the real value will be to the members of the commun-
ity who have to be educated to realize thatacommun-
ity is made up of all kinds of people, the winner and
the losers and the fortunate ones; the healthy ones
and the others.

Sothatisanareathat! think we haveto do more for.
From the discussion that we've had over the last 10
years or so, my honourable friend, the Member for
FortGarry, | think we agree on many of these things. |
think we were two of the first ones that very much
composed the compulsory retiring at 65 and | think
those are all partofthe programs. | think that some of
the things that my friend was fairly successful with
was trying toorganize thevolunteers. You know when
| left the apartment today to come here for the Esti-
mate, | met this lady and she said, “you know, you've
got to find me something, some volunteer work or if
not I'm going to jump off the balcony.” There are
some people like that who were fairly close and
they’ve lost their spouse and so on and | think we can
assist them. They will be rendering somebody a ser-
vice and, besides that, it will certainly help them and
make their life more meaningful. So | think we should
work on that and see what the information is and
provide that information to as many people as possi-
ble, go a step further. There's been a lot of improve-
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ment in the last few years, because | know that was
one of the priorities, the volunteers, and | certainly
agree.

I think that those programs with the programs also
for respite care, that's not exactly what my honour-
able friend is saying but | think these things are all
related. I'm trying to set up - we've got a pretty tal-
ented person in the department-I'mtryingtosetup a
map of Manitoba and | feel like a puzzle. | feel that
these programs are like a big puzzle and the more
pieces you have the better you can see the picture and
I'd like to see the concept of all these different servi-
ces that we have until we're not satisfied and that will
never happen, | guess, until allthe pieces are in place
when we can provide all these services.

So, in general, | think | understand the concern of
the Member for Fort Garry and | share that concern. |
don’'t know if we’'ll have exactly the same priorities,
physical repair to a house or other programs, but |
think that we mean the same thing and we want to
achieve the same thing and that we can work together,
all the members of House, to achieve the success.

MR. SHERMAN: | thank the Minister for his com-
ments and reassurance, Mr. Chairman. | would agree
that Enriched Elderly Persons’ Housingis certainly an
important part of the whole spectrum and, to acertain
extent up to this point in time, it's probably been an
underemphasized part of it.

I think that there are many opportunities around the
province and | encountered many of them myself,
certainly not too long ago in the Interlake, where the
missing link, the missing piece in the whole spectrum,
is Enriched Elderly Persons’ Housing, which often
times in many, many ways can be infinitely more use-
ful in terms of the overall objectives of all this pro-
gramming in the Continuing Care field than an institu-
tional type of service, such as that offered through a
personal care home can be. That’s not to downgrade
theimportance of personal care homes in any way but
there’s more to continuing care than the personal
care home and certainly | would agree that the
enriched elderly persons’ housing concept is a very
important part of it.

| would hope that he’s working very closely with his
colleague, the Minister responsible for the Manitoba
and Renewal Corporation, to try to expand those
opportunities and those components. | assume that
all that would be required from the Department of
Health, where Enriched Elderly Persons’ Housing is
concerned, is the imput of the nursing staff and that
the rest of the responsibility really comes under the
Minister responsible for the Manitoba Housing and
Renewal Corporation. So hopefully we can look for
initiatives in that area.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, on this particular appropria-
tion, | wanted to ask about a specified request that
admittedly had been in front of the previous govern-
ment and certainly were not fully resolved or fully met.
I'm wondering whether they have been in front of the
new government and what the plans are for meeting
them. In the request that was sort of current a year
ago, and even less than a year ago, for additional
SMY'’s under this area of Community Health Services
were specific requests for resource developers in var-
ious regions of the province and for homefinders.

In particular there was a request for a position that
would be a homefinder’s position in the Winnipeg
region. In particular too, there were requests for
resource developer’s positions in Westman, Interlake
and in NorMan regions. There was a request from the
Parklands region for a liaison position or a coordina-
tors position to maintain contact with hospitals and to
reinforce the linkage between hospitals and home
care. Can the Minister advise the Committee of the
status of those requests and that kind of thinking in
the manpower, womanpower establishment of this
branch?

MR. DESJARDINS: I'm not sure that | understood.
We have a staff man year that is looking for homes
where there are foster homes. | don’t know if that is
what the member’s saying and we'retryingtoimprove
that in certain areas, especially in the Interlake, the
areawhere itseemsthatit’s most needed. | don't know
if that's exactly the concern of the member.

MR. SHERMAN: Well, I'd presume that that position
could accommodate, at least in part, the concerns
that wereembodied in those requests. But there were
also specific requests as I've mentioned, Mr. Chair-
man, for resource developers. These were requests
that came out of a task force on home care that made a
certain number of recommendations. They were based
on the finding that a great number of responsibilites
where home care is concerned were falling on the
public health nurses and improperly so, that the pub-
lic health nurses had a fairly full plate of responsibili-
ties where home carewasconcerned. Is there contin-
uing consideration being given to the need for, the
desirability of resource developer positions in the
home care field or is that now passe?

MR. DESJARDINS: Well, Mr. Chairman, the only
thing | canseefor that is in the 20 staff man year that
we've had with the regional. The reason they deli-
vered by that branch, we have a service to seniors in
Westman, and one in Central that could do some of
that and also we have a, as | said there is a balance of 7
that is being on hold at this time that will be assigned
to different regions, so that would be part of the thing
that could be.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister
provide us with a breakdown of the grants designated
this year for what | suppose would be described as
External Agencies under continuing care, although
they’re not so designated in the Estimates book? That
is the Age and Opportunity Centre for example and
the Brandon Civic Senior Citizens Incorporated, Meals
on Wheels, Rural Senior Centres, that type of thing. |
presume those External Agencies are still being
funded by the department.

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes and no, they're still being
funded by a department but not our department as
Community Services.

MR. SHERMAN: Oh, they’re all under Community
Services.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item 3.(g)(3). The Member for
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Roblin-Russell.

MR. J. WALLY MCcKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): Mr.
Chairman, | have one or two questions I'd like to ask
the Minister on the assessment for placement in per-
sonal care homes.

I've had many requests from time to time from wives
of husbands who are ill, sons and daughters of moth-
ers and fathers who are ill, complain and express
great concern to me and about their father and
mother. Their name may be on the list in a certain
personalcare home butillness or other reasons have
caused the family to become concerned and want to
know if they can’t be raised up on the list and if so,
they contact me, so | naturally contacted the board
and from there on it seems to get lost in the shuffle.
Sometimes changes are made and sometimes they’re
not.

| generally correspond with the Minister and in due
coursegeta letterbackfromthe Ministerin response.
But | don’t think | understand how the system works
and I'm sure there are many many of those that are out
in the constituency that when they ask for a review of
the assessment or who makes the last decision, is it
the doctor who decides if their priorities are higher
thantheboard, or justhow doesthe assessmentwork,
or if a reassessment is requested?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, the request could
come from different people. It could come from the
patientthemselves; it could come from family; it could
come from people in the community or friends; it
could come from the doctor; it could come from the
hospital; it could come from a case worker. There are
different teams that are working out here and the
same people are responsible for the assessment for
home care and the paneling for personal care home
exceptithasto gotoapanel beforeyouare accepted,
your paneled for a personal care home. So their
request can come from different places.

Now in the rural area there’'s ateam comes in —the
doctor might be part of it, the public health nurse and
so on — and they meet usually every second week so
they shouldn’t have a delay more than a month. Ifit's
an emergency they would look at it right away, I'm
sure.Butif notthe mostthey candoifthey justputina
few days before the meeting, and if that's missed, well
then they would get it in an average of two to three
weeks. Now that’s paneling in home care. Of course,
that's reassessed continually because some people
get better and some people get worse.

Now the situation is, if the people should be in a
personal care home well then their panel is such that
they’re on the waiting list that we're talking about. If
they are already in the hospital in arural area, there
should be less problem as we mentioned because the
acutebedsare not filled. Now they will be deemed to
be personal care home patients. They will be charged
the pre diumrate the same as if they were in personal
carebutatleasttheyhaveabedanditdoesn't hurt. It's
not a question of these beds are there, it's not a ques-
tion that you're occupying a very expensive bed,
that’s not the case and in factit could be helpful with
the staff to have a mixture of these things. Soit’s not
really that much of a problem.

I'm not saying there’s no need for personal care

homes in the rural area but at least the waiting list
shouldn’t be that bad. In the City of Winnipeg it's a
little more difficult and of course they’re always yel-
ling in acute bed hospitals to try to get the patients out
because that means these beds could be occupied by
people that'll have elective surgery and that kind of
surgery, and if there's no beds they can't go ahead
and they have to wait, then that’s postponed but we're
quite satisfied with the panelling system. The criteria
are pretty well the same; it’s the same kind of team.
They meet occasionally with our directors and so on,
tohaveseminarsandto compare notes and soon, and
that is being studied and updated continually. But if
there’s any problem on this, if somebody has to wait, |
would suggest that you get intouch Ms. Enid Thomp-
son, who's probably the expert in Canada on home
care. The Member for Fort Garry and | agree that
Manitoba is away ahead of any other provinces when
it comes to this program; we'rethe envy of most pro-
vinces. A person in front of me has asked to discuss
this with many other provinces and some others also
and I'm sure thatyou'll get quick action. I'm not saying
you're going to have abedright away but you’'ll have
the matter looked at immediately and you’ll be told
what happens now.

If there is no beds, no beds at all, and they have
been panelled for a bed, then we will spend any
amount of money. Inotherwordsevenifit costs more,
for somereason it costs more than at a personal care
home because that person has to be taken care of, but
normally you’re not going to give people homecareif
it’'s going tocostmore. Peoplesay | don’twanttogoto
the hospital; | want home care and if it's going to cost
more, well no, we're not that flush that we can spend
that kind of money. But if it’s the reverse that’s true,
and people through no fault of theirs, if we can’'tfind a
bed, steal or beg a bed — well then the money that'll
be spent to take care of that person, whatever.

I don't know if that gives the information to my
honourable friend but if any members of the House
have problems, | would say call direct to the home
care, continuing care people; leave a message; give
your problem and they will look at it. I'm not saying
they're going to solve all your problems and they’ll
find a bed but at least they’ll get on it immediately.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Por-
tage la Prairie.

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): Thank you,
Mr.Chairman. To the Minister, as he’s quite aware I'm
sure, there's several residential homes in Portage
where as | find in talking with these people, there is
much need for the Home Care Program and some
special services that these senior citizens do require
and they would like very much to have this program
reinstituted by your government. In suggesting this,
they would like very much for the system orthe blood
pressure testing service that at one time was part of a
program and they also are requesting, if possible, to
have maid service to some of these blocks.

They're willing to pay for these things in most
cases. They're willing to pay for these services but the
need is there. They can’t get out when they should
and the vast need to bring it to the attention of you,
Sir,to seeif you could reinstate this here program. Itis
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much needed and as | say, in many cases, they are
willing to bear the cost on them.

MR. DESJARDINS: Well, Mr. Chairman, inanswerto
that, I think | understand but it's not quite clear. | think
that it falls between three different programs. You
have home care and I'm not going to repeat what |
mentioned; | think you understand the system. Then |
think that earlier, | don’t know if the member was
presentin this Committee or was at the other Commit-
tee; we talked about enriched senior citizen homes.

Now if you're talking about people in a personal
care home, that wouldn’t be thecase.| wouldimagine
through you, Mr. Chairman, that the member is talk-
ing about somebody in a seniorcitizen home. In other
words, they are in their residence. Well, the intention
is to bring some kind of enriched service, in other
words, some form of home care, pretty well the pro-
grams that you are talking about now, but there is a
limit to what you can do.

My honourable friend said that many of the people
would just like to know and to be assured that they
can get this service and they're ready to pay for it
because some people have money; they just don't
know where to turn. Well, that is where we're working
with the Council on Seniors, the Advisory Committee.
The book that you have in front of you today is to do
exactly that. That's just the first edition. Wehopethat
this will keep on going; maybeit’ll be in some kind of a
looseleaf one of these days that you can send a page
like we do with our statute and eventually that infor-
mation should be there. Of course it's a question of
supply and demand also.

| think that you’ll have to work with the private
sector and let them know of the demands sometimes
and somebody might institute a certain program like
washing windows or something in the rural area.
Some people find that difficult. | am not saying, and |
wantto have it clearand | don’tthink the member was
asking that we pay for all these things. | think that
you're asking that our department, through some
organization or somebody, should co-ordinate the
service and inform the people what is available and
thatis the idea of this first book that | tabled today. We
hope that this will give you more and more informa-
tion and these people, this Advisory Committee also,
it works like an Advisory Committee, were working
also with the Society of Seniors and so on, we're
trying to get an umbrella group over all of them,
because wecan’tfund all of them. Thisis theinforma-
tion we are told; they advise us, as the member did
today, as to the services that are required; what the
people want, what they’'d like to have; thenin turnwe
tell them, well, this is available either through a gov-
ernment program or through the private sectorin this
area.

So, we will continue to do that, and between these
three programes, | think that you’ll have your answer
somewhere. That will come; there’s improvement
everyday on that.

MR. HYDE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, if you will
assure the citizens of Manitoba that a program some-
thing similar to this will be reinstated, I'm sure thatit'll
be a credit to you and your department.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(g)(3)—pass; (g)—pass. Contin-
uing with 3.(h) Dental Services; 3.(h)(1) Salaries.
The Honourable Minister.

MR. DESJARDINS: | think what we could do at this
time, | wouldask if the Committee would agree; | must
say that I’'m meeting with the dental organization in a
day or so. Before | announce anything that we've
made certain commitments, I'd wantto be able to give
the information but we're working with the dental
profession.

I wonder if | could ask you, if the Committee would
accept that Committee rise at this time with the
understanding - and we’ll inform the staff - that we
leave dental for the time being and we can start with
MentalHealth Services tomorrow or whatever. When |
have a little more information | could pass on this
information and we can discuss the Dental Services.

Either that, or we go ahead with the Dental Services
pretty well what we have now and we could even do
some of that today. | see Dr. McCormick is here and |
would make the announcement and we can discussiit
under the Minister’s Salary. It doesn’t matter to me.

MR. SHERMAN: Well, Mr. Chairman, it would be
acceptable to me and I'm sure to my colleagues on
this side of the Committee to leave the consideration
of Dental Services until later in consideration of the
Estimates.

| don't particularly want to plunge into Mental
Health Services tonight. | want to refresh my mental
capacity in order to do that,becauseit’'s avery impor-
tant part of the Estimates. So, I'd be prepared for
Committee to rise at this juncture and deal with Den-
tal Services at the end of the Estimates, after the
Commission or before the Commission, if the Minis-
ter's ready to reveal his plans at that time.

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Chairman, then it's under-
stood that the next time we meet, we'll start with No. 4,
Mental Health Services and either atthe end of 4. or
later on if we're ready atthe end of 4. we'll call Dental
Services. Now with that understanding | move that the
Committee rise.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Committee rise
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