
























































































































































Monday, May 1, 1989

representatives, those Members in Opposition, as to
the basic principles and tenets of the agreement.

We did that with a commitment to do so in basically
two or three meetings. We were assured by Members
in Opposition that they wanted to have access to the
agreement to ask questions of principle. | always caution
Members that there would be some areas of questioning
to which | could not respond, because of the fact that
a final deal, a final agreement, had not yet been struck.

Mr. Chairman, | have undertaken to provide, first of
all, by way of a presentation, the details of the sale.
Secondly, | have brought in forestry management people
to try and provide answers on the forestry area. | have
had Mr. Norm Brandson sit here most of this period
of time in an attempt to provide a detail of the process
that Repap is going to have to go through before it is
allowed to pour one pile on the site with respect to
any of the phases, before they can receive a licence
to proceed. Mr. Brandson was here for that case.

* (0210)

| also have brought in today Mr. Ross Lewis to address
specifically the process at the plant, to give clear
indication in a layman’s way what it is that Repap is
contemplating in the process.

Mr Chairman, in my view, good and open Government
should do things in this manner in reporting to all of
Manitoba, but nevertheless the Government has to
make decisions and it has to move on, because there
are basic decisions that have to be made. The
Government has to govern, and therefore | will be
moving the motion that this committee now rise.

Mr. Storie: On a point of order, Mr. Chairperson.

Mr. Manness: It is a non-debate—

Mr. Chairman: What is the will of the—

Mr. Storie: On a point of order, a point of order is
always in order.

Mr. Manness: It is—no question.
Mr. Chairman: Mr. Storie, on a point of order.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Chairperson, first of all, the Minister
answered some of my questions, but | have not
concluded my questions. Instead what we get is some
sort of diatribe from the Minister about his intentions.
His intentions were not to provide any information, and
committee Members in a parliamentary system have
to have a right to information on which to base their
judgments and base their correspondence with their
constituents. The Minister has not provided answers.
Every time we have asked him for some detail, he has
said, oh well, | cannot talk about that. What the Minister
has tried to do is what he tried to do in the first instance
is to avoid answering questions—

Mr. Chairman: | thank the Member for his input. The
Member does not have a point of order. What is the
will of the committee?
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Mr. Ashton: On a further point of order.
Mr. Chairman: There was no point of order.

Mr. Ashton: | would just point out that one of the prime
points of reference for us as parliamentarians is
Beauchesne’s Parliamentary Rules and Forms which
states in its first section that the duty of the
parliamentary system is to protect a minority, restrain
the improvidence, the tyranny of a majority, which we
are seeing here with the present Government.

| want to stress this for all Members before we start
getting into things any further.- (Interjection)- Mr.
Chairperson, do | have the floor or not?

Mr. Chairman: Order, please. Mr. Ashton, would you
state your point of order, please?

Mr. Ashton: Yes, | am reading from Beauchesne, which
states to give abundant opportunity for the
consideration of every measure, and to prevent any
legislative action being taken upon sudden impulse. |
believe that the actions of the Government are clearly
in contravention of the spirit of Beauchesne, of the
parliamentary system. That is what we in Opposition
are fighting for, for proper consideration of this sale,
something that we at the eleventh hour received, the
final documentation via New York. | find it incredible
that the Government is trying to close down the
proceedings.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please; order, please. The
Member does not have a point of order. We have a
motion on the floor. What is the will of the committee?

Some Honourable Members: Committee rise.

Some Honourable Members: Continue.
Mr. Chairman: All those in favour? Those opposed?
The motion has been defeated.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Ashton: . . the Government of the Day walks
out of the committee, because it could not ram through
a motion that required the immediate adjournment of
the committee, a motion, that would have resulted in
the many unanswered questions that Members still have
yet to ask to the Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness)
and this Government not being answered, the incredible
arrogance of putting forward a motion for adjournment
and then walking out because they do not win the
motion. He missec' that—Mr. Chairperson, this has got
to be one of the most incredible developments | have
seen. | think that this shows a complete lack of fitness
that this Conservative Party has to govern this province.
It they cannot stand here and stay in this committee
and answer the questions of Members of the
Opposition, they do not deserve to be in Government.

In keeping with that, Mr. Chairperson, | would move
that this committee recess until nine o’clock tomorrow
morning ard, further, that this committee demand that
the Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness) attend the








