LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Thursday, February 1, 1990.

The House met at i:30 p.m.

PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Public Accounts Committee
North Portage Development Corp.

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): Mr. Speaker, | have a
question to the Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness). We
were encouraged yesterday by the Government’s
decision to ask the Provincial Auditor to explore the
financia! relationships among this Government, MHRC,
and the North Portage Development Corporation.

Wili the Minister go a step further to ensure full public
disciosure and accountability by calling a special
meeting of the Pubiic Accounts Committee so that
legislators can ask questions of the president and chief
executive officer of the North Portage Development
Corporation?

Hon. Clayton Manness {Minister of Finance): The
snort answer to that question at this time is no. This
morning my Deputy, Mr. Curtis, met with the Provincial
Auditor and asked him to ensure that Manitoba
taxpayers receive full value for their investment in the
project that has received a fair amount of discussion
in this House over the period of the last few weeks.

We have placed no restrictions, absolutely no
restrictions, | emphasize that, Mr. Speaker, into what
matters the Provincial Auditor is to look into. The
Provincial Auditor will determine in his wisdom the best
scope to put to the internal review. Once that is
completed he will submit that to myself, after which
time { will make that public to the Members of this
House.

Provincial Auditor
North Portage Development Corp.

Mr. James Carr {(Fort Rouge): The Auditor of course
is a servant of this Legislature. Could the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Manness) tell us what mandate he has
given to the Provincial Auditor, whether or not there
are written terms of reference, and if he can let us
know what timetable the Provincial Auditor will be
working under and when we can expect a report to
this House?

Hon. Clayion Manness (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Speaker, { answered the first question in part. No
specific terms of reference have been given to the
Provincial Auditor. He is free to look at every matter
associated with this issue at his cail. We have asked
him, and we have told him that there are no restrictions.
Thereiore, he will have full opportunity to review every
aspect of the matter.

Mr. Tarr: We appreciate that the Minister has taken
this acticn after some weeks of questioning in the
House.

Public Accounts Committee
North Portage Development Corp.

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): We are still not sure
why the Government will not go the extra step to ask
the chairman and chief executive officer of the North
Portage Development Corporation to appear in front
of a legislative committee. We know that the Minister
of Finance (Mr. Manness) is particularly interested in
accountability, public accountability and accountability
by the politicians. So could -(interjection)- Pardon me?

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Carr: Could the Minister of Finance tell us why he
refuses to call a special committee of this Legislature?

* (1335)

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): Firstly,
Mr. Speaker, let me reiterate, for the memory of some
that may forget, that we were not original signatories
to the agreement at hand.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the Provincial Auditor has
tremendous powers. If he comes to conclusions that
are a major concern to him, he has within his power
to make a full report to the Legislature directly. If he
does that, if he makes a full disclosure directly to the
Legislature, | then will call Public Accounts Committee
at which time the Provincial Auditor will ask to be in
attendance and to give fuller explanation to any of his
comments.

Mr. Carr: Half aloafis better than noloaf, Mr. Speaker.

Canada-Manitoba Tourism Agreement
Deadline Extension

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): With a new question
to the Minister responsible for Tourism (Mr. Ernst). There
has been a fair amount of confusion over the last
number of days, Mr. Speaker, about the deadline for
a federal-provincial project at The Forks.

Jake Epp, in a letter to the Minister, had said that
January 31, yesterday, was the deadline for the Minister
to raise $4.2 million of funds from the private sector.
The Minister has given us indications that Thomas
Hockin, the federal Minister responsible for Tourism,
had in fact said the deadline was March 31.

The Minister had some difficulty getting hold of Mr.
Hockin yesterday. | wonder if he could report to the
House and tell us if he in fact has gotten a hold of him
and what the deadline is.

Hon. Jim Ernst (Minister of Industry, Trade and
Tourism): Mr. Speaker, there have been a number of
discussions that have taken place with regard to this
matter over the past day, evening and this morning.
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Mr. Speaker, it has beenindicated to me that February
28 now is an appropriate time to consider this particular
project which then gives us a month, if it is not going
to proceed by that point, to find additional projects
before the agreement expires.

Mr. Carr: Mr. Speaker, | cannot help but think that
somehow the wisdom of Solomon is at work here. They
split the difference. One federal Minister said March
31, and the other said January 31, so February 28 it
is.- (interjection)- | would never want to second-guess
the wisdom of Solomon.

The Forks Development
Visitor Centre Funding

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): Can the Minister report
to the House how successful his fund raising efforts
have been, and what the total of the commitments have
been received to date, so we know how much further
he has to go between now and the end of February?

Hon. Jim Ernst (Minister of Industry, Trade and
Tourism): Mr. Speaker, let me first suggest that while
the deadline for the tourism agreement expiry is March
31, it would be inappropriate for any Government to
leave any reconsideration, if some project is not going
to proceed, until the last day.

It makes, Mr. Speaker, eminent sense to have a
contingency plan, and this is not the only project
contained in that agreement. There are many more,
some of which may well not proceed. It behooves us
to plan for some contingencies and to give us some
time to put that contingency plan into place.

Mr. Carr: Mr. Speaker, | want to make it clear that we
wish the Minister well, that we think the project has
merit and we hope he is able to raise the money -
(interjection)- Does the Premier not want our support
on the project?

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order.

Canada-Manitoba Tourism Agreement
Deadline Extension

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): Mr. Speaker, my final
question to the Minister of Tourism is, has he had any
contact with Mr. Epp over the last 48 hours to discuss
this project, and has the Minister had a chance to review
with Mr. Epp the contents of his letter which now has
been thrown out the window and a month’s extension
given to the Minister of Tourism?

* (1340)

Hon. Jim Ernst (Minister of Industry, Trade and
Tourism): Mr. Speaker, as | indicated in the answer
to the first question, a number of discussions have
taken place yesterday afternoon and last evening and
today.

Mr. Speaker, we are confident now that we have
adequate time to proceed with this project.

Public Schools
Funding

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker, last year
the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) announced that
there would be some $41 million additional funding for
public schools. Today he announced that some $31
million would be available, a 20 percent reduction in
increase in funding to the public schoois. This
announcement has drawn criticism from the Manitoba
Teachers’ Society and—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Speaker, this reduction in increase has
-(interjection)- that is what | said.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The
Honourable Member for Flin Flon.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Speaker, we all understand nervous
laughter when we see it. The fact of the matter is that
the Manitoba Teachers’ Society and the Manitoba
Association of School Trustees have all decried this
announcement as inadequate. In fact, | quote from the
press release of the Manitoba Association of School
Trustees when they say, Manitoba’s public schoois will
be unable to maintain present service levels with the
limited funding provided by the provincial Government.
That is not me saying that.

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Minister of
Education. Where on this Government’s list of priorities
is the public education system in the Province of
Manitoba?

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Educatior and
Training): Mr. Speaker, | have to indicate to the House
that | was very pleased to make the announcement
this morning with regard to this Government'’s support
of education in this province.

We did something that the former Government did
not do. First of all, we did bring together an ed finance
review committee that has thoroughly reviewed the
finances of this province with regard to education and
how we approach funding of schools. Based on the
recommendations that came from that committee and
between discussions with members of the education
community, we have ascertained that this commitment
to funding our public schools is indeed one where there
is a balance to maintain the programming that we have
throughout this province, and indeed it is not a burden
on the overburdened taxpayer already, Mr. Speaker. |
think this is a fair announcement. in our meetings this
morning that was certainly indicated to us by many of
the Members.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Speaker, what hypocrisy. The fact is
that the trustees who deliver education and the teachers
who deliver education are telling this Minister this is
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woefully inadequate, that it is going to lead in a
reduction of service to the education of students in
Manitoba.

My question is to the Minister of Education (Mr.
Derkach). Can he now tell us where the money is going
to come from to maintain services? How much increase
are we going to see on special levies on taxpayers
throughout this province on properties? How much is
the education support levy—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The question
has been put. The Honourable Minister of Education
and Training.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Speaker, | find it interesting that all
of a sudden the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) is
asking, where is this money going to come from. He
is asking for more money. Where does he think the
money comes from? it comes from local taxpayers.
That is where the money comes from.

{ would also like to indicate—! quote from the news
release which says: that the trustees appreciate the
intent of increasing grants for transportation, special
needs and for divisions with increased enroliment. Mr.
Speaker, this is not a condemnation of the report. As
a matter of fact, it is praising the report in terms of
the balance that we have achieved and the fairness
that we have achieved in supporting education.

M:. Storie: | would recommend that the Minister start
by reading the first paragraph of the press release where
there is a condemnation of the level of increase which
says: we are going to have cutbacks in service in the
education area.

Education System
Transportation Grants

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker, my next
question to the Minister is: given the announcement
today that there will be some transportation grant
increases, which is positive and particularly for rural
school divisions, but given that we are introducing a
new urban transportation grant, can the Minister tell
me whether this is a move to get more in line with the
Public Schools Finance Board’s recommendation that
we close community schools like Margaret Scott
School? Are we going to now develop a policy where
students are transported out of their communities and
bussed to other areas away from their home
community? s this a consolidation of that policy?

* (1345)

Hon. Leonard Derkach {Minister of Education and
Training): First of all, when the Member was in
Government and Minister of Education, at that time,
school divisions in the urban centre came to him and
asksd {or some transportation policy with regard to
students whowere iivingmore than 1.5 kilometres from
their school. His response to them was a flat no.

Mr. Speaker, we have many children, young children
from Kindergarten to Grade 3, who have difficulty in

getting to schools, whether those schools are in the
city or in the rural areas. We have made a commitment
to treat young students equally throughout the province.
For that reason we have implemented a policy where
we will support them by offering transportation to all
students from Kindergarten to Grade 3 regardless of
whether they live in the rural areas or in the urban
area.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Speaker, | think everyone out there
knows, including the parents, that Margaret Scott
School and lots of others that are having their schools
closed, that this is going to lead to consolidation of
elementary schools. This Minister is apparently ready
to condemn community schools to oblivion.

School Year Length

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker, my final
question to the Minister, on a different subject, is: can
the Minister indicate today when he will announce the
fact that he intends to shorten the school year by three
days at the recommendation of the tourism industry
and at the expense of students and the educational
system in Manitoba?

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and
Training): Mr. Speaker, | really wonder where this
Member is coming from. Let me indicate to you, first
of all, that this Member is indicating that we should
be building schools when there is adequate space in
schools surrounding this particular school, in a half-
mile radius, where we can accommodate 400 more
students. He is advocating that we should build yet
another school, and at whose expense? It is at the
taxpayers’ expense. He has no reason, no rhyme of
accountability.

With regard to the school year, it was his Government
that gave permission to northern school divisions to
shorten their school year, not by one or two days, but
indeed by three weeks. We implemented a policy where
these students have to make up their time if their school
year is shortened. They still have to put in the same
number of hours. When we have developed that policy
that he speaks of, | will be pleased to announce it.

Education Administrators
Cross-Cultural Seminars

Mrs. Ilva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek): Yesterday, in his
response to the Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles), the
Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) waxed eloquent
that, and | quote, ‘At our community college level we
have promoted programs to assure that staff at those
institutions understand the importance of the negative
aspects of racial discrimination.” Can the Minister
advise the House if all administration and management
personnel are required to attend these cross-cultural
seminars put in place in April of 1989 as a direct result
of an unfortunate racial slur?

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and
Training): That is a matter that is up to the president
of that community college to establish, but indeed we
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Occupational Health Centre
Privatization

Mr. Harry Harapiak (The Pas): Mr. Speaker, my
question is to the Minister of Workplace Safety and
Health (Mrs. Hammond). The Canadian Centre for
Occupational Health was created 10 years ago to
promote the fundamental right of Canadians to a healthy
and safe workplace. The federal Minister of Labour is
now in the process of privatizing the centre which will
have the effect of making workers and employers pay
for health and safety data information on how to deal
with the workplace situation.

Will the Minister of Workplace Safety and Health (Mrs.
Hammond) indicate what action she and her
Government will take to block the privatization of the
centre in order to protect all Manitobans to accessible
information on workplace hazards and how to protect
themselves from those hazards?

* {1355)

Hon. Gerrie Hammond (Minister of Labour
responsible for Workplace Safety and Health): Mr.
Speaker, we believe that the federal Government should
have continued to fund the centre, but we have
appointed a governor who is on a working committee
of CCOSH to be sure. They are bringing in a working
plan, and the federal Government has extended the
funding until the end of March so that business plan
can be brought in.

Provincial Funding

Mr. Harry Harapiak {ThePas): Mr. Speaker, according
to a draft confidential business plan for the privatizing
of the health and safety, which was being presented
io the federal Minister today, that as part of the five-
year plan the suggestion was made that funding for
the centre could be partially provided by the provincial
Government.

Will the Minister of Labour (Mrs. Hammond) now
cemmit to predicating any financial supports in the
province being a condition that the centre not be
privatized?

tHon. Gerrie Hammond (Minister of Labour
zzsponsible for Workniace Safety and Health): Mr.
Speaker, | will await the report as it is given to me.
One thing we know in Manitoba, something that is very
important to workplace safety, and | think the
Honourable Member knows this as well, that centre is
very important to what is happening with hazardous
rmateriais, and we need that centre so | will await the
business plan.

Free Information

Bir, Harry Harapiak (The Pas): iir. Speaker, to the
same Minister, what action will the Minister take to
ensure that ail working Manitobans will continue to
have access to credible complete neutral information
on the waorkplace hazards regardless of their ability or
the ability of their employer to pay for that information?

Hon., Gerriz Hammond (Minister of Labour
responsible for Werkpizce Safety and Health): Mr.
Speaker, that information was to be part of the plan.
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Springhill Farms Limited
Provincial Commitment

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, my
question is to the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay)
and relates to the recent announcement regarding
Springhill Farms and the deal between the farm and
the Olympia Meats in Quebec.- (applause)- Now |
appreciate the applause because obviously they are
applauding what is, in some respects, a significant loss
of jobs.

| would like to ask the Minister, he and his colleague,
the Minister of the Environment (Mr. Cummings) and
Charlie Mayer seem to have had a very fine photo
session during the announcement, but their role was
not clear. My question is to the Minister: exactly what
role did the province play in this and what obligations
has the province assumed in this contract?

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): Mr.
Speaker, we were very pleased to see that deal
culminated in the Province of Manitoba. There was to
be a loss of jobs and complete closing of the plant at
the end of February. For the last six to eight months
there has been an ongoing process of negotiation to
attempt to find some investment or partnership for
Springhill wherever it could be found in Canada. We
participated in hiring a negotiator to facilitate that
process, and are very pleased to see him bring that
process to a conclusion with a very strong partner
coming in to Manitoba to take the hogs from Springhill
and process them in a brand-new market for Manitoba
hogs, some 11,000 hogs a week going into the Quebec
market, a market we had never tapped before.

Mr. Laurie Evans: | guess it is like the old adage, how
is your life, and you say it is fine, looking at the
alternative. This is what you are faced with here.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. Speaker: Order. Order, please.
Hog Price Guarantees

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): Mr. Vaags, the
Chairman of Manitoba Pork, has stated that this is a
guaranteed long-term contract. | would like to know
from the Minister what in fact is guaranteed in terms
of the number of hogs and the prices that will be
available for those hogs.

* (1400)

Hon. Glen Findlay (Agriculture): Mr. Speaker, in terms
of long-term development, it is better to be alive than
dead, first off. That is the first thing.

In terms of economic development, 11,000 hogs a
week for three years translates into 1.6 million hogs
or some $200 million of economic activity for the
Province of Manitoba. Those Members possibly want
economic development, and we have delivered in
spades for the long term of the hog industry in the
Province of Manitoba.
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Hog Market Implications

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, they seem
to be taking a great deal of satisfaction in the loss of
jobs and no guarantee of long-term security of that
plant.

My question also to the Minister is: in the press
release they are indicating that the contract is outside
the normal auction process. | would like to know what
that means in terms of the implications of the supply
and the price of hogs to other processors in the
province.

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): Mr.
Speaker, by and large, on the Manitoba market, there
are about six bidders. Had Springhill closed, we would
have been down to five. Keeping Springhill open, we
have six. In the long term, that is strength for the hog
industry. They have struck a contract with the Hog
Producers Marketing Board and they are prepared to
strike a contract with any slaughterhouse or processor
if they bring an adequate process forward with regard
to that contract. In the terms of long term, this company
is the Canadian’s largest exporter to the Japan market.
| expect to see them in the long term use that Neepawa
plant as a plant to process for the Japanese market,
a pure export market for which there will be additional
export opportunity, additional economic activity for the
Province of Manitoba.

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition):
Mr. Speaker, one is tempted to get into that debate.
My question is -(interjection)- 80 value-added jobs go
to Quebec and everyone cheers.

My question is to the Minister of Urban Affairs (Mr.
Ducharme). | am sure that all Members in this
Chamber—

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable
Government House Leader, on a point of order.

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader):
Mr. Speaker, | wonder if the Honourable Leader of the
New Democratic Party (Mr. Doer) could be reminded,
as he has been reminded a number of times during
this Session, as have a few other Members in this House,
about what Your Honour has affectionately come to
call post-ambles to your preambles. This Member does
this quite often, and | wonder if he could be brought
to order for that.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order, the Honourable
Government House Leader is quite correct. The
Honourable Member for Concordia.

Mr. Doer: | apologize to the House for using the
flexibility of debate. | do.

Mr. Speaker: We accept the Honourable Member’s
apology.

Urban Planning
Legislation

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition):
Mr. Speaker, citizens, | am sure, are phoning alt
Members of this Chamber, concerned, and rightly so,
about the proposed tax increase in the City of Winnipeg.
My question to the Minister of Urban Affairs (Mr.
Ducharme) is: we have been saying for a long time
that the legislation and planning legislation to deal with
urban sprawl must be changed to deal with the total
costs that are related to developers developing this
city in an unplanned way that is costing taxpayers
millions of dollars. Those proposals have come home
to roost.

Why has the Minister not brought in the planning
sections consistent with the White Paper under The
City of Winnipeg Act to deal with the inadequacies of
planning in the City of Winnipeg and the tremendous
burden taxpayers will have to face this year, no matter
what the final number is at the City of Winnipeg?

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Urban Affairs):
First of all, Mr. Speaker, this Government and every
Government is probably concerned about tax increases.
This Government has dealt with our responsibilities;
however, in the question with planning | haveinstructed,
and during the Estimates process | explained to both
my critics, that Part 20 of The City of Winnipeg Act is
being dealt with now. We are having people throughout
the regional planning committee meeting, | am having
meetings with the city, and my administration is meeting
with them to come forward at the next Session dealing
with Part 20 of the Act.

Library Closures
Opposition

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition):
Given the fact that we have Bill 62 in the Chamber
now, | would ask the Minister (1) will he bring those
amendments of Part 20 under Bill 62, which deals with
partial planning with the additional zones, and secondly,
given the fact that the province gives over $100 million
to the City of Winnipeg, will the Minister be outlining
his strong opposition to the City of Winnipeg in the
proposal to close four libraries in the City of Winnipeg,
particularly in the inner city area of the city where of
course literacy is one of our greatest challenges?

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Urban Affairs):
First of all, Mr. Speaker, the part he is referring to, the
Bill that is before committee right now, is dealing with
the additional zones. However, that has to be clarified,
and we would not proclaim that part until the regional
people come forward with solutions, too, around those
additional zones that the previous administration did
nothing about while they were in office. They knew that
problem has been going on around the city for the last
six, seven, eight, nine years. it has falien apart as a
result, and they did absolutely nothing.

To now talk about the libraries, | do not think the
function of this particular Government is to interfere
in the budget process at the time with the city. We
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have various discussions with the city, and | do not
think anyone likes to see libraries or pools or anything
to be closed down, but the people at city hall have
been elected, 29 of them there. They have to deal with
their budget solutions by themselves.

Mr. Doer: This province gives money to the City of
Winnipeg and is accountable to this Chamber.
Departments give money to libraries in the City of
Winnipeg through this Legislature. We have set
conditions before as part of our grant to the City of
Winnipeg to not close libraries in the inner city as part
of our negotiations. Why is this Minister taking a hands-
off approach to the possibility of closing libraries? Why
will he not use the negotiating muscle, the provincial
Government, to ensure that children and other people
in the inner city are not denied their opportunities for
reading and learning in our library system of Winnipeg?

Mr. Ducharme: First of all—
Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please.

Mr. Ducharme: First of all, the Member for Concordia
{Mr. Doer) is asking this Minister to respond to an
administrative budget. City councillors themselves
politically have not determined what their rate increases
will be for 1990. Also, | will not get involved in the
sametiype of hands-on that the previous administration
said that you can have your transit grants if you refrain
from increasing bus tickets, like they did a couple of
years ago.

Educational Facilities
inkster Constituency

#r. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): | have a question for
the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach). A lot of the
parents and children in my riding are very concerned
about the overcrowding in the schools in my area. The
Public Finance Board has caused a great deal of this
concern.

iir. Speaker, why has the Government faiied to act
upon the five-year plan for capitai expenditures? | can
refer to the need to construct a new elementary school
and the need for a new high school in the northwest
area. | am wondering if the Minister of Education can
tell me what the Department of Education, through the
Public Finance Board, is doing about the concern to
alleviate the schools that are bursting at the seams in
my constituency.

Hor. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and
Training): Mr. Speaker, the other day the Member for
Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo) | believe rose to indicate
that why were we closing down schools in the inner
city and building more schools in the outer regions of
the city.

#r. Speaker, we understand the need for schools.
There is a responsibility for every division to list their
priorities and make those priorities known to the Public

Schools Finance Board. There is a five-year plan that
is supposed to be outlined by every division for the
Public Schools Finance Board.

Mr. Speaker, that process is in place. It is followed
to the letter of the law by the Public Schools Finance
Board. There is no deviation from it.

Mr. Lamoureux: Mr. Speaker, the Minister should get
who is asking the questions proper in the first place.

Mr. Speaker, will the Department of Education look
into the overcrowding of the schools in the Tyndall Park,
Garden Grove, Meadows West area and act upon the
situation immediately, given that there are currently
overcrowded schools in my constituency and that come
this September we are going to be looking at a crisis
situation? There is not a—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The question
has been put. The Honourable Minister of Education
and Training.

* (1410)

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Speaker, there is a system in place
in the Public Schools Finance Board whereby school
divisions who are experiencing extreme crowding in
schools can apply for the facilities.

Mr. Speaker, we have what is called a high quality
relocatable type of unit which can be constructed very
quickly in areas where there is overcrowding. It is the
school division’s responsibility to make those known.
If there is a situation where the Public Schools Finance
Board has not responded to a school board’s request
for some reason, | would like the Member to bring that
to my attention and | will certainly look into it.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member
for Inkster.

Mr. Lamoureux: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Manness) treats it as a joke. It is a serious situation
in my constituency, and as the MLA, |—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order please.

Sisler-Rosser Committee
Meeting Request

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Inkster has
the floor. The Honourable Member for Inkster.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, will the
Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) meet with the Sisler-
Rosser committee, which represents over 6,000
students in the northwest area, which is a significant
portion of the total school population in Winnipeg No.
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1? Will he sit down and address the needs of the north
end?

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and
Training): Mr. Speaker, the school board of which the
Member speaks has not made a request to meet with
me with regard to that particular situation. | do not
even know if they have requested to meet with the
Public Schools Finance Board on that matter.

Mr. Speaker, what do the Liberals want? They want
us to build schools where there are no children. They
want us to build schools where there are growing needs.
| wish they would identify their priorities and their
policies.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Manitoba Medical Association
Negotiations

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): My question is to the
Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard), and it is in regard to
the impasse that has been reached in negotiations
between the Minister and the doctors of this province.
On Tuesday, November 28—this was outlined in the
speech | tabled, the Government refused to release—
the Minister indicated that he was issuing the
Government'’s final offer to the MMA.

What | would like to ask the Minister is, what
negotiations took place prior to Tuesday, November 28
and that final offer, and what negotiations have taken
place since, since we are dealing with a very serious
situation. The contract is up the end of March and we
are faced with a possible strike situation.

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, my honourable friend answered his own
question. The contract with the MMA does not expire
until March 31. Secondly, meetings are scheduled with
the negotiating team, Civil Service Commission, and
MHSC. Thirdly, if we follow the record set by the
previous Government, we have 11 months after the
expiry date of the contract in which to achieve a
settlement.

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has expired.
ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader):
Mr. Speaker, in the Chamber today the Estimates of
the Department of Education and Training are under
consideration, and in Room 255 the Estimates of the
Department of Natural Resources.

Mr. Speaker, | move, seconded by the Honourable
Minister of the Environment (Mr. Cummings), that Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve
itself into a Committee to consider of the Supply to
be granted to Her Majesty.

MOTION presented.

MATTER OF GRIEVANCE

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, | would
like to rise on a matter of grievance.

Mr. Speaker, today in asking the questions it has
caused me a great deal of concern that the Minister
of Education (Mr. Derkach) would belittle what | feel is
something that is very important in my constituency.

| attend a lot of functions in my riding. | listen to
what the residents that put me into this Chamber’s
concerns are, and one of the major issues that they
continue to bring up to me, time after time after time,
is the seriousness of the overcrowding in our schools.

The Minister of Education has said that it is completely
up to the school division -(interjection)-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. Honourable
Members wishing to carry on their private conversations
can do so outside the Chamber. The Honourable
Member for Inkster has the floor.

The Honourable Member for Inkster.

Mr. Lamoureux: The Minister of Education (Mr.
Derkach), as | have pointed out, has tried to belittle it
by saying that it is not part of my responsibility to ask
questions of this nature because in fact it is the school
board that puts it in terms of a priority to the Public
Finance Board.

The Public Finance Board, which is appointed by the
Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach), has already caused
a great deal of concern to the constituents in my area.
Earlier in 1989 the school board, Public Finance Board,
was to build and construct portables to Stanley Knowles
School. Because of the late action taken by the Public
Finance Board, many of the students who were
attending Stanley Knowles School in 1989 were in fact
attending that school for part of the day and having
to go to another school for another part of the day,
Mr. Speaker, because the Public Finance Board was
not able to reach a decision in a much quicker fashion,
not able to bring forward to the schools to meet the
school’s needs in order to accommodate the surging
elementary population in my area.

Mr. Speaker, it is not in the best interests of the kids.
We had Grade 8 children who were being bussed
between Stanley Knowles School and Sisler High
School, and there is a major difference between going
from a high school to an elementary school. The reason
why this was taking place was because of the Public
Finance Board’s inability to ensure that the portables
were there in a better time period. As a result, we had
things of that nature taking place. | want to go over
this afternoon some of the options that the school board
is now faced with because, in part, of what actions the
Government has failed to take. | would like to go through
a few of those options.

If we look at Option 1, it is suggested that they move
Grade 7 and 8 French Immersion students from Stanley
Knowles School to Sisler High School again. To bring
elementary school children into high schools, it is a
totally different atmosphere. It was not that long ago
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when | was in a high school, just under 10 years, and
the atmosphere in a high school is much more
freewheeling. It can be extremely intimidating to those
who are going there in Grade 9, but to put elementary
or what should be elementary children into a high school
situation, it is a totally different type of an atmosphere.
This is one of the options that is being considered as
Option 1. Thatis Component 1 of Option 1. Component
2 is that portable classrooms would be required at
Garden Grove and Meadows West Schools also. That
is in addition to moving Grades 7 and 8 over to Sisler
High School.

(Mr. Neil Gaudry, Acting Speaker, in the Chair)

Option 2 is to move Grade 8 English students from
Stanley Knowles School to Sisler High, which will make
available some six classrooms. Portable classrooms
would still be required at the Garden Grove and
Meadows West Schools. Mr. Acting Speaker, the
portables that would be required under this particular
option and in fact under Option 1 have not even been
started yet. Will they in fact be able to have the
classrooms in place come September 1 when the school
year begins? We saw last year they were not able to
do that, and as a result they had children going in
different parts in different schools, to one for part of
the morning and in the afternoon going to another
school.

Mr. Acting Speaker, Option 3 is really something that
a person must take with a bit of salt and grin with.
This is what they are proposing as an option to the
parents and children in the riding, and that is to
postpone a decisionregarding Stanley Knowles School
and tolerate overcrowding for another year. They are
admitting that we have overcrowding in the school, and
yet they are going to have to put up with overcrowding
for another year. That is not in the best interest of the
children that are attending this particular school in my
riding.

* (1420)

When the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) says
that it has nothing to do with us in this Chamber | think
it is irresponsible of the Minister of Education, especially
when you take a look at what the Winnipeg No. 1 School
Division suggested in July 4, 1988, in their five-year
plan for capital building projects.

We will take a look at what they had suggested. In
new schools, in buildings or additions to existing and
demolition of old facilities the first priority, in terms of
a new schooli, was to construct a new elementary school
in the northwest end of the city, in the Meadows West
development Phase 2, year of ministerial approval was
to be expected in 1989. That was priority one in terms
of a new school being built in my riding or in the
northwest area.

Priority two in terms of additional new construction
of schoois was a new high school in the northwest area,
Mr. Acting Speaker. If we take a look at the catchment
areas and what is expected, or what Stanley Knowles
and the other elementary schools are feeding into in
terms of a high school after they graduate and then
they go into the high schools, we are looking at Sisler

High with a population currently of 1,320 approximately
has 10 feeder schools with a total population of 4,800.
How does that compare with other school divisions?

If we take a look at Gordon Bell School, a high school
that has 875 students, we have feeder schools with
populations of 2,910. If we take a look at the
combination of Daniel Mac and Tech Voc, Daniel Mac
with 1,200 and Tech Voc with approximately 1,250, they
have feeders of 6,018. Those are two high schools the
same equivalent size of Sisler High. If we take a look
at Elmwood High, 800 student population, it has five
feeder schools with 1,370.

Mr. Acting Speaker, what | am trying to point out is
if you take in terms of the proportion of Sisler High
and the number of elementary schools that feed into
it, it is way out of proportion in the rest of Winnipeg
No. 1.

Why is this problem not being addressed? We can
look at what is anticipated. It refers to the era in which
the children attend these schools. We look at 1991,
1992 classroom requirements. New houses are
continuing to be built in the Garden Grove, Stanley
Knowles and Meadows West catchment area. It is
anticipated that additional students from this area will
begin to have a major impact on Stanley Knowles by
September, 1991. Mr. Acting Speaker, what is being
done with Stanley Knowles this year?

Hon. Harry Enns (Minister of Natural Resources): A
great deal has been done.

Mr. Lamoureux: The Minister of Natural Resources
says a great deal has been done. Mr. Acting Speaker,
there is no doubt the school board is trying their best
in order to facilitate the demand for new school facilities
but the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach), who
appoints the members of the Public School Board of
Finance, is not treating it in a manner in which it
deserves. Why is this Government not recognizing or
feel that they have no responsibility when it comes to
the education of the people of Manitoba?

Mr. Enns: It is not true.

Mr. Lamoureux: Mr. Acting Speaker, the Minister of
Natural Resources says that is not true. He was here
when | had asked the question from the Minister of
Education (Mr. Derkach). The Minister of Education says
that this is not maybe the best question to ask on this
platform. Some of his colleagues suggested that | should
run for school trustee. | find it unbelievable that as the
sitting MLA representing this area, in raising an issue
and a concern that is on the top of the minds or a
priority in the minds of many of my constituents, that
this Government would suggest to me that | have no
business, no right, telling this Chamber what is their
concern. That is unacceptable. It is unbelievable that
a Government can take that type of attitude.

Mr. Acting Speaker, getting back, including in Option
3, italsohas, portable classrooms would still be required
at Garden Grove and Meadows West School. The Public
School Finance Board is aware of the situation. | am
hoping that if by chance they do not realize the
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importance of this because of the Minister of Education
who appointed them, that the Minister of Education
will read what | have said and give a very strong
message to the Public Finance Board so the Public
Finance Board cannot say that they are not aware of
the situation. That is in part the reason why | felt it
was necessary to stand here and grieve today, to ensure
that the Minister of Education cannot state that he was
not aware of the situation in the northwest end.

Mr. Acting Speaker, if we take a look at the growth
in the City of Winnipeg, we look at where housing is
being built, you will find that in my riding, the Member
for Kildonan’s (Mr. Cheema) riding, which is right beside
mine, that it is an area of the city in which there is a
tremendous amount of growth. There is a responsibility
for Governments, whether it is a civic school trustee,
a provincial, to be aware of what is going on in the
province. If there is a need, a real justified need, the
Government should be taking action to ensure that
whatever takes place is in the best interest of all the
students in the Province of Manitoba.

It is not the sole responsibility of the school board
to ensure that there is adequate education to the
children of this province. It is not the sole responsibility
of ours to ensure that there is adequate education to
the children of our province. It is in most part, | hope
and believe that it is the school board that ultimately
will be making the decisions that will be putting forward
the priorities. | believe Winnipeg No. 1 has done that.

In their five-year capital expenditure plan they have
pointed out 17 priorities. The first two priorities in terms
of new school construction was an elementary and high
school in the northwest corner of the City of Winnipeg.
The second priority overall was to replace Margaret
Scott and demolish the building.

The Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) says that it
is not the Minister of Education, it is not the Public
Finance Board that decides the policy, that in fact it
is the school board. How wrong the Minister is, because
the Minister should know full well that it is the Public
Finance Board that can very easily dictate policy if the
Public Finance Board refuses to give the funds.

If the Public Finance Board decides that they are not
going to provide the funds for a decision that is made
by the school board, the school board can either opt
on its own, and | am not even too sure if they can
afford to opt on their own, or reverse the stand, or a
preference that they would like to go to.

For the Minister of Education to say that the province
has no role in terms of policy when it comes to the
education system regarding the construction of new
schools, the Minister of Education is dead wrong. The
Minister of Education said that, he said that in a very
roundabout way, he was implying, the Minister of
Education was implying that it is the school board that
makes the policy decisions. The Minister of Education
was wrong, and if he had any—what is the word?—
guts, he would stand up today and say that in fact the
Public Finance Board does dictate what is going to
happen when it comes to what schools are going to
be built and what schools are going to be rebuilt.

The Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) is not doing
the things -(interjection)- the Minister of Finance (Mr.

Manness) asked me if things are slipping. Under this
Government | think maybe things have been slipping.
I can assure the Minister of Finance that whatever does
come up in the constituency, | will as the locat
representative ensure that this Government is aware.
It does not have to be solely provincial jurisdiction. It
can be municipal, it can be federal, it can be provincial.

* (1430)

What the constituents of Inkster want me to do is
what | will do, because after all they are the ones that
put me into this Chamber, and | plan to represent them
in the best way | can. Contrary to what the Minister
of Finance says, | feel that the best way to represent
them is to ensure that the feelings of my constituents
are brought to this floor so that the Government, and
in particular the Minister of Education in this particular
case, is aware of the problems, of the crisis that is
going on in my riding in terms of overcrowding in the
schools.

Mr. Acting Speaker, if we would like to go to the next
option, option 4, requests portable classrooms from
Public Schools Finance Board for Garden Grove and
Meadows West School. Option 5, combination of
options outlined above and options provided by the
administration.

The school board is desperate. The school board
wants the Public Finance Board to come up—

*kkkk

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Gaudry): The Minister of
Health (Mr. Orchard), on a point of order.

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): | am deeply
enthralled with my honourable friend’s grievance, but
I understand that Education Estimates are on right now
and instead of wasting the time of the House, he could
discuss all of these matters with the Minister direct
and get answers during the Estimate process instead
of wasting valuable time of the House.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Gaudry): The Minister does
not have a point of order. It is a dispute over the facts.-
(interjection)- Order, please.

*kkkk

Mr. Lamoureux: Mr. Acting Speaker, the Minister of
Health is right in a sense that, yes, | can ask questions.
My preference is that we have a concurrence, that the
critic of Education has plenty of questions for the
Minister of Education to answer. We would hope that
the Minister of Education can keep his answers
somewhat brief, but when concurrence comes there is
no doubt | willhave an opportunity to put forward these
questions.

Let me give advance notice to the Minister of
Education (Mr. Derkach). The Minister of Education,
after what he has heard today from my grievance, will
be hopefully better prepared to answer the questions
that | might put to him during concurrence. This is a
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very good way so the Minister of Education can be
very well prepared. When | put forth some questions
regarding this particular issue, hopefully the Minister
of Education will be able to bring forward some good,
quality answers.

I must admit | have been listening to some of his
answers, and the Member for Sturgeon Creek (Mrs.
Yeo) brings up a very good point. He sure knows how
to bafflegab. | am not too sure he is very good at
answering the questions direct. Hopefully with the
comments he has heard today, when | do put forward
the questions he will in fact come forward with some
good, legitimate, concise answers, because it is
something that has to be addressed. | am glad to see
the Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) has agreed, in a
roundabout way, that it is a valid concern to raise in
this Chamber because he has done so by suggesting
that | should be asking it in Estimates.

Mr. Acting Speaker, had we had unlimited time instead
of a cap of 240 hours, | am sure we could ask 240
hours on education alone. | am sure we could. If the
Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) and the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Manness) want to agree that we can do
that, i am sure the Critic for Education on both the
officia! Opposition and the third Party would be more
thar happy to accommodate expanding the 240 hours.
I would love to be able to ask all the questions | could
regarding this issue, and a multitude of other questions
| would have regarding other departments that effect,
not only the constituents in my riding, but also the
constituents of many Members’ ridings.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Gaudry): Order, please.

Mz Lamoureux: Mr. Acting Speaker, if we look at some
of the actual numbers—or before | do that, | wanted
to highlight from the Act what | believe really does need
to be improved in some manner. | am referring to The
Public Schools Finance Board Act. It stipulates that
the public schools finance board consisting of not more
than five persons appointed by the Lieutenant-
Governor-in-Council continued as a body corporate.

Mr. Acting Speaker, | am not too sure if the Minister
of Education—and maybe he could take this question
as notice if he wants to take it as a question—is the
actual makeup of this board, and in what way would
they ensure that they are fully addressed? How are
they aware of the actual things that are going on in
different areas of the City of Winnipeg?

On what criteria did he use in selecting that particular
board? i say that because the board does dictate policy
to school boards. it does it through approving and
disproving requests from the school divisions. | am
somewhat concerned about the treatment of Schooi
Division Xz, 1 and if the Public Finance Board, Mr.
Acting Speaker, is really doing what is in the best
interests ¢f School Division No. 1.

Mr. Acting Speaker, | have learned a lot in this last
week in irying to find out or get to the bottom of what
it is that is really the problem in terms of schools that
are being #vercrowded. | have talked to Winnipeg No.
1 school trustees, | have talked to representatives from

the Minister’s office, from the Public Finance Board,
your special assistant. The Minister of Education (Mr.
Derkach) wanted to know who. | hope he was a
trustworthy person to talk to. | trust he is. Actually, |
believe his name was Dave McGill. | think he is a special
assistant for the Minister of Education, a very nice
person, and | commend the Minister of Education on
what | think is a very good selection. He was very
accommodating in terms of trying to help me
understand what the situation actually is.

* (1440)

Mr. Acting Speaker, what | was realily trying to do
was to find out how a school capacity of schools can
fluctuate depending on the circumstances. | have heard
the capacity of Sisler High as high as 1,675. | have
seen reports where it showed it at 1,300. It was beyond
me how a capacity could actually change when the
physical structure did not change, and through a
combination of talking to several peopie, what | came
up with is that Stanley Knowles School, the building
itself can be at a capacity of 1,000 where it currently
is right now. The exact same structure or facility could
be in any other area of the province and the capacity
could be at 900. The capacity, Mr. Acting Speaker, is
determined in most part through classroom utilization.
The classroom utilization is usually decided in part
through the principal who submits it through to the
superintendent and the capacity is decided, from what
| understand, on that basis.

What | found somewhat interesting is, if we look at
a report that | did receive, in particular on Stanley
Knowles, we will see that they had a capacity of 1,113;
that is full-time equivalents. If we take a look at what
the Public Finance Board uses as capacity, you will find
that industrial arts, music rooms and science rooms
are not necessarily taken into account in using capacity.
The Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) shakes his
head. This is the Public Finance Board that gave me
the information.

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education and
Training): Are you suggesting we change our criteria?

Mr. Lamoureux: No, | am not suggesting at all that
we change it, Mr. Acting Speaker. The Minister of
Education should finish listening to what | have to say
maybe before he thinks or tries to think what | am
going to be saying.

If we have 1,113 students as a capacity and we use
what Stanley Knowles is using to get that 1,113 capacity,
you will see that in this particular document that | have
before me, it shows that they are including four:
industrial arts, home economic labs, elementary music
lab, a computer education lab. That is some six rooms.
Six rooms, and you can times it by 25 and you will
find that its capacity, according to Public Finance Board,
would likely be below 1,000. There are more than 1,000
students at that school.

If it goes over in terms of criteria, what type of criteria
does the Public Finance Board require in order to have
a new school built? It basically looks at the number
of students, capacity and the viability. It looks at the
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area, if there is growth. There is growth in the area. If
we look at the near or at capacity, we will find that not
only Stanley Knowles but other elementary schools in
the same area are also in and around or over capacity.

From what | can understand in the information that
| have received from the Public Finance Board and
from the school division and from the Rosser-Sisler
Committee, it appears to be that indeed there is a
justified need to have a school now, a new school, an
elementary school and high school in the area. That
does not surprise me because in the five-year projection,
as | pointed out, it was suggested that by 1989
construction of a new elementary school in the north
west area. It singles out Meadows West development,
the Phase 2, Mr. Acting Speaker, what was known as
the Phase 2 component has not gone in the manner
in which it was initially intended, but the construction
of new homes around that area has proceeded so there
is that need. The intent here, from School Division No.
1, was to see a new school in 1989, or atleast ministerial
approval for this school in 1989.

Mr. Acting Speaker, what has happened is that we
will find that this year, come September, we are going
to be in a very serious situation in the northwest corner,
in particular the catchment areas of Stanley Knowles,
Garden Grove and Tyndall Park schools.

Mr. Acting Speaker, there just is not enough space,
physical space, in the rooms to accommodate what
the numbers that | have been given. | believe that come
September 1, we are going to have children and not
enough classrooms to put the children into.

One option, even though it was not listed on this
particular item, and the option that | was referring to
actually comes from the chairperson of the Building
and Transportation Committee of Winnipeg No. 1. One
of the options that they did not list, but was included,
was transporting children that live west of Tallman
Avenue over to Lord Nelson School, which is a fair
distance away.

When people move into a new area with anticipation
that there are going to be schools, when they are given
the impression that there are schools around them that
their children are going to be able to attend, they invest
what for most people is their greatest investment, their
home. The single greatest investment is one’s home.
They are hoping that the children that they have are
able to attend the local schools in that area.

Mr. Acting Speaker, we have a situation where the
schools are in fact bursting at the seams, in particular,
Stanley Knowles School. It cannot facilitate any more
students. The request and the position that we are
putting the school board, the principals, the teachers
and so forth in is not fair. It is not appropriate.

One of the chairpeople of the local parent councils
in the area suggested to me that when Stanley Knowles,
as it stands right now and it has 10 portables, if they
were to have a staff room meeting that all of the staff
would not necessarily be able to fit in a comfortable
fashion at all in the staff room, because the staff room
was not built to accommodate the number of staff that
are now at that school.

The reason for that, Mr. Acting Speaker, is because
of the large number of portables. When the Public
Finance Board agrees to have a school built they are
supposed to take many things into account. One of
those things is what they would believe or perceive is
going to be the capacity of that core area, the area
such as the gymnasium, your library and your staff
room can facilitate. When that is taken into account
the number of portables should not exceed that,
because the moment you start exceeding the initial
intent of that school’s facilitation, the more you are
going to take away class time for the gymnasium, library
use, other labs and so forth.

When we build a school, that has to be taken into
account. That is one of the answers that | have not
been able to get yet. What was the initial intent of how
many children were they planning on going to a
particular school?

Mr. Acting Speaker, the Sisler High School was at
one time a capacity of 1,675. Reverend Ray Cooper,
who was a chairperson of the Sisler-Rosser group, was
well familiar with the situation there At the time, so |
have been told—not only by him, but by others—that
it was an intolerable number of children to have at one
school, that there was literally chaos in the hallways.
You can only have so many people in a hallway when
that recess bell goes. You might be able to get and
jam pack as many rooms, and take away the study
rooms, or whatever might be the case, in order to
accommodate more people into a school, but the
hallways are only so wide and the facilities are very
limited.

If we do not either increase or build onto the school,
you cannot bring the school up to an unbearable
number. Mr. Acting Speaker, the number that | have
heard is in fact unacceptable, of 1,675.

| gave you earlier the comparison of other high
schools in the catchment area. | do not know the actual
square footage, but | believe 1,675 is in fact overdoing
it—I only have two minutes left. | understand that the
Premier (Mr. Filmon)—and maybe this is a good way
to end—attended Sisler High School. | would suggest
that the Premier of the province once again return to
Sisler High, look at the conditions, and give his opinion
on what he feels the population of Sisler High should
be, and look at the facilities that Sisler High has.

* (1450)

Mr. Acting Speaker, in my last minute to conclude,
| do believe that as the MLA representing the area that
| am in place to bring forward what many of my
constituents perceive to be the No. 1 concern. | am
hoping by bringing it forward today that the Minister
of Education (Mr. Derkach) and other Members of the
Government will take this matter very seriously and
work with School Division No. 1 or assist School Division
No. 1, which is the largest school division. School
Division No. 1 trustees have a tremendous icad, and
if we can be of assistance to them, | would suggest
that we do that.

| would not want to walk over or suggest that the
School Division No. 1 school trustees are doing a bad
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job, but | do believe as the sitting MLA that | should
be conveying the concerns, the real beliefs, and the
problems in my riding. | hope | have done that in an
appropriate fashion here today. Thank you very much,
Mr. Acting Speaker, for the time.

QUESTION put, MOTION carried and the House
resolved itself into a Committee to consider of the
Supply to be granted to Her Majesty with the
Honourable Member for Minnedosa (Mr. Gilleshammer)
in the Chair for the Department of Natural Resources;
and the Honourable Member for St. Boniface (Mr.
Gaudry) in the Chair for the Department of Education
and Training.

* (1500)

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY—NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Chairman (Harold Gilleshammer): | call this
meeting to order to consider the Estimates of the
Department of Natural Resources. We will commence
with item 3. Engineering and Construction.

The Honourable Minister.

Hon. Harry Enns {Minister of Natural Resources): Mr.
Chairman, | wonder if |, for convenience sake, can
recommend to committee Members to deal with
Engineering and Construction and Water Resources in
this same go-around. They tend to overlap in terms of
their responsibilities, and | make that recommendation
in any event.

M:. Chairman: Item 3. Engineering and Construction
(a) Administration: (1) Salaries, $546,400—pass; (2)
Other Expenditures, $248,700—pass; 3.(b) Technical
Services: (1) Salaries, $1,648,200—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures, $97,400—pass.

{3} Less: Recoverable from Other Appropriations,
$55,000—the Member for St. Norbert.

#4r. John Angus {St. Norbert): Is this recoverable from
the federal Government? What is this recoverabie from?

Ms. Enns: | am advised, Mr. Chairman, that in this case
it is recoverable from other departments. There are
other agreements though that are shareable by the
federal Government.

Mr. Chairman: Thatitem is passed. item 3.(c) Regionai
Engineering Services: (1) Salaries, $3,773,300—the
Member for Selkirk.

#irs. Gwen Charles {Selkirk): When you are speaking
of Regiona! Engineering Services, has any of this,
salaries or monies, gone into preliminary studies for
the Conawapa Dam?

#r. Enng: Mr. Chairman, none of these monies are in
any way related to the hydro development specifically
referred to by the Member, the Conawapa Dam. These
regional services relate to water and water related

problems and assisting the municipalities who request
engineering and survey and design information. There
are some requests from us from forestry for assistance.
We operate, for instance, among other things, two
substantial greenhouses. So they are all related to our
own governmental and/or municipal services when
called upon.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass—pass. Item 3.(c)(2)
Other Expenditures, $1,017,300—pass; (3) Less:
Recoverable from Other Appropriations, $325,000—
pass.

Resolution No. 107: RESOLVED that there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $6,951,300 for
Natural Resources, Engineering and Construction, for
the fiscal year ending the 31st day of March, 1990—
pass.

Item 4. Water Resources (a) Administration: (1)
Salaries, $395,700—the Member for Selkirk.

Mrs. Charles: Mr. Chairperson, there is no doubt that
it makes it difficult in asking questions on this budget
in that it was last year’s budget in every sense of the
word. Last year showed that in many parts of the
province, especially the southern agricultural area, how
limited we are in water resources. There have been
many issues that have resulted because of that. Can
the Minister indicate what the prognoses are for this
coming year at the given rate of snowfall that has
covered the land and what type of water supplies are
we looking for this spring and summer, given the current
trend right now?

Mr. Enns: The Member raises an important point. We
are encouraged at this time of the year by the fact that
we have better moisture conditions both in snowfall
and rain, | guess. My department is particularly pleased
that much of this snowfall and increased amounts of
snowfall are in northern Manitoba, which hopefully will
continue and will enable us to approach the coming
summer season with a greater degree of confidence
in terms of the overall fire situation which, even going
into the fall, was still considered critical by departmental
staff. We watch and monitor very carefully the amounts
of snowfall that are being recorded throughout the
province.

In general, all | can say is that | think a report from
the weather office has indicated that we are at this
particular time normal or indeed slightly above normal,
and that of course has not been the case for several
years running. We hope that will continue. The land
needs it.

Mrs. Charles: Let us hope the trend continues. We
do not want flooding this spring, which would be an
obvious consideration, given the fast winter that we
had, without much cover, and the deep frost | am sure
we have. If waters come and snow melts quickly this
spring, we could go into a flooding situation, but let
us consider the best continues.

I would ask the Minister if it is appropriate under
this general section to ask about such things as the
Assiniboine delta aquifer in this section. The Minister
indicates okay.
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| understand that the Minister has met with the
citizens groups out there, and they have formed a
committee that the citizens seem quite pleased with.
| appreciate the Minister’s attention to the concerns
of the residents, but an ongoing concern of the areas
seems to be circling around the fact that irrigation is
not taking place with full consideration for the impacts
it has on the water table itself.

| wonder if the Minister could update us on what
type of extended plans are going to take place to ensure
that irrigation licences are sought in all cases, that they
are approved for water quantities, that the times that
the irrigation takes place is restricted to hours where
there will be less evaporation, types of weather where
less evaporation will take place in times of low water
tables, and perhaps any other items that the Minister
could expound upon in order to catch us up to date
on the Assiniboine delta aquifer.

Mr. Enns: The Member touches on a point that is of
considerable concern to the department and this
particular division. We are the responsible Government
department that, on the one hand, is responsible for
and provides the licensing of, or the allocation of
available waters, as we do throughout the province.
When a commodity becomes scarce, as you would
expect, then the competition for the same increases
and its value increases.

The Member is correct that not so long ago | had
the occasion to meet with a group of concerned citizens
from that area. Part of the concern, of course, results
from a proposal that is before us to divert some waters
from the Assiniboine-Carberry aquifer to the Plumas
area, where for several years running now we have had
a critical water shortage.

| receive poignant letters from individuals who remind
me of the fact that they are, and have been, hauling
water not only for their cattle, but for their domestic
use as well for the last several years. The situation cries
out for some resolution. This department participated
with others in the proposal that we felt could relieve
that water-short area by a diversion of some waters
from the Carberry aquifer.

* (1510)

This met with considerable concern, as the Member
is well aware, of those citizens living on or near the
aquifer that felt that under these circumstances of
drought that they have experienced for the last several
years that under no circumstances should any waters
be diverted from that area to another area. They have
requested Government to seek alternative means of
supplying that area with water. | can report to committee
Members, that is precisely what is being undertaken
through the Department of Rural Development. An
engineering firm is at this time studying the matter
further and is scheduled to report, | understand
relatively soon.

In the meantime, this department is also the
department that provides the licences for the irrigators
that the Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles) responds
to. | am’ informed that all licensees are currently

operating within the conditions of their licence, and at
this time there are no specific complaints before the
department.

| must also advise Members of the committee that
we are however not, and refusing to license some 20
to 23 additional operations who are actually waiting
for this licensing approval. We just feel that under the
circumstances we have to take into consideration the
deep concern expressed by the different groups of
citizens on both sides of this question. It is really my
hope that the aquifer advisory or management group
that | indicated and am in the process of establishing,
| would hope within a relatively short period of time,
mid-February towards the end of February, we would
have that advisory board in place.

Officials of my department advise me that it has
proven out to be successful in other jurisdictions, all
too often implemented too late when it has become a
problem to such an extent that ground water is harder
and harder to obtain. We hope that we can, under the
advice of this advisory board, institute the kind of
conditions to existing licensees and future licensees
that will meet the general approval of the citizen in the
area and that will in the main also educate more people
in the area as to the nature of the resource.

There is skepticism quite frankly on the part of many
people who simply are not prepared to accept the advice
of outside experts. It has been pointed out to me that
outside experts, if proven wrong, only have their
opinions proven wrong. People living on the aquifer
may find themselves without water, and that carries
some weight with me. | am prepared, even though
find myself and certainly officials within the department
find themselves, between two kind of hard positions.
On the one hand, we have allowed and encouraged
indeed the development of wells with the prospect of
having them duly licensed, and we have now placed
a moratorium on them. | am working co-operatively
with the other Minister involved, principally the Minister
of Rural Development (Mr. Penner), the Minister of
Environment (Mr. Cummings) to try to resolve this issue.

A great deal of this issue will eventually be resolved
as we apply better management techniques to how we
treat our water resources in a complete way. By that
| mean that we do the necessary remedial work on
small creeks that are in the area to ensure that not all
is lost in the fast spring runoff, that we can demonstrate
that we are recharging the aquifer to the fullest extent
possible and indeed even maybe some, in the future,
larger works that would increase the flows of the
Assiniboine through that area that would increase the
level of confidence of people who could then sit down
and accept the kind of sharing of that resource within
the broader community.

Mrs. Charles: | would like to congratulate the Minister
and his department on slowing down this process and
the willingness to take a second look at it. | know |
differ with the NDP on this, but | do not think when
you are dealing with the importance of an aquifer that
if there is any doubt, you should rush ahead with it. |
appreciate that this Government has in this particular
case taken the time to give it a second look.
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| hope this engineering study that comes out will be
taken to the people and let them really know and
understand what the study says before it is imposed
upon them. Whether it be for them or against them
they should really participate in the study and
understand it before it goes through, because in
attending the hearings, the Environment hearings in
the area, it was very discouraging for the people there.

I could feel it myself in that we had a lot of your staff
stand up and explain scientifically what was happening
in the aquifer, and yet these people who live there and
can see theresults on a day-to-day basis, which always
did not seem to jive with what the so-called experts
were saying, trying to put their argument forward and
yet having no statistics or figures and comprehensive
studies to back up what they were saying. Yet they had
their history and their knowledge behind them which
should have had equal importance, but because of the
process system, were not able to hold the same weight.

They went away feeling not as participant in the
environmental hearing, and | appreciate that the
Minister has taken the time to go back to them and
allow them to have some input into what the Ministry
will be doing, and as well on the way | think educating
both sides, both the public and the department itself,
and hopefully come to an understanding.

My question to the Minister though is on the present
irrigation licences that are out there. What are the
monitoring methods on the irrigation licences out there?
Is there control on each irrigation pump that indicates
how much water is being used, and does someone
actually physically check the irrigation licence in order
to make sure that no more pumps have cropped up,
shali we say, under the one licence?

#ir. Enns: | appreciate what the Member is saying,
and certainly that very point has been brought to my
attention, that even under the given licensings and the
conditions attached thereto, the degree of supervision,
monitoring, in the minds of some citizens is less than
adequate, and the suggestion that there have been
breaches or illegal extensions to the licence in terms
of amounts and how that water is being used. { have
to believe that the department responds to specific
complaints when they are received. ! think there is
aiways room for improvement, particularly in this area.

Obviously it is not possible to have a staff person
from Water Resources sit on top or be in the proximity
of every well while it is pumping, and situations can
be abused. Experience has taught us that it becomes
a much more understood and controlled situation when
the local community is provided with a forum, in this
case the forum is the one that | have already referred
to—is there to immediately, at the local level, ensure
that they have a hand in formulating and in writing the
reguiations and the conditions and the licensings.

These kinds of concerns are brought to me: is water
being prudently used; is it necessary for them to use
the amounts that even they are currently licensed for;
should there not be restrictions put in place when we
enter into prolonged drought periods; should irrigation
take place, under certain circumstances, not at high
ncon because of the loss through evaporation?
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There are many modifications, refinements, to how
the precious resource water is used by irrigators that
people are legitimately questioning. | will be attempting
to make the to be formed acquifer advisory committee
very much aware that these are the kind of broad things
that | am looking for, their direct involvement.

We have staff monitoring the wells from time to time
on a fairly regular basis. More specifically, we simply
do not have the kind of staff to do more than to respond
when a specific complaint is received.

Mrs. Charles: There is no gauge then on the pump
for irrigation that you can tell how many litres, or
whatever the measurement would be, of water used
per season, or per whatever time frame you wished,
so you could regulate and at the very least know what
quantities these irrigators are using?

* (1520)

Mr. Enns: | am advised that many of them have, but
not all—I think despite the fact that we have had
irrigation in place for some time in Manitoba, but
irrigation has not been a big thing in Manitoba, and
as long as the question of availability of sourcing of
water there were not those kinds of pressures on how
that water was being used.

That is all changing and changing rapidly right now.
| think we will see a considerably sophisticated and in
some instances more restrictive but hopefully a more
prudent use of those water supplies that we have.

Mrs. Charles: | just find it strange that as | recall, and
correct me if | am wrong, but on the list of users of
a water resource irrigators are one of the lowest, if not
the lowest, on the levels of who gets to use the water
first.

In this drought year where many of the farmers for
agricultural purposes for feeding livestock were having
to dig deeper dugouts out there or remove their cattle,
especially when the irrigation pumps worked up, the
irrigators in this opportunity seemed to be overtaking
the usage of the agricultural purposes, which is contrary
to the listing that is within your department.

I guess | am just wondering whether gauging it would
not be more appropriate so you could at least have
some standard by which to say who has used so much
water, especially for the irrigators, that you could limit
them or at least have some indication of their need.

Further from that | also hear that in many cases as
their dugouts are going dry the irrigators are running
water into ditches, that they have overwatered so much
in some cases that it is running off. You can certainly,
as a farmer yourself, understand the anger it must give
you and certainly those people when they are having
to have their cattle search for water and the farm next
door is running water into puddles.

| am certain that does not happen all the time. | do
notmean to indicate that the irrigators areirresponsible.
That cannot be true for all of them for all times. Those
type of circumstances do not help any agreement on
an aquifer or any water usage when you have two people
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trying to work a living and one seeming to abuse and
the other trying to seek for that source and get adequate
levels of it.

Mr. Enns: | really cannot take issue with anything the
Member for Selkirk says. What it all points out to is
that after several successive years of drought we have
all become much more appreciative of water or
concerned about the amounts and indeed the lack of
it.

| am advised that to clarify an earlier question the
Member had, that it is now required from each licensee
to record the rate and total volume used throughout
the year. That is an annual drawdown that the user,
that licensee takes from the aquifer. | suspect that is
what | mean when | say that this is the first steps to
further regulation as to the use of water for the people
that are concerned, watching how this resource is being
used, that may not be good enough in the future, that
they will want to have more refined and more specific
regulations rather than simply recording the annual
drawdown of a particular well or licensee from the
aquifer.

What it does of course though, it provides the
department with the kind of information that gives us
the ability and the confidence to know what water
withdrawals are occurring from that aquifer. We also
have the kind of information as to the levels that it is
being recharged. That gives us overall management
capability of the aquifer on a year-to-year basis. It again
obviously, and | know what the Member refers to, does
not necessarily mean that there are not fluctuations
within the year that cause concern and would in my
judgment, could in some cases, be addressed.

In any event | am sincerely appreciative of my
Opposition Critic’'s, what | believe to be, extremely
responsible concerns, as she has expressed them. We
will hopefully be able to assist that community to
resolving their water problems.

It is a coin that has many sides. Many of these same
people are acutely aware that a processing operation
like the Carberry potato processing plant is extremely
important, as indeed is any economic activity in rural
Manitoba, and that these same irrigators who are
sometimes cast as the villain in the role, are faced with
the situation that unless they have sources of water to
use they are not getting the expanded contracts that
are available to fill the processors with the necessary
potato product, which in turn employs people in the
area, and | think is generally acknowledged as a very
important economic activity in the area. It all ties
together.

| recently had the opportunity of addressing the
annual meeting of the vegetable growers association
here in Winnipeg, and that point certainly was brought
home to me that at certain times we were importing
from out of province, potatoes, up to 12 percent and
15 percent of the volume of the plant required. That
did not leave anybody too satisfied either. Certainly we
had the capability of growing potatoes in Manitoba and
our producers are there and ready and willing to do
so, but in some instances, particularly in drought years,

they need the water to accomplish that, or we have
special opportunities in different parts of the province
that grow specialty crops that can only be grown with
irrigated water. They do not need a great deal of water.
We have a vegetable grower that grows the only Spanish
onions grown in western Canada, and we in effect supply
western Canada with western onions, but that sensitive
crop requires relatively small amounts of irrigation water
at a particular time in the growth of that crop or else
there is no crop.

* (1530)

Mr. Chairman | think the Honourable Member for St.
Norbert (Mr. Angus) is suggesting that | am now
beginning to filibuster my Estimates. Knowing that we
have unlimited time, | will cease and desist.

Mrs. Charles: Further to the same area, it is my
understanding that part of the problem in the Plumas
area is the fact that in past procedures that the diking
that has gone on, and in looking at the map there is
an intricate web of diking that has gone on in that
system to take away water in the springtime, perhaps
has caused a rerouting of water supplies and availability
of water come various seasons. | am just wondering
what work your department has done in looking into
the various strategies that can take into account the
channelling of water off the land and the diking and
rerouting it around into streams and running it off where
it could be saved and the channels could be culverted
so that you could maintain and retain some of that
water. Is there an equal amount of work going into the
Plumas areain how to keep the water thererather than
how to just bring water in from another source.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, just very generally there is
no question that we have for understandable reasons
in those years done a pretty good job of taking water
off the land and maybe too good of a job in many
instances. We have also taken a lot of other things off
the land, like trees and tree cover. That has created
problems for our wildlife. It has created problems for
our waterfowl management in terms of providing the
necessary sloughs and potholes for recovery of water
and retention of water. All of that has added to,
particularly again when under the stress of drought
years, the fact that we have lost some of the capability
of retaining water when it is there in the spring and it
has left us too quickly.

| am pleased to indicate that that is being understood
and we are changing the emphasis, have in fact in the
last several years, to enhance the opportunities of
retaining water in a variety of ways. In my budget this
year there will be monies for several hundreds of small
dam water retention projects. These are not Rafferty-
Alamedas. These are small structures of a few feet. In
some cases they are not a dam, they are simply
restricters that slow up the water from running off a
portion of the escarpment by three or four or five days,
but all that helps. The Member for Pembina (iir.
Orchard) can tell you about the kind of work that is
carrying on in some parts of his constituency.

We are quite frankly excited about some of the
additional emphasis that the department will be able
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to put in place with additional monies, not necessarily
all governmental monies, whether they come from
outside organizations such as Ducks Unlimited, the
greater availability of some funds from an agreement
that we have signed, that we refer to as the North
American Waterfowl Management Plan. Much of this
money is directed for specific reasons such as
enhancing waterfowl habitat, but it has a spinoff or a
subsidiary benefit of providing and maintaining more
water on the landscape. | think that is the direction
that we have to place our emphasis for the next decade.
Hopefully we will achieve a better balance, still have
the capacity to drain where required for modern
agriculture, but retain more of that water on the
landscape that will recharge our aquifers and generally
help drought proof our province.

Mrs. Charles: Has your department been able to
determine what amount of water in the Plumas area
could be redirected to stay on the land and what effect
that would have in replenishing the water supply, in
that perhaps that is the best long-term strategy, is to
make that area self sustainable rather than always
bringing in the neighbourhood benefits? We have to
look after ourselves in our own regions if we are going
to do proper land use and perhaps the type of farming,
the style of drainage, all theseitems could be redefined
over the next years to come in that the area could be
self-sustainable.

Perhaps past practices have not allowed for or
encouraged the farmers to farm the type of processing
that should be done for the land type and water
conditions. Also perhaps Government has been quick
to take water off in times when it has been wet, and
now when it is dry to pump water in and not look at
the long term and figure out what is the average
expectation for water in the area and proceed
accordingly from that.

#4z. Enns:. Mr. Chairman, | would have to make this
comment, that Mother Nature has not always fairly
distributed her resources throughout a region and we
have regions of the province where, for instance, the
ground water supply is not available. It is not potable,
it is very saline and we have substantial regions of
those kind. Other areas, because of their geography,
do not lend themselves well to the capture of the
amounts of water that are required in today’s business
of living and particutarly if it happens to be associated
with the heavier municipal industrialist use of water. in
generai, | do not take issue with it. | think that there
wili be policies within this department to retain what
water can be retained in a manageable way, recognizing
that we are not about to fill in the drainage works that
were built in the ‘60s and the early ‘70s. We just have
to manage them better and find those situations where
w2 can retain water.

Ali of this requires money, of course, and ! point out
to my honourable critics, both of them, that the increase
in this year’s budget is not really adding to the general
deficit of this province, and as such | could take this
occasion to call on their support.

Ms. Harry Harapiak (The Pas): Mr. Chairman, | am
pleased that the Minister would be speaking about this

subject at this time. It brings to mind one particular
subject that has been raised before, and that is one
that the department have put forward information, that
one of the projects that have the greatest return of
water retention project in Manitoba and | am speaking
about the project in the Duck Mountains. | recognize
that this year it was delayed because of the Clean
Environment Commission hearings but the hearings
have been completed and the commission has given
down the ruling that they approve of the project and
| am wondering if—and | recognize that this year’s
money is for all purposes spent—but is there any
consideration being given to support this project in the
coming year?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | want to assure the
Honourable Members that | like to build dams and |
have waited a long time to have the opportunity. You
know, all those years that | was in Opposition and the
Honourable Member was Government he might have
built a few of them but chose not too. Unfortunately
now | have come to the point where | maybe could
influence the building of a dam but it is now questionable
whether those things are environmentally appropriate
to build. | say this with some degree of jest.

| appreciate the Member’s comments on that specific
project. He is correct. It has been certainly identified
by our resource people as being a very plausible and
good program that is very high on the list of cost benefit
programs that the department looked at.

| can only assure the Member of this, that we are
now concluding the budget year of'89-90. My officials
and myself are currently, as the Member will recall—
even now we are a little late—working and putting
together final touches to the’90-91 budget.

I can only say to the Member that | have considerable
empathy for the particular project, and | understand
that the kind of monies that would be required to
commence with that project are the kind that | believe
that we ought to be able to find.

Mr. Harapiak: | hope there is no change of Minister
then, because the Minister last year assured me that
there was at least going to be money in the budget to
build a road into the site, but unfortunately he was
moved out of that position. In fairness, there was an
environmental hearing, so he could not proceed anyway.
| hope that some of that money can be used up this
year to build a road, and then there could be some
additional funds so that project could be staged. |
wanted to—

* (1540)

Mr. Enns: | cannot forego this opportunity to remind
the Honourable Member that he has a direct say in
whether you or | will be here for a little while.

Mr. Harapiak: | will pass on the opportunity to—Mr.
Chairman, there is one other project that | wanted to
bring to the Minister’s attention, and that is the Town
of The Pas has been drawing their water from the
Saskatchewan River for many years. That is not a
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dependable source of drinking water because of the
fluctuating level of the Saskatchewan River and the
greater percentage of the water being used by the other
provinces.

Just recently, there was a meeting held in The Pas,
which was organized by the Local Government District
of Consol who have an interest in starting up a water
co-op, The Pas Indian Band, the Manitoba Metis
Federation, on behalf of the Umpherville settlement,
and the Town of The Pas have also expressed an interest
of maybe forming a much larger co-op, and bringing
in water from Clearwater Lake.

This deals with licences, and | realize it would have
to take some further study, but this is a question that
has been looked at before. | am wondering if the
Minister is open to the suggestion of bringing water
from Clearwater Lake to those four jurisdictions.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, | would think that not having
had an opportunity of seeing the kind of overall costs
involved and not having seen any engineering data on
the project—but | can certainly express the view that
having an alternate source of water like Clearwater
Lake available to the community of The Pas and
surrounding users certainly is very fortunate for that
community. It would appear to be a source and a supply
that would be very attractive to them.

Rough indications are that we are talking about a
$4 million to $5 million project. It is a kind of a project
that would be undertaken by the Water Services Board
in terms of supplying and sourcing water for municipal
use.

| would think that the project would qualify for some
other federal governmental assistance, particularly with
the support and involvement of The Pas Indian Band
who have an appropriate and rightful claim to federal
sourcing for funds. So | think that the project is certainly
within the realms of possibility and doable.

I canreport to the Honourable Member that the mayor
of The Pas has been in direct contact, just in these
days, with officials of my department. We would play
a supportive role to Water Services and certainly would
not, in any way, want to do anything other than be
supportive of the project.

It seems to me that no matter how well we may, in
the future, control emissions, industrial emissions, into
the Saskatchewan River—not just by us but by
upstream plants in Saskatchewan—that it is prudent
for the mayor and the council of The Pas and our Indian
brothers and Metis cousins to look to this other source
for a future fresh and dependable supply of potable
water.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass—pass. Item 4.(a)(2)
Other Expenditures, $113,300—pass; 4.(b) Water
Licensing and Approvals: (1) Salaries, $525,900—pass;
(2) Other Expenditures, $26,300—pass; 4.(c) Water
Management: (1) Salaries, $1,459,800—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures, $274,500—pass; (3) Waterway
Maintenance, $3,820,000—pass; 4.(d) Hydrotechnical
Services: (1) Salaries, $1,143,500—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures, $836,900—pass; 4.(e) Regional

Management: (1) Salaries, $340,600—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures, $38,500—pass. 4.(f) Canada-Manitoba
Flood Damage Reduction Agreement: (1) Salaries,
$43,900—pass; (2) Other Expenditures, $88,600—pass.

Resolution No. 108: RESOLVED that there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $9,107,500 for
Natural Resources, Water Resources, for the fiscal year
ending the 31st day of March, 1990—pass.

Item 5 is Parks. Item 5.(a) Administration: (1) Salaries,
$519,100—the Member for The Pas.

Mr. Harapiak: Mr. Chairman, are park fees scheduled
to be increased in the 1990 year?

Mr. Enns: There will be no general increase proposed
in the parks fees for'90-91.

May | just take a moment to introduce our Parks
Director, Mr. Gordon Prouse, and with him again Mr.
Harvey Boyle from Regional Services whom you are
familiar with.

Mr. Harapiak: | wonder if | could ask the Minister how
much additional revenue was generated from the
introduction of the seniors entrance and camping fees
last year.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, not that we do not want to
disclose that amount but our administrative officer will
search for that. Maybe prior to the adjourning this
afternoon we will have that figure for him. | just do not
have it at the top of my head.

Mr. Harapiak: | do not imagine it is going to amount
to be that much money, and | was very surprised.

| recognize that the Government was scratching for
every source available for funding, but | think that is
one area that should have been looked at a little more
carefully. | think the seniors have made a great
contribution to this country. | think that many of them
were restricted from enjoying camping because of the
fact that there was an entrance fee for them. | would
hope that the Minister responsible for Seniors (Mr.
Downey) and the Minister of Natural Resources (Mr.
Enns) would get together and look at the possibility of
eliminating that, because | think if you look at other
jurisdictions most of the other jurisdictions in Canada
are not charging their seniors to frequent their parks.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, just to put on the record, it
should be remembered that there is no park entry fee
for seniors and we continue to provide reduced rates
for camping and for golfing, roughly speaking 50 percent
of the regular fee. That does not take away the fact
that their fees were increased somewhat this past year.
A number of them took the time to let me know that
they did not appreciate it.

Mr. Harapiak: Did you say that there was nc enirarnce,
because | was under the impression that there was an
entrance fee introduced this year?

Mr. Enns: No, there is, Mr. Chairman, just to be clear
on that, there is no park entry fee for seniors.
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now, and | believe that it is not working up to
specifications, so really it requires a new facility.

One of the questions in that area is where is this
Government in dealing with the difficult question of
park residents in Clearwater Lake?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Chairman, the Park administration has,
as they have in the past, raised that issue with me
shortly after | assumed the ministry. We had in fact
hoped to introduce the necessary measure that would
introduce some measure where permanent residents
in parks pay a fair share of the taxation burden that
is imposed on the local community or LGD. It was my
hope to have in place a program whereby a minumum
of $500 would be applicable to all permanent residents
of parks -(interjection)- arbitrary if you like, but
nonetheless a fairer contribution to the tax load to the
local Governments.

(Mr. Edward Helwer, Acting Chairman, in the Chair)

It was necessary to amend The Parks Act. | am
advised to do that. That advice came to me just
relatively recently, and it is doubtful now, under the
pressures that we face in this particular Session,
whether that will be proceeding forward for this coming
year. Nonetheless, the indications that | have given are
clearly that this Government wishes and will do
something about it.

* (1600)

We also wish to include, not only park residents, but
all park properties and structures, including lease
properties, under the overall reorganization of property
assessment that is and will be occurring with the
implementation of The Assessment Act that this
Legislature has just passed. We are working in
reasonably close liaison with assessment people of the
Government to bring that about. We were prepared,
because we do not have that assessment in place, it
would take us a two- to three-year period to gather
that information, as an interim measure, to introduce
this $500 flat fee that would at least acknowledge what
communities and community leaders have been bringing
to our attention, not just to this Government, to
preceding Governments for some time.

Mr. Harapiak: | was a Member of Government who
was willing to deal with that difficult subject, and it is
unfortunate that it was overlooked, that we had to
change the Act. | thought that it would be in place by
now. There has been tremendous pressure within that
community to bring those people in under some kind
of a system. Quite often, the people who are permanent
residents are called freeloaders. They want to pay their
fair share, but there is no process in place now where
they can.

I know that it is not going to be a popular decision
when the Government does decide to do it. | know that
during the last election, the mayor, who was a candidate
for your Party, and myself, both lost that poll because
of the fact that | was a Member of Government who
was moving in that direction to deal with the subject,
and he was also pursuing it as the mayor of the adjacent

community. That is the one poll that the Liberals did
win in The Pas constituency. They did win one poll in
that constituency.

Mr. Acting Chairman, it is not going to be a popular
decision to make, but | think it is the right decision to
make. | would hope that the Government would have
the courage to come forward with it as quickly as
possible.

Mr. Enns: | accept the Member’'s comments. | am
pleased to have them on the record. | know that staff
will appreciate that at least there is support for the
measure, and hopefully we will be able to move in that
direction as quickly as possible.

Mr. Darren Praznik (Lac du Bonnet): | have a couple
of questions, Mr. Minister, for you and your staff. One
of them has to deal with the operation of the Can Am
Trail in the eastern part of Manitoba.

First of all, | would like to start off by just thanking
you and your officials for their co-operation in dealing
with the various snowmobile groups out of Lac du
Bonnet and Pinawa district in developing that trail
system, and the assistance you provided, particularly
with the connection to the border.

One concern that | have, and | wanted to raise it
today because your staffis present. | understand there
has been some difficulty in dealing with Manitoba Hydro,
who have not been willing to allow passage of the
marked trails on Hydro lands. That has created some
difficulties because the lands have been used, et cetera.
| would hope that your staff would work with those
people and Hydro in correcting that problem, because
it has led to some situations of dangerous areas not
being marked, et cetera. | hope | could have that
commitment.

Mr. Enns: Yes, that has been brought to my attention
as well by some of the user groups themselves. | thank
the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik)
for raising the question. | understand, and | am sure
he understands, that the thorn or the problem seems
to be a liability question. They have asked, and in fact
they have approached the department, to see whether
or not we could not somehow blanket cover them with
the insurance capability that the province has.

(Mr. Parker Burrell, Acting Chairman, in the Chair)

The difficulty is, | am informed, that we do not really
have insurance. We are, in fact, self-insured. | would
be hopeful that we could convene, and | have asked
the chairman of Manitoba Hydro to see whether or not
he cannot find some ways of overcoming this particular
problem. It seems a natural, in many ways, that these
cleared areas provide the kind of terrain that particularly
lend themselves to this activity.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Minister, | thank you for that. My main
concern, and | raise it today because so many of your
staff are in one place that it makes it easy to do it and
to get that message, is primarily the problem with Hydro
at the present time not allowing the marking of trails
on their property. You have areas that are Crown land
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and marked, a stretch of Hydro in-between, and then
Crown land and marked, the consequence being that
dangers on those trails are not marked, because Hydro
will not allow the marking, so you have a greater
potential for any kind of accident.

I think it is going to take some co-operation at the
bureaucratic level amongst departmental people and
people in Hydro, and | raise this today simply because
so many of the staff are here.

Mr. Minister, | note the comment by the Member for
St. Norbert (Mr. Angus), and | noted his previous
comment about who won the poll in The Pas. | am glad
to see the Member for The Pas (Mr. Harapiak), and his
Party and our Party are always prepared to deal with
serious issues, and that there are those who cater to
everybody—but beside the point.

Mr. Acting Chairman, my next question is one of
some criticism for your department, and that has to
deal with operations, particularly in Nopiming Park, and
the policy dealing with outfitters, operators and tourist
operators. | know there is a specific case that we have
had a meeting on and some discussions on, and | do
not think this is the forum to raise it.

What concerns me is the general principle, when we
have your department with authority in the parks, and
the Department of Tourism in promoting visitors to come
to our province, promoting our tourist trade, when we
do not seemto have, often, co-ordination between those
two departments, and even in your department, letters
going out on one hand to operators inviting them to
discuss future operations in parks, and then on the
other, decisions being made, saying there will be no
future development. | think we have to get our act
together as a Government, and the two departments
involved have to get their acts together in dealing with
cperators.

The biggest frustration | get in my riding—and
granted there are always some who will abuse the rules,
i do not deny that—is that they get told different
messages, at different times, often, at the same time
from different people in different departments. | think
wereallyowe it to thosepeople to get our act together.
it has not just been a problem in the last year or two.
I think it has been one that has existed since we have
had a Department of Natural Resources and a
Department of Tourism with that joint responsibility.

! would appreciate your comments, Mr. Minister?

Mr. Enns: Mr. Acting Chairman, | am of course not in
a position to comment about what the difficulties in
this area were in the past. | acknowledge that when
there are overlapping responsibilities at any time, here
is always the opportunity for mixed signals going out
to the generai population.

| also remind, and it has been my experience as wel}
that the clients have a habit sometimes, | should not
say habit, but on occasion work the system both ways
hopefully i their advantage and | accept that. That is
fair game, you know, from their point of view.

(Mr. Neil Gaudry, Acting Chairman, in the Chair)

I have to indicate that my staff people tell me they
are particularly pleased with the relatively recent

changes in the senior management at Tourism. | am
referring specifically to the Deputy Minister, Mr. Paul
Robson, who has in the months that he has been on
board, developed a good rapport with our people.
Hopefully, some of the difficulties the Member alludes
to will diminish and will be able to be handled in a way
that is more acceptable to constituents of his that have
difficulty.

* (1610)

I invite the Member to keep bringing incidents to my
or senior staff’s attention. Although, | know that
invitation is hardiness, for if there is one Member in
the Legislature today who does not hesitate to bring
a concern of his constituents to the attention of this
Minister or indeed any other Minister, it is the current
Member for Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik).

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Any more
questions? The Honourable Member for Selkirk.

Mrs. Charles: Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): | thought you
were surrendering.

Mrs. Charles: You would have to have a fight in order
to surrender and | do not want to get into the fight.
The Parks policy, for the province, as | think the Member
for Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik) was mentioning really
does not seem to be definable.

We have wilderness parks and parks that we can
mine in, and we can do almost everything in. We have
small parks, we have medium-sized parks, we have
tourism parks. | am wondering if there are various
standards of parks and if perhaps, the Minister could
or the staff could give me the overview of what the
definitions of parklands are at some time.

| feel at times that—I think the most continual problem
I have given to me by constituents and by all Manitobans
is that—1 seem to get a lot of people from the
Beausejour area into my constituency office, and | do
notknowwhy that would be the case, but they do come
over—in the summertime, when parks are more in use,
the climate of the parks is more for partying than it is
for enjoyment of parks.

| believe there have been some efforts over the years
to cut down on the rowdyism, but there is still somehow
in Manitoba, because we sell them through tourism
that you go there and have fun. We are not selling parks
for what it should be, enjoyment of the environment,
but just enjoyment of a lifestyle. That usually ends up
being the enjoyment of partying and drinking too much
and putting the music on too loud. | think that is very
unfortunate so perhaps, | am just leaving it over for
the Minister to comment on his policy on parklands
and perhaps, his philosophy on where a park should
go to in the province.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Acting Chairman, | think that in our
Manitoba Parks plan, and we have a Parks plan, we
can honestly say that we can virtually accommodate
the fullest and the widest range of use that individual
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Manitobans, visitors, tourists, would hope to experience
in a park and that varies widely. One group’s concept
of enjocyment in a park is to be accompanied with a
ghetto blaster and case a of 24, hot sun and close
proximity to a beach. Another one’s, of course, is to
enjoy the pristine wilderness of nature and the
environment, maybe a lake that is virtually—in which
he or she or the party that happens to be on it are
the only ones on it and enjoying a bit of quiet fishing.

What | am trying to say is that | do not suggest and
| am pleased that | have not inherited, nor am |
responsible for a kind of rigid concept of what |, as a
Government, or what senior bureaucrats believe ought
to be a park and how visitors and more importantly
Manitobans ought to behave in that park. We have
different experiences available to them in different
parks.

Wehave the wilderness park where we exclude totally
the use of mechanized vehicles, for instance, that are
available to the serious canoeist or skier. | am referring
to Atikaki. We have on the other hand, parks that are
generally and truly multiuse, such as our Whiteshell
Park, where many regions of the park still offer virtually
total wilderness experiences but at the same time where
those who enjoy a more organized recreation can find
itin the different facilities that are available throughout
that park.

Wehaveparks, particularly those that are more closer
to our urban setting such as the Birds Hill Park, that
can accommodate what has become a practice in the
late ‘60s and the ‘70s, that is the large musical festivals
of one kind or the other or indeed simply large
extended-family reunions or religious gatherings. They
have been accommodated within our park system, such
as the visit of the Pope some years ago, which we were
able to accommodate in our park system.

So there is an extremely wide range of opportunities
within the park system. We have and | hope that we
will continue to, perhaps in a more sophisticated way,
look at how some of the resources of those parks can
be shared for other uses.

| know the Member referred to specifically that in
some instances we allow certain levels of logging,
mining, harvesting of rice. | am hopeful that in the first
instance the level of these activities that have been
allowed have not been injurious to the environment of
the parks involved and more importantly we are
undergoing that kind of review right now.

We announced yesterday, the all-encompassing
review in the developing and strategy of forests and
that is not inclusive of simply the consumptive user,
that is the logging company or the major pulp and
paper companies, that specifically will deal as well with
the recreational requirements of our forests. It is quite
likely that as a result of these reviews, the refinements
of policies, we will re-examine the kind of policies in
this instance that apply to forests and how they ought
to be applied in the future in our park system.

| am not at all apologetic about the kind of park
system that we have. In fact, | think it is geared to
provide the broadest appreciation by the general

population and not to be exclusive to anybody. For
those who enjoy the partying that goes on in our parks,
I think there is a responsibility on us, and it is a heavy
responsibility, to keep some control of it. We spend a
considerable amount of our resources doing precisely
that. On the other hand, we also certainly provide and
are pretty careful with our zoning regulations, and so
forth, so we can provide the quiet cottaging experience
that many, many Manitobans enjoy.

We have maintained green spaces in our park system,
have resisted temptation to overload by additionai
cottaging, very often at the regret of segments of our
population who think, gee, that lake really could carry
another 40 or 50 cottages. We feel that would be
extending the particular lake in question. We have
aggressively, quite frankly—well, aggressively is perhaps
too strong a word—opened up the sale of recreational
land on Crown land other than parks in the hopes that
this will offer additional opportunities for recreation of
this kind for more and more of our Manitobans.

Mrs. Charles: It has been one of my regrets that |
have not had the opportunity to have a lot of experience
in enjoying the many parks of Manitoba. My family is
from southern Ontario, and the only holidays we have
been able to afford in the past is to camp down and
meet with them and then camp back. So most of my
experience of camping has been through Ontario.

* (1620)

The limited amount of experience | have had camping
in Manitoba does not measure up to the quality of
parks that | have experienced. | think we have almost
hit everyone from here to Toronto. The quality of parks
they have in Ontario is excellent. You are in there, you
are welcomed by volunteers shortly after you arrive,
you are invited to go down, quite often, to an
amphitheater and enjoy the programming. It is quiet.
Noise is the exception in those parks. | cannot really
say that | have had the similar experience in Manitoba.
| have heard experts who have worked for the parks
program in Ontario compare it to what we have in
Manitoba. We are sorely lacking. | suspect a lot of it
is lack of funding rather than dedication of the staff
or the various Ministers to that.

Even with the Minister’s reassurance that we have
so many variables in our parklands, if you drive out of
Winnipeg, it is very hard to find a beach where you
are not going to find the party atmosphere there. The
opportunity to enjoy nature is something that is not
immediate to people in the area. You have to really
backpack to find it, it seems like, which is unfortunate
in a province with so few people. We seem to use all
our available beaches just for the shear enjoyment of
people instead of the enjoyment of the environment.

| would hope that perhaps more of a focus could be
put in the parks program and to programming the
people themselves into enjoying what is there rather
than enjoying what they have brought there. | hope
that could be a focus for this Government and all future
Governments. We have so few available parks. We are
taking some out and not replacing them with, in all
cases, new parks. We are behind the numbers that
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Mr. Praznik: Mr. Acting Chairman, | have a couple of
brief comments. | thank the indulgence of the two other
Members at the committee here today from the other
Parties to allow me to go first in order to make a
meeting.

My question for the Minister has some specific
elements to it and some general ones; the general rose
out of the specific. Sometime ago, last fall, it was
brought to my attention in the Local Government District
of Alexander that the Crown Lands Branch wanted to
subdivide some Crown land in the Silver Falls area.
On approaching the LGD of Alexander, which is the
local municipal authority, | received a host of complaints
locally and from the new councillors in that area and
raised the matter with yourself and Mr. Golden from
the department. | received in early December, to my
satisfaction, a letter from you, indicating the matter
had been put on hold. | understand that is its present
status.

What concerns me though is the operation of the
local officials of the department out in the area. In my
conversations with the LGD of Alexander, this matter,
as | understood it, was to be put on hold. | had
requested that the local government district, in adopting
their planning, make the decision as to how they would
like to see that area develop. | get reports back
continually from members of council there that it is
almost as if the department, although they know it is
on hold and want them to make the decision, is pushing
to see that property developed.

| am a little concerned about that, Mr. Minister, as
you can appreciate. That obviously should be a decision
that is made locally, particularly given the number of
back lots that are available along the Winnipeg River.
| raise that because your staff is here. | would hope
that messages could get down to the departmental
level. That should be a decision of the LGD without
the kind of continued persuasive arguments that are
made by departmental officials.

Mr. Enns: Mr. Acting Chairman, | of course recall a
couple of the specific incidences that the Member for
Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik) raises. As he himself has
noted, at his request we have responded in a manner
that he desired, insist that we put the matter on hold
and not proceed further until such time that the local
elected officials in their planning for the area can have
their input into the matter.

| want to assure him that a) the comments he now
makes have been received as information that we have
no difficulty with. The department, understandably, from
time to time has requests for—we get quite an isolation
from other groups, in this case the LGD involved that
inquire or make inquiries—the use of and the sale of
Crown recreational land. | want to assure the
Honourable Member that there is no push, as he puts
it, from the department. If indeed the Member has that
impression, | suspect that his comments now being
transmitted directly to the director of lands will confirm
that we have no hidden agenda that moves this along.
We are prepared and anxious to co-operate with the
LGD. We will leave the matter precisely that way.

Mr. Praznik: Mr. Acting Chairman, | do not want to
leave the impression that | think there is any hidden

agenda. | just think we have some very overzealous
peoplein the region. The impression they have conveyed
to the LGD after receiving a copy of the Minister’s letter
put on hold was that there was still a great deal of
personal support among staff for that kind of
development. That has been expressed in their
discussions. | would not say improperly, but certainly
| would hope that decisions that are made at the top
level in the department are respected entirely at the
local level.

Why | raise this issue in the general sense is with
respect to Crown land policy in the Lee River area and
the Lac du Bonnet area and the east side of the
Winnipeg River. As the Minister is well aware, there is
a fair bit of Crown land, pieces recently been sold after
some very lengthy negotiations with developers in that
area. | would like to commend the staff who worked
on that agreement. It took a great deal of work; it was
new ground for the department. | think that will prove
to be an effective policy.

My concern is the reports that | am getting from
councillors in the Lac du Bonnet area—again as they
develop their planning for that particular part of their
municipality—about an impression they have. Again,
these things are very difficult to deal with, because they
are not often on paper but in the dealings with
departmental staff, of an urgency to see a lot more
Crown land put up for a cottage lot division in that
area. What of course | am somewhat concerned about
it is that there are a lot of lots either developed in that
Lee River area now or about to be developed. There
is obviously a strain on infrastructure and resources
as we work toward a new Winnipeg River bridge and
Lee River road reconstruction, et cetera. The concern
that | expressed is not that there should not be
development, but that it has to keep in pace with the
ability to develop infrastructure and the ability of the
market.

| would hope that in dealing with municipalities we
do not see an overzealous approach in putting land
up for development quickly when there may not be the
market quite yet, or when the infrastructure is not there.
So again, not something that | can come with a specific
letter of policy but more in line with the kind of
impressions that are being left with municipal people.
So | would again appreciate if departmental staff could
ensure that we are in fact not moving toward dumping
or making available large pieces of Crown land for
cottage lot development when the market may not be
ready to bear it, nor the infrastructure, Mr. Minister.

Mr. Enns: Well, Mr. Acting Chairman, allow me to make
it very clear to the Honourable Member that, while |
think we are legitimately responding to some pent-up
demand, if | may say so, for availability of some of this
Crown land for private development, a policy | am sure
that he is in touch with, we have no desire to, in doing
so, do it in an unplanned and disorderly way that would
create the kind of problems for local or municipal
Governments of the nature that he describes.

(Mr. Chairman in the Chair)

| perhaps should take it as a compliment, the Minister
and the staff, that when the Member now has on two
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kinds of suggestions coming through this process. |
can inform the Honourable Member that the meeting
scheduled for the discussion on forestry strategy will
be meetingin The Pas on February 26 at seven o’clock
at the Wescana Inn, that is if the strike is no longer
going on, | suppose.

| am very serious, because among other things, we
have and we acknowledge, although we have had a
modest program available, but we have not done a
great deal to encourage the wood lot, you know, farming
in southern Manitoba. With agriculture facing the
difficulties that they have, with President Bush’s
announcement of increasing the subsidy support for
wheat by 60 percent, we really have to start looking
at offering some other alternatives for some of our
southern prime land.

Quite frankly, turning it back so that wildlife can
flourish on it, that trees may grow on it, will become
an attractive alternative in some instances and if, in
the North, the concern is for availability for some Crown
lands that are suitable to the practice of silviculture,
we will look at it. This is an open and enlightened
Ministry that will look at all possible and commendable
suggestions.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass— pass; item 6.(a)(2)
Other Expenditures $26,200—pass; (b) Crown Lands
Administration (1) Salaries $734,300—pass; (b)(2) Other
Expenditures $182,600—pass; (c) Regional
Management (1) Salaries $318,000—pass; (c)(2) Other
Expenditures $87,800—pass; (d) Crown Lands Registry
(1) Salaries $233,000—pass; (d)(2) Other Expenditures
$183,000—pass.

(e) Northern Development Agreement - Provincial -
Wild Rice (1) Salaries 0 and (2) Other Expenditures 0 —
the Honourable Minister.

Mr. Enns: If | might just indicate to Honourable
Members for their own information that this activity of
the department has been transferred to the Department
of Northern Affairs.

* (1700)

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass—pass.

Resolution No. 110: RESOLVED that there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding 1,856,600 for
Natural Resources Lands for the fiscal year ending the
31st day of March, 1990—pass.

What is the will of the committee? The hour being
5 p.m., committee rise.

* (1500)
SUPPLY—EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Neil Gaudry): Would the
Committee of Supply come to order, please.

This section of the Committee of Supply has been
dealing with the Estimates of the Department of
Education.

We are on item 5. Post-Secondary, Adult and
Continuing Education and Training. 5.(c) Red River
Community College, Salaries, $28,387,800—the
Honourable Minister.

Hon. Leonard Derkach {Minister of Education and
Training): Mr. Acting Chairman, now that we have
finally gotten to the Estimates, | would indeed like to
put a few comments on the record with regard to some
allegations that were made just recently by the Member
for—where is he from, Inkster?—with regard to
Winnipeg 1 and the capital building programs in
Winnipeg No. 1 School Division. First of all | would like
to indicate, because there have been several questions
asked regarding capital facilities throughout these
Estimates, | would like to indicate that the topic of
Margaret Scott School has been one that has been
before us now for some days.

Mr. Acting Chairman, the Liberals, { do not know
where they are coming from, because one day they
are asking us to build schools—

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Order, please.
The item that the Minister is discussing right now is
not before committee. Is it the wish of the committee
to proceed? Proceed. The Honourable Member for
Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Iva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek): | will proceed. Mr.
Acting Chairperson -(interjection)- Who has the floor?

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): The Honourable
Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: Thank you. | would like to ask some questions
about the allegations that were made.- (interjection)-
We did say no.

An Honourable Member: Who said ‘‘yes” louder?
POINT OF ORDER

An Honourable Member: On a point of order, Mr.
Acting Chairman.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): On a point of
order? We need unanimous consent, and we have not
got it.

An Honourable Member: Yes.
The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): No, we have not.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, are you ruling that
there was not consent for me to continue with putting
some information on the record? These are questions
that have been asked. We have allowed them to be
asked in previous questions regarding the public
schools in this province.

Mr. Acting Chairman, | had indicated that | did not
have all the information, that | would provide it at my
earliest convenience. | have that information now and
| know it goes back to what we had allowed before in
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management, that vice-presidents would have the
opportunity and indeed would be encouraged very
strongly to attend those kinds of racial sessions that
would teach them how to conduct themselves, how to
do what was proper, how to ensure that they understood
what was proper and what was not.

{Mr. Edward Helwer, Acting Chairman, in the Chair)

Mr. Acting Chairman, | do not condone any kind of
racial slur, especially in our institutions. | think it is
disgusting, | think it is distasteful. | think that an
institution such as the education institution should show
leadership. Therefore when matters of this nature, these
serious matters, and | do not think anybody in this
House would condone that kind of action, when matters
of this nature come to our attention, we take the most
appropriate and the most proper action at our disposal.
If, after this investigation, it is deemed necessary to
launch into some compulsory programming to ensure
that staff that work for Government, to ensure that
staff that work for our community colleges, know what
is proper, know how to conduct themselves, then we
will do that.

* (1510)

Mr. Acting Chairman, | cannot tell you whether in
fact the comments that were alleged in the letter of
complaint that | received have any substance to them
until such time that an investigation has been
conducted. There is a proper procedure to do that,
and we are following that procedure to the best of our
ability. | have not heard any complaints about the
process that we are following, but if the Member for
Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo) is asking me to intervene
and to act before that investigation is complete, then
| think that is inappropriate. | do not think that is the
proper way to conduct ourselves as Government or as
legislators.

The matter is before us. The formal complaint has
been laid. | do not think | want to go out to the world
and indicate who has made the complaint, the nitty-
gritty of the complaint, what kinds of comments were
made, whether they were laughed at or not. The matter
is serious enough for people not to be hurt any more,
whether they are the victims, or whether they are in
fact the people that have allegations against them.

Yes, we want to erase this kind of conduct. We want
to erase this kind of action from all of our institutions
to ensure that we in this province can live with one
another in harmony and understanding, and so that
there is no discrimination of people who may want to
enter any kind of a work experience or a workplace,
whether they are constructors, whether they are
managers, whether they are students or whether they
are just ordinary citizens.

Mr. Acting Chairman, since we have come to
Government, we have indeed taken a pro-active
approach to all of this. Yes, there are going to be—
and | indicate this very openly—times when this is going
to occur. When it does, we have to be in a position to
be able to'react. | might also indicate that our
community coiieges, by and large, have been pro-active
in ensuring that there are some cross-cultural
awareness programs.

KCC, as a case in point, is ensuring that because
of the mix of people in there that they are taking a
very pro-active approach to cross-cultural awareness
programs in that area. That is just not sufficient for
that area, Mr. Acting Chairman, it has to be done
throughout.

Yes, this is a very serious matter. Yes, | think that it
is important that we act on it immediately, but | do not
think that it should become a matter for us to debate
in this House, especially when the investigation is going
on, especially whenweknowthat this is a very emotional
issue, and especially when it could, as a matter of fact,
interfere with the logical and the appropriate measures
that are being taken by us in our department.

Mrs. Yeo: | have never heard anythirg so ridiculous
in my life as some of the comments that were made,
some of the allegations that were made, some of the
motives that were imputed, and | did not stand up on
points of order—absolutely ridiculous.

At no time did | suggest to the Minister that he hang
and quarter anybody or intervene in that light. | asked
a simple question. Have the managerial staff, have the
administration, attended these cross-cultural seminars?
That is all | asked him. He stands up for 15 minutes
and regurgitates old facts—absolutely ridiculous.

I would like to ask the Minister, and | think it is a
fair question in light of the fact that it is not just one
instance of allegation. | meanwe had last year a dreadful
racial slur occurring there, and they tried to cover that
up, and sooth that over and create these rhetoric types
of things that will address this situation, and obviously
they are not working. | think it is a logica!, legitimate
question to ask this particular Minister.

He talks about, in his response to my question,
interfering with the autonomy of the college. | suggest,
and | think | am not alone in this, that there is no
autonomy at the college. The college comes directly
under the thumb of the Minister of Education (Mr.
Derkach). | cannot go and meet with Mr. Ray Newman,
the president of the community college. No, | cannot,
because the Minister or his designate has to be there
to screen what we ask this individual.

| asked legitimate questions and | did not get
legitimate answers—not that | am surprised. | could
also go into an explanation on his diatribe last night
in the hall. There was no setup at all. Our meeting was
over. People were leaving and the Minister happened
to come out of the House. | mean, we were not standing
there waiting. This Minister, Mr. Acting Chairman, is so
paranoid, it is sad. It is sad to the point of being
somewhat tragic.

I will ask the Minister if the managerial people, all
of them, if all of the vice-presidents, if the president
of the community college has actually attended, if the
ADM has attended, one of these cross-cultural
sessions? | would also like to know who initiated the
investigation. What is its legal status? Is it public? Who
is going to be doing the questioning and who is going
to be questioned? | think those are legitimate, fair
questions.

| am totally consistent with our previous statements
on teachers who have been charged with sexual abuse.
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College within that community to ensure that we were
addressing the needs of the community.

it gives us some concern that the air base is going
to be closing and that there are going to be job losses
there and there are going to be requirements for
retraining. In addition, we are seeing new industry move
into the area and that gives us hope of employment,
and also a need to train people.

So for those reasons we met with the Advisory
Council, they met in turn with Red River Community
staff. As | said, a needs assessment was conducted in
conjunction with the people from the community, and
since that time we have offered a permanent manager
for the area in the name of Janet Henstock, and this
again is not a term position any longer, it is a permanent
position so that also ensures that there is some
permanency to the delivery of programs in the Portage
area.

Mrs. Yeo: It is my understanding that the current
President of Red River Community College—this was
an interim appointment. | am wondering how much
longer he is expected to retain that particular position
and would hope that when a search is done for a new
president that there will be very stringent criteria and
a very careful search by a wide cross-section of
individuals because, as many have indicated, not just
this particular Member, but many have indicated, there
is a need for innovation. Other community colleges
across the country operate in a much different sort of
a way, and | would hope that there would be a careful
search done when the time comes.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, when the former
president of Red River Community College left we were
in a situation where we needed to have some continuity
at the college because we had just formed Government
at that time. Indeed, there were some changes that
needed to be made, and we needed someone who
understood the college and had some management
ability.

Because of that situation, we asked Mr. Ray Newman
to be acting president for the college for that period
of time. Later we decided we needed that continuity
for a longer period of time and we named Mr. Ray
Newman as permanent president, if you like, of Red
River Community College. Since that time, Mr. Newman
has assisted us in the College Governance Committee,
he has brought his expertise to that committee, and
indeed we are thankful that he did stay with us during
that time.

Mr. Newman has indicated his intention to retire. He
has served the college for many years in a very
commendable fashion and indeed the job search wili
begin for a new president. As with all our senior staff
the job search will be Canada-wide. It will be one where
we are going to use indeed a very thorough screening
process to ensure that the individual that we select for
Red River Community College will be one who can fill
the shoes of the retiring president and can indeed assist
us in the development of the college in the future.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Helwer): We are dealing
with the Red River Community College. Shall the item

pass—pass; that was the salaries $23,387,800; (2) Other
Expenditures, $6,872,900—pass; (3) Less: Recoverable
from Other Appropriations, $413,000—pass.

(d) Assiniboine Community College: (1) Salaries
$7,406,400—the Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: There was some concern raised re
Assiniboine Community College with the Child Care
Worker Il course in the ability to obtain sufficient
practicum spaces. Can the Minister advise how that is
progressing?

Mr. Derkach: Yes. To that question, there have been
sufficient spaces obtained for the practicum and indeed
the program is going very well.

Mrs. Yeo: How many students are enrolled in that
particular program at this time?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, maybe | could
ask the Member to proceed with another question. Staff
are just coming down, and | will have that information
as quickly as | can.

Mrs. Yeo: | wrote a letter to the Deputy Minister re
the BUNTEP program. Is Assiniboine Community
College, if you will, the broker for the BUNTEP program?

Mr. Derkach: | can indicate that the letter is going
back to the Member for Sturgeon Creek as of today,
and the BUNTEP program is being delivered from
Brandon University, not Assiniboine Community College.

* (1530)

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): Mr. Acting Chairperson,
| have a couple of questions really that relate to the
operations of all the colleges, and | realize that—the
Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach) is pointing at my
snack food. | checked the list of ingredients on this.
There is no food in this, | can assure the Minister.

Mr. Acting Chairperson, could the Minister table, for
our information, the programs that are offered off
campus for Red River Community College, Assiniboine
Community College and Keewatin Community College?
Could he particularly reference the operations of the
regional offices of Red River in Selkirk and Winkler
and perhaps as well give us an indication of the courses
that are being offered through the Parkland Campus
of the Assiniboine Community College?

While that is being prepared—and | do not expect
that in the next few minutes, as long as that information
would be forwarded to myself and the Member for
Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo), if she is interested. | think
that would be sufficient.

| would just like to offer my apologies to many of
the branches in the Department of Education who are
going to get very short scrutiny this year because of
the very limited time we have to deal with Education
Estimates. In fact, last year we spent some 40 hours
reviewing the Estimates of the department. This year
| thought we had an agreement to spend approximately
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10 because there are so many departments to be
reviewed.

So | just leave that on the record. It is not because
of lack of interest certainly on my part and | do not
believe on the part of the Member for Sturgeon Creek,
but there are many other issues that need to be
addressed over the remaining Estimates period. So if
| could just have that information in due course.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | am prepared to
give that information out right now. First of all, let me
say that the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) indicates
it is too bad that we do not have sufficient time to
spend on the Estimates. We bear no responsibility for
that, because the two Opposition Parties have
squandered their time and now they are short of time
and they are scrambling. | am prepared to spend the
next 11 hours or 10 hours or whatever is left on
Education Estimates if they really want to do a thorough
job at this.

| would like to indicate that the Parkland Campus,
there are—

*kkkk*k

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Helwer): The Member for
Flin Flon, on a point of order.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | was not going
to get into response to the Minister’s diatribe, but the
Minister is at least 50 percent responsible. | asked him
to table the information. He insists on reading it into
the record line by line. It is because he has nothing
more imaginative or creative to say. It is very
unfortunate.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Helwer): The Honourable
Member does not have a point of order.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the Members
opposite want the information, but they do not want
it on the record. If he wants that information why did
he not write me a letter and ask me for the information
instead of bringing it here to the House? If he does
not want the information let him state that.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Helwer): The Member for
Flin Flon, on a point of order.

Mr. Storie: If he tables the information it is part of the
record. He has been saying this consistently. He still
does not understand how the Legislature works.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | do not suppose
he has a point of order, he never does.

khkkkE

Mr. Derkach: In the Parkland Campus | am happy to
say that we have several programs going on there.
There are 25 courses. There are 505 students in the
programs. We have basic training for skill development,
business administration, basic skills refresher courses

in Swan River, cooks’ training programs, decision
making, developmental studies, general business
certificate, motor vehicle mechanics, welding, and we
have 16 flexible funding programs or what we call
market driven programs.

With regard to other colleges, | can indicate that we
have outreach colleges at Winkler of course, Selkirk,
the Parkland Campus from Assiniboine Community
College. From Keewatin Community College we have
several locations, Thompson and also many of the
smaller communities in and around KCC. Mr. Acting
Chairman, there areindeed volumes of programs that
are being offered in these three divisions, and if the
Member wanted them tabled, | would certainly be
prepared to table them in the next day or so. | can
table them today, for that matter, if he needs them
immediately.

(Mr. Parker Burrell, Acting Chairman, in the Chair)

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Burrell): Item 5.(d)(1)
Salaries—(pass); item 5.(d}2) Other Expenditures—
(pass); item 5.(d){3)—(pass).

Shall item 5.(e)(1) Salaries pass—the Honourable
Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: | just have one question re Keewatin
Community College mainly because we were permitted
an audience with the president of Keewatin Community
College, the Deputy Minister and the executive assistant
of the Deputy Minister. | would like to say that it was
in fact a very enlightening meeting. Had there been no
representatives from the Minister’s department with
us, the questioning would have been absolutely
identical, and | am convinced that the answers of this
loyal and dedicated servant of the Minister would have
been absolutely identical as well.

It was unfortunate that the meeting started some 20
minutes after the time that was stated and it was
brought to an abrupt hait before all of the guestions
were able to be answered. We certainly can write i«
the Deputy Minister or the Minister and ask that the
president be permitted to respond after it was passed
through the hands of those people who want to
scrutinize the responses, because there appears to be
some lack of faith.

| would like to ask the Minister, there was a news
release that was released in April of'89 talking about
the renovation of the student residence at The Pas,
and the contract was awarded to Foresight Constructors
of Winnipeg. | am wondering if this award was made
on the basis of the tendering process.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | have to indicate
first of ail—and | have indicated this to the kMember
on so many occasions i thought it might have sunk in
by now—that there is an appropriate protocol to foilow
when MLAs want to meet with staff from any
department. That is a process that is foilowed by
Government, has been followed by former
administration as well, and it works verywell. All it doces
is ensure that we do ot have the kind of politicai atiaci
on staff that might occur.
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Indeed, as a matter of fact, | understand that in the
session that was held there were questions that had
to be scrutinized simply because some staff were getting
involved, not from our side, from the Liberal side, in
political discussion and policy discussion.

With regard to Keewatin Community College, yes,
there has been renovation work done to the residences
at Keewatin Community College. The project is
complete. There are still some small outstanding
aspects that have to be finished up. The official opening
of the new residences on February 14 —and indeed |
extend the invitation to my critics to join us at that
opening. Incidentally, it is also the day of the Trappers
Festival, | believe, the opening of the Trappers Festival.
In terms of the contract, Mr. Acting Chairman, it was
tendered, but this is handled through the Department
of Government Services and not by Education.

* (1540)

Mrs. Yeo: | have just one question in response to the
very kind and generous invitation of the Minister to
join he and Members of his staff. Does that include a
plane ride on the aircraft that | am sure the Minister
will be using?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, we are always
happy to take Opposition Critics with us if there is room
on a plane. Unfortunately, the preference, as the
Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) knows, is always given
to Ministers who may be travelling up there at the same
time. in addition, | could indicate that the Lieutenant-
Governor and his wife will be going up to the opening,
and Mrs. Carol (phonetic) will also be going up to that
opening. | cannot give an indication right now whether
there is going to be any available space on the aircraft,
but if there is | can assure the Members opposite that
| would only be too happy to extend to them the
invitation. Indeed, you know, they are Members of the
Legislature, and | am only too happy to take them along.

(Mr. Neil Gaudry, Acting Chairman, in the Chair)

| just wanted to make one more comment regarding
the child care program. Thisis in answer to a question
that was asked before that | did not have the answer
to. There are 40 students involved in the ACC Child
Care Program at this time.

Mrs. Yeo: | must admit the reason | asked about the
ride on the plane is that it is an expense that comes
out of our pockets. | do not have much leftin my access
money at this stage of the game. As a matter of fact,
this summer when | received an invitation from the
Members of The Pas Band io attend the sod turning
of the new school on the reserve up there, a beautiful,
beautiful facility that is being constructed, | requested
from the Minister of Northern and Native Affairs (Mr.
Downey) and the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach)
if in fact | could go on the plane and was told, no, |
am sorry, the plane is full. | missed another appointment
that | would like to have attended in Kenora, and
certainly it is a good thing that | did not, because the
rest of my caucus nearly died. Perhaps the good Lord
is watching over some of us at some of the time.

| did have to, out of my pocket, go to The Pas on
the commercial aircraft. | had to go the evening before
because there is not a plane that goes in the morning
and comes back in the afternoon. The opening was on
a Tuesday, so | went Monday night, paid for the room,
walked over to the reserve and did enjoy the walk and
the people of The Pas, got to the reserve and met the
Minister of Northern and Native Affairs (Mr. Downey),
who said why did you not come on the plane with us?
There was loads of room.

| am just putting it on the record that, you know,
sometimes we are told and it is our comment about
rhetoric, words are great but actions speak much louder
than words. If there is room, | will await some command
from the Minister and would be pleased to go.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the sod-turning
ceremony was one | did not even get to, but had |
gone, certainly | would have extended the invitation to
the Member. As | indicate, the invitation is open. If
there is room on the aircraft when we are flying up
there, by all means after the Government Members
have had their opportunity to express whether or not
they will go, | can assure the Member opposite that |
will be extending the direct invitation to her and to the
Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie).

Mr. Storie: A couple of questions, particularly with
respect to the Northern Training and Employment
Agency, and | am wondering (a) if the Minister can
indicate whether the money that is indicated, the $3.6
million, is all provincial money, or does that represent
funds as well from the CEIC or other cost-shared
agreements with the federal Government?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, it is all provincial
money.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, could the Minister
indicate what projects were completed by the NTEA
during the last fiscal year? Could he give me a list of
those? He can recite them if he wishes.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | guess in a general
sense | could indicate that, first of all, the budget was
increased from $3,330,000 to $3,700,000 which
indicates that we did indeed commit to the program
of Northern Training and enhance the training program,
because as the Member knows, we did save some
dollars as well from the move of the administration to
the North.

All of that money went into training, Mr. Acting
Chairman. There is a list of programs that have been
delivered, and | will table it for the Member. | would
like to indicate at the outset that the number of students
this year had increased from 245 last year to 348 this
year. So therehas been an overall increase in program
delivery to students of Northern Manitoba through the
Northern Training and Employment Agency.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairman, perhaps the Minister
could indicate how many of those students were trained
in the facilities in Thompson and The Pas, and how
many were trained on community-based projects?

4929



Thursday, February 1, 1990

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, maybe | could ask
the Member to proceed with another question, we are
just gathering the information. That way we will make
better use of the very precious time we have.

Mr. Storie: | appreciate the Minister’s co-operation.
My only other question is directed to a specific request
that has come from the community of Snow Lake to
the Northern Training and Employment Agency with
respect to a project to be completed, hopefully, this
summer, and it has to do with the continuation of a
project that was started by the Limestone Training and
Employment Agency, and is the completion of an airstrip
which is extremely important, if not vital to the
community of Snow Lake. | am wondering if the Minister
can indicate whether that project will be receiving
support, whether it is one of the community projects
that will be proceeding in the coming year.

* (1550)

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | canindicate that
this year’s community-based project, with regard to
that, was completed and the extension that the Member
for Flin Flon speaks about is one that is being requested
for next year.

Mr. Acting Chairman, | can indicate to you and to
the House that we are doing an evaluation of the
community-based training programs right now and this
is something that the Member will have to wait for, for
the 1990-91 Estimate process because indeed no fina!l
decisionshavebeen made with regard to those specific
projects. Our purpose in Education is to ensure that
we deliver the best possible type and quality of training
that we can and for that reason we are evaluating, not
just this program, but indeed all of the programs that
are being delivered through NTEA and through all our
colleges.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Item—

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the Member asked
about community based training programs and how
many were being delivered out of Thompson and how
many were being delivered from the college. There were
161 students from Thompson, 187 from Keewatin—I
am sorry this is a community based program.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry):
Salaries $5,440,400—

Item 5.(e1)

Mr. Derkach: This is the community-based number
here.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): —pass; 5.(e)(2)
Other Expenditures $1,606,700—pass; 5.(e)(3) Northern
Training and Employment Agency $3,630,000—pass.

Item 5.(f) Co-operative Training Programs: (1)
Salaries $79,900—the Honourable Member for
Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: | just have a couple of questions re the
South Winnipeg Technical Centre. When it was put into
place, there was some comment about it being a 24-

hour operation. Is that in fact what is happening? Is it
functioning on a 24-hour basis?

Mr. Derkach: The South Winnipeg Training Centre is
not operated by us directly. It is operated by three
school divisions in the city. The technical centre is first
of all under the jurisdiction of the school divisions so,
therefore, they set the times of operations, but it is my
understanding that it is not operating on a 24-hour
basis at this time.

Mrs. Yeo: It has also been brought to my attention
that there is some concern re taxes and back taxes
from this particular centre. Are the taxes owed to the
provincial Government, or are they in fact collected by
the school divisions?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, it is not a provincial
Government tax issue, | do not believe. | think it is a
city tax issue, and | do not have any information on
that because of the fact that they are not tied to the
department. Therefore, it is a matter that is handled
through the three divisions, through South Winnipeg
Technical Centre and the city. It is not something that
| have jurisdiction or information on.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Item 5.(f) Co-
operative Training Programs: (1) Salaries $79,900—
pass; 5.(f{2) Other Expenditures $1,655,400—pass.

Item 5.(g) Student Aid: (1) Salaries $1,416,100—the
Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: | say that my No. 1, No. 1 as far as numbers
of calls and letters | receive, is probably Red River
Community College, No. 2 is Student Aid. | received
a call just the other day from an individual who is trying
to go to the University of Manitoba actually and she
receives—she said, | think—$600 a month and she
cannot survive on that.

Are there specific criteria that are being worked upon
to keep the leve! of Student Aid in line with infiatior,
more in line with inflation is one question? The other
question, | guess, is in the next area, so | wiif wait.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, we have been
working on the regulations for student aid, if you like,
or the policies with regard to student aid for some time
now. We were successful in changing some criteria on
student aid with regard to rural students, and
considering farm assets as part of the criteria for student
aid. One of the other problems that has come to cur
attention is the use of vehicles, especially where that
vehicle is a necessity, where perhaps a parent has to
drive a child to child care, or if a student is from the
rural area and requires the vehicle to go back and
forth.

Indeed there is consideration for such things as fiving
allowances, room and board and miscellaneous; inat
is indexed at 5 percent. The iocal transportation is
indexed by five percent to recognize increases in costs
of the transit passes, and as | indicated there was the
elimination of the farm net worth in the assessment
for student aid. So those are the kinds of considerations
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that have been accepted. There is a need to continue
to review the way we apply student aid, but every time
we make a change to it, Mr. Acting Chairman, it means
that the costs of student aid increase substantially.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Iltem 2—the
Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: We have discussed several times in both
Health and Education the need for speech pathologists,
and in Family Services. The Minnesota-Manitoba
Agreement is one step in the right direction, and as |
said, North Dakota is another university setting where
speech pathology is offered and where many people
from Manitoba are going.

Can the Minister tell me if he will entertain or is
considering looking at some special grants, some
enhancement grants if you will, to assist students to
go to the universities across the border where living
expenses may be greater, where their opportunities to
return to the nurturing of the home setting would
certainly help their studies, perhaps some grants
whereby the student may be required to return one
year and get so much back, after two years’ service
a little bit more? Are there considerations, some
innovative steps being taken, to address this shortage.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | have to indicate
that in as far as the Manitoba-Minnesota Agreement
is concerned any students that are going to Minnesota
now would have the same treatment as students in
Minnesota, and would be eligible for student aid, et
cetera. Students coming to Manitoba from Minnesota
would be given the same opportunities and the same
privileges here in Manitoba. With regard to North Dakota
and South Dakota, with those jurisdictions, we have
not arrived at an agreement like we have with
Minnesota, and indeed we do have numbers of students
travelling to North Dakota to take programs especially
in speech therapy or speech pathology.

We are at the present time looking at how we can
attract more speech therapists to the Province of
Manitoba, and some of the suggestions that the
Member raises are indeed ones that have been looked
at and are being considered. It should be noted,
however, there is a general shortage of speech
therapists throughout Canada, and, in fact, Alberta has
just decided that they will indeed increase the salaries
and increase the remuneration, if you like, to those
people coming to Alberta. For that reason, it puts us
in somewhat of a difficult and disadvantaged position.
Nevertheless, staff from my department have been very
active in recruiting people into Manitoba. | guess the
bottom line is, yes, we are looking at ways in which
we can perhaps help to attract more students, more
therapists into this province.

* (1600)

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Item (g) Student
Aid: (1) Salaries $1,416,100—pass; (g)(2) Other
Expenditures $260,300—pass; (g)(3) Assistance
$10,597,300—(pass).

Item 5.(h) Student Aid Appeal Board: (1) Salaries
$125,100—the Honourable Member for Sturgeon
Creek.
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Mrs. Yeo: | wonder if the Minister could tell us how
many of the 1,050 appeals for student aid that were
processed were wholly and how many were partially
successful.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the appeals
received in 1989-90 were projected at 1,000. The
appeals approved were 550. In a percentage sense
about 45 percent of the appeals are successful.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry}: ltem (h) Student
Aid Appeal Board: (1) Salaries $125,100-—pass; item
(2) Other expenditures $7,700—pass.

Item (j) Northern Development Agreement - Canada-
Manitoba - Post-Secondary Career Development: (1)
Salaries $306,900—the Honourable Member for
Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: The Northern Development Agreement in
one in which the Member for Flin Fion (Mr. Storie) has
been quite interested—and my colleague, the Member
for Niakwa (Mr. Herold Driedger). | have had letters
and conversations with some individuals who are
licensed practical nurses and who wish to upgrade and
take courses that will give them the opportunity to
become registered nurses in the North. Are there
courses that are available, sufficient courses that are
available, are there any courses that are available to
LPNs who wish to be given some credit for their previous
educational experiences and to upgrade to become
registered nurses?

Mr. Derkach: There has been an expression by many
practising nurses in Manitoba right now, especially in
the North and in the rural area, who wish to upgrade
from an LPN to a RN. As a matter of fact, in the area
that | come from there is not only an expressed desire
for many of them, there is a need. There is a shortage
of about 40 positions within the next two years of
registered nurses in that whole area.

In the North we do have two programs that are going
on right now. There is a registered nurses’ program in
Thompsonwhere students who are LPNs can enter into
the program and become upgraded. We also have a
program in The Pas, at Keewatin Community College,
which is an LPN-RN program, and then, | guess, the
third program is one that is just getting off the ground,
and that is the Bachelor of Nursing Program where
RNs can apply to become registered nurses for services
in Northern Manitoba.

Mrs. Yeo: Of the students who are involved with these
programs, how many of them actually complete the
programs that they begin, what is the attrition for these
particular students, for the programs that are offered
under the Northern Development Agreement, all
programs?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, thisis anareawhere
we see some need for evaluation. As a matter of fact,
there is an evaluation going on in programs, and there
is a range of graduating students from these programs
and it depends on the program, but it ranges anywhere
from a low perhaps of 30 percent to a high of 80 percent,
depending on the course.
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The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Item (j) Northern
Development Agreement - Canada-Manitoba - Post-
Secondary Career Development: (1) Salaries,
$306,900—pass; (2) Other Expenditures, $617,900—
pass; (3) Grants, $2,522,500—pass.

(k) Canada-Manitoba Winnipeg Core Area Renewed
Agreement - Employment and Training: (1) Grants,
$2,320,000—pass; (2) Less: Recoverable from Urban
Affairs, $2,320,000—pass; (m) Adult and Continuing
Education: (1) Salaries, $508,800—pass; (2) Other
Expenditures, $527,800—pass.

(3) Grants, $2,461,400—the Honourable Member for
Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: | just want to put on the record that | do
have some questions to ask re literacy, but | think
because of the time that | will—

An Honourable Member: Lots of time.

Mrs. Yeo: No, there is not lots of time, the Minister
says. The time has been utilized by all three parties
and | think that | will wait until concurrence because
| do have a fairly significant bundle here. | know that
the Member for Seven Oaks (Mr. Minenko) would like
to ask some questions.

Mr. Mark Minenko (Seven Oaks): On this matter, |
am just wondering if the Minister could provide us with
a list of the recipients of the grants, $2.5 million that
have been paid out in this Section. We do not need
to necessarily read them in the record. If the Minister
would oblige us by simply, in a few days’ time, if he
could provide me with a list of the recipients and the
amounts they have received.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, can | ask the
question whether the Member is asking for the literacy
grants that have been allocated or the entire listing of
the $2.4 million?

Mr. Minenko: Well, if the Minister would provide me
with a copy of the list, | would appreciate it instead of
having to read it in the record. If the Minister would
agree with that, | would like to—both lists, the $2.4
million—1 could wait for a couple of days for a written
response. It does not have to be formal; it can just be
a photocopy of what the Minister has before him.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | will be pleased
to provide a list of the grants that are provided, and
I will table that for the Member.

Mrs. Yeo: Just a question, some of the vocational
colleges that are around the province, is this the
appropriate appropriation to ask a few questions on
these colleges?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, we are already
by that section, but indeed, if the Member wishes to
ask some questions, | am prepared to answer them.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Item{m)3)Grants
$2,461,400—pass; item (m}4} Task Force on Literacy
$70,000—pass.

Item (2)(n) Post-Secondary Career Development -
Southern Programs: (1) Salaries $319,600—the
Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek.

Mrs. Yeo: | would like to ask how many med students
have graduated from this particular program. How many
medical students?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, that question was
more appropriately placed in 5.(j), but there are three
medical students who have graduated to this time.

Mrs. Yeo: | would like to know how many students are
in the three-year RN program for special needs clients
and the criteria for selection.

Mr. Derkach: In the southern nursing program there
are currently 57 students attending.

Mrs. Yeo: And the criteria for selection?
* (1610)

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, there are several
items which make up the criteria. First of all, the
socioeconomic aspects are considered. The students
must be in a, if you like, disadvantaged state. There
is a very thorough selection process that is done to
ensure that students fit the criteria, the economic
background of the individual, and also the social
situation that exists within that person’s environment.
| might add the other criteria that is associated with
this: they have to be southern rural and/or inner city
individuals.

Mrs. Yeo: The term disadvantaged is a very subjective
term. What may be disadvantaged to one person may
not be to another. | have been in contact with an
individual, and | certainly call her disadvantaged. She
has applied, | think, three times for the nursing program
and been rejected. As a former registrar, where !
interviewed a couple of thousand candidates per year
who applied for nursing programs, in my humble opinion
this individual would have been quite a logical candidate
for that particular program.

The Winnipeg Education Centre, | believe, is one of
the centres that comes under this particular
appropriation. Although the Member for Flin Fion (Mr.
Storie) and | have asked a couple of questions it the
past few days, | guess, re the Winnipeg Education
Centre, we have not received an absolute response to
their request for assurances that in the nexi short
while—and by that | mean by the 28th of February.
Some of the individuals at this centre do believe that
there will be (1) some loss of promised funds to them
if they do not get the green light to begin building; {2}
they have models in their dilapidated centre on Chester
Avenue of the new facility.

The lot is there and has been empty for some pericd
of time. There are peopie who wouid like to be able
to access the program. They want to be able to plan.
They want vision beyond the end of their noses, and
they are awaiting, in fact, some direction from the
powers that be. Can the Minister give them any
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assurance that he will take some time in the next week
or two to sit down with those responsible for that
decision-making to see that these people do hear very
shortly regarding this new centre?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, { can indicate to
the Member that we have done the program review of
the Winnipeg Education Centre. She has a copy of that
program review. | am sure she has read it, and indeed
we have discussed this with members of the Winnipeg
Education Centre staff, the University of Manitoba, and
plans are proceeding along.

| am not going to make any announcement here today
with regard to whether or not we wili build the Winnipeg
Education Centre or what form we will build it in. The
mostimportant concern, by those who were interviewed,
was to ensure them that in fact there would be some
permanence of program so that these peopie would
not be working in conditions where they would not
know whether or not the program would exist in the
coming year.

Mr. Acting Chairman, additionally, | have been to the
Sir Sam Steele School, the centre that is being used
for the Winnipeg Education Centre. Yes, it is an old
building. It is well maintained, though, and it is not the
biggest concern on the part of those people attending
that institution. The biggest concern to them is the
assurance of programs, of the quality of programs, and
to ensure some stability in this whole issue. Yes,
Government is considering the entire issue, and when
we are in a position to make the announcement, | am
sure the Member opposite will be apprised of it quicker
than anybody else.

Mrs. Yeo: Does the Minister have any concern for these
people who are hoping that they will not lose this
$50,000 that has beenpromised to them? Is he similar
to the Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism (Mr. Ernst),
who has a deadline, and says, ah, well, it is only money?
Does the Minister have some thought to perhaps the
urgency that these individuals feel for the new building
that was on the plate some two years ago. They have
been talking about it. It is not something that has just
sort of come up over the last few weeks that we have
been asking about the status of the report. It is
something that has been around for a long time.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, once again it is
just spend, spend, spend, open cheque book mentality.
Do not ask any questions, just write the cheque. That
is not the way responsible Government works. Indeed,
we have to ascertain whether or not it is a wise
investment of dollars. | have no indication at this point
in time—and | have talked to my colleague, the Minister
of Urban Affairs (Mr. Ducharme), about the alleged loss
of funds—that that has even been suggested by the
organizations. It is my understanding that if the project
goes ahead, the funds are in place that have been
committed, and we indeed are proceeding as quickly
as we can in the hope that a positive decision can be
made somewhere down the road in the near future.

Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister advise us as to the actual
cost of this particular study that was done by Coopers
& Lybrand?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, can | ask the
Member to repeat the question? | really did not catch
it.

Mrs. Yeo: It is very difficult to hear questions when
his colleagues to his right are prattling away.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Order, please.

Mrs. Yeo: The question was: can the Minister tell me
what the cost of the Coopers & Lybrand study was to
evaluate the Winnipeg Education Centre?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, | can, Mr. Acting Chairman. The
total cost was $56,000.00. | should add that it was
money well spent.

* (1620)

Mrs. Yeo: | could not agree with him more. | think it
was money well spent. | think it certainly demonstrated
that here is a program that is offered, which has in
fact proved to be, by the people who were doing the
study, more successful than by taking thesepeople and
placing them in the tremendous third largest city of
Manitoba, the University of Manitoba, or in fact sending
them to the University of Winnipeg. The success rate
is much, much greater from the Winnipeg Education
Centre. | applaud that.

The programs that are listed here—and | asked
questions about how many medical students have
graduated because in fact it talks about special medical
studies programs. | am wondering if any of these
programs that are offered are watered down in any
way. Do these people have the same curriculum to study
and work from the same test to do? Is the only
difference the length of time which they can spend in
these programs?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, there are only two
programs offered at the Winnipeg Education Centre,
one being the education program, the other one the
social work program. They are exactly the same
programs that are being offered at the regular university
campus. It is just that students who are attending there
may require some extra supports in terms of tutorials
or upgrading programs so that they can continue on
with programs. Usually it takes a little longer to go
through the program than it does at the regular campus.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): (n) Post-
Secondary Career Development - Southern Programs—
the Honourable Member for Flin Flon.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairman, | would like to spend
a bit more time on the Winnipeg Education Centre and
the proposal that is before the Minister. The Minister
indicated that the money that was spent by Coopers
& Lybrand in preparing this report, which is by its own
definition a comprehensive audit of the programs of
the Winnipeg Education Centre, which is overwhelmingly
positive in its review of the goals of the programs, the
success of its graduates and thereby the success of
its programs.
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| am wondering now, given that the Winnipeg
Education Centre is on the brink of a major
crossroads—they have, as the Minister well knows,
arranged for support from the Core Area Initiative,
Community Places, and other programs, to the tune
of some $670,000.00. They have been told that these
grants may be in jeopardy, if an indication of support
from the province is not forthcoming, a very serious
matter for the students and the staff at the Winnipeg
Education Centre.

| am puzzled as to why the Minister, who said he
was awaiting confirmation of the value of the programs,
would hesitate, after receiving this kind of information,
to immediately announce that yes, the province would
find the money to support the Winnipeg Education
Centre, to support the development of a new facility
which is long overdue and sorely needed. | am at odds
to know what is keeping the Minister from making this
commitment to the students, staff and the programs
at the Winnipeg Education Centre.

Mr. Derkach: Here we have another individual, Mr.
Acting Chairman, who simply wants to open up the
cheque book and just keep writing cheques. First of
all, replace a school where there are enough spaces
in a surrounding area to support them. A project that
he sat on, or his Government sat on, he wants us to
move ahead with immediately. We will only move ahead
with a project like that, Mr. Acting Chairman, when we
have completed our thorough and proper analysis.

Mr. Acting Chairman, the kind of approach that we
are seeing from the Member for Flin Flon.(Mr. Storie)
and the Member for Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo) is
extremely irresponsible. | say that to act as a responsible
Government, we will do a complete analysis before we
move ahead with any project. We will set our priorities
appropriately.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairman, the Minister told this
House, told the people at the Winnipeg Education
Centre, that what he was awaiting was the result of
the study that he himself commissioned. That is what
he said. Now we have the results of the study which
areunequivocal, positive, support the program, the staff,
the concept of how these kinds of professional training
programs should be offered, and the Minister now says,
we are going to make sure that this is analyzed.

For the Minister’s information, it has been analyzed.
This is not asking for a blank cheque. This is saying
to the Minister, how can he turn his back on a program
that is working? If the Minister says, we are not turning
his back on the program, and the Winnipeg Education
Centre says, by February 28 we need to know or we
are going to lose a major chunk of the money that we
have available to us to complete this project, he is
turning his back. These people have to know. They
have a right to know. It is not a question of opening
a blank cheque. It is a question of trying to get this
Minister to commit to projects thatare of obvious value.
We have seen this Minister let too many projects slip
by the boards, because he did not perceive any value
in them. MCALC is only one example.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the Member does
not know what he speaks about. First of all, MCALC

was bought by the private sector, and it is still
functioning, functioning very effectively, | might add.

Secondly, Mr. Acting Chairman, | said that we were
doing an analysis of the programs to ensure whether
or not these programs should continue. The former
Government did not place enough faith in those
programs to give any indication to them whether they
would continue from year to year. People are all on
term over there and, in other words, they could cut it
out if it was so desirable in their X budgets, in their
Estimates. Fortunately they are not in Government any
more, and people can breathe with a sigh of relief that
indeed there is some permanence now given to the
programs that are there. The former Government never
did a review of those programs. They did not know
whether they were successful, whether they were not
successful. The former Government made all of their
decisions based on their political whims. That is not
the way Governments should operate.

Mr. Acting Chairman, there are several issues that
still are unresolved. The value and effectiveness of the
programs | think has been addressed. The aspect of
location and the type of facility is still being talked
about, and once we have established whether or not
the facility that was proposed is indeed the best, or
whether there is a better type of facility and a better
location, we are not going to be forced into any kind
of a haphazard decision because the decision that is
going to be made is one that will serve the needs of
people of the inner city in the best possible way.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, the Minister says
the former Government made its decisions on a whim.
The Minister’'s Government made the decision to
support the Winnipeg Education Centre, this
Government decided to have that review—

An Honourable Member: How many permanent staff
did you have?

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, the Minister says,
how many permanent staff? The fact is a commitment
was being made to build a facility, a new facility, whict:
indicates a great dea! of commitment, unlike this
Minister, unlike this Minister who is still just giving lip-
service, just giving lip service to the kind of program
that served the inner city well for decades, for more
than a decade.

The Minister says that he is going to continue to
study this. | think that means to the students at the
Winnipeg Education Centre and the staff there that this
Minister still has not shown any confidence in that
program, and the Minister is simply stonewalling. There
is no reason for further delaying this process.

* (1630)

The Minister says we make these decisions on whim.
Well, Mr. Acting Chairman, the Minister is being asked
to contribute a very small fraction, a small fraction of
the total cost of this integrated project, both the housing
component and the educational facilities componeni.
The Government of the Day, and the Minister <f
Education, wants to talk about funding on a whir. This
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Minister added $15 million to the budgets of private
schools without once consulting with the thousands of
trustees, the 12,000 or 13,000 teachers, without once
considering its impact on the public school system.
This Minister is the Minister who (a) acts on whim, or
when he has the information that he has asked for
refuses to act on it, and he asked for this information.
He has been told by his consultants what the value of
this program is, and yet he refuses to act.

Well, that is an act of bad faith on the part of the
Minister and the people at the Winnipeg Education
Centre will see that for what it is, and see that for an
undermining of a program that has been very
successful.

Mr. Acting Chairperson, it is unfortunate that we
cannot get a commitment from the Minister. | can only
hope that prior to the deadline of February 28 the
Minister has the intestinal fortitude to meet with the
Winnipeg Education Centre and tell them face to face
whether this is going to proceed.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the Member for
Flin Flon gives me an opportunity to put on the record
some of the bunglings of his Government. First of all, —

An Honourable Member: | do not think you have
enough time for all of them.

Mr. Derkach: No, | certainly do not because Private
Members’ hour is in half an hour, maybe we can waive
Private Members’ hour today.

Mr. Acting Chairman, let me say that the former
Government—the Member was Minister—were
approached by Swampy Cree Tribal Council to indeed
enter into a training program that would graduate
Bachelor of Nursing individuals to serve the needs of
people in northern Manitoba. For three years that
Government sat around—

An Honourable Member: Sat on their duff.

Mr. Derkach: —yes, sat on their duff, twiddled their
thumbs and did nothing, absolutely nothing. When we
took Government in 1988 they had gotten nowhere
with this program. All they did was stand up in the
Legislature or wherever they could in front of a camera
and blast the federal Government, because they were
not living up to their commitment. Yet federal money
was in place, commitments were made.

There was some danger of losing that federal money
if we did not act quickly and efficiently. We did act -
(interjection)- the Member chirps from his seat as he
usually does, about what, | do not really know, it does
not matter, but let me say to you that we did act on
thatprogram, we implemented it. That program is going,
so when he makes accusations he shouid be careful
about them.

With regard to this particular project he says, this
small amount of money. It only amounts to $2.7 million.
That is all. He says, this small amount of money. That
is the mentality of that individual, that is the mentality
of his third Party, and that is why this province has a

looming debt and the kind of deficit that we inherited
from that bunch, because they did not know how to
run anything; $500 million a year is what Manitobans
inherited. That is the legacy that was left to Manitobans,
our grandchildren, by that administration.

The decision this Government makes with regard to
the Winnipeg Education Centre is one that is going to
be based on prudence, it is going to be based on need,
and it is going to be based on the best possible kind
of delivery of program to inner city people that we can
make as a Government.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): item 5.(n) Post-
Secondary Career Development—Southern Program;
5.(n)1) Salaries, $319,600—pass; item 5.(n)(2) Other
Expenditures, $988,500—pass; item 5.(n)(3) Grants,
$2,906,700—pass.

Item 5.(p) Market Driven Training; 5.{p)1) Salaries,
$1,875,000—the Honourable Member for Seven Oaks.

Mr. Minenko: | welcome the opportunity to discuss
training and job training with this Minister. | am not
sure if his counterpart in Industry and Trade was at all
acquainted with this area from some of the answers
we were getting, | think.

I would like to ask, in this areawhatkind of activities
in the last 20 months, what kinds of programs has this
Minister and this Government put in place to deal with
older worker retraining? We know that many businesses
have been closing over the last 20 months the
Government has been in place. Many businesses were
closing before under the previous Government. We
certainly did not see any action from the previous NDP
Government on assisting older workers in training for
possibilities of new employment.

I am just wondering if the Minister can outline not
for myself, but for my constituents and | am sure his
constituents, what action, what programs does he have
in place for older workers?

Mr. Derkach: The Member unfortunately is somewhat
confused, because this is not a program that is within
this department. It is a program that is within the
Department of Family Services. | do not know why he
was referencing the Minister of Industry, Trade and
Tourism, because that is not in his department either.

Mr. Minenko: Does the Minister say that in the market-
driven training, which states as its objective to provide
residents with opportunities to access training programs
which are responsive to market-driven training needs,
they have nothing in place and he has had no
discussions with other Ministers and he has no
knowledge of any kind of programs for older workers?
Older workers are looking to get back into the market
place.

Mr. Derkach: Again, Mr. Acting Chairman, the Member
confuses things. First of all, Market Driven Training
programs are under the jurisdiction of our colleges and
this department. Whether they are older workers,
younger workers or anybody, Market Driven Training
is such that if a sector of our society or an industry
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wishes to purchase training from our community
colleges then we enter into those agreements. The
specific department of older worker training is not within
this department it is within the Department of Family
Services.

Mr. Minenko: Okay, well seeing this Minister is also
the Minister of Training | would anticipate and expect
that he would be—even if we are not talking about
this specific section of Estimates, and if there is another
particular section of Estimates that perhaps | should
have commented on, if this Minister is saying that he
only deals with sections that come before him | am a
little concerned if he does not show any understanding
for other areas.

| would like to ask the Minister, why does he not
have, as part of his training aspect of his responsibility,
anything to deal with older workers? | am a little
concerned and confused, yes, confused, that training
for older workers is restricted to the Family Services
Department. | do not quite see that connection. That
could perhaps be discussion for concurrence.

Can the Minister outline any programs that he might
be aware of?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, first of all, let me
try and enlighten the Member for Seven Oaks (Mr.
Minenko). If there are programs that industry or any
sector of our society wishes to enter into and if that
agreement is made between the federal Government
and that organization and then they seek training we
are always prepared to provide that training; regardless
of whether it is for younger workers, older workers or
whoever, we take that responsibility. The training is
delivered by a variety of sources. It could be delivered
through our colleges or through our PACE division.

Let me sayto the Member opposite that the program
for older workers, that specific one that he refers to,
and the initiatives to ensure that these older workers
are looked after is not a function of this department.
So if you are going to ask me why | do not have
jurisdiction over that there has been a delineation of
responsibilities among various departments, and that
responsibility is not within the framework of this
department.

* (1640)

Mr. Acting Chairman, | will not comment on any
initiatives, on any specific projects that are the
responsibility of another department. The Estimates of
that department | think are complete. The Member had
an opportunity to ask those questions. He has the
supplementary Estimates before him, and if he would
do his homework he would have known that is when
the questions should have been asked.

Mr. Minenko: Well, | could add some further comments,
but perhaps that could be pursued further in debate.
| would like to then ask the Minister, again, has his
department sent any representatives to the 11th Annual
Canadian Training and Development Conference that
was held lastyearentitled Dawning of 2000 in Montreal?
Did he, as Training component of his department, send
any representatives?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | did not have
responsibility over Training at that time. Therefore, last
year, that question would have been more appropriately
placed to the area of Economic Security where this
department was housed.

Mr. Minenko: Does the Minister anticipate sending any
staff, or himself, or representatives to this year's
conference?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, staff from my
department attend a variety of conferences throughout
the country, and indeed outside of the country, with
regard to professional development, with regard to
ensuring that we are kept abreast of new initiatives,
new issues, and so forth. So if the Member is asking
me if we are going to be attending that particular
conference, in the future, certainly that will be one
conference that will be given serious consideration, and
the decision will be made as to how many or if any
will be attending at that time. | cannot tell the Member
right now who is going to be attending, whether we
are going to be attending, because | do not even know
the content of the conference. That is something that
is important to evaluate before a decision is made as
to whether or not we will send anybody to any
conference.

Mr. Minenko: All right, undoubtedly then, the Minister
might be prepared to answer some questions on the
Skilled Training Advisory Committee. Ah, here we go.
Eureka! | wonder if Members on this side will be as
successful as Archimedes when he said ‘‘eureka.”” Can
the Minister then advise us, over the last several months
that this committee has been in place, how many
meetings the committee has had?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the main committee
has had four main meetings, but the subcommiitees
have had numerous meetings each. | do not know
whether they are five or six meetings for each
subcommittee. There are ongoing consultations with
industry, with business, so it is not a matter of formal
meetings so much as it is consultation with business
and with industry to ensure that all the information is
gathered. But the main committee itself has had four
major meetings.

Mr. Minenko: Has this committee or any of its
components had the opportunity to identify key skills
and occupations that they feel are critical to imgroving
Manitoba’s economic performance, and can the
Minister advise us even if there is a preliminary
suggestion of what these are?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, once again, the
subcommittees are meeting, the committes is
deliberating, they are meeting with different groupns,
different businesses. That report is due at the end of
February, so therefcre | cannot respond at this poini
in time as to what their recommendations will be at
that time. But certainly | am waiting with some
enthusiasm at some of the recommendations that they
will be making.

Mr. Minenko: Does the Minister have any ongoing
contact with this committee and its work?
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Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | have met with
the Chairman of the committee on several occasions.
My staff indeed have contact with the committee. So
there is constant liaison between the committee and
between the

Mr. Minenko: Would the Minister advise us as to what
industries and sectors may be critical to improving
Manitoba’s economic performance?

Mr. Derkach: The four subcommittees that have been
established were based on a sectoral basis. First of
all, there are the resource industries and the related
manufacturing; manufacturing industries excluding
wood, paper and primary metals; the construction,
transportation, communication and utilities industries,
and the trade and service industries.

Mr. Minenko: What involvement does the Department
of Industry and Trade have with respect to the various
matters that this committee is deliberating on?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, the department
itselfis represented by the ADM on the committee itself
but there is not any direct involvement or overlap
between the two departments besides what | have just
mentioned.

Mr. Minenko: The Minister has advised that he expects
the report, | presume a final report, from this committee
to this Minister by the end of February. Can the Minister
advise us what he plans to do with this report? Does
he intend to then take it like the High School Review
and send it on to further study, or can we expect action
based on those recommendations of this advisory
committee?

Mr. Derkach: We will be able to deal much more
effectively and much more expeditiously with this report,
because the criteria was set down by this Government
and the report will be received by this Government.
We will acton the recommendations that are presented
to us by the committee.

Mr. Minenko: The Minister is then providing us
assurance that it will not go into further study then. Is
that what the Minister is saying after he receives the
report?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | cannot speculate
on what the recommendations are going to be because
if there is a recommendation that there is indeed a
formulation of another committee, then | will take that
under advisement. At this point in time, | think it would
all be speculation.

Mr. Minenko: | appreciate it is all speculation, but |
hope the Minister is not saying that as in the situation
with Rural Development, where the Minister of Rural
Development (Mr. Penner) advises us, wait for an
economic development policy for rural Manitoba in the
next budget. | hope that Manitobans do not have to
wait to some future time while the businesses are
closing, for whatever reason around them, for this
Government to take it on, let us study it again. | can

appreciate that in some situations further consultation
needs to be happening but this Minister has certainly
beenin this Legislature longer than | have, and Members
of the Government have been around.- (interjection)-

The Minister of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey)
suggests something otherwise, suggests that it would
be longer. We will wait and see for that occasion. What
is of concern is, while businesses are being closed,
people are being let go, jobs in manufacturing are being
exchanged for service jobs which oftentimes pay less.
The Minister of Training (Mr. Derkach) is continuing on
a review. | would certainly encourage him very strongly,
considering those guys were in Opposition for many
years and perhaps will be in Opposition soon again,
they certainly, | would have thought, had enough time
to put together some platforms. If they would have
lived up to some of their platforms in the last election,
I think we would certainly be further ahead. | would
promptly suggest to the Minister that he consider
seriously implementing some of those things as quickly
as possible. Manitobans have been waiting for 20
months already, and maybe even more, depending on
what the previous Government was doing, which | am
sure was not a heck of a lot either.

My next question then is dealing with the report -
(interjection)- Well, the Minister wants to respond, but
perhaps that could be a debatable thing under
concurrence. | would encourage the Minister to continue
that discussion. | am just wondering if the Minister
could comment on the strategy paper that he released
in early November of last year, calling on the federal
Government to participate. | am just wondering if he
can advise us as to if there have been any developments
as a result of the ‘‘Partners for People”” document. Can
the Minister advise us if there have been any concrete
developments as a result of this initiative?

* (1650)

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, we have to go back
to the first comments the Member put on the record
just a minute ago. He talks about us dragging our feet
with regard to the Skills Training Advisory Committee,
and he talks about my taking 20 months to do this. |
have to indicate that business, the industry, have
welcomed the establishment of this committee. | can
tell the Member that | did not have that portfolio 20
months ago. Indeed it was as of April that this was
established. Therefore, it has not been 20 months at
all. We moved on it because of the recommendations
that were made to us by industry, by chambers of
commerce, by people throughout Manitoba.

He is suggesting that we should move ahead with
the development of programs right now. That is the
shotgun approach that the Liberals used. We are going
to ensure that we hear the report first before we start
moving in any direction where we are going to be
committed for any long period of time. | think it is
important, and | think that the Skills Advisory Training
Committee would want us to wait until such time that
their report is handed down.

Mr. Acting Chairman, with regard to ‘‘Partners for
People”, indeed that is a collective approach of this
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province. It was the Province of Quebec that took the
lead on that. | might say that at the present time we
have two staff people from the department who are in
Quebec City, | believe, meeting with federal officials
regarding that particular pamphlet or that particular
approach that was set out by all Ministers of Education
and Training in Canada.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): The Honourable
Member for—

Mr. Derkach: Pardon me, Mr. Acting Chairman. The
Member also referenced the Rural Development
Minister (Mr. Penner). | think he has something to add
to this. | would just like him to make some comments
with regard to his area of responsibility.

*kkkk

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): The Honourable
Member for Rural—on a point of order, the Honourable
Member for Seven Oaks.

Mr. Minenko: The Minister of Rural Development (Mr.
Penner) had his opportunity in Estimates and
undoubtedly will continue in concurrence. If he has other
comments—I did not ask him any questions. | simply
put some things on the record that | am sure he himself
would find in Hansard.

| rise on a point of order suggesting that he had his
previous opportunity, concurrence is coming before him
for him to put any comments further on the record,
and he should not appear in Education Estimates.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): On the same point
of order?

Hon. Jack Penner (Minister of Rural Development):
Well, Mr. Acting Chairman, on the same point of order,
if it would please the Chair, | would like to respond to
the Member in references that he made to my
department and some of the indications that he left.
I would like to, for the record, clarify some of those
things.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): It is not a point
of order, but we are considering the Estimates of the
Department of Education. If it is the will of the committee
to listen to the Minister of Rural Development, we will
entertain. Is it the will of the committee? -(interjection)-
No, it is not.

kkkk*k

Me. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairperson, just for clarification,
the Member for Rhineland (Mr. Penner) needs no leave
to speak during the Estimates debate. The fact is
Members of the committee are certainly free to debate.
Under normal circumstances, Members on the
Government side have the courtesy to refrain from
asking lengthy questions, or lengthy comments to the
record, because it detracts from the legitimate time of
Opposition to ask questions. There is certainly no
prohibition from Members of the committee asking

questions.- (interjection)- | do not want it now, | want
him to keep quiet; but you cannot change the rules
just because you want him to be quiet.

Mr. Penner: Mr. Acting Chairman, the reference was
made to the Department of Rural Development and
specifically myself, and it appeared to me that he was
indicating that there were some specific areas that were
lacking in approaching problems in rural Manitoba. |
accept the fact that the reference that was made to
rural Manitoba is true, by the Honourable Member.

There are in fact many areas of rural Manitoba that
are suffering today economically, as well as otherwise,
because | believe of actions that we are now feeling
the brunt of that were taken by the federal Government,
in many instances, some number of years ago. Pierre
Elliott Trudeau in his wisdom implemented policies that
led to the economic situation that western Canada is
facing today. i believe the educational system in rural
Manitoba reflects in many ways the actions that were
taken, the policy direction that was given at that time.
| believe it is dependent on those of us that sit here
today that make consideration of policies or make
consideration of monetary expenditures that are going
either through education or through economic initiatives
that are going to have to reflect those decisions that
were made many years ago.

| remember well when the farmers of western Canada
went to Ottawa and asked the Prime Minister to
consider the difficulty that they were in at that time.
They said simply—the Prime Minister at that time said,
why—

*kkkk

An Honourable Member: On a point of order.

Mr. Penner: —should | sell your wheat? Why shouid
I sell your wheat?

The Acting Chairman (&%r. Gaudry): Order, please;
order, please.

Mr. Penner: He talked about—

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): Order, please;
order, please. The Honourable Member for Inkster, on
a point of order.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Acting Chairman,
the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) was quite correct
in saying that the Member for Rhineland (Mr. Penner}
does have a right to stand ump and put forward =
question. It appears that the Member for Rhineland is
not going to be putting forward a question. He is rather
responding to some comments made by the Membear
for Seven Oaks {Mr. Minenko), and | would suggest if
the Member for Rhineland does not have a guestion
for the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach} that he give
the floor so that other Members c¢f this Chamber can
proceed with asking questions of the Minister of
Education.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): The Honourabie
Member does not have a point of order, but | think |
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will remind that we are in the Estimates of Education
and we will continue with the Estimates of Education.

kkkk*k

Mr. Minenko: Mr. Acting Chairman, | see our time is
quickly winding down. | am just wondering if the Minister
of Training (Mr. Derkach) can advise us as to how he
and his department have applied some of the
recommendations and suggestions coming out of the
de Grandpre Report with respect to training in
Manitoba. Has his department first looked at the report,
has he himself looked at it and reviewed it, and what
action has he and his department been taking since
March of last year? Yes, | appreciate the Minister has
only recently taken over the department, but can the
Minister outline the initiatives he has taken as a result
of that report?

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): The Honourable
Minister has time for a short answer.

Mr. Derkach: Thank you, Mr. Acting Chairman, and |
will certainly try to abide by your wishes. | would have
to indicate to you that the de Grandpre Report that
was issued does certainly affect us in terms of how we
look at training, but in the analysis it would appear
that the training programs that we now have in place
are certainly adequate to take care of any effects that
there might be as a result of the agreement. Might |
add that to date there have been no significant sectors
coming forth to ask us for specialized training as a
result of the agreement.

* (1700)

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Gaudry): The hour being
5 p.m. and time for Private Members’ hour, committee
rise.

Call in the Speaker.

IN SESSION
COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Neil Gaudry (Acting Chairman of Committees):
Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply has adopted

certain resolutions, directs me to report the same and
asks leave to sit again.

I move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Fort Garry (Mr. Laurie Evans), that the report of the
committee be received.

MOTION presented and carried.
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

Mr. Speaker: The hour being 5 p.m., time for Private
Members’ Business.

DEBATE ON SECOND READINGS
PUBLIC BILLS

BILL NO. 4—THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC
AMENDMENT ACT (2)

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Assiniboia (Mr. Mandrake), Bill
No. 4, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (2); Loi no
2 modifiant le Code de la route, standing in the name
of the Honourable Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard).
Stand.

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed

BILL NO. 10—THE BEVERAGE
CONTAINER ACT

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Springfield (Mr. Roch), Bill No.
10, The Beverage Container Act; Loi sur les contenants
de boissons, standing in the name of the Honourable
Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard). Stand.

Is there leave that this matter remain standing—the
Honourable Member for Flin Flon.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker, we do not
want to believe, in the Opposition, that Private
Members’ Bills are going to be treated with disdain.
These are important matters or they would not be
brought forward by Members of the Legislature, and
the Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) has had Private
Members’ Bills standing in his name for a considerable
length of time and, as a courtesy, Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The
Honourable Government House Leader (Mr. McCrae),
on the same point of order.

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader):
Mr. Speaker, we are asking that Bills stand out of respect
for such Honourable Members as the Honourable
Member for Eimwood (Mr. Maloway) with respect to
Bill No. 25, The Corporations Amendment Act, so that
the Honourable Member for EImwood might have a
chance to introduce his Bill.

We are asking to have Bills stand so that Bill No.
55, standing in the name of the Honourable Member
for St. Norbert (Mr. Angus), can have an opportunity
to be introduced by that Honourable Member.

We are standing out of respect for the Honourable
Member for Interlake (Mr. Uruski) with regard to Bill
No. 85 so that he might have an opportunity to introduce
The Elections Amendment Act.

We are attempting to stand matters out of respect
and admiration for the Honourable Member for St.
Johns (Ms. Wasylycia-Leis), who wants to introduce Bill
No. 91, The Public Health Amendment Act. Mr. Speaker,
Bill No. 94 standing in the name of the Honourable
Member for EImwood—
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. The
Honourable Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) has lost
his right to speak on Bill No. 4. The Honourable Member
for Flin Flon.

Mr. Storie: | am prepared to give leave. | would hope
to get a response from the Government House Leader
about their intentions. If the Government’s intention—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. There was no leave
granted. Leave was denied. The Honourable
Government House Leader.

*kkk*k

Mr. McCrae: On a point of order. | wonder if you were
to canvass Honourable Members once again, you might
find that there is leave to allow that Bill to stand.

Mr. Speaker: |Is there leave that Bill No. 10, The
Beverage Container Act, is there leave that this matter
can remain standing in the name of the Honourable
Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard)? Yes, there is leave,
very clearly, there is leave.

BILL NO. 13—THE MANITOBA
INTERCULTURAL COUNCIL
AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles), Bill No.
13, The Manitoba Intercultural Council Amendment Act;
Loi modifiant la Loi sur le Conseil interculturel du
Manitoba, and the motion of the Honourable Member
for Thompson (Mr. Ashton) that the question be now
put, standing in the name of the Honourable Minister
of Health (Mr. Orchard). Stand.

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed.

BILL NO. 16—AN ACT TO PROTECT THE
HEALTH OF NON-SMOKERS

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Concordia (Mr. Doer), Bill No.
16, An Act to Protect the Health of Non-Smokers; Loi
sur la protection de la santé des non-fumeurs, standing
in the name of the Honourable Minister of Justice (Mr.
McCrae). Stand.

Isthereleave that this matter remain standing? Leave.
Agreed.

BILL NO. 177—THE EMPLOYMENT
STANDARDS AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Thompson (Mr. Ashton), Bili
No. 17, The Employment Standards Amendment Act;
Loi modifiant la Loi sur les normes d’emploi, standing
in the name of the Honourable Minister of Government
Services (Mr. Albert Driedger). Stand.

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed.

BILL NO. 20—THE MUNICIPAL
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT ACT

SPEAKER’S RULING

Mr. Speaker: The next item of business before the
House is Bill No. 20, The Municipal Assessment
Amendment Act; Loi modifiant la Loi sur I’évaluation
municipale, introduced by the Honourable Member for
Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo), which, as | advised the
House, | have been holding pending receipt of advice
from the Law Officer.

| recognize that the apparent similarities between
certain provisions in this Bill and Bill No. 79, The
Municipal Assessment and Consequential Amendments
Act; Loi sur I'évaluation municipale et modifications
corrélatives, present the House with procedura!
difficulties.

| therefore consulted with the Law Officer of the House
respecting the differences and similarities between the
two Bills and have been advised as follows, with respect
to Bill No. 20, and | quote:

“This Bill purports to amend The Municipal
Assessment Act which is now repealed. Further,
the property tax exemption it purports to grant
to the Catherine Booth Bible College is already
granted by Statutes of Manitoba, 1989-90,
Chapter 24(Bill 79).”

Beauchesne’s Citation 624.(3) provides that:

“There is no rule or custom which restrains the
presentation of two or more bills relating to the
same subject and containing similar provisions.
But if a decision of the House has already been
taken on one such bill, for example, if the bili
has been given or refused a second reading, the
other is not proceeded with if it contains
substantially the same provisions and such a bill
could not have been introduced on a motion for
leave. But if a bill is withdrawn, after having made
progress, another bill with the same objects may
be proceeded with.”

Manitoba Rule 31, which states in part that, ‘“‘No
member shall revive a debate already concluded,’ alss
applies to the situation in which the House currently
finds itself in.

Bill No. 79 has received second reading; that is, the
debate on the principle of the Bill has been conciuded.
If the House now continued o debate Bill No. 20, it
would be reviving a debatealready concluded because
of the similarity in content.

Combining advice obtained from the Law Officer of
this House with the authorities just quoted, it wouid
be proceduraily improper, therefore, to permit any
further debate on Bili No. 20. Tc do so would contravene
the authorities cited.

The Honourable Member has two courses of action
open to her. Bili No. Z& can remain on the Order Paper,
not be proceeded with any further, and die when this
Session is prorogued. Alternatively, she may seek th&
unanimous consent of the House to withdraw it at this
time or at a future sitiing.
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BiLL NO. 22—THE CONSUMER
PROTECTION AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Eimwood (Mr. Maloway), Bill
No. 22, The Consumer Protection Amendment Act; Loi
modifiant la Loi sur la protection du consommateur,
standing in the name of the Honourable Minister of
Housing (Mr. Ducharme). Stand.

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed.

* (1710)

BILL NO. 23—THE CONSUMER
PROTECTION AMENDMENT ACT (2)

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Eimwood (Mr. Maloway), Bill
No. 23, The Consumer Protection Amendment Act (2);
Loi no 2 modifiant la Loi sur la protection du
consommateur, standing in the name of the Honourable
Minister of Justice (Mr. McCrae).

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed.

BILL NO. 24—THE BUSINESS NAMES
REGISTRATION AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Eimwood (Mr. Maloway), Bill
No. 24, The Business Names Registration Amendment
Act; Loi modifiant la Loi sur I'enregistrement des noms
commerciaux, standing in the name of the Honourable
Minister of Northern and Native Affairs (Mr. Downey).

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed.

BILL NO. 26—THE REAL
PROPERTY AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for EImwood (Mr. Maloway), Bill
No. 26, The Real Property Amendment Act; Loi
modifiant la Loi sur les biens réels, standing in the
name of the Honourable Minister of Natural Resources
(Mr. Enns).

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed.

BiLL NO. 37—THE MUNICIPAL
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT ACT (2)

SPEAKER’S RULING

Mr. Speaker: The next item of business before the
House is Bill No. 37, The Municipal Assessment
Amendment Act (2); Loi no 2 modifiant la Loi sur
I'évaluation municipale, introduced by the Honourable
Member for Springfield (Mr. Roch), which | advised the
House previously that | was holding pending receipt of
advice from the Law Officer.
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| recognize that there are apparent similarities
between certain provisions in this Bill and Bill No. 79,
The Municipal Assessment and Consequential
Amendment Act; Loi sur I'évaluation municipale et
modifications corrélatives, presented to the House with
procedural difficulties.

|, therefore, consulted with the Law Officer of the
House respecting the differences and similarities
between the two Bills and have been advised as follows
with respect to Bill No. 37:

“This Bill purports to amend The Municipal
Assessment Act which is now repealed. Further
it purports to limit a property tax exemption with
respect to certain lands. Statutes oi Manitoba
1989-90, Chapter 24 (Bill 79) makes no
references to such an exemption. The Legislature
addressed the subject of the particular
exemption in the course of reviewing Bill 79 and
elected to adopt the approach proposed in Bill
79.”

Beauchesne’s Citation 624(3) provides that:

““There is no rule or custom which restrains the
presentation of two or more bills relating to the
same subject and containing similar provisions.
But if a decision of the House nas already been
taken on one such bill, for example, if the bill
has been given or refused a second reading, the
other is not proceeded with if it contains
substantially the same provisions and such a Bill
could not have been introduced on a motion for
leave. But if a Bill is withdrawn, after having made
progress, another Bill with the same objects may
be proceeded with.”

Manitoba Rule 31, which states in part that, “‘No
Member shall revive a debate already concluded,” also
applies to the situation in which the House currently
finds itself. Bill No. 79 has received second reading;
that is, the debate on the principle of the Bill has been
concluded. If the House now continued to debate Bill
No. 37, it would be reviving a debate already concluded
because of the similarity in content.

Additionally, | am advised that the matters addressed
by Bill No. 37 were considered and dealt with by the
enactment of Bill No. 79. Combining the advice obtained
from the Law Officer of this House with the authorities
just quoted, it would be procedurally improper,
therefore, to permit any further debate on Bill No. 37.
To do so would contravene the provisions of
Beauchesne’s Citation 624 and would also be contrary
to our own Rule 31.

The Honourable Member has two courses of action
open to him. Bill No. 37 can remain on the Order Paper,
not be proceeded with any further and die when this
Session is prorogued. Alternatively, he may seek the
unanimous consent of the House to withdraw it at this
time for a future sitting.
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BILL 41—THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC
AMENDMENT ACT (4)

Mr. Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Member for Assiniboia (Mr. Mandrake), Bill
No. 41, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (4); Loi
no 4 modifiant le Code de la route, standing in the
name of the Honourable Minister of Finance (Mr.
Manness). Stand.

Is there leave that this matter remain standing?
Agreed. The Honourable Member for Seven Oaks.

Mr. Mark Minenko (Seven Oaks): Mr. Speaker, |
welcome the opportunity to participate in debate in the
House on this particular legislation. | greet with
enthusiasm the enthusiasm shown on the opposite side
of the House in my addressing this particular legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | would suggest to the House and submit
that the Honourable Member for Assiniboia (Mr.
Mandrake) .is indeed one of the hardest working
Members, second to none in this Chamber. As the
Transport and Highways Critic of the Liberal Party he
has indeed devoted much of his effort and time to
consulting with people on various issues across this
province. He has taken the time to view many of the
locations throughout Manitoba that should be
addressed by the Government, any Government, in
operation.

He spends much time away from home and his family
to provide a good service to Manitobans, to his
constituents first and indeed to all Manitobans. As we
indeed know, we simply do not—in addition to
representing our own constituents, we represent all
Manitobans in this Chamber. It is indeed unfortunate
that in opportunities before, Members of the
Government have taken the opportunity of chuckling
at the Member’s propositions before this Chamber. |
think that does a disservice to this Honourable Member
and indeed all Manitobans. He is certainly a very hard
working Member of the Legislature, second to none.

In listening and reviewing his comments with respect
to this legislation, we see a sliver of that hard work,
where he discusses—and before he proposed this
legislation, consulting widely with various police forces
throughout Manitoba and other Manitobans. He even
reviewed—when commented on by the Member for
Gladstone (Mrs. Oleson) as to what the previous Tory
position was on this type of legislation, he was prepared
to quote from Hansard of June of 1986 as to what the
now Government had to say at that time about this
legislation.

We certainly look for the opportunity of support,
because it is in all of our interests to ensure that our
highways are safe. Safe for our constituents, safe for
the many tourists who come to Manitoba, and safe for
the many industries that use our highways and roads,
that transport goods and provide the employment that
we so need in this province.

Looking at therecord of this Government, we certainly
look forward to seeing even more greater efiorts on
their part to ensure that all iManitobans are provided
with an opportunity of emgloyment, in an area of

employment, in an area of this province, more
importantly an area of this province in which they choose
to work and live.

We have seen the out-migration of Manitobans and
yes, the statistics do show that since 1931, if you look
to decade portions, every decade since 1931, we have
seen a net migration from Manitoba. This Government
certainly does not seem to have in place policies to
address that.

With respect to this legislation further, we see that
with consultation and co-operation we can indeed look
to dealing with this particular problem. These particular
problems of speeding happen even in our local levels.

* (1720)

| have taken the opportunity—not simply speaking
about police protection and not simply commenting on
people writing to me about problems with police and
police protection and the fact that we have too much
crime and we need more police protection in our
areas—but | have taken the opportunity of going out
and speaking to the police in my area and discovering
their concerns and raising concerns that have been
brought to my attention.

Even such a local problem as speeding down a back
lane, although it might not seem a very important issue
for people, but indeed for the people who live on both
sides of that lane, that issue is indeed important. it
affects the safety and health of themselves, people that
are visiting them. | have taken these opportunities of
visiting with the police headquarters in my area, indeed
of walking the beat with the local police constable and
discussing with him, as we were walking along through
the neighbourhood, the many issues and concerns that
he has seen, that people have talked to him about. |
think all these aspects are very important.

I think that again when we look to this legislation,
we see that the Member for Assiniboia {(Mr. Mandrake}
has consulted widely, has reviewed the legisiation before
him, has reviewed the practical situation on our streets
and highways in this province. One of the important
aspects, as | mentioned earlier, of ensuring safety on
our streets and our highways is the tourism trade. We
have seen under the previous NDP Government the
rating that we have received. not only in the environment
issues but certainly in aspects of tourism. We certainty
look to greater opportunities that this Government might
have been able to bring in. We are still waiting.

Just like Jean Chretien remarked some time ago,
that sometimes it is like a car when you are trying to
rock it out of a snow bank. You go a little forward, you
go a little back, you go a little forward, you go a little
back, but we know that Jean Chretien’s ultimate
objective was to get out of that rut, move forward, and
carry on. What has been happ2ning with this
Government is we see that rocking motion back and
forth, but | do not see them moving out of that rut. |
do not see them moving forward -{interjectien)-

The Minister of Natural Resources says, patience,
patience. Well, Mr. Speaker, we have seen what this
Government can do, Manitoba has indeed seen, and
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are indeed concerned about what this Government is
not doing.

When we look at some of these important aspacts,
some of the things that they were addressing when
they were in Opposition, where are they now? Where
are they now? Well, when we look to some of the
campaign promises in the 1988 election, it seems like
this Government has simply set them aside—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. | would like to remind the
Honourable Member for Seven Oaks {Mr. Minenko) to
be relevant to the question which is before the House,
which is Bill No. 41, The Highway Traffic Amendment
Act No. 4, and it appears to me that the entire Bill,
entire content of this Bill, deals specifically with radar
warning devices, so | would ask the Honourable Member
for Seven Oaks to keep his remarks relevant to the
question before the House.

The Honourable Member for Seven Oaks.

Mr. Minenko: | think when we deal with the principle
of any Bill that certainly the roadways aspect to this
legislation is important and | think that we need to look
at what some of the -(interjection)- Well, Mr. Speaker,
the Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness) says he is not
even sure what a radar detector is and, well, perhaps
he could speak to the Member for Assiniboia (Mr.
Mandrake), because | am sure that the Member for
Assiniboia could point and direct the Member, the
Finance Minister, the Member for Morris (Mr. Manness)
to some of his own Members and perhaps his own
comments dealing with this particular legislation that
we have before us.

I think that we look forward to the participation of
the public of Manitoba in committees to hear their
comments on this legislation—

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): | want to hear their
comments, why do they not stand up?

Mr. Minenko: —toconsider—well, and as the Member
for Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux) says, we certainly like to
hear the comments of the Government on the various
legislationbefore us because again they were prepared
and willing to put indeed their comments on the record
some few short years ago.

Mr. Speaker, | would certainly encourage Members
opposite and Members to the left to deal with this
legislation as quickly as possible in order that we can
pass it on to committee for further review and
consideration and most important to consider and to
continue the consultation that the Member for
Assiniboia {Mr. Mandrake) has begun.

Mr. Speaker: As previously agreed, this matter will
remain standing in the name of the Honourable Minister
of Finance (Mr. Manness).

SECOND READINGS
PUBLIC BILLS

BILL NO. 55—THE CROWN
CORPORATIONS PUBLIC REVIEW AND
ACCOUNTABILITY AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. John Angus (St. Norbert) presented Bill No. 55,
The Crown Corporations Public Review and
Accountability Amendment Act; Loi modifiant laLoisur
'’examen public des corporations de la Couronne et
I’obligation redditionnelle de celies-ci, for second
reading to be referred to a committee of this House.

MOTION presented.

Mr. Angus: Mr. Speaker, for your information and for
the information of the House, this deals with the
Manitoba Hydro Corporation, The Crown Accountability
Act and the capital expenditures which are commonly
referred to as mega projects.

First of all, let me say that i think this is a very
important piece of legislation. | recognize that
partisanship politics is played in this House on a regular
basis. | recognize there are different philosophical
positions that are taken by different interested parties,
and | respect those differences.

This particular item has such a magnitude in terms
of its importance to all of the people of Manitoba and,
because of the size of these mega projects, tends to
spread over a series of administrations. It is extremely
important that all of the information that is relevant to
the specific mega projects that are being proposed
from time to time be laid before a body which will
review the factual information independently, without
any political interference or any political representation,
and will report on the viability on the various bits of
information required. Mr. Speaker, that is the underlying
principle and the fundamental reason.

I think | would like to see this particular Bill referred
to the committee, and | would like to see it thrashed
out at that level. | am prepared to accept and work
with all Parties to put in amendments and/or changes
that will make this necessary piece of legislation an
important component, because | believe that it is
necessary.

Mr. Speaker, we have had a case earlier that was
referred to the courts for interpretation. While that is
a right that was available and exercised by the parties
involved, | do not believe that legislation should be so
vague that we allow it to the interpretation of the courts
to clearly indicate what is required.

Mr. Speaker, if | can just go through several specific
portions of this particular Bill, perhaps | would be able
to persuade all Members that the Bill is reasonable
and that there is room for a common ground to be
found on the importance of this legislation.

What it says is that Manitoba Hydro, prior to making
a major capital commitment, will submit the cost-benefit
justifications, plans, estimates, and the schedule for
the development in respect of which the major capital
commitment is to be made to the Public Utilities Board
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for examination and for review. The Public Utilities Board
shall report its findings, comments, and
recommendations to the Minister responsible for
Manitoba Hydro and to the Legislature.

* (1730)

Mr. Speaker, the very first thing that | want to make
absolutely clear is that the determination and/or the
decision for mega projects should, must, continue to
remain with the Government of the Day. They must
have the right to make the decisions as to whether or
not they are going to proceed with a mega project. Of
that | have absolutely no doubt. This Bill is not meant
in any way to circumnavigate the legislative process
that will leave the decision-making with the appropriate
legislative responsibility.

Mr. Speaker, it is designed to put the corporation
into a position of justifying and identifying the various
cost-benefits, the plans, the estimates and the
schedules for development. This is called planning. It
is called looking at the information. It is not coming
to the Legislature so that we can say, why are you
spending this, why are you spending that? It is going
to a body of individuals, the Public Utilities Board, that
have a high degree of integrity, that have a high degree
of respect in the community, that will understand the
various bits of information. They will have no authority
to alter the proposal that Hydro is putting before them
in this case. They will have no authority to change the
proposal that is being made by Hydro. They will simply
comment on their findings and the recommendations,
and they will provide this information to the Minister
and to Manitoba Hydro and to the Legislature.

They will make their comments and their
recommendations to the Executive Council for their
deliberation and decision, and that information will
come to all of the legislators and through them will go
on to the people, the consumers of Manitoba Hydro,
who will provide the ultimate watchdog aspect to this
particular type of project.

Mr. Speaker, we have all seen the development of
projects along the Hydro river, where there has been
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of millions of
dollars invested on these electrical projects. While |
believe that they are in the best interests of the people
of the Province of Manitoba to take this type of action,
| think that | would appreciate the additional security
and the comfort of having this information reviewed
and scrutinized and gone over in a public forum, in an
open manner, as to what is intended to be done, why
it is being done, how long it is going to take, and how
much itis going to cost, and finally and most importantly,
what the ultimate benefits are going to be to the
individual consumers and/or the owners of the hydro
corporation?

Mr. Speaker, it is a reasonable piece of legislation,
it is not meant to cut the pins out from underneath
anybody. It is not meant to embarrass or put anybody
in any sort of an anti-political position. it is designed
to take the process of consideration, of $5 billion in
the case of Conawapa, out frem the ioccked boardrosm
doors on Taylor Avenue of the hydro corporation and

put it into a public forum where every member of the
public will be able to legitimately ask questions,
scrutinize and become fully aware of the information
that is being proposed.

Mr. Speaker, let me just suggest that this particular
suggestion that | have been making, and that we have
formalized into a Bill in fact is being done through The
Crown Accountability Act, to the Public Utilities Board
by the current chairman of the Manitoba Hydro. He
has voluntarily agreed to take the five-year capital
development plans of Hydro to the Public Utilities Board.
| have no idea whether that will include all of the
Conawapa development phase, the number of years
that it is going to take, and | have no idea as to how
much detail is going to be provided. | really beiieve
that it is totally unfair to leave an administrator dangling
without specific rules as to what he should be taking
for public scrutiny and what he should not be taking
for public scrutiny.

In this particular case, what | have tried to do in this
Bill is identify the elastic parameters of what | want
Manitoba Hydro to do. Mr. Speaker, let me go a little
bit further. We have a process in place right now that
an individual who has a large amount of experience in
the legislative procedures of this province has agreed
voluntarily and willingly to take this particular project
to the Public Utilities Board.

Mr. Speaker, that is a bonus. We may not always
have those types of people. We may not always have
Ministers that will want to—while they will always be
honourable, they may not have the same philosophical
belief, the same political belief, that information should
be shared in this fashion.

I think, Mr. Speaker, that it becomes incumbent upon
us as legislators to set in place good legislation
regardless of who represents the position. Far too often,
we fall into the trap of forgetting and losing sight of
the fact that we are here for good legislation and good
Government. We get into partisan politics, name catliing,
finger pointing, and innuendo and suggestions that are
inappropriate for serious business.

Mr. Speaker, this very, very serious Bill, it shouid be
given the utmost consideration with absolute respect.
Once again, a willingness and an assurance that { am
prepared to amend this particular Bill when it gets t¢
committee. | am prepared to look at the legisiation and
entertain amendments that wili make it stronger and
make it a better piece of legislation. | would urge all
Members of this Legislative Assembly to forward this
particular Bill on to the committee so that ii can be
dealt with in a fair fashion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Harold Neuieid {Minister af Energy and iiines}):
I move, seconded by the Minister of MNatural Resources
(Mr. Enns), that debate on this Biil be adjourned.

MOTION presented and carried.

An Honcurable Member: Mr. Speaker, | think the
Honourable Minister of Natural Resources wanied 1o
address this Bill.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. | have
another Member atiempiing to get his Bill on.

* (1740)
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BILL NO. 85—THE ELECTIONS
AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. Bill Uruski {Interlake) presented Bill No. 85, The
Elections Amendment Act; Loi modifiant la Loi
électorale, for second reading, to be referred to a
committee of this House.

MOTION presented.

Mr. Uruski: | want to thank Members of this House
for giving me the opportunity to introduce Bill No. 85.
It is likely one of the shortest pieces of legislation in
this Chamber, but it certainly begins and extends the
tradition that this House has pioneered in the
appointment of members of a public service in areas
such as the Clerk who is sitting in this House. His
position is one where all Parties who are represented
at the time when a vacancy occurs participate on the
Committee of Privileges and Elections of this Assembly,
appoint and agree to do the interviews and make
recommendations to this House on the appointment
of Members or those incumbents who apply for that
position.

As well, Mr. Speaker, the position of the Ombudsman
is one that—when we were in Government during the
early ‘70s, we brought into this House, setting up the
Office of the Ombudsman. His or her position, that
position was one that was approved by the unanimous
agreement and position of Members who sat on the
Committee of Privileges and Elections. That position
wasfilled through this process that | am recommending,
Mr. Speaker, that the Chief Electoral Officer for the
province be in fact appointed through this process.

We have had some acrimonious debate in the past
about positions such as this being political and not
being fair and the like. This province has historically
pioneered in the area of non-partisan appointments in
areas such as | am recommending.

We have had the unfortunate passing and untimely
death of Richard Willis, who was the Chief Electoral
Officer of the time. All Members | am sure were shocked
by his untimely passing and we share and grieved at
his loss. He was a good civil servant, had very close,
initially, political ties but did attempt and did do an
excellent job for Members of this Chamber, all
Candidates who ran in the Election and proved himself
to be very clearly non-partisan in the carrying out of
his duties. That took a lot of work and a lot of time
over the period of years that he was in that position.

What! hope | canurge to Members of the Government
and the Official Opposition—and | am not sure that
the Government has as yet appointed a Chief Electoral
Officer to replace Mr. Willis. If they have not, Mr.
Speaker, this would be clearly an opportunity to follow
along the course that was started in this Chamber.

| guess | could go back to the ‘60s when the D. L.
Campbell Government of the Day passed legislation
to set up the Independent Boundaries Commission, the
electoral boundaries commission. That was the
beginning of setting out a process whereby the charges
of political meddling could be avoided by having

people—and in that Biii, you have the Chief Justice of
Manitoba, whoever he or she may be at the time; |
believe you have the president of the University of
Manitoba, whoever he &r she is at the time; and the
Chief Electoral Officer, who would have been the chief
civil servant who would bring about the data and the
information for that committee.

This would follow along that tradition. | would like
to hear from somebody on the Government side
whether they have moved to advertise, Mr. Speaker,
maybe you may know, | have not seen the ads, whether
there have been any postings. If there have not, |
suggest, and | am sure that the Liberal Opposition would
have no difficulty and | am sure most Members of the
Tory Caucus would have no difficulty in following this
course of action.

As being one of the, not the oldest, because the
Minister of Natural Resources (Mr. Enns) is the elder
statesperson of this House—they call it the dean of
this Chamber, the daddy of this House or the mother
of this Assembly—being the Minister of Natural
Resources, serving since 1966, but clearly | and the
Member for Brandon East (Mr. Leonard Evans) are |
guess almost next in line; 1969 was when | came to
this Chamber. | ask all Honourable Members to consider
as part of the tradition of this Assembly to move this
position into one of those that we have agreed to in
the past of appointment by consensus, generally by
consensus of all Members of the House who would be
appointed to serve on this committee.

With the shortest ado, | recommend this legislation
to all Members of this House in the hope that it could
be passed this Session and the process of filling the
position of Chief Electoral Officer could take place by
all Members of the Chamber. Thank you very much.

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Northern and Native
Affairs): Mr. Speaker, | move, seconded by the Minister
of Energy and Mines (Mr. Neufeld), that debate be
adjourned.

MOTION presented and carried.

BILL NO. 91—THE PUBLIC
HEALTH AMENDMENT ACT

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St. Johns) presented Bill
No. 91, The Public Health Amendment Act; Loi modifiant
la Loi sur la santé publique, for second reading, to be
referred to a committee of this House.

MOTION presented.

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased
to have the opportunity to introduce this Bill in some
detail at second reading stage.

This Bill is more clearly described in terms of its
ability to begin to solve the very serious problem of
solvent abuse in our many communities. It is more
properly referred to as anti-sniff legislation. Mr. Speaker,
it comes out of a very significant invoivement at the
community level. It is not a bill which has come out of
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a few Members in our caucus, but it emerges from a
very strong community movement and a real interest
to ensure some mechanism is put in place at the
community level to deal with a very serious problem.

It is a bill which, in essence, seeks to prohibit the
sale of inhalants to minors, and it is based on the view
that legislation is urgently needed to discourage solvent
abuse among young people, which, in our view, is a
widespread and serious problem throughout Manitoba.
| am sure many Members in this House will realize that
the results of sniffing are often tragic, involving
permanent injury or death, and that collectively we must
ensure that every step is taken to limit the sale of toxic
inhalants and to help prevent solvent abuse.

* (1750)

Mr. Speaker, | said this Bill comes out of a community
movement. It comes out of a group of people who have
been involved over a long number of years in a coalition
in an organized effort to try to curb the sale of solvent
products. Members in this Chamber may be familiar
to some extent with the Winnipeg Anti-Sniff Coalition
which grew, came to be in the early ‘70s and focused
that decade and used that decade to try to seek change
at all levels with respect to solvent abuse. In fact,
Members may be familiar with the efforts to seek
legislation at all levels and with their success, their
limited success, in seeking some change at the
municipal level with the by-law that came into effect
in 1979. However, it was a short-lived by-law in that
the law was challenged by corporate interests in our
society and was struck down.

Mr. Speaker, this Bill is an attempt to begin to deal
with the problem, to move in the direction of curbing
the sale of solvents so that our young people’s health
is not put in such great risk and jeopardy.

There is no pretension that this Bill solves the entire
problem. There is a clear-cut realization that in order
to deal concisely with this very serious problem, one
has to deal with the roots of the problems, the roots
being economic circumstances, the roots being difficult
family life, the roots being abuse, the roots being chronic
unemployment, the roots being terrible housing
conditions and so on. There is a real consensus in the
community that if we can begin to at least, through
legislation, curb the sale of these products for our young
people, then we will have taken a responsible action,
and we will have done something good for the young
people in our society.

I think the concern is best summed up in a recent
letter that came to all of our attention by the president
of the Northwest Child and Family Services Agency
who wrote to us in support of this Bill and said: We
are pleased to see such a Bill, as it carries forward
concerns brought to your attention by us in a previous
correspondence. The issue of solvent abuse is one
which plays havoc in our community; the tragic toll for
which comes into our agency oni a daily basis. We are
the agency and the community which has to deal with
the family disruptions when solvent abuse becomes
rampant with parents and chiidren. We are the agency
which has to attend to newborn bakies requiring

medical attention and subsequently has to find special
foster parents to care for these children. That is one
indication of the concern throughout our community.
There are many others.

Mr. Speaker, let us do work together on this piece
of legislation and do it for our young people, best
summed up in the words of a young person, who made
the following statement: | have learned that sniffing
is a lot more dangerous than | thought. | never knew
sniffing was such a big problem in Winnipeg. | also
never knew that it can cause brain, liver and heart
damage. | never knew it can cause suffocation. So what
am | going to do about it, says this individual: since
I have learned so much about sniffing that | never knew,
I have quit. | will try my hardest to prove that | have
quit. Also, many people have said, | have a good future
ahead of me—and | agree with them—If | had been
dumb enough to continue sniffing, | could very easily
ruin that future.

| think, Mr. Speaker, that sums up the concerns from
those who have been unfortunate enough to have turned
to sniff and to turn to these kinds of products to get
some sort of a high. | think it reflects the kind of
responsibility that we as legislators have. | think we
have a responsibility to do whatever is possible to make
those products less available to young people. We have
a responsibility to make some small steps on behaif
of communities working to help themselves.

I look forward, Mr. Speaker, to a thorough debate
in this Legislature and to a consensus on the part of
all Members to moving forward with this small step to
end a very serious problem in our society. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, | too
was wanting to put a few words on the record on this
particular Bill. | agree with the Member for St. Johns
and the comments that she has made to a certain
extent. The abuse of sniffing is a very serious thing in
our society. | think if we go out into the north end, in
particular the north end and some of the areas where
a large component of this abuse actually is you will
find that it is as serious an issue as the Member for
St. Johns tried to portray.

The question mark, Mr. Speaker, that | would have
is that it appears to be good legislation that we would
like to see go to committee so that we can possibly
enhance it, make it better legistation. We would suggest
that it should go to the committee stage. What ! find
most unfortunate is that this is not a problem iri the
last 18 months. This has been a problem that we have
had for a number of years. The Member for St. Johns
had an opportunity to bring in legislation, badly needed
legislation, that could have addressed this issue while
she was in Government.

Mr. Speaker, when you are in Government, esge
in a majority type situation, yvou have an opporiu
that you can bring forward legislation, you can en
that it will go into the commitiee stage, and it wo
be thoroughly debated, it can go back in for third
reading and be voted upon.- {interjection)- The Mamber
for Elmwood (Mr. Maloway) says, it is easy o sa
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the Member for St. Johns (Ms. Wasylycia-Leis), he has
a large number of Bills that could have been brought
forward white they were in Government. | question why
they did not do that, why the Member for St. .ohns,
if she is so sincere about the issue, that she did not
bring it forward when they were in Government? That
is what | find so hard to believe. It is not an issue of
the past 18 or 19 months. It has been there for many
years. The Member for St. Johns could have stood up
in her caucus, in Cabinet, and brought forward at that
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time, and we would have the laws in piace today had
she had the principles i¢ do that back then.

Asisay, | just want to put a few words on the record.
That is basicaily all. | would suggest that a Bill of this
nature should—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. When this matter is again
before the House, the Honourable Member will have
12 minutes remaining.

The hour being 6 p.m., this House is adjourned and
stands adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow {Friday).





