
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Tuesday, September 26, 1989. 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYER S  

ROUTIN E  PROCEEDINGS 

PRESENTING REPORTS B Y  STANDING 
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEE S  

Mr. William Chornopyski (Chairman o f  Committees): 
Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Supply has adopted 
certain resolutions, directs me to report the same, and 
asks leave to sit again. 

I move, seconded by the Honourable Member for St. 
J ames (Mr. Edwards), that the report of the committee 
be received. 

- MOTION presented and carried. 

TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. Harold Neufeld (Minister of Energy and Mines): 
Mr. Speaker, I am p leased to table the Seventh Annual 
Report of the Manitoba Energy Authority for the year 
ended March 3 1 ,  1 989. 

Mr. Speaker: N otices of M otio n - th e  Honourable 
Minister of  Finance. 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, my apology. I would like to table an Annual 
Report-

Mr. Speaker: Under Ministerial Statements and Tabling 
of Reports? 

M r. Manness:  - yes ,  t h e  A n n u a l  Report  of t h e  
Department o f  Finance. 

I NTRO D U CTION OF GUESTS 

- Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral questions, may I direct 
Honourable Members' attention to the gal lery where 
we have from the Valley Gardens Junior High School, 
thirty-eight Grades 7 ,  8 and 9 students under the 
direction of Mr. Doug N owicki. This school is located 
in the constituency of the H onourable Member for 
Concordia (Mr. Doer). 

On behalf of al l  Honourable Members, I welcome you 
here this afternoon . 

* ( 1 335) 

ORAL QUE STION PERIOD 

PCB Safety and Storage 
Theft 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
My question is to the Minister of Environment (Mr. 
Cummings). 
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Mr. Speaker, it concerns the theft of five 205-litre 
drums containing PCBs. On Friday in this House the 
Minister said that all PCB storage sites complied with 
regulations and requirements, and that being the case, 
can he explain to the House how someone or some 
people got in, stole five of them and moved them? 

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister of Environment): Well ,  
M r. Speaker, obviously the people who chose to remove 
these light ballasts from the storage that they were in 
had to break into the building to do so. As a result 
t hey are, if they can be identified , subject to some 
p rosecution u n d e r  Dangerous G oods and 
Transportation and Handling. They broke into a building 
which was secured . 

Obviously the question that needs to be asked here 
is whether or not there has been an aura created around 
PCBs, which in this case were contained in light ballasts, 
that makes people, the public, feel t hey have to do this 
sort of thing. What it does is endanger the methods 
that we have put in place to consolidate and identify 
al l  articles that contain PCBs so t hey can eventually 
be taken for destruction. 

Site Security 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
But, for two Sessions we have asked the Department 
of Environment to put into place appropriate regulations 
g u aranteeing t he adeq u ate p r otection .  We have 
individuals taking the law into their own hands simply 
because they believe that this G overnment's attitude 
to PCBs is Progressive Conservative blarney. 

Now, wil l  this Government respond and ensure that 
there is adequate protected storage facilities for PCBs 
in this p rovince? 

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister of Environment): Mr. 
Speaker, we are talking about l ight  bal lasts that were 
taken out of schools. The Transcona-Springfield School 
Division took the appropriate action. They took out of 
service these light bal lasts. They put them into storage 
that was secure. They put them into storage that was 
on a separate l ocation .  Now what we have is a situation 
where there has been an aura of distrust that is created 
around the storage of that material .  We have indicated 
previously in response to the Workplace, Safety and 
Health Committee which M r. Fox-Decent chaired , sent 
a letter to us earlier this summer indicating that there 
were certain sites that they felt were unsuitab le. 

These PCBs were to be removed in the very near 
future through the auspices of the Hazardous Waste 
Management Corporation and put into further secure 
storage. That is part of the ongoing process of removing 
light ballasts and any other materials that contain PCBs 
from service, from storage sites, and consolidate it 
further. 
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Regulation Amendments 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (leader of the Opposition): 
I have a supplementary q uestion to the Minister. 

The aura of distrust  h as been c reated by t hat 
Government that cannot respond to crisis, whether it 
is foster parents, whether it is day care, or whether it 
is PCBs. 

Will the Minister tell this H ouse today if he is prepared 
to introduce tougher regu lations so that individuals do 
not feel compelled to take the law into their own hands? 

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister of Environment): The 
reg u l ations regarding the storage of this m aterial 
become progressively more restrictive in accordance 
with the concentration and volume of material that is 
being stored. There needs to be some smaller sites. 
Organizations, companies that wish to store the material 
themselves or wish to store it while it is awaiting 
destruction or awaiting consolidation into other more 
secure locations, they need an opportunity to store 
that. We cannot be sending a truck to a school every 
time they have a handful of bal lasts that need to be 
taken to another location. This material was very quickly 
identified where it came from because the drums were 
identified. 

* ( 1 340) 

We were fortunate inasmuch as the person who did 
this did not disturb the contents of the drum insofar 
as we can tel l ,  but it d rives home the importance of 
making sure that we have correct information out in 
the public so they understand this material is being 
consolidated so it can be destructed . 

Prairie Militia Headquarters 
Relocation 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
I have a new question to the First Minister. 

The Wilson budget of April ,  1 989, announced major 
base closures in Manitoba. If  the federal Government 
cannot be persuaded from this course of action, CFB 
Portage wil l  be eliminated and the Princess Patricias 
wil l  be transferred from Winnipeg to Edmonton. This 
wil l  create a major gap historically and in real terms 
in Manitoba's proud history as a defence center in 
Canada. 

Today we had it confirmed that further cuts are being 
made. The prairie militia area headquarters is moving 
from Winnipeg to Edmonton,  slated for 1 992. Can this 
First Minister (Mr. Filmon) tell this H ouse when he 
learned of this further erosion of our military presence? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, I find it 
very interesting that the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. 
Carstairs) changes her point of view virtual ly every day. 

Last week, she was criticizing me for having met with 
the Prime Minister and raised as a major issue the need 
to ensure that in response to the cuts that were made 
in the military in Manitoba, that we sought other 

economic initiatives, economic investment, job creation 
activities in this Province, specifically to backfil l for those 
initiatives that were undertaken in the budget. I said 
to her that very shortly after we had the announcement 
of the rotary com bine manufacturing facility and a 
couple of hundred jobs in Portage la Prairie, there were 
several other initiatives that were under way as a result 
of the federal Government going to take a look at this 
and to ensure that in response to those kinds of 
activities, M anitoba would get job creation investment 
in this province. 

She did not want us to do that. She was opposed 
to my discussing that with the Prime Minister, wanted 
me to discuss other issues, M r. Speaker, and now she 
is on to this issue again. She has to decide which side 
of the bench she is on. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Leader 
of the Opposition. 

Mrs. Carstairs: Wel l ,  thank you ,  M r. Speaker. This is 
another example of the Premier not knowing about the� 
issues, so it is impossible for him to lay them before � 

the Prime Minister of the country. 

B uilding Occupants 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
The supplementary question to the First Minister (Mr. 
Filmon), in that the b uilding occupied by prairie militia 
has been declared obsolete and no further repairs wil l  
be done to i t ,  what other information does he have 
that he can share with this House about other units 
presently stationed in that building? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, I wil l take 
t hat question as notice, and I wil l bring back complete 
information for the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. 
Carstairs). 

Military Personnel 
Transfers 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 4 
The assault on our centre of defence continues by the 
cousins of t his G overnment  in  Ottawa. Can t his 
Government tel l us what contacts they have had , if any, 
with the federal Minister of Defence, indicating just how 
many military personnel are to be cut from this province 
in the next five years? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): I know that the Leader 
of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) does not have a great 
recol lection of the history of the reductions in defence 
that were made in this province under the Liberal 
Government led by her idol , Pierre El liott Trudeau. 

When Pierre El liott Trudeau was the Prime Minister 
of this country, he closed the defence base at Rivers, 
he closed the defence base at Gimli, and he closed 
the overhaul and maintenance base of Air Canada here,  
getting rid of thousands and thousands of jobs, M r. 
S peaker, under the Liberal Government. 

* ( 1 345) 
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I know she does not remember that because she 
was not in  th is province, but I say to her that the worst 
devastat ion  to t h is provi nce ,  in terms of defence 
spending ,  was made by the Liberal Government of 
P ierre Trudeau, and there wil l  never be any Government 
that will equal those moves in  terms of the defence 
establ ishment in  Manitoba. 

Day Care Workers 
Salaries 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member 
for St. Johns. 

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-leis (St. Johns): Today, Mr. 
Speaker, hundreds of ch i ldren,  chi ld care professionals 
and parents visited the Min ister of Family Services' 
(Mrs. Oleson) office to g ive her peanuts, to d rive home 
the point to th is Min ister and the Government that the 
chi ld care workers earning on average $ 1 5,600 a year 
make peanuts. � By the way, some of those chi ldren wanted to make 
sure that the M in ister and the Premier received their 
peanuts, and so I would l ike the Pages, if  they could 
come u p  and actually-

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. 

Ms. Wasylycia-leis: If I could have a-

***** 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, p lease. Beauchesne 
5-333 is very expl icit about exh ibits in the Chamber. 

The Honourable Member for Thompson, on a point 
of order. 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): I have a point of order. 
I do believe we have a precedent. A number of years 
ago, Wa l l y  M c Kenz ie ,  a former M em ber  of t h e  

� Leg islature, tabled a dead pigeon in th is House and 
, had it personally del ivered to the M i nister at that point 

i n  t ime. I d o  bel ieve that th is fal ls in  the same spir it .  
I am not referring either to the strawberries, trees, and 
other shrubs and paraphernalia that have been placed 
in the House on other occasions. I do bel ieve the intent 
of the Member was qu ite honest when he had this 
delivered, which was a request made by the delegation 
today. As I said, th is is  the dead pigeon precedent. 

M r. S peaker :  Order, please; order, p lease. The 
H onourable Government House Leader, on the same 
point of order. 

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader): 
Mr. Speaker, I point out that in  my view it is inappropriate 
for the Honourable Member for Thompson (Mr. Ashton) 
to comment or refiect on your previous comments 
respect ing the behaviour of the Honourable Member 
for St. Johns (Ms. Wasylycia-l.eis). 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. As far as I am concerned, 
a bad precedent does not constitute a function of this 
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H ouse. Therefore, I have ruled that is an exh ib i t .  They 
are out of order. 

***** 

Mr. Speaker: Wil l  the Honourable Member for St. Johns 
k indly put her question now, please? 

Ms. Wasylycia-leis: Considering,  Mr. Speaker, that 
the M inister remained holed up in her office and refused 
to meet with all but a few of those chi ldren, which I 
must say struck most of those chi ldren as quite impol ite, 
I had hoped the Min ister would accept those peanuts, 
and maybe she will after outside the House. 

I would like to ask the M inister to tell this House how 
her Government can justify giving its pol it ical aids l ike 
M ichael Bessey pay increases of $ 1 3,447 over the last 
two weeks and tell ch i ld care professionals t here is 
nothing for them? 

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of Family Services): 
M r. Speaker, I would l ike to point out to the Member 
who has raised the point that I spoke to only a few 
ch i ldren. I was having a meeting with some people who 
had come from considerable d istance to meet with me 
this morn ing ,  had an appointment several weeks ago, 
and I could not leave that meeting.  When I was able 
to leave it I spoke to the chi ldren that were there. I 
am always happy to see chi ldren. 

* ( 1 350) 

Day Care Workers 
Salaries 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St. Johns, 
with a supplementary q uestion. 

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St. Johns): It is  clear, M r. 
Speaker, that this Government is prepared to give caviar 
to the pol it ical staff i n  the Premier's Office and peanuts 
to the day-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, p lease. 

Ms. Wasylycia-leis: My question to the M i nister of 
Family Services (Mrs. Oleson) is: can this Min ister 
explain to this House where is the fairness in  a situat ion 
where M ic h ael Bessey, who hand les the Premier, 
receives $70 ,526 ;  letter carr iers hand le  the mai l ,  
receiving over $27,000; clerks who handle groceries at 
Safeway receive over $2 1 ,000; but th is Government 
sees fit to pay ind ividuals who requ ire a two- to three
year community college diploma and look after chi ldren 
in  this province, only $ 1 5,600.00? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I am real ly 
interested to hear the comments of the Member for 
St. Johns, because it is interest ing to know that when 
she was in Government, when the NOP was starving 
day care workers, when they were creating the situation 
that currently prevails in  terms of salaries to day care 
workers ,  d u r i n g  t h at same per iod of t ime h e r  
administration tripled the salary o f  the wife o f  the Leader 
of the N OP. 

• 
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Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh !  

Mr. Filmon: Tripled the salary-in a space between 
1 982 and 1 988, they tripled the salary. Her own salary 
dur ing a period of less than two years, from 1982 to 
1 984, when she was a co-ord inator of the Premier's 
Secretariat that is the Member for St .  Johns ( Ms. 
Wasylycia-Leis). Her salary went up 23 percent in less 
than two years whi le she was starving day care workers, 
provid ing them with i ncreases of less than 5 percent, 
but her own salary was raised by 23 percent in that 
year. I th ink it  is shocking, shameful, and she ought to 
be embarrassed about those th ings. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, p lease. I am sure 
a l l  H on o u r a b l e  M e m bers w o u l d  l i k e  t o  proceed . 
Honourable Members who wish to carry on a pr ivate 
conversation, as it appears that they are trying to do, 
may do so outside the Chamber. 

Day Care Workers 
Salaries 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St. Johns, 
with her f inal supplementary q uest ion.  

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St.  Johns): Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
with my second last quest ion.  M aybe the Premier (Mr. 
Fi lmon) would l ike to put on the record that the salary 
of the co-ordinator and the Premier's secretary is 
double, double what I earned back those years ago-

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh !  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: -and maybe he can explain that .  
M r. Speaker, if the Premier i s  not prepared to hear the 
voices of day care workers, parents and ch i ldren today 
by way of their i l lustration with peanuts, perhaps he is 
prepared to address the hundreds and hundreds of 
letters-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. I have just 
fin ished warning the Honourable Member for St.  Johns. 
Order. The Honourable Mem ber for St. Johns, k indly 
put her question  now, please. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: M r. Speaker, I apolog ize for that. 
I only use that as an i l lustration of the seriousness of 
th is current issue. My question back to  the M i n ister of 
Family Services (M rs. Oleson), since she is responsible 
for day care, is th is: is the M i n ister now wi l l ing to enter 
i nto negotiations with child care professionals to reach 
t he salary level recom mended by an i ndependent 
assessment and recommending that day care workers 
earn on average $23,000, and is she prepared to commit 
herself today that she wil l  negotiate that with day care 
workers for a three-year period? 

* ( 1 355) 

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of Family Services) : 
Mr. Speaker, I have always ind icated, even the day that 
I made the announcement to the media and to the 
people of Manitoba, what the funding was for this year, 
the $6 mi l l ion increase in d ay care for this year. I 
ind icated to them at that t ime that I was concerned 
about the salaries and would be work ing with the day 
care field to improve the salaries. 

Ms. Wasylycia-Leis: But the Min ister is not prepared 
to sit down with day care workers and beg in  negotiat ing 
a three-year settlement. 

Mini-Skool Closure 
Replacement Centre 

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (St. Johns): My final question 
to the M i nister is th is: what is th is M i n ister prepared 
to do in the next three days to do something about 
the fact that Min i -Skool, a profit day care owned by 
Kinder-Care, an Alabama based company, shuts its 
doors on Friday, September 29, leaving chi ldren without � 
care and at risk? What is th is Min ister going to do to � 
respond to the request for parents wanting to set u p  
their own co-op day care as a replacement to that day 
care? What is she going to do and will she-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

M s .  Wasylycia-Leis :  -solve t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
immediately? 

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of Family Services): 
As soon as the staff got word that this centre was 
proposing  to close, the centre was provided with 
i nformation on what spaces were available i n  the 
neigh bourhood, i n  other day cares. Many people have 
found spaces. There has been a parent group write 
me a letter and my staff are work ing with them t o  see 
if they can set up another centre. All these th ings are 
being done. The Member thinks they have not got my 
attention. They have. I meet with these groups and the � 
work is being done. � 

Conflict of Interest 
Municipal Act Amendments 

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): I see the marriage of 
convenience is suffering some strains and some tension. 
I am sure they wil l  work it out. My question is to  the 
Min ister of Urban Affairs (Mr. Ducharme). 

Yesterday the M i nister gave confused and muddled 
answers to d irect quest ions on the issue of perceived 
confl i ct of i nterest among municipal counci l lors. 

Hon. James Downey (Min ister of Northern and Native 
Affairs): N o t h i n g  compared to the confused and 
bum bled questions. 

Mr. Carr: Mr. Speaker, the muddled M inister for Seniors 
(Mr. Downey) is mumbl ing from his chair. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  
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Mr. Carr: Mr. Speaker, first he confuses the municipal-

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. The Honourable Member 
for Fort Rouge has the floor. 

Mr. Carr: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First the Minister 
confuses The M unicipal Council Conflict of Interest Act 
with The City of Winnipeg Act, and then he tells us 
t hat al l  is wel l ,  the guidelines are sufficient ,  seeming 
to ask what is all the fuss about? Mr. Speaker, his lazy, 
hazing meanderings are not good enough for a skeptical 
pub lic. H as the wave of public opinion washed over 
t he Minister overnight, leaving a residue of sober second 
thought, and wil l  he now admit to his mistake and 
announce changes to The M unicipal Council Conflict 
of Interest Act, in order to safeguard the public interest? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Urban Affairs): 
No, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Carr: M r. S peaker, we thought that the Minister 
� had good sense to reflect overnight but apparently he 
' has not. W hy does the Government apply a different 

set of criteria to Members of this Legislature as it does 
to municipal council lors? 

Mr. Ducharme: I n  April of'83,  everyone, through the 
municipalities, had al l  contributed to that part of the 
Act ,  a n d  t h at is  t h e  legis lation that  g overn s  a l l  
municipalities and city council . 

Public Confidence 

Mr. James Carr (Fort Rouge): We are not doubting,  
M r. Speaker, which Act prevails. We are talking about 
whether or not this Act is strong enough.  Is  the Minister 
satisfied that this laissez-faire approach on this issue 
wil l  undermine p ub lic confidence in municipal politics 
in Manitoba, and what is he going to do about it? 

* ( 1 400) 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Urban Affairs): 
� M r. Speaker, anyone writing legislation will know that 
, it is unfortunate that perception is always out there no 

matter what you set as guidelines. And, as I say again,  
when they set the legislation review and they discussed 
the conflict guidelines throughout the province in 1 983,  
when t hey set the l egis latio n ,  it was set for  a l l  
municipalities and the City o f  Winnipeg. 

Land Development 
Proposal Calls 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (lnkster): I have a question for 
the Minister of Housing (Mr. Ducharme). In June of 
1 98 8 ,  t h e  M anit o b a  H o m e  Bui lders  Association 
circulated a memo informing its members that the 
Government was interested in hearing proposals on 
the development of three areas in the City of Winnipeg, 
those being south St. Boniface, Meadows West and 
the South Island Lakes. Mr. Speaker, given that Ladco 
h ad the successfu l proposal on the south St. Boniface 
land, which includes absolutely no commitment to non-

profit housing, can the Minister of Housing tel l  us today 
if he has received any other proposals regarding the 
other two pieces of property? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): No, 
M r. Speaker. 

Mr. Lamoureux: This is a supplementary question to 
the same Minister. Why did the Minister of Housing 
choose Ladco when we have since then learned that 
a consortium of companies put forward a proposal that 
would  have seen Meadows West developed, along with 
the St. Boniface lands. This would  have ensured low
end and non-profit housing. They, too, were forecasting 
a profit . 

Mr. Ducharme: We sat down with the critic and 
explained. Not only did we get more for the St. Boniface 
lands but now we have, over and above that, about 
$3 mil lion and al l  of the Maples land to now derive the 
profits so that we can enter into other contracts. We 
made more in the St. Boniface lands than in the 
proposal that he submits and now have al l  the Maples 
lands as a result ,  and we wil l now be able to sell those 
lands. 

Mr. Lamoureux:  M r. S peaker, my supp lementary 
q uestion is ,  cou ld  t h e  M inister of H o u si n g  ( M r. 
Ducharme) p lease explain why he would enter into a 
high-risk deal with Ladco, a deal which includes no 
guarantee whatsoever of the development of non-profit 
or lower-ended housing while at the same time he 
rejected a proposal, that call that guaranteed a return 
of G overnment investment, a profit, and that is what 
the Government was trying to accomplish . They would 
have guaranteed a profit along with low-end housing.  
Are you giving up on Meadows West? Have you given 
up on South Island Lake? You have not received any 
proposal cal l .  

Mr. Ducharme: I do not  know how to explain to  the  
individuals that we made more money on one piece of 
land than we would have on the two pieces and now, 
M r. S peaker, we wil l  take the $ 1 0  mil lion worth of profit 
and put it into proper housing right across the city and 
sti l l  have the M aples land to put into housing .  

Ladco Land D evelopment D eal 
Joint Venture Viability 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): My question, too, is to 
the Minister of Housing (Mr. Ducharme). I ask him simply 
if he  can indicate the status of the joint venture that 
he, as Minister of Housing, and his Government entered 
into with the private sector land developers, Ladco, to 
develop the south St. Boniface property for upscale 
housing. My specific request to him is, can he indicate 
if he is standing by his original assumptions as to the 
need for and the viability of the joint venture between 
his Government and Ladco? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing):  M r. 
Speaker, the committee that is responsible for it, my 
Deputy Minister and my Assistant Deputy Minister, along 
with two other people form the management committee, 
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they are now reviewing the proposal that they put 
through and they wi l l  now be applying to the City of 
Winnipeg for a subdivision i n  that area. My mind has 
not changed that it is a good arrangement for that 
area, and even with the market situation the way it is 
today, we had already put that into our proposal that 
it would be over the next 1 2  years. 

Mr. Cowan: At the time the M inister announced the 
land deal with Ladco, he defended that deal by saying 
the bringing of th is u pscale housing project on the 
market would not g lut  the market because there was 
a need for new housing in the City of Winnipeg. 

Housing Market 
Saturation 

Mr. Jay Cowan {Churchil l) :  H ow does the M in ister 
defend those statements he  made a l ittle over three 
months ago with his statement of September 1 5, 1 989, 
in  his letter to the city in which he states that the existing 
s u p p l y  is adeq u ate t o  m eet the c i t y ' s  needs for 
approximately 20 years beyond the turn of the century? 
Simi larly, there is a surplus of large lots in the City of 
Winn ipeg that far exceeds any foreseeable demand. 
Does he sti l l  stand by his statements earl ier that this 
wi l l  not glut the market when there is no need? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme {Minister of Housing): M r. 
Speaker, I was referring in that letter-if you would 
p lace the letter before the Assembly-about lots to be 
developed outside the urban l imit l ine; and secondly, 
if he would also go back and look at the projections 
for t h e  St. Bon i face a rea even d u r i n g  the worst 
years , '8 1 -82, that the house sales were down, that 
particular area always produced at least 1 20 to 1 50 
homes a year and that is what we have set our 
projections on, at the lowest f igure, i n  the lowest years. 

Mr. Cowan: It is interesting that there are not enough 
houses on the market when the company wants to 
enter into a deal with private sector land developers 
and there are too many houses on the market a few 
months later. 

Government Developing 

Mr. Jay Cowan {Churchill): Can the M in ister assure 
the  Leg is lature t h at the  fact h i s  G overn ment ,  the  
Conservative Government, has d i rectly entered into the 
housing market as a developer is  not causing the 
Government to reject new developments because of 
the impact of additional housing on the viabi l ity and 
profitability of their own deals with private sector land 
developers? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme {Minister of Housing): M r. 
Speaker, definitely yes. 

Ste. Anne, Manitoba 
Policing 

Mr. Paul Edwards {St. James): My question is for the 
Minister of Justice (Mr. Mccrae). The police department 

in Ste. Anne, M anitoba, has asked this M inister for help 
in  dealing with its problems with the town 's mayor and 
h is  fami ly. There appears to be a h igh level of conflict 
and hostil ity between the pol ice department and the 
mayor, and the pol ice morale in  Ste. Anne is no doubt 
suffering as a result .  We have now learned that the 
ch ief constable, Constable Mantey, al leges that he has 
ind irectly received very serious threats which may be 
related to these problems. 

Mr. Speaker, my question is, g iven that the M i nister 
has been aware of this problem for some time, what 
actions have he and his department taken to deal with 
them? 

Hon. James Mccrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): I am aware, Mr. Speaker, of the d ifficu lties 
referred to by the Honourable Member in the Town of 
Ste. Anne. I have received correspondence from various 
people in  that area, including the chief of police, and 
my department and I have discussed this matter. We 
discussed the matter with Assistant Superintendent 
Henry of the RCMP as wel l .  By letter of today's date, 
we are asking the Royal Canadian Mounted Pol ice to � 
conduct a complete investigation into the al leg ations 
and counter-al legations that are being made in the Town 
of Ste. Anne. 

Mr. Edwards: M r. Speaker, I understand that the 
M inister has as well seen fit to meet with the mayor, 
yet, despite a specific request from the police constable, 
has not yet met with him to explore and investigate 
these allegations so that he can get both sides of the 
story, which I am sure he is very interested in gett ing,  
and deal with th is matter swiftly and fairly. Wi l l  the 
M i n ister i m m e d i ate ly make contact with the  c h ief 
constable in  order to hear his side and set up a meeting 
with h im as he d id with the mayor? 

Mr. Mccrae: I met with Mayor Blanchette in his capacity 
as a private citizen of the Town of Ste. Anne by virtue 
of the fact that the mayor removed himself from 
d iscussion of issues relating to the police due to a 
perceived or real - I  am not sure which-conflict on 
his part. I do not see any point taking sides in  this .i 
House, one side or the other, as the Honourable Member � 
seems to want to do.  I prefer to leave the matter in 
the hands of the RCM P  which, under The Police Act 
of Manitoba, is the appropriate thing to do when 
circumstances like this arise. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Edwards: M r. Speaker, qu ite the contrary, I am 
asking the M i nister to meet with both sides. He has 
met with one thus far. 

M r. Speaker, again for the Min ister, I appreciate that 
the Min ister has referred this to the RCMP. However, 
the RCM P  through their police activities have been 
referred many of the cases and , I would say, have in 
some respects become an interested party in  this. Has 
the M inister considered referring this matter to the 
Pol ice Commission pursuant to The Provincial Police 
Act, g iven that both the mayor and the ch ief constable 
have asked for a thorough inquiry and an impartial 
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i nqu i ry, not to suggest that the RCM P  would not g ive 
t h at .  H owever, they  h ave been i n vo l ved w i t h  t h e  
constabulary in Ste. Anne. I would ask t h e  Min ister to 
consider whether or not the Pol ice Commission would 
not be a better forum to look i nto this.  

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. 

* ( 1 4 1 0) 

Mr. Mccrae: We can always expect the Honourable 
Member to have an alternative approach, and I certainly 
do not fault h im for that.  I must also respond respecting 
meet i n g  with both s ides .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
correspondence t h at I received from b o t h  s ides ,  
considering the  information I have coming out  of the  
Law Enforcement Review Agency, I see no need, having 
referred the matter to the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Pol ice, for meeting with anyone else personally about 
this. I can tell the Honourable Member t hat I have met 
with the executive d i rector of the M anitoba Pol ice 

� Commission in coming to the decision that I have come 
, to today. 

Manitoba Data Services 
Divestiture 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): Mr. Speaker, I 
have a q uestion for the Min ister responsible for the 
M anitoba Data Services Corporation ( M r. Manness). 
M an i tobans  are increas i n g l y  c o n cerned over t h e  
G overnment ' s  p lan  to s e l l  contro l  of conf ident ia l  
personal records stored i n  Government departments 
and agencies. They want to know why records of 
everyth ing from their health records, tax information,  
credit records of farmers among others, should be 
stored on computer banks in  private firms. They want 
to know what g iveaway of this Government is  planning,  
what th is giveaway wi l l  cost taxpayers, and they want 
to know what excuse this Government will have to 
defend the privacy violations should the deal go through. 

� Wil l  the Min ister today release the short l ist of the firms 
' who are interested in purchasing th is profitable and 

efficient Crown corporation? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
S peaker, I had trouble following the preamble. The 
M ember was al l  over the map. I do not know whether 
the Member was wanting greater assurances with 
respect to secrecy, g iven the fact that any of the 
i n format ion  t o  w h i c h  h e  a l lu d es is p r o p r ietary 
i nformation owned by, in essence, the Government. 
Certainly I could g ive him those assurances over and 
over again .  Hopefu l ly he would accept them. 

With respect t o  the n u m ber and the i n d i v i d u al 
corporations that have come to the short l ist. At this 
point,  I th ink it would serve no good purpose that I 
p rovide those; after al l ,  we are in a very specific t ime 
i n  negotiating and, as in the past, we have chosen not 
to negotiate in  public. That is also the case th is time 
with the consideration of Manitoba Data Services. 
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Systemhouse Proposal 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): Wil l  the M inister 
at  least conf i rm that  t h e  company k nown as 
Systemhouse is one of the firms on this short l ist? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker, Systemhouse was one of the large number 
of firms that chose to put in a proposal . 

M r. Leonard Evans: I have a supplementary question, 
M r. Speaker, to the Minister of Family Services (Mrs. 
Oleson) .  I t  i s  my u nderstan d i n g  that M i n ister has 
awarded contracts to the same f irm to do an analysis 
of their computer needs when this same firm is bidding 
to take over M OS.  I n  other words, has the Minister 
permitted Systemhouse to be in a position where it 
could be recommending M OS for the department's 
future needs when Systemhouse itself is  hoping to own 
M OS? 

Mr. Manness: M r. Speaker, I wish the Member for 
Brandon East would state his case. Systemhouse has 
d o n e  cont ract i n g  work for var i o u s  G overnment  
departments, particularly Mun icipal Affairs and indeed 
many  o t hers for years,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  former 
Government.- ( interjection)- So the Member says to me 
from his seat, so what? I say back to him, so what? 

Rural Economic Development 
Infrastructure Costs 

Mr. Speaker: The H onou rable F i rst M i n ister ( M r. 
Fi lmon), in response to a q uestion taken as notice. 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): On Friday last, the 
Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) asked a question 
about the cost sharing by municipalit ies with respect 
to infrastructure costs. He asserted that the former 
Government's policy was that they would fund 75 or 
80 percent of the costs of infrastructure funding, M r. 
Speaker. I would l ike-

***** 

M r. S peaker:  Order, p lease;  orde r, p l ease.  T h e  
Honourable Member for Dauphin ,  o n  a point o f  order. 

Mr. John Plohman (Dauphin): The First M inister is  
abusing Question Period. He did not take this as notice. 
This was not taken as notice by that M i nister. He went 
on ad nauseum about his policy and sat down. He 
thought he answered the quest ion.  This is  abuse of 
Question Period to stand up .  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member 
does not have a point of order. 

***** 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable First M i nister to finish 
h is response. 

Mr. Filmon: M r. Speaker, I wou ld  l ike to quote from 
a news release of March 5 ,  1 988, " P remier Howard 
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Pawley today annou nced t hat t h e  re-elected N D P  
Government wil l establish a fund for rural development 
to improve the q uality of roads, b ridges, water and 
sewer systems i n  M anit o b a  towns and vil l ages .  
Municipalities wil l  be expected to p rovide 50 percent 
of the money for the project supported by the fund . "  

I further quote i n  response t o  a question b y  the 
Member for Arthur on May 25,  1 987.  Honourable John 
Bucklaschuk,  then Minister of M u nicipal Development 
said , " M unicipal officials h ave told us  that if we were 
able to obtain funds from the federal Government, they 
would sti l l  like to go on a 50-50 cost share ."  That is 
what the Honourable John Bucklaschuk said . So I leave 
that on the record as their policy. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for  Thompson, 
on a point of order. 

Mr. Steve Ashton ( Thompson): M r. Speaker, I am 
wondering ,  and perhaps if we can clarify this in the 
future, whether it is considered in order for Ministers 
to rise at a subsequent day when they did not take a 
question as a matter of notice. That has not been our 
standard practice in the H ouse. I am wondering if you 
coul d  advise Members of th is House as to whether that 
is in fact in order. 

Mr. Speaker: I would like to thank the Honourable 
Member for Thompson. I wil l take that matter under 
advisement, and I wil l  report back to the House. 

***** 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Kildonan 
has time for one short q uestion .  

The Honourable Member f o r  Dauphin, on a new point 
of order. 

Mr. Plohman: I think it is appropriate that the First 
Minister apologize to this House for saying that our 
policy was: a hundred percent of those programs 
should be funded by municipalities. He misled this 
House and he should apologize today. M aybe that is 
why he stood up. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. As the 
Honourable Member for Dauphin is quite aware, a 
d ispute over the facts is not a point of order. I have 
recognized the Honourable Member for Kildonan. 

***** 

Health C are 
Underspending 

Mr. Guizar Cheema (Kildonan): M r. Speaker, the head 
of Urology at Health Sciences is leaving Manitoba. As 
a result ,  patient care as wel l  as teaching programs have 
suffered . The main reason for the departure is a lack 
of O. R.  time. W hile the surgeons continue to compete 
for a limited O. R.  time, the list for surgical procedures 
can begin to grow. My q uestion is to the Minister of 
Health (Mr. Orchard). 

How can he justify underspending $29 million of last 
year's budget while the patients continue to wait for 
all surgical procedures, physicians are leaving Manitoba, 
and those surgeons are also leaving Manitoba? 

Hon. Donald O rchard ( M i n ister of Hea l t h ): M r. 
Speaker, I appreciate my honourable friend's  question 
because it is very similar to the question he posed last 
Session about subspecialists at the Children's H ospital 
leavi n g  t h e  P rovince of M anitoba for career 
advancement and the successful re-recruitment that 
has taken place at Children 's H ospital to replace those 
various subspecialists. 

Mr. Speaker, my honourable friend 's premise to his 
question is absolutely false, because if my honourable 
friend took the time to analyze last year's budget 
funding ,  he would  find that the hospitals spent not only 
what was budgeted in the defeated Budget, but an 
additional $ 1 0  mil lion budgeted by this Government, 
so that the budgets of hospitals were not underspent, 
and I wish my honourable friend would get his facts 
straight and stop his fearmongering .  � 
Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. Time for oral questions 
has expired.  

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Hon. James Mccrae (Government House Leader): 
I move, seconded by the Honourable Minister of Finance 
(Mr. Manness), that Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair 
and the H ouse resolve itself into a committee to 
consider of the Supply to be g ranted to Her M ajesty. 

MOTION presented and carried and the  H ouse 
resolved itself into a Committee to consider of the 
Supply  to b e  g ranted t o  H e r  M ajesty with the 
H onourable Member for  Minnedosa (Mr. Gilleshammer) 
in the Chair for the Department of Highways and 
Transportation ; and  the  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  for  
B u r rows ( M r. C h o r n o pyski)  i n  t h e  C h air  for  the 
Department of  Agriculture. 

* ( 1 420) � 
CONC URRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY-HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. Chairman (Harold Gilleshammer): Highways and 
Transportation Department ,  when we finished off 
yesterday, we were discussing item 3,  Planning and 
Design and Land Surveys, section (a) Planning and 
Desig n :  ( 1 )  Sa laries and Wages $ 1 ,824 , 500 - t h e  
Member for Dauphin. 

Mr. John Plohman (Dauphin): M r. Chairman, just in 
terms of procedure,  could I have your g uidance as to 
when we could discuss the GST and its impact on 
transportation? I k now there may have been some 
discussion yesterday. I am not sure whether this is the 
appropriate place. The other one is The Off-Road 
Vehicles Act under the Motor Vehicle Branch . Is that 
where the Minister would  like to discuss that or where? 
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Hon. Albert Dried ger (Minister of H ighways and 
Transportation): Regarding the GST, we had q uite a 
discussion about it yesterday. I indicated what was 
happening within the department. I am instructing my 
deputy and it is in process right now to establish exactly 
what im pact t h e  G S T  wou ld  h ave on t h e  w h o l e  
transportation aspect o f  i t .  W e  do not have t h e  figures 
available at this time. Once we have them we certainly 
are prepared to make them available. 

I also indicated that at the meeting in Calgary the 
Council of Ministers, when they met, this was a decision 
that was made by all provinces that they would all be 
following that approach .  So I just want to reiterate what 
I said yesterday that we are trying to establish the 
impact of what the GST would have on the Highways 
and Transportation Department general ly. I indicated 
that relatively complex process. We are in the process 
right now and we wil l  certainly try and move it along 
as fast as we can. 

Mr. Plohman: I must thank the Liberal Critic for allowing 
� my intervention here before he continues with his 
' questions, but I wanted to know whether the Minister 

had set a timetable, a date when he could make 
information available on the GST's impact on the 
transportation sector in Manitoba and indeed its impact 
on all consumers, because rural and northern areas 
depend  on t ransport ation for  a l l  of t heir g o o d s ,  
obviously, a n d  i f  he could give us a date. 

Secondly, would he just confirm that the off-road 
vehicle issue would  be discussed under the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing or wil l  it be discussed somewhere 
else? 

* ( 1 430) 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, the Member is 
asking for a specific timetable in terms of information 
on the GST. I just want to reassure him that it is of 
vital importance to myself and my department as to 
the impact, and certainly to the Government of the Day 
and the Department of Finance, but I cannot give him 

ll a definitive date on it. Al l  I would like to indicate to 
' him is that we will be very interested in the impact. I 

think time is of the essence, and we wil l  move along 
as fast as we can. I give him that assurance without 
being able to put a specific time on it. 

Most certainly if there are undue delays I would expect 
that the issue could be raised by the Members at any 
given time, either in the House or privately, and I will 
give them an update as to what the status is. Certainly 
there wil l  not be any undue delay coming from my 
department in terms of trying to get that information 
forward . Regarding The Off-Road Vehicles Act, most 
certainly we are prepared to discuss that under the 
d river and vehicle licensing. I think that would be the 
m ost appropriate place unless there is a different desire. 
We can accommodate that at any time. 

Mr. Ed Mandrake (Assiniboia): M r. Chairperson,  page 
31 of your annual report, Mr. Minister, under Planning 
and Design ,  Rail Branchline Abandonment Study which 
was conducted by the Touche Ross people, could the 

c ritics be p rovided wit h t his study? H as it been 
completed and, i f  so, what impact is  i t  going to have 
on rail line abandonment here in Manitoba? 

I wil l  just ask the Minister, are we going to be 
discussing branchline abandonment in this department 
or are we going to go into some other department to 
discuss rail line branch abandonment? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I might suggest 
to the Member, that comes under Transportation under 
item 5 ,  Transportation Policy and Research .  I wil l  be 
having my respective staff here at that time, M r. Wallace. 
I f  it is acceptable then I would like to try and get the 
information about the study to the Member beforehand 
and then we could discuss it under that item. 

M r. Mandrake: I do not have any objections to that, 
M r. Chairperson.  I would be m ore than pleased to 
discuss that particular issue in that department. 

I have some other questions, here, M r. Chairperson. 
I wil l  try to be as fast as I possibly can so that we can 
get through Estimates as fast as we can. I am quite 
sure the Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) wants that. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: No rush. 

Mr. Mandrake: I f  the Minister says no rush, then that 
is fine, so be it. 

The tourism industry of M anitoba has asked for 
several resolutions to be attended . I wil l  go over them 
one by one and ask the Minister for his response. 

That is a full map of Manitoba which would include 
Churchil l ,  and the suggestion is the reverse side of the 
map; Department of Highways to erect signage on major 
highways throughout the province that would indicate 
to the traveller that they are entering a specific tourist 
region;  Department of Highways to identify the tourist 
region of M anitoba on the highway map; the main 
market road which extends four miles from PTH 12 to 
Buffalo Point to be hard surfaced to support the 
expansion of Buffalo Point. This is in the Minister's own 
constituency, so I am q uite sure that he wil l  take that 
as-

Mr. Plohman: Do we not know he is a strong advocate? 

Mr. Mandrake: Oh he is, he truly is. 

The other one, M r. Chairperson, I drove out to 
Manipogo and d rove by that beautifu l beach that we 
have there. I was very, very much amazed that all we 
have is a small little g reen marking on the map saying 
this is M anipogo.  I think if we are going to attract the 
tourist industry we are going to have to be a little bit 
more forceful in identifying these various areas. Wait, 
for example, I would suggest probably even down -

An Honourable Member: W here? 

Mr. Mandrake: - Ste. Rose, whatever the case may 
be. Let us tell the public exactly where these areas are. 

Mr. Plohman: There is a sign if the Member decided 
to see it. 
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Mr. Mandrake: Yes, but not a nice one. I am talking 
about it, okay? I wil l  await the response of the Minister. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, the Member raised 
a series of items. I hope I have covered them. I made 
notes of them to some degree as he was raising the 
questions. 

Regarding the full map, we have had numerous 
requests about having a ful l-size map. Staff is reviewing 
that possibility right now. One of the reasons why the 
map was cut back was done for financial reasons. Some 
years ago I think the Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman). 
that would be the Minister at that time when this was 
done-cost factor certain ly has a lot to do with it. We 
are reviewin g  the possibi l ity of  coming u p - I  am 
expecting a report with various options from staff in 
the very near future because we have to do it relatively 
soon if we are going to make any changes. I am hoping 
that I wil l  be able to look at some options without 
increasing the price dramatical ly of having the map. 

One of the rationale for having the cutback , first of 
all, was the financial aspect of it and the fact that we 
have no roads further north than the ones that have 
been shown on the existing map. Once the report comes 
forward , I would like to consider looking at the options 
and ,  like I say, staff is working with that right now and 
we should be able to deal with that very shortly. 

Regarding the signage request from the Department 
of Tourism, which is what I believe the Member made 
reference to, by regions, we are in dialogue with the 
Department of Tourism on a regular basis. My deputy 
and the deputy from Tourism have met to discuss the 
various promotions that could be undertaken jointly. 
We are talking of the tourist information booths, we 
are talking of rest stops, we are talking of various things 
to try and enhance the tourist industry within the 
province. We are in very close liaison and discussion 
with the Department of Tourism in terms of the things 
that we do that would enhance the aspect of tourism 
within the province. 

I note what the Member has said and that wil l  be 
also part of the discussion that is taking p lace. T he 
resolution I believe that the Department of Tourism has 
forwarded to my department, of course, is under 
consideration. 

When the Member makes reference to the main 
market road from No. 12 to Buffalo Point ,  he is correct , 
that is within my constituency. In fact , the Minister of 
Tourism (Mr. Ernst) and myself had the occasion to be 
down there last year. We are working together with the 
community, for the people involved,  and part of the 
reason why it has not moved forward faster is one of 
the policies within the department has been that the 
Government  d oes not u n dertake to bu i ld  roads ,  
especial ly provincial roads on reserve land.  We feel the 
policy has been that we do not build on reserve land 
u nless we have the right-of-way. Now, because this is 
reserve land, we are working together, my people have 
been working together with the federal Government, 
to try and resolve that aspect of it in terms of the right
of-way and the cost-sharing arrangement. 

Certainly I can indicate that I am very supportive of 
the project. I have been involved with the Buffalo Point 
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people from the day that they basical ly almost started , 
and I think they have done a very tremendous job in 
terms of development out there. If anybody has an 
opportunity to get down there and h ave a look, they 
have done a tremendous job on the services that they 
are providing in terms of a marina. They have cottages 
moved in now, they are looking at setting up a lodge, 
plus the fact that there are two subdivisions in there 
where major lots are sold. T here is a fair amount of 
activity in there. 

I believe the department has been involved in doing 
the initial upgrading of the road ; however, if we are 
looking at improving the road and putting on,  let us 
say, base and AST, more work has to be done. We 
have done preliminary studies and estimates have been 
undertaken. Once we resolve the aspect of right-of
way, certainly I am going to be promoting the idea of 
proceeding with the project. 

* ( 1 440) 

Mr. Mandrake: I have just two further questions, Mr. � 
Chairperson. On page 1 5  of your new projects for 1 989-
90, Highway 366, and it refers to Woody River-and 
I have desperately searched the map for Woody River 
and  n owhere cou l d  it be fou n d - t o  P R 2 6 8 ,  4.8 
kilometres grade and gravel. I can appreciate his staff 
probably know where Woody River is, but could he 
possibly provide the critics with an appropriate type 
of map whereby if we look at this we can correlate it 
to the appropriate type of area that he is referring to 
so that we are not spending a lot of our precious time
we do not have the administrative staff that he has
to identify as to where this is going and where it is 
ending and where it is starting. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, to expedite things 
I have made a little circle exactly where it is on this 
map. It is in the Swan River area. T here is a river there 
that swings along there and it crosses the 268. I have 
circled that roughly so the Member has an idea where 
the project is. 

Mr. Mandrake: I apologize to the Minister. I would think � 
that maybe we should use some other type of an 
identification mark as opposed to a river. T hat is neither 
here nor there. 

M r. Chairperson,  I have one final question on this 
section. I have one other one on bicycle safety which 
I want to dwell on. I think I asked the Minister yesterday, 
the Dauphin by-pass, which was land of approximately 
20 acres which was expropriated , could he provide me 
with the cost of this land which was expropriated? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I do not have that 
information available right here now. We certain ly wil l  
provide that information to the Member. Possibly the 
Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) could help me out. 
He was the one who did the expropriation. I know that 
we have the information available within the department 
and I wil l  certainly bring it forward. 

Mr. Mandrake: It is very, very unfair of Mr. Chairperson 
to be referring to the previous Minister to provide this 
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information. T he Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) 
is not the present Minister of Highways and I do not 
think it would be incumbent upon him to make such 
a statement. I would prefer to have it from the present 
Minister of Highways. 

T hank you very much. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: I accept that statement. I indicated 
to t h e  M e m ber t h at we wou l d  be gett ing t hat 
information .  To expedite the information so that the 
Member had it right now, I asked the previous Minister 
whether he could recal l ,  he having represented the area, 
but we wil l  have it for him as soon as possible. 

Mr. Mandrake: I take your statement, but al l  I am 
trying to say is that the previous Minister might be out 
by $ 1 5 ,000 to $20,000.00. If  I was going to take it for 
his word I do not think that would  be fair. I would never, 
ever expect the previous Minister to be asked. I know 
you said it in a joking manner, but I hope that we do 
not go into this type of a dialogue that we have to refer � to the previous Minister. 

Mr. Plohman: I am pleased to see the Liberal Critic 
standing up for my rights and seeing that I am not 
abused here and being asked unfair q uestions. I would 
feel no compulsion to answer in any event since it would 
not be my responsibility. 

I can tel l  you insofar as this issue is concerned, last 
year the Member asked about a problem that occurred 
there. I think first of all I want to preface what I want 
to say about  th is  by-p ass q u estion .  I h ave some 
questions for the Minister. The Minister does not do 
the negotiations, does not get involved with the payout 
of the dol lars for expropriation ,  and so t he current 
Minister is fully aware of that. It  is even unfair from 
that point of view. He does not normally know the exact 
figures of these things nor did I know. 

I understand in this case there was a mistake made 
in the estimation by Government Services with regard 
to the amount, and subsequently they found out what 
their mistake was. T hey went back to an owner who 
happens to be a person that the Liberal Critic probably 
knows wel l ,  and without mentioning names and in that 
p articu lar  -( interjection)- wel l , the  M i n ister  says 
Rampton,  who I be l ieve is one of the individua ls  
involved . Certain ly there was an update given to us by 
the Minister last year indicating that there had been 
made an offer that was much higher than the value 
was subsequently determined to be. 

I would like to ask the Minister just to fol low up on 
the Member for Assiniboia's (Mr. Mandrake) q uestion, 
whether that now has been settled; whether it is going 
to the courts; whether it has been finalized, in fact there 
has been a settlement between the individual,  a M r. 
Rampton, and the Departments of Government Services 
and Highways, since Highways is involved with this as 
well ;  and whether in fact the owner is sti l l  insisting on 
the original offer. I would like a status report on that 
from the Minister as soon as possible, if not today. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, staff indicates that 
they believe it is sett led , but I do not want to leave a 

vague innuendo on the record. I am going to get specific 
information because that does not come under this 
department here, it comes under my Land Acquisition 
Branch in the Government Services. We wil l  get an 
updated report, a ful l  report , on it and get back to 
both Members hopeful ly the next time we meet. 

Mr. Plohman: Also, I would like to make a comment, 
very briefly, on the highways map. It is not a tourism 
map, it is meant to show highways. I think the reason 
for the reduced format was so that we could get 
competitive bids in Manitoba for the printing of this 
map because it was a little larger than most printers 
had the capacity for, and therefore the cost was much 
hig her. Just by reducing it slightly the cost was reduced 
significantly. 

H owever, that made it necessary to set it u p  at a 
scale that did not al low for the far northern part of the 
province to be shown on the same side and the roads 
that were necessary to show were shown in an insert, 
the Churchil l area. Otherwise, as the Minister said, there 
were no additional roads there that needed to be shown 
and since this is a highways map it would seem that 
this was appropriate or suitable. 

A l t h o u g h  the M e m ber, the Libera l  Critic ( M r. 
M andrake), has raised it as an issue, at the time I did 
not get a lot of criticism for this. The previous format 
had the rest of the map, I believe, on the back side 
but there is so much information to put on the map. 
Because it is in a bilingual format , there was no room 
to include that any longer and also include al l  the other 
information.  A lot of this information would then have 
to be left off the map. T hat is some of the background 
on why that map was reduced in size, for  cost factors. 

I wanted to ask the Minister about the situation at 
Buffalo Point. He said that he is going to be bringing 
forward - once he is able to work out some details with 
the federal Government perhaps, or purchase of the 
right-of-way to rebuild the road, to reconstruct and 
perhaps pave through the reserve at  Buffalo Point. As 
I u nderstand it ,  although it  was not finalized, I believe 
the policy that was being developed was that the federal 
Government should pay the full cost of construction 
of any road that is destined for a reserve. In this case 
that is the case. T here is no other, at least as I 
understand it , provincial development on the other side 
of the reserve. I believe the reserve goes right up to 
the water and so, therefore, there is really no other 
destination but the reserve itself. If  that is the case, is 
he changing the policy to fit this particular instance, 
and wil l that then be applied on al l  reserves in the 
future on a case-by-case basis, based on that policy? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman , first I wil l  m ake 
reference to the fact that the Member made reference 
to the map. We are looking at the possibility of again 
adding that top portion in a condensed form on the 
back so that the people would sti l l  get a ful l  view of 
the province. T hat is one of the options that I am looking 
at without trying to increase the cost. We are working 
on that aspect of it and I think that was done once 
before. 

But coming back to the Buffalo Point, part of the 
neg otiation s  t h at staff is h aving with the  federa l  
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Government at the present time is dealing with areas 
other than just Buffalo Point .  As wel l ,  I believe we are 
looking at addressing this on a provincial basis so we 
do not necessarily set a precedent because we have 
other cases where a road leads up to a reserve with 
certain services. If we can come to an understanding 
so that the feds are prepared to take and pay a portion 
of it , whatever we can negotiate with them on the 
reserve property, providing we get the right-of-way, we 
might have to look at changing the policy. At the present 
time I think our policy does not necessarily make 
provision for that kind of a thing without some changes. 

* ( 1 450) 

M r. Chairman , one of the things that we are looking 
at is the fact that specifically in Buffalo Point it does 
not just go to the reserve, it goes to a service that is 
p rovided , a pub lic service at the marina where various 
services are being provided, a lbeit they be on reserve 
p roperty, but we are looking at the possibility of using 
that as a rationale for maybe working out a program 
that would accommodate them. 

M r. Plohman: Yes,  M r. Chairman , then the Minister is 
admitting that this would be a change in policy for this 
situation, because the policy that I believe we were 
fol lowing or that was being developed was that, as I 
said earlier, the federal Government would pay the 
construction costs 100 percent for roads that led into 
a reserve with the reserve as the destination, not 
through a reserve, but ended in a reserve. T he Minister 
is now saying that perhaps where there are services 
for the public at large, even though they are on reserve 
property, then there would be an exception negotiated 
with the federal Government perhaps to get them to 
cost share a portion of it , but that the Government 
would definitely be prepared to pay at least , say, 50 
percent or 75 percent of the cost of construction of 
that road . Is that a fair summary of what the Minister 
is considering here? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman , I believe it was 
the previous administration at the time when a proposal 
was forwarded to the federal Government for some 
kind of a cost-sharing arrangement and when that was 
forwarded - I  do not know whether we have received 
a response back from them specifical ly on that. T hat 
is the format that we are using right now in terms of 
our negotiations with them. H owever, we have not 
completed those negotiations but nothing has changed 
in terms of the format that is being used in terms of 
trying to get them to come to an agreement with us. 

Mr. Plohman: Just to tie this up ,  this issue then , it 
seems though that the Minister would be putting forward 
a subtle alteration, variation to the Manitoba position 
to include Buffalo Point in those negotiations, that 
situation .  T hat is what I am asking the Minister. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I would want to 
be very cautious how I answer that. I do not think that 
we would  be embarking on a project of this nature 
whereby we set a precedent, because we have many 
other cases where the same thing would  apply. T hat 
is why we are trying to work out something that could 

be  a d d ressed on  a b roader b asis than j u st to  
accommodate the  one community. I know that sounds 
vague enough but I have nothing definite to give at 
this stage of the game other than that we are in a 
negotiating mode with the federal Government and 
hopeful ly we can come up with some kind of a cost
sharing arrangement that would be able to be applied 
in more cases than just the Buffalo Point situation. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, the Minister just said that 
the proposals the previous Government put forward 
were the basis for the negotiations. T hose proposals 
were the Manitoba position. He said we have not 
changed that position but now he is coming forward 
with a situation that does not fit that particular policy 
as I recall it , because that proposal required the federal 
Government, or proposed to the federal Government 
that they would fund 100 percent of the construction 
costs of roads that terminate in reserves. T his one 
terminates in a reserve. T hat is why I am asking the 
Minister if he is changing his policy and therefore his 
position that he is taking with the federal Government 
saying oh, under certain circumstances we wil l  be willing 
to participate in the construction ,  especially when there 
are services offered there for the public at large. We 
are going to use that as a rationale for changing our 
position.  T hat is legitimate perhaps. We did not take 
that position but perhaps the Minister is now taking 
that position. If he is, it is j ust a simple matter of saying 
yes, that is so. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I am not necessarily 
taking any position in that regard . What I suggested , 
and I repeat , is that we are negotiating with the federal 
Government on the general cost-sharing arrangement. 
T he proposal that was forwarded to them previously, 
we used the same format in our negotiations at this 
stage of the game. M r. Chairman, my staff tel ls me that 
the situation in Buffalo Point is unique; however, we 
cannot real ly make any indication what . we are going 
to do until we see how our negotiations with the federal 
Government flow. Once we have that reaction , then we 
wil l  be able to indicate exactly how we are going to 
deal with that. It might involve a policy change, I do 
not know. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, it is just that Buffalo Point 
may be unique now but it may not be unique very long. 
Other reserves where provincial roads lead to the 
reserve and where we insist that the federal Government 
pay for the remainder of the road because it terminates 
in a reserve may develop tourism destinations and 
facilities for the public at large, such as marinas, lodges 
and whatever. T hat may happen. As a matter of fact 
it probably wil l  happen, because Native groups, bands, 
need some type of economic development and tourism 
is one good potential for them. If  the Minister is now 
indicating that under those circumstances the province 
would be wil ling to pay a portion of the construction 
costs of a road , then that would be the outcome and 
he should be aware of that of proceeding in this fashion 
I think with Buffalo Point. He is establishing a new 
policy area. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: I might indicate to the Member 
that I am aware of that situation and that is why we 
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have not developed any scenario at this stage of the 
game. Hopefu l ly, once we know where we stand with 
the federal Government, then we would have to access 
in terms of how we apply the program. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, the Minister said that he 
intends to put this on the program once he can get 
the right-of-way and that he is prepared to therefore 
commit funding for it . I think he has already stated that 
he is prepared to commit funding and therefore change 
the policy and that wil l  obviously, I would think ,  be 
something that the feds wil l  become aware of and the 
Minister wil l  not have a very strong negotiating position 
u nder those circumstances. 

Mr. Mandrake: M r. Chairperson, I am just going to go 
back a few steps here. I appreciate the comments made 
by the Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman), but I omitted 
to ask the Minister last night,  it is on Route 90. I 
appreciate everything has to go through Urban Affairs, 
so I would ask him whether or not he would lobby the 
U rban Affairs Department and that is to probably 

� u p g rade Route 90 from l n kster Bou levard to t h e  
' Perimeter. If this is in the planning stage, when would 

he anticipate the completion of that particular road? 

• 

Mr. Albert Driedger: My staff are in negotiations with 
the city right now. Dialogue is taking place and it is 
our understanding or impression that the city would 
be contemplating to do work on 90 within a reasonable 
period of time, dovetailing it to some degree with 
activities which we plan to undertake at that juncture. 

Mr. Mandrake: T he Minister was very careful in his 
words, "within a reasonable period of time ."  Within a 
reasonable period of time, M r. M inister, when you had 
the first budgets on Highway 75,  you were so elaborate 
that you were going to be doing it from both ends, 
and within a reasonable period of time. I would like to 
know, is it going to happen within two years, five years, 
or 10 years? Could you give me an approximate 
number? I wil l  never hold you to it, but give me at least 
some kind of years. 

* ( 1 500) 

M r. Albert Driedger:  M r. C hairman ,  it  is  my 
understanding that the city, I cannot account for exactly 
what they wil l  do because they have their portion that 
they wil l  have to do. It is our hope that we can dovetail 
the project from the city aspect of it together with ours. 
In terms of being more specific between two and 1 0  
years, I would  anticipate i t  would  b e  sooner than that, 
but it depends on the negotiations. Once we have the 
negotiations completed, then the necessary survey work 
has to be done by them as well as ourselves, and 
u ltimately the funding has to be put in place, so it could 
be four or five years. I am just guessing, it could be 
even longer, I guess. 

Mr. Mandrake: I am sorry, I overheard the Deputy 
Minister say something -four or five years u ntil you 
have completed your work or what? Or I was not 
supposed to hear this? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, we do not have 
any secrets here. Whatever we discuss is very public, 

and we want to put on the record that it was me who 
said four or five years, and my Deputy indicated that 
it could be a shorter period of time. 

An Honourable Member: It wil l  come back to haunt 
you in five years. 

Mr. Mandrake: No, it wil l not. No, we do not operate 
that way. 

Mr. Chairperson, between P R276 and 269 you have 
slated some construction on 490. I saw the sign there 
and it was supposed to have been done by a John 
Strilkiwski. Could you be so kind as to elaborate on 
this as to what work is to be done on that piece of 
road , and just tell me what is going to be done on that 
road first, okay? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, the Member will 
h ave to have a little patience with me. We h ave so many 
signs al l  over the province that I have lost track a l ittle 
bit . I t  is just like billboards all over the place, but we 
wil l  try and establish exactly which project and what 
we are doing on this one. 

I wonder, while we are waiting for the information, 
whether the Member would care to make a comment 
about the kind of signs that we have out there. We 
have two different kinds of signs. We h ave the ones 
in the PT Hs which are the nice blue and white ones, 
then we have the older ones because we are trying to 
be economical ,  and the green ones that we use on the 
PR system ,  so if the Member wants to applaud the 
Government at this time, I wi l l  accept that .  

Mr. Mandrake: Mr. Chairperson, I notice the M i nister 
constantly patting himself on the back as to how wel l  
he is doing within his department. We will soon take 
him to task on the capital projects. We wil l  show him 
exactly how much money he has put into highways and 
capital projects, which amounts to $ 1 ,752,000.00. M r. 
M i n ister, a l though  I a p p reciate your  sign s  and I 
appreciate seeing your name underneath there, let us 
not get into dul l  things like that. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, maybe I can g ive 
the information on Highway 269 now from P R490 up 
to P R276, which happens to be in district 8, in fact, 
in the Member for Dauphin 's constituency where we 
have a 1 0.9-kilometre piece of road which we are doing 
base and asphalt surface treatment which was awarded 
to Strilkiwski in August. It  has been let; they are working 
on it . 

Mr. Mandrake: T hat is what I thought, M r. Chairperson. 
T hank you very much . My next question is this.  I know 
John Strilkiwski very well .  His business h as been 
primarily in the gravel business. How are these contracts 
being let out to people who probably do not have the 
equipment to perform these types of tasks? I drove 
past M r. Strilkiwski's place of business and I had not 
seen any type of equipment, an asphalt l aying machine 
there, anything like that. Please explain,  Mr. Minister. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I wil l try and explain 
to the Member. First of a l l ,  on this portion of road it 
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is not asphalt that is being l aid , it is base and AST, 
and this company basically has the contract for doing 
the crushing and the laying of the gravel .  It is our 
department that actually does the application of the 
base and the AST, asphalt surface. T he contract that 
this contractor has is doing the crushing and the laying 
of the gravel and our department does the balance. 

Mr. Mandrake: I appreciate that, M r. Chairperson.  I 
was hoping that John did not get this contract because 
he was the local person,  even though he did not have 
the capabi l ities of d oing i t ,  but  seeing t h at your 
department is doing the laying of the asphalt I wil l  g ladly 
pass on that. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman , just before we move on, 
I know that the people u p  in the Meadow Portage, 
Waterhen area are very pleased to see the remaining 
short distance being completed on 269. 

I know that even the Member for Ste. Rose is probably 
p leased to see that happening,  although it is not in his 
constituency. I was rather surprised that the Minister 
was aware that it was in my constituency. I thought 
that would not make any difference to him. In  any event, 
I was going to ask him about a couple of other projects. 
No. 1 was the Treesbank ferry. Can the Minister indicate 
to me whether the bridge has been completed and now 
operatio n a l ,  and  whether t h e  o l d  ferry has been 
disposed of ,  and how and at what price and so on? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I am very pleased 
to give t h e  a n swer to th is  q uestion because t h e  
Treesbank bridge has been completed . In  fact, this 
coming Friday we are going to have the official opening 
of the Treesbank bridge. I might also indicate that I 
think my deputy and myself were the first people to 
d rive across that bridge before it was even q uite 
completed . We had a good look at the situation.  We 
are p leased with the project. 

T he transaction with the ferry to the municipality, I 
think that was an agreement that was struck before 
and we have completed that agreement with them. They 
will be taking possession of the ferry at the end of this 
year and moving it to Stockton. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman , I am very pleased to hear 
that has been completed, too. I do not know whether 
the M inister is going to be inviting critics to the 
ceremony but certainly I feel somewhat responsible for 
the work that started on that project after many years 
of consecutive G overnments  d e l aying i t ,  b o t h  
Conservative a n d  NOP Governments over t h e  years. 
It was nice to get that thing moving and it is good to 
see it is completed . No, I do not expect an invitation 
but I just thought I would mention it. 

I wondered about this disposal of the-

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman , if I could interrupt 
for just a moment. 

I would certainly not want to leave the impression 
here that the critics would not be invited . Certain ly I 
would extend an open invitation to attend the official 
opening of the Treesbank bridge which wil l  take place 

on Friday at four o'clock. I might add that I think the 
program has been established and I do not know 
whether we want to make provision and extend the 
program at this stage of the game, but certainly if the 
critics want to appear there, for my part of it I would 
even introduce them as critics of their various Parties. 
T he invitation is open. 

Mr. Plohman: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the Minister's 
kind invitation .  We wil l  have to see. He called my b luff 
whether I can be there. In any event, I want him to 
perhaps extend on my behalf, whether I am there or 
not, the kind wishes to the people in the area for having 
this received and their perseverance in making this a 
real ity, because t hey certain ly  worked h ard in an 
organized way to pressure the Government to have this 
project completed . 

* ( 1 5 1 0) 

I am concerned -just about the ferry. T he Treesbank 
Ferry was rebuilt a few years ago, and there was an 
agreement with the municipality. I believe it was � 
something like 1 0,000 or 20,000 a year for three years � 
or something, that they would provide-there was some 
agreement. But I saw an Order-in-Council that seems 
to indicate that the total price is $20,000 and it has 
just been turned over for $20,000.00. It seems to me 
that was not the price we agreed to. I wonder whether 
the Minister could just clarify that .  

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I would like to 
indicate that there have been no changes of the initial 
agreement that were set up and the municipality did 
not contribute this $20,000; it was contributions to the 
extent of $30,000 previously. The total contribution 
would be in the area of $50,000 which is basical ly half 
the price of what the ferry is worth.  T he agreement, 
the way it was initially formulated, has been gone ahead 
with .  

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, I am pleased to hear that, 
because I did notice the $20,000 figure and I thought 
it was low from what we had agreed to because it had 
to be rebuilt and it was only going to be in use for a 
short time before the bridge would be in place. We had � 
at that time tried to get the best price for it in agreement 
with the municipality there. It is good to see that has 
been carried out. 

I wanted to ask also about Highway 44, and perhaps 
it was asked yesterday when I was not able to be here. 
I wanted to know what the plans are for Highway 44, 
the twinning. It seems to be on very much of a slow 
track. T he attension al l  seems to be on Highway 75, 
and u ndertook the construction of the extra lanes to 
Garson, I believe, and then the paving took place on 
the new lanes and the old lanes, but there has been 
nothing happening on the section towards Beausejour 
which is in bad shape. It seems to me that the purchase 
of the land could have been going on last year for the 
by-pass and so on that was necessary, so that there 
could have been some construction this year. I think 
the Minister has been dragging his feet on this project 
a little bit . Can he indicate what the long-term plan is 
for that ,  even the short- to medium-term plan to 
complete that work, not long term? 
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Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I almost feel hurt 
a little bit when the Member indicates that we wou ld 
be slowing down a highway project in this province. 
T hat is certainly not the case. We are trying to escalate 
every project that we possibly can. Specifically on 
Highway 44, the Member is wel l aware of the heavy 
financial implications of buying the right-of-way, because 
we have the Tyndal l  and Garson communities. We are 
in the process of buying that right-of-way. Hopefu l ly 
we can have it completed possibly by the spring of 
next year, and we could possibly be looking at getting 
a major grading job into that area, maybe by next year. 

The inference is made that we have slowed the project 
down. I think the Mem ber should be well aware, and 
I think is aware, of the fact that the problems with 
buying a right-of-way in that general area. I do not 
have any total costs of that available right here now, 
but it is quite substantial ,  and it is an ongoing process. 
We have not stopped the program. 

Mr. Plohman: Inferences of slowing it down are al l  
� relative. T here could have been a more aggressive 
' pursuit of the land last year, I would think,  and there 

could have been a grading project this year. I just ask 
the Minister whether in fact it was a lower priority in 
favour of, say, Highway 75 over the last year, and that, 
no, the Minister is not cancel ling the project, but he 
is not putting it on the fast track as he is doing with 
Highway 75. I think that is obvious to people there. 
What is the three-year plan, or four, what wil l  it take 
to finish that now and how does he see it being staged? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. C h airman ,  the  Member  
representing Lac du Bonnet would  be very u pset i f  he  
got the impression that there was a slow down, because 
he is constantly in my office to remind me of the project 
that has been started, and it is certainly our intention 
to complete that project. 

As ind icated before,  we are in t h e  p rocess of  
completing the  acquisition right-of-way. Once that is  
done, we will have a waiting job .  T he Member well 
knows that is u p  to west of the junction of No. 12 and 

� from t here on down to t h e  B ro k e n h ead River. 
, Depending ,  of course, whether we have a Government 

that puts a priority on highways, it will be faster. If  we 
have a Government that does not put a high priority 
on highways, then of course it could take longer. I would 
anticipate that it is probably going to be on the faster 
track because -(interjection)-

Mr. Plohman: The Minister is answering in circles here 
instead of giving a direct answer. It is not a question 
of whether the Government puts a priority on highways, 
it is a matter of whether that H ighway is given a priority 
or not. I am just asking whether it is going to be done 
in a four- or five-year plan to complete it, or does the 
Minister see it taking longer than that? What are his 
plans now, what are the department plans to have that 
completed? Do they see it happening in three years? 
Are there two grading jobs left or three? T hen the paving 
that takes place there, how long is it going to take? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I would only venture 
to guess, if I did , at best you know how long it would 
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take. First of al l ,  the Member was well aware that the 
next step is a major grading job that would take it to 
the west of No. 1 2 .  

Subsequent t o  that, w e  stil l have not even completed 
the survey design aspect of it to the Brokenhead River. 
I think four and five years is unrealistic to expect it to 
be done in that period of time because j ust the 
implications of all the things that have to be done. Even 
giving a high priority on Highway 75, we are looking 
at six and seven years before that could be completed. 

T he Member sat there as Minister long enough and 
knows that he has so many dol lars to spend and he 
tries to spread it around as reasonably as he can to 
t ry and accommodate m ost of t hese situ ations 
throughout the province. T hat is what this Minister is 
u ndertaking right now, as the previous Minister did as 
wel l .  

I am not i n  a position a t  this stage o f  the game to 
make a commitment and say that project wil l  be done 
within four or five years. I can indicate to him that we 
are going to continue with the project. T here wil l not 
be a stoppage of the project, we wil l  continue with it. 

Certainly he does not have to encourage me any 
more than the Member from Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik) 
is doing on a daily basis. I fail to see where he would 
want t o  pin that down. We certain l y  made that  
commitment that the project wil l  be ongoing and would 
adhere to that. 

Mr. Plohman:  M r. Chairman,  m ay be the M inister 
resents that I would be asking about a project in a 
constituency that one of his col leagues represents. I 
do not think that means I should not be concerned or 
interested in it . 

It is a p roject that we started in Government and 
that I would like to see completed, and take a great 
deal of pride in seeing progress on it. I have not seen 
any progress for a couple of years, other than the 
asphalt being laid on the other lanes. I just asked the 
Minister if he has a plan. 

I want to ask him also about the eastern access at 
Brandon too. Does he have a plan of construction, a 
three-year or four-year plan on those? 

I am not saying we had a plan when we did these 
projects, but I think we should have a plan, at least in 
the foreseeable future, in every case. T he Members 
have said you cannot plan necessarily 10 years ahead 
and be exactly on, on every construction project. I just 
wonder whether the Minister has a projected completion 
date for that project or whether he is going to take it 
on a slow track where he does construction of a small 
section one year and then the next year he goes ahead 
and buys a few more properties up, or is he going to 
be buying that property while he is doing the other 
work so he is ready to go with the next construction 
project the next year? Is it being done that way or is 
it being done in a very slow way, you complete what 
you started and then you start on the next section from 
scratch again? 

* ( 1 520) 
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Mr. Albert Driedger: I wou ld  like to indicate to the 
Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) that there has been 
a change in attitude within the department in terms of 
how we work on highway programs. T he previous 
administration had a tendency to t ry and give the 
impression that they would do three or four miles 
somewhere just to give the impression that they were 
doing major jobs. T hat was the way you had your 
priorities set. 

We have changed that; we do more major jobs. We 
get better bang for our buck in that aspect of it. T he 
Member is indicating that on Highway 44 nothing has 
happened there. T here was asphalt being laid there 
last year and we started the acquisition of rights-of
way, which I have indicated we are continuing . I f  we 
want to talk about the Brandon eastern access, I can 
also indicate to him that we are moving on that in spite 
of the comments made by the Member for Brandon 
East (Mr. Leonard Evans) when he said that we were 
doing nothing.  We are moving on that project to the 
point where we have made a commitment that we wil l  
be having dirt flying within a reasonable period of time. 

If the Member is trying to give me a bit of a dig here 
about the progress that is happening in Highways, I 
am very defensive about that because we have a record 
that we can be proud of compared to what he had 
when he was there, not blaming him himself, but 
obviously his Government did not put a priority on 
highways. We ended up with an al l-time low with $83 
million being spent in '87. We are up to $ 1 02 million 
now. I f  the Member wants to be critical of it I wil l  debate 
this for the next two days with him about who has put 
priorities on highways and where, and I wil l  defend the 
highways that we have built throughout the province 
as wel l ,  because he has some in his area as well as 
every Member in the Legislature who is in the rural 
area, they have highways in their areas. 

Mr. Chairman, while I am at this, I might as wel l keep 
on going . I asked all Members of the Legislature to 
bring forward their requests and I have tried to deal 
with them as fairly as possible, and certainly I think I 
have addressed most of the concerns that were brought 
forward to some degree. We pay particular attention, 
we have spent a lot of hours making sure that we were 
trying to be fair in terms of how we did that .  I do not 
want to have the inference left on the record that we 
are p laying politics with our road system, and that we 
are slowing down projects, speeding up projects. I am 
very proud of the work that we have done to date with 
the highways program and hope to continue that way. 

Mr. Plohman: We really got an earful from a very 
sensitive Minister. He got into areas that I was not 
accusing him of wrongdoing at all in. Certainly it seems 
to me that he is very sensitive about where he has 
been putting the bulk of his p rojects. I have not said 
to him t hat most of t h e m  are g oi n g  in to  his 
constituencies or those represented by his colleagues. 
I have not said that .  

He has indicated that he is going with larger projects. 
Certainly the economies of scale are there. It is more 
efficient if you can do that under certain circumstances. 

On the other hand ,  with the dol lars that you have 
available you also try to spread it around as much as 

possible. You can do more projects if you do smaller 
projects. So naturally that is not there in a sinister way 
to manipulate the public process. W hat is intended is 
that there is some progress made for as many people 
as possible. T he Minister knows there are demands all 
over the place and that you have to try to balance those 
out. 

Just because the Minister sent a request-which I 
congratulate him on doing-to al l  the Members of the 
Legislature, asking them what their priorities are, does 
not mean that he wil l  indeed make a great deal of 
progress on those priorities. For example, I gave him 
a few priorities and indicated I would have a lot more 
once we got through those. He indicated that-well, 
I have seen the results, one project in the constituency 
of any significance. We just talked about it, on 269. 

I t  is nice to do that, but if it is just a public relations 
gesture then of course it does not mean that much, 
but if we see results as a result of that request then 
it is more meaningfu l .  I congratulate the Minister even 
more so u nder those circumstances. We did not see 
a great deal of results, so I am not prepared to do that � at this present time. 

Just to get on to this other issue, in terms of whether 
there has been a change in thinking and so on, I think 
it is i m portant  t h at t he Minister indicates to the 
Opposition Critics what h is  plans are and that is  what 
we have asked for. He has not been able to give us a 
plan for Highway 44. It seems clear that he is just going 
to play it by ear and decide on the basis of the pressure 
he gets as to whether he should move quicker or slower 
on it . It does not seem to be a very high priority as 
compared to, say, Highway 75 for the Minister. 

One other question for the Minister (Mr. Al bert 
Driedger) is with regard to Highway 59. Has he received 
his report on the feasibility or the necessity of twinning 
Highway 59 south ?  He talked about that right after he 
was appointed Minister, that he is a homer and proud 
of it , and he wanted to twin Highway 59. I just left that 
alone for a period of time. I knew that the Minister 
would come to regret that statement later on because 
he is there for all of Manitoba, as he tried to say to � 
us just a few moments ago, to try to meet the needs � 
of Manitobans throughout the province. 

But he felt a need to do a study on Highway 59 even 
while 44 is being twinned , be it slowly, Highway 75, 
Highway No. I east and west , massive outlays of money 
even with the small increase in the budget that he is 
talking about. You cannot just do everything in the world 
with another 10 million or $5 million. It makes a difference 
but it is not so much that it makes a huge difference. 
I would  just ask him then, is he sti l l  intent on twinning 
Highway 59 and has he received his report on the 
feasibility and whatever else was asked for on this 
project? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, first of al l ,  I would 
like to go back. Before I finish my reply, I want to bring 
the current status of the Brandon eastern access. 
However, I want to indicate that if this Minister and his 
Government had been more concerned about highways 
during the last six-and-a-half years, instead of having 
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a budget at the present time of 102 million, if we just 
use the normal rate of inflation my Department would  
now be spending anywhere around 120  million , $ 1 25 
mi l l ion  which w o u l d  h ave add ressed a lot  of t h e  
concerns that h e  i s  putting forward i n  terms-

An Honourable Member: We did not have the windfall 
from the federal Government that you have now. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Well ,  windfall or not, the Highways 
budget, M r. Chairman, was a carry-over budget from 
the Sterling Lyon years in 1982. T he capital budget was 
100 million and then subsequently each year dropped 
down until final ly in '87 it was down to $83 million.  T he 
Member says there has been very little increase. I wil l  
tel l you something, i t  is  sure working in the  right way 
for a change. Heaven forbid , we could  have had this 
Government in longer. We probably would have ended 
up spending $50 million a year on the capital program. 

Addressing the Highway 59 as indicated , I certainly 
have no qualms about asking that the study is in p lace 
right now. I do not have the report on it yet and most 
certainly when the time comes that the city comes 
forward, I would certainly- based on the information 
that goes with it in terms of the amount of traffic on 
it- I  can justify that with any other project we are 
undertaking.  If  the Member h as any qualms about that, 
he can ask for the figures as to what kind of traffic we 
want there and we wil l give it to him. Certainly it is one 
of the higher travelled roads. T he fact that we have 
done a study on it, the Member ful l  well knows that it 
is a long way from actual work being undertaken, just 
like they did with the Brandon eastern access which 
they have flogged to death for years and then it never 
moved anywhere at all. I would like to now give you 
the current status of that highway -(interjection)- Well ,  
it did not, and I find i t  ironic that the Member for 
Brandon East (Mr. Leonard Evans) jumps u p  and down 
and says oh, we did this, we did this. You did basical ly 
nothing, you know. 

But the current status, I would like to put that on 
the record. T his project is currently in the design and 
right-of-way acquisition phase. M ore specifically, the 
current works include the following: the detailed design 
for the CPR underpass structure by consultants L D .  
Engineering i s  wel l  underway. It  i s  estimated that this 
detailed structural design wil l be completed this fall .  
A n other  d esig n stu d y  by consu l tants  OS- Lea 
Consultants Ltd . has completed the functional and 
structural design of  the traffic interchange at the Trans 
Canada Highway and the Brandon eastern industrial 
route. Landowner interviews have been completed. A 
total of 1 9  landowners were involved. Acquisition of 
rights-of-way are now in progress and scheduled to 
be completed by s p ring of 1 990 .  S u bject to t h e  
comp letion of t h e  rig hts-of-way acq uisition , t h e  
construction phase o f  this project should start a s  early 
as 1 990- 1 99 1 .  Construction of this industrial route is 
tentatively staged as fol lows: 

• ( 1 530) 

Stage 1 ,  Construction of the CPR underpass, the 
realignment of P R457, and the grading of the industrial 
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route between the CPR underpass and the Assiniboine 
River. T his stage of work wil l  be preceded by the 
construction of our railway detour which we hope to 
have in our next year's program. 

Stage 2 ,  Construction of the Assiniboine River bridge 
and the grading of the route southerly to connect with 
P R344 which is basically Richmond Avenue extension.  

Stage 3 ,  Completion of  the industrial route between 
C P R  u n d er p ass and  the  T r a n s  Canada H ighway, 
including a traffic interchange at Trans Canada Highway. 
It is presently estimated that the construction will cost 
in excess of $ 1 6  million and wil l likely take at least five 
years to complete. 

Mr. Plohman: 1. wil l  pass for now. 

Mr. Mandrake: M r. Chairperson, I sat here with great 
anticipation hoping that the Minister, instead of reciting 
that whole poetry to us, that he would have tabled that 
document in lieu of going through this long dissertation 
of what they are doing. He has made a few very, very 
valid points and I would never take that away from 
him. M aybe to promote the speed of our Estimates we 
should try to refrain from these long, long dissertations 
about two words probab ly  wou l d  be more t h a n  
sufficient. So I would probably suggest using what had 
been told to me in the services, keep it simple, stupid. 
So I am going to try to advance our Estimates in such 
a manner where maybe we could terminate it in a very 
short period of time. I do not know how long this is 
going to take. 

I would  just like to ask the Minister, on page 38 of 
his annual report, he makes mention of bicycle safety, 
and cyclists' fatalities -(interjection)-

Mr. Chairman: T he Member for Dauphin, on a point 
of order. 

Mr. Plohman: I do not want to make this difficult in 
any way, but the Member says he wants to expedite 
things and then he goes into an area that I do not think 
is covered under P lanning and Design .  In  terms of 
bicycle safety, it comes under the Motor Vehicle Branch. 
So I just ask if this is proper, because I would  like to 
move along. I have a couple of other questions on 
highway projects that are planned, and then move into 
the Motor  Ve hic le Branch as it comes up in t h e  
department. Perhaps t h e  Member for Assiniboia has 
another rationale for this. 

Mr. Chairman: T he Member does not have a point of 
order. T he Member for Assiniboia. 

Mr. Mandrake: Mr. Chairperson, on your annual report 
of 1 987-88, the bicycle study was under this particular 
section. So therefore this is why I am asking the question 
in this section .  

I n  t h e  report i t  states bicycle safety, cyclist fatalities 
rose by 40 percent between 1 986 and '87. This was 
on top of a 67 percent increase between'85 and '86. 
What h ave we done or what has your department done 
to make, or in conjunction with M PIC, because they 
are the educational wing of bicycle safety, to have this 
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type of fatality brought down or to a level? I would 
p refer to see that nil , but I know it  is going to be almost 
impossible. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman , first of a l l ,  I do 
not know whether I should be concerned or not with 
the implication that we want to move fast through the 
Estimates. I find this a very educational experience, 
and I have as much time as the Members have. So 
whatever time you want to spend on these things, I am 
certain ly going to be accommodating. 

I would just l ike to indicate on the bicycle study that 
this was an internal study that was done by the 
department, a three-year study. I believe it is completed 
now or should be completed very shortly, and the 
findings will be presented to myself within the next six 
to eight weeks. That study that was undertaken involved 
the RCM P.  it involved the cycling associations, the safety 
organizations, and I look forward to getting the results 
of  t h is s tudy  and h opefu l l y  we can make s ome 
recommendations and adjust according to what the 
study is suggesting. 

Cycling is a very popular sport at this stage of the 
game and the safety aspect of it , of course, is a major 
concern al l  the time. W here possible that we could take 
and actually we probably cannot do it, but it would be 
nice if we could ,  especially some routes that are more 
popular for cycling that we could pave the shoulders 
aspect of it or bicycle trails ,  but certainly we will be 
able to address that a little better once we have the 
results of the study that is going to be presented to 
myself. 

Mr. Mandrake: I do appreciate the Minister's answer, 
M r. C h ai rpers o n ,  b ut if I can be a l l owed s ome 
suggestions that could possibly make bicycle, the 
cyclist , bicycle safety a little bit better. The following 
is what I wil l  make attention to him, is that carriers, 
the people presently carrying their little children in the 
back of their bicycles in a bucket type of a seat without 
no  protection for their feet, I would strongly suggest 
to the Minister that he lobby the manufacturers of these 
seats, whereby they would construct it in such a way 
where the child 's  foot would be restrained and it would 
have a high back seat with a cross strap and, of course, 
CSA approved . 

T he other thing too, M r. Chairperson, is helmets. I 
think It is almost , and I wou ld  not want to be put on 
record saying that I think it would be mandatory, but 
I would strongly suggest the use of helmets, particularly 
for young children who are the cyclists and have them 
CSA approved. 

I realize it  is not within the privy of the Minister to 
implement this within his- but would he lobby on behalf 
of his Government to the various manufacturers to make 
sure t hat this type of equipment is brought up-to-date 
and so we do not lose another child and we do not 
have another fatality and if we do, maybe we can prevent 
at least some, or curtail some of the injuries. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman,  we wil l  take note 
of the comments made by the Member for Assiniboia 
(Mr. Mandrake). I would anticipate that possibly some 

of these things wil l  certainly be addressed and the report 
when it comes forward . If  not that, we wil l take and 
use part of this as our overview of the cycling industry. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman , you told me I did not 
have a point of order. I thought that safety comes under 
No. (c) in Driver and Vehicle Licensing and ,  if that is 
not the case, then I wish the Chairman would make 
himself aware before he ru les that I did not have. In 
any event, if we are going to talk about bicycle safety 
under Planning and Design ,  I am prepared to do that. 

Mr. Chairman: We have allowed a good deal of latitude 
for the critics to bring in some information on different 
areas, and I think the Minister had the information 
available. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, maybe I could 
clarify that. Normally I believe it would be under the 
D river and Vehicle Licensing ,  Safety aspect of it . 
However, because the study was commissioned, I 
understand that in the report because it was part of 
the planning aspect of it , they had put in the report � 
under this category. So there has been some confusion , 

over that. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, just on the report, I believe 
that there was a report that was done for the Highway 
Traffic Safety Committee that was in place a few years 
ago that reported to the Minister of Highways and 
Transportation,  the Minister responsible for M PIC,  the 
Attorney General and perhaps other Ministers. At that 
time, there was a subcommittee set up of that ministerial 
Traffic S afety Committee t h at had made 
recommendations on bicycle safety. Is the Minister 
aware of that? I believe the Registrar of Motor Vehicles 
was sitting on that committee as wel l ,  Dan Coyle. I 
wonder if that committee is sti l l  operating, whether in 
fact the Minister has seen those recommendations. 

* ( 1 540) 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I am informed that 
those people who were sitting on that committee are 
the same ones who have been involved in doing the � 
study on cycling on this report that is being brought 
forward.  

Mr. Plohman: Perhaps I wil l wait, M r. Chairman, until 
the Registrar of M otor Vehicles is here to comment 
more on what was done at that time because I believe 
there was a study that was completed and it was to 
the Minister already in 1 986-or 1 987, I believe, for 
action. I just wonder whether we are doing more studies 
on something t h a t  a l ready had reached t h e  
recommendation stage. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I am informed that 
part of the reason why this is under the planning aspect 
of it, the part of the study we have been looking at, 
the physical aspect of it in terms of bicycle paths, the 
planning of highways to accommodate this so-how 
should I explain this-that this was the same group 
but because of the planning that is involved and how 
we do the physical aspect of it is why it ended u p  in 
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here. But the same people who basically were involved 
in the other committee that you made reference to
which I do not know of- basically have been the ones 
who have been doing this study here as advisers. 

Mr. Plohman: Yes,  M r. Chairman, obviously it would 
have to come from ideas on safety, to the physical 
accommodations for bicycles and whether they are 
sufficient at the present time or whether there has to 
be change in the design ,  the way we think about the 
operation of bicycles, whether they have their own 
paths ,  as the Minister said , o r  whether  t hey are 
operating on our roads throughout the province, or in 
cities and towns, and so on. So I can see the link and 
I think it is a good step if the planning people are 
involved in following through. 

I would be interested though in getting the information 
from the Minister as to whether he has followed up on 
that initial study and has put in place any provisions 
or is planning to put in p lace any provisions to enhance 
bicycle safety at the present time, or is he waiting now 
for this subsequent report before any action is taken? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I would  have to 
indicate that I am not aware of the previous study. I 
am waiting for the report of what will come forward 
now, which wil l  be basically I believe addressing certainly 
the safety aspect of it, as well as the physical part, 
because the safety thing, especially in cycling, is a very, 
and rightful ly so, emotional issue at the present time. 
A lot of people are concerned about it. 

But as far as any physical u ndertaking or direction ,  
I do not think I would b e  i n  a position t o  give direction 
as to what we would be doing until I have that completed 
study p resented to myself  wit h in  t h e  next ,  as I 
u nderstand ,  six to eight weeks. Certainly at that time 
I anticipate there wou l d  be various opt ions a n d  
recommendations that would b e  looked a t  a n d  certainly, 
if at al l  feasible, we would want to address those that 
we can, based on the financial limitations. 

If one of the recommendations was to take and have 
paved shou lders on every road to accommodate 
bicycles, of course that would not be possible to 
undertake, but certainly I anticipate there are certain 
aspects of recommendations that would come forward 
that we could implement with a reasonable a amount 
of expenditure. So I am talking in a vacuum because 
I do not have any of these things. Certainly when they 
come forward I am prepared to take a l o o k  at 
implementing whatever is feasible to be done. 

Mr. Plohman: Mr. Chairman, I had just written a letter 
within the last month or so to the Minister, I believe, 
or copied him. It was to the I think-and I have to 
check on my files, I do not have it with me-Cycling 
Association of Manitoba or something. T hey have been 
pushing bicycle safety and they want meetings with the 
Minister and so on. T hey referenced this study that 
had been completed a couple of years ago that they 
understood had gone to the Minister. I am surprised 
then that the Minister said that he never heard of that 
study, because I believe there was a study that was 
completed and had gone to the Minister. 

I am just wondering if he could just give us the status 
of that study, whether it is forming the basis for the 
work that is being done now; whether his officials have 
reviewed it and made any recommendations;  and 
whether in fact he could provide us with a copy of that 
study and its status? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I have to indicate 
that I am not aware of this study. I am informed that 
possibly the Registrar has that report . I wil l  try and 
avail myself of that report and see whether copies can 
be made available. It  has not been drawn to my 
attention,  and I wil l  check it out. Certainly if we do 
have a report of that nature, I wil l  make it available to 
the Critics.  

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, I thank the Minister for 
that. I am prepared to see us move on to other areas 
of the department. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 3 . (a)( 1 )  Sa laries and Wages, 
$ 1 , 82 4 , 5 0 0 - pass;  3 . (a) (2)  Other  Expenditu res,  
$336,500- pass; 3.(b) Land Surveys, 3.(b)( 1 )  Salaries 
and  Wages, $ 1 , 2 5 1 , 20 0 - pass.  3 . ( b)(2 ) ,  Other  
Expenditures $249,500-pass. 

Resolution No. 7 4: RESOLVED that there be granted 
to Her M ajesty a sum not exceeding $3,66 1 ,700 for 
Highways and Transportation, Planning and Design and 
Land Surveys, for the fiscal year ending the 3 1 st day 
of M arch ,  1 990-pass. 

I tem 4. Eng ineering and Tec hnical  Services, 
$ 1 1 , 2 8 8 , 000 .  P rovides p rogram management and  
specialized functional support services to  departmental 
programs. Provides for the operation and maintenance 
of northern airports and a ferry service in northern 
Manitoba for freight, passenger and vehicle service. 
Operates the Manitoba Government Air Service, installs 
and m aintains  com m u nicat ions systems for 
governmental departments and agencies. 

Item 4.(a) Management Services, 4.(a)( 1 ), Salaries, 
$ 1 22 ,  1 00 - pass. 

Mr. Herold Driedger (Niakwa): I just have some 
questions here dealing with Northern Airports. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, again on a point of order. 
We wil l  be down to that in about three lines. 

Mr. Herold Driedger: Oh, I am sorry. I was watching 
how you were moving around in the section before. I 
am sorry. If that is how it is going to be, why, I h ave 
no problem with that. 

Mr. Chairman: I am sorry. I cannot hear you. 

Mr. Herold Driedger: I was simply following along by 
the previous lack of order, as opposed to the orderly 
fashion we are now being asked to proceed in. So 
consequently since that is where I wish to ask my 
question and we are not at that point, I have no problem 
with passing this on a line-by-line basis. 

Mr. Chairman: Does the item pass? 
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Mr. Herold Driedger: Which line are we on now before 
I say pass? 

* ( 1 550) 

Mr. Chairman: T hat is 4.(a)(I) Salaries, $ 1 22,  100- pass; 
4 . (a )( 2 )  Other Expendit u res ,  $ 1 8 , 700 - pass; 4 . ( b )  
Mechanical Equipment Services, 4.(b)( 1 )  Salaries and 
Wages, $8,353,400- pass; 4.(b)(2) Other Expenditures 
$ 1 0,857,600- pass; 4.(b)(3) Less: Recoverable from 
Other  A p p ro p riations ,  $2 1 , 9 7 7 , 000 - pass;  4 . (c )  
Warehouse Stores:  4 . (c)( 1 )  S a l aries and  Wages , 
$429, 700-pass. 

4.(2) Other Expenditures, $ 1 38,900-the Member for 
Dauphin. 

Mr. Plohman: I have just one question ,  M r. Chairman, 
on this. Do we sti l l  have warehouse stores in al l  of the 
districts? In  which ones are they now? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: We have storage spaces in the 
same p laces where we used to have them before, 
storage facilities in Winnipeg, Brandon, Dauphin, Swan 
River, T he Pas, and Beausejour. 

Mr. Plohman: Are there any plans by the department 
to consolidate any of those at the present time? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: No. 

Mr. C hairman: 4.(2) Other Expenditures, $ 1 38,900-
pass; 4 .(c)(3)  Purchases, $6,700,000- pass; 4 .(c)(4) 
Less: Recoverab le  from Other  A p p ropriation s ,  
$6, 700,000- pass. 

4.(d) Northern Airports: 4.(d )( 1 )  Salaries and Wages, 
$2,795,500-the Member for Niakwa. 

Mr. Herold Driedger: I have no questions on Salaries 
and Wages. 

Mr. C hairman: I tem 4 . (d )( 1 )  Sa laries and Wages, 
$2,795,500- pass. 

4.(d)(2) Other Expenditures, $ 1 ,445,000-T te Member 
for Niakwa. 

Mr. Herold Driedger: I have a few questions in this 
section dealing largely with some of the types of other 
expenditures. I am particu larly referring to the airport 
at Berens River. I understand that it was necessary to 
b u i l d  a chain- l ink  fence around  this  airport .  M y  
information indicates that this was t o  prevent horses 
from straying on to the runway. 

Could the Minister comment with respect to whether 
this a very serious problem at that point or at that 
particular airport? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: T he Member is correct . There 
was a problem with horses getting onto the runway. It 
was a serious problem because these animals do not 
necessarily always adhere to the traffic regulations that 
go on at an airport. However, it was fenced off and 
the situation I understand has been corrected . T here 
are no further problems there. 
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Mr. Herold Driedger: Are there any other airports in 
t hese remote locations that suffer similar kind of 
problems with respect to animals crossing runways? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman , we do not have 
any other problems related to livestock per se. I guess 
the odd moose trots across one of these runways from 
time to time. However, that is not a matter of major 
concern at this stage of the game. However, we do 
have some problems with where we have airports close 
to communities and where we do not have good security 
that people move across the runways and that is a 
matter of concern and we are certainly trying to address 
that. 

(Mr. Edward Helwer, Acting Chairman, in the Chair) 

Mr. Herold Driedger: T he Minister references people 
and we are talking remote areas. I am sure people 
normally are able to hear airplanes when they are 
approaching but perhaps I am wrong in giving it in 
this-how severe a problem is this? I just became aware 
of the fact that there might have been a problem when 
I heard about the fence being built around the airport 
at Berens River just to keep out horses. I have spent 
some time in the North and I have spent some time 
waiting for airplanes at these airports and actually it 
is- they are in the middle of, some of them, fairly 
remote, very limited services available at the airport 
terminal or at the building which serves as the airport 
terminal ,  sometimes basically not manned at all. I guess 
what I am looking for is an indication from the Minister 
as to how sig nificant  the  p r o b l em actua l l y  is .  I 
u nderstand that with the horses it could have been 
q uite significant because he does talk about livestock 
around communities that may end up straying, but what 
is the actual problem with people doing the same thing? 
I mean , how severe is the security problem? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, there is a 
matter of concern ,  I do not know whether a major 
concern, but I have to indicate, for example, we have 
cases where vehicles are on the runways, unauthorized 
vehicles, so we have an ongoing program where we 
are going to continue the fencing program to create 
that kind of security. Each airport is a little different, 
depending on the location ,  as I indicated before, close 
to the community or the kind of security that we have 
and the amount of activity that takes place in the airport. 
We have a sheet here that shows the amount of flights 
that go in and out of the various airports. T here is 
heavy activity on, others there is very limited activity 
on,  so we are monitoring these things in terms of the 
security aspect of it  and I believe we have an ongoing 
fencing program that we have in place. So it is not 
something that is a burning issue, but certainly we are 
concerned about that aspect of it. 

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Helwer): T he Member for 
Niakwa, did you have another question? 

Mr. Herold Driedger: Just briefly. You were referring 
that you have an ongoing program with fencing and 
with making these airports secure. T here was, I guess, 
last year, the year before, some concern about the 
Gods River airport because it was at one time a private 



Tuesday, September 26, 1989 

airport, now having been handed over to the Gods 
R iver Band . Is  this within the purview of Highways and 
Transportation as it stands now, or is  this sti l l  an airport 
that is  under separate jurisdiction? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, the airport 
at G ods River Narrows sti l l  belongs to the band. 

Mr. Herold Driedger: What role does H ighways and 
Transportation play in  either determining the safety of 
this airport, referencing again the previous comments 
that you made, perhaps not so much if we are talk ing 
now about vehicles on the road but now let  us take a 
look at from the position of aircraft using that airport. 
Do you l icense it? Have you any role in  maintain ing it? 
Do you have any role in  providing security for it? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, we have 
no jurisd iction at that airport at al l .  It is strictly their 
jurisdiction. We have no i nvolvement there other than 
an option that to sometime i n  the future, I assume, if 
the Government so desires to enter into an agreement 
with the people from that reserve. 

Mr. Mandrake: There are several questions: one for 
the northern airport, and that is Tadoule Lake. That 
airport, last year, if my memory serves me right,  there 
was apparently a lawsuit being lodged against the 
provincial Government. H as this been settled, and if 
it has been settled, what was the problem? If he does 
not have the i nformation today, could he table that 
information for both critics? 

* ( 1 600) 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, it is my 
understanding that the contractor who was involved in 
the construction of the airport, there was some d ifficulty 
and he is i n  the  p rocess of s u i n g  the  p rovi n c i al 
Government. Because it is before the courts, I do not 
intend to g ive any further information on it .  

Mr. Mandrake: M r. Acting Chairperson, i n  your  Air 
Services, I have several q uestions, and I wi l l  then bow 
to the Member for Dauphin .  

Mr. Plohman: I just wanted to get back to God 's  Lake 
Airport for a moment. The M inister said that he has 
no responsib i l ity for it .  Of course a couple of years ago 
the airport was purchased for the band along with the 
o l d  R u m i n s k i  Lod g e .  I be l ieve t here was some 
commitment to upgrade that airstr ip to meet certain 
standards. There has been some recent controversy 
about it, I believe, that I heard in the press from the 
chief there. I also am aware that recently there was a 
d isturbance there and the RCMP had flown u p  and 
they could not land because there were no l ights on 
the strip and they had to leave. 

I guess I am wondering what the Government's p lans 
are to u pgrade that airstr ip at the present time, at least 
a min imal upgrading. I know there was a problem all 
the t ime with that airstr ip because Ruminski who used 
to own it constantly came forward and sai d ,  look, we 
need some help to upgrade this strip because it is low 
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and it is unsafe and so on. So now that it has been 
turned over and there was some agreement, either 
formal or informal - I  am not sure, the Minister would 
probably know-to upgrade it. Is there a plan to 
upgrade that airstrip? Is it p lanned for next year? Is 
i t  being done now, or is it not even being considered . 
I know the Min ister of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey) 
was asked about it recently as wel l  and said there is 
a plan to do this work. Is it under his budget or is it 
u nder this budget? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, first of all ,  
let me address the comment that was made halfway 
through the Member's statement or question regarding 
the latest issue at Gods River Airport- not God's 
Lake-where t here were some p r o bl ems w i th  
youngsters shooting windows out  of  schools, e t  cetera, 
and the RCMP had indicated that they could not land ,  
or the chief had indicated that the RCM P  could not 
land. I wou ld  have to indicate that the commun ity has 
been supplied with flare pots. However, apparently they 
could not find them or whatever the case may be. So 
that created a bit of a problem there. I would l ike to 
indicate now in the more general basis that there is  
an agreement that was struck with the band or with 
the reserve init ial ly when the purchase was made by 
the federal and provincial Government that at a t ime 
when Government saw fit that they could then enter 
into an agreement and buy the airport for a dollar. We 
have made that offer. I n  fact, we have been negotiating 
with the chief and h is council over a period of t ime 
and we have not reached an agreement at this stage 
of the game in terms of maintenance, et cetera. So we 
are sti l l  negotiat ing at the present t ime. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Acting Chairman, I u nderstand,  
th ink ,  from what the Min ister said ,  that the purchase 
price is not at issue here in terms of negotiation, it  is 
the terms of upgrading and maintenance later on being 
negotiated at the present time. Is that correct? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: I would l ike to maybe correct 
that. The upgrading and the maintenance of the airport, 
if we would take it over, is not the issue here. The issue 
is basically the cost of the maintenance which the band 
has supposedly undertaken from the time that they 
bought the airport unt i l  now that it is u nder negotiation 
and the compensation for various things that happened 
in between times. 

Mr. Plohman: Okay, M r. Acting Chairman, then we are 
getting back into the evacuation of the people from 
Gods River a couple of years ago and the cost that 
they incurred in evacuating and then bringing in supplies 
on ice, keeping an ice str ip ,  too, and so on, a l l  of these 
things that were surrounding it. That has not been 
settled as yet? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, we had , at 
one stage of the game, almost reached agreement and 
then the thing fell apart again .  We then renegotiated, 
had almost reached agreement, and it has sort of fallen 
apart again .  We are in a negotiating mode right now. 
I do not know whether we want to get into the details  
of  i t .  
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If the Member wants, I am prepared to sit down with 
him and explain exactly the circumstances; not that it 
is a confidential thing, it just has been a very difficult 
emotional thing for some people involved at this stage 
of the game and we are sti l l  trying.  

Mr. Plohman: I wi l l  not pursue that any further now. 
I know it is very sensitive, I recall being involved in that 
old issue before. In terms of the upgrading, is the 
Minister saying that they wil l  not do any upgrading unti l  
this is settled , in other words, u ntil the department 
owns that airstrip before any upgrading and major work 
will be done there? 

M r. Albert Driedger:  T hat  is  rig h t .  We h ave n o  
intentions o f  putting any money into that until w e  have 
an ag reement whereby we take over the airport ,  
because once we put money into it then we are 
responsible. If  we are going to be responsible, then we 
want to deal with it in such a manner as we prescribe 
through the department and through the regulations 
that are there if we feel there is another way to do it. 

Mr. Plohman: As long as the band is insisting that 
these other items be settled as part of the package, 
then there wil l  be a delay in any improvements to that 
airstrip ,  until an overal l  settlement can be negotiated? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: T hat is correct. 

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Helwer): Item 4.(d)- pass; 
(e) Marine Services: ( 1 )  Salaries and wages, $565, 1 00-
pass; (2 )  Other Expenditures, $405,900- pass. 

(f) M aterials and Research: ( 1 )  Salaries and Wages, 
$ 1 ,337,300-the Honourable Member for Assiniboia. 

Mr. Mandrake: T hank you very much, M r. Acting 
Chairman. I have before me a letter written by a M r. 
M ayer from the Grand Rapids Indian Band dated June 
2 1 ,  1 989, and I wil l  read the letter and ask for the 
Minister's  response. "In late December '88 my council 
and I met with you and several officials to discuss the 
issue of the Grand Rapids Burrow Pits. "  It  goes on to 
say that they laid a plan for further discussions as of 
June 2 1 ,  1 989. T he band has yet to hear from M r. 
M ayer. Could he be so kind as to advise the critics as 
to what happened? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, we are not 
q uite s u re as to whether  t h at is  t h e  H ig hways 
Department or whether that would be Crown lands. I 
wil l  get the information .  Staff is going to check into it 
and try and get an answer back to the critic on that. 

M r. Mandrake: U nder  page 5 7 ,  paragraph 3 :  
Performance models were developed for Manitoba 
pavement surfaces to assist highway impact analysis 
for various Off-Track Elevator Options .  Could the 
Minister be so kind as to explain to me what does this 
really mean? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman , I apologize. 
I wonder if the Member would  give me the indulgence 
to repeat that. 

* ( 1 6 10)  

Mr. Mandrake: I t  is  under  page 57, under  materials 
and research in my annual report. I am sorry. I shall 
recite it again to you, Mr. Minister. It is u nder materials 
and  researc h ,  page 57 of your  a n n u a l  report . 
Performance models were developed for Manitoba 
pavement surfaces to assist highway impact analysis 
for various Off-Track Elevator Options. Now, could he 
explain that to me in greater length ,  please? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, I am having 
g reat difficulty exp laining that .  I not t rying to be 
facetious. T he information I have is that this refers to 
the study that was undertaken where rail line, where 
abandonment or elevators were closed , and the impact 
it would have on the roads in terms of the change in 
transportation from the rail to highways, and the impact 
it would have on municipal roads, provincial roads,  the 
pavement aspect. I believe that is what they-this 
particular group were the soils and pavement experts 
that were basically involved in studying that kind of an 
impact. 

Mr. Mandrake: I suspected that was what it was, M r. 
Acting Chairperson.  T he Minister says he has a study. 
Number one, would he please provide the critics with 
that study, and No. 2, which off-track elevators has he 
conducted a study on in our rural areas? As far as I 
can remember, I think there is only one at the present 
time that is being supported by the federal Government 
in the-I  think somewhere around Gimli area if I am 
not badly mistaken . I forget the name, but that is the 
only one that I know of which at the present time the 
federal Government is doing a cost-sharing on the off
track. What other elevators have they done a study 
on? Provide that study to the critics so that we can 
analyze it and say okay, which avenue you people are 
taking.  

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Acting Chairman, i t  is  my 
understanding from staff that there have been various 
studies and reports done over a period of years on 
these things. I think the latest one was one done by 
Touche Ross or something like that. I wil l  undertake 
to find out exactly what studies we have that would 
impact on this area here, and wil l  try and get them 
forward to the critics. Obviously there is information 
there and we wil l  try and get it. 

Mr. Plohman: Yes, M r. Acting Chairman, it seems to 
me that we are dealing with one at Fisher Branch , and 
there was a monitoring committee made of federal and 
provincial officials that was monitoring the feasibility 
and the efficiency, and so on, and the impact that this 
kind of an off-track elevator would have. 

T hat was being done, I imagine, and the officials 
from the materials  and research were involved in 
monitoring the impact on the roads. I guess that is 
part of the report that would have been prepared . H as 
that been completed? If it has, then we would like to 
get a copy. I would concur with the critic from the 
Opposition that we should have that study. Is that for 
a federal study then, or has it been released? 

1313 

Mr. Albert Driedger: As I indicated before, we would 
have to go back and see exactly what we have, but 
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anything we have in terms of reports along these lines, 
we wil l  try and make that available for the benefit of 
the critics, as well as myself. We will get that information 
and forward it to the Members. 

Mr. Plohman: Yes, M r. Acting Chairman, if it deals with 
refut ing a study t h at was d o n e  by t h e  federal  
Government or whether i t  was just part of  the monitoring 
of this specific off-track experiment, it is quite a different 
thing. If it was dealing with the off-track experiment, 
I certainly would like to get that information .  

I f  w e  are referring in this annual report to something 
that happened before that, which is what the Deputy 
Minister was referring to-the ADI study that was done 
a few years ago -which showed that in their findings 
there was virtually no impact, no cost to the province 
of abandoning rail lines and having that traffic revert 
to the highway system.  It  was subsequently refuted 
through another study that we did. If  this is the one 
we are talking about, then that information ,  I do not 
think, is as critical from my point of view, because I 
have that information.  I think anything new since then 
is extremely important, if developments are taking place 
since then. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Acting Chairman, we wil l  check 
into it and if there is that information ,  because possibly 
the Liberal critic does not h ave that information,  we 
wil l  get what information we have, including updated 
information and forward it. 

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Helwer): Shal l  the item 
pass-the Honourable Minister. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, I am sorry, 
before we pass that under this area here, I just want 
to make reference to a program we have in p lace right 
now. T hat is the Gravel Pit Rehabilitation Program. 

I want to put on the record that this is, we think ,  a 
very important program. It is working well .  We do not 
have that much money in there. It is a matter of $50,000 
t hat we were expended to rehabilitate approximately 
1 5  pits throughout

· 
the province. T his is an ongoing 

p rogram now. It started last year, and we think it is 
very beneficial because al l  of you who have seen the 
g ravel pits know that some of them are dangerous. So 
we are very proud that we have this program in place 
and we feel that it is working wel l .  

I just wanted to indicate that we have a great deal 
of pride in having made a significant contribution in 
terms of the environment through the rehabilitation of 
these pits, as wel l  as the perception,  making them look 
better and safer. I just wanted to put on the record 
that we have this program in place. It  is doing well and 
we are pleased with it. 

We have a report here, because if Members want, 
it wil l  show some of the work that is being done here. 
T he Member for Assiniboia (Mr. Mandrake) passed me 
so many pictures yesterday, maybe I can pass them 
back and have an idea exactly what is u ndertaken. 
T hank you, M r. Acting Chairman. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Acting Chairman, I am very pleased 
to hear about this success of the last year of this 

program and the continuation, but I do not want the 
Member to think that he invented the wheel here. I 
recal l that I felt very strongly about this as Minister, 
that we should be doing something with the many 
unsightly gravel pits that had been left in such a mess, 
in many cases very visibly, along our highways. One 
case that comes to mind is between Ashvil le and 
Ethelbert on Highway No. 10. 

It  is just terrible that was left like that and of course 
that would riot happen nowadays with the requirements 
for contractors to restore- I  believe the requirements 
t h at t h ey h ave to restore t h e  enviro n ment - t h e  
landscape back to a n  aesthetic type o f  setting. 

We h ad worked on this program. I do not know 
whether it was cancelled or not at the last minute, but 
I thought it was in place a couple of years ago. We 
had it in place at least during the Estimates process 
and whether it actually made it to the end or whether 
there was a reason why we did not expend those 
monies, perhaps the Minister could  consult his staff as 
to whether in fact this program was in place previous 
to last year but was not flowed, dol lars were not flowed 
because there was a problem getting it off the ground 
for whatever reason .  I t  seemed to me t here was 
something like that ,  but I just wanted to refresh my 
memory briefly on that if that is the case. I know it was 
seriously considered before and I thought it had been 
concluded. 

• ( 1 620) 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, that is the 
difference between talking about things and making 
things happen and doing them. We talk about all kinds 
of things and we made it happen. I have to say that 
apparently it was in the planning stages prior to it , but 
we implemented the program and it is working well .  

Mr. Plohman: M r. Acting Chairman, you reap what you 
sow and the plannng takes place and then the programs 
come off. T he Minister cannot take any special credit 
for that, but if he likes to that is fine. What I was more 
interested in -and I wish he would have consulted with 
his staff to find out to determine in fact whether not 
only was it in the planning stage but that the monies 
had been put in the budget prior to that but were not 
flowed because there was not a priority listing. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, this is our 
first report on it , but we wil l check if the Member feels 
a little self-conscious about the performance of his 
Government in terms of making some of these cuts 
and not implementing them, I can u nderstand that. If 
there is credit coming to him, I wil l give him credit. I 
am not shy about that. We will get the information and 
see whether the money was put there, not expended 
or whether it was cut before it ever got to that stage. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Acting Chairman, I am not feeling 
self-conscious, but I think that if the Minister is sincere 
when he says he will give credit where credit is due 
that he would do that u p  front rather than waiting to 
have to be confronted on it . I wonder whether he is 
as sincere as he says. 
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M r. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, we can go 
around the mulberry bush a few more times. As I 
indicated to the Member before, the program has come 
forward. T he main thing is it is a good working program 
at  th is  stage of the g a m e .  I i n dicated t hat we 
implemented it the first year last year and we are doing 
it again, and if the Member feels some kind of sensitivity 
to get some recognition out of it , we wil l  check. If there 
is some coming, we will give it . If it is not coming we 
are not going to pat the Member on the back for 
something that  he d oes n o t  d eserve.  If t he re is 
something that he deserves, we wil l  do it. 

M r. Mandrake: I do not think it is necessary to berate 
anybody. If a person starts something,  that person 
should receive some kind of recognition for what he 
h as done. 

In  your book here, M r. M inister, I notice on the 
northeast 3-I0-19W you are putting,  I think it is, pile 
foundations or something-you are burying products 
in there. Now, are they environmentally safe? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Acting Chairman, my staff 
advises me that whatever we do is done with the consent 
and support of the environmental people. So I want to 
say, as I did before already, the department is very 
conscientious of anything that affects the environment 
basical ly because we have a lot to do with it. So we 
follow the procedures and we do not take any shortcuts 
in that regard. 

Mr. Herold Driedger: Just a quick question ,  I could 
not help but overhear some of the conversations here 
with respect to what appears to be gravel pits. Has 
the Minister or the Minister 's  department done any 
kind of analysis as to the kind of effect that will be 
experienced by q uarries that are now existent when 
the new regulations u nder T he Mining Act come into 
effect? I believe that the new regu lations are cal ling 
for a different, I guess, a much larger uninterrupted 
edge between q uarry site and edge of property which 
to some extent may actually mean that the quarry wil l  
provide less materials than might have originally been 
anticipated according to the standard estimate of 
contents. 

I know that the regulations have not come down, but 
I have seen some of the things that were discussed 
with respect to them. I was wondering if you could 
make any comment j ust as to what impact this might 
have on the existing quarries? 

M r. Albert Driedger: Mr. Acting Chairman, I am not 
trying to defer an answer on this, but I think that possibly 
the Minister of Energy and Mines ( M r. Neufeld) would 
be the one that could probably clarify that a little better. 
We just know what we have to basical ly adhere to. Staff 
u n dertaking t hese p rojects check wit h t h e  
environmental department a s  well a s  I suppose with 
the department of lands people, to determine how we 
do that. T hat would be about the extent that we would 
be involved with that kind of legislation .  

Mr. Herold Driedger: I just made the comment because 
I know it wil l  impact if you have quarries that are 

Government quarries that you ,  yourself, operate and 
that are on Crown lands. T hat is all. I was just wondering 
if you had been made aware or were able to comment 
on them, and I wil l  follow this u p  with the Minister of 
Energy and Mines (Mr. Neufeld).  

Mr. Plohman: I just wanted to make a comment about 
this. I think this is very impressive and working it in 
with this rehabilitation of these gravel pits is really super. 
It is good to see and I am very pleased that the Minister 
and the staff have provided us with an opportunity to 
look at these photos of the work before and after it 
has taken place. Even using the trainees on the job to 
cut the cost , because the training has to take place 
anyway as operators, is an excellent idea. I just want 
to add my words of congratulations to the staff of the 
Deputy M inister in his memo to the Direct o r  of 
Engineering and Technical Services with regard to this 
program. It looks super and I am glad to see it 
happening and I hope it continues and expands. 

The Aeling Chairman (Mr. Helwer) :  On item 4.(f)( 1 )  
M aterials a n d  Researc h ,  S a laries a n d  Wages,  
$ 1 , 3 3 7  ,300 - pass;  4 . (f)( 2 )  Other  Expenditu res,  
$223,900- pass. 

4 . (g)( 1 )  T raffic O perations ,  Sa laries and  Wages 
$675,300- the Member for Assiniboia. 

Mr. Mandrake: Mr. Acting Chairperson,  I touched on 
this previously in Planning and Design ,  but i l lumination 
falls under 59. T he Minister should have told me to 
wait until now and then we would have addressed it 
here, but seeing that I have been given the opportunity 
again to address it I certain ly wil l .  T he signs that we 
have constructed by our by-passes and coming into 
the City of Winnipeg at the present time are very, very 
difficult to see. If  there is any i l lumination on it, it is 
very, very du l l .  Would the Minister consider i l luminating 
these signs and bringing them further back away from 
the by-passes and providing a little bit more ample 
room for the motoring public to see the sign a little 
bit more vividly, as opposed to the way it is right now. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: First of a l l ,  Mr. Acting Chairman, 
the Member requested the report of the areas where 
we have improved the lighting.  My staff tel ls  me they 
are working on it right now. I should have that report 
forward hopefu l ly by the end of the week. It is a matter 
of going through all the places where we have done 
that. 

I just want to indicate that we have an ongoing 
prog ram of u p g rading the sig ns .  T he M e m be r  is 
probably aware that a certain amount of weathering 
takes place on the signs over a period of time, so we 
have an upgrading program that is in place. Certainly, 
we are very cognizant of the fact that signs play a very 
important role in terms of giving direction to our 
travel ling public. We certainly are trying to keep them 
in as good a shape as possible, and as conspicuous 
as possible. It is a safety factor as wel l ,  so we are 
working on it. 

* ( 1 630) 

Mr. Mandrake: I am q uite confident the Minister wil l  
be providing me with the  answers in  due course. 
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There is one other place that - and again it is in my 
constituency and it is along the Perimeter Highway to 
Headingley. That area just has virtual ly no i l lumination 
whatsoever. Now I am talking about the safety aspect 
of the motoring public. If  we put up a few lights along 
that route maybe it would improve the safety aspect 
of the motoring public in that area, particularly when 
it is dark. W hen it gets very, very dark out there it is 
treacherous. You have to know the area, and I would 
just not want to see one accident happen because of 
poor i l lumination. 

(Mr. Chairman in the Chair) 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Obviously staff have looked at 
that aspect of it . T hey indicate to me that the lighting 
aspect of it is a very, very expensive project, so this 
is being viewed in conjunction with what we are going 
to do with that road generally. We had some discussion 
yesterday about the possibility of a Headingley by-pass. 
All these things are sort of up in the air at the present 
time, and once a decision is made we probably wil l  be 
in a position to address the lighting as wel l .  We feel 
that it would be irresponsible if we dealt with the 
situ ation of the hig hway, Trans-Canada,  from the 
Perimeter to Headingley on an ad hoe basis, to address 
the lighting and not do the road , or would we want to 
make a major change on the road . The feeling is that 
we would like to do that in an organized way so that 
we have long-term effects from it. 

Mr. Mandrake: I appreciate what the Minister said , 
and I appreciate what he told me yesterday about the 
by-pass. Now again I would like to go back to 1 983 
when the plan for the by-pass was imposed upon the 
residents of Headingley. We have now waited seven 
years. In other words, the Minister is telling me that 
he wil l  wait another seven years. He is going to see 
the deterioration of that highway, probably increase in 
accidents because we are going to get increased traffic 
flow, and in northeast sector we are going to get that 
increased traffic flow. Al l  I am doing is pleading to this 
Minister for a few dol lars. M aybe i l luminating that 
section of land, or that section of highway, could prevent 
one accident, and if that is what it takes to prevent 
that one accident, I would strongly suggest to the 
Minister that maybe that would be an appropriate 
avenue to take. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, we wil l  note the 
request of the Member and I wil l  have staff look at 
that, and also look at the cost factors. T he Member 
makes reference to a few dol lars. I do not know what 
the dol lars are. We wil l  have a look and if we have 
some figures that can substantiate some of this thing, 
I wil l  get back to the Member and let him know what 
the cost would be and what we are prepared to 
undertake. 

Mr. Mandrake: I have also gone through the accident 
statistics that were provided to me in last year's report 
and this year's report. I am noticing that there is a 
significant amount of increase by type of vehicles and 
I wil l  relate to one, school buses. We have seen a .6 
percent increase where we have four school buses in 
an accident. Now, were these school buses that were 
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transporting children , or were these school buses that 
were used by private individuals who would probably 
transport, I do not know, but it is not registered as a 
school bus, per se? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the 
Member could indicate which report he is reading from, 
is it the '87-88 report? 

Mr. Mandrake: That is right. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Because that is, by and large, a 
year old.  I guess because our statist ics basically show 
that we have an improvement in the last year. Apparently 
I have approved the publishing of those statistics, I do 
not think it is in the process right now. As soon as we 
have that we wil l  certain ly  make that information 
available to the Member, as wel l ,  both Members for 
that matter. 

Mr. Mandrake: I appreciate that ,  M r. Chairman, if the 
Minister could provide me with the accident data. 

The one I am very much concerned with is item No. 
5,  and item No. 8 Bus, Other. Does that mean buses 
that are worse school buses but now have been 
converted to other means of transportation? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, staff advise me 
that they cannot be a converted bus.  They either are 
a bus and being used as a bus, or else they would be 
classified as Other, whatever classification it is, but you 
cannot say that it is a converted bus. 

Mr. Mandrake: Mr. Chairperson, what I meant by 
"converted" is either used as a mobile home, or is it 
used for - and I would give you an example-Arrow 
Transport uses one of the school buses, in fact, with 
the same colour as the school buses are painted , to 
transport people who are, I th in k ,  disabled or i n  
wheelchairs. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, staff advise me 
that it is very specific. School buses are only school 
buses and then you have other buses, whatever, but 
school b u ses nothing e lse fits into that category. 
Whether they then get taken out as a school bus, get 
renovated for whatever reason to be used for whatever 
purpose, but we are talking school buses in the report 
only to those units that are used as school buses. 

Mr. Mandrake: In  other words, u nder Bus, Other, No. 
8. So, therefore, that what I had just made mention of 
would  fall under that area, am I right? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Yes. 

Mr. Mandrake: Okay. Mr. Chairperson, in 1 986-87 we 
have seen rear-end col lisions are seeming to always 
constantly escalate, '86-87 we had rear-end col lisions 
of 743, and the present Annual Report we have 779. 
Something has gone wrong . I mean, if we are going 
to be constantly seeing this type of an accident problem, 
first of a l l ,  we are going to see increases in Autopac 
payments, not only Autopac but injuries, whiplash,  et 
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cetera, et cetera. We had better start addressing that 
issue or else, and I do not k now how to propose any 
kind of suggestion to this Honourable Minister. So you 
d rive down here in the city and people are constantly 
d riving right on the tail end of your car. Now, how we 
address that issue, I do not know. I would suggest to 
the Minister possibly that speak to the RCM P  and the 
City Police, to start enforcing the rule as it is supposed 
to be enforced, that you are supposed to have X number 
of feet behind another vehicle, because it might get 
into epidemic proportion and I would  not want to see 
that.  

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, let me first of a l l  
indicate to the Member that the increase from 743 to 
779, in view of the total amount of accidents and amount 
of vehicles that are travelling in Manitoba, that I think 
in itself is not significant enough .  I hate to see any 
figures go u p  but however I think we have to look at 
it over a period of years to see whether a trend develops. 
You could have a specific year where you have a lot 
of snow conditions which would automatically change 
that,  so you cannot take just two years and say, wel l ,  
there i s  a trend .  You have to look a t  i t  over a longer 
period of time in establishing it. 

However, my concern has to be, I do not want to 
see any figures go up, I want to see them go down. 
But based on the report, the federal report of accidents 
and fatalities in Manitoba, that we rated the second 
best in Canada in terms of the overall statistics- if 
statistics mean anything . Not that that is total comfort. 
I think we always have to look at improving it and 
certainly I think the two aspects of it that were stressed 
at the Ministers' Conference was the use of seat belts, 
and the d rinking and driving laws that are in place. 
T hose two, I think both to some degree have significant 
impact on some of these things in terms of injuries and 
fatalities, maybe not necessarily that much in terms of 
accidents, but I think it would also have an impact 
t here. 

* ( 1640) 

Mr. Mandrake: M r. Chairperson, he did not address 
the issue. In  my opinion, when we see an increase of 
30-some-odd accidents because of rear-end col lisions, 
I think that to me is significant enough.  I am just looking 
at the possibility of the injuries that are caused by rear
end col lisions, and the back injuries that can be caused 
by rear-end col lisions, neck injuries that are caused 
by rear-end collisions, so we are not just talking about 
a very small aspect of injuries here. T his is a very severe 
problem and , again,  if it is a head-on col lision ,  we know 
what is going to happen there. But from a rear-end 
collision, and I bet you if the M inister would take some 
time and speak to the Minister in charge of M PIC,  they 
would probably try to eradicate that problem. I real ly 
d o  not honestly know how to address it .  

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I want to repeat. 
I t hink that when we talk of 36 more rear-end accidents 
i n  one year, given the rig h t  c i rcumstances ,  one  
snowstorm, one icy condition, you could have that many 
accidents in an hour itself, so weather plays a certain 
factor in this thing obviously. If  we have a couple of 

bad storms, you are rear ending.  You watch the first 
snowfal l  that is going to come. I shudder to think of 
how many rear-end accidents there wil l  be just in that 
one day. So it is not adequate enough at least for us 
to be concerned ; yes, always concern, but I d o  not 
think that that in itself is that significant. 

Certainly, one of the onuses within the Department 
of Highways and Transportation has always been the 
safety aspect of it. When we build our roads, anything 
that we do, whether it is under the National Safety 
Code, the safety aspect of it is always a matter of major 
concern. T hat does not mean that things -(interjection)
T hat is a very nice thing to say. It  is a matter of major 
concern ,  safety. 

Mr. Mandrake: Mr. Minister, I appreciate you using 
that word "safety." I only wish you were with me the 
day when I buried my car on 373. I would have shown 
you safety. You know, I mean he smirks at that. Had 
I been going 25 or 30, I would have flipped my car. 
You talk about safety. Sure, we can talk about -
(interjection)- No, all he had to do is possibly have 
somebody down there levelling that road on a very, 
very regular basis, because of the fact that you h ave 
got a lot of traffic on that road . So safety is paramount, 
not only in my mind and in the third Party's mind. We 
can talk about safety as much as we want, but if we 
do not do something about it, nothing wil l  be done. 

T he other question is: could the Minister p lease 
explain to me what is meant by off-road right and off
road left , in accidents? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: T hat is the direction that the 
veh icle left the road . 

Mr. Mandrake: I would not belittle the Minister for 
increasing the speeds on the various highways to 1 00 
kilometres an hour, by no such imagination, but we 
have statistics in front of us that accidents by speed 
li mit of 1 00 k i lometres an h o u r  h ave increased 
dramatically to the tune of 3 1 .58 percent. Could the 
Minister p lease exp l ain  to me-we h ave seen an 
increase in '86-87, in '88-89, could he explain that ,  or 
offer me some kind of possible solution to this? � 
Mr. Albert Driedger: Is the M e m ber referring to 
accidents? 

Mr. Mandrake: Yes. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: I do not have an explanation.  I 
want to indicate to the Member, though, that last year 
what we had was a sort of an ad hoe speed limit policy 
throughout the province. We had some PT Hs that had 
been escalated to 1 00; we had others that were at 90. 
I think it was creating a lot of confusion. We thought,  
because almost half the roads possibly were at the 1 00 
kms an hour already on the PT H system, that we would 
develop a uniform system where the PT Hs, with a few 
exceptions where we felt safety was a hazard , would 
have them uniform across the province at  1 00 kms an 
hour, and on the P Rs that we would be having a uniform 
speed limit of 90 kms per hour. 

It is felt ,  general ly, that our PT H ,  provincial trunk  
highway, system is better than the  PR system. We have 
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many requests already coming from municipalities and 
communities saying that we should escalate the speed 
on the PR system to 1 00, but again we would create 
that inconsistency. So we feel that we have established 
a system where a certain type of highway, basically our 
PT H system, as indicated before, is supposed to be a 
better quality highway, that we wil l  al low the speed limit 
to be 1 00 kms, and on the PR system that it is uniform 
at night.  

Now, whether that has contributed to any degree in 
accidents, we certainly cannot substantiate that. I would 
have to see some proof that that has contributed to 
more accidents. 

Mr. Mandrake: Are you going to be conducting any 
kind of studies with relation to the increase in accidents 
on 100 kilometres an hour from the date of the inception 
of the new regulation that you set on PT Hs? If we were 
to come back to Estimates next year, would you be 
able to tell us that we have had an increase on the 
PTHs of accidents because of the increase in miles? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, I wil l  try and 
establish-the staff tells me it would take more than 
just a year. We wil l  have the statistics of the accidents 
that take place as we have right now and that after a 
few years would possibly establish whether there was 
a trend of more accidents. We would have to weigh 
that with the various other things. So it is very hard 
to take and do this on a year-to-year basis. You have 
to see whether there is a trend developing and what 
contributes to it, whether it is necessarily the escalation 
of the speed on the PTHs, I am not sure, but we wil l  
try and monitor i t  somewhere along the line a n d  see 
whether we can establish certain trends. 

* ( 1 650) 

Mr. Mandrake: I would never expect the Minister to 
provide me with a comprehensive study over a period 
of a year. This takes a period of several years, but I 
am just hoping that he would be kept abreast of al l  
of the problems that might be existing in that area. If  
he finds out that the accidents are increasing in a certain 
PTH ,  maybe we should then look at it so that we can 
reduce it or doing something so that we do not have 
a loss of human beings. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
indicate to the Member that we keep statistics and 
rates of what happens in terms of the miles travel led, 
the amount of accidents, other factors enter into it. 
We are promoting the idea of having lights on when 
you drive during the course of a day. In  fact, the new 
automobiles that are being manufactured now have 
running lights that automatically come on, as the car 
d oes that I have right now, which is a Government car. 
That was one of the programs that was initiated earlier 
in terms of " light up for safety. " 

I certainly agree with their program. I am on the 
highway quite a bit , and I think it is beneficial if people 
would al l  have their lights on. You can see some things 
you cannot from a distance, necessarily gage whether 
a car is coming or going unless you have the lights. 
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I am saying there are so many factors that play a 
role in this. We try to, along with everybody else, 
promote safety features, things that wil l make it a little 
safer, that wil l  bring down the accident rate and certainly 
on the highway aspect of it, the speed end of it , if we 
see certain trends develop, I think then decisions wil l  
b e  made at that stage o f  the game once w e  can 
contribute it or attribute it to certain aspects of how 
these things happen. 

M r. C hairman:  4 . ( g )( 2 )  Other  Expen ditures 
$4,650,000- pass; 4.(g)(3) Less: Recoverable from 
Other  A p p r o p riations $950 ,000- pass.  4 . ( h )  
Government A i r  and Radio Services:  ( I )  Salaries 
$3,654,300- pass. 

4.(h)(2) Other Expenditures $5,693,300-the Member 
for Dauphin. 

Mr. John Plohman (Dauphin): I want to get an idea 
if there are any changes in the air fleet, Government 
Air. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, the aircraft of . . .  
Air service consists of five Candair CL-2 1 5  water 
bombers, two Cessna Citation jets, which of course 
includes the Medi-vac and the other one, one Piper 
Navaho Chieftain and three de H avilland DHC-3 Otters. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, is there any plan at this 
time to add to this complement either on the water 
b o m ber side or in any of the  others needed for  
evacuation or for  Government travel? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, no, there are no 
intended changes at  the present time. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, I guess we saw this last 
summer with the terrible forest fire season,  the merits 
of purchasing additional water bombers. We had an 
agreement a number of years ago, on a two for one, 
where we purchased one, and I believe the Government 
of Canada paid for the second one for I.or something. 
In  any event, I believe that has al l  been paid now and 
the second water bomber was received last spring. 
Was this the first season for the fifth water bomber? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, this is the second 
season for  the  last water bomber. It was used the  first 
time in 1988. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, just one question on this. 
Since there are no definite plans to buy additional 
aircraft at this time, is there any discussion with the 
Natural Resources Department as to whether it would  
be feasible or economical to  have additional water 
bombers, because this was a rather unusual, perhaps 
it is a start of a trend, who knows. We may be losing 
large amounts of our forest to fires if dry weather 
cont inues over a long  period of t ime.  Is there a 
consideration to look at additional purchases, or was 
there enough available to lease or rent, or to have from 
other provinces brought in, to take care of our needs 
overal l ?  What is the thinking on that? Is  that being 
reviewed? 



Tuesday, September 26, 1989 

M r. Albert Dr ied ger:  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  t h i s  is my 
u nderstanding, that Natural Resources are reviewing 
their requirements right now. H owever, we have no 
ind ication, and I do not believe that there is any intention 
of purchasing any additional water bombers at th is 
stage of the game, after the unprecedented fire situation 
that we experienced this last summer. We were fortunate 
in  the respect that we had other p rovinces- I  believe 
there is a committee set up ,  through the Department 
of Natural Resources, M utual Air  Resources Sharing 
Agreement, which allows the sharing of u nits across 
Canada. We h a d  u n its  here f rom t h e  Nor thwest 
Territories, we had units here from the Yukon, we also 
had units here from Newfoundland, we had units from 
all across the country and that Mutual Air Resources 
Sharing Agreement is something that I th ink helps from 
having to make the capital expenditure higher than we 
want at this stage of the game. 

Like I say, my u nderstanding is Natural Resources 
is reviewing their requirement at th is stage of the game 
and we have not had any report from them. I would 
be hesitant to proceed to look at buying another water 
bomber at the present t ime. 

Mr. Plohman: Just on another issue deal ing with the 
Government jet. Could the Min ister provide us with a 
breakdown of the department by department use of 
the Government jet for air travel , both by Ministers 
and by departments? Is that avai lable? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, my staff advise 
me we wi l l  try and get it by department as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Chairman, if  the Minister wants to 
go back and conclude a number of years before and 
later, I just want to get an idea of the amount of travel 
and generally which planes are being used and where, 
any out of province, or is it basically within the province 
and so on. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, we will t ry and get 
that information to the Members. 

Mr. Mandrake: I am very, very curious about this aircraft 
usage. I appreciate the Member for Dauphin bringing 
the point up of the journeys that the people take. On 
the jet ,  what would it cost- and if the Minister does 
not have that figure in  front of him he could provide 
it for me at a later t ime - but what does it cost per 
hour to fly, let us say, from here to the International 
Peace Gardens? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman , the cost of the 
Cessna, I understand,  is in  the vicinity of $800 an hour. 

Mr. Mandrake: I am sorry, M r. Chairperson, I am not 
talking about a Cessna, I am talking about the jet. 

An Honourable Member: T hat is what you are talking 
about, that is what he is talk ing about. 

M r. Albert D r i ed ger:  T hat is w h at we h ave,  M r. 
Chairman, that is the jet. 

Mr. Mandrake: Okay, wel l  I must have got mixed up 
here. I thought-okay, okay, that is great. 

Last year, M r. Chairperson, they sold a Cessna. Was 
it replaced,  and what price did they receive for it? 

Mr. Albert Driedger: M r. Chairman, we did not sel l 
our Cessna last year. 

W hat happened last year, we sold three Beavers and 
we traded one of the three for an Otter. 

Mr. Mandrake: I wil l get off that subject. When it comes 
to airplanes, being an ex-army person,  I do not know 
which one is a Cessna and which one is an Otter or 
anything. Please excuse my ignorance.- ( interjection)
no, I am a paratrooper. T hat is a l ittle bit different. 

During the forest fires, Mr. Chairperson, I was in 
T hompson when I saw about four water bombers sitting 
on a tarmac until about one o'clock in  the afternoon , 
and probably rightly so, because the pi lots were fatigued 
and they put in too many hours. 

My question to the Minister is this: if we have another 
reoccurrence of a forest f ire of the magnitude which 
we had this year, why does he not approach the Minister 
of National Defence? We have an air force base situated 
right over here and it would g lad ly go and fly those 
water bombers. T hey are more than equipped to fly 
them. I am talking from personal experience. I have 
seen their capabil ities, and of course we would  not 
have to then probably go into the situation where we 
have the water bomber sitting on the tarmac. We can 
bring in  mi l itary pi lots, fly them, and the water bombers 
could be in use almost on a constant basis. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, let me first of al l  
advise the Member that if he saw four water bombers 
sitt ing on the tarmac, it would certainly in  my view, 
according to my knowledge, not be because the crews 
have run up enough hours. Our co-ordinator, M r. Vic 
Bantle, was co-ord inating the crews in such a way that 
that was not a problem necessarily. So if they were 
sitt ing on the tarmac, it was because the Department 
of Natural Resources commands the firefighting with 
the water bombers. 

My department just does the maintenance on t hem 
and has the crews going, and I must say I want to pay 
a special tribute to the pi lots of the water bombers in  
this last year. T hey are the gutsiest guys that I have 
ever seen, to fly under the conditions that they d id ,  
under  extreme stress. I w i l l  te l l  you something,  they 
did a fantastic job. Our co-ordinator made very sure 
that nobody was running-you know, they were clocked 
too long in terms of time or that the bombers were 
not operating. T here was a good rotation going on. 

T he Member is suggesting that we bring in pi lots 
from somewhere else that would be capable of flying 
the water bomber. I would have to suggest to him that 
is a very special ized field in terms of taking those big 
un its down there and fi l l ing them up. I think not just 
any pi lot just because he is a pi lot could qual ify to fly 
those th ings. I feel that the operation went very well. 
I want to compl iment once again the crew and co
ordinators of how the process went, and I would  be 
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rather  sens i t ive to hear cr i t ic ism about  h ow t h e  
operation proceeded. 

Mr. Mandrake: No way would I be insult ing the pi lots 
or anything like that. Al l  I am saying is the suggestion 
to the Min ister that in  the future if we do need to 
augment our present pi lots in any way, would he 
consider going to the air force and possibly getting 
some of their  most experienced pi lots to f ly those 
aircraft. 

Mr. Albert Driedger: Mr. Chairman, I felt that the 
process, especially under a hectic year l ike this, worked 
wel l. If  need be, I wi l l  check with my d irector of the 
crews and see whether he has any suggestions to make, 
and I wou l d  cert a i n l y  a d h ere to  some of h i s  
recommendations. 

* ( 1 700) 

Mr. Chairman: T he hour being five o'clock, it is t ime 
for the Private Members' Hour. Committee rise. 

* ( 1 430) 

SUPPLY-AGRICULTURE 

Mr. Chairman (Wil l iam C hornopyski) :  I ca l l  t h i s  
committee t o  order. W e  wi l l  b e  deal ing with item No. 
4. on page 1 1 ,  Agricultural Development and M arketing 
Division -the Honourable M r. Min ister. 

· 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): M r. 
Chairman, I would l i ke to make just a few introductory 
comments to the section. We have in front of me the 
Deputy M inister, M r. Lacomy, and Assistant Deputy 
M in ister, M r. Tom Pringle. 

M r. Chairman, this section deals with d ivision of 
program activities and the Animal Industry Branch, 
Veterinary Services Branch, Techn ical Services Training 
Branch, and Soils and Crops Branch, and the Marketing 
Branch. T he department is involved in  a number of 
specific strategies to enhance family farms and the 

a. agricu lture industry of the province, and they relate , around strategies i nvo lved w i th  h u m a n  resou rce 
m anagement , i nc lud ing  farm m anagemen t ,  home 
economics and 4-H ,  beef and sowing section, crop 
section, forage section,  soil conservation and water 
management section. 

Just a few highl ights of some of the things which 
have taken place which we can talk about through the 
course of the Estimates is  an improvement in  the mi lk  
recording programs to be establ ished i n  the M anitoba 
M i l k  Record i n g  C o m m ittee. We a re c l ose to 
implementation of  bonding and l icensing regulations 
for the red meat buyers. We have increased financial 
support for the veterinary districts in  p lace. We have 
signed the Canada-Manitoba Soil and Water Accord 
and the soils  agreement that goes with that accord. 
We have been involved extensively in consultations on 
farm practices legislation, in  other words, r ight-to-farm 
legislation. We have increased the grants to the weed 
d istricts for two years in a row and we have given a 
substantial one-time grant to Manitoba honey producers 
total l ing roughly some $750,000.00. 
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T his past summer, a group of 1 5  very lucky Manitoba 
4-� members had an al l  expense paid tour to Japan, 
paid for by York Benimaru Corporation, and it was a 
fast whirlwind trip for those 1 5  Manitoba students and 
t h ey en joyed themselves i mmensely  as d i d  the 
opportunity we had to entertain some 26 Japanese 
youth who came to Manitoba shortly thereafter. 

We certainly recognize the market ing opportunities 
and programs that we need to have in place and I am 
mov ing  towards i m p roved m arket i n g  act iv i t ies ,  
particularly with the southeast Asia market of  which 
Japan is the major player. 

So with those few comments, Mr. Chairman, I invite 
q uestions from whomever. 

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): M r. Chairperson, I 
appreciate the comments from the Min ister. T here are 
a couple of issues that I would l i ke to deal with that 
tend to be relatively general, but I th ink with the fact 
that he has h is Deputy and Assistant Deputy with him,  
th is may be as appropriate a t ime as any to touch on 
them. 

One relates to the announcement that the M i nister 
made on the 29th of M ay regarding the appointment 
of an Agricultural Advisory Council. I would like the 
Min ister to indicate whether this council  has in  fact 
met, and whether there has been any recommendations 
or any comments coming from the council regarding 
the major issues that they have outl ined. The one that 
I am most concerned about is whether there have been 
any recommendations as to the province's stand on 
any changes to the Crow benefit. 

* ( 1 440) 

Mr. Findlay: In  answer to the Member's q uestion, I 
h ave gone over the  mem bers h i p  a n d  I t h i n k  t h e  
membership o f  that Advisory Council  i s  i n  that news 
release that he is looking at there. The q uestion was 
whether it has met. It has met many times, I guess I 
would have to say five or six t imes thereabouts. T he 
Deputy Minister sits on that committee for me, and 
they have engaged a consultant, Deloitte H askins and 
Sells, to develop information to put us in a posit ion to 
answer that question or develop a M anitoba posit ion 
for that question of whether we should ,  or what nature 
we would promote changes in  any method of payment 
of the Crow benefit. 

T he com mittee has com missioned four d i fferent 
studies, if I am not m istaken, and they are close to 
having the i nformation al l  brought forward. I can assure 
the Member that the question they are looking at i s  
extremely complex in  terms of  the  "what ifs" or "what 
happens here, if something happens there" sort of 
situation. I think the committee is impressed with the 
complexity and the nature of the i mpacts that any 
decision, the change of any nature, wi l l  have on the 
total agricultural industry and the economy in the 
Province of Manitoba. At the same t ime, when there 
is a challenging q uestion that h as to be addressed, 
there are many opportunit ies that may wel l  be opened 
up by those kinds of changes. 

So they are not in a position to report yet, they h ave 
not reported to me yet. I would anticipate that they 
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wil l  be ready to report at some time before Christmas. 
If I was to project what might h appen, I can see us 
going to the public in some fashion not too far down 
the road . I can assure the Member that we have not 
had the q uestion put to us by any other jurisdiction ,  
part icu lar ly  the  federal  j u risdictio n ,  as t o  w h at 
parameters of change they are prepared to discuss. 
T hey have indicated in a general sense, verbal ly, that 
they are going to look at it or they are looking at it 
but with no specific directives. We do not even know 
what questions we are going to respond to; it is their 
Act. 

We may see something that, as a province, we would 
want to see done through the course of the study and 
the analysis is being done by the advisory committee. 
We are just part way through the process- I  guess I 
should not say "we"-they are part way through the 
process. As soon as the process is completed, it wil l  
be imperative that they get  out  and ta lk  to various 
groups and the public at large so that everybody 
understands what it is we are proposing and how we 
wil l  respond as a province relative to whatever questions 
are asked. 

M r. Laurie Evans: Wel l ,  t h e  M inister 's  response 
concerns me. It concerns me in the same view that I 
mentioned to him earlier, and that is, we have obviously 
the jurisdictional problem in the sense that agriculture 
is provincial but it is also a major federal department. 
M r. Mazankowski already has in p lace what I assume 
wil l  result in a W hite Paper perhaps within the next 
month or two, if I understand the papers correctly, that 
he is going to have something as early as October. 

Now, t h is is a l l  sometimes referred to as 
Mazankowski's "freedom to grow" policy. I guess what 
I infer from the Minister's  comment is that once again 
Manitoba is going to react rather than pro-act . It  would 
seem to me that there is enough information already 
as to what Mr. Mazankowski is looking at, that M anitoba 
should take the initiative and make sure that its voice 
is heard , not waiting to be asked to be heard, because 
we have as a trademark of the federal Conservative 
Government, a failu re to consult.  

I n  other words, everything that federal Government 
d oes, is done, and then we know about it afterwards 
and we have to react to it. Certainly this Crow benefit 
is one of the major things that M azankowski has 
identified in his freedom to grow. I think it is time that 
M anito b a  p u t  t heir viewpoint  on t h e  record wit h 
M azankowski rather than waiting for him to ask for it 
because the necessity is to be pro-active rather than 
reactive with this current federal Government. We are 
getting sucked in every time by them -(interjection)
Just drop the rent and go find out. 

Mr. Findlay: What was that headline in the Brandon 
Sun that we saw? 

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh !  

Mr. Findlay: M r. Chairman, I guess I am just a little 
disappointed in that response because the old adage 
applies, "a little bit of information is awful dangerous."  

I say that with some emotion because, as I already told 
the Member, the situation is extremely complex and 
at least we have identified that much. We are not going 
to come out with some knee-jerk reaction on a political 
response to a very important economic question for 
the future of the Province of Manitoba. When we do 
come out, we wil l  be in position with facts and figures 
we can defend our position and sel l our case. 

If  you ask why that was not prepared before now, 
I wil l  say, I have only been in this office for 16 months 
and it is not an easy issue. I wil l  tel l you, if you want 
to blow the issue out of proportion and destroy our 
opportunity to develop initiatives, carry on with what 
you are doing. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: M r. Chairman , I wil l  just remind the 
Minister that Alberta and Saskatchewan have already 
put forward their stand on this issue. Once again,  they 
are going to be the ones who are going to lead this 
and they are going to lead M anitoba into it if we are 
not very carefu l .  So I am just suggesting to the Minister 
that probably, one is going to have to react a little 
faster than has been norm here in M anitoba. 

I appreciate the fact that the Minister has only been 
in his position for 16 or 15 months, whatever it happens 
to be, but I think that the speed at which Mazankowski 
tends to move on occasion is such that we could be 
left in his wake if we are not careful .  I do not think the 
plan that Alberta has particularly is one that would be 
appropriate for Manitoba, and so that is al l  I am 
suggesting. 

T he Minister, M r. Chairman, has also mentioned the 
fact that there is, in al l  likelihood , going to be a 
discussion paper regarding the right to farm legislation, 
and this is another one that I would wonder just what 
stage it is at. A discussion paper, I would assume, would 
be an opportunity for various groups within the province 
to have some input into it . What is the time frame that 
the Minister is looking at as far as this discussion paper 
is concerned? 

Mr. Findlay: T he department staff have been trying 
to develop something that meets the need in this 
particular area and they have put together some basic 
principles and been to the U M M ,  to the CAP, and they 
are back again relooking at it . T hey are going back to 
those two organizations again. We expect, after this 
second go around with them, that we wil l  be in a position 
to put together a W hite Paper, or a d iscussion paper 
for broader discussion through the rural and urban 
c o m m unities of M anit o b a .  So it is a p rocess of 
development with CAP and U M M  so that we can try 
to put in place something that does not go beyond the 
bounds of what we can do regarding present legislation, 
T he Environment Act, T he Health Act, to name a couple, 
but sti l l  try to meet the need of the farm community 
and the rural municipalities in all of Manitoba. 

So, the process has been ongoing in the development 
stage step by step and wil l  be in a discussion paper, 
I would hope, in and around about Christmastime and, 
hopefu l ly, before. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: Is it safe to infer from that then, 
Mr. Minister, that legislation to that effect wil l  not be 
brought to this House in this Session?  
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In the same vein , going back to some of the news 
services that  were provi d e d ,  the  Minister  has 
established a task force to uncover decentralization 
options. I am wondering whether the Minister can 
comment on the time frame that he is looking at in 
terms of that and perhaps enlighten us as to what he 
is rea l ly  looking at, as far as the  m agni tude of 
decentralization within the Department of Agriculture 
might be. 

Mr. Findlay: Yes, it has been a commitment of this 
Government  t h at we wil l ,  as m u c h  as possi b l e ,  
decentralize Government jobs into rural Manitoba where 
a lot of the services are delivered and, particularly, our 
department where a lot of services are delivered. I think, 
if I am not mistaken,  the percentage distribution 
between urban and rural for jobs in our department 
is 51 percent outside the Perimeter and 49 percent 
inside, so it is pretty much 50-50. I think there is a 
justifiable case to say that we should be able to have 
more of those jobs located outside the city where the 
service is actually delivered and where the presence 
of jobs and people in communities is a very important 
asset to regional development, regional stabilization in 
rural M anitoba. 

The department has been looking at various ways 
and means of meeting that objective, putting options 
forward and discussing t h e m ,  and  t here is  a 
Government  com mittee t h at is looking  at a l l  
departments. Those proposals are being analyzed, lots 
of community interest, most naturally in having jobs 
located in their areas, lots of submissions, high level 
of interest. W hen some proposals are ready for public 
discussion or information,  it will come forward at that 
time, but right now the only thing that we have done 
in the department is located the 10 jobs of the tripartite 
unit in Portage. That was really the first specific location, 
but there were new jobs in a new unit and any movement 
of exist ing u ni ts ,  any fur ther  information wi l l be 
forthcoming not too far down the road. 

• ( 1 450) 

Mr. Bill Uruski (Interlake): M r. Chairman, I would hope 
that the Minister is considering further attem pts to 
decentralize, although recognizing that it is not always 
easy in terms of existing opportunities to deal with that 
q uestion. My hope is that any discussions that are going 
on about decentralization are basical ly put on the table 
ahead of time with staff where the considerations are 
there. Although that may increase some anxiety in terms 
of transfers and job opportunities, nevertheless it is 
better to put your cards on the table, at least what 
you are thinking, ahead of time and lessen that impact . 

I know that there are discussions going on with MACC 
about moving the entire corporation out of the City of 
Winnipeg , and I think those kinds of moves, lock, stock 
and barrel ,  are probably easier to make than trying to 
piecemeal one's technical services which are tied to 
the university and other specialty areas inside of 
Win nipeg . That makes it m u c h  h a r d e r. H owever, 
nevertheless, regardless of the type of moves that can 
be accommodated , advance n otice and  ample  
discussion should take place. 

I want to indicate that any move to decentralize 
services, especially in a province like Manitoba where 
more than half of our population is right within the 
Perimeter, is welcome. T here is certainly enough of, 
what I would call a jaundiced attitude, by rural residents 
of Government having perimeter vision ,  and having 
everything centralized in a large urban setting that any 
moves that can be accommodated wil l  be viewed 
positively. 

Although I must admit that there is always fierce 
competition between rural small communities for even 
one position that may be moved from one community 
to another in a case of efficiency. I remember the 
Minnedosa situation so vividly with crop insurance and 
the like, and so I certainly recognize even the movement 
that goes on outside of the city is very sensitive to 
rural communities. 

M r. Chairman , I wanted to ask the Minister in terms 
of p rogramming,  he indicated that there has been an 
increase. I guess we are going through the entire section 
without going through to everyone particularly. There 
was an increase in support to veterinary districts. Can 
the Minister outline the nature of that support and what 
it, in fact, entails, and how is it to be applied? 

Mr. Findlay: The level of support previously for the 
vet testing was $ 1 0,000 basic grant plus $5,000 for 
second vet, plus $2,500 which made $ 1 7, 500.00. What 
we h ave now is $ 1 5,000 basic, plus $5,000 for second 
vet, making a total of $20,000 of support, as opposed 
to $ 1 7  , 500 total before, so it is really an increase of 
$2,500 and that is maximized on the second vet. 

Mr. Uruski: Perhaps, M r. Chairman , and I do not know 
if the Minister is going to be calling some of the staff 
that is specific to there, then I will hold my questions 
on the Vet Services and the Animal Industry Branch 
or are you not bringing other staff in, just the two of 
you? 

With respect to the Animal Industry Branch, I asked 
t h e  Minister what has transpired in terms of the 
recording system that there were discussions with the 
federal Government. There is milk recording and there 
is also the ROP work and those areas. What has 
transpired in this last year? Has everything been swung 
over now to the associations? What has happened in 
those areas? 

Mr. Findlay: Beef, sheep and swine ROP is handled 
now under the Manitoba Livestock Performance Testing 
Board. They receive a federal grant plus whatever fees 
they collect, and we supply them with office space and 
supplies, so it is off and running. We are just playing 
our traditional extension role with regard to staff. I 
presume they would hire their own . They have their 
own staff to carry out their functions. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: Wel l ,  we seem to be moving around 
a little bit within this particular category, which is quite 
all right with me, M r. Chairman. 

I believe the Minister is in receipt of a letter from 
t h e  veterinary students  at t h e  U n iversity of 
Saskatchewan expressing some concern I believe in 

1322 



Tuesday, September 26, 1989 

two areas. One was that there appears to be some 
lack of competitiveness as far as the summer jobs are 
concerned in M an itoba wi th  the resu l t  t h at some 
M anitoba students are in  fact f ind ing it to their  benefit 
to actually take summer employment. T he letter goes 
on,  as I recal l ,  to state that there is some concern that 
was expressed by the students that the job situation 
i n  Manitoba was again apparently not competitive with 
those in  the other two provinces. Can the Min ister 
confirm that he has in fact received that letter or is it 
something that came to the Opposition? I th ink it was 
addressed to the Honourable M inister, if I am not 
m istaken. 

Mr. Findlay: M r. Chairman, I am not aware of that 
letter and the staff do not recall receiving that letter 
u nless it has come recently or it is in  the p rocess 
somewhere. I am surprised that kind of comment would 
come forward because real ly th is year the Veterinary 
Services Branch is very pleased with the k ind of 
response we have had in  terms of vets coming back, 
particularly the large animal practice. We have had 19 
new registrants as vets in  the Province of Manitoba, 
and 14 out of those 19 are entering farm animal practice. 
We do not have any position that is open right now. 
A l l  the vet positions are fi l led . It  is almost the best 
position they have been in  for some time. We h ave had 
no reduction in  the number of summer students. T he 
support to the students going to Saskatoon has been 
the same as it has been. We are real ly pleased at the 
number coming back, particularly in  the farm animal 
practice. 

T he feeling of the staff in  Veterinary Services is that 
our programs have worked well and worked better than 
the programs in Saskatchewan and Alberta in  terms 
of getting veterinarians into the rural d istricts. What 
you have just indicated is total ly contrary to what we 
understand to be the situation . If you have a copy and 
we do not have it ,  could  you get us a copy and we 
could respond to them, so everybody knows what the 
facts are? 

Mr. Laurie Evans: We will certainly get a copy of the 
letter for the M inister. I th ink the M i nister is right. T here 
did not seem to be a lot of d issatisfaction with the way 
the province was deal ing with the support for the 
students or the placement. I n  fact, as I recall the letter, 
they were very thankful to- Dr. Meek is it?- who was 
responsible for the student placement in  the summer 
that they did indicate and as I recall it was signed by 
al l  those students who were M anitobans. I will make 
sure that the Min ister gets a copy of that letter. I do 
not have it with me this afternoon. 

Wh i le we are jumping al l  over here and we are on 
the Animal  Industry Branch, I wonder whether the 
M i nister could comment on just what has taken place 
in  terms of recommendations coming from the Red 
Meat Forum that was formed by the Min ister some t ime 
ago and d ated the IOth of M ay as  far  as t h e  
announcement is concerned . H a s  that forum reported 
to him and made any specific recommendations that 
he can set before us today? 

Mr. Findlay: T hey have met two or three t imes, at 
min imum, maybe more than that, but they have not 

reported specifically to me yet. T hey have looked at 
their need to understand where they are competitive 
and what ways they maybe are not competitive. T hey 
have put an appl ication in to W DO to be funded to do 
a study on overal l  competitiveness in  the red meat 
industry, in  terms of right through production and 
slaughter and processing. I understand the proposal 
is qu ite good and it stands a good chance of being 
funded. T hey wi l l  be able to get some work done to 
work together to see if they can strengthen their 
opportunities in  the overal l  industry. 

So what is going on there seems to be good. T here 
is representation from sheep, hogs, beef, from al l  the 
major packers. I understand it is a good discussion 
forum to bring the different sides together, instead of 
one accusing the other of not doing their job and I 
th ink they have an opportunity to look at opportunit ies. 
I hope that those discussions actually lead to a better 
attitude and a more col lective approach to, I say, taking 
the opportunities that exist and maximizing them. 

* ( 1 500) 

I th ink ,  particularly niche markets are some areas 
that when identified can be a way in  which we can be 
competitive in that meat industry. It is tough to compete 
with a large mult inational l ike Carg i l l  who have certain 
efficiencies of size but they cannot meet the niche 
markets. T hey are just a large mass slaughter and 
production system.  T he niche market thing, if we can 
identify the right ones and where there are economic 
o p portu n i t ies ,  m aybe d i rect ex ist i n g  p l ants  a n d  
processors, or show opportunities for new ones t o  get 
into, it will be successful in that respect . 

Mr. Laurie Evans: Can the Min ister ind icate the status 
of the development of the Japanese firm, I guess 
Minebea is it, that is setting up the breeding farms in  
M anitoba, just how far they have progressed? 

Mr. Findlay: T he M inebea, or Northern Manitoba 
B reeders t hey are c a l l e d ,  are in the p rocess of 
construction at their site. We expect that they wi l l  have 
an opening sometime later this fal l .  

An Honourable Member: T he rafters are u p .  

Mr. Findlay: T he rafters are up,  that i s  how current 
the information is. As far as I know they are using 
M a n i t o b a  e q u i p ment ,  t h ey are u s i n g  M an it o b a  
personnel t o  do t h e  construction,  a n d  they w i l l  be 
putting Manitoba breeding stock into the operation. 
My understanding is it wi l l  be about a 600 sow unit 
when it is up and running, and where they go with 
future plans beyond that first unit is in their hands. 
I nitial ind ications were that they would have up to five 
of those locations with the idea of producing breeding 
stock which they would export back into southeast Asia. 

I can assure the Member that their presence here 
has stimulated a tremendous interest from that part 
of the world in  swine breeding stock in  this province. 
T here has been numerous delegations come through 
here, in  fact, one of the companies that is in the business 
of trying to sell swine and breeding stock say that there 

1323 



Tuesday, Septem ber 26, 1989 

is really none to be had in rural Manitoba right now. 
T here has been so many delegations through and they 
are buying swine breeding stock. I mean , our good 
quality stock is the same now as it was a year ago but, 
suddenly, their presence here has created a higher level 
of in terest a n d  somebody th inks  t h at t hey k n ow 
something that they do not know. I think the attitude 
in the swine breeding industry is extremely positive 
right  now. 

I guess I could also comment a little further in that 
respect that the Swine Breeders Association has come 
to us  and asked for a herd health program. I have 
instructed the staff to work out a herd health program, 
in consultation with them, that would give them some 
degree of certificate that would help them when selling 
beyond our borders, in particular. I understand that a 
program has been put together with three levels of 
health standard in it. It is probably going to meet the 
need of the swine breeders and help them do what 
they have to do in terms of guaranteeing certain health 
factors with regard to the stock that they are exporting ,  

� or selling outside the province. I think it wil l  also help 
' them in selling their stock inside the province because 

fairly large commercial operators, many of them have 
been buying their basic breeding stock from outside 
the province for exactly that reason. 

We hope that an overall attitudinal development plus 
herd health program and whatnot wil l  stimulate the 
swine breeding industry in this province substantial ly. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: I am pleased to hear the progress 
that is being made. Can the Minister indicate whether 
the company is stil l  p lanning to go, as I understand it, 
a step further at a later date which may even go to 
the point of a slaughtering and processing facility in 
due course if everything else moves wel l .  I think that 
was the original suggestion that was made by them. 

Mr. Findlay: I can tell them that when we were in Japan 
and we met with the chairman of the board, he indicated 
that was a potential further degree of activity on their 
behalf in this province. T hey are exploring it and to 
the best of my knowledge they are still exploring it. • T hey will make their decision because it is their money. 
T hat is the one thing I wil l  say about northern Manitoba 
breeders, they came here, they selected us for reasons, 
whatever reasons they used to make the decision, they 
did not use one public dol lar, other than expertise in 
the department which is available to everybody. I give 
them high marks for coming in under that situation,  
and never requested any public dollars, never requested 
any. 

T hey are here doing the right thing for all the right 
reasons and if they move further into slaughter or 
processing it wil l  be a decision they wil l make with the 
same parameters. We are not speeding them up,  or if 
they want to make a decision ,  they want to move in 
that direction,  they wil l .  

As  the  Member may or may not  know, the chairman 
of the board passed away about a month after we got 
back, I think approximately in April or May, so it 
probably has created some delay with the change of 
personnel at the leadership position. We await whatever 

decisions they wil l  make but we wil l  continue to work 
with Dr. Nagamitso here in M anitoba to see if we can 
stimulate further investments that are positive to our 
province. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: I guess it is safe to infer, Mr. 
Chairperson, that they have not looked at or made any 
proposals regarding the Neepawa plant. 

Mr. Findlay: I think it is safe to say that numerous 
people have looked at the Neepawa plant and put 
various kinds of proposals forward , some which were 
accepted and some which have not been accepted . I 
am not aware that they are an active participant at this 
time, but they had looked at it . 

Mr. Chairman: 4.(a)( 1 ) -pass; 4.(a)(2)-pass. 

4.(b)( 1 )  Salaries-the Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

* ( 1 5 1 0) 

Mr. Laurie Evans: I would just like to have the Minister 
comment on the level of activity at the feed lab out on 
the campus if my recol lection is correct, that there was 
some indication that it may not be operable. It was 
not being utilized to the ful l  capacity that it could be. 
Has that improved over the last 12 months? 

Mr. Findlay: In  general , looking back over the early'80s 
up to'85, roughly 20,000 to 25,000 analyses done per 
year. In '86-87 it went up to almost 30,000 and '87-88 
up to 5 1 ,000 and that is the last figure that we have 
here at this time, but our feeling is that the levels of 
activity have been around the 50,000 analyses per year. 
It has come up as far back as '87 and is staying up. 

A lot has to do with the analyses being done for the 
livestock feed security program. T here are quality 
analyses being done for the Livestock Feed Security 
Program. It is q uality analysis being done now in 
association with the monitoring .  T here is a lot of activity 
there, and I cannot segregate out how many are from 
that source as opposed to how many from farmers in 
genera l  in rura l  M anitoba .  We do not h ave any 
information here to indicate the n u m bers are off 
substantial ly. In  fact, they may wel l  be up, but they are 
up due to the Livestock Feed Security Program. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: I am inferring correctly then that 
when you say analyses, these are multi-analysis on a 
single sample because it indicates in here that they are 
getting about 7,000 samples, so I assume what you 
are referring to is protein and various other things being 
done on the same sample. 

Mr. Chairman: 4.(b)( 1 )- pass; 4.(b)(2)-pass. 

4.(c)( 1 ) -the Honourable Member for Interlake. 

Mr. Uruski: Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the 
Minister, getting back to the Veterinary Services Branch, 
in the changes in funding, whether consideration was 
given by the commission. I know there was considerable 
discussion on the question, in some districts, of mileage 
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and whether there was a way of trying to come up with 
some arrangements or form ulas to assist districts in 
dealing with the question of mileage. I think in fact 
there was considerable discussion in the Erickson area 
at one point in time. 

T here was difficulty in terms of municipalities who 
are being serviced. Every m unicipality would like to 
have the clinic, of course, in t heir home area. W hether 
that issue in terms of interest at the municipal level 
has waned somewhat or whether this assistance really 
in terms of additional assistance would have offset some 
of the considerations that were being discussed at that 
time, and secondly, whether al l  clinics now that are in 
place are in fact receiving the base level because not 
al l  clinics are two-vet practices, but the base level of 
$ 1 ,500.00. 

Mr. Findlay: Just to go back to my comments on the 
levels of funding, of course, as you well remember, it 
is a matching g rant and the local board has to match 
it. In  order to get the maximum even, if they do not 
match it , they do not get to the maximum. Some are 
below the maximum, but many are up there at the top. 

With regard to the transportation,  the issue is sti l l  
the same as it  always was. T his is set u p  to try to offset 
some of that cost of additional distance. T he Member 
may be aware that there are some municipalities trying 
to overcome that by setting u p  a satel lite operation. 
Municipalities are prepared to supply a building or 
whatever. I think Rossburn is one example. T hey have 
set up a satel lite, another one in southern Manitoba, 
to Deloraine. Deloraine is considering a satellite, but 
a m u nicipal ity o r  a n  i nterest g ro u p  d oes t h at in 
conjunction with an existing vet clinic where they can 
attract a vet to come and locate at that position for 
a day or two, a week, or half a day, every day, or 
something like that, some arrangement that they make. 

Our position has been that satellites are not to receive 
any additional funding; the funding goes to the basic 
c l in ic. If they are prepared to f u n d  some other  
arrangement, we are not  going to  interfere with it 
provided it meets a l l  the  standards of veterinary 
practice. It is in a growing stage. As to whether it 
succeeds or not and meeting the needs of the citizens 
in that satel lite community area remains to be seen. 
I think the vets that have been approached to do that 
have been fairly co-operative in trying to handle the 
producer concerns with distance and availability. 

Mr. Uruski: M r. Chairman, can the Minister indicate 
whether there are any new clinics being considered or 
that have been opened in the past year? I know the 
last one that was open. I do not believe any new ones 
have been but maybe I have missed some. T he last 
one was Fisher Branch that came on stream right about 
at the transition time. 

Mr. Findlay: Basical ly the answer is no, but Fisher 
Branch, yes. It has been in that district for some time, 
but just within the last year, year and a half, maybe 
two years,  t hey h ave att racted a vet. T hey h ave 
requested and we have funded the basic grant to them 
and they have matched the basic $ 1 5,000.00. In  terms 

of new, that is as new as there is. It is an old district 
and now it is up and running with the vet. 

As I said earlier, we are fairly pleased with the a bility 
to have vets servicing all the clinics in all the areas 
where vets are needed in rural Manitoba ·>t this time. 
I look forward to that letter that the Member from Fort 
Garry (Mr. Laurie Evans) has, and we wil l  see if we can 
c lear  u p - o bv ious ly  there h as to be a bit of a 
misunderstanding in some fashion, because the success 
rate is here. 

Mr. Uruski: M r. Chairman, has the Vet Services Branch 
system of accounting and inventory been computerized, 
and is it on stream and operating ful ly at this time? 

I note in the capital budget that there is an increase 
of approximately $600,000 in the capital. I am assum ing 
that is primarily all for both semen and drug purchases. 
Has the annual expansion of the budget in that area
have the sales matched t he expansion in the budget 
year over year, as there continues to be an annual 
increase? I believe that if the sales are there it should 
warrant it. 

It  is certainly an operation that is slowly coming to 
pay its own way, not total ly yet in terms of the cost of 
the buildings, but certain ly all other costs associated 
wit h  t h at operation are near self-sufficient. I am 
assuming that the department--and the Minister can 
confirm it-is on track in moving those operations to, 
at least the Vet Services Branch ,  a self-sustaining basis, 
not counting of course any interest costs that might 
be on the capital required for purchases. 

• ( 1 520) 

M r. F ind lay: Yes ,  the d ru g  centre is  complete ly 
computerized and the semen centre is not completely 
computerized at this time, but proceeding towards it. 
T he diagnostics lab is computerized to some extent, 
but they have fax facilities so that they can transmit 
information on samples to most clinics by fax now, 
most but not all. 

T he semen and drug centres are both on a cost
recovery basis. T he semen sales have more or less 
level led off but the drug centre total sales continue to 
rise to about $600,000 a year or something in that 
order. S o ,  yes,  t h ey are moving towards f u l l  
computerization a n d  certainly t h e  d iagnostic l a b ,  the 
facility of having the fax is a very rapid way to get 
information back so that the vet can help to use the 
information in a diagnostic sense in treating an animal. 
I think a vet who I talked to this summer is very pleased 
with the turnaround time that is available now and how 
it helps him. T his happens to be a young guy who is 
relatively new, and he leans very heavily on that service 
to help him treat animals where the cases are out of 
the norm. 

Mr. Chairman: Item 4.(c)( 1 )- pass; 4.(c)(2)- pass. 

Item 4.(d)( 1 )-the Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: I think this falls more under the
not u nder the Salaries. of the Soils and Crops Branch,  
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but the question I would h ave is relating particularly 
to the Dutch elm disease. Are al l  of the Dutch elm 
disease analyses in the province conducted by the Soils 
and Crops Branch , or does the city itself undertake 
some of this separately from the Soils and Crops Branch 
of the M DA? 

Mr. Findlay: T he program is really under Natural 
Resources and the City of Winnipeg, but the p lant 
pathology lab does the diagnostic work. 

M r. Uruski :  M r. C h ai rman ,  h as the department  
discontinued its weather forecasting service to rural 
farmers? 

M r. F ind lay :  T he answer is  no. I t  has  not been 
discontinued, but the pilot project that had been started 
some time ago really was not funded . It  was a pilot 
p roject and somebody was to fund it further on down 
t h e  road , and as t h e  M inister responsib le  for 
Telephones, I am on both sides of the issue. They were 
paying-they were not being reimbursed for the use 

• of their facilities. T his spring we did an analysis of where 

, the cal ls were coming from for the use of the service 
in Brandon, and it turned out that 85 percent to 90 
percent of the cal ls are coming out of the City of 
Brandon, not from rural areas outside of Brandon. So 
the question was raised , wel l ,  are farmers really using 
t he service if the majority of the calls are coming from 
city people? If that is the case, should Agriculture fund 
it? 

So we requested if there was anybody prepared to 
sponsor it. If the service was needed who would sponsor 
it, or would somebody co-sponsor it and save us some 
cost? It was Environmental Services, I guess, federally, 
have opted to pay for it .  So the service continues. It 
is strange that the majority of cal ls to that toll-free line 
are city calls. I think it is really the radio stations and 
the whatnot, the people who give the information out 
that found it was a very helpful service. It  was al l  
compiled in there, nice easy access. I guess in an 
indirect sense it was getting to the farm community, 
but now we have a sponsor that is paying for it , and 
the service continues. 

• I guess I would have to say in a general sense, in 
, terms of weather information,  I wish we had better 

weather information available to us in western Canada 
and Manitoba. I often wonder when I see the way 
weather is reported in the States, you know the kinds 
of maps they put forward,  and the predictions and the 
probabilities, that it seems so much more advanced 
than the kind of weather information we get here. 

I would just like to see improvements because the 
farm community depends heavily on our knowledge of 
the weather 12 and 24 hours ahead . M ajor decisions 
are made on that basis. I know I have talked with 
d ifferent farmers who have satel lite T V  systems, and 
they get their information that way. It is really American 
information that they think is better than what is 
available here. So we need to have some improvements, 
no question in that way. But the services, as was, are 
sti l l  there and funded by Environmental Services. 

Mr. Uruski: T he Minister commented on Brandon. Was 
the department involved at all in providing that type 
of service in the Dauphin area? 

Mr. Findlay: Yes, you know, I talked just about Brandon, 
but the tapes are available in the Dauphin, Brandon 
and Winnipeg areas the same as they were when the 
pilot project was set up-so the tapes are available in 
all three centres. 

M r. Uruski :  J ust let me u n d erst a n d  it. Then 
Environment Canada wil l  be continuing that service or 
those tapes wil l be available at all the centres in 
D a u p hi n - as far as t h e  department  k nows. T he 
departmental funding for that was discontinued -it 
ended . T he department finally ended the pilot. It went 
on for, I guess, a number of years. 

Could the Minister indicate what costs were involved 
in those pilots, and whether, in fact- because I have 
had a number of calls from the Dauphin area in which 
farmers from the Swan River Valley were calling Dauphin 
and the service this fall was no longer available. I wanted 
to tell the Minister where the concern came from, and 
I wanted to ascertain- because I recal l that we were 
involved in funding a number of years back-and 
whether that service, now that it has been taken up, 
whether it wil l  be in fact continued , as the Minister 
indicated , by Environment Canada? 

Mr. Findlay: It is our understanding that Environmental 
Services wil l  continue to make the tapes available as 
they were set up .  You made mention paying for a pilot 
project. As I indicated earlier, somebody was not paying 
along the way, so a decision had to be made, because 
the costs were being absorbed by MTS, so now they 
are being absorbed by Environmental Services and the 
department is not paying and MTS is getting their bil ls 
paid.  So everything is corrected now, and to the best 
of our knowledge the intention is that those tapes wil l  
continue to be made available. We wil l  fol low u p  to see 
that that is the case, or what their proposals are beyond 
this year end. 

* ( 1 530) 

Mr. Uruski: Mr. Chairman, I would ask the Minister to 
foll ow up on that matter and advise me so that I can 
advise some of the people who raised this matter with 
me as to what the prognosis for continued services 
are. 

I understand now, that basically, the idea was good. 
MT S,  in fact, got sucked into the process, and now 
they are saying, "hey, it is time that somebody covered 
the costs, and it should not be the carrier of the 
equipment that should bear the cost,"  and I certain ly 
do not disagree with their position .  However, clearly, 
I do not know the extent that that service was used , 
but I imagine the people who contacted me were regular 
users of that service, and they found that once those 
tapes were not available they were missing out on a 
valuable service. Clearly, this year, the Swan Valley is 
one of those areas. 

T he whole northwestern region , I am certain,  were 
sitting on pins and needles in terms of trying to see 
whether the harvesting was going to get going, or 
whether they were going to be turning grey, and 
scratching their head as to whether another day passes 
and the crop deteriorates. 
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Mr. Laurie Evans: It is a topic that I am reluctant to 
raise, but I wou ld  like the Minister to comment as to 
whether there is any further initiatives being taken by 
his department relative to the stubble burning problem 
that we were faced with this spring? 

Now the Minister for the Environment (Mr. Cummings) 
answered the questions a litt le while ago on this, but 
I think that here is another one of these cases where 
it is a joint jurisdiction. W hile I think we all agree with 
the Minister about the need for caution,  et cetera, there 
is no doubt that there were a few mornings here in 
this city this last month or so where it was a major 
problem, and I would certainly appreciate the Minister's 
comments on it . 

Mr. Findlay: T he issue is certainly- I knew it was going 
to come up and I would  like to comment on it, because 
I guess I am disappointed in the amount of burning 
that was done this year. T he problem did not exist in 
1 988 because there was not much crop. I guess we 
had hoped that maybe the educational process of trying 
to convince producers that it was not a good idea to 
burn,  there were good merits in working the stubble 
and the straw into the groun d ,  that we had achieved 
our objective, that there would be a vast reduction 
again this year. We put out p ress releases, myself and 
the department, giving some guidelines. I f  you do feel 
that it is a management practice you must use, burn 
in the daytime when it wil l  clear and there wil l  be less 
smoke, and it wil l  go up instead of possibly hitting an 
air inversion and staying close to the ground,  and 
consider wind direction and where the population of 
people are, even though the percentage of burning that 
occurred in certain municipalities around here where 
some monitoring was done did decrease this year. 

T he area where there was no decrease in burning 
was inside the City of Winnipeg itself. T he City of 
Winnipeg has a no-burning by-law. So the area where 
there is so-called regulation,  that is where the majority 
of the burning - I  say the majority-that is where the 
burning did not decrease. So my position is that I am 
not happy that people sti l l  burn.  I think when the crop 
was taken off in  ear ly  A u gust  t h e re was a m p le 
opportunity to work that stub ble and straw in without 
having problems the next seeding time. T he majority 
of burning that caused the smoke was not flax straw, 
because the flax crop was not off yet. I see the majority 
of the flax straw is getting baled. T hey have obviously 
sold it to the various flax straw processors. 

So we have taken a position in the department, and 
I have instructed the department that we are going to 
have to get much more aggressive in the educational 
process for this coming year- aggressive immediately, 
in terms of going one on one with the people that sti l l  
continue to burn. We can fin d  out who those people 
are t h r o u g h  the m u nici p a l ities o r  t h r o u g h  other  
producers, and t ry  to find a way to convince them to 
use that practice as little as  possible. We al l  know if 
the harvest is late September or the beginning of 
October there will be a problem working the straw in,  
but when the harvest is early August it is a different 
story. 

I hope that we can be successful in that respect. I 
cannot guarantee that we will ,  but the department is 

committed to trying to resolve the issue through more 
aggressive education, one on one, talking with the 
producers, trying to convince them that burning is not 
desirable for their land and certainly not desirable from 
the standpoint of the impact it has on citizens of the 
City of Winnipeg or the traffic hazard it can and may 
cause. 

So I want to maintain the right of producers to use 
that management practice and I want them to use it 
as litt le as possible and as responsibly as possible, 
and the department is doing it. I talked with one ag 
rep last week who has been out talking with producers. 
He has actually gone to other producers who have burnt 
and said , there is an example of a guy who did not 
burn,  look how he is working his stu bble in this fall . 
T hey are trying it right now one on one, trying to work 
the process through of education .  

In  the municipalities that the department looked at, 
they were looking at 30 percent and less of the stub ble 
fields burnt. Just as an example, the percent burned 
in Macdonald in '87 was 30 percent, this year 22 
percent; in Cartier, 14 percent in '87,  1 5  percent this 
year; Rosser, 34 percent in '87,  1 0  percent this year; 
City of Winnipeg, 22 percent in '87, 23 percent this 
year. T he closer you get to the city the worse the 
problem is in terms of sti l l  using the practice, and we 
all know what happened . It is just an inconvenience to 
the city people and a health hazard and a traffic hazard 
that we should make all efforts to try to avoid in the 
future. I do not want to see regulations because 
regulations are tough to enforce. T he City of Winnipeg 
has a non-burning by-law now and we sti l l  have the 
same level of burning in '89 as we did in '89. 

T hat is my approach.  I hope that we can be more 
successful in that approach in the future, but education 
is the one we want to use and our staff wil l  go one on 
one. We wil l  work with farm organizations or rural 
councils to help get our message across and use 
examples and help them in any economic respect to 
make a decision not to burn. I can tell you the rest of 
rural Manitoba, I cannot speak for the Interlake, but 
in the area that I come from burning is almost non
existent.  Over the last 1 0  years, it has just gone from 
50 percent of the fields down to 5 percent of the fields 
very q uickly. People are working it in and reducing soil 
erosion,  and they are finding that it works quite well . 
T he tilth of the soil obviously improves in that process. 
If  we could just get that message across in the rural 
area, around Winnipeg , we al l  would be a lot better 
off. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: Am I correct then from the comments 
that the Minister has made that those who were burning 
wit hin  the City of Win n i peg essentia l ly  then  are 
contravening the city laws because this is a litt le 
surprising because the mayor was one of those who 
was more vocal than most anybody else about the 
implications? Do I infer from that that he did not have 
the courage of his own conviction to do something 
about it when it was occurring under his jurisdiction? 

Mr. Findlay: I cannot honestly answer that. I do not 
know the regulations within the city, whether it applies 
to farm land or not, but I am just saying that there is 
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a controlled area that should have worked . If he is 
objecting ,  then he maybe should look at his by-law 
and look at how he might want to change it, but we, 
as an agricultural community, believe the management 
practice we need to work to maintain the privilege to 
use it . We recognize that privilege will be taken away 
from us if we do not get our act together with regard 
to judicious use of that practice. i cannot comment 
any further on the city other than I do know they have 
an anti-burning by-law, but whether it actually applies 
to farm fields in the city boundary I do not know the 
answer to it. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: I have a question on this same topic. 
Does the Minister, through his staff, have any figures 
or information as to the rationale that farmers are using? 
Now, I think there are two things: that obviously we 
do not disagree on the concept of it being a relatively 
poor farming practice, but I assume that there must 
be some of the farmers that are continually burning 
that feel they cannot afford to do otherwise. 

� If it is a case of a cost issue that they are faced with ,  
' then one can appreciate that and there might even be 

something that could be done to assist them in shifting 
or changing their farming practices. But if they feel it 
is a good farming practice, then you sti l l  have a major 
education problem before you. So the simple question 
is: are most of the farmers who are burning regarding 
it as an economic requirement because it is a lot easier 
to burn than it is to incorporate in terms of the cost? 

Mr. Findlay: By and large, I do not think it is a cost 
factor. T hey are not burning for economic reasons, other 
than maybe flax straw- if they cannot bale it and sell 
it , that might be the best example I can think of where 
it might be. T hat is economically the best practice to 
get rid of that straw because it does not degrade, as 
you wel l  know. T hat is the reason why they have to 
burn that straw. 

In  terms of cereal straw, the figures I gave you show 
that 70-80 percent of the farmers do not burn,  and 
they obviously are working the straw and the stubble 
in ,  and are reasonably successful at it because the 

� number of burning is declining each year. M r. Pringle 
has just indicated that some leading farmers are saying 
that this is the first year that they have not burned and 
they do not intend to burn again .  Maybe we are gaining 
a little ground,  if the leading farmers wil l  stop burning 
and stand u p  and say they are not and say the reasons 
why they are not. 

Some of the fie l d s  I saw burn in g ,  where t hey 
combined , they chopped the straw but they turned the 
fins the opposite way so the chopped straw was in a 
nice neat little row, and they burnt at night so they 
burnt only a width of about this wide. Al l  the rest of 
the stu bble was there and they worked that in. T he 
amount that they burnt was probably a third of the 
total volume of straw on that field, and they found that 
they could work the rest in q uite nicely. Now I hope 
that they would look at turning the fins the right way, 
spread it out and work it al l in ,  and that is the process 
of education and a bit of arm-twisting that we can 
hopeful ly be successfu l  at , but leading farmers have 
reduced burning. More of them are reducing burning. 
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We have enough educational information to indicate 
the merits of not burning, so I hope to be successful 
in that .  

* ( 1 540) 

I hope the staff could be successful in that process, 
and I guess when the process started this fal l with 
some burning and the smoke was coming in, I quess 
I wonder-on the fourth and fifth night  of potential 
problems-why they did not stop it or consider wind 
direction when they were doing it. 

It is a bit frustrating .  It is very frustrating because 
the educational information would indicate, spread the 
straw and work it in, we have all done it, we have al l  
learnt it. Ten years ago I would say, a 50-bushel acre 
wheat crop, you have to burn the straw. I changed 
many years ago and never had a single problem since. 
I have had neighbours learn the same thing, so we have 
a l l  come around, we just have to continue to work on 
the process. 

M r. Uruski: I am pleased that we are having some 
discussion on this issue here because I think there is 
a genera l  consensus by t h e  special ists or the 
agriculturalists, and most farmers that the practice of 
b urning is a bad practice. Clearly, it is not the right 
thing to do and the majority of farmers have recognized 
that. 

T he department does put out, I think, very good 
information. In fact, this year the benefits of straw in 
terms of nitrogen fertilizer, the equivalent of an average 
straw crop, I think the article was 25 pounds of nitrogen 
per acre. T hat is the value of straw. 

(Mr. Mark Minenko, Acting Chairman, in the Chair) 

I think there is a practice that is deeper than just 
t radition. Here is the difficulty, and I think that we, as 
politicians, have pretty wel l come to the end of the line 
about making decisions on this issue. We have tried 
to take the high road and say education is the way 
that we wil l  educate. T he more that we have talked 
about-and I listened to some of the by-lines and there 
are a few attitudes that are expressed of those who 
burn,  and the attitude that comes through to me of 
those who burn, and I am sure it is not total but at 
least of some of those who burn, is that this is my land 
and I will do as I deem fit. 

It  is a terrible attitude in terms of, real ly, as one 
relates to the rest of his community because as the 
story goes, the land does not belong to any of us. We 
are but temporary custodians of God's gift and the 
only piece of land that most of us will ever have is that 
three by six that we wil l  al l  end up in ,  or some of us 
may be scattered over the rest of  the soil -(interjection)
wel l ,  we are all headed there, M r. Acting Chairman. I 
think for the health hazard , the Minister, I am sure, has 
received letters. Some of us have received letters from 
residents primarily in the Winnipeg area because I think 
the Minister is correct, in most regions of the Province 
that practice has almost, wel l ,  not totally, but almost 
tota l ly  been eliminated with the exception of  the 
Winnipeg area. 

I ask the Minister of the Environment (Mr. Cummings) 
if in fact the City of Winnipeg has a by-law that the 
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Minister of Environment should be demanding of the 
city administrators to enforce their by-laws within the 
City of Winnipeg? 

M r. Acting Chairman, we have tried the high road 
now for decades and although some of the statistics 
are encouraging, some of those statistics show very 
little movement in terms of farm practices. Now if we 
are al l  agreed that the practice is bad, that there are 
benefits for maintaining the straw-the real issue in 
this whole question I think more than the straw, and 
many farmers wil l  admit it , is the chaff. That is essential ly 
the costly port ion of  incorpo ration and l ac k  of  
deterioration i n  terms o f - w h at is  the word ? 
decomposition ,  that is where the costs really come in .  

The leaving of the weeds back on the field ,  that maybe 
we should be putting out at least more literature and 
advice, a l t h o u g h  I know t h e  M i n ister a n d  I h ave 
discussed this whole q uestion of the collection of chaff 
as a good feed for cattle. It may be an approach that 
we may want to try and do some of the experimenting .  
I t  may b e  worthwhile t o  set u p  an agri-food project 
and say let us try some of this equipment that is not 
very expensive, maybe $5,000 or $6,000.00. There might 
be an effort to put $ 1 0 ,000 into an experiment around 
here in some of  those that b urned . Let us see whether 
the collection of that residue wil l  entice farmers to 
spread the straw, get the benefit of the increased 
nitrogen, and lessen the debris of the chaff onto the 
fields. 

T h at m ay be an a p p roach  t h at we s h o u l d  be 
considering ,  but clearly, M r. Acting Chairman,  t he 
Minister of Natural Resources (Mr. Enns) is pointing 
the finger at the Civil Service. The Civil Service general ly 
does as the wil l  of their master dictates. We just have 
not had the wil l .  We just have not had the wil l  and the 
wil l  has not been here. 

Now let us get that back straightened up and get 
the metal into the back. Let us get the wil l ,  because 
u ltimately there will be a lawsuit, there will be a death .  
There wil l  be a death surely of  either some youngster 
or some old person in the City of Winnipeg, in the 
neigh bouring area, or an additional serious car accident 
as we had in eastern Manitoba with the peat burning, 
and then al l  hel l  wil l  break loose. Then we will al l  be 
scramb ling to deal with this poor farming practice, a 
degrading farming practice in terms of the future of 
our soils, which we all agree. Let there be a commitment 
from al l  politicians in this House to say, M r. Minister, 
use your direct approach for one more year, but then 
let us get on with the business and deal with the question 
that it is not only a poor practice, but clearly a health 
hazard for the citizens of this province. 

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Acting Chairman, a new voice. I thank 
the Member for his comments. I think we are al l  on 
track. Yes, I was hoping he would not say "immediately. "  
He says one more year. W e  would like the opportunity 
to be able to use the educational route, the voluntary 
approach , for one more year. I wil l  admit that if we 
cannot be successful ,  d uty calls in terms of our having 
to look at ways and means to make the right decision 
in terms of use of residue and working it into the soi l .  

Just a kind of experience that I have had personal ly, 
I have seen different manufacturers develop spread 

wings for the choppers on the combines, and you can 
spread that straw over 20 feet. The old combines spread 
it over six feet, eight feet, but now we can spread it 
way out over 20 feet, chop it up nice and fine and work 
it in . In one or two rains decomposition takes care of 
it. I do not care what soil type you are on,  that wil l  
work. 

We are al l  committed that in  one more year we wil l 
aggressively pursue it through the department and one
on-one, using municipalities also to assist us. Maybe 
some municipalities wil l  be prepared to be a little 
stronger and maybe they wil l  look at some by-laws 
themselves, but try to deal with it at that level for one 
more year and see if we can be successful .  If we can 
show success that we can reduce it by half in another 
year, I would hope that would indicate that we are 
working in the right direction . 

* ( 1 550) 

I guess I would say, heaven forbid that we should 
get a wet fall next year and a crop that comes off late 
and there wil l  be immense pressure to burn.  We need 
ear ly  harvest every year so t h at the  p rocess of 
incorporation can work successful ly. 

Mr. Uruski: M r. Acting Chairman, I hope that the 
Minister is correct that there is actual process. I would 
consider nothing less than a one-third reduction as a 
minimum red uction to some success in terms of 
continuing on in the process of education.  If we do not 
achieve that, I believe that we should act because I 
believe that as a province, should a death occur, as a 
people we are culpable in that death because clearly 
we have to admit that the education process that we 
have talked about over the last number of decades 
has not worked; and that surely any reasonable person 
and a court of law, I venture to say, that it could be 
argued in a court of law that after having this length 
of time, and yet the practice was not discontinued, that 
the province in fact could be held as an accomplice 
in any case of negligence and death due to an accident, 
a death due to smoke inhalation. 

I do not know what the court precedence would be, 
but I venture to say that some family wil l  find a legal 
counsel who would be prepared to argue that case, 
and it wil l  be a case that wil l  not certainly show any 
responsibility or show us as a responsible body in this 
Legislature. 

(Mr. Chairman in the Chair) 

Mr. Findlay: I would just say that I hope the educational 
process works because the regulation process I do not 
think wil l  ever work. The enforcement wil l  be difficu lt .  
How you prove who threw the match in the middle of 
the night? How do you regulate and enforce? We could 
end u p  with a lot more burning just by people wanting 
to prove that we cannot enforce. 

I think the only effective, real workable solution is 
education, so that people voluntarily decide that it is 
not a good practice, or I am afraid of causing those 
sorts of things to happen, that they do not light that 
match; that if we create a challenge situation out t here 
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where say, wel l ,  catch me if you can, we wil l  be in a 
difficult position .  You know how difficu lt it is to prove 
something unless you have a witness to the fact that 
the guy actually did throw the match.  We all know he 
did but you can not prove it . - (interjection)- Yes, but 
anyway, let us work on the eduational route because 
in the long run I think it is the only one that wil l  work. 
Enforcement may sound good in theory in here, but I 
do not think it is practical out there. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: T he Honourable Member brings a 
lot of potential questions forward . My question though 
is a little even more specific than that, M r. Chairman , 
and that is regarding the utilization of the soil testing 
laboratory. I think the Minister wil l  recal l that there was 
some controversy a few years ago at least as to why 
such a high proportion of the soil testing was being 
done out of province. Can the Minister give us any 
idea as to what the percentage is that is being done 
in-province versus outside labs? 

Mr. Findlay: M r. Chairman, we have some figures over 
the past five years to show you the level of use of the 
lab.  T he soil analysis starting in 1 984-85 of 20,500; '85-
86, 1 5,300; '86-87, 1 3,900; '87-88, 20,200; '88-89, 
26,000. Now, last year we put a person on the road 
to sel l  the service, to talk particularly to fertilizer dealers 
who basically take a lot of the samples or indicate to 
their clients where they should get their analysis done. 
So I guess we have achieved some level of success in 
terms of a 6,000 sample increase l ast year. We would 
think that person on the road has something to do with 
it. T he other thing is probably more samples were taken 
l ast year becau se of the  d ry condition s  a n d  the  
probability of  nitrogen levels being u p  there, so  farmers 
are more interested in knowing what their nitrogen 
phosphate, sulphur, or whatever levels were in the soil . 

Between those two factors there was an increase in 
use last year. We would hope that the increased use 
continues on into this year. I spoke to the Western 
Canadian Fertilizer Association at noon hour and, 
surprising ly, samples that they h ave taken initial ly this 
fall indicate nitrogen levels are higher than expected, 
even in the Red River Val ley here where the crop was 
so heavy. I asked them what lab do they use. He said , 
we use both and they both say the same thing, meaning 
in Manitoba and out of Manitoba. We do not have a 
figure on percent inside versus percent outside of 
Manitoba. 

Any dealers that I talked to at different p laces this 
past winter, and I kind of approached the topic of what 
is wrong with our lab that you do not use it. T hey did 
not have any good reason other than they said , wel l ,  
the American l a b  looks like they are maybe more up
to-date and this sort of thing. I said , wel l ,  are there 
any real ly different recommendations that come out of 
the two that  you cou ld  say one gives better 
recommendations than the other? T hey did not real ly 
have good excuses, so I hope that given a little bit of 
time, a little more direct work by the department with 
the  various  dealers ,  we can cont inue to see the 
utilization of  our  lab  increase. I do not  think there is 
anything wrong with their data technical ly. T here is a 
lot of backup research data that the university has done 
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over the years that substantiates the way the tests are 
done. 

I guess if there was any area that I have experienced 
with the lab is that they are so hung up on the two
foot depth sample, as opposed to other labs using a 
seven-inch depth sample. T hey are both giving the same 
recommendations, so the little more flexibility in that 
process might just bridge the gap between credibility 
and lack of it . 

We have had a Laboratory Operation Review process 
and we hope to have a final report in October, so we 
wil l  continue to look at trying to increase the utilization 
there. 

M r. Laurie Evans: Can the Minister indicate what is 
the financial relationship, if any, between the Manitoba 
Department of Agricu lture and the Pesticide Lab at the 
university? 

Mr. Findlay: As the Member knows, an $875,000 annual 
grant to the university, then the university makes the 
decision as to how that money is used . Now, if the 
university is earmarking some of that money specifically 
for the Pesticide Lab, that is a university decision.  We 
are not earmarking the money or requesting that it go 
to the lab or not go to the lab. So the money goes as 
a block and the university makes decisions on how it 
is distributed between its departments or to, or not to, 
that lab. I do not know what the figure is that the 
university does contribute to that lab or how it is funded. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: Is there then any facility in Manitoba 
that is u nder G overnment financing for pesticide 
analysis or residue analysis in soils, because this is 
becoming more and more of a concern among farmers? 
Just what is the carry-over of some of the pesticides, 
and how can those analyses be done and at what cost? 

* ( 1 600) 

Mr. Findlay: Real ly, we are not aware that there is a 
Government lab per se that does that kind of residue 
analysis in any amount now. We are not aware even 
if the soils lab is sending over any samples to the 
pesticide lab in soil science at the university, whether 
they are doing any or whether they can do specific 
analysis or not. To the best of our knowledge, samples 
for that kind of residue analysis are going outside the 
province, some of it is being done by the private sector. 
But there is not a good concrete method by which 
farmers can get residue analysis done on soil at this 
point in time. 

I guess one would have to look at whether the 
pesticide lab at the university is capable, or should be 
made to be capable, to dovetail with the soil testing 
lab in that respect. It  is an interesting question. I just 
do not know offhand how many samples might come 
forward if that facility was available, how many requests 
there have been, or how many have gone through the 
private trade outside the province or outside the country 
for that kind of analysis. It is something worth following 
u p  on to see if there is a need that we are missing 
here. 
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T here is no question that g leen would be one example 
of a chemical that has been used that can leave residues 
t h at are of sig nificance.  W he n  t h e re is a 
recommendation that certain sensitive crops should 
not be grown for three or four or five years and then 
you get dry years, what does that do to potential residue 
carry-over? It is a question that does not have good 
answers and there is not real ly the laboratory backup 
at this time, to give the answers here in the province. 

Mr. Chairman: Item 4.(d)(l)-pass; 4.(d)(2)-pass; shall 
4.(d)(3)- pass; 4.(e)(l)- pass; 4 .(e)(2) - pass; 4 .(e)(3)
pass; 4 . (e)(5 )  S pecial Assistance for Commercial 
Beekeepers- pass. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: J ust a couple of q uestions on this 
whole thing here and it relates more to whether the 
attempts  to contro l  the mite h ave met with any 
satisfaction, or is  this still a very controversial and even 
dangerous issue as far as the Minister is concerned. 

Mr. Findlay: My question is certainly, technically a very 
serious situation for the bee industry. Ontario and 
Quebec have closed their borders some years ago and 
to the best of my knowledge they probably consider 
themselves to be relatively mite free. Saskatchewan 
and ourselves believe that we are going to attempt to 
continue to keep ourselves mite free by inspection and 
destruction of those colonies- and I wil l  comment a 
bit further on that in a minute-that are found to have 
the mite. Alberta is kind of waffling around.  T here seems 
to be two factions there: one that wants to keep the 
mite under control by destroying infected hives, and 
the other says we wil l  never control it, let her go. I 
hope that Alberta does not take that position because 
obviously we wil l  have mite infestation not that far from 
our border. T he mite is clearly south of us. T here is 
no question, the mite is south of us. 

T he position of the Beekeepers Association has been 
to maintain a program of inspection and eradication 
where the mite is found;  they are supportive of that. 
T he department personnel believe that program wil l  
work for the  foreseeable future. Our hope is  that i t  wil l  
work until we have a chemical that can treat infected 
hives to destroy the mite. T here was a chemical on the 
horizon, I just cannot remember the name of it right 
now, that a year ago it looked like it might be promising.  
I understand that something has happened and it  is  
not going to come forward . Hopefu l ly there are other 
chemicals in the testing process that will do that job.  
If  we do not come u p  with a chemical control or 
prevention system, I think the system of inspection and 
eradication may not work in the long run. 

T his year we have inspected those beekeepers who 
have any reason to suspect that they might have, or 
the staff decided to inspect randomly, whichever. T hey 
found six beekeepers with some degree of infestation. 
Al l  six beekeepers have voluntarily agreed to eradicate 
those hives this fall when the run is over, and basically 
now it is over, eradicate those, not over winter, but 
eradicate them and hopefu l ly keep the rest of their 
sites clean. 

I guess technical ly the process is to eradicate al l  in 
a site wherever they are found in a site, eradicate 
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everything in that site. T here is a bit of a pilot project 
going on right now under a research permit from 
Agriculture Canada using menthol as a preventative. 
So the department is very concerned about it . We 
believe we are in -(interjection)- menthol, yes. 

T he department believes that we are on the right 
track. T he Beekeepers Association believes we are on 
the right track,  and I think for the good of the industry 
we wil l  attempt to stay on that track, particularly as 
long as we have voluntary support for eradicating the 
colonies that are infected . 

Mr. Uruski: M r. Chairman, the special assistance for 
commercial beekeepers, how many beekeepers applied 
a n d  received that  assistance? Was every 
h oneybeekeeper in  the p rovince e l ig ib le  for t his 
assistance? 

Mr. Findlay: I guess in basic answer to your question, 
every beekeeper that had more than 1 00 colonies was 
eligible at the rate of $ 1 0  a hive over 1 00.  I am not 
aware, we are not aware, that any beekeeper that would 
qualify did not apply. T he records, of course, are kept � by the department. Beekeepers are registered ,  so they 
real ly knew who the beekeepers were. T he total dol lars 
paid out, I believe, is very close to the $750,000 that 
was al located for them. 

T he reason we took the $ 1 00 deductible was a desire 
to support those who are commercial or close to 
commercial ,  the serious beekeepers. We made the 
assumption that anybody less than 1 00 hives was very 
part time, maybe a hobby operator. We felt that financial 
assistance should go to those that are attem pting to 
make a living out of the industry. We believe the industry 
is under severe economic hardship right now because 
of the price of honey. T he price of honey is down around 
40 cents a pound. It has been there for a while. T he 
honey producers believe that their cost of production 
is roughly 55 cents a pound, so that is tough .  It takes 
a good economist to work those kinds of basic figu res 
out. 

So we did three things for the bee industry. We rol led 
in t ripartite, we made this ad hoe payment, and we set 

• up an industry committee to look at where we are going � 
in this industry and whether we are missing some 
opportunities. It  is people from the university, from the 
industry, from the marketing side, the honey marketing 
people. 

I guess the fourth thing we did was we contributed 
$9,000 towards the national honey marketing plant. We 
are supportive of the industry and hopeful ly we can 
work them through these tough things. I would like to 
think that there is a light at the end of the tunnel, but 
right now it  is difficult to see that light u ntil the supply 
and demand situation gets into proper balance in North 
America so that the price of honey can rise. 

Last year the production was excellent in the province, 
1 85 pounds per hive in 1 988. T his year I understand 
preliminary figures are more like 1 30, 135 pounds, so 
production is down this year, and we are not aware 
that the price is going to be much stronger unfortunately. 

* ( 1 6 10)  
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Mr. Uruski: M r. Chairman, yes it appears that with the 
change in U.S. support in  terms of taking off the School 
Honey Program, I think that is what it was cal led, ending 
that program under President Reagan, throug h - I  think 
the f igure, if I am not mistaken was 1 00 mi l l ion pounds 
of h oney onto the market. As a result ,  that has caused 
the market to continue to be depressed and, in my 
mind ,  it is un l ikely that wi l l  change in  the foreseeable 
future, unless there is another school program, or some 
program, that puts the use of the natural product honey 
back into use in a publ ic forum,  in effect, a publ ic 
subsidy. Quite frankly, that wi l l  I th ink continue to plague 
the Canadian honey industry along with the d ifficu lty 
with the d isease. 

Is there, M r. Chairman, whi le we are on the subject 
of honey, I know we are into tr ipartite but on honey is 
there any l imitation in size of p roduction of honey in  
terms of  jo in ing tripartite? 

Mr. Findlay: There is  not a maximum in terms of joining. 

� Mr. Uruski: This assistance, was th is cost shared with 
the federal Government, this $759,000.00? 

Mr. Findlay: This was strictly M anitoba Init iative. 

Mr. Uruski: Okay. 

Mr. Chairman: Item 4.(e)(5)-pass. 

4 .(f)( 1 )-the H onourable Member for Fort Garry. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: Could the M i nister outl ine the major 
in it iatives that were taken, the only major expenditure 
i n c rease i n  t h e  market i n g  branch was u nder the  
increases of 1 33,000 for new and expanded market 
development in it iat ives? Could you indicate just what 
they were? 

Mr. Findlay: Really there are three areas of activity. 
The first one is more market investigation. One of the 
th ings it  is  involved in  is in  conjunction with XCAN 
G rain,  looking at · market opportunities for peas in � Taiwan; another is looking at the Japanese oi l  tariff 
that is being d iscussed in trade at large right now. 

Secondly, where there is a tremendous increase in 
activity, and I al luded to it when I was talk ing about 
the Minebea operation, the number of trade missions 
that have come into the province, particularly out of 
southeast Asia. As the former Minister I am sure knows, 
they come in g roups of two, four, six, and they come· 
here ready to do business, by and large. It i s  amazing ,  
there are certain private operators, Absco is one of 

' them, they are busy all over the world looking for people 
and interested in buying Canadian products, and they 
are doing a good job of marketing products out of 
M anitoba. Whenever those trade delegations come to 
M anitoba, the M arketing Branch does a lot of work to 
show them what they want to see, help them meet the 
people they want to meet , and entertain them. It is  not 
an 8 to 5 job when you are entertaining people from 
outside the country. There is  a lot of effort being put 
there. I th ink we have had a lot of response in  terms 
of trade m issions coming into this province. 
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I have been working in the area of new product 
development. There wi l l  be some work to be done there. 
Really, the most visible active one right now is the 
enterta i n i n g  of the  trade m i ss ions ,  w h i c h  has a 
tremendous amount of spinoff, d i rect and ,  down the 
road , indirect. They come and are always looking for 
repeat b u s i ness.  I t h i n k  we are faci l i tat i n g  any 
particularly l ivestock association that wants to develop 
contacts with potential buyers around the world and 
faci l itating them as much as we can . 

Mr. Uruski: M r. Chairman, if I was a junior reporter in 
the gal lery, here is a story that would h it the headl ines: 
Civil Servants on Golf Course. 

In dealing with the trade missions, and here is an 
area that never ceased to amaze me because, especially 
the people from Japan who are in the commercial 
enterprises, one of the g reatest treats that they could 
have is to play golf, because in Japan it is at least a 
mi l l ion dol lar investment for a share into a golf course, 
a mil l ion dollar investment by our standards. It is almost 
unbelievable, yet we take that kind of activity for granted 
here in Canada. 

Quite frankly, business is  done on the golf course, 
so one could make a story to say these civil servants 
spend half of their time on the golf course. The fact 
of the matter is I believe no better relationship bui lding 
between Manitoba business, Manitoba Government, 
and overseas prospective buyers and entrepreneurs 
can be done by accommodating them, whether it be 
touring operations, but clearly in some countries one 
of the th ings that they have is almost l i ke a del icacy, 
the entertainment on a golf course. 

It is  clearly the role that the Marketing Branch, with 
the small nature that it is, has attempted to try and 
not be everything to everyone because you cannot, but 
try a n d  produce t h e  n iche in cert a i n  market 
opportunities that they have. I want to say to the Minister 
I th ink they are pursuing it rather well ,  because clearly 
I th ink the investment in the Interlake of the Northern 
Interlake Breeders is certain ly evidence of the kind of 
relationshi p  bui lding that has to go on, on behalf of 
the people of this province, overseas to continue what 
has been done over the years. 

* ( 1 620) 

I want to say to the M inister-and I for one who 
have had the opportunity to meet many of these people 
and so has he now, recently-that this is one area that 
I would encourage the Minister and his staff to continue. 
Clearly, I say this not out of b lowing one's horn, but 
say to the Minister it is  imperative, as d ifficult as it is  
at  t imes, for  the lead politician in the agricultural industry 
to be there. Although J apanese politics has gone 
through upheaval over upheaval, nevertheless, the 
respect for the relationshi p  that Manitoba has, and I 
believe Manitoba has bui lt a good reputation and it i s  
being fol lowed up,  but  the  clear sense of  support at 
the h ighest polit ical level is necessary. I have said it 
before and I make my continued pitch because I th ink 
it has paid off and wi l l  continue to pay off. It does not 
manifest itself overnight,  but it is certainly something 
that we, as Manitobans, should be relatively proud of 
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the work of this small branch , and I th ink of the 
politicians who have seen the opportunities, seized on 
them and continued to work on them, and to the 
bureaucracy, as wel l ,  that has i n  fact promoted that 
area. 

Mr. Findlay: I would just comment on what the Member 
was tal k i n g  about .  There is no q u est ion  t h at the  
Japanese put  a lo t  of  emphasis on being ab le  to meet 
somebody in th is position. It is amazing the k ind of 
response you get, the respect they show you , the doors 
that you can open for other activities to follow up .  

The 1 8  days that I spent there were probably the 
toughest 18 days I have ever put in, but i ncredib ly 
enjoyable. They had our t ime just jammed ful l .  We were 
wel l fed , and fed to the point where you could not take 
it any more. The other th ing that we d id ,  in terms of 
meeting the people and fol lowing the schedule-and 
wel l-laid out .  I do  not th ink t hey could have used us 
anymore than they d id ,  but as I am sure the previous 
Member took h is  wife with h im ,  I took my wife. We paid 
our bi l ls .  Do not ever worry about that-we paid our 
bi l ls .  

It more than doubles the impact just to have your 
wife along with you when you do those sort of th ings. 
It pays big dividends. It is expensive to do, though,  
and I have really been pleased with the kind of response 
that has come back in terms of they are visit ing here, 
they are taking M anitoba students over there at their 
expense this year. 

They continue to make orders here, and we have 
just had an order of beef made in the Province of 
M anitoba. That is an area we would l ike to see activity 
in ,  but certainly we have had considerable activity i n  
t h e  turkey area. 

I t h i n k  t h e  re lat i o n s h i p  t h at is t he re m ust be  
maintained by whoever is in  th is office. Al Gascoigne, 
I refer to h im as M anitoba's Ambassador to Japan. He 
has a t remendous knack.  He has been there 18 t imes 
now, I bel ieve it is, and he has big shoes to fill in  terms 
of the person that is going to follow him in  that posit ion, 
because his rapport there is-I do not th ink he could 
be faulted in  any respect whatsoever. If  it was not for 
h im,  I do not know we would have the doors open that 
we have over there, because he has maintained a 
continuity of contact, both there and here. 

The other th ing that is a tremendous faci l itator with 
doing business that I see being done there is the fax 
machine. They can have messages back and forth 
momentari ly. It is just an incredi ble machine that helps
the contact is needed over that k ind of d istance. 

Mr. Mark Minenko (Seven Oaks): I would like to bring 
t h i ngs  perhaps a l i t t le c loser than the M i n ister 's  
comparison of  h is t r ip  with the  previous M in ister's to  
the Far East, and br ing  it a l itt le closer to  home with 
respect to Portage la Prairie. 

I understand that the Central Plains, the Regional 
Development Corporation in the Portage la Prairie area, 
h ad put together some time ago a proposal for the 
Community Futures Committee. 

One of the studies they were looking at working on 
was the food processing feasib i l ity study. I understand 

from the l ist of Steering Committee Members that a 
hort icu l t u r i st - potatoes - from the  M a n it o b a  
Department o f  Agriculture was a Member of that 
Steering Committee. I would just l ike to ask whether 
the M in ister is aware of this committee's work and the 
study. If he is, perhaps then we can continue asking 
some questions on that area. 

Mr. Findlay: I would just l i ke to say to the Member 
that, no, we are not specifical ly aware of it ,  but if he 
wants to talk about it or ask some q uestions, we could 
have somebody here from that department, whoever 
was on t hat c o m m i ttee,  to respond w i th  some 
i nformation.  It was not  Garth Stone, I would ask.
( interjection)- We could have Garth Stone here on 
Thursday, if he is avai lable, and I am sure he l i kely is,  
to help answer some questions i n  that respect , but we 
are not aware of the specifics. 

Mr. Minenko: I would not necessari ly want to delay 
the matters and the deliberations of this committee 
but perhaps if that could be arranged. 

I just have some general q uestions perhaps before � 
we leave the area. I realize that the Communities Futures 
Program is more related to the federal Government, 
but g iven the recent announcements that Campbel l 's  
Soups-and I would have thought that the Min ister of 
Agriculture (M r. Findlay) would be taking a l i t t le b it  
closer relationsh ip  or working with this committee to 
see exactly how th ings are working out ,  because I would 
certainly think that this is an important area. From the 
material that I have seen anyways, or been able to 
g lance through,  it seems that they were certainly looking 
in  Portage la Prairie, or the RDC at Portage was looking 
to certain ly explore even greater possib i l it ies in the 
whole food processing industry. 

I was j u st wonder ing  whether  the  M i n iste r ' s  
department h a s  had any greater contacts than just 
through M r. Stone with respect to th is program as to 
what are some of the in itiatives they were looking at 
generally speaking,  or generally if the Minister could 
comment what contact he might have on that. 

I also noticed the Min ister of Industry and Trade has .. 
a representative on this committee as well ,  and perhaps � 
we can explore that at another t ime. 

* ( 1 630) 

Mr. Findlay: I g uess it is obvious we have a contact 
through M r. Stone. I guess we do not look over the 
shoulders of al l  our employees al l  the time, but we 
know they are out doing good work, and I commend 
them for doing that. 

In  terms of Campbell Soups, as he makes mention 
of, clearly the decision has been made by the parent 
company, but I can assure the Member that there is 
a much broader interest in that faci l ity than just what 
he sees in that document in front of h im.  We are aware 
of the broader interest . People are looking at it with 
the idea of processing opportunities they may be 
prepared to get involved in in Portage with that faci l ity. 
So with that decision as to who they would sell it to 
is clearly in  their hands. It is their faci l ity, but when 
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people come forward and request some information 
to help them develop a proposal , we will faci l itate them 
with whatever technical information we can g ive. There 
is not a narrow interest. There is a broad interest in 
that faci l ity, and I do not expect to see it lie vacant 
very long. 

Mr. Minenko: I th ink in response to a perhaps more 
general question, the Minister of Agriculture when 
specifically on the Campbell Soups-and if there is 
broader interest, I am just wondering i f  the Min ister 
could expand exactly what he means by broader 
i nterest. 

Mr. Findlay: I prefer not to at this time, because it 
may interfere with the process of negotiations. 

Mr. Minenko: Does the broader issue here mean that 
there are other companies that are presently in the 
food processing industry that are looking at taking over 
that faci l ity? 

� Mr. Findlay: I wi l l  not say there are other companies 
, but there are other interests, maybe interests looking 

at start ing up a faci l ity or an operation that would use 
that k ind of facil i ty. So it is not bigger interests, but it 
is i nterests that are developing.  They may not develop 
to the point of being able to put a proposal on the 
table that wi l l  fly, but there are people looking at what 
opportunities that may be presented because that plant 
wi l l  be avai lable. 

Mr. Minenko: Does the Min ister then seem to suggest 
by his comment that other industries than simply the 
food processing is looking at taking over that land or 
faci l ity? 

Mr. Findlay: I th ink I have said al l  that I need to say, 
because when peop le  a re work i n g  hard  to p u t  
something together, you do not want t o  scuttle their 
opportunit ies by anything that would be premature. 

Mr. Chairman: Item 4.(f)( 1 ) -pass; 4.(f)(2)-pass. 

Item 5 .  Regional Agricultural Services Division ,  shal l  
the item pass-the Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 

Mr. Laurie Evans: M r. Chairman, this area appears to 
be the one where there is probably the least change 
from the previous year, and I am wondering whether 
the M in ister could comment briefly on any major 
strategy changes that have taken place in that interim 
period.  Noting from the Supplementary Estimates, the 
comment regarding the human resource management, 
per se, is there more emphasis being placed in  the 
regions in  terms of the family, the farm transition 
program? That I realize is a federal issue, but i t  must 
be one that is having considerable impact on the regions 
as far as their personnel are concerned . Are there any 
other areas that the Min ister would comment where 
there is a change in thrust or d irection, because the 
number of people and the budget is virtually the same 
as it was last year? 

Mr. Findlay: Really, there are no major changes of any 
magn itude other than continued emphasis on the family 
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farm management side, emphasis on keeping up with 
tec h n o l o g y  changes so we can be a sou rce of 
i n format ion of s ign i f icant magn i tude for the farm 
community. There is no question that there is a g rowing 
and cont inuing developing interest on the marketing 
side of farm products. Going back to my p revious 
d i scussion with  the Mem ber for Seven Oaks ( M r. 
M inenko), there are people looking at ways and means 
of which they can get involved in doing something with 
farm produce in processing and marketing. The regional 
staff can play a support and development role in that 
respect. 

I guess, if there is any change, it is more in the area 
of the soil and water agreement that we have signed. 
There are regional committees being struck to help 
community associations, whether they are soil and water 
associations or conservation groups, to be able to come 
forward with their proposals for funding under that 
program. 

So there wi l l  be a lot of activity in the regions in that 
respect , start ing now and over the coming months as 
associations position themselves to make appl ications, 
and areas where there is not a representive g roup or 
association in  place to get those groups in  p lace so 
that they can put forward proposals if they so desire 
for activities under the soils agreement, the conservation 
concepts for their area. 

Mr. Chairman: Can I ask the committee's indulgence 
to go back to Item 4, which is Resolution No. 9,  i n  
order that it may be passed . 

Resolution No. 9: RESOLVED that there be g ranted 
to Her M ajesty the sum not exceeding $ 1 2,997,200 for 
Agriculture,  Agricultural Development and Marketing 
Division, $ 1 2 ,997,200, for the fiscal year ending the 
3 1 st day of M arch- pass. 

* ( 1 640) 

Mr. Findlay: At this time I would l ike to introduce 
A n d rew D i c k s o n ,  t h e  reg iona l  d i rector f rom t h e  
Interlake-the good old Interlake, home town in  Arborg , 
r ight? 

Mr. Uruski: M r. Chairman, could the Minister indicate 
in terms of farm, what I would call farm relationships 
and family relationships bui ld ing,  the department has 
been involved in  a team approach in trying to assist 
farm fami l ies in  crises, as well as there has been an 
ecumenical committee, chaired by a number of the 
church organizations-the churches in the province, 
whether those committees, the l inkages between the 
departmental committee and those lay comm ittees, I 
guess I would call them, exist and to what extent have 
they been operating in the various regions of the 
province? 

Mr. Findlay: I guess the first thing I wi l l  say i s  that the 
department staff have worked in conjunction with 
d i fferent lay g roups ,  the clergy, whatever k i n d  of 
community group comes forward or forms. Both the 
ag reps and home ecs have worked side by side with 
them, and a regional d irectory has been put together 
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for various contact people, for various problems that 
the person may have. 

But in addition to working with local people, the staff 
h ave worked w i t h  staff i n  o ther  d e p artments  o f  
Government, Fami ly Services, whatever, with whatever 
specific situations that develop. There is no doubt that 
there are a number of d ifficult circumstances in rural 
Manitoba with regard to financial crisis and which 
ofttimes lead to emotional d ifficult ies, family problems, 
marriage problems and the l ike. The department is really 
attempting,  through the staff, to respond as best they 
can as ind ividuals and as staff, to meet those needs 
and in conjunction with whatever resources, either in 
the local communities or Government at large, that can 
be brought to bear to help the problem. 

There is a lot of work being done by a lot of people, 
both salaried people and volunteer people. I feel there 
has been a h igh level of success, because we have not 
heard of a lot of problems that have blown out of 
proportion anyway. So I am not saying  that everyth ing 
has been solved to everybody's satisfaction, but  I th ink 
a lot  better than had we not been involved a long the 
way. 

Mr. Uruski: I ask, I know in the regional meetings and 
d iscussion groups that sometimes get formed through 
farm management seminars and those areas where farm 
fami l ies may come forward and reveal some of the 
d i ff ic u l t ies t h at t hey are fac i n g  t o  some of  t h e  
professionals whether, if t h e  department does take any 
in itiatives on its own in  cases where farmers come, for 
example, looking for assistance towards mediation, and 
knowing the financial stress at the t ime at the field 
level ,  whether or not the field staff may take, or  does 
take, an in itiative and try to-and I know that is  not 
an easy area to determine, but at least assess whether 
there is more in  terms of emotional d ifficulties, besides 
the financial d ifficult ies, or whether some outreach can 
be made before either someone comes forward or 
before a crisis can occur in  that fami ly? 

Is  that kind of an assessment possible, knowing that 
our staff are not professional ,  at least the first contact 
staff are not always professional in those areas? But 
some do have a good sense of feel for human relations 
and where people are at. H as that been a d i rection 
that you have promoted and/or are prepared to promote 
to t ry and head off any possible emergency that may 
come up? 

Mr. Findlay: Just in  a general response to the Member, 
staff have done some train ing to be able to read 
symptoms of whatever d ifficulty a person might have, 
a broad scope of symptoms, so that they can play a 
role of referral of that ind ividual to the appropriate 
professional staff, whether i t  is  in Fami ly Services or 
whether it is in Health or whether it is  mental health ,  
or wherever that referral should take p lace. I th ink we 
are playing an important role. If we can identify-and 
hopeful ly the train ing leads them to a comfort zone 
that they can identify, because it is not an easy decision 
to make to refer somebody, particularly with the mental 
health situation. If we are able to head off a crisis by 
that referral , by gett ing the r ight professional help, I 
th ink we have played a very important role and it is  

part and parcel of  the overal l  farm family support that 
is important at this time. 

None of the staff are trained for g iving guidance other 
than a referral and I hope that the information they get 
g ives some of them some degree of confidence that 
they can make referrals with some degree of comfort. 
I know some staff wi l l  be more comfortable doing that 
than others and I guess it is safe to say that al l  staff 
know that if they have d ifficulty deal ing in a particular 
situation, and I say a younger person coming in, then 
they should qu ickly lean on a more senior person or 
someone else close by to g ive them some assistance 
if they know that there is a decision that needs to made 
in regard to referrals. They are playing that role and 
are working with whoever is locally prepared to help 
or elsewhere in  the Government is prepared to work 
to handle the del icate and d ifficult situations that come 
forward .  

I th ink b y  a n d  large t h e  success is reasonably good 
because there have not been a lot of things blown out 
of proportion. I wi l l  just say, now that we are in  this 
topic,  people under financial stress respond and can � 
do strange things. The people who are in the mediation 
process face a very delicate situation and many t imes, 
it is fair to say, put themselves at a high element of 
risk. I am just thankful nothing has happened at this 
point, but that is a group of appointed people who are 
taking a tremendous responsib i l ity. I do not know if 
they have, but I think it is time that they start interrelating 
with our staff in this process of referral , whether i t  is 
an obvious difficulty that needs to be addressed by 
professional staff. 

* ( 1 650) 

Mr. Uruski: M r. Chairman, I thank the Minister for his 
insight.  I want to ask whether there are many vacancies 
at the regional level across the province or whether 
there is any major sh ift. There are always vacancies, 
whether they are out of proportion from previous years, 
whether some of that information is available. 

Mr. Findlay: Just looking at f igures, generally there is � .. 
no abnormal d ifference in terms of vacancies, and ag 1111 
reps are just trying to identify if there are either one · 
or two vacancies, but in a general sense in terms of 
regional staff, they have been fil led on account of normal 
process. There are always some ongoing vacancies, 
but there are no g reat holes. Home economists are 
being fi l led as rapidly as possible. 

Ms. Avis Gray (Ellice): I understand that this section 
relates to Home Economic Services, and I would l i ke 
to ask the Min ister if he could ind icate if there have 
been any meet i n g s  i n i t i ated w i th  the  i n d iv idua ls  
responsible for the  Women 's Init iative in  regard to 
service p rov ided t h r o u g h  h o m e  eco n o m i sts  i n  
agriculture. 

Mr. Findlay: Yes, the various staff have met with the 
In itiative at different locations across the province and 
the response that we are getting back is that they were 
very impressed with the level of involvement of the 
home ecs and what they are doing. So it has been on 
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I guess an ind ividual sort of basis. There has not been 
an overall department process of meeting with them 
that I am aware of, but it has been done in  the regions 
and by the staff on their own in i t iative. 

Ms. Gray: M r. Chairperson, I understand that home 
economists were involved in  fact in  the various regions 
and presentat i o n s  and s i t t i ng  in o n  t h e  Wom e n ' s 
I n it iative. My question was, and i was n ot V'iery clear, 
tne M i nister llas indicated there has not been anytb :ng 
overall departmental ly. 

S ince the Women 's  I n it iat ive report has come out 
with its f indings and then subsequent to that t ile new 
M i n ister responsible for the Women 's  In it iative h as 
struck a committee to look at the data from t he 
Women's  In i t iative, what I am wonder ing is ,  because 
we had seen some in it ial work about the threat of Home 
Economic Services which were mentioned throughout 
the various consultations with communit ies, I am asking,  
has the Wome n ' s  I n i t i at ive a d v i sory g r o u p  or 

lit. imp lementation g roup made any in i t iat ives to meet with 

, the Department of Agriculture staff, or the M i n ister 
h imself, i n  regard to how they see Home Economic 
Services being used i n  the future that would be i n  l ine 
with what th is  Government wants to do  as a result of 
the find ings from the Women's In it iative, and has that 
process started? 

Mr. Findlay: Basical ly the answer in  terms of whether 
they have come to us, we are not aware of an approach 
yet u n less it has been d i rect ly  to t h e  h o m e  ecs 
themselves, and we are not aware of that yet . 

But I would say that the understanding is that many 
of the home ecs were involved very extensively in  the 
process and have heard what was said in  terms of their 
own programming and their own approach to doing a 
job day to day. We believe that they have taken a lot 
of the materia l ,  or comments that came forward have 
taken them to heart and are attempting to address 
some of those problems that came out through that 
process, but we are not aware of a specific request to 
meet with us at th is t ime. 

t Mr. Minenko: Mr. Chairman, I think th is is  as good a 
point as any to ask some questions with respect to a 
campaign promise of the Tories in the last provincial 
campaign where they talked about-

Mr. Findlay: All done. 

Mr. Minenko: The Min ister of Agriculture says "al l  
done. " Wel l ,  I think the record that we have before us,  
even based on the throne speeches, shows that the 
Government has fal len a l i tt le bit  s h o rt - an d  the 
emphasis on "a l i tt le bit" . But that aside, M r. Chairman , 
one oi the campaign promises that I am sure the 
H onourable Min ister of Agriculture i s  wel l acquainted 
wi th  is  the i ssue of off-farm income where the Tories 
were certainly looking at trying to deal with th is  whole 
issue and problem. Indeed, it is  a very i mportant matter 
where, unfortunately, various events that were beyond 
the control of our farming community resulted in  more 
and more farmers, over the years, requ i ring to f ind off
farm income in order to sustain their operation and , 
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more importantly, even sustain themselves and their 
fami l ies. 

As an important element of rural development in 
Manitoba-I  am pleased to see the M i n ister of Rural 
Devel o p m e n t  ( M r. Pen ner)  is w i t h  us as w e l l  -
( i nterject ion )- N o ,  t h e  M i n ister respo n s i b le for the 
Workers Compensation Board (Mr. Connery) says "good 
M i n ister. "  Wel l ,  we will have to see what is  coming out 
of that department before certainly anyone can pass 
any i< ind of score card . 

Getting back to the main issue at he.nd, I would l ike 
to  ask the M in ister of Agriculture,  as agriculture is 
certainly an important element i n  rural d evelopment, 
i am just wondering if  he cou ld  advise us  what contacts 
h is  staff have in the Agriculture department with either 
the M i nister's department, the M i n ister responsible for 
Rural Development ( M r. Penner), what kind of l iaison 
or contact do you have with respect to that particular 
promise? 

Mr. Findlay: The Member's lead- in  statement about 
campaign promises, I want to assure him that any 
campaign promises made to agriculture have been 
acted on and delivered on. 

With regard to off-farm income, clearly I guess in  the 
agricu lture industry, we would hope that the strength 
of our industry wi l l  grow and wil l overcome the economic 
problems of the past, wel l ,  1 980s in  general, such that 
their need, the necessity for off-farm income to stabi lize 
family income on the farm wi l l  not be needed as much 
in  the future as it  is at the present. 

There is  no question that many, young farm fami l ies 
particularly, have chosen this route to  stabi l ize their 
income. The department has worked in  any way possible 
to be a faci l itator in  helping people that need off-farm 
jobs. We have run numerous seminars over the course 
of t ime. We are involved , just as examples, in job re
entry programs for women; we are involved in  the 
Westarc rural development seminar which is occurring 
on the 26th and 27th of October th is year; we are 
involved in  the Rural Development Institute, we funded 
the Rural Development Institute in  its f i rst year before 
it was transferred over the Rural Development; we have 
the Community Development Committee of Cabinet 
where both the M in ister of Rural Development and I 
sit ;  so, there is continuous l iaison between the two 
departments. 

I n  terms of making things happen in the way of rural 
development, agriculture is a significant player. Products 
produced on-farm that are hand led in various ways and 
means create the  j o b s  that  go towards rura l  
development. I can assure the  Member t hat the  process 
we are committed to of decentralizing Government jobs 
is a way of creating jobs in  rural M anitoba that create 
off-farm income for farm wives, and for young people, 
men and women. 

There are a number of in i t iat ives going on. Real ly, 
if a job is to be created in rural Manitoba, it has to 
be economically viable. I t  cannot be funded in a non
economic fash ion by Government. We are working as 
much as we can to attract industry in  any way, shape, 
or form to rural Manitoba, l ike the Minebea o perat ion 
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in the Interlake, a 600-sow operation, rough ly 20 jobs,  
and overall through the process of the total of the 
program that they are laying out, probably a $20 mi l l ion 
i nvestment in  rural  Manitoba. 

We hope to attract addit ional processing act ivities, 
as to what I referred to in earlier q uestions, that are 
being considered and developed by different individuals 
p repared to p u t  t h e i r  m o n ey forwar d .  S o ,  t h e  
department has a wide variety o f  ways and means which 
they can stimulate and help off-farm jobs be created.  
I guess just working with the Department of Agriculture 
is an off-farm job for somebody. 

* ( 1 700) 

Mr. Chairman: The hour being 5 p .m.  and time for 
Private Members' Hour, committee rise and call in  the 
Speaker. 

IN SESSION 

Mr. Speaker: The hour  be ing 5 p .m. ,  it is  t ime for 
Private Members' Business. 

HOUSE BUSINESS 

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader): 
I wonder if I might at th is t ime, Sir, announce a meeting 
of the Public Accounts Committee for Thursday morning 
of this week at 10 a.m. in  Room 255. 

Mr. Speaker: I would l ike to thank the H onourable 
Government House Leader for that clarificat ion. 

C O MM ITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Wil l iam Chornopyski (Chairman of Committees): 
M r. Speaker, the Committee of Supply has adopted 
certain resolutions, d irects me to report same and asks 
leave to sit again. 

I move, seconded by the Honourable Member for 
Transcona (Mr. Kozak), that the report of the committee 
be received . 

MOTION presented and carried. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

DEBATE ON SECON D  READINGS 
PUBLIC BILLS 

Bill N O. 2-THE LANDLORD AND 
TENANT AMENDMENT ACT 

M r. S peaker: O n  t h e  p ro p osed m o t i o n  of t h e  
Honourable Mem ber for lnkster (Mr. Lamoureux), B i l l  
No.  2 ,  The Landlord and Tenant Amend ment Act ;  Lo i  
modifiant la Loi  sur le louage d ' immeubles, standing 
i n  the name of the Honourable Member for La Verendrye 
(Mr. Pankratz) who has three minutes remaining. Stand? 

Is there leave to have this matter remaining stand ing 
i n  the name of the Honourable Member for La Verendrye 
(Mr. Pankratz)? (Agreed) 

The Honourable Member for Transcona. 

Mr. Richard Kozak (Transcona): Thank you once 
again ,  Mr. Speaker, and my apologies to H ansard staff 
for having to cope today with my head cold .  

I am not the reigning expert in th is  House on landlord
tenant relations. I n  fact, Transcona is not heavi ly stocked 
with rental un its, but I would like to p lace a few 
comments on the record with regard to Bi l l  No. 2, The 
Landlord and Tenant Amendment Act. 

M r. S peaker, t h i s  B i l l  as put  before us by t h e  
Honourab le  Mem ber f o r  l n kster ( M r. Lam o u reux) 
represents a solution to a situation that defies logic. 
The provincial Rentalsman 's  Office has suffered and 
cont inues to suffer a serious backlog of cases before 
it, and it lies within the power of this House to el i m inate 
the problem with one simple decision.  

The Rentalsman 's  Office is t ied in knots at present 
by up to 4 ,000 d isputes a year over security deposits, 
disputes that would not arise or could be simply � 
resolved ii landlords renting an apartment were required � 
to complete a condition report signed by both the tenant 
and the landlord or the landlord 's  agent. 

M r. S peaker, does it make any sense for this House 
to evade its responsib i l ity to deliver value for the 
taxpayers' money by its cont inuing fai lure to require 
condit ion reports? 

Does it make any sense for us to d e n y  t h e  
Rentalsman 's Office t h e  documentation it requ i res to 
min imize its workload and to reach decisions based 
on fact , not on supposition? No, it does not 

Does it make any sense to al low a landlord whose 
premises have been damaged to appear before the 
Rentalsman 's Office, to keep a security deposit with 
no written evidence i n  hand? No, it does not, and we 
as legislators would we wrong, M r. Speaker, to assume 
that landlords do not need Governments to defend 
their interests. 

* ( 1 7 1 0) 

Furthermore, does it make any sense to al low a 
tenant, a tenant falsely deprived of his security deposit, 
to appear before the Rentalsman's Office for the return 
of the security deposit with no written evidence in hand .  
No,  it d oes not, and  we as  legislators woul d  be  wrong 
to assume that tenants d o  not need Governments to 
defend their interests. 

M r. Speaker, th is is not a new question before us. 
This is a question that has appeared before this H ouse 
and before al l  of us as legislators over a period of m any 
years. The responsibi l ity of this House has, quite frankly, 
been shirked by Honourable Members of this H ouse 
over a per iod  of years .  Over the years,  several  
recommendations were made to make amendments to 
The Landlord and Tenant Act, and a review comm ittee 
was set up in August of 1985 - 1  repeat , 1985, ful ly four 
years ago. 

In February of 1987, a report was provided to the 
t h e n  M i n ister  of H o u s i ng recom men d i n g  several  
changes to the legislation but, M r. Speaker-and th is 
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is where I start to be mystified and my Party starts to 
be mystified - both of the other Parties in this House, 
b o t h  t h e  N ew Democrats and after t h e m  t h e  
Conservatives, put this issue on t h e  back burner and 
essential ly ignored it despite the obvious g rowing need 
to clean up this legislation and rectify the problem that 
I outl ined just a few minutes ago. 

The Liberal Party is not prepared to let th is situation 
remain on the back burner. We have decided as a 
pr ior ity to take the in it iative. The amend ment before 
us is  in  response to the vast number of disputes and 
complaints taken to the Rentalsman of this province 
over security deposits. In fact , d isputes over damage 
deposits are the source of 25 percent of al l  complaints 
received by the Rentalsman 's Office each year, ful ly 
4 ,000 fresh complaints every year, Mr. Speaker, and 
t h e  off ice of the Renta lsman is bogged down i n  
admin istrative overburden. 

The amendment  t h at we p ro p o se tod ay, t h e  
amendment a s  proposed b y  t h e  Honourable Member 

� for lnkster (Mr. Lamoureux), who has g iven a great deal 
, of thought and a great deal of h is sincerity to th is 

problem, wi l l  require a landlord or the landlord 's  agent 
to complete a condition report, a simple enough request. 
This condition report would be signed by both the tenant 
and the landlord or the landlord 's  agent .  The landlord 
would not be able to receive or require a security deposit 
from his prospective tenant, or tenant, unt i l  such time 
as he has completed the report. If the report is not 
made with in  seven days after the tenant has taken 
possession of his rental accommodation, or if the tenant 
disagrees with the report , which is  his r ight,  the security 
depos i t  m ay be p a i d  to the  Renta lsman a n d  the  
Rentalsman shall make the  report. 

My friend, the Honourable Member for Church i l l  (Mr. 
Cowan) suggests that I should have said, "or her. "  I 
concur with my honourable friend ;  however, I am aware 
of the brevity of Private Members' Hour and I am 
determined, M r. Speaker, to complete my remarks in  
15 minutes, despite my wel l-known commitment i n  this 
House to the equality of genders. 

�\ 
' 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Kozak: To complete my last thought, M r. Speaker, 
if no report is made the landlord wi l l  not be entitled 
to require or receive a security deposit from the tenant 
unti l  such time as this situation is rectified . 

This is what I f ind shocking.  I f ind it d isrupts our 
admin istration, I f ind it i l l-serves the landlords, I f ind 
it i l l-serves the tenants. At the present t ime there is 
no requirement placed upon a landlord to f i l l  out these 
condition reports, but the landlord does at present have 
the authority to require the tenant to pay a security 
deposit. The landlord can then object to the return of 
the security deposit if he alleges, "al leges ,"  that the 
tenant has caused damage to the premises concerned 
during his occupancy, or if the tenant is  in  arrears at 
the time the deposit becomes refundable. 

This situation begs for rectification, M r. Speaker. We 
as legislators have a responsib i l ity to del iver to the 
taxpayers value for the money that they pay to us in 
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taxes. We h ave a responsi b i l ity to fight for the efficient 
and fair admin istration of the laws of this province by 
t h e  C i v i l  Service of  t h i s  p rov ince .  We h ave a 
responsib i l ity to defend the interests of landlords and 
an equal if not greater responsib i l ity to defend the 
i nterests of tenants, who in many cases are less 
sophisticated than the landlords with whom they do 
business. 

Our objective at present is a modest one. We want 
th is Government to make a start on the revision, the 
u pd ating,  the improvement of the landlord and tenant 
legislation of this province. My friend,  the H onourable 
Member for lnkster (Mr. Lamoureux), h as done this 
House a favour by presenting us  as a whole the 
oppport u n i ty on a non-part isan bas is  to  rect i fy a 
situation that we see as a problem and has given the 
Government an incentive to take further action to make 
more extensive amendments to this legislation. 

Thank you, M r. Speaker, and once again my thanks 
to H ansard for their consideration. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Ed Mandrake (Assiniboia): It br ings me great 
privi lege to be able to speak to th is amendment to The 
Highway Traffic Act. One minute, M r. Speaker, please. 

I deeply regret that I was prepared to speak to Bi l l  
No. 4 .  I just came out of committee and that was what 
I thought we were talk ing to, so with your indulgence, 
Mr. Speaker, I will sit down and let somebody else speak 
to Bi l l  No. 2 .  

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Transcona, 
on a point of order. 

Mr. Kozak: I wonder if it would be provided as a matter 
of good grace by this House to provide leave to the 
Honourable Member for Assin iboia to address his 
remarks on Bi l l  No. 2 on a latter occasion. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Assin iboia 
can stand up at any time after and speak on this Bi l l . 

Hon. James Mccrae (Government House leader): 
If indeed any agreement is  required on this point, which 
is a questionable matter, I want the Honourable Member 
for Assin iboia (Mr. Mandrake) to know that we look 
forward to his comments and would grant such leave. 

Mr. Speaker: By leave, it has been agreed upon that 
the Honourable Member for Assin iboia may speak at 
a later date. By leave, this matter will continue to stand 
in  the name of the Honourable Member for La Verendrye 
(Mr. Pankratz). 

BILL NO. 13-THE MANITOBA 
INTERCULTURAL COUNCIL 

AMENDMENT ACT 

Mr. Speaker: On t h e  pro posed mot ion  of t h e  
Honourable Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles), Bi l l  No. 
1 3, The M anitoba lntercultural Council Amendment Act; 
Loi modifiant la Loi sur le Conseil interculturel du  
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M anitoba, and the motion of the Honourable Mem ber 
for Thompson (Mr. Ashton) that the q uestion be now 
put and stand in  the name of the Honourable M i nister 
of Justice, the Honourable M i nister of Justice. 

* ( 1 720) 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): M r. Speaker, it is with some regret that I 
rise, probably mostly in my capacity as Government 
H ouse Leader, to speak to the closure of the motion 
put before us by the Honourable Member for Thompson 
( M r. Ashton). 

It has been called a closure motion,  which is an 
i nteresting and unfortunate circumstance. It is extremely 
interesting when a closure motion l ike this comes in  
a m inority House because the H onourable Member for 
Thompson and all Honourable Members in this House 
understand full wel l  the dynamics of this p lace, the 
dynamics  u n d e r  w h i c h  we operate as a m i nor i ty  
Government. 

I have on many occasions tried to stress that it is 
my job and the duty of al l  Honourable Members, I 
suggest, to attempt to put into effect the wishes of the 
people of Man itoba. The people of Manitoba in  1 988 
elected a minority Government. No one, S ir, would be 
more aware of that reality than myself. Because of my 
awareness of that real ity, I attempt to conduct myself 
as Government House Leader in such a way that co
o peration and working  together with other H ouse 
Leaders and other Honourable Members results i n  the 
work of the people of the Province of Manitoba being 
done in  the most efficient way possible. That seems 
to me to make good sense. The people have spoken 
and it is our job to respect that voice that was spoken 
back in  1 988. 

I have a problem with the principle of a motion that 
the question be now put when the debate at second 
reading stage of Bi l l  1 3  has been so extremely brief 
to this point. It strikes me that what we have is a majority 
Opposition and sometimes I am afraid ,  I have to say, 
a somewhat tyranical majority in th is House, in that 
the Opposition is showing its tyranny in this situation. 
I suggest, S i r, that the people of Manitoba would not 
look with pleasure on what it is the Opposition is 
attempting to do in  opposing closure on a Private 
Member's Bi l l  on all Members of this House. 

I say attempting to impose closure because I would  
not want to play a part in seeing closure take place 
on a B i l l  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be t h e  sub ject of p roper  
d i scuss ion  a n d  p r o per  t ho u g h t ,  and  not  just  
phi losophical d iscussions and ph i losophical knee-jerk 
reactions to steps being taken by the Minister of Culture, 
Her i tage and Recreat ion ( M rs .  M itchelson)  in th i s  
p rovince, steps designed to  guarantee for the  future 
a better scenario in which the cultural community can 
operate in  our province.- ( interjection)-

The Honourable Member for Thompson (Mr. Ashton) 
speaks from his seat about autonomy of the operation 
of the M IC,  but it was just the other day his colleague, 
the Honourable Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) rose 
in  this House and agreed with Government Members 

in this House in  opposition to a resolution put down 
by the Honourable Leader of the Opposition attempting 
to take away all autonomy, and attempting to take away 
from Government the responsibi l ity for boards and 
com m i ss i o n s .  So the N O P  s h o u l d  attempt  to be 
consistent in  its approach on this matter. 

Now, the Honourable Member for Thompson (Mr. 
Ashton) knows by b itter experience what can happen 
when the principle of min isterial responsib i l ity and 
Government accountabi l ity is strayed from. I ndeed, h is 
colleague, the Honourable Member for Fl in F lon (Mr. 
Storie) could tel l h im what happens when Governments 
attempt to use the excuse of autonomous boards or 
commissions to cover up for mistakes, and no better 
example of that could be the Perkins affai r  in  the City 
of Brandon. 

Now, Honourable Members of the Liberal Party were 
not around at that t ime and most of them have very 
l ittle knowledge of what went on in the City of Brandon, 
least of al l  my opponent in  the 1 988 election who took 
the opportunity at an al l-candidates' debate to suggest � 
that he had no comments to make on the Perkins Affair, � 
but he wanted to congratulate myself for my handl ing 
of the issue with regard to the Honourable Member 
for Flin Flon, who was then M inister of Education, took 
the o p p ortu n i ty  to r ise  from h i s  seat at that  a l l 
candidates' forum and shake m y  hand in t h e  presence 
of hundreds of people in the City of Brandon for our 
Party's handl ing of the Perkins affair. 

There were some very important things that should 
have been learned from that incident in the City of 
B r a n d o n  where a board appo i nted b y  the New 
Democratic Government of the Day set out to take 
actions which would remove a president of a un iversity 
under circumstances which were less than human, less 
than humane- less than honourable is the word that 
I am looking for. 

Now, that is a matter of the past, things have changed. 
I g ive credit to the Honourable Member for Fl in Flon, 
to some extent, for some of the changes that h ave 
been made. I give even more credit to the present 
Min ister of Education (Mr. Derkach) for subsequent 
changes that were made to assist in putting Brandon 1� 
U niversity back on its feet, in terms of the way it is 
v iewed by the peop le  i n  the  com m u n i ty a n d  i ts  
effectiveness i n  provid ing education services to  people 
in  our part of the province. 

I cannot stress enough the importance of the principle 
of accountabil ity. The H onourable Min ister of Culture, 
Heritage and Recreation (Mrs. M itchelson) is quite 
prepared to accept accou nta b i l i ty and to accept 
responsibi l ity for what goes on in her department. Over, 
and over, and over again ,  we hear from New Democrats, 
and may I say, especial ly Liberals in this House, that 
they would l ike to see the principle of accountabi l ity 
thrown out the window, and that the Government should 
have no say in the appointment of people to do 
important work. In  other words, they would like to see 
this Government appoint boards and commissions 
which would set out on a phi losophical tr ip which takes 
them down the road toward l iberalism in  this province, 
and the k ind of l i beral ism that they are talk ing about 
is the Trudeau and Chretien l iberalism that the people 
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of Manitoba do not want, and h ave spoken loudly and 
clearly about that and,  at the first opportunity, wil l  speak 
loudly and clearly about that again. 

We k n ow about  the p r i n c i p le of m i n i ster ia l  
responsibi l ity espoused by the  Trudeau Liberals, the 
Trudeau Liberals we wi l l  remem ber, M r. Speaker, the 
Liberals at whose shrine Honourable Members opposite 
worship dai ly. I am tel l ing you I want no part of that 
sorry record of fai lure for my province, in the Province 
of Manitoba. 

The Liberal Members of this House cling to those 
impossible concepts that M r. Trudeau had held for th is 
country, and this country includes the Province of 
Manitoba. Those Honourable Members are strictly out 
of step with mainstream Manitobans, and that includes 
Man itobans who form part of our rich mult icultural 
community. 

My honourable friends-

� Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, p lease. I wou ld 
, remind the H onourable M inister that we are on the 

proposed motion of the Honourable Member for Selkirk 
(Mrs. Charles), which is The Manitoba lntercultural 
Council Amendment Act. I remind the Honourable 
M i nister his comments are not being very relevant. 

Mr. Mccrae: M r. Speaker, I also recognize that the 
debate today is on whether the q uestion should be put,  
and it is to that principle that I am addressing my 
remarks. 

Mr. Speaker: The Bill being debated today is ,  as I 
pointed out, the B i l l  introduced by the Honourable 
M e m ber for Se l k i r k ,  w h i c h  was The M an i t o b a  
l ntercultural Counci l  Amendment Act , and it is to that 
the Honourable Min ister shal l  address his remarks. 

* ( 1 730) 

Mr. Mccrae: I point out to H onourable Members, as 
we discuss Bi l l  1 3 ,  the proposed Manitoba lntercultural 

i. Council Act, that the approach that they are tak ing,  
' the approach of closure, is inappropriate and not 

acceptable to the people of Manitoba. I ,  therefore, 
move, seconded by the Honourable Minister of Culture, 
Heritage and Recreation (Mrs. M itchelson), that the 
debate be now adjourned. 

Mr. Speaker: Moved by? 

Mr. Mccrae: By me, seconded by the Honourable 
Min ister of Culture, Heritage and Recreation (Mrs. 
M itchelson). 
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POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Mem ber for lnkster, on 
a point of order. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (lnkster): M r. S peaker, on a 
point of order, the Attorney General is not entitled to 
adjourn debate on this particular B i l l .  He has already 
spoken, and I would request that the question be called 
i f  no one is wi l l ing to speak on the Bi l l .  

Mr. Speaker: The H onourable Member for l nkster is  
correct. 

The Honourable Min ister of Health .  

Hon.  Donald Orchard ( Minister of H ea l t h ) :  M r. 
Speaker, I would beg to move, seconded by the Minister 
of Culture, Heritage and Recreation (Mrs. M itchelson), 
that debate be adjourned . 

MOTION presented and carried. 

Mr. Mccrae: I move, seconded by the Honourable 
M in ister of Finance (Mr. Manness), that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the H onourable 
Government House Leader-the Honourable Member 
for lnkster, on a point of order. 

Mr. Lamoureux: M r. Speaker, if memory serves me 
correct, if the Attorney General is moving that the 
debate be adjourned or if the House is going to be 
adjourned , then I would suggest you put forward the 
q u est i o n ,  oth erwise the M in ister  needs to have 
consensus to call it six o 'clock. I understand that is 
not what he is trying to do. He wants to have a vote 
on the adjournment of today.- (interjection)- No, I am 
not agreeing to the adjourn. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, p lease. Debate has 
a l ready been adjourned on B i l l  N o .  1 3 , t h e n  the 
Honourable Government House Leader rose to adjourn 
the H ouse. 

I t  has been moved by the Honourable Government 
House Leader, seconded by the Honourable Min ister 
of H ousing (Mr. Ducharme), that this House do now 
adjourn.  (Agreed) 

An Honourable Member: On division . 

Mr. Speaker: Let the record show on d ivision .  

This H ouse is now adjourned and stands adjourned 
until 1 :30 p .m.  tomorrow (Wednesday). 




