
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, May 25, 1989. 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to make a ministerial statement . 
I would like to inform the House that this morning I 
announced the signing of a Joint Venture Agreement 
between Manitoba Housing and Ladco Company Ltd. 

Our agreement is to jointly develop 476 acres of land 
into some 1,900 residential building lots over the next 
10 to 15 years. The land is south of Bishop Grandin 
Blvd., just east of St. Anne 's Road and the Seine River. 
Manitoba Housing and Ladco own adjacent lands there, 
and we have agreed to join our parcels into a large 
subd ivision , thereby allowing the most efficient 
community planning. 

Both parties will share in development costs, 
according to the amount of land each owns. Profits 
will also be shared, with the province expecting to net 
close to $10 million. That is money that will be used 
to support housing programs for all Manitobans. 

We look forward to a very exciting year ahead as 
the development work gets under way, and we look 
forward to the first lots coming onto the market in the 
fall of 1990. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to at this time table a copy 
of the agreement. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, about 
six or seven months ago, we had a management 
consultant's report. One of the recommendations that 
they had considered or had made was the divestiture 
of our land banks. We look forward to finding out what 
the actual policy of this Government is on the divestiture 
of the land -(Interjection)- well , no, I am afraid it is 
more than that. We would like to know in terms of how 
much of the divestiture they are looking at. Are they 
looking at divesting of all the MHRC lands and so forth? 
At this time, I believe we should be having a copy of 
the deal to see what type of things we have given away. 

* (1335) 

Another question would be, has the city been 
consulted on th is matter? I anxiously look forward to 
reading what information the Minister of Housing (Mr. 
Ducharme) will be supplying myself and look forward 
to asking some questions pertaining to the divestiture 
of this land, and would like to see some type of policy 
direction taken by this Government in terms of the 
long-term effects of the d ivestiture of the land-banking 
system. 
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Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): I am afraid I cannot be 
as congratulatory on the announcement as was the 
Member for Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux) because this 
announcement does, in fact, give rise to some very 
serious questions and some very serious concerns on 
the part of the New Democratic Party Opposition , Mr. 
Speaker. We will be asking those questions today and 
in days to come as to the actual cost of this project 
to the Province of Manitoba, as to the risk which the 
Minister has put-

Mr. Ducharme: I will be glad to. 

Mr. Cowan: The Minister says he will be glad to answer 
questions and he will have that opportunity. We will see 
if he is as glad after he has to give the answers, Mr. 
Speaker. 

We will be asking questions about the cost, about 
the risk . We will be asking questions as to why this 
Government has chosen a route of privatization in this 
area, when there are some very crying needs in the 
Inner City. There are some very crying needs in the 
core area. There are some very crying needs in northern 
and rural areas for housing that should be dealt with 
by this Government before it goes about setting up 
lots of this nature, and entering into agreements of this 
nature that will not bring benefit to those most in need. 

Those are the types of questions which have been 
given rise by this announcement. Those are the types 
of questions we will pursue and at the same time, Mr. 
Speaker, we will be advocating on behalf of those 
families who are most in need, who need public housing, 
who need help, who do not need this type of privatization 
that will do them no service at a time when we know 
that the housing market in Manitoba is in a slump since 
this Government took office. 

We know that housing prices are going down instead 
of up. Now we have a glut on the market being created 
because this Government has an ideological bent that 
ignores all the realities of the day, and ignores those 
realities which they themselves have caused because 
of inappropriate housing programs and policies, and 
also ignores the very pressing needs of Manitobans 
who require housing to meet their own personal needs 
and need the help of a caring and compassionate 
Government, not a Government that cares only about 
privatization and their friends. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

BILL NO. 2-THE LANDLORD AND 
TENANT 

AMENDMENT ACT 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster) introduced, by leave, 
Bill No. 2, The Landlord and Tenant Amendment Act; 
Loi mod ifiant la Loi sur le louage d'immeubles. 

MOTION presented. 
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Mr. Lamoureux: M r. Speaker, if I could be g iven a 
couple of minutes, in Septem ber of 1 985, a committee 
was struck to look at and improve The Residential Rent 
Regulations Act and The Landlord and Tenant Act. In 
February of 1 987, after hundreds of hours of work, the 
review committee made some 1 39 recommendations. 
I bel ieve that this report has to be acted u pon and 
taken off the shelf. For this reason,  I wi l l  be putting 
forward a Bil l  that wi l l  address the largest number of 
complaints brought forward to the Rentalsman 's office. 
I look forward to all Parties supporting this amendment. 
Thank you. 

QUESTION put, MOTION carried. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

BILL NO. 17-THE EMPLOYMENT 
STANDARDS AMENDMENT ACT 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson) introduced , by leave, 
B i l l  No. 1 7, The Employment Standards Amendment 
Act; Loi modifiant la Loi sur les normes d 'emploi .  

MOTION presented. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Ashton: M r. Speaker, as is permitted under our 
rules, I would  like to provide a brief explanation to 
Members. Last year I introduced a B i l l  on behalf of the 
NOP Caucus which pointed to the need for greater 
protection for laid-off workers, workers affected by 
major layoffs and plant closures. 

I pointed out at the time that there was a worsening 
economic situation in  Manitoba and I point to the fact 
that has since been proven over the last several months 
where we now find that here in Winn ipeg, for example, 
we have very close to the same rate of unemployment 
as St. John's ,  Newfoundland.  I pointed out at the t ime, 
as well ,  that there wil l  be need for this type of legislation 
because of the impact of free trade. 

In the first few months that we have had free trade, 
M r. Speaker, we have had cont inuing layoffs, major 
layoffs and  p lant  c losures,  i n c l u d i n g  r ight  here i n  
Manitoba. 

This Bil l  wi l l  provide for extended layoff notice. It wil l 
provide for severance pay in  statute for the fi rst time. 
This Bil l  wi l l  provide for job search leave and an 
opportunity for the employees to buy the plant. It is 
part of the NDP's commitment to raise issues of concern 
to workingmen and women and their fami l ies, and I 
would hope that in this Session of the Legislature, unlike 
the last one, both the Tories and the Liberals who both 
opposed this Bill last time will recognize that it is needed 
for workers in Manitoba, needed as soon as possible. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Ashton: What about you guys, why do you not 
support it? 
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An Honourable Member: T hey do not care about 
workers. 

Mr. Ashton: You guys are the same as they are on 
this B i l l .  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. 

An Honourable Member: I th ink you have got a little 
squabble in  the family, who is going to be the head of 
the household. 

QUESTION put, MOTION carried. 

Mr. Speaker: Prior to the start of oral questions, may 
I d i rect Honourable Members' attention to the gallery 
where we have from the Country View School - I  would 
l ike to apologize. 

BILL NO. 18-THE OZONE LAYER 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. Harry Harapiak (The Pas) i ntroduced , by leave, 
Bi l l  No. 1 8 ,  The Ozone Layer Protection Act; Loi sur 
la protection de la couche d 'ozone. 

MOTION presented. 

Mr. Harapiak: M r. Speaker, as al lowed by the rules, 
I would  like to make a few comments about this Bi l l .  

A few years ago,  the Brundtland Commission had 
set out a goal for reduction of CFC use. But since that 
t ime, there is i nformation that has come forward from 
the scientific community which shows that the depletion 
of the ozone layer has been much greater than what 
they fi rst suspected . So it is now necessary to el im inate 
the use of CFCs. 

The Ontario Government, had last year passed a B i l l  
i n  the ir  House which el iminates the use of  CFCs, and 
I th ink that we have to start looking beyond our own 
community and being concerned about what we can 
do. It is a g lobal issue but each one of us can d o  
something about t h e  reduction o f  t h e  use o f  CFCs. I 
bel ieve that Governments of all levels must put research 
d o l l ars in p l ace wh ich  wou l d  put do l l ars towards 
researching material that can be used to replace CFCs, 
so I would urge al l  Members of the House to support 
this because I th ink it is  an issue that faces not only 
us as M anitobans and Canadians but the entire world .  
I would urge al l  Members o f  the House t o  support this 
Bi l l .  

QUESTION put, MOTION carried. 

* ( 1 345) 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral questions, may I d irect the 
Honourable Mem bers' attention to the public gal lery 
where we have from the Country View School seventeen 
students from G rades .6 to 9 under the d irection of 
Brian Reimer. This school is located in the constituency 
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of the Honourable Member for La Verendrye (Mr. 
Pankratz). 

We also have in the gallery from the R. D. Parker 
Collegiate twenty-two Grades 10 and 11 students under 
the direction of Linda Bass. This school is located in 
the constituency of the Honourable for Thompson (Mr. 
Ashton). 

Also with us this afternoon in the gallery we have 
from the Baldur School and exchange students from 
Quebec, fifty Grades 10, 11 and 12 students under the 
direction Mrs. Anne Hanks. This school is located in 
the constituency of the Speaker. 

On behalf of all Honourable Members, we welcome 
you here this afternoon . 

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

CSIS Agreement 
Records Security 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
My question is to the Minister of Justice (Mr. McCrae). 
It is the Minister 's job to protect Manitobans' privacy, 
particularly in information which he authorizes to leave 
this province but, Mr. Speaker, in the past he has said 
no, we can provide that information to CSIS, we have 
trust in CSIS. 

The committee responsible for reviewing CSIS does 
not have the same level of confidence in their activities. 
They say in their annual report that CSIS cannot fully 
account for where information gathered is going, 
information gathered under an already weak agreement 
signed by this Minister. 

Given this direct indictment by the Security 
Intelligence Review Committee on the activities of CSIS, 
will this Minister stand up to his federal cousins and 
suspend this agreement until he has guarantees that 
CSIS can account for where the information goes? 

Hon. James Mccrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): It is easy to tell, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Honourable Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) 
is picking up where she left off last Session and really 
has nothing new to raise in this House at this time. 

The fact is, the Leader of the Opposition is the person 
who refuses to stand up and protect the safety of 
Manitobans and Canadians from the activities of 
terrorists and others who would do harm to our national 
security. 

Renegotiation 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
What a blatant example of an unwillingness to stand 
up for the privacy rights of Manitobans. The annual 
report says CSIS needs to be more attentive, in general, 
to keeping records of its activities for the sake of its 
own monitoring as well as ours. We wish to see a specific 
policy with guidelines and auditing procedures 
developed for the release of any information on a 
Canadian citizen. Why is this Minister unwilling to 
renegotiate a bad agreement? 
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Hon. James Mccrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): The agreement is a good agreement. The 
agreement is there to protect the interests and the 
privacy of Manitobans. Why would I want to open up 
a good agreement? The answer is, I would not want 
to open up a good agreement and make changes to 
it. 

Records Security 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
They speak about being open and accountable. CSIS, 
by its own monitoring procedure, says it is not 
accountable. It is not accountable to anybody. Will this 
Minister undertake to contact the Solicitor General and 
request a full and complete report to this Minister of 
Justice (Mr. McCrae) as to exactly how information will 
be handled when it is received from Manitoba? 

* (1350) 

Hon. James Mccrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): We are monitoring the requests coming 
through to our Government from the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service. There has been no indication there 
is any need for me to be in contact with my federal 
colleague. 

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. 
Carstairs) says I should stand up to the federal 
Government on this issue. I am quite prepared to stand 
up to the federal Government on issues where people's 
protection is at stake. Exactly what we did was to sign 
an agreement to protect the privacy and to protect the 
rights of Manitobans. 

Mrs. Carstairs: With shades of Rafferty-Alameda, do 
not believe it until it hits you flat in the face. 

Manitoba Data Services 
Divestiture 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
With a new question to the Minister of Finance (Mr. 
Manness), the Minister of Finance has indicated they 
are contemplating the possible sale of Manitoba Data 
Services. Can the Minister inform us today if he has 
received offers or are they prepared to receive offers 
as of this day on MDS? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): Mr. 
Speaker, let me say for the record as I have previously, 
the Province of Manitoba has received an unsolicited 
offer of purchase for MOS. It is one of the reasons why 
the Government made the policy decision to consider 
the possible divestiture, possible divestiture, and I say 
that twice, of MDS. 

Mrs. Carstairs: Obviously everything is up for sale in 
the Province of Manitoba if all it takes is an offer. 

Confidentiality Guidelines 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
My supplementary question to the Minister of Finance 
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(Mr. Manness), in light of the fact that they have received 
an offer,. wi l l  th is M inister today table g uidel ines on 
confidential ity that must be met by any prospective 
purchaser of M OS? 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): I w i l l  
not  table those guidel ines today. As I ind icated in  
Question Period the other day, those guidel ines are 
being developed. Indeed they wi l l  be ful ly made publ ic 
when they are fu l ly developed. 

Mrs. Carstairs: With a f inal supplementary to the 
M i nister of Finance (Mr. Manness), wi l l  he assure this 
House that those guidel ines wi l l  be tabled i n  this House 
pr ior  to  the  s ignature upon  any M e moran d u m  of 
Understanding or agreement on the sale for M OS? 

Mr. Manness: M r. Speaker, t h i s  i s  an  open 
Government.- ( Interjection)- O bviously, Members of  the 
Oppos i t ion  agree with t h at statement .  Those are 
precondit ions of sale which wil l  be made public to the 
shareholders, i .e. ,  the taxpayers who own MOS. It is 
their right to know what the condit ions of sale are. 

Mrs. Carstairs: Before you sell i t? 

Mr. Manness: Of course. 

Health Care 
Funding 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the. Second Opposition): 
We have said consistently that the health care system 
is in a state of administrative chaos. We have situations 
where we have a combination of protests outside of 
this bui ld ing,  contrary to the predictions of partnership  
i n  the health care system, and another situation where 
administrators across the province are afraid to deal 
with many of the health care decisions because they 
do not know the d i rection and the decisions of this 
Government. 

My q uestion is  to the Premier (Mr. Fi lmon). Can he 
please tell us today when or if we cari have a final 
decision on the approval for Klinic, the Health Action 
Centre ,  Concord ia  Hos p i t a l , Grace Hosp i t a l ,  t h e  
Municipal Hospitals, t h e  northern faci l ities a n d  the 
fun d i n g  dec is ions t hat are awai t ing  some k i n d  of 
leadersh ip  in the form of th is Government, in  terms of 
the health care system that affects every Manitoban 
in this province? 

Hon. Gary. Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the Member 
knows full well that we are ful ly committed to providing 
the best possible health care system that this province 
can afford. We did so last year with the Budget increase 
of over 9 percent in our health care expenditures. We 
wil l  continue to provide the innovative and the complete 
and thorough responses to the the health care needs 
of Manitobans as long as we are in Government, and 
that wi l l  be for many, many years to come. 

The Member knows ful l  well that information such 
as he has requested is provided when the capital 
program of MHSC and the Department of Health are 
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tabled in this H ouse. When that happens, the M inister 
of Health (Mr. Orchard) wi l l  be ful ly prepared to answer 
all of h is questions about the capital programs and the 
budgetary commitments that we wil l  be making to the 
many faci l ities that require expansion, adjustment and 
improvements, new construction, al l those th ings that 
were neglected during the N O P  term in Government, 
because they did not tel l the people of Manitoba that 
they had frozen al l  capital construction in this province 
for almost a year before they were defeated. As a result, 
al l  the many requirements that he named are begging 
for attention, begging for assistance, begging for capital 
improvements, and we will get around to it as soon as 
we are able to and in a very prepared manner and i n  
a very log ical sequence o f  events that w i l l  b e  presented 
as part of the budgetary process of this province. 

• ( 1 355) 

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, we have a state of administrative 
chaos in the health care system, and this Premier (Mr. 
Fi lmon) is neglecting it .  I wi l l  table a document today 
in this Chamber, and it is deal ing with the budget of 
the Health Sciences Centre. It is not the 9 percent that 
was in the former NOP budget on health care. I t  says 
on the top of the document a d istribution of any 
adequate available funds for the '89-90 year. It i l lustrates 
an $8 mi l l ion shortfal l in . the health care faci l ity, and 
that is just one of hundreds of examples in the health 
care system where your indecisive Government is ki l l ing 
our health care system in  terms of the people of 
Manitoba. 

My question to the Premier is, when are we going 
to get the decisions out of this Government on al l  the 
programs that I have outl ined, and when are we going 
to get decisions on the funding for our health care 
faci l ities that are labelled as i nadequate for the 1 989-
90 year with this Government below the rate of inflation, 
below the rate of patient care, below the rate of 
standards for Manitobans.? When are we going to get 
decisions from this Government? 

Mr. Filmon: M r. Speaker, the Member for Concordia 
(Mr. Doer) was so excited.with his rhetoric that he forgot 
to ask the q uestion. I am glad that he finally has a 
q uestion there, but I wi l l  remind h im that throughout 
the term of the NOP Government, the six-and-a-half 
years of chaos and hardship in  this province, not only 
did virtually every major hospital in  this city, i n  this 
province run up a deficit year after year after year, but 
after many, many years of deficits they came u p  with 
a br i l l iant plan that they would no longer fund deficits. 
So they forced hospitals to make all sorts of decisions 
to try and cut back because they refused absolutely 
to cover any deficits. 

We will continue to operate in  good faith, working 
with all of our health care providers who are very 
dedicated in this province- hospitals that are doing 
an excellent job in caring for people. Mr. Speaker, I 
h ave had some personal  exper ience w i t h  t h ose 
hospitals. I know of the care and the love and the 
attention that people get when they go into institutions 
l ike the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg. We wi l l  
continue t o  provide for their needs, a n d  a l l  o f  that 
information, as I said in response to his first question, 
wi l l  be provided as part of the budgetary process when 
the Estimates of Expenditure are tabled in  this House. 
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Health Minister 
Accountability 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition): 
M r. Speaker, the Premier (Mr. Filmon) is not holding 
his M i nister of Health (Mr. Orchard ) accountable. The 
Premier has al lowed the Minister of Health eight months 
to establ ish a Health Advisory Task Force that he 
promised to the people of Manitoba. The Minister of 
Health has promised to del iver on those decisions that 
Manitobans have been awaiting for months with in  four 
to six months. We sti l l  have not received the decisions 
of that Health Advisory Task Force. Many faci l ities, many 
programs, many health care admin istrators, many 
health  care professionals are awaiting the decisions. 
I ask the Premier (Mr. Filmon), when is he going to hold 
the M i nister of Health (Mr. Orchard) accountable in  his 
Government  a n d  come t h ro u g h  w i th  the needed 
d eci s i o n s  in  our health care system , as i s  h i s  
responsib i l ity in  charge o f  this Government? 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

• ( 1 400) 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, I assume, 
since unl imited p reambles are al lowed on second and 
third questions in the House, that I wi l l  have un l imited 
time to answer that question.  The fact of the matter 
is that this G overnment is  held accountable every day 
that i t  is  i n  office. This Min ister of Health ( M r. Orchard) 
is held accountable every d ay that we are i n  office and 
every day that he is here. I f  the Member for Concordia 
(Mr. Doer) is afraid to ask the question of the M inister 
of Health (Mr. Orchard) and has to try and make some 
grandstanding by asking the question of the Premier 
on health care, I will tell h i m  that we stand by al l  of 
the in it iatives that we take, all of the decisions we take, 
and we will be accountable to the people of Manitoba. 
They wil l  not be very impressed with h is  rhetoric after 
six-and-a-half years of doing nothing. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Doer: M r. Speaker, i n  six-and-a-half years, we d id  
not  have 500 nurses out  front of th is  bu i ld ing talking 
about the lack of partnersh ip  i n  the health care system. 

Health Advisory Network 
Concordia Hospital 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition): 
My final question to the Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) in his 
capacity as leading this Government, M r. Orchard on 
September 29 stated that the Health Advisory Network 
woul d  report in six months deal ing with the Concordia 
Hospital .  Why has it taken almost 1 0  months, and when 
can we finally expect some decisions on al l  the health 
care i n i t iat ives t h at h ave been p r o m i sed by t h i s  
Government to have decisions long ago? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): We are back to the same 
question he asked in q uest ion one, and I repeat to h im 
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that when the Estimates of Expenditure are tabled in  
this House it wi l l  have with it a capital budget for the 
construction plans of the Manitoba Health Services 
Commission.  He can then ask his questions of the 
Min ister of Health (Mr. Orchard), as he should properly 
do.  

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Children's Hospital 
Staff Shortages 

Mr. Guizar Cheema (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, my 
q uestion is  for the Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard). 
The Throne Speech indicated that the Health Sciences 
Centre wil l  be upgraded to become the world's leading 
surg ical educational services centre. The Chi ldren's 
H ospital is a part of this supposed to be world's best 
centre and that hospital is losing seven specialists in 
various categories. They are in oncology, nephrology, 
orthopedic surgery, pediatric surgery, neurology and 
respirology. Can the M inister of Health (Mr. Orchard) 
tel l us what will be the impact of the loss of these 
professionals on the care of the chi ldren of Manitoba? 

Hon.  Donald Orchard ( M inister of Health) :  Mr . 
S peaker, I very much appreciate receiving questions 
on the Department of Health and not the inabi lity to 
pose q ue st ions  that  t h e  Leader of  t h e  Secon d 
Opposition (Mr. Doer) has demonstrated here today. 

I n  the pediatric sub-special ist i n  train ing,  there is a 
North American as wel l  as a Canadian shortage of 
t ra i ned spec ia l ists .  I n  Wi n n ipeg at the C h i l d ren's 
H ospital , we have some of the finest individuals in  those 
pediatric sub-specialists, such fine individuals that a 
number of the seven who he has alluded to have 
assumed head of department status in other provinces 
and other institutions, a record of excellence that we 
have developed in Manitoba. In their professional career 
paths, a number of them have chosen-and it is not 
a monetary reason in a number of these instances. It 
is  an advancement of their careers, to head oncology 
for instance in Saskatoon ,  to head other departments 
in Toronto. One of those specialists even decided to 
change careers completely and is now an MP for North 
Winn ipeg. 

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Speaker, the M i nister has fai led to 
u nderstand the question.  There are seven people who 
are leaving and we are sti l l  short, the psychiatrists are 
short, the pediatricians will be short, and the training 
program is  already under survey in  Manitoba. Mr. 
S peaker, my question is, can the M inister of Health tell 
us what steps he has taken to correct the academic 
b rain d rain from Manitoba? 

Mr. Orchard: You know, M r. Speaker, I cannot force 
a sub-special ist who is very, very competent in their 
d i sc i p l i n e  from accept ing  a promot ion  to the i r  
professional career out  of  province, particularly when 
in a number of instances it  was not monetary drive 
that caused them to make that decision,  it was an 
advancement to their career. 

N ow, M r. Speaker, throughout N orth America we are 
going to experience, in the sub-specialties of pediatric 
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medicine, raid ing by other provinces and indeed by 
institutions in the United States. My honourable friend 
has indicated where seven specialists have been enticed 
out of the province, but he fai ls to also at the same 
time indicate that at St Boniface we have enticed to 
Manitoba from Ottawa a Head of Ped iatrics who is 
going to be dearly missed in Ottawa. 

That is an ebb and flow of professional expertise 
which happens to be in short supply. We will make our 
recruitment efforts successfu l ,  as we have in  the past 
I cannot stand in the way, although I regret the loss 
to  M a n i t o b a  of t hose spec i a l is ts  w h o  are very 
expertised, but when they have the opportunity to 
advance t h e i r  careers a n d  become heads of 
departments i n  other institut ions i n  other provinces, 
surely my honourable friend is not saying we should 
prevent them from doing that. 

Health Care 
Education 

Mr. Guizar Cheema (Kildonan): M r. Speaker, my 
question is  for the M inister of Education ( M r. Derkach). 
We have a general decl ine in  the train ing of specialties 
in Manitoba. The number of post-graduate train ing has 
decreased by 20 percent for the last two years. What 
step has this M inister taken for the last one year to 
correct this error of erosion in the health care education 
system of Manitoba? Does he k now what is happening? 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. The Honourable M inister 
of Education.  

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education): Thank 
you very much, M r. Speaker. O bviously the Member 
does not know that the education of post-secondary 
people, especially at the u niversities, is largely in the 
h a n d s  of a n  a u t o n o m o u s  b o d y  at each of the  
u niversities, and  certainly they determine the  course 
and the kinds of programs that are going to be provided 
at the universities. 

That d oes not say, M r. Speaker, that we do not 
participate in a lot of dialogue with the universities 
through the U niversities G rants Commission. I th ink an 
example of the support of this Government toward 
university education was made when we announced 
the u niversity funding for th is year, and that level of 
funding has surpassed the last several years of funding 
to the un iversities at a level of 7 percent. 

Winnserv Inc. 
Staffing 

Hon. Charlotte Oleson (Minister of Family Services): 
Yesterday I took as notice a question by the Member 
for El l ice (Ms. G ray) respecting adjustments to the 
Department of Family Services' universal base funding 
to community residences serving mentally handicapped 
adults. During the last quarter of 1 988-89, the u niversal 
base o perat i n g  rate was ad justed to reflect 
requ i rements of the labour regulations and to provide 
a 4 percent price increase on operational expenses. 
These rate adjustments were provided retroactively to 
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Apri l  1 ,  1988, and resulted in an increase to 90 percent 
of all the residences, which amounted to $ 1 .2 mi l l ion 
across the community residences. It resolved the critical 
financial position of many of those residences. Some 
of them, a few of them, incurred a loss because of this, 
because they had incurred surpluses over a period of 
time. 

Winnserv was not one of those that had had a surplus. 
It was not affected by this. It d id not receive a decrease; 
in fact, it received an i ncrease. We did not reduce staff 
or staff ratios at Winnserv. 

N ow, the Member for El l ice (Ms. Gray) was referring 
to a letter to me from the organization, Winnserv 
organization, which has 12 community residences and 
I would like to note that all the 12 residences run by 
Winnserv received rate increases under this new basic 
operational rate which amounted to $ 1 49,000.00. 

I would also note that addit ional care and support 
was given to them as wel l ,  and my staff continued to 
negotiate with that organ izat ion .  They h ave some 
d ifficult ies, and my staff cont inued to negotiate with 
them to overcome their d ifficulties and have them 
operate as other institutions do. We are st i l l  remain ing 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member 
for El l ice. 

Ms. Avis Gray (Ellice): Thank you very much, M r. 
Speaker, and we thank the Min ister of Family Services 
for her answer. In fact, the communication with Winnserv 
was so good , that is why they felt it necessary to come 
to the Liberal Party and raise their concerns because 
they were not getting any answers from the Min ister. 

The p rev ious  N D P  G overnment  c reated an  
admin istrative nightmare i n  Winn ipeg region when they 
totally d ismantled the Health and Community Services 
region. I find his questions on administrative chaos very 
interesting. There is a chaos and a reduction in services 
to the community, and we had a campaign p romise 
from this now Tory Government to rectify this intolerable 
situat ion,  to restore services to the publ ic and to 
eventually save taxpayers money. 

* ( 1 4 1 0) 

Health Care 
Administration 

Ms. Avis Gray (Ellice): My question is to the M inister 
of Health ( M r. Orchard). The Min ister has had over one 
year to rectify this situation, to restore organization to 
Wi n n i peg reg i o n .  Why has t he M i n ister not  
accompl ished th is  task? 

Hon.  Donald Orchard ( M i n ister of Health ) :  M r. 
Speaker, it is with pleasure that I respond to this 
question about admin istrative chaos in  the Winn ipeg 
region because my honourable friend ,  the Leader of 
the New Democratics (Mr. Doer), is very fl ippant in his 
comments  about a d m i n i st rat ive chaos in t he 
Department of Health. 
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I want to tell you, M r. Speaker, that in Winnipeg region 
I asked his Opposition critic two-and-a-half years ago 
of the then M inister of Health as to why he was 
a m a l g a m at i n g  Wi n n i peg reg i o n  i n t o - o r  he was 
d i vest i n g  i t  i n to  th ree reg ions .  The then M i n ister, 
because of administrative chaos, d id  not even know 
that process was going on. 

N ow, I tel l you that we have inherited the three 
regions. We have a number of grievances filed by staff 
which were affected through red circl ing and other 
un i lateral decisions by that d ivestiture of the Winn ipeg 
region i nto three separate regions. 

We h ave been w o r k i n g  very caref u l l y  with t h e  
Department  of  C o m m u n i ty  Services,  now Fam i l y  
Services, in  terms o f  bringing together a n  administrative 
structure which wi l l  be effective in terms of provid ing 
qual ity service del ivery i n  Winn ipeg. The process is  
nearing completion. It  took 1 2  months to do adequate 
d iscussion with staff to make sure the right corrective 
procedures were put in place, and I th ink that my 
honourable friend wi l l  be pleased with the solution. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Ell ice, with 
a supplementary q uestion. 

Ms. Gray: M r. Speaker, with a supplementary question 
to the same M i nister, the Minister has ind icated that,  
i n  fact, there are g rievances f i led by 50 percent of the 
m a nagers in Wi n n i peg reg i o n ,  not because of 
reclassification but because of a review which was 
ordered by his administration. Over 50 percent of the 
managers have filed g rievances. 

Can the M i nister indicate to us-he has done the 
impossible. N o  one thought it possible that what the 
NOP did could actually become worse in  Winn ipeg 
reg i o n  which services over ha l f  the popu latio n  i n  
M a n i t o b a . - ( I n terjec t i o n )- You h ave ach i eved t h e  
impossible. The situation has festered , i t  i s  worse. We 
have total chaos, total inaction. 

My question to the M i nister is,  can he indicate to us 
what leadershi p  he has provided with the Department 
of Health to rectify this situation,  because cl ients are 
not receiving service because of his lack of leadership? 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. There is a question there. 
The Honourable M inister of Health.  

Mr. Orchard: M r. Speaker, now we have got the 
ult imate. We have got really the ult imate. The chaos 
that was created by the NOP two-and-a-half years ago 
is now al leged to be worse today than it was a year 
ago. That is absolutely false, Mr. Speaker. It is absolutely 
false because that Member has no longer been part 
of the management team for the past year. 

Ms. Gray: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for El l ice ( Ms. 
G ray) on a point of order. 

Ms. Gray: I take exception to the Minister's comments. 
I would be very glad to have a review of al l  the staff 
who worked for me when I worked for the Department 
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of Health and Community Services as to the type of 
manager that I -

Mr. S peaker:  Ord er, p l ease; order, p l ease. The 
Honourable Member does not have a point of order. 
A dispute over the facts is not a point of order. The 
Honourable Member for El l ice (Ms. Gray) with a final 
supplementary. 

Services Delivery 

Ms. Avis Gray (Ellice): A supplementary to the Minister 
of Health (Mr. Orchard), can the Minister indicate to 
us what specific steps he is taking to put Winn ipeg 
regions back into order so that we have effective service 
delivery and we do not have a waste and squandering 
of money? What is the Minister of Health doing i n  this 
regard? 

Hon.  Donald Orchard ( M i n i ster of H ealth) :  M r. 
Speaker, I can provide those details to my honourable 
friend .  

Ladco Land Development Deal 
Cost Factor 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): My question is to the 
Min ister of H ousing (Mr. Ducharme) and follows upon 
his announcement earlier today. Can the M i n i ster 
indicate how much money the provincial Government 
is going to invest in  this project over the course of the 
l ifetime of the project, how much the province intends 
or  anticipates a return on that investment, and how 
long it wi l l  take before the return on the investment 
starts to create surplus revenues for the province based 
on their i n itial i nvestment? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): I t  is 
funny, M r. Speaker. The critic, f irst of all , if he looks 
through the agreement he wil l  see that the province 
over the first five or six years gets the multiple of money 
to recover its costs. That cost had been accum ulat ing 
over those years. The maximum amount the province 
wi l l  have to guarantee at any one time wi l l  be $2 mi l l ion .  
The reason for that is, as anybody who knows anything 
a b o u t  the d evel opment  b u s iness w i l l  k n ow t hat 
d evelo p ment  goes in p h ases. As each phase 
accumulates and as the expenses occur and as we 
receive profits, then you pay for the next phase. 

Our anticipated amount of profit i n  this particular 
venture over the next 1 0  to 15 years, depending on 
marketabi l ity, would be approximately $9. 7 m i l l ion in  
net  and probably around $ 1 3  mi l l ion to $14  mi l l ion in  
g ross. The real problem is that i f  he  looks at it ,  the 
p resent market value of this particular piece of land 
is $3.5 mi l l ion i f  we sold it today. So un l ike the previous 
G overnment, we decided we woul d  not sit on this lan d .  
We decided w e  w i l l  make some profits a n d  p u t  it back 
in the coffers of the taxpayers. 

Mr. Cowan: M r. Speaker, whether or not this project 
wi l l  make profits remains yet to be seen. 
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Housing Market 
Declining Demand 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): I woul d  ask the M i nister 
if he can reconci le the statement in the Peat M arwick 
Report which was done in the Department of Housing, 
which says that the overall housing market for the next 
little while will remain essential ly flat and I quote, 
"essentially flat if not declin ing overal l  demand for new 
housing in Manitoba. " Why is the Government going 
i nto a project of this nature at a t ime when h is own 
consultants are tel l ing him t here is  a flat if not decl in ing 
demand, when he could be taking that money and 
investing it i n  inf i l l  housing, i nvesting it i n  publ ic sector 
housing, investing it i n  northern housing, i nvesting it 
i n  social projects that would benefit those most in  need, 
rather than investing it i n  a commercial activity of this 
sort when there is no need? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): M r. 
Speaker, it is ludicrous for the ind ividual from Churchi l l  
to get u p  and say after al l  these years in  the House, 
that particular New Democratic Party has always been 
complaining about developers making profits. Now he 
says, wi l l  there be a profit? Which side is he coming 
from? I cannot understand it .  

He also mentions the Peat M arwick Report . If he 
reads that report, it does make an exception to this 
part of the land bank. It says of al l  your lands you are 
going to get rid of or you are going to put on the market 
over a period of the next several years, they made an 
exception to this piece of property. That is exactly what 
we have done. We started this procedure long before 
the Peat M arwick Report, and our procedure was also 
recommended by that part icular Peat M arwick Report. 

Mr. Cowan: I f  the M i nister woul d  read the full quote 
from the Peat Marwick Report on this property and I 
wi l l  do that, he woul d  understand that they have failed 
to l ive up to the recommendations of the Peat M arwick 
Report .  They have so ld  out t h e  province on t h i s  
particular giveaway, M r. S peaker. 

What the report says: "The major exceptions to this 
general d ivestiture thrust would  be M H RC land holdings 
in  south St. Boniface, central St. Boniface and Winnipeg 
core area. In these cases, significant opportunities exist 
for the department to develop publ ic-private sector 
partnerships to advance the twin goals of increased 
access to affor d a b l e  h o u s i n g  i n  u r b a n  a n d  
neigh bourhood revitalizat ion . "  We see nothing in  this 
agreement, nothing in  this contract except for one very 
vague statement. That second goal which is-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please. 

• ( 1 420) 

Housing Programs 
Initiatives 

Mr. Speaker: Would the H onourable Member k ind ly 
put h is question now? 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): Where in  this contract , 
which is the guid ing framework for this deal, is there 
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any mention of the second goal of secure treatment 
of those ind ividuals who need housing, the second goal 
of affordable housing for those who are in  need ? M r. 
Speaker, if y ou read through the document, you wi l l  
f i n d  t hat nowhere in the  d oc umen t  i s  t here any 
guarantee that wi l l  be followed. I am asking the Minister 
if there is a side agreement, if there is any other sort 
of agreement that would identify that second goal , which 
is so sorely m issing from their negotiat ion? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Housing): M r. 
Speaker, al l  of a sudden the province has gone i nto a 
joint arrangement with the private developers, which 
was recommended in  the Peat Marwick study. I t  also 
said to d ispose of surplus land .  How come al l  of a 
sudden is it a shame to now put that money back i nto 
the taxpayers' pockets ,  u n l i k e  the prev ious  
admin istration who sat on th is  land  and  missed the 
peak period of the market situation, who d id not have 
the credib i l ity to do so and they failed to meet that? 

To the Member on the other side of the House for 
Church i l l ,  M r. Speaker, what is the difference between 
us going into a joint venture with a developer to make 
money than them to be or ourselves being in the l iquor 
business? I cannot believe you people. 

Drought Assistance 
Federal Funding 

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): I th ink it is clear even 
to a casual  o bserver t h at c o m m u n icat i o n  a n d  
cooperation has broken down between the federal 
Government and this unholy al l iance between the Tories 
and the socialists that is now trying to operate this 
province. M r. Speaker, that is unfortunate, but it is 
criminal when you have a situation where there are 
victims and the victims of that are the farmers of western 
Canada. 

My question is to the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. 
F indlay). When Charlie Mayer was polit icking before 
the federal elect ion,  he indicated there would be $850 
mi l l ion made avai lable for a d isaster fund .  The leaky 
Budget which just came out of Ottawa recently said 
there was $425 mi l l ion.  

My question is to the Minister of Agriculture: who 
is going to pick u p  that difference? Is Manitoba going 
to be sucked i nto that or are the farmers the ones who 
are going to have to suffer? 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, p lease. 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): Mr . 
S peaker, on N ovem ber  1 0  of 1 98 8 ,  the federal  
Government simultaneously made the announcement 
in  four different provinces that $850 mi l l ion would be 
made available for a Canadian Crop Drought Assistance 
Program. S ince then their Budget has come out and, 
as the Member has noted on the particular l i ne, $425 
m i lli o n  has been a n n ou n ced. H ow the federa l  
Government  p lans t o  f u n d  the rest  of  that  
announcement is up to them, and a l l  provinces are 
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expecting them to fulfi l l  their commitment of $850 
mi l l ion to the d rought-stressed farmers of western 
Canada, particularly those in Manitoba. 

Provincial Contribution 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry, 
with a supplementary question. 

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): My question sti l l  stands, 
M r. Speaker. Is  the Minister tel l ing us that the Province 
of Manitoba is going to stick with its conviction and 
not provide that shortfal l? I n  addition to that, can he 
confirm today that farmers can sti l l  expect to get the 
$40 or $45 an acre that was announced by Charlie 
M ayer? 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): M r. 
Speaker, there have been a number of elements of 
d iscussion between the federal Government and the 
provinces and between the different provinces. We have 
been of the opinion that we need an adequate program 
in place to deal with future d roughts, and on that basis 
we want an improved crop i nsurance p rogram. We are 
prepared to help fund that crop insurance program i n  
terms o f  helping farmers pay premiums b u t  w e  are 
unable at this time to help to pay the d rought payment 
program that the federal Government announced for 
1 988.  

Interlake Compensation 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry 
( Laurie Evans), with a final supplementary question . 

Mr. Laurie Evans (Fort Garry): M r. S peaker, I certainly 
support the M i nister's stand on taking a tough stand 
with Ottawa on this. I think it is critical that Ottawa be 
forced to come u p  with the bucks that they say they 
are going to provide. My supplementary to the same 
Min ister is,  what is  happening to the compensation to 
the farmers in  the Interlake? It is  almost five years n ow 
and every Tory i n  t h i s  p rov i nce h as p r o m i sed 
com pensat ion . I s  somebody g o i n g  to provide i t  
eventually? 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): M r. 
Speaker, t here h as been cons iderab le d iscuss i o n  
between the farmers o f  the Interlake involving Keystone 
A g r i c u l t u ra l  P r o d u cers w i th  u s ,  w i t h  t h e  federa l  
Government. That agreement is i n  place. We are waiting 
for the federal signature on the agreement to forward 
it to us. 

It  is in  that posit ion of we are wait ing for the federal 
Government to forward the signed agreement to us at 
this t ime, and I can tell the Member that the p revious 
Government chose not to act on i t .  That is why there 
was the delay of the first four years. We have been 
acting on it  and have the agreement in p lace. We are 
prepared to fulfi l! our part of that agreement. 

98 

Manitoba HydroBonds 
Status Report 

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Minnedosa): My question 
is to the Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness). Mr. Speaker, 
there has been a tremendous amount of interest in my 
constituency and I bel ieve in all of Manitoba in the new 
HydroBonds. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Gilleshammer: Could the Minister of Finance (Mr. 
Manness) give us a status report on this new in it iative? 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease; order, please. 

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): M r. 
Speaker and Members of the H ouse, I am del ighted 
with the question. I can tell that Members of the House 
are as delighted with the question as I am. Manitobans 
have rushed to demonstrate their pride within their 
prov ince,  i nd eed the conf idence w it h i n  t h e i r  
Government, b y  purchasing $80 mi l l ion a s  o f  Tuesday. 
That was three business days after the announcement 
was made. It  is obvious that Manitobans today want 
an opportunity to invest within their province when it 
is  wel l  managed . 

Fort Garry Casino 
Gaming/Security System 

Ms. Maureen Hemphill (Logan): My question is for 
the  M i n ister  respo n s i b l e  for M a n i t o b a  Lotter ies 
Fou ndat ion  ( M rs .  M itche lson) ,  and  concerns the 
establ ishment of a year-round casino to be run out of 
the Fort Garry Hotel in Winnipeg. Supposedly this is  
to increase revenues for the Lotteries Foundation and 
to increase the amount of money that is going to the 
organizations that it funds by making the casino a major 
tourist attraction. 

Can the M i nister tel l  the H ouse what type of a gaming 
and security system the new casino at the Fort Garry 
H otel wi l l  have and what criteria and investigation was 
done to make that decision? 

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister responsible for The 
Manitoba Lotteries Foundation Act): I wi l l  be pleased 
to answer that question for the Member for Logan (Ms.  
Hemphi l l )  and , un l ike the Liberals who have been on 
both sides of the casino issue, I know that the questions 
that are being asked right now are questions that 
warrant clear answers. 

Mr. Speaker, the very best of security systems wi l l  
be put in  place at the casino at the Fort Garry Hotel 
because we want to assure that those who are visit ing 
our province to play at the casino, those who are coming 
from outs ide  of Wi n n i peg and t hose from w it h i n  
Winn ipeg who are going t o  b e  going t o  the casino at 
the Fort Garry Hotel will have the assurance that security 
wi l l  be in  p lace for them. 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Speaker: The time for oral questions has expired. 
Order, please; order, p lease. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

Mr. Speaker: On the adjourned debate of the Throne 
S peech, on the proposed motion of the Honourable 
Leader of  the O p posit i o n  ( M rs .  Carsta i rs ) ,  t h e  
a m e n d m e n t  thereto,  stand i ng i n  the name of the  
Honourable M inister of  Justice ( M r. Mccrae) who has 
28 minutes remain ing.  

* ( 1 430) 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General): Mr. Speaker, the Speech from the Throne 
del ivered by His Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor (Mr. 
Johnson), on Thursday, the 1 8th day of M ay, was a 
statement of the way th ings are today in Manitoba, the 
way things wi l l  be in  Manitoba, and this Government's 
vision of the future of Manitoba for the '90s and beyond. 
I th ink it is  an excellent summing u p  of the hopes and 
the aspirations of the people of this province and 
represents very well  the wishes and the hopes of the 
people of this province for themselves and for the future 
performance of this Government for a good long time. 

I began my remarks yesterday, M r. Speaker, by 
making reference to the reaction of the Leader of the 
Opposition ( M rs. Carstairs) to the in it iative referred to 
in the Speech from the Throne respecting the Keystone 
Centre in B r a n d o n , the centre of  s o u thwestern 
Manitoba, and the agricu ltural and economic hub of 
that area of our province and indeed Manitoba's second 
city. 

I would l ike to restate my pleasure at that particular 
announcement and my dismay at the reaction of the 
Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. Carstairs) with respect 
to that announcement, and her disdain for the City of 
Brandon and for the surrounding area, for the people 
of that area in  the way that they view their Keystone 
Centre as a meeting place several t imes a year for 
several very i mportant functions. I th ink the Leader of 
the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) can do a lot better than 
she has done and should reverse her stand on funding 
for the Keystone Centre and throw her support behind 
a l l  of those people who are i nvolved in  their communities 
in the Brandon area. 

M r. Speaker, I take pleasure in speaking today also 
as M anitoba's first M inister of J ustice. It was qu ite an 
honour for me and a great pleasure indeed to have 
been i n  B r a n d o n ,  M an it o b a ,  and  welcomed t h e  
Lieutenant-Governor (Mr. Johnson) a n d  t h e  Premier (Mr. 
Fi lmon) of Manitoba for the swearing-in ceremony at 
the newly opened regional Cabinet office in the City 
of Brandon. I th ink people in the area th ink it is entirely 
fitt ing that the Min ister of Justice should be sworn in 
at that location. 

I should l ike also to thank the staff of the Clerk of 
t h e  Execut ive C o u n c i l  a n d  h i s  ass istant  for the  
assistance provided that particular day. 

While I am on the subject of justice and justice issues, 
I th ink these few moments that I have avai lable afford 
me the opportunity to do a review of some of the things 
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that have been done in  the Department of Justice over 
the past year or so that we have been the Government 
of Manitoba. Taken in  the context of the election 
commitments made by the Government during the 1 988 
election campaign ,  I th ink when I am finished only a 
partial l ist of some of the achievements of the very fine 
peop le  in the Department of J ust ice led b y  t h e  
Government o f  Manitoba, I th ink you, Sir, w i l l  agree 
that in the space of one year the achievements in that 
department are l ittle short of fantastic,  considering the 
t ime that we have had in  which to do the things that 
we have. 

You wil l  recal l ,  M r. Speaker, that as the Government 
of Manitoba, the present Government, came into office, 
we were in the throes of an unfortunate situation which 
developed in  the justice system relating to t icket f ixing 
sometimes referred to as the Ticketgate affair. 

Shortly, one month or so after my appointment as 
Attorney General , the Dewar Review was commissioned. 
Former Chief J ustice Archie Dewar k ind ly agreed to 
assist the Government of Manitoba in reviewing the 
whole Ticketgate matter. The fact that we were able 
to secure the services of former Chief Justice Dewar 
was a message to everyone that this Government was 
serious about putting behind us, once and for a l l ,  the 
Ticketgate affai r  and finding out what happened , why 
it happened , what can be done to ensure that it wi l l  
not happen again .  The fact that M r. Dewar accepted 
the job lent great credib i l ity not only to h imself and to 
the exercise upon which he was embarking, but also 
credib i l ity on the Government for having chosen Mr. 
Dewar to do that task for us. 

You wi l l  recal l ,  M r. Speaker, that when we came to 
office, delays at the Land Titles Office for registering 
t itles and mortgages, certainly for titles, was 43 days, 
a tota l ly  u n acceptab le  s i tuat i o n ,  a s i tuat ion  we 
addressed on the 24th of June of 1 988, where we 
announced that we would  be taking steps to cut the 
backlogs in  half or the delays at the Land Tit les Office 
in half. As you know, through last summer and into 
the fal l ,  we made great progress to the point where 
now we have far less than half the waiting time that 
we were facing at that time. It was a matter of having 
the wi l l  to put the resources into areas where we knew 
we could achieve some results. Resources were made 
avai lable through the good graces of the Government 
and my col leagues and the Government of Manitoba. 
The problem at the Land Titles Office was brought 
under control .  Work continues to bring that waiting 
period down to even more acceptable levels. I ndeed , 
great progress has been made. 

During the Session last year, you will recall that the 
Access Assistance Program was debated , passed , with 
the help and support of Honourable Members opposite 
and put into practice earlier this year-the Access 
Assistance Program. The Access Assistance Program 
is one step wh ich  fo l lows upon  the Ma inten ance 
Enforcement Program brought  i n  by the p revious 
Conservative admin istration in  this province. Now with 
the expansion of the Unified Family Court in  the 
province, throughout the province and beyond the City 
of Winnipeg , we have rounded out our Family Court 
Services to the point where we have the best Family 
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Court system in the whole country and that is something 
we can be exceedingly proud of. Fami l ies and chi ldren 
in this province will benefit from that. I th ink that is 
another step in  the right d i rect ion.  

You wil l  recal l  a lso that during the 1 988 election 
campaign ,  the previous Government passed an Order
i n-Counci l  appointing a judicial inquiry, a Commission 
of Inqu iry i nto Native Justice issues in  Manitoba. This 
Government  took t h at i n i t i at ive and went with i t ,  
continued with the init iative, beefed up funding for  the 
Commission of Inquiry, provided funding for Native 
groups to prepare presentations for the inquiry. We 
ful ly expect that inquiry wi l l  complete its work and that 
Native Manitobans and al l  Manitobans wi l l  u lt imately 
benefit in the future from a better and improved justice 
system for all of us. 

You wi l l  recal l ,  M r. Speaker, that there were moves 
made previous to the 1 988 election to make changes 
to the  I n d ependent  Law Reform C o m m iss ion  of 
M a n i toba ,  c hanges w h i c h  were not  g reeted w i th  
enthusiasm or support . It was felt by many, many 
Manitobans that the i ndependence of the Law Reform 
Commission was vital so that we could be assisted now 
and in the future to keep our laws in Manitoba up to 
date with changing t imes, and also to be there as a 
resource to assist Governments in the future and now 
to ensure that we have a body of law in our province 
which is  second to none in the rest of the country. 

On August 5, the Law Reform Commission was 
reconstituted , an independent Law Reform Commission 
was reconstituted under the chairmanshi p  of M r. Cl iff 
Edwards and in this Session,  as announced in the 
Throne Speech, legislation wil l be forthcoming to ensure 
the c o n t i nued existence a n d  the  cont i n ued 
i n dependence of the Law Reform Comm iss ion of 
Manitoba. 

I t  was with considerable pride on the 26th of August 
of 1 988, M r. S peaker, that I was able to announce the 
appointment of Alex Morton as the first female Registrar 
General in the province's history. That was a matter 
that came at a time when the Land Titles Office in  
Winn ipeg was undergoing problems but  in  the  process 
of solving those problems, and Ms. Morton, I am pleased 
to say, has played an i ntegral and important part i n  
the  continu ing resolution of  those problems. 

* ( 1 440) 

On the 26th of August, also of 1 988, M r. Speaker, 
the guidel ines on sexual assault investigations were 
released by the Manitoba Pol ice Commission.  On the 
2nd of September of 1 988,  we announced that a new 
remand centre would be built in  the City of Winn ipeg 
to replace the faci l ity at the Publ ic Safety Bui ld ing,  a 
facil ity which I had the opportunity to tour and others 
have had opportunities to comment on in  the past . 
Conditions there are such that they are so inhumane 
and so crowded that the time had come when this 
announcement had to be made. I am pleased to say 
today that the matter wi l l  be well on the way after the 
end of June. 

On the 2nd of September, our Provincial Court got 
a new chief judge in  the person of Chief Judge Chris 
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Stefanson . Since that time, Chief Judge Stefanson and 
myself and others involved in  the justice system have 
been working very hard to make the justice system 
more responsive to the needs of Manitobans. 

Later on, i n  November, Mr. Justice Dewar, former 
Chief Justice Dewar, released his report on the ticket
fixing matter and made some recommendations which 
our Government and our department has been working 
very hard to act on. We accepted the recommendations 
as being positive ones and recommendations which, 
if adopted, would lead to a better criminal justice system 
in our province. 

In that connection, as recently as yesterday, the 
announcement was made about changes in  the Crown 
office, announcements that had been speculated on 
for several weeks, but as of yesterday we were able 
to make it clear what d i rection we were going in  and 
also to announce that the serious backlog situation in  
our courts was being addressed i n  a real way, in such 
a way that, come July 3 ,  M r. Speaker, if you -and I 
am sure this is never going to happen-should become 
involved with the law and come before the justice system 
as of July 3, for you there will not be a backlog. 

There wil l  st i l l  be a backlog though which wi l l  be 
worked on, on a parallel basis, and which we hope to 
reduce to zero by the end of the year, but as of July 
3 when you come before the courts you wil l  be given 
a speedy trial date, if that is your wish, and you can 
be given your day in court at an early opportunity. 

I am sure Manitobans wi l l  appreciate the fact that 
this Government recogn izes the principle that justice 
delayed is justice denied and so we are doing something 
about that delay to make sure that we reduce that 
delay and, once it is reduced to acceptable levels, to 
keep a backlog from developing again .  

I n  December, it was with great pleasure that I was 
able to announce with the support of the Government 
of Manitoba that the Unified Family Court system, the 
Family Court system in  Manitoba, would be expanded 
beyond the borders of the City of Winn ipeg and the 
Town of Selk irk .  

Those people who are involved i n  the family law 
system were not only involved in the development of 
the proposals which led to that announcement, they 
are and wil l  be involved in the p rogram in the future. 
I t h i n k  n orthern Manitobans,  western  M an itobans,  
Manitobans wherever they might happen to l ive outside 
the City of Winn ipeg and indeed within the City of 
Winnipeg and the Town of Selkirk wil l  now have available 
to them a complete range of judicial and mediation 
services to help resolve disputes, family d isputes, so 
that the chi ldren of fami lies will suffer less as a result 
of marriage problems. 

As I said ear l ier, that  com b i ned w i th  the best 
maintenance enforcement system in the country and 
now the pi lot Access Assistance Program, in  effect we 
can truly say we have the best system of family services 
in our courts anywhere in this country. That for me is  
something I am very proud of. 

M ore recently, M r. Speaker, to help us with the 
ongoing job of del ivering criminal justice services and 
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also to help us with the job of reducing court backlogs, 
we were able to announce the appointment of Judge 
John Guy and Judge Judith Webster to the Provincial 
Court of Manitoba. In that regard, we have the support 
of the Manitoba Bar Associat ion.  The Law Society of 
M a n i t o b a  was consu lted w i t h  respect to t hose 
appointments and others were consulted as well . 

The Honourable Member for St. James (Mr. Edwards) 
seems to think  that his opin ion is the only one that 
counts in this province, but I am here to tell you that 
M anitobans d isagree with h im when he takes personal 
pot shots at newly appointed members to our jud iciary 
i n  t h i s  prov ince ,  espec i a l l y  mem bers w i th  such 
backgrounds and qual ifications and talents as  the ones 
who were appointed on May 1 2 .  

Finally, Mr. Speaker, with respect to-not f inally 
because there are a n u m ber of matters I have not 
mentioned because of the shortness of time-but finally 
we have announced , and we have asked H onourable 
Members on all sides of the House to come to the aid 
of Manitobans who are at risk on our highways and 
our streets in  this province. The early ind ications are 
that perhaps H onourable Members will come forward 
and support people' s  rights to l ife, l i berty and security 
of the person in this country. There may also be an 
ind ication that they wish to come to the support of 
those whose privi leges we would l ike to remove, those 
people who are suspected of i m p a i red d riv ing  or 
suspended driving .  

Mr. Speaker, I think it is i mportant that we understand 
what we are weighing here when we are talking about 
rights and privileges, similar to the issue raised today 
in Question Period by the Leader of the Opposition 
( M rs. Carstairs) with regard to the Canadian Security 
I ntelligence Service. The Leader of the Opposition would 
rather put the convenience of terrorists ahead of the 
safety of Manitobans and Canadians. I say that is the 
wrong kind of priority. It  i s  not a new kind of priority 
for the Liberal Party but it is the priority we have seen 
over and over again .  

T h e n  t here a r e  i n d icat i o n s  t hey wou l d  p u t  t h e  
privi leges o f  suspected impaired d rivers ahead of the 
rights of men, women and chi ldren in  our province to 
l ife, l iberty and security of the person.  That is something 
that d isturbs me as one who is standing up for those 
rights in this province. When we are comparing rights 
and privi leges and safety matters, I think it behooves 
H o n ourab le Mem bers to remember who they are 
supporting and to whose aid they are coming when 
they take part i n  debates in  this Chamber. I am sure 
I am wrong in my comments. I am sure everything I 
have said is totally incorrect and that al l  Honourable 
Members wil l  be on the right side of this issue when 
it comes time to debate the Bi l l ,  to put the proposed 
measures into effect. 

So giving myself that assuranc�. although maybe I 
should not take too much comfort- I  could be wrong. 
Honourable Mem bers opposite are the only ones who 
can show me which d i rection they are going. There 
again ,  they are not always quick to take positions. I 
know in one case the Honourable Member for Fort 
Rouge (Mr. Carr) d id  not have an answer. He said I am 
going to wait and hear what the Min ister has to say 
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before I take a position. It tells me, when an Honourable 
Member in  the Liberal Party says something like that, 
they are up to a little bit of politics. I see the Honourable 
Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles) beginning to smile 
when I talked about politics. The fact is there is a time 
for polit ics and there is  a time to do what is r ight.  

I ask Honourable Members opposite to remember 
what is the right th ing to do when you are making your 
pronouncements publ icly. Is it the right thing to do to 
wait and see what the Minister says so that you can 
d isagree? I do not th ink that is the right thing to do. 
I th ink the right th ing to do is to search your hearts, 
to consult constituents, consult others in  the larger 
community, and then ask yourself what is the right thing 
to do.  Then vote with that kind of conscience, with that 
kind of background ,  rather than just qu ickly rushing 
to find out what a Minister says so that you can disagree 
with it at the fi rst opportunity. 

M r. Speaker, I know Honourable Members opposite 
have made statements both before and after the Throne 
Speech about their lack of support for it, but I am 
saying Honourable Members opposite should search 
not only their hearts and their consciences but check 
around this province, check around, ask people, what 
do you th ink about the Throne Speech? Do you th ink 
there is enough reference there about the things that 
matter to you? Do you th ink the Government is headed 
in  the d i rection you want the Government to go in when 
it comes to health care, when it comes to education,  
when it comes to those matters that are important to 
Manitobans. If Honourable Members opposite learn that 
consultative process, that process of f inding out who 
they are representing, why they are representing them 
and f inding out what those constituents really want, 
do they real ly want just straight politics every d ay, day 
in-day out, do they really want to hear threats of 
elections day in and day out? No. Manitobans want 
some stab i l ity in their day-to-day l ives. That is what 
this Government has been providing to Manitobans. 

H o n o u r a b l e  Mem bers o p p osite h ave t h e i r own 
agenda and they seem to be sticking to it but it is  very 
often hard to tell what it is. You can be sure it is a 
pol itical agenda. It has more to do with the pol it ical 
future of the Liberal Party than it has to do with what 
is good for Manitobans and what Manitobans real ly 
want to see. 

I ask you and al l  of our col leagues in  this H ouse to 
give this matter some sincere thought, some sincere 
and statesmanl ike thought, and judge accordingly and 
cast their votes accordingly. I know which way I am 
going to vote. The Throne Speech is a document that 
sets out an excellent profile of where we are now and 
sets out also a vision for the future which I th ink al l  
Manitobans can support. Thank you . 

An Honourable Member: Hear, hear! 

* ( 1 450) 

Mr. Bill Uruski (Interlake): I appreciate being able to 
take part in  the Throne Speech debate this afternoon. 
I want to ind icate to . the Min ister responsible for 
Emergency Measures ( M r. Al bert Driedger),  who I 
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understand is at this point in t ime outside the Chamber 
announcing the compensation program for victims of 
the disastrous fires that have plagued not only the 
I nterlake region but the northwestern region and the 
northeastern part of the p rovince and a number of 
m u n ic i pa l i t ies a n d  Local  G over n ment D i str icts  i n  
Manitoba, I want t o  thank h i m ,  h i s  colleague, the 
Min ister of N atural Resources (Mr. Enns), and all their 
staff for the many hours of work that have been 
undertaken to try and keep in check the k ind of volati le 
situation that the area was in,  i n  the last several weeks. 

I can indicate today that our  portion of the I nterlake 
where I l ive is  happi ly enjoying in  excess of one inch 
of rainfall and that at least wi l l  put many people at 
least at g reater ease. H owever, I aga i n ,  as I d i d  
yesterd ay, wou l d  l i k e  t o  p ay t r i bute to a l l  those 
Manitobans. I spoke about those in  the communities 
yesterday, those many men and women who took t ime 
from their jobs, from their l ivel ihoods, to assist in 
whatever had to be done i n  provid ing for those who 
are f ighting fires-some in  fighting fires, some in doing 
the b a c k u p  work - because it  had to b e  a tota l  
community effort. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker, Wil l iam Chornopyski ,  in  the 
Chair. )  

As well ,  I would l i k e  to thank those from outside 
those communities who have opened their hearts and 
their wallets in provisions of clothing,  of food , of cash 
donations; and p recisely I th ink the Consumers Bureau 
who undertook to set up a fund for those fire vict ims; 
a g roup that is always there with a help ing hand 
regardless of where the d isaster hits,  and that is the 
Mennonite Central Committee. They are always there 
assisting people of this world in whatever form of 
assistance that is needed, whether it is  carpentry, 
whether it is clean-up, whatever the assistance is  
needed. 

I want to pay tribute to those involved in the Central 
Committee and al l  Manitobans and Canadians who may 
have donated in any way to this d isaster that wi l l ,  I am 
sure, plague many of those who have suffered severely 
in terms of the loss of their homes, property and the 
nature around them. That heartache and that trauma 
will  face those people for  many months and many years. 
In fact, probably for those who were active, it is  
something that one can never forget. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Minister of Government 
Services ( M r. A l bert Dr iedger)  i s  announc ing  t h e  
assistance p rogram a n d  he gave m e  a copy o f  the 
press release. I would hope that there be no q uest ion 
that items which woul d  normally not be insurable or  
covered by  insurance as a result of  these severe fires 
would be covered, that there be no question through 
the  Emergency Measures Organization, so that there 
are no wrangles with the cit izens of the area, that those 
items will be covered. 

As well ,  the agreement or the announcement indicates 
that private claims are al lowed to a maximum of 
$30,000.00. That $30,000 l im it was announced some 
five years ago so there probably are losses that go 
beyond that today. I wou ld  say to the Government and 
to the M i nister that th is may be a t ime,  once their  
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assessment is there, to review that l imit because it is 
five years there now, and five years in terms of inflation 
alone woul d  look at least at an additional $ 1 0,000 in 
terms of clear inflation over the five-year period, so 
that there may need to be some adjustments on that 
announcement. 

I thank the Government for the announcement. I know 
that the people of the Interlake region, those especially 
i n  the communities of Ashern and Moosehorn and 
Camper and al l  the way north into the Anama Bay area, 
i nto the Lake St. Mart in area and in  my home area, 
from Poplarfield to Jackhead , in these communities 
that were threatened, there were outbui ldings that were 
burnt. There were some homes that the fire came within 
closer than where I stand from you and the homes were 
protected. People basically stood their ground to defend 
the property and the homes of individuals, and I pay 
tribute to all those volunteers and all those who assisted 
in fighting those fires to protect the homes and property 
of cit izens of this province. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, I now move to areas in which 
I believe-move from the d isaster area to another kind 
of d isaster that has been plaguing Manitoba, Canada 
and western Canada in  particular over the last six to 
eight years, following upon what I would call the 
d isastrously high interest rates of the former Liberal 
administration, and now again interest rates have 
started to spiral into the 12 percent-plus range under 
the Conservatives. 

An Honourable Member: You had the lowest interest 
rates in a decade when you were Government and you 
squandered them. 

Mr. Uruski: I am speaking specifically of the impact 
on the farm community and, you know, the Liberal 
Party here and one does not know from day to day 
where they stand on what issue. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
one day they are going to give away crop insurance, 
the next day they are standing firm with the Government 
in terms of d isaster assistance. 

What real ly comes out very clear, in sitting in a chair 
where I started my career in  this Chamber-in  fact, in 
this seat and probably wi l l  f inish it right i n  this seat-
1 guess the statement comes that how much things 
change and how l ittle things change over a period of 
t ime. 

What is coming clear from the Liberal Party when 
they talked about compassionate heart and caring and 
compassionate Governments and with-what were the 
words that they used?-competence with heart, I th ink 
those were the words that they were using. What is  
coming very clear is that the Liberal Party wi l l  attempt 
to govern at whatever costs to Manitobans. They will 
move in  whatever way they have to in order to gain 
power. That is fine, but do not go around tel l ing 
Manitobans how much you care for them when you 
are prepared to spend $6 mi ll ion to $ 1 0  mi l l ion with 
a whim in terms of having an election.  

That is essential ly what it is al l  about.  That is exactly 
what it is all about and you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, should 
be tel l ing your caucus Members that is what is coming 
through. 
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I l isten to my constituents and many of them, I have 
to say, were very mad at me,  particularly a year ago 
during Autopac period. A year has gone by and what 
has changed? We have a new board of d irectors, we 
have a new Government. Have they changed anything? 
They kept the premiums. The new chairman of the board 
came to committee and said the decisions that were 
made. were right. He admitted that and the premiums 
stayed.  

Noth ing has really changed and the beneficiaries, 
Manitobans, are now asking themselves, gee, what d id 
we do? I mean,  what has really occurred in  the past 
year? There were many  f u n d amenta l  c h anges 
recommended by Judge Kopstein and I would hope 
that the M i nister responsible wi l l  be making some of 
those announcements to fundamentally change auto 
insurance in  this province, which can have major savings 
to al l  of us  who are motor ing publ ic who do pay the 
p remiums. 

• ( 1 500) 

Cut the lawyers out, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Lay it on 
the l i ne. Save yourself $ 1 0  mi l l ion a year minimum by 
going to a pure no-fault system. Ask the judge. Be 
p repared to stand up to the lawyers of this province 
and cut them out, because if you are going to save 
any money for Manitoba motorists, for al l  the motoring 
publ ic ,  that is  one way of doing it and you can increase 
n o-fault benefits substantially. 

I want to ind icate that there wi l l  be some problems 
i n  an area that I think is always d ifficult when you move 
away from the tort system, and that is  in  the area 
especially with claims deal ing with whiplash, because 
pain and suffering wi l l  always be d ifficult to determine 
on the system of pure compensation. I recognize that, 
but that wi l l  be a small price to pay i n  terms of injury 
that can be compensated without fau lt ,  without going 
to court and saving al l  the taxpayers, who are the 
motoring publ ic ,  year after year after year mi l l ions and 
mi l l ions of dol lars in  legal fees that need not to be 
spent . 

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was asked , in fact just a 
week ago when I was o n  t o u r, by some of my 
constituents, d id  the Conservatives change anything in  
Autopac when they came i n ,  i n  terms of premiums and 
that k ind of th ing? I said no. You know, in retrospect , 
and I said this to h im,  that sometimes it does not pay 
to l isten to the experts in the corporation.  Even though 
my inner instincts were tel l ing me that if we implemented 
the surcharges that, in fact, you d id  not require the 
k ind of increases that the experts were recommending. 
So we d id  implement the Rebate Program, the Safe 
Dr iver  Program,  and red uced t h e  i m pact of the 
premiums and in  fact in  retrospect one could have even 
cut that increase in half, you would  not have broken 
even, the Corporation would  not have broken even. 
But it was not necessary in that short period of time 
when what has occurred across the country, i n  terms 
of increases of 15 percent to 20 percent over three or 
four years running,  Manitobans were i nsu lated from 
that through having their own insurance corporation, 

So, i n  retrospect, one says, l isten to your own 
inst incts. Do not always l isten to the experts who g ive 
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you advice. I guess one gets that message and learns 
about it the hard way and one has to lose an election 
and almost lose h is own seat . In  fact it was very close, 
it was the closest margin that I have had since I have 
been in this House, it was just under 400 votes. My 
fi rst election was 400 votes so I had even a c loser 
margin .  But I can tell you that it wi l l  not happen again ,  
I may not b e  a candidate. A s  I say, I may not b e  a 
candidate, but in that r iding, in the Interlake, the margin  
for  a New Democratic Party candidate wi l l  not  be as 
low as the margin I received in a very negative term 
next elect ion.  I can tell you right now that will not occur. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to raise a number of 
concerns dealing with what I started out with, with the 
interest rates and the impact on the farm commu nity. 
I bel ieve, I th ink our Leader has said that the M i nister 
of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay) today is a very fine individual 
and a very knowledgeable individual,  but I want to say 
to h im,  and I say very clearly, you had better start 
speaking out because Manitoba farmers wil l  only wait 
so long. He has to speak out on behalf of farmers. He 
has been silent too long. 

Some of the media people have certainly g iven him 
a lot of cred it,  even though he is not around at the 
time they want to do an interview. They have been very 
charit.able in the farm papers to h im.  I mean, read the 
articles. They g ive h im good headl ines, even though 
they never even talked to him.- ( Interjection)- No,  no, 
no, just look at some of the articles. I look at them 
and they g ive a good headl ine, but the Minister was 
not avai lable for comments, and yet his comments are 
there in t h e  art ic les as if he was in the off ice . 
( lnterjection)- N o ,  n o ,  I do not begrudge the Min ister. 
I j ust say that the M inister had better start speaking 
out, and there are a number of ways, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, there are a number of ways. I mean , there 
are so many issues that are there, and I bel ieve that 
the M inister's silence-I  wi l l  not even say "si lence," 
qu ietness, because he has not been totally silent 
q u ietness over t h e  l ast n u m ber of months  i n  an  
endeavour to be cooperative, and he is a cooperative 
Member. 

He has to start spea k i n g  out  w i th  the federal  
Government. I wi l l  go through some of the items we 
have, and the Opposition critic raised it today with 
respect to the drought payments. How long do farmers 
have to wait? How long do the Manitoba farmers have 
to wait for a d rought payment? We are into the second 
crop, and there have been no payments. 

To bring out a program where you cannot even get 
an appl ication form for a producer, un less you are on 
some kind of a l ist, does not make any sense. To use
and maybe the M inister wi l l  get u p  and correct me
the bureaucracy, as the federal Government has done, 
as being at fau lt in terms of the data base or the lack 
of data base for this program, I f ind reprehensible 
because, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Min ister of Agriculture 
in Man itoba himself by press releases has said that 
the turnaround t ime in the payment of crop insurance 
has improved and continuously improves so that the 
data. from crop i nsurance, instead of in the cases of 
where the losses occurred -and recognizing that not 
al l  farmers are in  crop ins·urance, having that data base 
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yet last October, because most of the claims would 
have been paid by October, only there may have been 
a small  percentage that were under dispute, very small .  
I bet you less than 50 claims would have been under 
dispute by the corporation.  So the vast majority of 
claims-what was it ,  $ 1 80 mi l l ion paid out? 

An Honourable Member: $ 1 30 mi l l ion.  

Mr. Uruski :  Ah,  $ 130 mi l l ion was paid out in  claims, 
M r. Deputy Speaker, and yet the federal Govern ment 
comes and says, look, we have no data base in  which 
t o  make t h i s  p rogram go ahead . I f i n d  that  
unexplainable, and yet th is  M i nister is  sitting q uiet. 
Maybe he is doing something behind the back rooms, 
but clearly the farmers of Manitoba are not seeing those 
results. They are getting very frustrated. 

The other area, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this Min ister 
has to take action on is  the d ispute they are having 
now over the Feed Security Program. Who is  go ing to 
pay those addit ional  c la ims in  which there has been a 
reassessment under the Drought Program and now the 
Drought Program is  saying, yes, under the Feed Security 
Program, you are el igible for this k ind of a payment 
but under the Feed Security Program, no you are not. 
You are going to have a lower level of payment, because 
the federal Government says we are not paying.  

* ( 1 5 1 0) 

M r. Deputy S peaker, there should be no question 
that those claims ought to be paid when a reassessment 
is made, and they ought to be paid on one level .  There 
s h o u l d  be  no f i g h t  if t here is an  acknowledged 
reassessment of an area. I n  fact, the  now Minister of  
Agriculture (Mr. Findlay) when he was in  Opposition 
said we need better monitoring. The very kinds of issues 
that are now at issue were raised by him with ful l  
agreement by myself a n d  when w e  were i n  Government, 
that there were teething problems under the program. 
They had to be worked out, but there should be no 
d ispute. Farmers should not be held hostage as a result 
of bickering on a program that is establ ished, on a 
program that is announced and establ ished. So there 
are two counts that this Minister has to take an active, 
a public and a demanding role on behalf of Manitoba 
farmers. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, there are a number of other 
areas dealing with farmers in f inancial d ifficulty. This 
federal Budget has cost western Canadian farmers more 
than anything that this Government could ever do to 
assist western Canadian farmers-anything. We h ave 
not heard -we had heard virtually a whimper from this 
Government protesting the k ind of changes i n  th is 
Budget-a whimper. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, the fuel tax rebate, it is going 
to cost I am sure many farmers a loan in  excess of 
$ 1 ,000 a year- blanket For those farmers who are i n  
f inanc ia l  d iffi c u lty, t h e  i nterest-free cash advance 
program that assisted -and I believe the maximum is 
$30, 000, I th ink it is $30,000 or is it $60,000? It was 
increased to $60 ,000, would have gone a long way and 
provided the k ind of cushion needed in  terms of 
operating credit  and has assisted especially those 
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farmers in  financial difficulty. It has gone out the window. 
That is a major cost . 

( M r. Speaker in the Chair. )  

You take, Mr. Speaker, $60,000.00. Let us even cut 
that in  half to $30,000.00. Let us say the average take
up is $30,000 and those farmers in financial d ifficulty 
and at the current interest rate on operating credit, 1 4  
percent .  S u re,  1 4  percent ,  wh ich  i s  $ 1 , 400 per  
$ 10,000.00. You are looking at  over $3,000 for a three
month period,  over $ 1 ,000 in interest alone for a three
month period. That would be a major benefit to those 
farmers who are in financial d ifficulty in western Canada, 
and we are not hearing anything in  those areas from 
this Government. 

There are other changes in  this Budget that will impact 
on farmers in this province and across western Canada, 
but we are getting what I would call complacency, 
probably a lot of frustration. I am sure that the Minister 
of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay) is very frustrated because 
they are trying to maintain their budget and they are 
trying to help out under the Farm School Tax Rebate 
a l itt le bit. Here he can add a few mi ll ion dol lars. So 
he adds a few mi l l ion dollars and he loses about $60 
mil l ion or $70 mi l l ion from under him with one fell swoop 
of the federal Budget. Tal k  about frustration. He has 
to show Manitoba farmers because he is  their advocate 
that he is  going to stand up for them. 

There are a number of things he can do.  I wil l  tell 
h im and I wi l l  g ive him some of my ideas because he 
wi l l  have to face them over the next number of months 
of this Session. On the interest rate side, i t  is becoming 
more and more clear that many farmers who were 
subjected to loans over the last decade are find ing that 
banks who took promissory notes on a fixed rate of 
interest ended up charging the going rate. There are 
a number of cases now going to court but what is 
c o m i n g  very c lear is that  u n d e r  our Statute of 
Limitations Act, the six-year period , those challenges 
are being made on technical grounds. 

I ask this M inister of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay) and I 
look at my Liberal friends across the way that we should 
be looking at legislat ion-and I give h im the opener
of opening up The Statute of Limitations Act in which 
most provinces have d ifferent rules than we have i n  
M a n i t o b a ,  t o  a l l ow the  farm com m u n ity  w h o  are 
p repared to chal lenge the financial i nstitutions, not to  
use the six-year l imitation of action, but to use a clause 
that says from the time that it was known to the financial 
i nstitution that the change was made, so that the farmer 
d oes not have to have the onus placed on h im that he  
d id  not  know th is  was happening. Let the institution 
show that it did it and they have to show why the farmer 
cannot go back to Day One when those promissory 
notes were signed, because what is  happening is that 
they are using that six-year l imitation as a bar to any 
actions. 

There is  one other area that we should be examining 
and that is  the area of if the financial i nstitutions are 
n ot p repared to cooperate, and I u rge the M i nister of 
Agriculture ( M r. Findlay) to call in the vice-presidents. 
They are wil l ing to come and meet, I met with them 
many t imes. Call them in  and ask them to voluntari ly 
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allow that, upon request , their books be open to any 
farmer in Manitoba to be able to examine all those 
promissory notes that, in fact , were at one rate, an 
i nterest was charged at a far higher rate, because we 
are f inding more and more farmers have paid hundreds 
of thousands, if not mi l l ions of dol lars of i nterest 
u n k n owing ly, because they t rusted the i r  f inanc ia l  
institution. 

So I urge the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. F indlay) to 
look at a cooperative approach,  ask a l l  the financial 
i nstitutions whether they are p repared to al low this to 
happen. If they are not, then we should in  this province 
look at the possib i lity of legislation that says that anyone 
who has an account with any financial institution wi l l ,  
i n  fact, be able to go in  and have those documents 
made avai lable to him or her so that kind of an 
assessment is made, because there is  great reluctance 
on the financial i nstitutions to deal with this q uestion 
of f inances because we are not out of the woods yet. 
There are thousands of M anitoba farmers, of western 
Canadian farmers in grave financial d ifficulty as a result 
of h igh interest rates, drought, and a number of other 
factors that have put them in that position over a 
number of years. 

There are a number of other areas that I want to 
raise with the M i nister of Agriculture ( M r. F indlay) here 
today, and one is  the very fundamental area that deals 
with dairy pol icy. The Min ister of Agriculture, in a very 
innocuous announcement,  released in I believe it was 
February-and he did send me a copy of the agreement 
between the Manitoba Mi lk  Producers Marketing Board 
and the province, released an agreement in exchange, 
he said ,  for the lawsuit that was pending for a number 
of years against the province. I have said this publ icly, 
and I wi l l  say it again ,  I consider that a very vexatious 
lawsuit particularly against a number of our staff that 
was undertaken by certain members of the Mi lk  Board , 
and I wi l l  put it on the record , the former chair of the 
Manitoba Milk Producers M arketing Board . It was 
a l m ost a persona l  vendetta aga inst some of t he 
Department of Agriculture staff in the lawsuit that was 
put into place. 

M r. Speaker, the Govern ment of the Day capitulated 
to the Manitoba Mi lk  Producers M arketing Board by 
allowing the full sale, the holus-bolus sale, of mi lk quota 
on the pretext that somehow this lawsuit that they had 
against the Province of M anitoba would  succeed. M r. 
Speaker, that is wrong,  that is false. The Government 
knew and knows and the M in ister . knows that the 
information that the department had was not only 
strong, it was almost foolproof i n  terms of the k ind of 
information that the Government had.  There were 
addit ional  witnesses , expert witnesses, who could 
corroborate the Government's  posit ion, but yet the 
Government went ahead and al lowed quotas to be -
( Interjection)- M r. Speaker, the M in ister says we had 
six-and-a-half years. It did not have to be sett led . 

* ( 1 520) 

I want to tell my honourable friend because in  those 
six-and-a-half years the data that were produced out 
of the mi lk recording system were accepted . All the 
cheques that the producers received were paid on that 
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basis and so there was no need to sett le anything.  If  
there were going to be a court action, let the court 
action go, but to al low the movement of quota to be 
sold freely on the open market i s  an abdication of the 
respons i b i l ity and an  u n d e r m i n i n g  of the orderly 
marketing system of this province by this Min ister of 
Agriculture ( M r. Findlay), who at one time sat as chair 
of the N at u ral  P r o d u cts M arket i n g  Cou n c i l  a n d  
supported no value for quota. There he turned around 
and used the pretext of this agreement to open up 
quota sales. 

I have to admit,  Mr. Speaker, that there has probably 
been some movement, a fair bit of movement, but what 
he is doing is placing the future of orderly marketing 
totally at r isk in  this province. In  fact, it is being placed 
maybe the horse is out of the barn now because you 
read the articles in  the paper of what is happening i n  
Ontario where the banking institution is now saying,  
well ,  free trade is here and there is going to be g reater 
pressure on supply management, so we are now cutting 
back on what we will loan as col lateral against q uotas. 
We are now reducing our values on quotas so that 
those of you who were foolish enough to pay for q uotas 
were now going to start discounting quota values. 

What we are going to find ourselves-and you just 
watch - i n  the same situation that Ontario and the 
federal Government found itself with tobacco growers. 
They ended up u l t i m ately compensat ing  to bacco 
g rowers for quota because they were moving them out 
of the industry. That would be the height of stupid ity 
but we are headed that way. 

What you wi l l  see either way with the opening up of 
quotas in the dairy industry, putting them on the quota, 
we are, No. 1, saying to most people that the dairy 
industry is only available to those who have lots of 
bucks or to those who have relat ives in the industry 
who cannot afford through existing collateral to get 
i nto the industry. That is essentially what we are saying 
in marketing of quota and putting it on the table and 
saying we wil l  al low the wholesale capital gain of an 
item that was given away free by the public of Manitoba. 
That is essential ly what we d id .  I have to say to the 
M inister that I share some of that responsibi l i ty. 

I wi l l  agree that I share some of that responsib i l ity 
by al lowing the reti rement fund to be put i nto place, 
but clearly the reti rement fund al lowed for more than 
half of the quota to be circu lated and brought back in 
and g iven out free of charge to those who requ i red it. 
The Min ister of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay) said it was not 
working.  I will tell him why it was not working, because 
everybody was staying in the industry when times were 
tough. Now that there is a capital gain on quota, why 
would I not get out? Why would  I not get out and al low 
quota to be moved when I can pocket the money that 
I d id not have to pay for, I d id  not have to invest in ,  
I really d id not  have to spend a penny for? 

I call that a blatant abd ication of responsib i l ity by 
this Min ister in undermining orderly marketing when 
he of all people, I bel ieved, knew better. He had the 
advice from his department that our court case, our 
court posit ion, our legal posit ion was not only sound , 
it was sol id .  If he stands up here and says it is not, I 
wil l  challenge him to produce the kind of memorandums 
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that there are in the records, that he knows that they 
are there and there are even addit ional witnesses, I 
am certain ,  that wil l  even strengthen the Government's 
case that there was no need to capitulate. 

To have an agreement on a new mi lk  recording 
system, on what I would call "fri l ls ,"  was in  fact i n  the 
mi l l .  It was happening. Those d iscussions were ongoing. 
There was no need, on behalf of the Government, to 
put in  the court case as part of that agreement- none 
whatsoever. 

So there are a number of other issues that this 
Minister is undermining orderly marketing, agreeing with 
the federal Government on the q uestions of oats, 
agreeing with the federal Government on doing away 
with the Beef Commission with the orderly marketing 
there. This M inister of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay) is i n  
fact putting the  farmers of  M an itoba at  far greater risk 
and sitting quiet and not speaking out on their behalf 
as he should be. Thank you very much. 

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister of the Environment): 
I t  i s  certainly my pleasure to have an opportunity to 
rise in  the House to speak in response to the Speech 
from the Throne. I want to wish you and the Deputy 
Speaker (Mr. Chornopyski )  well in your u ndertakings 
for the duration of the House and certain ly, coming 
immediately on the heels of the former Agriculture 
Minister, the Member for Interlake (Mr. Uruski), Autopac 
years, I want to indicate that there is one thing that 
we can always count on in this H ouse and that is that 
when he rises to speak that we know where he is coming 
from and that he at least has a clear understanding 
of agricultural pol icies and issues as he sees them. 
That does not mean that I agree with him, but I have 
to say that h istorically I have always understood where 
he was coming from, and I have to admit that at least 
he stays t rue  to the  p o l i c i es t h at he h a s  a lways 
espoused. 

* ( 1 530) 

The alternate agricultural critic for the N O P  is making 
comment from his seat across there. I ind icated to him 
earlier that I found out that he was also an advocate 
of oats. I happen to have had something come to my 
attention not too long ago. I do not want to start my 
speech off by derid ing the Members of the Opposit ion ,  
but seeing as how he happened to catch my attention 
at the moment I thought I would j ust point out to him 
that there is a letter here that was sent to local 
council lors in  the Town of Neepawa, very influential 
people. I do not doubt that is a good place to go if  
you want to raise the level of an issue, but I f ind it a 
l ittle unusual that the M LA for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman), 
as he signed it at the bottom, was writ ing asking support 
and asking for signatures. He said sign this petit ion 
and send it in  to me and I wi l l  take it to Ottawa, but 
do you know what he was asking them to sign? That 
was that oats be retu rned to the j urisdiction of the 
Wheat Board. 

Now it seems to me, in the area that I grew up in ,  
Mr. Speaker, that those people who were involved i n  
t h e  industry were generally t h e  ones who should have 
the opportunity to speak out and the ones whose voice 
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should be heard from, so I have to tell you that when 
these petitions get to Ottawa, and knowing how they 
were probably being generated, I think they will probably 
be greeted with the same derision that I am about to 
give it. 

The operator of the ambulance service in Neepawa 
and people of that nature, school teachers who are on 
the town counci l ,  I am sure their opinion is very 
important ,  but I do not th ink that they necessarily have 
a great understanding of the marketing of oats. The 
Member leads himself into an area that he really cannot 
defend. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about the Throne Speech.  
I th ink that we have seen a document, despite some 
of the comments that came from the Members opposite, 
that we have laid out a reasonable course of action 
and that we have laid out a very long l ist of areas that 
we intend to move in  and provide action and leadershi p  
for in  this province. 

A year ago, the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs .  
Carstairs) in her reaction to the  Speech from the  Throne 
last summer- I  guess obviously that is not a year ago
at that t ime her comments were, wel l ,  that was a very 
ambitious program. We said that is right, it is an 
ambitious program and that we i ntended to get on with 
the job of governing in  this province. I believe that this 
past eight months have shown that we are able to l ay 
out those goals and achieve to large measure a great 
deal of success in the areas which we intended to move 
on.  

We came a long way in  ind icating those areas- I 
notice there is a small guffaw on the other side -
( Interjection)- a big guffaw, the fel low says. I was not 
referring to his stature, M r. Speaker, I was referring to 
his voice. 

Consider the financial situation of this province that 
we inherited and that we h ave now been able to bring 
together the action that we have and put the deficit 
situation i n  this province into a semblance of normalcy, 
after the six years that it suffered under the brutal tax 
load , the brutal expend itures and the brutal deficit that 
was imposed on the people of this province. 

There are the only people over there that I have ever 
met who can raise the taxes, put an u nconscionable 
tax burden on the people of this province and then 
have the abi l ity to smile about it .  Mr. Speaker, we should 
be embarrassed with the tax load that we have created 
in this province over the last number of years. 

An Honourable Member: Do something about it. 

Mr. Cummings: That is exactly what is happening. 

First of a l l ,  you have to reduce the debt load i n  order 
to be able to reduce the demand on the income of the 
people of this province. We have arrested the debt load 
of this province so that we can now u ndertake some 
of the major problems that we were u nable to undertake 
with the tremendous outflow of capital and dol lars that 
were leaving this province simply to pay foreign debt. 
To repay debt of any kind, i f  it is  non-product ive, is 
simply not possible, considering the interest rates of 
today's world .  
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The people of Manitoba asked for a responsive and 
responsible Government, M r. Speaker, and I believe 
that we have given them that. I believe we wi l l  continue 
to give them that i n  the l ight of the legislative load we 
h ave laid out for ourselves for the coming year. 

I have opened my speeches the last couple of years 
in this House, M r. Speaker, by saying when we were 
elected to this House we were g iven both an honour 
and a responsibi l ity. I have always challenged myself 
and the other Members of this H ouse to try and 
remember which is  which. I th ink that u nfortunately 
there are some Members who do not th ink that is a 
very laudable objective. I wi l l  put that standard up to 
the people of this province any day, because we do 
have to get on wi th  the job of restoring the economic 
stabi l ity of this province and providing some leadership. 

We have put ourselves, M r. Speaker, on a path 
towards economic renewal ,  also working in  the area 
-( Interjection)- yes, I am sure there are people here 
who bought bonds, but on the other hand they might 
not recognize a good investment considering the record 
we have had economically in this province. In our return 
to economic renewal in  this province, we have to work 
towards that goal with sustainable development as one 
of our prime moving forces. We have to make a 
commitment to the environment of this province. We 
have to make a commitment to the renewal of the land 
i n  which we l ive, or certainly we wi l l  not be able to 
stand up and say we have left it in as good or a better 
condition for the generations that fol low us. 

If  that sounds corny, I apologize for the corniness of 
it because simply spoken, M r. Speaker, there is no way 
the people of this province, the people of this country 
should think we can continue with the consumptive 
society, without turning back to the people of this 
province, to the future generations, the opportun ity to 
h ave the benefits of the environment, the benefits of 
the land, the water and the air, which all of us have 
i nherited and have taken so matter of factly. I say to 
the Member for Dauphin ( M r. Plohman), he should 
breathe deeply. 

Mr. John Plohman (Dauphin): Enjoy it whi le it is here. 

Mr. Cummings: He says enjoy it while it is here. That 
is true because if that is a demonstration of a lack of 
accountabi l ity and a lack of wi l l ingness of the previous 
administration to deal with the real problems of the 
environment, then I think h is comments are misplaced . 

M r. Speaker, let me digress for a moment. When we 
look at Shoal Lake, we have simply seen what I consider 
v i r tua l l y  one of the s t u p i dest a p p l i cat ions  for 
development that could be brought forward , and that 
is to establ ish a gold mine on an island not very far 
d istant from the i ntake for the waters of the City of 
Winn ipeg. Quite frankly, there has been exploration 
going on that island for the last four years which I th ink 
a great many people in  th is - I  am sorry, the Mem ber 
for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) chose to leave at this 
moment. There has been exploration going on that 
island which apparently no one has taken a g reat deal 
of notice of, and in fact has not been brought forward 
as possibly being polluting in  and of itself.- ( Interjection)-

The water is sti l l  good . The exploration at that mine 
site is indicative of the way in  which a l l  of us have been 
negligent in the manner in which we al low exploration 
to proceed in  this country. I n  many cases, exploration 
can be as damaging or potential ly as pol lut ing to the 
environment as the actual operation itself. I th ink i f  ever 
there was an opportunity for all of us to take a look 
at what is going on in  this area, it has certainly been 
d riven home to us by this example. I have to tell you 
there is nothing that has been brought to my attention 
or anyth ing that I can conceive of that would ind icate 
th is should be or could be a safe operation to be taking 
place so close to the source of our dr ink ing water. 
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Mr. Speaker, i n  terms of looking at sustainable 
development, so often many of us take the idea of 
env i ronmenta l  c o m m i tment  and  susta i n a b l e  
development a n d  w e  say t h i s  is l ip-service to another 
buzzword or another catch phrase, that its time has 
come and its time will pass. I want to tell you, I th ink 
if the t ime ever should come that there are very many 
of us who are in  Government who th ink that this is 
simply a buzzword or simply a situation or a thought 
that wil l  pass and wil l  pass quickly, then we are certainly 
not provid ing the kind of - leadership  or kind of d irection 
that the people of this country and the environment of 
our country needs. 

Frankly, even as Min ister of Mun icipal Affairs, it 
became qu ite evident to me that we need to start 
th inking globally and not locally in how we deal with 
the problems of development. Certainly if you look at 
the planning process that is i n  place in  this province 
and th ink of it in  terms of environmentally sound 
development as wel l ,  you wi l l  real ize that land use 
pol icies and land development are so critical to the 
future of this province and to the growth that we will 
be able to establ ish within this province. 

M r. S peaker, in terms of respons i b l e  l a n d  
management, w e  have t o  b e  prepared to look at 
planning,  planning districts and land use in a manner 
that makes sense for the long-term aesthetic values 
of the people of our country so that they have an 
opportunity to take advantage of the opportunit ies that 
are presented to us. 

While land use planning is not very often a popular 
d iscussion,  when you talk to municipal ities and you talk 
to developers, the first thing that comes up is that this 
is some sort of a restriction on their abi l ity to make a 
buck. Frankly, in the long run, wel l-planned areas, wel l
planned development appreciates the values of the 
developments in  the area and does not depreciate 
them.- ( Interjection)-

! appreciate the comments of support from the 
Members opposite, because environmentally sound 
development and environmentally sound developing 
industries have actual ly become the growth industries 
of this country. Industries which are moving towards 
environmentally sound products and environmentally 
sound activity have been growing at a rate of about 
40 percent for the last number of years, and I th ink 
that c lear ly i n d i cates to a l l  of us how the future 
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generations of this country are going to deal with the 
matter of sustainable development. 

When you talk about planning,  M r. Speaker, you have 
to consider the broad basis that includes transportation, 
that includes appropriate land use and includes the 
reserves of buffer zones and al l  of those th ings that 
planners hold so near and dear. I th ink that we have 
to take a very broad approach to the way in which 
planning is developed. 

Certa i n ly the p lann i ng area arou n d  the City of 
Winn ipeg has created some controversy in  the last year 
and I th ink that needs to be dealt with dur ing this reply 
as well ,  because to simply say that the d imin ishing of 
the ad zone is inappropriate or that the planning 
jur isd ict ion of the city is being el iminated i n  favour of 
a freer or less competent planning jurisdiction is simply 
not t rue .  I t  would appear  to me, where t hose 
municipal it ies are controlled u nder provincial planning,  
they have a much more closely t ied development of 
responsibi l ity. 

I n  fact , those w h o  were proponents  of hav ing  
municipalities move into provincial planning as  opposed 
to some of the restrictions that were control led under 
the ad zone around the City of Winn ipeg, may feel they 
are in the future in a much more restricted planning 
environment than the one they have just left . I am not 
sure that message has been c learly enough delineated 
by myself or by the mun icipal officials-that is the 
environment in  which they will be working.  As we move 
out into the more sparsely populated parts of the 
province and where the better agricultural land is,  we 
certain ly have to take i nto account that responsib i l ity 
and maintenance of agricultural and recreational land, 
and al l  of the other adjacent planning responsib i l it ies 
that come into p lay. 

M r. Speaker, as I said earl ier, I have learned to think 
globally rather than locally. That does not mean, I guess, 
I am not an advocate for my own community and my 
own const ituency when the need arises, but I th ink we 
have to develop a new attitude in  this province. Probably 
Canada-wide, we have to develop a new attitude but 
we h ave to h ave a d i fferent a p p roach in o u r  
communities. We have to lead t h e  development o f  our 
communities with that d i fferent att itudinal approach, 
and certainly my intention in my new responsib i l ities 
as Minister of Environment is to work closely with other 
provinces and with the federal authorities in  bringing 
forth legislation, regulation and attitudinal changes in  
how we deal  with the environment. 

I think, as I said earlier, we have a consumptive society 
that seems to have only one d i rection in terms of how 
it consumes and that is more. We have to learn to 
reduce. We have to learn to reuse and certainly we 
have to learn to recycle. That wi l l  be part of the 
responsibi l it ies this Govern ment will move forward 
aggressively to deal with those problems. 

Technologically, we have to be very aware of those 
i n d u str ies  a n d  t hose b u s i n esses that are 
environmentally sound.  As we work to produce jobs 
through attracting of industries to this province, I wish 
to give you my assurance and the assurance of this 
Government that we wil l be seeking out those industries 
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that are environmentally sound,  try to bring forward 
that type of development in our province, knowing ful l  
wel l  that is probably the one area where there wil l  be 
lots of competition from other jurisdictions to attract 
those industries as wel l .  

Frankly, while the concept of  sustainable development 
as put forward by Prime Minister Brundtland , I have 
to ind icate that does not mean there shall be no 
development ;  i t  means there sha l l  be sustainab le  
development. That can  only be profitable and of  great 
source of compat ib i l ity between the industries and the 
people who l ive close to, people who consume from 
and the people who work in  those industries will be 
able to profit from .  

A s  we look at what are deemed t o  b e  environmentally 
sound industries, you can also look at the information 
and technology industries that are industries now where 
the abi lity to export information, the abi l ity to provide 
research ,  the abi l ity to provide people who are highly 
trained in  the planning and development areas is also 
part and parcel of some of the sustainable industries 
we have in  this province presently. 

* ( 1 550) 

I th ink it is probably very appropriate we now have 
attracted Wang Industries to Winn ipeg. I do not th ink 
there is any problem with the type of development we 
w i l l  h ave from an i n d ustry where we become a 
developmental and informational centre for a worldwide 
organ izat i o n ,  a n d  certai n l y  that  is the  type of 
development that can be seen to be environmentally 
sound and sustainable and provide high tech jobs and 
opportunity for the people of this province. 

Let me pause briefly, Mr. Speaker, to talk about one 
specific item, and that specific item is recycl ing.  Not 
only is recycl ing seen to be one of the important things 
that everyone in  the environment wants to talk about 
these days, as I mentioned earlier, it can in  fact also 
be profitable. I think it is one thing to say that we are 
going to recycle, re-use and reclaim and when you 
actually start bringing in the product for recycl ing you 
have to be prepared as wel l  to deal with it at that stage. 
Once you have brought in aluminum and recycled i t ,  
it is readily marketable. When you have brought in  glass 
to recycle, it is not as readi ly marketable. You have to 
be prepared to look for a use for the product to make 
sure that you simply do not provide a system for 
bringing it in  and taking it out of the waste stream and 
then , when nobody is  looking,  truck it back out to the 
waste d isposal sites because there is not a readily 
avai lable market for it .  

Those are the types of d i lemmas that we wil l  be 
moving to deal with in  the very near future because 
the promotion of recycl ing and reusing of our products, 
while it is  pol itically popular, it is environmentally sound 
and it is  certainly an area that no one would criticize. 
It is also an area, as Ontario has found,  for example, 
that can cause some financial problems. I n  cities in  
Ontario, and certainly the City of  Edmonton, have found 
that some of their recycl ing programs have developed 
some huge costs.  As we develop comprehensive 
recyc l i ng  programs for M ani toba,  we have to be 
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p repared to deal with those issues and make sure that 
we have a system that wil l  not let us down after the 
first few years. 

We have referred that we wi l l  be extend i ng the 
environmental Act, and The Dangerous Goods and 
Handl ing Act wi l l  be ful ly proclaimed. M r. Speaker, i n  
terms o f  the environment, what that means is that we 
wi l l  have the abi l ity to track hazardous products from 
cradle to grave and that by keeping control of some 
of the very hazardous products that we are deal ing 
with we wil l  be able to make sure that there are not 
l arge amounts  of them t hat are i ntent iona l ly, or 
u nintentional ly, deposited in an unsafe way into the 
environment.  We will be able to track these products 
from production to use and back into storage or 
d isposal and be able to trace the exact volumes. 

As we talk about environmental issues, there is  no 
doubt that many people go r ight back to the very basic 
roots of where any populat ion must go when it comes 
time to revitalize their approach to the environment 
and sustainable development, and that is back to 
agriculture. I th ink there is l ittle doubt that when you 
look at what the M inister of N atural Resources did last 
winter i n  tak ing  forward o u r  so i l  po l icy strategy, 
additionally the soi l  strategies going forward , that this 
is  the basis of groundworks for development of pol icy 
which will be implemented in the near future, pol icies 
that wil l  be a foundation u pon which we can bui ld 
sustainable development, infrastructure throughout this 
p rovince. If you do not have the support of the people 
who are at the grassroots of problems such as this, 
then you certainly will never be able to build something 
from the top down. It has to be cooperative, there has 
to be leadership .  There certainly has to be a wi l l ingness 
to invest time and effort on the part of the people who 
are most closely involved . 

Fran kly, M r. Speaker, I have a comment that I would 
l i ke to read i nto the record. I t  comes from a gentleman 
connected with Agriculture Canada who talks about 
susta i n a b l e  deve lopment  d ef i n i t i o n  in terms of 
agriculture, t rying to state in  h is own mind how he sees 
the efforts. He refers to it as the uti l ization of resources 
and environment to opt im ize economic and other 
societal benefits today while not damaging prospects 
for their use by future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, sustainable development frankly is, as 
I said a minute ago, an orientation and not a destination. 
We have to change the way in  which we th ink about 
our environment and th ink about the manner in  which 
we deal with it .  I th ink the time has come for us al l  to 
harness the wi l l ingness of today's agricultural people 
to deal with what are some very real d ifficulties in the 
way in which we treat the environment. 

Sustainable agriculture should produce a net surplus 
of usable energy, not a deficit. I th ink that is pretty 
o bvious to almost anyone who wants to stop and think 
about it for a moment.  The l oss and destruction of our 
soils that we have seen in  the last few years quite simply 
h as dr iven home to many of us the fact that we are 
deal ing with a very fragile issue in terms of deal ing 
with our soi ls .  

The pol lut ion of our surface and ground waters as 
wel l ,  M r. Speaker, is becoming i ncreasingly a g rowing 
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concern with the people who are working on the l ands 
of this province, I would say increasingly important to 
every agriculturalist across this country. Certainly from 
t h e  p o i n t  of  v iew of  t h e  prov ince, the p rovi n c i a l  
Government, it is our intention to provide leadership 
and d i rection in  how we bring forward pol icies and 
d i rection for the people who are leading the department 
and the people who are working with the agricu ltural 
land itself because, s imply, there are many of us out 
there, and there are some of us on the front benches 
and on the benches on this side who have spent al l  
o u r  l ives w o r k i n g  in a g r i c u l t u re .  M any t i mes we 
recognize the problems, but we do not appreciate the 
solution or we do not feel that we can economically 
afford the solution . 

The other item of course that faces agriculture and 
faces al l  of us is the need to acquire some extremely 
safe agricultural chemicals and decrease the increasing 
dependency that agriculture has on chemicals in  order 
to increase our productive abi l ity. 

There is one other item that I want to touch on briefly 
as wel l ,  M r. Speaker, and that is the Repap sale. I want 
to indicate to the Members of this House and to the 
p u b l i c  t h at t h i s  w i l l  be an abso lute ly  s o u n d  
environmental process that t h i s  corporation w i l l  be put 
through. Frankly, there wil l be no end runs in  terms of 
dealing with the environment and the applications that 
wi l l  be made to the Clean Environment Commission 
by Repap. 

We simply are not going to stand idly by and watch 
the issues regarding the environment float by us. I can 
tell you that in the last two weeks we have asked for 
env i ron menta l  hear i n g s  on N am ew Lake,  on the 
Westlake project and , as  I said a moment ago, the 
Repap sale w i l l  g o  through some very f ine-tooth 
examination by the Clean Environment Commission. 

The Member for Fort Garry (Laurie Evans) was 
referring to our agricultural policies, and actually I th ink 
he gave our Government a very good backhanded 
compliment, because he simply did not attack the 
M anitoba Government or our Min ister of Agriculture 
( M r. F indlay). He was busy flai l ing away at Ottawa and 
the things that they have not done, but he made a 
comment in h is remarks that caught my attention.  

* ( 1 600) 

He said we have al l  this right-wing material i n  there 
and then he said we threw in all this social ist crap. I 
would l ike to know if he cleared with his Leader women's 
health care issues, breast screening. Is that social ist 
crap in  his mind? Did he talk to her about chi ld care? 
Did he talk to the Member for Selk irk (Mrs. Charles) 
about child abuse, spousal abuse, elder abuse, all issues 
that we need to deal with ,  issues that everybody in this 
H ouse would want to deal with? I f  that is social ist crap, 
then I wil l  take my share of i t ,  M r. S peaker. 

In some people's minds,  I suppose he might say 
everything I have been saying in  the last l ittle whi le 
about the environment is socialist crap, i f  he wants to 
put it i n  those terms, but Man itobans elected us to be 
a responsive and responsible Government and I have 
a l ittle note here that ind icates in  a way, I th ink ,  is  very 
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r ea l .  I w i l l  l i n k  t h i s  to another  change t h at o u r  
Government made. Sometimes it i s  the l ittle changes 
that make the i mportance and make the difference for 
the people out there who are receiving services from 
Government. 

I want to compliment the Minister of Family Services 
(Mrs.  Oleson) because now young people who want to 
have an opportunity to go out and earn some money 
while their parents are on welfare can keep that money 
without  see ing  the i r  parental  welfare reduced or 
endangered, something that has been begging to be 
dealt with for years. 

The great bastion of social ist protectors that sit on 
the opposite side of the H ouse here had an opportun ity 
to deal with this and did not, and frankly the amount 
of money that was involved was peanuts, Mr. Speaker. 

I can tell you the abi l ity for some self-motivated 
earn ing abi l ity and the amount of pride that can give 
a young person ,  who is being raised in a home where 
unemployment and welfare might very wel l  have been 
part of his l ife, I th ink is extremely important and 
beneficial . 

I also want to compl iment the Minister. I have a letter 
here from an association that provides residence for 
mentally handicapped . I do not think it would be fair 
to name them and put their name automatically in  the 
polit ical realm, but I will show this letter to anybody 
who might care to see it afterwards. 

I want to read the last paragraph from their letter. 
They said this:  "The recently announced rates for 
resi dent ia l  programs a re m ore in l i n e  w i th  what 
residential operators requ i re to operate faci l it ies rather 
than the previous rate for al l  residences. This decision 
of the G overnment has shown us that the Min ister is 
l i sten i n g  t o  the service-p rovi d i n g  agenc ies and  
responding to the  practical as  wel l as  the  phi losophical 
issues." I th ink that letter speaks oceans about the 
abi l ity of this Government to respond in  areas where 
the simple understanding of the problem and dealing 
with it is  al l  that is requ i red and it has gone waiting 
and wanting for far too long in  this province. 

In terms of rural development, I think one of the 
important things that the people of rural Man itoba want 
to know is whether or not their Government wi l l  be 
closer to them, and whether or not they wi l l  have the 
opportunity to be served in their own communit ies by 
the people who should be serving them. 

I think it is important we recognize what is happening 
in  terms of reorganizing of Government and putting 
together for the people of Manitoba who l ive outside 
of the larger metropolis to have an opportun ity to see 
a potential to be involved , and have a real chance to 
have their Government service provided closer to them. 

While I think qu ite h igh ly of the Mem ber for Selkirk 
(Mrs. Charles)-and she has always treated me fairly
! would have to say that at a symposium held i n  rural 
Manitoba this summer she made a couple of comments 
about decentralization of Government that I would think 
need to be clarified in light of what we are doing as 
a Government. The Member for Selkirk said it ,  "what 
we need is a Department of Rural Lifestyle, whether it 
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is a board , a committee or some style, that somewhere 
there is a voice that you can vet Government decisions 
through a rural agency. "  

That sounds interesting b u t  the response o f  the. rural 
people who were at that meeting was this. You said 
that we should look at setting up a Board of Rural 
Lifestyles. Let the people decide. You said that the 
pol iticians are not the solution, that the people of rural 
Manitoba are. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker in the Chair.) 

There are other quotes in  here I would give you but 
the impl ication is there is not a Government that is 
wil l ing to take the risk and take the init iative and say 
they wi l l  decentral ize Government services i nto rural 
Manitoba. We have taken that risk, we have said we 
are prepared to take that in itiative. This is not taking 
from Peter to pay Pau l .  This is simply putting the 
services closer to where the people are so that they 
do not have to consider themselves going 50 miles or 
1 00 mi les down the road to get a service that they 
could rightful ly be entitled to closer to their home 
jurisdiction and their home residence. 

* ( 1 6 10)  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to te l l  you that because 
we have made that commitment and because we are 
p repared to take that issue and meet it head on, I 
bel ieve that the people of this province are only too 
pleased to see the k ind of information that we put 
forward adjacent to that in  the Speech from the Throne. 
We are prepared to put our money where our mouth 
is, put our actions where we bel ieve we wil l  have the 
best results for the people of Manitoba. I would urge 
everyone in  this Chamber to support this Speech fi-om 
the Throne. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mrs. Gwen Charles (Selkirk): Mr. Deputy Speaker, it 
is indeed an honour to be recogn ized by you, Sir, as 
my fi rst speech in  this Session and yours introducing 
me as a new Member sitting in  the Chair. I appreciate 
that and congratulate you on your appointment. I also 
hope you wi l l  pass on to the Speaker h imself my 
continuing gratitude and support for his role he plays 
as S peaker. I would also add to the Pages and the 
staff, Hansard and the clerking staff i n  the H ouse how 
we do appreciate the work that they do on our behalf 
to make everything run smoothly in  this House. 

I particularly would l ike to congratulate a Page 
selected from my community, Crystal M ikoluff, who was 
one of two in my community who applied for the 
program of being a Page. She was the one selected, 
but I th ink it is an attitude of the qual ity of the Pages 
who were selected in that I know that the other member 
from our Youth Parl iament who applied to become a 
Page is of such high quality that it must have been a 
d i fficult choice in making the select ion that was taken . 

Before I go into speaking on issues that are of concern 
to my community, I would l ike to speak in general as 
to why I wil l  not be supporting this Throne Speech.  I 
wi l l  not be supporting this Throne Speech and perhaps, 
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as many of the Members in the th ird Opposition Party 
and the Government have said,  it is not a popular issue. 
As the Min ister for Enviro nment ( M r. Cummings) just 
p o i nted out ,  there is t r o u b l e  w i t h  t ry i n g  to h ave 
statesma n l i k e  G over n m e n t s  in a l l  of  t h e  wor ld  
nowadays, and it is d ifficult to  separate popularity from 
becoming a polit ician. I bel ieve that this is  an issue 
that we have to stand on. 

We have many students i n  China right now standing 
i n  defiance of what is r ight now their  law i n  order to 
have a free vote. They must look upon us very much 
askance when we stand here saying we cannot be 
bothered with a vote. How expensive is a vote? Wel l ,  
what are the alternatives? As I have sa id  to many 
members of my communities, when you look at the 
alternat ives, an election looks pretty good. 

So I wi l l  not be support ing this Throne S peech and 
I wil l  put on the record today the many reasons why 
not. I would l ike to read into the record again ,  as has 
been mentioned, the many l ayoffs that we have seen 
in this province over the last year. We have had plant 
closures in Canada Packers, 90 people; Ogi lvie, 89; 
Wescott, 1 80;  Marr's in  Brandon,  37; Toro i n  Stein bach, 
28; Marks and Spencer, 45; M olson's, a number we 
do not yet know; Wardair, we do not yet know; CN,  by 
the hundreds. G reat-West Life today has announced 
35 people moving out of the province. We have the 
closing of CFB and Kapyong Barracks of 1 ,400 people. 
We have lost the CF-5 contract that would have replaced 
the loss of the CF- 18  contract which, of course, we 
knew was a great loss to the province. 

U nemployment in  this province is  above the national 
average for the first time in d ecades. Private investment 
has decreased. Housing starts have decreased while 
net  m i g rat ion from the p ro v i n ce has i n c rease d .  
M a n i tobans  t h i s  year, because of t h e  federal  
Government's actions wi l l  h ave to pay 25 percent more 
i n  crop insurance payments. We wil l  see actually cuts 
in upgrading of branch lines. We will see increases in 
farm fuel tax and the grain rate subsidy will be cut. 
These are federal Tory promises, but this Government 
has not taken action to stand up against them. 

There also wi l l  be cuts to the Western Diversification 
Fund. I hear Members saying these are speeches 
against the federal Budget. This Government was 
elected on a promise they could pick up a telephone 
and talk to the federal Government and that would be 
a difference. I believe the people believed that and they 
voted you in as a Tory prov incial Government on the 
belief that maybe some cooperation could be reached 
between two Governments of the same Party. We ask 
for cooperation in this H ouse and we try to g ive it, but 
how can we expect cooperation to succeed in here 
when two Parties cannot get along when they are two 
governing bodies? 

This Government speaks of being able to reduce the 
deficit and I th ink we all are well aware of the deficit 
reduction needs. It is interesting though that the federal 
G overnment wants to spend several mi l l ion dol lars or 
up to several mi l l ion dol lars advertising how much we 
have to get it reduced, and then do little about reducing 
i t .  

This Government has reduced the deficit but it has 
n ot been because of g o o d  m a n agement .  It has 
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happened because o f  windfalls that they have received 
from t h e  N O P  p revi o u s  G over n m e n t .  Federal  
equal ization grants have come our way not because 
we are doing wel l ,  but because we are doing poorly. 
They have come our way to shore up our poor economy. 
Last year, this Government predicted a 2 percent 
economic growth rate, and yet we got less than one
half of 1 percent. 

This Government has claimed we are the third-highest 
level of growth and capital investment in Canada, but 
that is only when compared to the d ismal past we have 
had. We stand sixth overal l ,  with only four provinces 
doing worse than us. Price Waterhouse has announced 
that our weekly earnings in  Manitoba have decreased 
over the last year. These are the economic reasons 
why this Government has to stand accountable. I would 
l ike to be able to bring back to my constituents that 
I ,  as an Opposition Member elected to oppose, wi l l  do 
so. 

I have in the last few days sat in  this H ouse, l istened 
to various speakers of the N O P  and of the Government 
speak i n g  on t h e i r  new-fou n d  i nterest o f  the 
environment. I appreciate they have found the need 
for t h e  env i ronment  p rotect i o n .  The susta i n ab le  
development is becoming a buzzword because everyone 
should understand what sustainable development is  
about. 

However, as a person having l ived in  Selkirk for many, 
many years and having served on town counci l ,  having 
worked with environment groups, having worked for 
the betterment of the quality of the Red River, having 
been in  d iscussion with the NOP as a Government and 
supposedly with the Conservatives as an Opposition 
just two years ago when the dispute over 350 new 
housing projects taking place on Shoal Lake, proposed 
by an I ndian band -we made it a known there was a 
proposed gold mine going to be on Shoal Lake. I 
support clean water, wherever it may be. 

I do wonder why the City of Winn ipeg is more 
important than the Town of Selkirk or the Town of 
Dauphin  or the City of Portage la Prairie or the City 
of Brandon. Why do we not have the right to a clean 
sustained water supply? Why is Shoal Lake being asked 
for a clean environment hearing? Why not the City of 
Winn ipeg on the Red River? These are questions I have 
been asking for the last two or three years. Final ly, I 
am having people hear them and that is appreciated 
by me. Now, if I have some action, I wi l l  be even happier 
but it may have to be in  the short term from now when 
we, as Liberals, become Government-

An Honourable Member: What? 

Mrs. Charles: -for the people wil l  make that decision 
i f  they do not see act ion soon on the environment. 

During the last provincial election when things were 
looking pretty sorry for the New Democratic Party in 
my r id ing,  the Leader of the N O P  stood up in  a press 
conference and accused me of being wi l l ing to spend 
too much money to clean up the Red River. Now I hear 
him in this House standing up and saying we m ust 
clean up the Red River. 
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This type of action, to say the least , annoys me 
because we do not play, as a certain Member of the 
Govern ment has put forward t h i s  week , not very 
appropriately, but has tried to d o  so, we do not play 
polit ics with certain issues, and cleaning up the Red 
River should be a joint membership  in this House and 
a joint action. So I am glad to hear the Leader of the 
New Democrats (Mr. Doer) support cleaning up the Red 
River. I am glad to hear the M inister for Native Affairs 
(Mr. Downey) wanting to clean u p  the Red River, so let 
us d o  it. 

I also have found it i nteresting to hear about support 
for rural development. Selkirk, over the last eight years 
or so, has been trying to get two Governments to agree 
on supporting a Selkirk landing proposal . This is a fine 
example of rural development. It wou ld ,  by studies, 
have a turnaround payback period of just three years. 
The federal Government came onside, the provincial 
Government came onside, but an election occurred 
and this Government denied Selkirk the opportunity 
to i m prove i ts  econ o m i c  o p p o rt u n i t i es a n d  i ts  
environmental qual it ies and i ts  future. 

I f ind that most d iscouraging.  I have asked many, 
many questions in this H ouse and, u nfortunately once 
again ,  the Leader of the N D P  ( M r. Doer) d id not want 
to l isten over the last year but, as an election may be 
coming up,  he suddenly d iscovered it, went out to 
Selkirk,  said ,  hey, I can support this, and has introduced 
a resolution. N ow, I wi l l  support that resolution because 
of the qual ity of the project he is naming, but not the 
q uality of the attitude that proposed it .  

We also have proposed in  the Town of Selk i rk a f ine 
recreation complex which has received pieces and bits 
of grants over the last couple of years from the 
provincial Government and has been a result of many, 
many hours and much dedication of many volunteers. 
We are very p leased to see what I believe was the 
money set aside by the federal Government for the 
Selkirk land ing project reissued into the recreational 
complex. 

I was asked by the Recreation Foundation to set up 
meetings with Min isters of th is Government in  order 
that they could d iscuss what the proposal is  and ask 
tor support of the proposal . I was not intending to attend 
those meetings. We made the meeting with the Min ister 
of Culture,  Heritage and Recreation (Mrs. M itchelson). 
We phoned two weeks before to double-check on it, 
it was a go. We phoned the week before and al l  of a 
sudden they d id not know about the meeting unt i l  we 
pushed and then they knew about the meeting but it 
could not take place. This is an attitude which I have 
found over the last year to be pervasive with this 
Government, the idea that they have somehow their 
own agenda and the people should be set aside. 

The biggest example of this to me has been the 
wal kout  d u r i n g  the M a n fo r  d iscuss i o n .  It was 
d isgraceful .  

Mr. John Angus (St. Norbert): It was d isg racefu l. 

Mrs. Charles: An echo we have in this House-as I 
repeat what the Member for St. Norbert (Mr. Angus) 
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i s  saying, i t  was d isgracefu l .  H e  was the lead critic in 
the committee. 

We had asked for a recess of the committee, the 
committee to be brought back in time that we could 
d iscuss the Manfor proposal before it was signed. We 
were giving away one-fifth of our forest rights in  the 
province, a land area larger than some of our provinces 
and the Min ister did not want to d iscuss any aspects 
of it. He d id not set out what he would d iscuss, he just 
said he could not d iscuss it .  We asked if we could 
recess the meeting to the next day. The Minister came 
back , and I wi l l  quote out of Hansard , from May 1 :  
" M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I am sorry, b u t  i n  reviewing  t he 
t imetables of Mr. Bessey and myself, there are no other 
options available this week, so I would suggest then 
that we continue through the night." 

* ( 1 620) 

The M e m ber tor St. N o r bert ( M r. A n g u s )  j ust 
previously to that had said ,  I do not believe that there 
is going to be any purpose served in having us thunder 
on unt i l  three or tour in the morning getting very tired . 
I wou ld  much rather take a break, step back and look 
at this, research a bit and come back with some 
legit imate concerns. The Opposition Members in  that 
comm ittee were try i n g  to be res p o n s i b l e .  The 
Government asked us to s i t  through the n ight. We 
agreed , we were prepared to. Not very many hours 
later, after having asked n umerous q uest ions,  the 
Min ister of Finance (Mr. Manness), the M inister of 
Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey), the Min ister of Natural 
Resources (Mr. Enns), the Member tor Giml i  (Mr. Helwer) 
walked out. Never before in Canadian h istory has 
Government walked out on a committee. Shortly after 
that, the Chair recessed the meeting and left the room 
as wel l .  The next day, we were unable to h ave the Chair 
come back and cal l the meeting forward , so in  essence 
the Government locked us out of our democratic right 
on a d uty-cal led meeting. I think they i nsulted all of 
the parl iamentary process, the history that has gone 
on before us, and I find that the best example of the 
attitude this Government has to the people of Manitoba. 

I have attended , as many Members I am sure have, 
many Remembrance Days honouring members of our 
commun ity who h ave g iven their l i ves to p rotect 
democracy. When people make a laughing stock, when 
they disgracefully walk out, I take it as an insult to 
many past generations and an example set tor future 
generations. Hopefu l ly, we have dealt with it and wi l l  
deal with it responsibly as an Opposition so that we 
wil l  set a precedent that this shall never happen again .  

I would l i k e  t o  go on with other issues that have not 
been dealt with concerning the Selkirk area and d istrict. 
We have not had anything happening in Telephones. 
The cal l ing area tor Selkirk and d istrict will not do away 
with the long distance cal ls from Selk irk to Winnipeg. 
The businesses in  Selkirk wil l  have to sti l l  call long 
distance to Winnipeg to order their suppl ies, to phone 
their doctors, to attend to their special ists, and many, 
many comforts that Winnipeggers can enjoy by picking 
up the phone and not being charged are not given to 
Selkirk people, nor are they given to many, many areas 
around urban centres" 
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On the other hand, mem bers of West St. Paul area, 
if they want an ambulance wi l l  have to phone long 
distance, if they want pol ice wi l l  have to phone long 
d istance-an insult upon in jury, as they say. They wi l l  
be taxed not only by the federal Government but in  
addit ion by  the  provincial Govern ment. If any  of  the 
Members in  this H ouse have the unfortunate situat ion,  
and my hope is that they never wi l l  have, to have a 
serious injury occur at an early hour of the morning 
just north of the Perimeter H ighway, I cal l  on them to 
figure out how they wil l  get ambulance or pol ice to 
come to them. They wi l l  not know that although they 
are i n  a Win n ipeg p h o n i n g  d istr ict  t hey h ave the 
Manitoba long distance d irectory to look u p  the long 
distance phone calls. They wi l l  not know that they wi l l  
have to phone long d istance to get the police and 
a m b u l ance .  I t h i n k  when secon d s  c o u n t  in o u r  
hospitalization needs, this i s  a n  unsatisfactory situation. 

It  also splits the community when neighbours have 
to phone long d istance to talk to neigh bours, when 
one business wil l  have the o pportunity to call upon a 
centre as large as the City of Winn ipeg without cost 
and the next business will have to call with cost. I ndeed, 
l ines have to be d rawn but the cal l ing d istricts set in  
place are not  satisfactory and improvements can  be 
made, and I hope w i l l  be  made. 

I would also l ike to speak on what I bel ieve is the 
future of Selkirk and the d istrict, and that is tourism. 
We are not seeing a tourism package developed for 
M a n i t o b a .  There is n o t h i ng n ew in t h e  m i n d s  of 
G overnment of how to attract tourists. We have the 
idea that if we should go out of province to make our 
f i lms to support industry, if we do use in-house workers, 
we will not pay them going rates even though on the 
other hand we are subsidizing them through Culture, 
Heritage and Recreation.  

I do support the move of the Deputy M in ister for 
Tourism. I th ink he wi l l  be a good ambassador for 
Tourism, but he has to have a focus and he has to 
have support. Tourism for Selkirk, and I believe that 
would have been supported by this Government had 
they supported either one, but hopeful ly both of either 
the Selkirk landing and the recreation complex, then 
we would  have seen a self-su pport ing industry in  the 
Selkirk,  Lockport and d istrict. 

The Lockport merchants are very concerned because 
plans go ahead to circumvent their commun ity with yet 
another bridge over the Red River. They have concerns 
a bout  f i sh i n g ,  n ot j ust b y  t h i s  G over n m e n t  b u t  
particularly now b y  t h e  federal Government in  their 
plans and procedures that they have been using in 
d redging the Red River. We are hoping that we are 
coming to a satisfactory conclusion for that. I would 
also l ike to say that some of the support for Selkirk 
l a n d i ng p roject wou ld  h ave he l ped i m p rove o u r  
infrastructure i n  Selkirk.  

I a p p reciate that the  federal C o n servat ive 
Government d id not see f i t  to p ick up the federal Liberal 
p o l icy of s u p p o r t i n g  i n frast ructure costs across 
M anitoba. It is a pol icy that has been stated by the 
Federation of Canadian Municipal ities that would be 
self-support ing in  cost , that would  indeed create jobs. 
I th ink each of us probably sitt ing here in  this House 
k nows the need for infrastructure repairs. 
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I appreciate this Government has a charge ahead of 
them in order  to  f i g u re out  h ow t hey can d o  
infrastructure repairs when bi l ls are so costly, when i n  
Winnipeg i t  i s  mi l l ions o f  dol lars, when i n  the City of 
Portage la Prairie it is $40 mi l l ion. The City of Brandon 
needs infrastructure, the Town of Selk irk ,  and many 
other need i nfrastructure repairs. What I would suggest 
to this Government is that while we are wait ing for 
funds to become avai lable, and I th ink i f  enough 
pressure is put on by al l  of Canadians, we wi l l  see 
fund ing have to become available and the need for 
sustainable development, then let us at least get forward 
a p r i or i ty  l ist  so that  if the  f u n d s  come f o rward 
tomorrow, we wi l l  be able to take action the next day. 
Let us not sit back and do noth ing while th ings get 
worse. 

I would ,  as wel l ,  point out immediate actions that 
can be taken for the Red River. There needs to be 
pressure put on al l  three levels of Government: the 
City of Wi n n i peg , the p rovi nce and the federal  
Government to put  forward a comprehensive river 
pol icy. Presently, any large craft on the Red River is 
al lowed to dump its septic tanks straight into the Red 
River. The sad fact of that is, with the quantity of sludge 
that is already being dumped into the Red River by 
the North End sewage treatment plant, it does not make 
m uch d ifference. But the truth is every l ittle bit will help. 
That would  be an action by coordinating efforts of who 
owns the river, who controls the river, that we could 
beg in  to clean the mess up. 

* ( 1 630) 

I question this G overnment's  support of sustainable 
devel o p m e n t .  F i rst of a l l ,  t hey speak of  r u ra l  
development and say then major development projects 
wi l l  be only in the City of Winn ipeg. They spoke of 
sustainable development only in the City of Winn ipeg. 
They speak of the Mental Health Centre of Excellence 
for the City of Winn ipeg . I have to question why the 
City of Brandon,  why the Town of Selkirk,  could not 
be considered? And this indeed I was speaking of at 
the Neepawa Rural Agenda Conference, is t hat the 
Governments wi l l  continue to make ad hoe decisions 
unless rural areas are g iven an opportun ity to be lobby 
groups and to judge by themselves the qualities that 
they can give to the Province of Manitoba. 

And, indeed, Members opposite are saying how about 
Manfor? Wel l ,  sustainable development for Manfor is 
st i l l  questionable because we are sti l l  looking at what 
wi l l  the hearings of the environment committee be. 

We have the best example in  Rafferty-Alameda, in 
that we had to convince the Government that maybe 
the qual ity and quantity of water would not be the best. 
They did not err on the side of caution, they decided 
to take the polit ical stance and say, oh no, we know 
best, do not let us have to q uestion it. Do not let us 
have to hold environment hearings, just let us go ahead. 
Environment hearings and i mpact stud ies are there for 
the purpose of sustainable development and, un less 
we understand why they are there, we wil l  not go forward 
with it .  

I heard the previous speaker, the Min ister for Rural 
Development ( M r. Penner) speaking of recycl ing and 



Thursday, May 25, 1989 

of course I have supported recycl ing for many, many 
years. I was saddened to see last year, I guess it was 
a decision by the previous Government to put forward 
a styrofoam egg carton plant in the City of Winn ipeg, 
and these are exactly the type of decisions that can 
be made by Government by disal lowing those that wi l l  
pol lute and encouraging those that can be recycled . 

The past M i nister for the Environment (Mr. Connery) 
is trying to make comments from the other side, and 
that is unfortunate that he sti l l  th inks he has an attitude 
about the environment because of course some of his 
actions were not the best. 

We do not have a spi l ls B i l l ,  even though PCBs from 
the Quebec fire and tragedy will be coming through 
our province within a month. 

We are not looking towards water transfers being 
d iscussed in  this House, because this Government does 
not want to talk about water transfers and what may 
h appen under the Free Trade Agreement, but they are 
quite prepared to change or to transmit water from 
one aquifer to the other. I am speaking particularly of 
the Assin i bo ine  de l ta aqu ifer wh ich  is ,  as by the  
Government books, reaching the  record low and  yet 
they sti l l  have plans for transferring water from one 
area to the other. 

Past practices in Natural Resources, I am sure, were 
taken in  good measure but i ndeed they have proven 
to be very poor management practices. We will h ave 
to look at strong measures brought in to encourage 
wetland retention, and I have mentioned those in the 
past Session . 

I was somewhat surprised and we discussed it in the 
economic development meeting about the fact that if 
we run out of seedl ing plants for the Manfor situations, 
they wi l l  not be held accountable for replanting trees. 
I am worried about that, and th is year where the forest 
fires have devastated so much of Manitoba I would  
encourage th is  Government to take action in  developing 
seedl ing plants and construction companies that may 
be of benefit of the northern communit ies, so that we 
can grow more plants to replant our forest areas. 

I have to, whi le I am speaking of forests, speak of 
the trip I had to the Duck Mountains when I had the 
opportunity to see how the cuttings of the forests were 
taking place before Manfor comes onto l ine.  I have 
mentioned to the M inister of Natural Resources ( M r. 
Enns) that there is an area u p  there, which I hope by 
now he has taken action on,  that there are plans to 
burn because they do not l i ke the way of the past 
planting procedures have taken place, because they 
would l ike to have the elk coming closer to the roads 
so people can see them, which is indeed not the 
encouragement we should be putting forward. 

I have also seen that the producers of the forestry 
industry have many concerns up there and I would 
hope that the new Minister for Natural Resources ( M r. 
Enns) wi l l  look into how policy is developed and who 
develops the pol icy, how quotas are g iven out and who 
wil l  manage the quotas because there are indeed 
problems in that area. 

I had the opportun ity and privi lege of being given 
two new critic's positions at the end of January, those 
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being t h e  critic o f  Culture, Heritage and Recreation, 
as wel l ,  as I have mentioned , the crit ic for Natural 
Resources. I have not been too surprised this week by 
the actions of the Min ister of Culture, Heritage and 
Recreat ion  ( M rs .  M itchelson) .  I was hop ing  to be 
surprised because I think the community deserves 
better than the actions that have taken place this week. 

The M in ister has stated that she was told by the 
Manitoba l ntercultural Council they approved of her 
taking away their granting capabil ities. That seems to 
be a departure from the truth in that they claim, not 
j ust one person but the board itself claims that is not 
their intention. There is a need to have the ethnic cultural 
community represented by its peers because they 
u nderstand from whence the community is coming. 

New people, new Canadians in  this province wil l  not 
want to join together in  having to come to a Government 
board when many of them wi l l  have left their countries 
in fear of Government. There are many reasons, but 
I th ink the att itude of this Government, that they want 
to keep communities in  submission to their power, is 
perhaps the most degrading that I have seen. 

I had put forward before this Session came into place 
the need for a pol icy on multiculturalism, the need for 
an Act, and I was very pleased to see that within the 
Throne Speech, but I cannot believe that it wi l l  come 
into being when I see the actions of this M inister. I 
have also asked that immediate funding be made 
available to ethnic communities to develop background 
on their  beliefs, customs and traditions in  order that 
this information can be c irculated to police, social 
workers, educators and all those deal ing with this 
community. 

I bel ieve grants could be developed to provide school 
books without stereotyping of characters and without 
the stereotyping of i l lustrations, both for the ethnic 
community, for the handicapped and for women. There 
is a p i l ot p roject ava i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  the  federal  
Govern ment on  race relat ions  for educators and 
schools. It would be most proactive for this Minister 
to pick up that pi lot project and init iate it within  our 
school system. We defin itely would ask the Minister of 
Education (Mr. Derkach) to promote in-service programs 
on multicu lturalism and stereotyping of our cultures. 

I th ink again that the attitude of this Government 
has been well shown by what has been known as the 
Gladstone i ncident, not that i t  happened , because I 
understand the Minister of Transportation (Mr. Albert 
Driedger), that he is a kind gentleman and would indeed 
put his hand out to shake people's hands. But when 
the problem is pointed out and people have to beg for 
an apology and it wi l l  not be given, then I th ink again 
the attitude of the Government comes through,  an 
attitude of complete ind ifference, an attitude of no 
respect, an attitude of indifference to the people's needs 
and backgrounds, when people have run away in fear 
of issues that they l ive by day and n ight, the fear of 
their l ives, the fear of their freedoms, and then there 
wil l  be no apologies given when these fears are insulted, 
I th ink ,  is ind icative of a Government without respect 
-( Interjection)- They are saying that I d id  not read the 
paper. Well ,  if an apology came, it came too late, 
because it should have been the first thing on the minds 
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of the Minister and the Premier (Mr; Fi lmon) rather than 
having to be begged for. 

* ( 1 640) 

I am going to read i nto the Hansard some comments 
made by the S ports  Federat i o n ,  because t h e  
Government is  pointing o u t  they t h i n k  I a m  off-track 
on where the Government is going.  But there is fear 
in where the Government is  going, not only in the ethnic 
cultural community, not only in  the arts community but 
in  the sports community as wel l .  

Tom Sanders has been reported in  o u r  local Selkirk 
Journal of May 23 as saying,  i n  response to the way 
this new Allocation Committee of Cabinet wil l  take place, 
and I quote: "Not only will th is result in instabi l ity of 
fun ding from year to year and so making ongoing 
planning d ifficult, but what could well  happen is umbrella 
groups becoming less able to pursue their own priorities, 
and more concerned with satisfying the agendas of 
Government of the Day. We will see the polit icization 
of a volunteer movement ."  

Th is  Govern ment's attitude is  he ld  in  q uestion, not 
only by the Members of this Party but by the members 
of the community because you have taken away support 
of volunteers through the sports community, the arts 
community, the multiculturalism community. It has been 
said by many Members in the H ouse before that our 
volunteers are the character of our province. We should 
s u p p ort them and not l ose respect of  what the i r  
demands are, what their needs are and  what their future 
can be. 

Before I f in ish this speech,  I would l i ke to comment 
on my first year i n  serving the people of Selkirk and 
d istrict. It has been an extreme pleasure. I often say, 
a l t h o u g h  I d o  not  ag ree w i t h  t h e  p o l ic ies  of t h i s  
Government in  many cases, we have tried t o  cooperate 
as well as we can. Many Members of the Government 
I respect as people, I f ind them very kind, hard-working 
and wel l-thought people, but I must point out I bel ieve 
the First Min ister ( M r. Fi lmon) and the Government 
House Leader ( M r. Mccrae) are the worst hecklers in 
this House, and that they do an injustice because of 
their position and the attitude they take in this House. 
I think, if the Leaders of the Party are supposed to set 
the tone of how the attitude of the Government is, then 
this Government has fai led. I believe the people wil l 
respond to their fai lure and we would l i ke to give them 
that opportunity to make the choice. 

Thank you, M r. Deputy Speaker. I look forward to 
this Session, and I hope the people wi l l  have a choice 
to decide. the future of this province. 

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education): I 
would, first of al l ,  l ike to begin my remarks to the Throne 
Speech by congratulating the Speaker who is not in 
the Chair at the present time, but nevertheless I would 
l ike to offer my congratulations to h im on the k ind of 
Session he presided over in  the last Session, and wish 
him well during this Session. Certainly I know that the 
job he wil l  do wi l l  be certainly creditable. 

I would also l ike to congratulate you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker on your appointment and your acceptance as 
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Deputy Speaker o f  this Chamber. Having known you 
for a little bit more than a year now, I would have to 
say I am sure you wil l  do a very creditable job to the 
posit ion.  I wish you well during this Session and I am 
sure that the experience wil l  be very worthwhile, to say 
the least. 

A month or so ago, we saw within our Cabinet the 
add ition of two new Cabinet M inisters. Today I would 
l ike to express my congratulations to both the new 
Min ister of Natural Resources (Mr. Enns) and also the 
new Min ister of Labour (Mrs. Hammond). Knowing the 
two ind ividuals very wel l  for some time, I woul d  have 
to say that all Manitobans would probably join me in  
congratulating the  cal ibre of  the  k ind of  people we have 
coming into our Cabinet, in the name of the Member 
for Lakeside ( M r. Enns) and the Member for Ki rkfield 
Park (Mrs. Hammond). 

I know that the Member for Lakeside has been a 
Cabinet M in ister in Governments before, has served 
under not only one Premier but four. Certainly all of 
the province looks forward to the kind of contri bution 
that he wi l l  continue to make to this province, because 
certainly he is held in  high esteem and high respect 
throughout the province for what he has contr ibuted 
to the evolvement and the development of our province. 

M r. Speaker, in assuming responsib i l ity for education 
a year ago, I was joined by a staff that I did not know 
at the time and have come to know very wel l .  I would 
j ust l ike to say today, congratulations, and thank the 
staff official ly i n  my office for the support they have 
g iven me throughout the year. I look forward to working 
w i t h  them t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  c o m i n g  Sess i o n  a n d  
throughout t h e  coming year. 

I would also l ike to congratulate my new Deputy 
M inister, M r. John Carlyle, for having accepted the 
position as Deputy Min ister of Education and Train ing.  
Certainly M r. Carlyle not only has the respect of myself 
and my department but has the respect of both sides 
of the House because he has certainly been involved 
in the education community for a long time and has 
contr ib uted very posit ively and effect ively to the 
evolvement of  education in  our province. I look forward 
to some very good in it iat ives and programs that wil l  
be developed by our department as a result of Mr. 
Carlyle. 

A lso ,  about  a m o n t h  ago,  my department  was 
expanded somewhat and we took over the train ing 
c o m ponent  w h i c h  b l e n d s  very n icely with the 
Department of Education. I would l ike to welcome those 
staff who have come over to join me in this new 
department which is now called the Department of 
Education and Train ing.  We look forward to developing 
some very important and innovative init iatives in  terms 
of provid ing Manitobans with the kind of education 
programming and train ing that is going to provide 
opportunit ies for those people who go through those 
programs. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would l ike to turn my attention 
now to an expression of support for the Throne Speech. 
I have to say, not only was the Throne Speech that we 
heard on the 1 8th an innovative and active agenda, 
but it restores the confidence of Manitobans i n  this 
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province and in the Government that is presently leading 
it .  

The thrust of this speech was to bui ld a strong 
Manitoba for al l  of us, for al l  the residents of our 
province. M r. Deputy Speaker, we are proud of our 
province. If you talk to people around the province, 
you feel the pride in  talk ing about the opportun ities 
that exist in our province, the vast resources that have 
potential for development i n  our province. It is a p lace, 
a province where one can bui ld a future and raise a 
fami ly. The quality of l i fe we have in this province is 
reflective of the values we place i n  our fami l ies and in  
our  community. 

None of this has come about by accident. I refer 
back to my constituency, which is a mixture of varieties 
of people, of groups, of cu ltural groups. I have to say 
that the pride these people have in this province, i n  
their communities, comes from the  fact that their fathers 
and forefathers who came to this land laid a foundation 
of resourcefulness, of pride, a positive work attitude 
and a love and respect for the fel low man and the 
fellow Manitoban . 

That has been something that has been given to us 
as residents of th is province to carry on and I feel a 
deep pride in the k ind of province we have. It is a 
province of opportunity. It is not, as the Leader of the 
Opposition ( M rs. Carstairs) has many t imes referred to 
it ,  a have-not province. We on this side of the H ouse, 
the Government of the Day, reject that premise. Al l  
Manitobans are rendered an injustice by comments 
such as this inexcusable comment that has been made 
by the Leader of the Opposition, not on one occasion 
but on many. 

I th ink it adds insult to the k inds of opportunit ies 
that exist in this province which can be developed and 
created. I have not heard that comment made by any 
other Members of the Opposit ion,  Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
but I have heard it made by the Leader of the Opposition 
and it gives me some deep concern . 

• ( 1 650) 

This Throne Speech, M r. Deputy Speaker, I believe 
sets out an agenda which wil l  take this province i nto 
the 1 990s with a confidence that will provide for all of 
us in Manitoba a bright and positive future. I th ink 
Manitobans have displayed their  confidence in  th is  
Government, i n  this province simply by the last issue 
of HydroBonds, if you like, and the confidence that 
they have shown by going out and purchasing the 
volu me of HydroBonds that they have in  three business 
days. That shows you that Manitobans are proud of 
our province. They want to invest in our province. They 
are proud of our Government and the leadership  that 
it is provid ing .  

M r. Deputy Speaker, I hear a comment made by the 
Member opposite that says they are brainwashed . Wel l ,  
I do not th ink Manitobans are brainwashed. Manitobans 
are critical th inking people who have an abi l ity to make 
judgment and good judgment and they are doing it 
and showing it. 

The last Throne Speech set out an agenda which 
was visionary in  approach and which had at its focus 
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the concept of putting Manitoba back on track, putting 
it on a course of action which would instil ! hope and 
confidence in  the future, in  the Government and in  the 
prov ince .  Those g oals  a n d  o bject ives were 
accomplished and were even surpassed. 

I use by example the lowering of the deficit, the lowest 
deficit since 1 98 1 .  What does this al l  mean? What does 
it mean to the average Manitoban? Let me tell you. 
The money that this province does not have to spend 
on i n terest can t h e n  go i n to the servi ces t h at 
M an itobans requ i re. It can go into health care; it can 
go into our social programs; it can go to foster parents; 
i t  can go to education, and it can go to agriculture and 
rural development where that money is so badly needed. 
That is what a deficit as low as the one that has just 
come out is going to do for the cit izens of this province 
and for the average Manitoban. 

It is very obvious that the tangible results that have 
been sh own by t h i s  Government  show t h at t h i s  
Government is in  control o f  its agenda. I refer again 
to the divestiture of the corporations whose futures 
and viabi l ity were in question. Today we find that there 
are corporations who can take over these Crown 
corporations that were not going anywhere, and can 
t u r n  them in to  prof i tab le  j o b  opportu n i t i es for 
Manitobans, for Manitobans can then also create some 
wealth.  There has been a greater accountabi l ity of our 
C rown corporat i o n s ,  somet h i n g  t h at we n eeded 
desperately. There was chaos in  our Crown corporations 
during the last administration. That has come under 
control .  

The support to agriculture has been significant and 
we have gone through some very hard t imes in  rural 
Manitoba. I am a rural Manitoban and I know the kind 
of stress that is i n  rural  Manitoba because of the 
d rought, because of low grain prices, because of 
inabi l ity for that part of the province to grow because 
of economic cl imates, not only in this province but in  
th i s  country. We h ave supported the agr icu l tural 
community, the rural community to a fair ly extensive 
extent. 

The education support is something that is very dear 
and near to me, of course. I think that as a Government, 
we have certainly gone a long way to support our 
educational institutions, the publ ic school system, the 
independent school system, our community colleges 
and our un iversities, and more can be done. During 
the past year, some very difficult decisions had to be 
made by Government and especially our Premier. 

I have to tell you that I am very proud, as Manitobans 
are right across the land , when you talk to them that 
here we have a Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) who is standing 
up for Manitobans. He is voicing the concerns of 
Manitobans and he is not afraid to do it ,  whether it is 
to the people in  Ottawa or whoever may chal lenge him. 
There wi l l  be many challenges ahead . 

The latest Budget by the federal Government has 
not been pleasant to Manitobans and especially to the 
community of Portage. A rural community, a n ice l ittle 
city which was doing very wel l ,  but this blow certainly 
is going to be devastating to that community. Our 
G overn m e n t ,  the  Premier, h ave expressed t h e i r  
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concerns and we as a Government are going to do 
everything we can to ensure that Portage takes its 
rightful place in the development of this province, both 
economically, social ly, and in  al l  other areas. 

As we evolve as a society in  a province, certain issues 
became apparently important. To enhance the qual ity 
of l i fe becomes very predominant and very important. 
When we talk about enhancing the quality of l ife, we 
talk about protect i n g  people from var ious h u m a n  
effects. Economic growth is important in  order to survive 
and prosper as a province in a global sense. Because 
technology is changing,  we have to change as wel l .  
O u r  Government h a s  said that growth w i l l  take place 
through sustainable development and this is one way 
in which we, as Manitobans, can ensure that our chi ldren 
and future generations wil l  have the opportunity to enjoy 
a quality of l ife that is at least equal to that we enjoy 
today. 

We in  Manitoba and we, on this side of the H ouse 
in Government, believe that we must protect those in 
o u r  society who are vu l n erab le  a n d  perhaps less 
fortunate than we are.  We must protect our elderly, we 
must protect our chi ldren. As the M inister of Education 
i n  the last year, I have only seen too often the negative 
effects that chi ld abuse h as had because of the fact 
that I am involved in the school system, and this must 
be stopped. 

Later on in this Session,  we wi l l  be i ntroducing a B i l l  
to enhance the penalties, i f  you l ike ,  to enhance the 
way in  which we handle ch i ld  abuse in  not  on ly the 
school system but in  our society. It is  my hope that we 
wi l l  have the support of Members opposite, both in the 
Official Opposition and in  the third Party, because this 
is  not a political Bil l  any more. It  has become a publ ic 
issue, a publ ic one, which has to be dealt with and 
must be addressed for the good of al l  of us in  this 
province, especial ly for our chi ldren of the province 
who are so vulnerable and must be p rotected . 

Rural Man itoba has undergone some very challenging 
d ays in  the years that have gone by and last year, I 
guess, was the cl imax in where we saw a d rought 
situation that we have never seen for a long, long time. 
I t  has crippled the rural economy to a certain extent 
and it will take some time for that rural economy to 
rejuvenate itself. 

As a Government, we recognize the importance of 
the rural communities for the development of this 
province as a whole and we must and wil l  address the 
issues that are out there. We need to d iversify, we need 
to decentralize wherever we can and wherever possible. 
Small industry must be encouraged to develop in  our 
rural communit ies. Whether it is i n  Winkler, whether it 
i s  in Robl in ,  or whether it is i n  Selk i rk ,  we have to 
ensure that those small communities are al lowed to 
g row and are al lowed to thrive. We need to also ensure 
t hat development takes place through tourism, and the 
Member for Selkirk ( M rs. Charles) raised the issue of 
tourism in the rural part of this province. 

I have to tel l you ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, that when I 
look at my constituency itself, a constituency that is 
r ich i n  tourism potential ,  and I take a look at how much 
has been developed there, certainly we know that issue 
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has t o  b e  addressed. We have been working towards 
that and it is not something that can happen overnight, 
we understand that. We know we cannot do it  as a 
Government ourself. We have to involve the private 
sector, we h ave to i nvolve M a n i tobans i n  the 
development of  th is  province but we have to  provide 
the climate whereby this kind of an industry can develop. 

Our support to agriculture, I h ave mentioned , and I 
do not th ink there is anybody in this H ouse who can 
criticize this Government on the support that it has 
g i ven to agr icu l t u re .  We h ave seen the c r i t i c  for  
Agriculture of  the Official Opposition (Mr. Laurie Evans) 
stand in h i s  p l ace and commend the M i n ister of 
Agr icu l ture ( M r. F i n d l ay) ,  who has i ndeed done  a 
t remendous  j o b  of s u p port i n g  the  agr icu l tu ra l  
community. M ore can b e  done, w e  recognize that, but 
you cannot do it al l  i n  one year. I have not even heard 
the critic for Agriculture from the third Party (Mr. Uruski) 
crit icize our Government or the way in which our 
M i nister has handled affairs of farmers or agriculture 
in general . 

Education opportunities must also be enhanced in  
the  rural part of  the  province. I have been through 
schools both i n  the city, i n  the smaller communit ies, 
in the mid-size communities, and I can tell you there 
are issues out there in rural Manitoba that have to be 
addressed from an educational standpoint. 

The smaller communities are shrinking in  size. The 
school sizes are shrink ing.  We have to make sure those 
students, who are maybe only 20 or 30 in a small school, 
will get an opportunity to have an education that is 
equal or comparable to that which is offered in  an 
urban sett ing.  

• ( 1 700) 

We must keep rural people in  the rural communit ies. 
They want to stay there. They do not want to move to 
the u rban settings in  this province necessari ly but they 
are forced on many occasions to do that.  We have to 
ensure the cl imate is such that they wil l  be motivated 
to stay in those areas. 

M u c h  h as been sa id  about  p rotect i n g  the  
environment, M r. Deputy Speaker, and I am one who 
b e l i eves very m u c h  t h at we m u st p rotect o u r  
environment. Whether w e  l ive in  t h e  city or whether 
we l ive in  the rural areas, the environment is an 
important issue. Lip-service has been paid by the former 
Government with regard to the environment but our 
Government has done something about it. We have 
raised the profile of the importance of environment. 
The Centre for Sustainable Development, development 
of economic issues through sustainable development 
is certainly a way to go. 

I n  al l  of th is ,  educat ion is st i l l  the key and it must 
begin  at a very early age. Attitudes must be developed 
in  our youth. The youth must become involved in  order 
to make sure that future generations will have the k ind 
of respect for the environment and the protection of 
that is real ly requ i red and needed. 

The future of our province l ies in  our youth. I nvestment 
of dol lars in education and train ing is the key to the 
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economic prosperity and the social development of our 
province. 

Access to education is important. There are barriers 
in  certain segments of our society which prevent some 
Manitobans from an opportunity and an access to an 
education that they need and deserve. We have to 
ensure that access is going to be avai lable to them, 
to those students who are disadvantaged, who are less 
fortunate, to the new Canadians and to the Native 
population or the aboriginal population or the Metis 
population of our province. 

We cannot do it with the traditional approaches that 
have been used in the past. Innovative approaches must 
be embarked on and we have started , Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. The Distance Education Model is one vehicle 
in order  t o  be a b l e  t o  p rov ide  remote and rura l  
communities with the kinds of  educational opportunities 
that are requ ired. Not only is this important in  the high 
school area, but it is important at the col lege and the 
university level .  

Today our Government announced , I announced the 
intention of a p i lot program in  Distance Education for 
first-year university students, i n  which 1 0  university 
courses will be pi loted in  rural and northern communities 
via the Distance Education Model. This would not only 
assist those students in  rural and northern parts of the 
province to get an education but will keep them in  their 
communities where they belong. 

Throughout the months ahead , the province and the 
universities wi l l  be gett ing together to work out the 
detai ls of this approach.  Certainly we look forward to 
that kind of an approach being successful for many 
not only graduating students, but older students who 
may enter into the university programs and get access 
to them. Education must involve not only the educators, 
the Department of Education, but must also involve 
many other sectors of the community, the parents, 
businesses, labour and other organizations. 

I was l istening to the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. 
Carstairs) the other day when she was speaking to the 
Throne Speech, and I could not believe my ears because 
she was attacking this Government and its education 
pol icies. She said we were not proactive enough. We 
were not ramming things through. We were simply 
consulting and studying.  

I have news for her, because education is not a 
process where you d ictate to the rest of the province 
what is good for them. You must involve the players; 
you m ust i nvo lve parents ;  you must  i nvo lve the  
businesses who are going to be the  recipients of  the 
g raduates; you must involve labour who are going to 
be the del iverers of many of the job programs that are 
o u t  t here.  You m u st i nvolve organ izat i o n s  in the 
development of  an education process and pol icy that 
is going to address the needs of this province. 

In  the past, the view of involving the entire community 
in making education decisions has not always been the 
view and, because of this, pol icies and statutes were 
developed that perhaps did not really meet the needs 
of Manitobans. For that reason ,  my department will be 
issuing a White Paper on Education legislation which 
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wil l  be circulated in the fal l .  The purpose of that of 
course is to consult with Manitobans and to have the 
emergence of changes to The Education Act that will 
reflect the views of Manitobans and the d i rection that 
education should take in this province. 

The High School Review has been one that has been 
talked about considerably over the last year or year 
and a-half. I am happy about the responses that have 
been received when I sent out the recommendations 
to the variety of school d ivisions and organizations. 
About 230 responses have been received to date, and 
we were receiving phone calls in  the middle of March 
asking us to extend the deadl ine because there were 
organizations and individuals who wanted to respond 
but had not yet put their recommendations or responses 
together, so we extended the deadl ine to accept all of 
the views of those people who wanted to respond .  

I have to tell you , Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the High 
School Review wil l emerge as a process in  three phases. 
The first phase we have gone through. That was the 
development of the consultation paper, the putting 
together of the committee and a consultation with 
Manitobans at large. The second phase was the tabl ing 
of the responses in the House, of the recommendations 
in the H ouse, and then going out and getting the 
responses to those recommendations. That process 
has already been completed . The third phase that we 
are embarking on now will be the phase of synthesizing, 
which we have have already done, of al l  the responses 
and then putt ing a cost factor to them. 

Then comes the process of the implementation of 
short-term, i ntermediate-term and long-term goals and 
programs. This, M r. Deputy Speaker, wil l  perhaps form 
what we might refer to as the future d i rection of high 
school education in  this province. 

I am pleased to also indicate that the Education 
Finance Review is going along very well .  Consultation 
has produced some very informative kinds of concepts, 
and some positive results have come about because 
of consultation that has taken place between the school 
d iv i s i o n s ,  t h e  organ izat i o n s  t hat are i nvolved i n  
education. We asked for written responses t o  some of 
the consultat ion.  We have received those now. Those 
have been, again,  put together, compiled and now we 
are ready to go back in the next month or so to the 
organizations again to get their input and to propose 
funding measures which should be shared, I should 
say now, in  the fal l .  

I n  al l  o f  th is ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, one of  the  issues 
that has been placed on the back burner by the former 
Govern ment but needs to be addressed is the whole 
issue of special education. An advisory committee was 
establ ished and they reported to me last October. Since 
then staff have prepared and developed a policy paper 
w h i c h  ta lks  about  some of the responses to t h e  
recom mendations made b y  the advisory committee. 

Later this summer or early in the fal l ,  a pol icy 
statement will be issued on special education in  th is 
province and the d i rection that we are going to go with 
in  terms of special education in  the future of th is  
province. Not only wi l l  that be done for the intermediate 
and elementary grades, but also for the high schools 
as part of the High School Review process. 
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O n e  of the m ost ser i o u s  i ssues  t h at has  been 
d iscussed in  th is  House, and  it touches on health 
d irectly, it touches on education and on society as a 
whole, is the whole serious issue of the A IDS epidemic 
and the concern about what may happen in  the school 
system and also i n  society. We have today a program 
on A IDS education which is being delivered to all 
schools in  the province. There is an opt-out provision 
for parents who d o  not wish to have their students 
take the program. I have to tell you that we have 
recogn i zed that t here is even a g reater n eed for  
expanding the A IDS p rogram in  our school system. I 
can tell you that throughout this year staff are working 
to expand that program and the del ivery of that .  Later 
on th is year, we will be making an announcement with 
regard to the expansion of the A IDS program in  our 
school system.  
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Gu idel ines have been developed for  the elementary 
and high school system in terms of deal ing with A I DS .  
A t  t h e  present t i m e  t h e  Advisory Committee to the 
M i nister of Education is  working on guidel ines, and the 
M ECA grou p - I  should say, the Manitoba Education 
Council on Aids-is working on guidelines for university 
and post-secondary institutions. Attached to th is is  the 
Fami ly Life Program which needs some revisions to it 
as well .  We have to make sure that we offer choices 
of programming to school boards, but that family l i fe 
education is important in th is province, so the program 
itself wi l l  be expanded to where we will have not only 
one program but perhaps choices of programs that 
can be offered throughout our province. 

So al l  i n  all , our Curricu lum Development Branch is 
working very hard and very constantly at reviewing and 
revising aspects of the curriculum where they need to 
be revised and to keep current with current trends, 
and to make sure that we are offering Manitoba 
students the . best possible education opportun ity that 
we can. 

I would l ike to turn my attention now to our community 
colleges. Our community col leges have been operating 
i n  this province for qu ite some time, but now it is t ime 
to take a look at the overal l concept of how community 
col leges relate to business, to the work force, to 
prepar i n g  the peo p l e  who g o  t h r o u g h  t h e m ,  t h e  
students, for t h e  work force. I n  t h e  Throne Speech,  
mention was made that we would be taking a look at 
our community col lege system to see whether or not 
i t  is add ressing the needs that are out there effectively, 
whether more flexibi l ity is requ ired, how we can respond 
better to the changing demands of industry, of labour 
and of society. 

The traditional approaches of teaching in community 
colleges has not been add ressing the needs of society 
adeq u ate ly. N ew tec h n o l o g ies ,  n ew i n d ustr ies ,  a 
changing job market, create new demands on our 
community col lege system and we must be ready to 
address that, and we must be ready to change as the 
changes are required. To this end, we wil l  be establishing 
a working group which wi l l  be taking a look at the 
community college system and how it responds to al l  
of these. 

1 19 

Vocational programs, Mr. Deputy Speaker, have been 
posing a bit of a concern because there has been 
i nadeq u ate art i cu la t ion  between the  vocat i o n a l  
programs i n  o u r  h i g h  schools a n d  o u r  community 
col leges. At the present time, staff are examining these 
aspects and wil l  be coming back to me with some 
recommendations with regard to how we can better 
establ ish l inks between the vocational programs in our 
high school system and a lso the post-secondary 
train ing,  if you l ike, of our province. So much needs 
to be done in that regard , and we are wel l  under way 
in terms of making some fairly sign ificant progress and 
changes where changes are needed. 

Our province is blessed with four fair ly important 
universities: the University of Manitoba, the University 
of Winn ipeg , the University of Brandon and the St. 
Boniface College. These are four of our strongest 
h igher-learning institutions in this province and we are 
proud of them. As Government, we try to do our part 
to make sure that these institutions are world class, 
that they are centres of educational excel lence. 

In  order to ensure that there is access to universities, 
we have begun some d iscussions with the Universities 
Grants Commission, with the universities on innovative 
approaches that may be requ i red in terms of university 
education. Problems in  accessing university in  northern 
and rural Manitoba have become very real .  

For that reason ,  we made the announcement today 
with regard to the Distance Education Program on 
universities. This wi l l  provide opportunit ies, as I said ,  
for students in  rural and remote areas, in northern areas. 
It wi l l  al low students to l ive in their own communities 
and will also al low older students who may wish to work 
part time and take university courses to access those 
un iversity courses in communit ies outside of the city. 
It wi l l  also lessen the cost for some of those parents 
who perhaps cannot afford to send their ch i ldren to 
buy their room and board in the city. Those students 
can then l ive in  their own community or at home. As 
I said ,  we wi l l  be working with the un iversities over the 
next two months to establish , and we are looking 
forward to that process and in  evolving into a posit ive 
kind of approach to university education in our province. 

There are also other university programs, M r. Deputy 
Speaker. In  the last couple of months, I have received 
a very interesting and innovative proposal from the 
Faculty of Management at the U niversity of Manitoba 
with regard to an approach of improving the quality 
of d e l ivery of  p rogram m i n g  at the Fac u l ty of  
Management. I am looki ng forward to working not on ly 
with the Faculty of Management at  the University of  
Manitoba, with the Un iversit ies Grants Commissions, 
the Board of Governors, and the university president 
to ensure that those kind of innovative approaches are 
not only addressed , but certainly that we approach 
them in a posit ive l ight and that we give opportun ity 
to promote facult ies to a world-class standard . 

I th ink we can all be proud of our Faculty of Agriculture 
at the University of Manitoba. I th ink that we, as a 
province in total and I know Mem bers opposite would 
agree with me, have to ensure that the enhancement 
of the programming at the un iversities is such that we 
become a world-class type of i nst itut ion. 
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I h ave a lso  been i n  touch  w i th  the  u n ivers i ty  
presidents, both at  the U of  M ,  the St .  Boniface Col lege, 
and at the U niversity of Brandon to take a look at 
programs that perhaps may need to be expanded , may 
need to be delivered in those institutions as wel l .  What 
it does is it g ives us a d irect l ink  with the universities. 
It  provides me an opportunity to know what their 
concerns are and certainly then those can be addressed 
in a more positive way. 

As I mentioned earlier in my address, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, the Department of Education has undergone 
some changes i n  the last month or so. We have the 
addition of train ing to our department and this is in 
recog n i t i o n  that educat ion  is a l i fel o n g  p rocess .  
Education does not  stop.  It  d oes not  cease at  G rade 
12 or when a student leaves school ,  whether i t  is  at 
h igh school or at the end of un iversity. From t ime to 
t ime, retraining is  going to be requ i red, we know that 
i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  l ife of  a perso n .  That is because 
technology is  changing,  our society is changing.  We 
are becoming a very g lobal-oriented k ind of society 
which can go back and forth across the world very 
quickly, where decisions made on one side of the world 
can affect us here in  Manitoba. 

Therefore, we have to be p repared and we h ave to 
have educational opportunities available and train ing 
opportun ities available for  those people who perhaps 
may have to change jobs because of the changing 
technology, because of industries ceasing and new 
industries emerging.  Those people have to have the 
opportunity to be retrained effectively and quickly so 
that we do not subject a port ion of our society to l iving 
on social assistance or being without a means for any 
length of time. 

So I am looking forward to working together with 
staff i n  developing and cont inuing the work that was 
done by the former Minister and the excellent progress 
t h at she made when she was i n  c h a rge of t h e  
department. I intend to continue that k i n d  of work in  
th is  new department that has  been added to the 
Department of Education. 

We have to acknowledge that if we are going to 
prosper as a p rovince that education is sti l l  the key. 
For that reason, education affects al l  of us, whether 
we are in  industry, whether we are in  business. To ensure 
that we do come up with the right k inds of pol icies 
and programs, we are implementing a Ski l ls  Training 
Advisory Committee, something that the former M inister 
worked on. We wi l l  continue and we wi l l  be developing 
that Ski l ls Train ing Advisory Committee which wi l l  be 
made u p  of business, of labour, and of educat ional 
people who wil l  then give advice to myself as M i n ister 
and to Government on the kinds of programming that 
needs to be developed for this province. 

* ( 1 720) 

When the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) 
stood in  her place last day, she flailed away at the 
Literacy Task Force. I would l ike to tell you today, M r. 
Deputy Speaker, that one of our better in it iatives in  
this province, and one that is not on ly isolated to th is  
province but is  p revalent throughout Canada and 
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throughout the world and throughout North America, 
for that matter, is this problem of i l l i teracy. 

The rate of i l l iteracy is alarming in our province. For 
that reason, the Literacy Task Force was establ ished 
to  make sure that Manitobans had their voices heard 
with regard to what they thought and they wanted in 
l i teracy programming. I have to tell you that the task 
force went out and did a tremendous, credib le job.  I 
am very proud of the Literacy Task Force, the d i l igence 
that they served in undertaking this responsibi l ity. I 
woul d  l ike to formally thank the chairman of that 
committee, Rosemary Beaudry, and her entire task force 
committee for the kind of in itiative that they exhib ited 
in carrying out this very important task. 

I have to tell you ,  Mr. Deputy Speaker, not only d id  
they carry i t  out ,  but they came in  underbudget and 
that certainly is a tremendous thing when you can give 
a task to a group and they come in and not ut i l ize their 
budget. So we were therefore able to take the remaining 
part, we took $60,000 that was not uti l ized in  that budget 
and we were able to apply that to new programming. 

The Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) said 
we d id not come u p  with any innovative programming 
or  any programs at al l ,  and I have to tell you that not 
only d id we come u p  with some new programming, we 
del ivered some money to al low the annual Learners' 
Conference to be held in Apri l ,  1 989. We put some 
m oney into the Selkirk area, the Lord Selkirk School 
Division,  on l iteracy for unemployed youth,  there was 
the Society for Manitobans with Disabi l it ies. Literacy 
for Deaf Adults was g iven some money. Also, The Pas 
Friendship Centre in the expansion of its community
based learner centre project was given some additional 
funds. 

So in  fact, we d id  address the concerns of i l l iteracy 
in this province in the last year. We i ntend to take the 
task force and its recommendations and apply some 
of those recommendations, as many as we can, to 
programming in the future year. 

M r. Mark Minenko ( Seven Oaks) :  H ow about  
coordination with any of  the  federal programs? 

Mr. Derkach: I tell you -oh, the Member for Seven 
Oaks t a l k s  about  coord i n at i o n  wi th t h e  federal  
Government. I have to tell you that on several occasions 
we met with the M i nister and I am happy to say now, 
in  case he did not know, that this province received 
$492,000 to complement our programs for l iteracy i n  
t h e  last year. M r. Deputy Speaker, that is a s  well as 
any p rovince in  this country has done with regard to 
the coordination of programming between the federal 
Government and a provincial Government. 

I would l ike to also say, with regard to l iteracy, that 
I wil l  be very happy to table the report in  a very short 
t ime as it is now in the process of being translated 
and, as soon as that is avai lable, I wil l indeed be tabl ing 
it .  

I thank you for the opportunity, M r. Deputy Speaker. 
I know my time is out and it has been a pleasure 
speaking in  favour of this Throne Speech , and I look 
for good things to come for Manitoba as a result .  
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Mr. Gilles Roch (Springfield): Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
certain ly wi l l  be more progressive than the Minister of 
Health (Mr. Orchard), but in any case I would l ike to 
congratulate you in your new dut ies. I hope you learn 
them wel l .  While I have both the Deputy Speaker ( M r. 
Chornopyski )  and the Speaker (Mr. Rocan), I would l ike 
to also welcome back the S peaker in  his position. We 
do not know how lengthy the position wi l l  be at this 
point but we wish you al l  well in  any case. 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair. )  

An Honourable Member: No, he is not  one. 

Mr. Roch: Well ,  he is halfway here. He is halfway there. 

An Honourable Member: Gi lles, we wil l  al l  be here 
for a long time and you be careful .  

Mr. Roch: M r. Speaker, t h e  Member for Robl in-Russell 
(Mr. Derkach), who I th ink will be in  a nomination battle 
with the Member for Virden ( M r. F indlay), one of them 
wi l l  not be back, that is for sure. In  any case, despite 
al l  that, I would like to welcome the Government 
Members back this Session. It lasted longer than the 
Tory Government of Joe Clark in  1 979. 

I would l ike to congratulate the new Members of the 
Cabinet and I wish them well i n  their duties. I certai nly 
hope they can perform the dut ies better than some of 
the other Ministers have.- ( Interjection)- I am not saying 
that not al l  M in isters have not performed their duties 
wel l .  You can count them, on one hand, the competent 
Min isters in that Government. 

I would also l ike to welcome back our interim First 
M inister (Mr. Filmon), as wel l as the new Deputy Premier, 
the Member for Concordia (Mr. Doer). I would l ike to 
welcome back the Members of the NOP. I was glad to 
hear the other d ay that the Member for Lakeside ( M r. 
E n n s) ,  the new M i n i ster of Natura l  Resources, i s  
i ntroducing a B i l l  t o  look after them; The Endangered 
Species Act, is  that what it was? I believe that is what 
i t  was. 

Last but certainly not least, I would  like to welcome 
back the only Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) 
in this House, as well my col leagues in  the Liberal 
Caucus, the only true Opposition Members in  th is 
House, not a charade l ike the phony battles and the 
Tory-NOP coalit ion. The Member for G ladstone ( M rs. 
Oleson) says, what did I say last year? I said last year 
there was a great victory in this province because we 
elected 45 non-social ists, and that was a victory for 
the people of M anitoba. I guess they agree with me, 
they are al l  s i lent.  

What has been happening now reminds one a lot of 
professional wrest l ing.  You know, it is l ike the MWA 
Main Event. The Member for Concordia (Mr. Doer) gets 
up. The First Min ister (Mr. Fi lmon) gets up. They are 
both yel l ing at each other. Then they get together in 
the back room and they cut a deal . Well ,  you know, it 
could  not have been better put in  yesterday's Free 
Press headlines, " N O P  to support Tories on Speech. "  
I guess I have convinced the Min ister o f  Health (Mr. 
Orchard) because he has now taken a seat behind me. 
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I do not blame him. He was the Min ister who j ust the 
other day admitted that he had no l ike for h is Leader. 
He said it r ight there from his chair. He says, " Everyone 
knows I don't  like Gary. "  Did not he say that? He said 
that. I have known that for years though. 

M r. Speaker, I would l ike to re-emphasize the fact 
that the Liberal Caucus is not only the real and Official 
Opposition ,  but it is also the Government-in-wait ing. 
We on th is side are ready, wi l l ing, able and capable.
( lnterjection)- Well ,  the Member for Roblin-Russel l  (Mr. 
Derkach) says the Liberals have been waiting for a long 
time. That wi l l  be dependent upon your col leagues in  
the NOP. 

The M inisters make various comments but I have to 
point  out that we have a diversified caucus. Un l ike the 
Members opposite who are essential ly al l  the same 
k ind ,  basically I guess except for a couple, basically 
al l  a bunch of d inosaurs, you know. That is common 
knowledge. This caucus has got diversity, diversity in 
ethnic background,  d iversity in capabi l ities, d iversity 
in occupational background, not as much as regional 
d iversity as we would l ike but that is only a matter of 
t ime. I th ink- no, I believe-I  know this caucus is 
representative of the mosaic of Manitoba. Al l  sectors 
of l ife, all walks of l ife, all ethnic backgrounds. 

* ( 1 730) 

An Honourable Member: All sectors of l ife, you can 
say that again .  

Mr. Roch: T h e  Members opposite agree a n d  that i s  
good to know. 

I mentioned earl ier this caucus was the Government
in-wait ing and ready to govern . I would l ike to point 
out as well that our Leader-and it is n ice to have a 
Leader you can respect for a change. I have not had 
that in  years, and better yet, that respects you, ind ividual 
Members. -(I nterjection)- The Member for Gladstone 
( M rs.  Oleson) makes comments from her seat , but the 
fact is I st i l l  have as much respect today for the First 
M i n i ster ( M r. F i l m o n )  as do m ost of his C a b i net 
col leagues, so that has not changed . Their  comments 
make me d igress from my notes. 

An Honourable Member: They agree with you. 

Mr. Roch: It is fairly common knowledge. 

To get back to the debate of the Speech from the 
Throne, I think it is pretty wel l  agreed upon by at least 
the majority of people in this province that the Mem ber 
tor River Heights (Mrs. Carstairs) has demonstrated 
her abi l i ty as Canada's first woman Leader of the 
Opposit ion, and that very soon she will demonstrate 
her ab i l ities and capabil it ies as Canada's first woman 
Premier. 

An Honourable Member: Mind you, she is the only 
one. 

M r. Roch: There seem s  to be some ant i -women 
comments coming from benches opposite but  it i s  not 
the only reason that she should be Premier, because 
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she is capable, not because she is a woman. It  is 
coincidental that she will become the first woman 
Premier. I do not think there is anything wrong with 
that. 

Does the Member for Robl in-Russell (Mr. Derkach) 
think there is something wrong with that? He is laughing. 
Is there something wrong with a woman being Premier? 
Answer me, he just continues laughing.  

I am proud -( Interjection)- the Member for Portage 
( M r. Connery) ,  Cooperative Affairs has become a 
portfolio without Min ister. H ave you ever seen that 
before? 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Roch: In a classic quote from the Member for 
Portage, " Being in  Cabinet is not a demotion ."  

Mr. Roch: I n  Opposition, he used to refer to the " bridge 
to nowhere" that the Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) 
built in  Selkirk. Now he opens u p  overpasses to nowhere 
because his colleague, his twin from Ottawa, is about 
to put u p  a " road closed" sign there, but we are getting 
away from the Speech from the Throne here. 

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): Would  you 
care to interpret that for me, Neil, because it might 
h ave been i n  French. We might have missed it .  I t  did 
not make sense to me . . . . 

Mr. Roch: It is quite easy for the Minister of Health 
(Mr. Orchard) to miss a lot, qu ite easy. I n  any case, I 
am proud and I am pleased to support the amendment 
to th is Throne Speech motion.- ( Interjection)- What is 
it? The Min ister, the Member for Riel (Mr. Ducharme) 
the Minister of something I am sure, he says read it 
and I am pleased to do as he asks. 

I shall read it .  THAT the motion be amended by adding 
to i t  the following words: But this House regrets that: 
1 )  t h i s  G overn ment h as i g n ored the need for  
em p l oyment opportun i t ies at a t ime when o u r  
unemployment rate i s  above t h e  national average; 2 )  
th is Government has sold M anfor without adequate 
c o n cern  for  the  envi ron m e n t ,  Treaty r i g h t s  o r  
employment opportunities for aboriginal peoples and 
northerners; 3) this Government has for too long been 
apologetic for the federal Government and is therefore 
i ncapable of achieving fairness and equity for M anitoba 
and Manitobans; 4) this Government has failed to 
stim ulate the economy of our province with the result 
that housing starts, retail expenditures are down , while 
unemployment, interest rates and inflation are up;  5) 
this Government has failed to provide new d irectives 
for our health care system; 6) this Government has 
ignored the needs of rural Manitobans, includ ing the 
need for rural d iversification; and 7) this Government 
has thereby lost the trust and confidence of the people 
of M anitoba. 

I think that is an amendment wel l  worth supporting. 

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Northern Affairs): 
M aybe you should get some more Liberals i n  here. 

Mr. Roch: I have to agree with the Min ister of Northern 
Affairs (Mr. Downey). He is absolutely right, we have 
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to get some more Liberals in here, and I agree with 
that statement. 

But now I mentioned that the amendment said it al l .  
What al l  d oes it say? Let us take a look at the Speech 
from the Throne, what it contains and, more importantly, 
what it does not . I am not going to quote the whole 
S peech from t h e  Throne ,  but select i ve parts . 
( l nterject i o n )- Wel l ,  I w i l l  advise the M e m ber for  
G ladstone (Mrs. Oleson)  who would l ike to hear that 
copies are avai lable from the Clerk's Office, but maybe 
she is not aware of that, she is not aware of what she 
signs. 

One of the statements says: " My Government has 
prepared an active agenda to fulfi l !  its mandate of 
restoring the confidence of Manitobans in their province 
and its Government. "  Active agenda- it is merely 
rhetoric, rhetoric and promises of more studies, more 
committees, more working g roups.- ( Interjection)- A lot 
of work to do,  that is for sure, as the Member for 
Gladstone says, and it is about time. What are some 
of these reports? We have had some in  the past, we 
have had the Wiens Report, the Stevenson-Kellogg 
Report, the Child Care Task Force, the Foster Parent 
Survey, and it goes on and on and on, the Dewar Report. 
I cannot read them al l ,  there are just too many and 
they are proposing more. We see Stevenson-Kellogg 
appear almost everywhere, MIG Review, new this and 
new that. 

There were at least 10, if  not more, new proposals 
in t h e  S peech from t h e  T hrone.  They prom ised 
consultat ion,  they promised an Arts Pol icy Committee, 
they promised advisory boards on this, advisory boards 
on that. There is just no point in reading them al l  
because obviously, in an effort not to commit any errors, 
which they managed to do anyhow, they are trying to 
do nothing, besides this, as one of my col league says, 
to keep the NDP happy. The N D P  says nothing whi le 
they do nothing,  a nice measure of convenience. That 
trick is not enough. Action is requ i red, especially after 
several years of inaction. 

Active agenda, indeed. The only activity appears to 
be a kowtowing to the N D P  to ensure that the Tories 
survive as a Government, and yes, the NDP survives 
as a Party. As the Minister of J ustice ( M r. Mccrae) told 
me approximately a year ago, we need a strong NDP 
to survive as a Government or, as the Min ister of Health 
(Mr. Orchard) told me when I was speaking during 
debate on the Speech from the Throne last year, you 
forgot who the enemy is. No, Mr. Speaker, I never forgot. 
I was here for the six-and-a-half years under the Pawley 
Government. 

The Party, which has been relegated to th ird Party 
status, they were the enemy and when the Conservatives 
were in Opposition it was heated daily attacks on the 
then socialists. Now, al l  of a sudden, the social ists are 
not enemies. they have become al l ies. Why this sudden 
change of heart? Some of the founders of that Party 
and some of the former leaders of this governing Party 
must be upset . Those who are passed away must be 
turning in their graves. I th ink what is happening is a 
disgrace. I would l ike to q uote another portion in the 
Speech from the Throne as this Government seems or 
attem pts to think that they can do a lot for rural 
Manitoba. 
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* ( 1 740) 

I n  the section entitled Rural  Development, it states, 
"My Government's strategy for rural development wil l  
focus on the fundamental economic chal lenges effecting 
agriculture and on the other economic and social issues 
t h at are of concern  to r u r a l  M an it o b a n s .  A new 
Department of Rural Development has been established 
to lead in fulfi l l ing this commitment ."  

What kind of commitment to rural Manitoba? I do 
not  believe that taking a Minister who has proven himself 
i ncompetent in Natural Resources, was incapable of 
r u n n ing  that department ,  be ing  demoted to ru ral  
Manitoba, to Rural Development is  an example of this 
Government's commitment to rural Manitoba. Has rural 
Mani toba become a dumping ground for the demotion 
of M i nisters? 

It appears that we in rural Manitoba have been 
Rafferty-Alamedas, so to speak.  It is  probably why that 
person was put in that portfol io.  The Member for 
Portage (Mr. Connery) says- as I retract al l  the things 
I said about Sharon before-the fact is,  they tr ied hard 
l ast Session to get me to say-wel l ,  I hesitate to use 
the term "nasty," but that is exactly what they wanted 
me to do, say nasty things about the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mrs.  Carstairs) i n  the Liberal Caucus. 

What we tried to do and succeeded i n  doing in  the 
last election was defeating the NOP Government and 
a l l  of a sudden that is not i mportant any more. Here 
we h ave an invaluable situation i n  Manitoba of having 
two major non-social ist Parties competing for power, 
the best possible of al l  worlds. But no,  they want a 
strong NOP in order to survive. It goes contrary to 
common sense; it goes contrary to their own philosophy. 

One thing I noticed in the Throne Speech is that 
there is l ittle emphasis on agriculture. Oh ,  there was 
some repetit ion of the promises of last year but for a 
rural-based Party the obvious lack of in it iative is not 
only surprising,  i n  my opin ion it is very d iscouraging.  
This new Department of Rural  Development, is it more 
l ip-service like the Seniors Directorate or has it too 
become a portfol i o  w i t h o u t  M i n ister? You p h o n e  
different departments and sometimes they are not even 
sure-or different sections of this new department
h ow to answer the phones. Hopeful ly, they wi l l  learn 
to answer, Rural Development. 

U nless there is  a real true commitment and a real 
true emphasis in this department, if it just becomes 
meaningless l ike some of the other agencies and 
d i rectorates which have been set up, it will be an insult 
and a slap in  the face to al l  rural residents. I feel this 
is  an area where if the Government is truly serious that 
they seriously want to reverse a trend from rural to 
urban, that it can be done. It  can be done, but pol icies 
h ave to be put in effect, action has to be put in effect. 
No more working groups, no more committees. I agree 
studies need to be done in some areas but the fact is 
that they had a year to study. Now is the time for act ion.  

I f  the G overnment  i s  very ser ious about d o i n g  
something about t h e  sad situation o f  rural Manitoba, 
they can expect cooperation from this caucus. Of that, 
there is  no doubt. As a matter of fact, I feel that rural 
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Manitoba should be looked upon as an area where a 
Member, a Min ister is promoted to. That is the kind 
of stature, the k ind of area rural Manitoba should be, 
and I can think of a couple of examples, the Min ister 
of Northern and Native Affairs (Mr. Downey). He is one 
of those few which I count as a competent Minister 
but I feel that he is highly underutil izing his present 
portfol io.  That Member has been a critic for Municipal 
Affairs in the past . He knows rural Manitoba inside and 
out. Why could he not become Min ister of Rural 
Deve l o p me n t ?  I wou l d  cert a i n l y  h ave a lot more 
confidence, a lot  more faith that this Government is 
truly committed to rural Manitoba. 

The reason that he promoted some backbenchers 
into the Cabinet, the Member for La Verendrye (Mr. 
Pankratz) who has three more years experience as a 
Member of the Legislature than the present Min ister, 
has been a Mayor of the town of Steinbach in the past, 
is  from rural Manitoba. If they were going to bring in  
new Members, why not  the  Member for La  Verendrye? 
He also knows rural Manitoba municipal affairs, but 
n o ,  n o ,  we get a M i n i ster  who b u n g l ed up one 
department and now we, in  rural Manitoba, are stuck 
with h im.  

Again ,  I would l ike to continue on an area which I 
brought up the other day, the whole area of rural 
casinos. This is  an area which some Members across 
take l ightly but the issue here is not whether it should 
be a casino or not .  The issue is  that many organizations 
in  rural Manitoba, because of the way the systems have 
been set up ,  became dependent upon those annual 
casinos for their source of revenue, in  some cases, 
averaging $40,000 a year from that one single solitary 
casino annual ly. They have yet to learn if they wi l l  be 
compensated adequately. 

It is not enough to say some of them are losing money, 
that is very possible. Those in  my area, i n  eastern 
Manitoba, none of them are losing money. They may 
h ave had some years which were better than others, 
but on the overal l  the average was quite good . Although 
they have received forms, they have received formulas, 
they are sti l l  unsure as to whether or not they wi l l  get 
the compensation which is due them, g iven the fact 
this other source of revenue has been taken away. 

I would l ike to refer to another section in the Throne 
S peec h ,  wh ich  comes under  the sect ion  of R u ral 
Development. It says: "The pressures of cont inued 
out-migration on the social services and infrastructure 
of rural M anitoba wi l l  be addressed in concert with the 
people who l ive in  these areas. My Government's 
strategy to strengthen rural communit ies, include a 
Government-wide effort to decentralize service delivery. 
To th is end,  my Government has establ ished a working 
group to continue the process of identifying Government 
operations that can beneficially be decentral ized . "  

Again there i s  a question, why another working group 
at this time? They have had a year, a year so far, we 
have heard a lot about decentral ization, but noth ing 
is h appening.  I realize the former Land Titles Office in  
Boissevain have had the employees which the previous 
Government took away replaced , but again that is 
strictly a replacement, it is not addit ional jobs. 

That section also says the provincial Government 
has already re-establ ished , again not a new init iative, 
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re-establ ished . What I want to say here too is they 
mention Cabinet offices in Thompson, Cabinet offices 
in Brandon. What about eastern Manitoba, what about 
us in  eastern Manitoba? We are part of the province 
too, we pay our taxes l ike anyone else. We are entitled 
to services, we are entitled to decentral ization. 

* ( 1 750) 

M r. Speaker, there are several communities out in 
eastern Manitoba who are surviving simply because of 
their c lose proximity to the City of Winn ipeg. I do not 
feel that those communities should be there solely as 
satel l ite communities of Winnipeg. If there is true and 
meaningful decentralizat ion,  I th ink something should 
be put into place because the day could conceivably 
come where just being in close proximity to Winnipeg 
wi l l  n ot be enough to ensure their survival . 

Then there are communit ies further east, communities 
like Seven Sisters, Whitemouth, Elma, Rennie, where 
the p roximity to Winn ipeg is too far for them to travel 
to and from work, although some do it out of necessity. 
It j u st under l i nes the u rgency t h at is req u i red to 
decentral ize because the u nfortunate fact of l i fe is that 
whereas at one time a farmer could make a l iving on 
a quarter section, those d ays are gone. New ways, new 
industries, new sources of employment must be found 
to keep people i n  a rural  surrounding.  I th ink previous 
speakers on the Government side, as wel l as on our 
side, have indicated that and there seems to be general 
agreement. The question now is  to do it. 

One of those ways would be to establish some policies 
within the department, policies which have been lacking 
for years and years, especial ly i n  the area of rural 
residential development. The Government cannot on 
one hand say that it wants to repopulate rural Manitoba, 
and on the other hand when applications come in ,  
especially in  areas which are sandy, stony, bush ,  where 
they want to develop housing, turn around and say, 
no, you cannot develop there because you do not have 
a development plan in place. 

The buck is being passed from one department to 
the next, from one level of Government to the next. It 
has to stop and the d i rection has to come from the 
top. The Minister, the department has to take the bu l l  
by the horns  and  lay d ow n  t h e  framewo r k ,  t h e  
groundwork, a n d  say t h i s  is  what w e  are going t o  do. 
Using the excuse in  some areas that they cannot 
subdivide because it is prime agricultural land whi le in 
another area prime agricultural land is being subdivided 
d oes not make sense. There is no rhyme or reason to 
the way the department is operat ing right now. There 
is total mass confusion.  I would  say that it is the one 
area of concern ,  apart from Workers Compensat ion,  
where I guess I get almost the greatest number of calls. 

It is not a question of not al lowing agriculture, i t  is 
a question of striking a balance between agriculture 
and rural residential development. Mr. S peaker, there 
is no doubt that i f  one l ives in an area which is 
potent ia l ly, or wh ich  was at one t i m e  p r i m a r i l y  
agricultural, i f  o n e  holds only 1 0-20 acres a n d  i s  
surrounded b y  a housing development a n d  h e  cannot 
develop that 20 acres just because a couple of years 
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ago the department decided that t hey would  not  
a p prove anyt h i n g  e lse u n t i l  a m u n ic i p a l i ty or  
municipal ities put  together a development plan , wel l ,  
I say that i s  not good enough.  Obviously, a small parcel 
like that is not viable to make a l iving un less one which 
is turned into a catt le or a hog operation, but then it  
would not be allowed for environmental reasons, and 
rightfully so.  

These are areas which must be cleared u p  and where 
pol icies have to be enunciated and soon because the 
backlog is just pi l ing up.  Just appealing it to the 
Mun icipal Board every time is not sufficient because 
the Municipal Board in the end is forced to rule based 
on the vague outl ines that they have and precedents 
that have been set, and there is just a general unfairness 
out there in  rural Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, in  rural Manitoba, it also says that plans 
wi l l  be announced for the expansion and improvement 
of  the h i g h way system ,  an essent i a l  part of the  
i nfrastructure in  a l l  regions of  the  province. That i s  
welcome news because, as  we a l l  know, the  previous 
G overnment had slashed highway spending something 
fierce, but again in  one year we are sti l l  wait ing. I have 
communicated with the Minister of Highways (Mr. Albert 
Driedger) on numerous occasions, some of them at his 
requests, about l i ne priorities mentioned in  provincial 
roads, provincial trunk highways, potential usable roads 
which could become provincial roads, but all we get 
is outright refusals, or it wi l l  be considered . I real ize a 
lot of emphasis has been put on Highway 75, and 
rightfully so, but it is not the only highway in Manitoba. 
There are a lot of other highways being used in  this 
province, a lot of provincial roads. I realize it cannot 
all be done overn ight but one has to start. 

The Members across laugh. They chuckle. Wel l ,  they 
used to criticize the NDP for the very same reasons 
but now that they are in  power it  seems to be status 
quo. Now, I hope they prove me wrong.- ( lnterjection)-

Wel l ,  the M inister agrees with me that they do not 
k now where they are going. The Member for Rhineland 
( M r. Penner) has just said he does not know where he 
is going or where he has been. I am glad he is not the 
M inister of H ighways because he would be al l  over the 
map. 

Provincial roads, provincial trunk highways in  my area 
where it is critical is the 405. How many times has that 
been requested of these two Governments? Provincial 
Road 306, Provincial Trunk  Highway No. 1 1 , so far no 
action, so far no ind ication of action, so far not even 
the confirmation that it wi l l  be considered. 

Areas where there are major intersections, where al l  
that is being asked is a traffic l ight to control the 
potent ia l  d anger of acc idents,  even t hat i s  being 
outrightly refused . 

Part of the problem really l ies, I bel ieve, in the fact 
that Canada is one of the few developed countries which 
does not have a national highways pol icy. I th ink it is 
t ime that the M inisters of Highways from across the 
cou ntry got together with the federal M i n i ster of 
H ighways and tried to develop some kind of a national 
strategy. It  cannot go on this way in  the hodgepodge 
of ind ividual programs. 
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We have Alberta spend ing $1 bi l l ion on highways, 
whereas we have other provinces spending a few mi ll ion 
in  other parts of the country. It  would be far better if 
we got some kind of a national h ighways pol icy where 
highways development could be cost shared , as is  the 
case in  the United States. 

An example of this is our  Trans-Canada H ighway 
system, which the Yel lowhead H ighway became a part 
of in 1 986. While I am on the topic of the Yel lowhead, 
I would l i ke to mention that the Yel lowhead Highway 
which presently goes right up to Winn ipeg is serving 
only half the province of M anitoba, yet this is a cost
shared highway. There is ample opportun ity, and I am 
sure the Member for Lac du Bonnet ( M r. Praznik)  would 
agree with me, for the Yel lowhead to continue from 
Winnipeg down to 44, to West Hawk Lake, to the Ontario 
border. It  would  complete the alternative route to the 
Trans-Canada No. 1 ,  north of No. 1 ,  from B.C.  to 
Ontario, and then the Trans-Canada continues on from 
there in whichever areas that those provinces desire. 

I hate to change topics when there is this l i tt le time 
left today, but the Members say, go ahead anyway. 

Wel l ,  th is  i n terrelates somew h at wi th  h i g hways, 
because things l ike highways bring i n  the tourists. While 
I applaud the M inister responsible for Tourism (Mr. Ernst) 
for h i s  recent i n it i at ives i n  p r o m o t i n g  tou r ism i n  
Manitoba, I do not believe that enough i s  being d one 
as a whole to promote tourism in M anitoba. It  says in 
the Throne Speech that there is  potential for increases 
in tourism, then it goes on to many of their sectors. It 
is only briefly mentioned. What this Govern ment should 
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consider, M r. Speaker, is what has happened in other 
jurisdictions, and that is- and I have said that in  the 
past, I mentioned that last year during the Speech from 
the Throne, or the Budget Debate, one or the other, 
and in  previous years- but I believe that, given the 
potential of tourism, Manitoba could use a separate 
Department of Tourism. 

I real ize the time, M r. Speaker. Seeing as there is 
t ime left to continue, I wi l l  keep on this.  As I have said 
awh i l e  ago ,  g iven the fact that in severa l  other 
j u r isd ict ions  across the worl d ,  i n c l u d i n g  not  o n ly 
provinces or states or principal ities, but also cities have 
got their own Departments of Tourism, I believe that 
this Government should seriously consider it .  

Our caucus has seen fit to appoint a crit ic strictly 
for tourism separately from the rest of the Department 
of Industry and Trade, simply for the reason that we 
realize that although at the present time agriculture is 
our No.  1 industry, tourism has the potential to become 
eventually the second largest, if not the largest, at one 
point .  For that reason alone, I believe that it should 
continue. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The hour being 6 p .m. ,  
I am interrupting the proceed ings according to the 
Rules. When this motion is again before the House, 
the H onourable Member for Springfield ( M r. Roch) wi l l  
have five minutes remain ing.  

This H ouse is now adjourned and stands adjourned 
unt i l  10 a.m. tomorrow morning (Friday). 




