















































Tuesday, October 24, 1989

simply asking them does not matter where people live
in Canada. We have available, those individuals, we
should use them. This is a good program. The Minister
is saying they have the program right now.

According to the information we have, it is different.
They say you have only two positions and that comes
under the Refuge Doctors Program, but we are asking,
is the program established for a given period of time,
either one year or two years service, six to eight
positions each year, so that by the end of two years
we would have about 12 doctors? | do not think we
will need more than that. You do not have to have more
programs.

The present program does not specify that you have
to practise in a rural community. It does not. Can the
Minister show me where is that line that says that you
have to practise in a given community for five years?
No, it does not say that. What we are asking is a
commitment from those individuals who cannot find a
place, who are ready to work, and the communities
want them there, why we are being a hitch in that, why
we are putting up all the obstacles, why we have to
put two or three or four exams, just a systematic way
of discouraging people. You can put all the exams and
discourage people.- (interjection)- What | am saying
that the clinical exam, you can discourage people. It
is one way of telling them we do not want you. It is
the political reality.

Mr. Chairperson, it is really disappointing that we
have to argue about this for the last year when many
provincial authorities are looking at such a program.
Can the Minister tell me which line says that they have
to practise for five years?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, | intend to deal with each
of the issues raised by my honourable friend. First of
all, in 1981 in Ottawa we patriated the Constitution
complete with a Charter of Rights and Freedoms which
makes it legally impossible to enforce a five-year return
of service contract on any professional individual. That
has been tried in other jurisdictions and you cannot
enforce it, so that even though my honourable friend’s
next statement is, well, but these people will want to
do it, that may well be, but those people can sign the
contract tomorrow, practise medicine for one month
and leave for Victoria the next month, and we have an
absolutely unenforceable contract. | wish my honourable
friend would acknowledge that. That is not me saying
that, that is the reality of the legal system based on
the Charter of Rights since 1981 in this nation.

My honourable friend, and | asked him for those
individuals who had passed all of the exams required,
said he would provide me with that information but
then later said, why do we have to put these individuals
through all of this examination, because all we are doing
is discouraging them from practising medicine?

Mr. Chairman, | want to tell my honourable friend
that there is a refugee program which is a leader in
the nation in terms of the training of refugee physicians.
What my honourable friend is referring to are foreign-
trained physicians who come to Canada, and when
they immigrate to Canada they have not stated to

immigration authorities that they are a physician and
they wish to practise medicine. My honourable friend
is acknowledging that fact because my honourable
friend knows that Immigration Canada, should those
foreign-trained physicians identify themselves as
physicians, they will be told the difficult and maybe
impossible circumstances for them to undertake
practice of medicine in Canada. That is the reality of
the Canadian Immigration policy.

It is not meant to discriminate in any way, shape or
form, as is the common fall back when this difficulty
is faced by those foreign-trained physicians. It is a
simple recognition by the Immigration people of Canada
that Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Canada, have a sufficient
number of Canadian graduate physicians, and my
honourable friend is even agreeing with that. Despite
that, at the Faculty of Medicine at the University of
Manitoba in addition to the refugee program—because
refugees are a different status, they are forced out of
their countries and they are coming here under different
circumstances, they are not immigrants in the pure
sense of immigration policy—for landed immigrants
there is a policy that has been in place at the Faculty
of Medicine, and | will indicate it to my honourable
friend.

There are four qualifications which any individual who
is a foreign-trained graduate must accede to prior to
acceptance into an internship program, the Faculty of
Medicine. First of all, they must have landed immigrant
status or be a Canadian citizen, and all of those citizens
presumably qualify. They must have passed the Medical
Council of Canada Evaluation Examination. They must
have successfully passed the University of Manitoba
Clinical Comprehensive Examination, and they must
have external funding for the internship year at arm’s
length to the individual.

| reiterate what | have stated, and my honourable
friend knows that | am speaking accurately. There are
no foreign-trained immigrant doctors, to my knowledge,
in Manitoba who have met those criteria. | know of two
who have passed the Medical Council of Canada
Evaluation Examination. Two of the 16 who petitioned
Government, which my honourable friend has been
advocating their position to Government, have passed
the MCCEE but as of the last time | checked, which
was recently, neither of the two had passed the
University of Manitoba Clinical Comprehensive
Examination. So my honourable friend’s statement that
they had passed all the examinations is simply not an
accurate one. That is the difficulty that those foreign-
trained physicians face.

| want to share with my honourable friend some
information that was given to me by the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba because, as |
say, when these criteria have not been met by
individuals, the next easiest thing to indicate is, well,
this policy is discriminatory, therefore Canada is not
treating me fairly, therefore we should change the rules.
| cannot say that is an accurate assessment of what
is happening and | do not like the use of the old
discrimination argument being drawn into this
argument. We have expectations of competence
amongst trained physicians because in Canada we fund
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when we got defeated in Government the new
administration went and | guess had not tendered a
contract but has awarded the contract to a firm to deal
with the urban Native strategy.

What happened as a result of that is the feds backed
away and of course the city backed away and waited
for the report to be delivered as to what the
recommendations would be. Our strategy was to sort
of work together and have the Core Area Initiative take
the lead role, because we did not want them to slip
out of the focus and not be involved.

During my experience as a Member and also as a
Native person living in a city, the feds are always looking
for a way to opt out of being involved in the urban
Native affairs. The only process that they were really
involved was with the friendship centres. | was
wondering, as a result of the urban Native strategy
report or the conference that took place, has there
been anything to report? What has happened since
then?

Mr. Ducharme: First of all, the report that was
suggested was done by the Minister, the Honourable
Jim Downey. In regard to receiving that report, since
the report has come forward, and during the process
of dealing with the urban Native strategy, my department
has been involved. We have made recommendations
and suggestions.

You have to remember that through our involvement
with the core area and because we had this heavy influx
of the Native population into Winnipeg in the last five
or six years, a lot of my people have been sitting on
these boards and people have been expressing their
concerns. | felt that it was the right place for some of
my people to be on. They have expressed those
concerns and brought that information back to the
Minister. We have sat on the committee. When that
Minister | believe was questioned by yourself, he said
he will bring that forward to the House. | hope that
this solves some of your concerns. | agree with you,
not enough has been done. | am talking about, and |
am not blaming the previous administration, or anyone
else, but | am saying, decades and decades. Now it is
getting to a point where we have this heavy population
that is now in the city that you have to bring forward
the educational programs and get them employed. They
are only happy if they are employed.

| think | mentioned this earlier, and no remarks to
yourself, that the Native people that | know, to me are
more on the shyer type. They do feel uncomfortable
when they come into the City of Winnipeg, and | think
we have to learn to make them feel welcome. | hope
we address this in our mandate of Government.

Mr. Harper: | thank the Member for that answer. |
know that | will be questioning the Minister of Native
Affairs (Mr. Downey) when this report comes in. | will
be dealing with him the questions, the approach that
was taken by this Government. | felt that the
Government lost the opportunity to maintain the
cohesiveness and working together of the feds, the
municipal Governments together, and by this awarding
the contract it led the feds and municipal Governments

away from being involved. | felt that the feds, through
the core area, should have been the leading role.

| mentioned before that there was going to be a lot
of expenditures made by the provincial Government
as a result of the lack of the federal Government’s
spending on Native people. An example would be the
Bill C-31where a lot of people were reinstated because
they lost status as a result of the laws under the Indian
Act.

These people cannot benefit under Bill C-31. As a
matter of fact, the Act created another class of Indian
people, because even if they were classified as
registered Indians they were not necessarily Treaty
Indians. They have to be members of the Indian band
in order to receive any kind of Treaty Indian benefits.

(Mr. Chairman in the Chair)

So in a sense, what is done is that maybe even in
the worst conditions, even beyond the Metis people,
becauseit is another class of citizens, registered Indian
people, who do not belong to any particular band and
they may be worse off than non-status Indians. So what
the Government did, | do not think there was much
planning or foresight.

There are a lot of problems, complicated problems,
associated with Native people, the provinces, the
municipal Government, the federal Government, they
seem to pass the buck as to whose responsibility it is.
| know it is going to be a tremendous problem, but |
will deal with that with the Minister of Native Affairs
(Mr. Downey).

There is one final question | want to ask the Minister.
It is in regard to the CP Station. | was approached by
one individual at this organization, and the organizers
| think it was Ma Mawi, that was interested in maybe
obtaining that building. | was just wondering if there
had been any discussions at all relating to that, and
whether CP would consider even handing it for a dollar,
because they would benefit as taxpayers not paying
their taxes. So | was wondering whether there would
be enough interest where they would even turn it for
a dollar back to the people of Winnipeg or to the
Government. Can the Minister advise me on that?

Mr. Ducharme: | did mention earlier that there is a
feasibility study being done by Core. The other good
news | have for the Member for Rupertsland is that
apparently without talking out of school, the Minister
will be filing his report within days. When | receive the
feasibility study out of the core | will make sure that
| have my staff take note, and | will make sure you get
that feasibility study so you can go back to the other
group and show them that. | will get you a copy as
soon as | receive that at the core.

Mr. Chairman: 2.(a)—pass; 2.(b)—pass; 2.(c)—pass;
2.(d)—pass.

Resolution No. 138: RESOLVED that there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $43,962,500 for
Urban Affairs, Financial Assistance to the City of
Winnipeg, for the fiscal year ending the 31st day of
March 1990—pass.
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Item 3., Urban Policy Co-ordination which provides
urban policy formulation, planning advice and inter-
governmental liaison with respect to Urban Affairs.
Provides for the province’s share of expenditures
related to improving the core area of the City of
Winnipeg and provides for the effective participation
of corearearesidents in employment and development
opportunities. 3.(a)—the Honourable Member for Fort
Rouge.

Mr. Carr: There are very many issues of policy
contained within this item of the Estimates. | would like
to start with one that is of particular interest to
constituents of mine, and that is the the plan to develop
Louis Riel Park.

Let me begin by thanking the Minister and his deputy
and Heather McKnight, a member of the department,
for their consultative approach to this development.
The Minister, and through the Minister’s staff, has
consulted with us about the nature of that development,
but we have not heard a great deal about it lately. So
| wonder if | could begin by just asking the Minister
to give us an update on the project.

Mr. Ducharme: As the Member for Fort Rouge, it is
in his backyard and it is in our backyard, we have
something mutual. As you know, the process was to
proceed with the outside groups and advisory group.
Heather worked with them along with my department,
and the project basically was approved | think back in
August of ‘88 when we first started to look at that
particular park.

* (1550)

As he knows, Gaboury and Associates were
appointed as project consultants, and as he appreciates
there is the core area funding that will do the dock in
that particular area. We feel that particular part of the
project would probably be done in the winter. It would
probably have to be done sometime in December or
January, and | hope to make an announcement on all
phases of the park and how we are going to stage
them.

My main concern is that | do the dock first, because
we do not want to lose those monies that are available
under the Core. | think there is about $900,000 -
(interjection)- $900,000 just to do the dock, and then
the rest of the monies would be to do the rest of the
park. There has been a concept plan and | think the
Member will be aware through consultation with his
people that were in the advisory on how we are doing
that. | hope to make that announcement very shortly.

To be quite frank there are ongoing discussions of
the Louis Riel statue. | might as well be right up front
with you, there are several groups out there that have
said they would like to remove the statue. There are
groups out there that you have to deal with. There are
the arts groups that will have to come on stream, and
| have asked the Honourable Bonnie Mitchelson to get
those people involved. The park will not stop as a result
of the statue because we can do the riverbank under
the Core, and | am hoping everything else will get
resolved to make that announcement in the next month,
month and a half.

Mr. Carr: Mr. Chairman, as the Minister will recall, one
of the principle concerns of the residents who live on
Assiniboine Avenue and in the neighbourhood was that
the street not be blocked off. | think that those residents,
and many others who have access to that part of
downtown, would like to be reassured that within the
Minister’s plan there is no consideration of blocking
off Assiniboine Avenue.

Mr. Ducharme: | can commit to the Member that
absolutely that street will not be blocked off. | think
there was a consensus from that advisory group that
it be a one way to allow the—

An Honourable Member: West to east?

Mr. Ducharme: | think it was west, and to make sure
that their main concerns were the fire protection and
ambulance coming from Osborne Street and that has
been addressed. If that was the least of the problems
to be solved, | could make your announcement. So |
am saying that there are other things we have to resolve
before | make that announcement.

| can assure the Member, and | did promise him
before | made my announcement that | would contact
him and let him know exactly what we are doing and
| am not at that stage right now. | can assure him
because he is the MLA for the area that | will consult
him before | make the announcement.

Mr. Carr: | appreciate that, but the reason that | wanted
to have the Minister on the record on the subject today
is because when we went through the Estimate process
last year | asked the Minister of Government Services
(Mr. Albert Driedger) what his plan was for the area
behind the Legislative buildings. He told me that he
wanted to extend the park right back to the riverbank,
thereby closing the street. So | am glad to see that
the Minister has realized that that kind of decision would
have created havoc for the neighbours and residents
who live in this area. | am sure that we can now tell
the people who live on Assiniboine Avenue and on
Kennedy Street, and Edmonton, by the way some of
whom are colleagues of his in the Government of
Manitoba.

| know that | have more than a few Members of that
Cabinet who are constituents of mine. | do not know
why it is they do not call me when they have complaints
about the Government, Mr. Chairman. The Member for
Gladstone, the Minister of Community Services (Mrs.
Oleson), who is one of them, says that she will give
me a call and | look forward to it. She knows that her
MLA will respond with alacrity and with immediacy.

| would like to know a little bit more about the plans
on the riverbank. | know that there is a plan utilizing
core money to connect the riverbank between Osborne
Street and the Forks. Does the Minister have a
timetable? | know that there were some questions of
riverbank erosion, and it is not the easiest job to create
that walkway, | believe, that is going to go right across
the bank from the Forks to the Osborne Street Bridge.
Can the Minister let us know how that project is
proceeding, howmuchit will cost, and what the schedule
for implementation is?
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