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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, December 1,1994 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

At 1:30 p.m., all members and guests standing, 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, carrying the Mace 
shoulder high and followed by the Speaker and 
the Clerks of the Legislative Assembly, entered 
the Chamber and proceeded along the west side. 

The Speaker took post on the east side of the 
Chamber, the Clerks took post on the west side of 
the Chamber and the Sergeant-at-Arms returned 
along the east side of the Chamber to the main 
entrance where he stood and awaited the arrival 
of His Honour the lieutenant- Governor. 

The Premier, members of the Executive Council, 
military and civil aides, and officers comprising 
the officer escort met in the 
lieutenant-Governor's reception room. 

The Premier, members of the Executive Council, 
military and civil aides, and officer escort 
accompanied His Honour from the reception 
room to the Chamber in the following order: 

The civil aide on the right; 
the military aide on the left; 
the officer escort; 
the members of the Executive Council,· 

the Premier; and then 
the lieutenant-Governor. 

At the main entrance, the military and civil aides, 
the officer escort, members of the Executive 
Council and the Premier halted and turned 
inward to allow the lieutenant-Governor to 
advance to the head of the officer escort where 
His Honour was met by the Mace. 

Acting Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms (Garry 
Qark): His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. 

The Lieutenant-Governor then, preceded by the 
Mace carried shoulder high, and followed on his 
left by the military aide and on his right by the 
civil aide, proceeded along the west side of the 
Chamber to the throne. The Premier proceeded 

along the east side and stood on the floor on the 
east side of the Chamber. The members of the 
Executive Council took their places. 

The military aide took up his position on the 
right of the throne and the civil aide took up his 
position on the west side of the Chamber. 

The officer escort was positioned to the left of the 
throne. 

The lieutenant-Governor seated himself on the 
throne; the Mace made obeisance and retired to 
the east side of the Chamber. 

The civil aide advanced from the position he had 
taken on the west side of the Chamber and, after 
the usual obeisance on each step, handed the 
Lieutenant-Governor the Speech from the 
Throne. 

The civil aide then retired, step by step, and took 
up his position on the west side of the Chamber. 

The lieutenant-Governor seated the House. 

SPEECH FROM mE THRONE 

Hoo. W. Yvon Dumont (Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Province of Manitoba): Mr. Speaker and 
members of the Manitoba Legislature. 

I welcome you to the Sixth Session of the 
Thirty-fifth Legislature of the Province of 
Manitoba. 

Je vous convie ltla sixieme session de Ia trente­
cinquieme 16gislature de Ia province du Manitoba. 

Throughout 1994, families and communities 
across our province have come together to 
celebrate the International Year of the Family. 
1be year 1994 also brought special rewards to our 
province. All Manitobans rejoiced with the 
selection of our capital city as the host for the 
1999 Pan American Games. Winnipeg was 
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cbosm as wdl to host a special 07 Conference on 
Ukraine, recognizing the proud traditions of our 
province and the many relationships to Ukraine. 

• ( 1335) 

We look forwaro to 1995, the year in which 
Manitobans will celebrate our 125th anniversary 
as a province. It was Manitoba that made Canada 
more than a collection of colonies and provinces 
along the St. Lawrence and the eastern seaboard. 
Manitoba became the focus of the westwaro 
expansion of our nation. All Manitobans will be 
encouraged to celebrate our achievements in a year 
that mty be me of the most critical in our nation's 
history. 

In 1995, all of us who value democracy and 
freedom throughout the world will celebrate 
important events, VB Day and VJ Day, marking 
the victory of the combined forces of free nations 
who stood side by side against tyranny. 

By May 8, 1995, the 50th anniversary of the 
end of the war in Europe, our province will have 
completed the naming of geographical features 
after Manitobans who lost their lives in World 
War n, an everlasting reminder for future 
gcnemtions of the sacrifices made in the quest for 
peace and freedom. 

In keeping with my government's conmitment 
to better serve its citizens and to harness the 
electronic highway, this throne speech is 
electronically accessible for the first time through 
local fremets, and throughout most of the world on 
Internet. 

My government's ongoing conmitment is to 
worlc in partnership with our cOJllllllmities to bring 
the full potc:otial of the information economy to all 
Manitobans, regllidless of geographic, cultural or 
physical barriers. It is the development and 
innovative application of knowledge infrastructure 
which will enable our youth and our children to 
wotk where they choose to live. This is the 
promise of economic decentralization which will 
make Canada a strooger, more dynamic federation. 

Jobs and the Economy 

My government's aggressive conmitment to 
fiscal responsibility and economic growth has 
positioned Manitoba to take advantage of the 
international economic recovery. Throughout our 
province, individuals and families are looking 
forwaro with a sense of optimism to the future as 
the international recession has ended and as 
recovery has taken hold 

Exports this year to foreign markets have 
grown approximately 30 percent, the best 
performance in Canada. Manufacturing 
employment is at its highest in 13 years with our 
job growth in this sector leading all provinces this 
�· After a period of adjustments, our economy 
has become increasingly competitive, with 
increased trade being a leading factor in our 
recovery. Manitoba's overall economic growth has 
outperfoxmed the Canadian avemge for three of the 
last four years, and the Conference Board of 
Canada forecasts a 3.7 percent growth for 1994. 
These figures include the bad crop years which 
preceded this year's bountiful harvest. 

Tourism too is buoyant. Thus far in 1994, 
Manitoba has experienced among the best growth 
of all provinces in overseas visitors and in 
overnight visits of U.S. tourists. The tourism 
industry now contributes over $1 billion annually 
to our economy. My government is wotking with 
the industry to double its revenues by the year 
2000. 

These indicators and others are solid evidence 
that Manitoba is taking the best possible 
advantage of the international recovety. My 
ministers have established a record of leadership, 
stability, consistency and success. My government 
has put Manitoba on the road to prosperity. 

My ministers will work with Manitobans to 
build for tom:>IIow by offering new ideas, seeking 
new opportunities and finding new avenues to 
explore, all with the goal of jobs and greater 
security for this genemtion and those who follow. 
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There is no question that my government's 
oommitm::nt to fiscal responsibility and economic 
development is why we are so well positioned to 
take advantage of the recovery. 

Over seven budgets, my govemment has frozen 
major tax rates and has introduced tax cuts and 
incentives for individuals and small businesses to 
stimulate economic growth and job creation, a 
reconl unmatched in any jurisdiction in North 
America. As a result, Manitoba now enjoys a 
most competitive tax structure. What had been a 
major inhibitor to growth of investment and 
employmmt is now a positive factor in our 
economy. 

Spending taxpayers' dollars smarter has been 
our guiding principle. Programs have been made 
more efficient by eliminating overlap and 
duplication. Spending in many areas has thus 
been mduced. As a result, more of every tax dollar 
is directed to the highest priority services. 

Ensuring that govemment programs can be 
delivered within the �venues generated by a 
con:yet:itive tax structure is the best guarantee that 
the vital public services we need most will 
continue to be available to our chil�n. That is 
why my ministers placed so Dllch importance m. 
their fiscal plan to balance the budget by 1996-97. 
That fiscal plan remains finnly on track. 

. 
Ongoing deficits lead to higher debt, higher 

mterest rates and growing interest payments. 
1hose payments limit Manitoba's ability to create 
jobs and fund vital services. 

My gove�• u•n•t will introduce balanced budget 
legislation to ensme our financial house remains in 
order because balana:d budgets increase the ability 
to generate jobs and provide services. 

Since 1988, jobs and the ecm.omy have been 
our top priority. The Framework for Ecm.omic 
Growth outlined strategic directions, a�ssing 
the need for a favourable and competitive 
economic climate for growth. Economic growth is 
not an end in itself: but is essential to creating jobs 

and to sustaining our health care, education and 
social services, and our high quality of life. 

• ( 1340) 

Over 30,000 small businesses in Manitoba 
form the backbme of our economy. In addition to 
lower taxes m. small business, my government has 
responded to the need for smarter regulations and 
reducing red tape. Innovative programs such as 
the Rural Ecm.omic Development Initiative and 
Grow Bonds were introduced to assist nua1 
Manitobans to invest in their conmnmities. 

Small business accounts for about 80 percent 
of the new jobs in the economy and the number of 
home-based businesses and cottage industries is 
growing, strong evidence of a �newed spirit of 
en��neurship in Manitoba. My government 
will introduce new initiatives to help encourage 
entre�neurs to invest in their �ams and �te 
jobs. 

My govemment is acting upon a number of 
�commendations of the Manitoba Task Force on 
Capital Markets to improve access for financing. 
Building upm. successful capital instruments such 
as Business Start, Grow Bonds, Crocus 
Investment Fund and Vision Capital Fund, a new 
pooled investment fund will provide additional 
capital for small businesses in Manitoba to expand 
their operations and create new jobs. New plans 
are underway for a major event in the Spring of 
1995 to cmnect en��ncurs and small-business 
owners with investors. 

Experience has proven that targeting strategic 
sectors in partnership with the private sector can 
produce results. For example, the health care 
industry has grown from a handful of companies to 
approximately 1,500 jobs. 

My govemment's intensive efforts to attract 
information and telecomonmications activities to 
Manitoba have helped � an impressive 
munber of new investments and new jobs in North 
America's fastest growing sector New operations 
announa:d over the past two :years will create close 
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to 3,000 new jobs in the telecomnnmications 
sector. 

Manitoba has long benefited from its role as 
the centre of cross-Canada transportation and 
distribu-tioo and is now solidifying its position as 
a world class transportatioo and distribution centte 
for the movement of goods throughout North 
America and overseas. The transportation sector 
employs close to 25,000 Manitobans, the highest 
level per capita of any province. The concerted 
efforts of both the public and private sectors will 
be necessary to ensure Winnipeg continues to 
establish itself successfully as the global 
transportation and distribution hub envisioned by 
the Northern Hemisphere Distribution Alliance. 
Building on our strengths, my government will 
establish a Transportatioo Initiative to focus on the 
needs of the transportation sector. 

My govemm:nt awaits the reCQ1'J1Jllendations of 
the Canada-Manitoba-Saskatchewan Task Force 
on the Port of OJ.urchill. The rail line, the port 
and the community are vital assets for Manitoba, 
for the West and for Canada. My ministers will 
not accept closure as an option. 

My govemmcnt welcomes the advances made 
in opening world markets through the final GATT 
agreement and NAFTA. Despite a welcome 
agreenrnt, led by my government, to reduce trade 
barriers between provinces, the Canadian market 
alooe is not sufficiently large to support the whole 
range of Manitoba firms trading into the world 
ecooomy. 

• ( 1345) 

My government will continue its successful 
campaign, in co-operation with the private sector 
and other governments, to assist Manitoba 
exporters in capturing the opportunities arising 
from emerging markets. Manitoba's exports to 
Mexico nearly tripled between 199 1 and 1993 and 
exports for the first nine IIDlths of 1994 are nearly 
double those of the same period last year. 

Recogoizing that our province must continue to 
look beyood its borders and building oo 

Manitoba's success in attracting the Pan American 
Games in 1999 my government will launch a new 
initiative entitled Pan American Trade and 
Tourism 1999. Its focus will be on establishing 
and securing new trading opportunities and 
tourism prospects with all Pan American 
countries. 

The liberalization of trade and the emergence 
of new market economies around the world offer 
Manitoba businesses an unprecedented 
opportunity to export their products and services. 
There will be a continued focus on Asia-Pacific 
countries, in particular OJ.ina, Japan and 
Indonesia, following on several successful 
missions, including the Plemier's recent mission 
with Team Canada. The activities of the 
government and business leaders have resulted in 
an extremely strong interest in Manitoba from 
OJ.ina, including the signing of an ecooomic co­
operation agreement with Henan Province. The 
government will lead a business delegation to 
China early in 1995 to pursue business 
opportunities identified when five delegations from 
OJ.ina visited Manitoba this fall. 

The federal, provincial and city governments 
continue to make progress on a new Winnipeg 
Development Agreement to support the 
sustainable economic development of Manitoba's 
capital city. We expect to enter into a new 
agreement soon. 

Le Canada, le Manitoba et Ia Ville de 
Winnipeg continuent d'enregistrer des progr �s en 
ce qui conceme une nouvelle Entente sur 
1'1Ull6nagement de Winnipeg destinee l favoriser 
l'essor �onomique dmable de Ia capitate 
manitobaine. D'ailleurs, nous nous attendons l ce 
que l'Eotmte en question devienne bientOt realite. 

The two-year $205 million Canada-Manitoba 
Infrastructure Works Program is a very successful 
initiative. In addition to renewing our basic 
infrastructure and creating thousands of jobs, a 
number of innovative projects are being 
developed The annual Plemiers' Cooference 
endorsed the position that the Government of 

-
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Canada make a long-term commitment to this 

important program. 

Through substantial investments, Manitoba has 
a modem and evolving information infrastructwe, 
including an extensive fibre-optic network and a 
digitized telecomnnmications system that will be 
fully in place by 1996. Our objective is that every 
citizen and business will have the chance to 
participate on the information highway. My 
govemment has uodcrtaken several initiatives to 
spend smarter and improve service dcl.ively 
through practical and innovative applications 
utilizing the information highway, such as the 
Drug Program Information Netwolk, distance 
education projects and rural library automation. 
My govemment will be introducing further 
practical applications and services. 

My govemment has introduced several 
incentive programs which have encouraged 
increased exploration and mining activity in the 
province. In fact, since 1988, Manitoba is 
repositioned from having the highest provincial 
mining taxes to being among the lowest today. 
New mining exploration in F1in Flon, Lynn Lake 
and Thompson provide evidence that our incentive 
programs and mining tax structwe are working to 
the advantage of Manitoba. Gold production has 
reswned in the province, with one new mine 
already open and two new mines slated to open in 
1995. A titanium/vanadium discovery is being 
explored as a world-class deposit with significant 
potential for future development. My govemment 
is confident that the target of doubling the value 
of mineral production in the province by the year 
2000 will become a reality. 

• ( 1350) 

Manitoba farmers have always demonstrated an 
ability to adapt to a changing agricultural environ­
ment by growing nontraditional crops and 
diversifying. The need for the industry to adapt is 
as great as ever and significant new capital 
investn:r.nt will be required for Manitoba's farmers 
to take advantage of new diversification and 
value-added opportunities, including food exports 
to emerging markets. 

In the evolving global economy Manitobans 
will be required to continue to train and upgrade 
skills to ensure success as entrepreneurs and 
business managers. 

Wolk experience for young Manitobans 
through programs such as Wolkforce 2000, 
CareerStart, Partners with Youth and the REDI 
initiatives are instn.manal in creating employment 
for thousands of young Manitobans and in giving 
them the experience to move into the permanent 
workforce. 

New Directions for Education 

Following an extremely positive response, my 
gove''"'mf will move ahead with implementation 
of Renewing Education: New Directions. 

Parent Advisory Councils will give parents a 
greater voice in the operation of schools. 
Guidelines fur these councils are being distributed 
To benefit from their continuing advice, a second 
Parents' Forum will be organized. 

My government is expecting to receive the 
report of the School Boundaries Review 
Commission soon. 

The development of new curricula will assist 
our efforts to have our students read, write, 
compute and solve problems at a high level. My 
govemment will work with the western provinces 
and territories to develop COIDIIlOO core cwricula 
which will specify clearly what students should 
know and be able to do. Curriculum documents 
will also specify the expected levels of student 
performance. Mathematics will be the first 
anrirulum developed. Test development to assess 
student performance will begin in September 
1995, starting with Grade 3 math. 

Parents will be given greater flexibility in 
choosing a public school best suited to their 
children's learning requirements. 

To support the development of literacy skills, 
a Westem Institute of Reading Recovery will be 
established in Winnipeg, with programs to equip 
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teachers with strategies to intervene early and 
prevmt studmts from &lling behind in literacy and 
commmication skills so esscmial for success in all 
subject areas. 

Recognizing the critical role that teachers play 
in the education process, a review of teacher 
education and certification has begun to ensure 
that teachers have the necessary knowledge and 
skills to help students become successful learners. 

Teachers will also be invited to participate in a 
special fonun designed to get feedback directly 
from the dclivemrs of education. 

Schools should be safe, productive 
environments wheie teachers and students can 
work together. Teachers must feel secure in the 
classroom. My government will be introducing 
legislative amendments to give teachers more 
power to preserve order in the classroom and 
permit schools to have incieased authority in 
addressing school violence. 

Distance education and technology offer 
t:rem:ndous potential for enhancing the design and 
delivecy of educational programs, from 
kindergarten to post-secondary levels, throughout 
the province. C()IDDDmity-based technical and 
administrative infrastructums, interactive 
television systems and incieased electronic 
linkages among libraries, are being established. 
To ensure province-wide coordination and 
effective use of msources, a Provincial Advisory 
Council on Distance :Education and Technology 
with strong mgional mpresentation will be 
established. By December 1995, a large majority 
of schools outside of Winnipeg will have access to 
distance education, placing Manitoba among the 
leaders nationally. 

In msponse to the Roblin commission, � 
government has undertaken to link all post­
secondary institutions more closely with labour 
market demand New diploma programs are being 
identified in priority sectors. Colleges and 
universities are being challenged to co-operate so 
that academic achievement at conmnmity colleges 
may be mcognized in university programs. 

My government is also working with the 
private sector and universities and colleges to 
cmate opportunities for women to enter 
nontraditional fields of study. My government is 
proud to announce a new Training for Tomorrow 
Scholarship Award Program to enable wom.m to 
attend nmtraditional programs at each of our three 
commmity colleges, geared towards disciplines in 
math and science. 

It is appropriate that as we enter this special 
amiversary �. a bill will be introduced to cmate 
the Louis Riel Institute. 

A. l'aube d'une IUlllCe qui marque un 
anniversaire special, nous proposerons un projet 
de loi portant sur Ia creation de l'Institut Louis 
Riel. 

Public Security 

My govemnrnt believes that the security of the 
public and the security of the individual must be 
high priorities. 

• ( 1355) 

One of the initiatives that will be undertaken 
concerns the level of policing in the province by 
the Royal Qmadian Mounted Police and municipal 
forces. My government is working with the 
appropriate authorities to ensum that Manitobans 
can cootinne to feel safe and secure in their homes 
and in the pursuit of their daily activities. My 
government will continue to co-operate in the 
provision of aboriginal policing on mserves. 

My government has consistently taken a finn 
position that the Young Offenders Act requires 
strengthening to deal with young people who 
conmit aim:s. Manitoba has set out the strongest 
position in Canada and believes the changes are 
essential to produce a more effective framework 
for dealing with young offenders. 

My government will also be taking steps to 
ensum that victims of stalkers are notified in the 
evmt that the stalker, once charged with a criminal 
offence, escapes from custody or is mleased on 

-
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ball by the comts. Similarly, initiatives to permit 
notification of the public about dangerous sexual 
offenders who are in the commmity, particularly 
those who prey upon children, will be brought 
forwanl. Mechanisms for placing the names of 
convicted pedophiles on the Child Abuse Registry 
are being reviewed. 

In early 1995, evening judicial services will be 
inttoduced for those young persons who are 
dwged with criminal offences. By establishing a 
night court, ID:Y government will enable young 
ofti::ndcrs to attmd with their parents at a time that 
will be least disruptive to their proper education 
and their parents' employment. 

Expanded C(.l11l0Dmity magistrate training 
programs and the appointment of an additional20 
magistrates in C(.l11l0Dmities without local justice 
services will improve community based justice 
services. 

L'augmentation des programmes de formation 
l !'intention des magistrats oeuvrant dans les 
conummautes ainsi que Ia nomination de 20 
magistrats suppl6mentaires dans les localit6s 
�pomvues de services judiciares locaux 
contribueront a l'�lioration de tels services l 
1'6chelle locale. 

My ministers advise they are pursuing the 
development of initiatives to permit expanded 
services for victims of crime. 

Even though the Manitoba Maintenance 
Enforcement Program has served as a model for 
other enforcement programs throughout Canada, 
� government is committed to taking an even 
stronger stance against maintenance default. 
When parents and spouses fail to meet their 
support obligations, all Manitobans pay the price, 
but the persons who suffer most are the spouses 
and children who rely upon regular support 
payments to survive. 

As part of a comprehensive approach to 
maintcnanre enforcement, legislative amendments 
will be brought forwan:l to strengthen enforcement 
measures. Recognizing it is important to 

maximize souroes of funds the program can access 
for support obligations, ID:Y government is also 
committed to expanding the scope of attachable 
resouroes. Third, payment incentives and stronger 
penalties will be implemented. 

My govexn11011 will expand our rigorous youth 
confinement initiatives into the adult corrections 
system, featuring an expanded work system and a 
full workday. 

• ( 1400) 

A bill will be inttoduced to protect sellers of 
residential property from being liable to the 
mortgagor where the mortgage has been assumed 
as part of the property sale and the mortgagor has, 
in writing, approved the assumption of the 
mortgage. 

Enhancing Our Health Care System 

The preservation and protection of the 
Canadian health care system, encouraging 
prevention and wellness and achieving a better 
balance of conmnmity-based institutional services 
remain challenges for all governments in Canada. 
Although approaches to reform of the health care 
system vary by province, ID:Y ministers remain 
cmvinced that the approach adopted in Manitoba, 
of incremental improvements and reforms, 
technological advances and innovative changes to 
service delivery, remains the one most suited to 
our circumstances. 

Through co-operation among health care 

professionals and providers, institutions and 
government, severe measures seen in other 
provinces have been avoided. My government 
takes pride in the active participation of more than 
15,000 Manitobans in the renewal of Manitoba's 
health services as we move towan:l a more 
responsive system dedicated to the health and 
well-being of all Manitobans. 

Through the dedicated efforts of health 
providers, significant improvements have been 
made to give Manitobans a more efficient system 
At 34 percent, Manitoba already spends a higher 
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proportion of its budget on health care than all 
other provinces. For the coming year, my 
government will maintain its strong commitment 
for the health care system, which will include 
reinvesb:J:J:nt in aitical areas of health care needs. 

My ministers remain committed to increasing 
the proportion of community-based care and 
service within our health system Bringing health 
care closer to home means not only better care but 
more opportunities for Manitobans to become 
involved in making decisions about their services. 
In particular, my ministers advise m: that the 
implementation of rural and northern health 
associations is proceeding as planned. 

A Provincial Health Infotmation System, a 
comp.td:lensive electronic comonmication network 
linking all health care stakeholders and building 
oo the strengths of our government's Drug 
Programs Infotmatioo Netwolk, is being 
developed 1he new system will e1imjnate 
unnecessary waste, duplication and abuse of 
services while contributing to improved health 
care and better information for consumers and 
professionals. 

Important new procedures not currently 
available in our province will be introduced, 
including enhancement of a consolidated cardiac 
sciences program. 

Building on a commitment to establish breast 
and cervical cancer screening programs in 1995, 
my govemment will continue to take m:asures to 
address the growing concem over cancer in our 
province. A Prostate Centre will be established to 
provide leading-edge services to the more than 

2, 000 Manitoba men who have prostate disease. 
Bone-marrow transplant services will also be 
enhanced. 

The self-managed hom: care program is being 
expanded to rural Manitoba. Federal support is 
being sought. 

Nous sollicitoos l'aide du gouvemem:nt �� 
puisque nous etendons aux regions rurales le 
programm: autogere de soins l domicile. 

The Hom: Care program is being strengthened 
to better m:et the needs of seniors, the disabled, 
and patients who are discharged early from the 
hospital system 1he Home Care appeal process 
now in place is wolking well. Additional funding 
will be provided to m:et these changing 
requirements. 

To ensure that appropriate community services 
are in place, my govemment will reinvest funds to 
enhaDce the role of community health centres. In 
co-operation with the Manitoba Association of 
Registered Nurses, my govemment is introducing 
community nurse resource centres. 

As part of an active partnership wolking 
through the Child and Youth Secretariat, my 
government will implement strategies for healthy 
child developm:nt focusing on early interventions 
for children at risk. Early nurturing of vulnerable 
children is ooe of the best investments in the future 
that can be made. A key component of our 
O""'d'"C'>l' to children will be the developm:nt of 
a Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Diagnostic 
Laboratory. 

Caring for Families 

Manitobans have a tradition of caring for those 
in need Our strong community and family values 
are at the root of our desire to help others during 
diffirult times. As such, we have created a system 
of social services and income support programs to 
ensure that those who need help get the support 
they need. 

Govemm:nts across Canada have been 
cballenged by increasing social services caseloads 
and by the rapidly rising costs of social programs. 
There is a growing sense that the federal­
provincial social safi::ty net that was designed in an 
earlier era is not able to cope with the demands 
being placed oo it and is in need of reform in order 
to m:et today's realities. 

My ministers will continue to implem:nt 
reforms that strengthen incentives to wolk, 
increase work expectations and encourage 
economic independence for employable welfare 
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recipients, while maintaining basic income 
supports for our most vulnerable citizens. 

My government is concerned about children 
growing up in poverty and their prospects for a 
better life. My ministers believe the best way to 
support these children is for their parents to have 
jobs, and will continue to seek out innovative ways 
to help families with children become 
self-sufficient. In ICCent months, the Making 
Welfiue Work initiative, a series of programs and 
pilot projects designed to help welfare recipients 
improve their skills and attain employment, has 
been launched. 

My govermnent recognizes the heavy 
expectations facing women as caregivers and 
providers of income. 1he recent announcement of 
the Taking O:Jarge initiative which assists single 
mothers to enter the labour force is further 
evidence of our commitmeJlt to families in 
Manitoba. 

My govemnx:m is also looking at opportunities 
through our existing programs, the Family Support 
Innovations Fund and the new Winnipeg 
Developm.u Agreenrnt to provide children living 
in poverty with the tools and opportunities for 
better prospects in life. 

The federal govermnent has unilaterally 
discontinued its long-standing financial 
responsibility for social assistance and child and 
family services for Status Indians living 
off-reserve. This action alone has caused 
Manitoba taxpayers to pay an additional $60 
million for services which were previously paid for 
by the federal government. Manitoba is unique in 
having the highest proportion of aboriginal 
population of any province. Federal offioading in 
Manitoba therefore has more serious implications. 
My govermnent is seeking to have its special 
circumstances recognized in the social security 
reform My ministers are committed to continuing 
to work with aboriginal leadership to redress this 
grievance. 

1he govermnent of Manitoba also considers 
Treaty Land Entitlement to be priority and will 

continue to work with the federal government and 
Manitoba's First Nations toward an equitable and 
final settlement of these long-outstanding 
obligations. 

My government will be extending our second­
stage housing program across the province to 
provide longer-term options, beyond crisis 
assistance, for women and children leaving 
abusive relationships. 

As a further measure to support those in need, 
a Food Donations act will be introduced. 

In an effort to reduce the duplication of service 
required to provide separate voters lists, � 
governnmt will invite Canada and representatives 
of nnmicipal governments to participate in a 
tripartite investigation of a common voters list as 
an altemative to independent enumerations. 

Resources and Environment 

My ministers advise me of their continued 
commitment to the principles of sustainable 
development and to protecting the ability of our 
natmal resoon::es to contribute to the well being of 
Manitobans. Govemment has a particular 
m;poosibility in safuguarding the environment and 
managing natmal m;ources. Existing partnerships 
assist in the protection and management of wildlife 
habitats in Manitoba. 

To enable private citizens, landowners and 
conservation organizations to assist in the 
conservation of natural areas and habitat retained 
as part of land holdings the government will bring 
forwald legislation for conservation easements. 
This new conservation tool will help protect and 
conserve valuable habitats and natural areas on 
private lands without the necessity of government 
buying or selling land. 

"' ( 1410) 

Manitoba will continue to meet its 
commitmeJlts to establish a network of special 
places in Manitoba in support of the International 
Convmtion of Biological Diversity and the World 
Wildlife Fund of Canada's :Endangered Spaces 
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Program. In addition, my government is 
continuing to C<M>perate with the federal 
government on the establishment of new national 
parks to ensure that habitats and characteristics 
representing Manitoba's natural regions will be 
preserved for futme generations. 

Upon receipt of the final recommendations d 
the Manitoba Round Table, my government will 
inttoduce a Sustainable Development act to 
institutionalize the principles of sustainable 
development throughout government and the 
province in order to protect the environment and 
futme economic growth and job creation. 

To deal with the complex issues d 
contaminated site remediation, my government 
will introduce legislation reflecting the principles 
adopted by the Canadian Council of Ministers d 
the Environment. The Manitoba legislation will 
cootain an allocation process apportioning liability 
among responsible parties relative to their 
respective contribution to the contamination. 

Manitoba will release its thiid biennial State of 
the Environment Report in the Spring of 1995 as 
required by the Environment Act. 

En vertu de Ia Loi sur l'environnement, le 
Manitoba publiera au printemps 1995 son 
troisi�me rapport biennal sur l'�tat de 
l'environnement. 

Sustainable solutions to long-standing waste 
managenrnt problems will be implemented in the 
coming months consistent with the government's 
pledge to reduce solid waste in Manitoba by 50 
percent by the year 2000, including a province­
wide curbside collection and nwlti-material depot 
recycling initiative. 

Looking to the Future 

Honourable members, the address I delivered 
toyou in the Spring of this year referred to the 
hopes and aspirations which Manitobans have for 
the future of our province. I believe that vision 
bears repeating, because in many ways, it defines 
our purpose here. 

Manitobans want secure and satisfying jobs, 
not ally for ourselves but for everyone who is able 
to work and who values the dignity of 
employment. 

We want our children to be taught the 
fundamentals and the new skills they will need in 
the next century. 

We want our health care system to be high­
quality, accessible and fair, and we want it to be 
protected as one of our most important assets. 

We want our cities and our rural communities, 
our� and our businesses, all those who create 
jobs, to prosper and grow, and to do so in ways 
which are consistent with the principles of 
sustainable development. 

We want our streets and our neighbourlloods to 
be safe, day and night, for young and old alike. 

We want our heritage as a multicultural 
province to be honoured and respected 

Nous voulons que notre patrimoine, qui a fait 
de notre province une socre� multiculturelle, soit 
reconnu et respec�. 

We want our public business to be conducted 
with integrity, efficiency, and accountability. 

We want our governments to be responsive and 
to work in partnerships with the comnnmity, 
listening to new ideas and acting to meet 
Manitoba's priorities. 

We want our contribution to Canada's 
advaocema:lt to be recognized fairly, and we want 

to co-operate with all provinces and regions in 
developing the policies and initiatives our country 
requires to strengthen national unity and to 
cotq>ete IDJre successfully in the global economy. 

By staying true to these goals, by continuing to 
pursue them with all our talents and efforts, we are 
succeeding in making Manitoba the best place 
anywhere to live, to wolk, to raise a family, to 

-
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invest, and to build a future with pride and 
confidence. 

My government has shown consistent 
leadership in its fiscal and economic framework, in 
areas like justice and sustainable development, in 
protecting om investment in the priority areas of 
health, educatim and family services, in managing 
change through difficult times, and on many 
natiooal issues. We have shown that with a long­
term vision, focus and partnerships with the 
comnumity, a great deal can be accomplisbed. 

Where it is in the best interests of Manitobans, 
we have co-operated with federal governments. 
But where the interests of Manitobans are 
compromised, we have always stood up for 
Manitoba and will continue to stand strong for the 
interests of the people of Manitoba. 

In the comse of this session, my ministers will 
lay before this Legislature a number of specific 
proposals for review. Members will also be asked 
to consider estimates for the requirements for the 
public services of the province in the next fiscal 
year, as well as the most recent Public Accounts. 

I leave you now to the faithful perfonnance of 
your many duties and buSt that, in meeting them, 
you may benefit from the guidance of Divine 
Providence in all your deliberations. 

Je vous laisse maintenant aux nombreuses 
tlches que vous allez etre appeles l accomplir 
fi<2lemeot. Que Ia divine Providence vous eclaire 
au coors des d61iberations necessaires ll'execution 
de ces tlches. 

• • •  

The civil aide advanced and, after obeisance, 
received the speech from the 
Lieutenant-Governor and retired to the west side 
of the Chamber. 

The Mace then made obeisance before the 
Lieutenant-Governor and preceded him along 
the east side of the Chamber to the main 
entrance, accompanied by the Premier, the aides 

and the officer escort. All members and guests 
stood. 

God Save the Queen was sung. 

The Speaker proceeded to the Chair after His 
Honour retired from the House. 

The Premier proceeded to his seat in the 
Chamber. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms proceeded to the Speaker 
who was standing before the Chair. The Mace 
made obeisance and returned to the table. 

• (1420) 

Mr. Speaker: 0 Etemal and Almighty God, from 
Whom all power and wisdom come. We are 
assembled here before Thee to frame such laws as 
may tend to the welfare and prosperity of om 
province. Grant, 0 Merciful God, we pray Thee, 

that we may desire only that which is in 
acCOldance with Thy Will, that we may seek it 
with wisdom, know it with certainty and 
accomplish it perfectly, for the Glory and Honom 
of1hy Name and for the welfare of all our people. 
Amen. 

INTRODUCTION OF Bll..LS 

BUll--An Act respecting the 
Administration of Oaths of Office 

Bon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I 
move, seconded by the honourable Minister of 
Fnvi1'oonr.Dt (Mr. Ommings), that leave be given 
to introduce a bill, Bill 1, An Act respecting the 
Administration of Oaths of Office; Loi sur Ia 
prestation des serments d'entree en fonction, and 
that the same be now received and read a first 
time. 
Motion agreed to. 

House Business 

Mr. Speaker: I wish to inform the House that in 
order to prevent mistakes, I have received a copy 
of the Address of His Honour which was read 

I am pleased to introduce to the House the six 
young people who have been selected to serve as 
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Pages at this session. They ate, beginning at � 
right: Karen Remus from the Boundary School 
Divisim No. 16; Ivan Holloway from the Morris­
MacDonald School Division No. 19; Corinne 
Maes from the Morris-MacDmald School 
Divisim No. 19; JeffBrowaty from the River Bast 
School Division No. 9; Jaime Henkel from the 
River East School Divisim No. 9; and Davyd 
Hooper from the St. James-Assiniboia School 
Divisim No. 2. 

Mr. Filmon: Mr. Speaker, I move, secmded by 
the hmourable Minister of F"mance (Mr. 
Stefanson), that the Votes and Proceedings of the 
House be printed, having first been perused by the 
Speaker, and that the Speaker do appoint the 
printing thereof: and lbat no person but su� as the 
Speaker shall appoint do presume to print the 
same. 

Motion agreed to. 

Mr. Filmon: I move, seconded by the honourable 

Minister of Justice (Mrs. Vodrey), that the speech 
of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor be taken 
into consideration tomorrow. 

Motion agreed to. 

Mr. Filmon: Mr. Speaker, I move, secmded by 
the honourable Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Doer), that this House do now adjourn. 

Mr. Speaker: Before putting the motion to the 
House, may I inform all present that a receiving 
line composed of Their Honours, the Lieutenant­
Govemor and Mrs. Dumont, the Premier and Mrs. 
Filmon, and the Speaker will form shortly in 
Room 200 at the north end of the building and that 
refreshments will be served in Room 254 at the 
south end of the building in five minutes time. 

Motion agreed to and the House adjourned and 
stands adjourned until ten o'clock tomorrow 
morning (Friday). 
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