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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 215-The Mandatory Testing for
Pathogens Act

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): | move,
seconded by the Member for Turtle Mountain
(Mr. Cullen), that Bill 215, The Mandatory Testing
for Pathogens Act, be now read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Goertzen: This bill would give paramedics,
police officers and firefighters who come into
contact with blood or other bodily substances in the
course of their emergency duties the right to have
that blood or other substances tested to ensure it is
free from diseases such as HIV and hepatitis C.

The bill also would apply to victims of crime
who come into contact with blood or bodily
substances by an assailant and apply also to Good
Samaritans who are helping someone at the scene of
an accident. The bill is about giving peace of mind to
those emergency personnel who protect us and those
who have been victimized by crime and corresponds
with legislation for other provinces. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

PETITIONS
Provincial Nominee Program

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, |
wish to present the following petition to the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

The background to this petition is as follows:

Immigration is critically important to the future
of our province, and the 1998 federal Provincial
Nominee Program is the best immigration program
that Manitoba has ever had.

The current government needs to recognize that
the backlog in processing PNP applications is
causing additional stress and anxiety for would-be
immigrants and their families and friends here in
Manitoba.

The current government needs to recognize the
unfairness in its current policy on who qualifies to be
an applicant, more specifically by not allowing
professionals such as health-care workers to be able
to apply for PNP certificates in the same way a
computer technician would be able to.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the Premier (Mr. Doer) and his
government to recognize and acknowledge how
important immigration is to our province by
improving and strengthening the Provincial Nominee
Program.

This is signed by V. Avillanoza, T. Sarmiento
and I. Cruz and many, many other fine Manitobans.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our rule 132(6),
when petitions are read they are deemed to be
received by the House.

Neepawa, Minnedosa and Areas Local Hospitals

Mr. Stuart Briese (Ste. Rose): Mr. Speaker, | wish
to present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

Residents of Neepawa, Minnedosa and the
surrounding areas are concerned about the long-term
viability of their respective local hospitals.
Impending retirements, physician shortages, and the
closure of many other rural emergency rooms have
caused residents to fear that their health-care
facilities may also face closure in the future.

Local physicians and many residents have
expressed their support for a proposed regional
health centre to service both communities.

It is believed that a new regional health centre
would help secure and maintain physicians and
would therefore better serve the health care needs of
the region.

The success of other regional hospitals, such as
Boundary Trails Health Centre, has set the precedent
for the viability and success of a similar health centre
for the Neepawa and Minnedosa area.
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We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Health (Ms. Oswald),
to consider the feasibility of a joint health centre,
including an emergency room to service Neepawa
and Minnedosa and the surrounding area.

To urge the Minister of Health (Ms. Oswald) to
consider sustaining health care services in this area
by working with local physicians and the
Assiniboine Regional Health Authority on this
initiative.

This petition is signed by Kathy Jasienczyk, Mel
Goodwin, Robert Walker, and many, many others.

Cottage Owners and Homeowners
Access to Property

Mr. Gerald Hawranik (Lac du Bonnet): Mr.
Speaker, | wish to present the following petition to
the Legislative Assembly.

These are the reasons for the petition:

Due to an ongoing blockade, some cottage
owners and homeowners have been unable to access
their cottages and homes in eastern Manitoba for
several weeks.

These cottage owners and homeowners are
extremely frustrated about this lack of access, and
they do not appreciate the provincial government's
advice that they should have "patience" while no
action is being taken to resolve the issue.

These cottage owners and homeowners are very
concerned that if they are unable to properly
winterize their cottages and homes before freeze-up,
costly property damage will ensue.

Cottage owners and homeowners do not want to
be held financially responsible for property damages
that they could not prevent.

We petition the Legislative Assembly as follow:

To request the ministers of Conservation and
Justice to consider taking timely steps to resolve the
blockade and to restore cottage owners and
homeowners access to their property.

To request the Minister of Conservation
(Mr. Struthers) to consider paying compensation to
cottage owners and homeowners who suffer property
damage as a result of being unable to access their
property due to the blockade.

Signed by Rob Nelson, Karen Cook, James Wall
and many others, Mr. Speaker.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committee of Supply

Ms. Bonnie Korzeniowski (Chairperson): Mr.
Speaker, the Committee of Supply has adopted
certain resolutions. | move, seconded by the
honourable Member for St. Norbert (Ms. Brick), that
the report of the committee be received.

Motion presented.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Jim Rondeau (Minister of Science,
Technology, Energy and Mines): I'm pleased to
table the 2006-2007 Annual Report for the
Department of Competitiveness, Training and Trade.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, I'd like to
draw the attention of honourable members to the
Speaker's Gallery, where we have with us today
Pavel Sarbashev, Division Manager for the
Murmansk Shipping Company in Russia, Dimitry
Bystrove, Acting Trade Commissioner, First
Secretary of the Embassy of the Russian Federation,
and Bill Drew, Executive Director of Churchill
Gateway Development Corporation, who are guests
of the honourable Minister of Infrastructure and
Transportation (Mr. Lemieux).

On behalf of all honourable members, | welcome
you here today.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Hollow Water Cottage Barricade
Land from Cottage Lot Draws

Mrs. Heather Stefanson (Tuxedo): Mr. Speaker,
the Minister of Conservation's handling of the
Hollow Water blockade issue has been a disaster
right from the get-go. The minister claims that his
meeting with Chief Bushie over the weekend was a
guote, unguote, success, yet the blockage remains.
Now the minister appears to be trying to back out of
an agreement with Manitobans who entered a
cottage-lot draw and were awarded property by this
government under that program.

Why did he agree to offer this land to Hollow
Water First Nation?
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Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister of Conservation):
Mr. Speaker, first of all, we have had a very
successful round of cottage-lot draws that have made
a lot of Manitoba families very happy. We have
some beautiful areas in this province that Manitobans
want to have cottages at.

We identified the subdivisions in question. We
contacted the First Nation on numerous occasions to
get an idea of their thoughts on this, Mr. Speaker.
We moved forward and put those lots available in
good faith for people, and we don't want to leave
them hanging out to dry, | guess like members
opposite would. We have decided that if the ground
rules have changed for these people, we're going to
help them out.

Mrs. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, | guess it was such a
success that now the minister sees fit to back out of
the agreement.

The minister needs to be honest and up front
with all Manitobans about this issue. He already
stated that his meeting with Chief Bushie was a
quote, unquote, success. If it was a success, he must
have agreed to give Hollow Water First Nation
something.

Did he agree to offer the land previously allotted
to Manitobans and the cottage lot draw to Hollow
Water First Nation?

* (13:40)

Mr. Struthers: No, Mr. Speaker, we did not, and
we're not going to leave the cottagers there hanging,
as | suppose members opposite would.

Mrs. Stefanson: Mr. Speaker, if he has not agreed to
do that, then why is the minister trying to back out of
an agreement with the cottage owners from the
cottage-lot draw? Is it to avoid dealing with
enforcing the law perhaps during an illegal
blockade? Is that why?

Mr. Struthers: The Member for Tuxedo should be
listening to answers that have been given on this side
of the House consistently from the beginning.

Mr. Speaker, it's all about the law. It's all about
the law.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Struthers And | would refer the Member for
Tuxedo to the grade 9 curriculum in social studies in
the province of Manitoba which clearly should have

taught her the difference between judicial, legislative
and executive branches.

This government does not tell the RCMP what to
do. We are very confident the RCMP understands
what to do and that they will make the best decisions
so that people don't get hurt—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

West-Side Manitoba Hydro Line
Justification for Location

Mr. Cliff Cullen (Turtle Mountain): Mr. Speaker,
the wheels are falling off the west-side line
bandwagon faster than you can say bipole.

The NDP is saying if there is an east-side line
there will be no UNESCO site. Brian Schwartz says
wrong. The NDP say east-side communities don't
want the line. George Kemp and Elijah Harper say,
wrong. The NDP say that line losses won't be
significant. U of M engineering professor Ani Gole
says, wrong.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the NDP excuse of the day is
to say, the west-side line will pay for itself.

Will the minister admit that an east-side line will
also pay for itself and will do so much quicker than a
west-side line?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): The
president of Manitoba Hydro has said that the
difference between an east-side and a west-side line
is 16 megawatts, not the enormous number that the
members opposite used.

Mr. Cullen: Yes, well, we'll see about those figures.

Mr. Speaker, the claim that the west-side line is
the way to go because it will pay for itself is just
NDP spin.

An east-side line will offer better reliability at
less cost, plus it will enable us to export more power.
On top of that, all power will have to travel to

converter stations in  Winnipeg before being
exported.
Mr. Speaker, | ask the minister why this

government is misleading Manitobans into thinking
that a west-side line will export more power than an
east-side line.

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, | think the member is
misquoting somebody. | don't know who, but the fact
of the matter is, we've always said that a longer line
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costs more money. That is absolutely clear. It goes
through less boreal forest because there is more
boreal plain on the west side.

So, the fact of the matter is that a west-side line
mitigates three risks. It mitigates risks to reliability
because it was as early as 1990 that the former
government was asked to increase reliability. They
did nothing. We're moving forward with increased
reliability.

It mitigates the chance of losing the UNESCO
World Heritage designation. Nothing is absolutely
certain. Nothing is absolutely certain, Mr. Speaker,
but it is clear that, when you intensify the conflict
between a UNESCO designation and a bipole
corridor, you roll the dice and increase your chances
of things going wrong on both counts. And finally,
Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Cullen: Mr. Speaker, perhaps the member
opposite should read the report from Brian Schwartz
and the University of Manitoba and get his opinion.

Mr. Speaker, the NDP have a list of excuses
400 kilometres long why they want to build on the
extreme west side of Manitoba, but in the end, it
comes down to one reason. This Premier (Mr. Doer)
fears a fight with Bobby Kennedy, Jr.

Mr. Speaker, we have debunked the NDP phony
excuse of the day. Will the minister share with us
now tomorrow's excuse of the day so we can save
some time and just debunk it today?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the third risk that | wish
to address, which is the one the member speaks to
right now, is the potential risk to our export markets.
Over the next 10 years a modest assumption would
suggest that we could earn $5.5 billion from export
sales into the United States. The members would like
to potentially save $300 million to $400 million on
additional costs but put at risk $5.5 billion. That's
just bad risk management. It's bad risk management
for export markets, it's bad risk management for
UNESCO World Heritage designation, and it's bad
risk management for reliability where they did
nothing for over nine years and we're moving
forward, to the great relief of the Hydro corporation.

West-Side Manitoba Hydro Line
Justification for Location

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Minnedosa): I'd also like to
speak about the risk. Mr. Speaker, the Island Lake
Tribal Council, representing the four Island Lake

First Nations, wrote to the Premier (Mr. Doer) on
October 10 expressing extreme dissatisfaction with
the NDP's decision to run bipole 3 down the west
side. The letter states that the decision is a significant
setback to economic potential and opportunity for the
First Nations as well as the province of Manitoba.

The trade-off is simply too exorbitant a price to
pay. Mr. Speaker, can the Minister of Aboriginal and
Northern Affairs (Mr. Lathlin) explain why his
government is refusing to listen to long-term
residents and the east-side leadership who believe it
is immoral to leave east-side residents isolated and in
poverty?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): There
were extensive consultations done on the east side,
and at the time the consultations were done, the
overwhelming majority of opinion was that there
were major concerns about putting the bipole down
the east side. And any acceptance of the bipole down
the east side was conditional upon a very significant
ownership or revenue-sharing stake in that.

Manitoba Hydro has made it very clear that they
do not want their distribution system, their bipole
system, to be outside of their control. They see it as
part of an integrated system. And the members
opposite have been very misleading to the people on
the east side. Before the election they created the
impression they would share revenues and
ownership. After the election, the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. McFadyen) has said: No way. We
will not share revenues. We will not share
ownership. What is their real position?

Mrs. Rowat: | can see the position of this
government is not to consult and listen to the
Manitobans on the east side. The Island Lake chiefs
have said that when deciding where to run bipole 3,
the Premier (Mr. Doer) should have factored in the
economic benefits to one of the most economically
depressed regions of the province.

The chiefs believe that there is a First Nation
that is opposed to the project, then accommodations
could be made or should be made. They believe that
a single opposition should not override other
majority interests.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask the Minister of
Aboriginal and Northern Affairs: Why is his
government backing away from a project that could,
in the words of the Island Lake chiefs, alleviate
poverty?
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Mr. Selinger: As | said, Mr. Speaker, there were
over 80 consultations done on the east side. The
Minister of Aboriginal and Northern Affairs was
involved in that as were other members of the
Legislature. They heard very clearly that there were
significant concerns and opposition to a bipole down
the east side. They took that advice seriously. We
made an announcement in 2004 by the minister of
the day, who said that he did not want to go down the
east side, based on that consultation. We had an
election. The Leader of the NDP said that we did not
want to go down the east side, based on that
consultation.

The election is over. We are not going down the
east side, based on all the best information we have.
Of course, some leaders, some chiefs on the east side
see the potential benefit of a revenue-sharing or
[inaudible] stake in that. We completely understand
why they would want to have additional economic
development for their community.

Mrs. Rowat: Mr. Speaker, the Premier (Mr. Doer)
said in this House: I'll take my advice from the
people of the east side. Well, the Island Lake chiefs
are saying that the NDP government had the
opportunity to demonstrate real common-sense
leadership on the project instead of the decision of
the government leaving First Nations and a large part
of the public completely disillusioned.

The options are clear, Mr. Speaker: poverty and
despair or opportunity and hope. | think that the
views of the Island Lake chiefs are pretty clear. If
this Premier says he takes advice from the people on
the east side, why is he not taking the advice from
the Island Lake chiefs?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, | have mentioned this a
couple of times now. There were over 80
consultations done on that side. The overwhelming
majority of opinion was against at that time a bipole
down the east side or very significant concerns with
Hydro trying to do that and a great deal of mistrust.

The only acceptance for an east-side bipole has
been conditional on significant ownership and/or
revenue sharing on the bipole with First Nations on
the east side. Hydro has said when it comes to
bipoles, they do not believe in revenue sharing with
respect to that. The members of the opposition have
themselves said: If you're concerned about poverty,
how can you on the one hand say you're concerned
about poverty, but no, you cannot have ownership.
No, you cannot have revenue sharing. What is your

policy to develop the east side? You have no policy.
You're speaking out of both sides of your mouth.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.
* (13:50)

Manufacturing Sales
Decrease in Manitoba

Mr. Rick Borotsik (Brandon West): This Finance
Minister constantly gets on his hind legs and fools
Manitobans with his deceptive illusions and smoke
and mirrors. But the truth is, Mr. Speaker, he's not
doing a very good job of managing this economy.

Mr. Speaker, the proof is in the statistics,
Statistics Canada, actually. The monthly manu-
facturing survey released today shows that Manitoba
is the only western Canadian province to show a
decrease in manufacturing sales in the month of
August. Manitoba has a decrease of 0.7 percent.
Saskatchewan has an increase of 15.4 percent. |
wonder why. Maybe Saskatchewan is more business

friendly, maybe because Saskatchewan has no
payroll tax.
Why is the Minister of Finance letting

Saskatchewan succeed at the expense of Manitoba
manufacturers?

Mr. Speaker: Order. I'd like to remind the
honourable Member for Brandon West, with the term
of "gets on his hind legs,” | don't think that's
appropriate for this Chamber. All members in this
Chamber are honourable members and all members
will be treated as such.

Hon. Greg Selinger (Minister of Finance): Thank
you, Mr. Speaker. The facts are the member likes to
use one-month statistics. We should look at the
trend for Manitoba on an overall annual basis.
Manitoba is the second in the country in growth
and manufacturing shipments, second in the country
at over 12 percent. Manitoba's manufacturing
shipments have outperformed the national average in
the last five or six years. The member opposite, a
few Question Periods ago, said we're losing jobs in
manufacturing. We are up 4,200 jobs in
manufacturing.

The member opposite should not only apologize
for his cheap shots, he should apologize for getting
his facts wrong and try to put an accurate question on
the record—an accurate question on the record.
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Mr. Borotsik: It seems the Minister of Finance
wants to duck and weave. The fact is that Manitoba
is losing last month and the fact of the matter,
Mr. Speaker, is certainly going to lose in months to
come.

This minister, Mr. Speaker, is prepared to stick
his head firmly in the sand and not look at the
situation that's now evolving. We know that this
economy is going to change. We know that this
economy is going to change for the worse for
Manitoba. We know that the same old policies that
this minister has espoused in this House are not
working.

I would like to know now: Is he going to take
some action or is he going to sit back, Mr. Speaker,
and watch Manitoba fall further and further behind in
the future?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the member ignored the
information | put on the record, second largest
growth in manufacturing in the country this year,
five out of the last six years, above the Canadian
average, 4,200 jobs more.

What policies have we put in place to aid
manufacturing? We've reduced the corporate tax,
we've reduced the small business tax, we've
increased the manufacturing investment tax credit to
50 percent refundable for the first time in the history,
we've had a rapid write-down of depreciation for the
acquisition of new equipment and technology and
we've lifted the threshold on the payroll tax,
measures members opposite never took in the entire
period of time they were in office. Members opposite
are green with envy of what we've done to help
manufacturing in this province.

Mr. Borotsik: What part does the Minister of
Finance not understand? In August of this year, Mr.
Speaker, not five years ago, not 10 years ago, but of
August this year Manitoba had a reduction of
0.7 percent in manufacturing sales. That's a
reduction.

Even with all of what he's done, Mr. Speaker,
what he thinks he's done, we had a reduction.
Saskatchewan had an increase—-are you ready for
this? An increase of 15.4 percent at the same time.
They're eating our lunch, they're eating our breakfast.
They're beating us to the punch, and this minister can
sit on his laurels all he wants, but we're losing the
battle.

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, if being the second best
in the country is losing the battle, we're the second

best in the country. Our manufacturing and capital
investments are expected to be up 30 percent this
year. Six times, six times—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. | can't hear a thing. Let's have
a little decorum here. | need to be able to hear the
questions and the answers in case there's a breach of
a rule, so | ask the co-operation of honourable
members, please. The honourable Minister of
Finance has the floor.

Mr. Selinger: Not only have we reduced the
corporate capital tax which was the highest in the
country and taken it down, not only have we reduced
corporate tax rates from 17 percent going down to
12 percent, not only have we made the 50 percent
investment tax credit refundable; we've done that in
two terms, just starting in our third term.

I note Saskatchewan has had an NDP
government for four terms. | can assure you, by the
time we get to our fourth term, we'll be doing equally
as well as Saskatchewan because they've had the
right kind of government.

Seven Oaks School Division
Land Development Accounting

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): Mr. Speaker, the
Auditor General has said that she does not consider
herself the Legislature's watchdog. She presents the
facts, and the facts are the Seven Oaks School
Division land development scheme shows two sets of
financial statements: a surplus of $512,000 on one
set of books and a cost of $819,000 on the other, thus
a loss of over $300,000. In the end, either
Manitobans or Seven Oaks School Division
taxpayers, or both, will be forced to pay.

| ask the Minister of Education: Who will be
held accountable for the $300,000 scandal at the
Seven Oaks School Division?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): Indeed, the Auditor
General's report has been clear on a number of
issues. Members opposite have been caucusing on
the grassy knoll on this particular issue, Mr. Speaker,
cooking up conspiracies all the way along the way.
They've talked about the loss of revenues when, in
fact, the Auditor General has said that the school
division made $512,188.

The members opposite suggested that there were
people higher up who were aware of the goings on.
The Auditor General has debunked that.
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Members opposite should be careful about the
facts as they like to interpret them, Mr. Speaker,
because the Auditor General has been very clear with
this particular issue, and we look forward to
implementing all the recommendations that have
been brought forward.

Mr. Schuler: NDP math is when you have a loss,
that's a gain.

Mr. Speaker, former members of Public Schools
Finance Board collectively have donated some
$7,000 to the NDP. There was Ben Zaidman, Glenn
Nicholls, Mary Annes, Howard Mathieson, all very
good friends of the NDP.

Over at the Seven Oaks School Division, Brian
O'Leary, disgraced NDP campaign manager, has
donated over $4,000 to the NDP since 1999; and also
Ross Eadie, former school board trustee, who has
donated over $1,200 since 1999.

I would like to ask this Minister of Education:
Who is being held accountable for the loss of
taxpayers' dollars? Or is the question, perhaps: How
much has to be donated to the NDP so that you get a
get-out-of-jail-free card?

Mr. Bjornson: Once again, Mr. Speaker, the caucus
in the grassy knoll. You know, the conspiracy
theories that they continue to twist and turn here,
from the members who are held accountable because
of the Monnin inquiry. | find it quite fascinating that
they would raise this in the House. We have changed
the law.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Bjornson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We were
the government that changed the law with respect to
accountability and disclosure on contributions to
political parties with banning corporate donations,
banning union donations.

The Auditor General's report is clear. There was
a profit made, Mr. Speaker. Members opposite
perhaps don't understand the math. There were two
sets of financial statements, one set of books. The
two sets of financial statements were for clarity.

* (14:00)

Mr. Schuler: Mr. Speaker, two sets of financial
statements on the same set of books. So you can
basically choose which one you want, depending on
what your spin is. On the one hand, there's a surplus
of $512,000. On the other set of books, it shows it

costs you $820,000 to make the $512,000, which is a
loss.

The question is clear. There is a problem at the
Seven Oaks School Division that was laid out by the
Auditor, that was laid out by the Auditor General.
The question Manitobans want to know is who's
going to be held responsible. Who is going to be held
to account?

Or is it that they are friends of the NDP? They
were donors of the NDP so they get out of any kind
of difficulty with this government. Who's going to be
held accountable?

Mr. Bjornson: Well, Mr. Speaker, during Estimates
process, the member was asking a series of
questions. The member kept talking about two sets of
books. Well, as | explained several times, there's two
sets of financial statements from one set of books for
the purpose of clarity.

Evidently, this caused some confusion and |
must apologize that the member is confused about
this, but the financial statements were prepared for
clarity with respect to the school property and with
respect to the investments that were made in the
subdivision. Clearly, that is an asset worth over
$800,000. The member needs to, perhaps, revisit his
own math here because the Auditor General has said
that money was made from this transaction.

Trans-Canada Highway
Opening Twinned Sections

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, | received word this morning of a head-on
collision on the Trans-Canada Highway near
Hargrave, Manitoba, that claimed the life of a
21-year-old Carman man and left his sister injured.

While motorists wait, the accidents, injuries and
fatalities continue to mount. This death occurred on a
stretch of 11 kilometres of Highway 1 that has been
paved for the last 15 months but never opened by
this NDP minister and his government. Will the
minister open this 11 kilometres of highway today?

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation): Well, Mr. Speaker, it's
regrettable someone had to die in an accident on our
highways and any accident, even one, is far too
many, quite frankly. Safety is a real concern for this
government and it always has been.

It's regrettable that the member opposite wants to
politicize it. They've done this before. When a child
dies in Manitoba, they politicize the issue. A person
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died on our highways and that's truly tragic. We feel
a great deal of sympathy and remorse for the family
and all the loved ones. It's regrettable they have to
raise issues like this and try to make a political issue
out of it.

Mr. Maguire: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to table the
questions that I've put on this issue in the House on
June of '07 and September of '07.

Tragically, this is not the first time I've risen in
this House this year to report on the fatality of this
untwinned section of No. 1 highway that hasn't been
opened. As part of the Trans-Canada Highway
twinning project, there are 11 kilometres of paved
highway that's been finished for 15 months, yet never
been opened by this government. It's just laying
there, Mr. Speaker. Surely, by opening this
completed section, it would help protect the safety of
the motoring public.

If this government continues to dither and to put
lives on the line—what's holding this minister up,
Mr. Speaker? Are they waiting to do a ribbon-cutting
with their comrades from Saskatchewan? Well, they
are too late.

I again ask the Minister of Infrastructure: How
much is a ribbon-cutting worth when lives continue
to be lost? Will the minister of transport open this
twinned, unopened section of No. 1 highway today?

Mr. Lemieux: Again, Mr. Speaker, it is regrettable
someone died on this stretch of highway.

But an accurate point that the member opposite
did make is that, yes, we built it and we did it,
compared to others. The companies that are working
on that highway are continuing to work on it and it's
almost completed, as he mentioned, but the engineers
within the department have made recommendations
to the minister. | know the member opposite would
like to overrule any engineers or any professionals
that would give him advice.

Mr. Speaker, just on another note, that member
opposite is the one where the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. McFadyen), during the election
campaign made mention of yanking all the funds out
of northern Manitoba and putting them to the south,
right in his constituency. It's regrettable that's the
kind of a critic that there is in this House, to
politicize an issue like this—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Lemieux: —and not stand up-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Maguire: Mr. Speaker, he can open it today.
There are many mile-line crossings in place on that
11-kilometre stretch of road where traffic could be
detoured today, stoppages like the one the minister
has had in place at Portage la Prairie for the past
year.

I repeatedly warned this minister and this
government in the House that they could reduce the
risk of accidents and deaths on this 11 kilometres of
paved highway, unopened for the last 15 months.
Where are their priorities? All the money in the
world won't help this young man and his family. It's
been eight years, and in spite of our record-high
transfer payments, the twinning still isn't complete.

Will the minister open this section of highway
today? Why wait another day, Mr. Speaker? It's been
15 months that this road has been sitting unused. It's
been finished. He's been warned many times. It's
nothing to do with engineers. Open it today.

Mr. Lemieux: It has everything to do with the
engineers, Mr. Speaker, everything to do with
engineers. It's engineers that have given
recommendations to this government, to me as the
minister, and | will take their advice. | will certainly
take their advice over that member opposite's any
day.

And, Mr. Speaker, we're the government that has
made this Highway No. 1 a priority in the province
of Manitoba. Not only are we rebuilding it, the
Highway No. 1, and twinning it to Saskatchewan,
we're also doing Highway No. 75, No. 16, No. 6, and
many other highways in the province of Manitoba.
And that's the commitment we've made to the
citizens of Manitoba.

This highway will be safe. It'l1l be a safe
highway, and the stretch of road we're talking about
will be open shortly with the recommendations of the
engineers, not the member opposite making politics
of someone who had to die and has died on this
particular stretch of the highway. Didn't have to die
but regrettably did die on this stretch of road.

And we won't take the advice of the member
opposite.

Antibiotic Prescriptions
Inappropriate Rates

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): A question to
the Minister of Health.
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The Canadian Medical Association Journal of
October 9 highlights the fact that there's a very
significant level of inappropriate prescribing of
antibiotics by physicians. In a study of more than a
hundred thousand incidents in Québec, inappropriate
prescribing rates of from 22 percent to 43 percent
were found. There's no reason to believe Manitoba is
different. The problem may be occurring for a
number of other classes of drugs as well.

So | ask the Minister of Health: Can she provide
to the Legislature today the amount in public dollars
spent each year on drugs which are prescribed
inappropriately? How many millions of dollars of
our health-care dollars is the minister wasting
because drugs are being used inappropriately?

Hon. Theresa Oswald (Minister of Health): I'm a
little surprised at the member opposite's question. |
would think of all members in the House that the
member opposite would be acutely aware that it is
indeed professional doctors, medical-trained doctors,
that do prescribing for patients in Manitoba and
indeed across the world.

While we work together with the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, we work with regional
health authorities and with Manitoba Health to
ensure that all that we can be doing to improve
patient safety is at the fore of all that we're doing
every single day, we know the doctors are the ones
who take the greatest care in the prescribing of
medication, and we rely on doctors to do that.

Mr. Gerrard: Why doesn't the minister have any
standards? She doesn't even have any guidelines in
this respect. 1 mean, this is a situation where the
minister and her government are spending many
millions of dollars on inappropriate medications. At
the same time, many Manitobans are suffering
because they don't have access to the public funding
for treatments which have been demonstrated to
make a major improvement in health care.

For example, Rituxan, for the maintenance
treatment of lymphoma; Awvastin, for colon-rectal
cancer; insulin pumps, for diabetics. Why is the
minister wasting large amounts of public money on
inappropriate mediations while at the same time
limiting public dollars and support for medications
which have demonstrated to make a major difference
and improvement in health care?

Ms. Oswald: The member opposite, in suggesting to
the people in our health-care system that there is no
accountability in place is simply wrong. And again,

it's quite jarring that a physician himself would make
such a statement. Certainly, since coming into
government in 1999, many initiatives have occurred
to ensure that patient safety is at the fore. Many
forms of accountability through Pharmacare are in
place. Many forms of assessment and evaluation are
in place through the College of Physicians and
Surgeons.

The member opposite also well knows that we
rank second in Canada for the funding of cancer
drugs, and he also knows that we are the No. 1
Pharmacare program in Canada according to CIHI.

* (14:10)

Crocus Investment Fund
Winnipeg Goldeyes Investment

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, if
you will, imagine if you were a Crocus shareholder,
someone who's invested a life savings in a Crocus
Investment Fund, in part because of what the
government wanted them to do. Then you watch the
news and you hear of the Winnipeg Goldeyes and the
sweetheart deal that is provided to the Winnipeg
Goldeyes. The question has to be one of frustration
as they try to understand why it is they don't have
any money coming to them, and then they see the
type of sweetheart deal that has been provided. You
have to begin to wonder, what has the Doer
government done to protect the interest of the Crocus
investors?

My question to the government is: Is there any
minister that was aware of the agreement between
the Winnipeg Goldeyes and Crocus Investment?

Hon. Jim Rondeau (Minister of Science,
Technology, Energy and Mines): Mr. Speaker, I'd
like to inform the member that that investment was
made June 2, 1999. The other thing is that we were
not responsible for the due diligence of that
investment. They did their own due diligence.

Northern Healthy Food Initiative
Progress of Program

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Initiatives.

As we salute World Food Day, we recognize that
the cost of nutritious food in remote northern
communities poses serious challenges to people on
fixed incomes. How is the Northern Healthy Foods
Initiative meeting this challenge?
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Hon. Rosann Wowchuk (Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Initiatives): Mr. Speaker, | thank
my colleague the Member for Flin Flon for this
guestion because it is a very important issue for
northerners. Since we've been in office, this
government has been committed to promoting access
to healthy and nutritious food, and we've been doing
that in several ways.

We've been doing that by promoting gardens in
more communities. In fact, the number of gardens in
communities has grown from 18 last year to 27 this
year. Today there's a program being held in
Thompson where we are looking at ways to promote
further food production in the north, whether it is
programs like raising chickens in the north or
greenhouses in the north, freezers in the north, so
people can store these products better and get away
from the high transportation costs and have high
quality food.

Car Immobilizers
Permits for Relocation for Installation

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, last week's Brandon Sun also recorded a
front page story of this NDP government's
mismanagement. A constituent now living in
Boissevain had her car fail a required safety for
licensing and registration after moving here from
Saskatchewan, only because it didn't have an
immobilizer, a prime example of the NDP penalizing
victims rather than the criminals.

Because the Boissevain inspection facility
doesn't install immobilizers, this government's
decision forced her to go to Killarney in an
uninsured, unregistered vehicle to the nearest facility
for installation.

Will the minister announce that permits may be
issued for movement of such vehicles for the
installation of immobilizers in such circumstances?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister of Justice and
Attorney General): Mr. Speaker, in conjunction
with the federal government who made mandatory
immobilizers in all new vehicles that consumers have
to pay for, we put in place a program with MPI for
MPI to pay for the cost of installation of
immobilizers so individuals will have less risk to
their life and property.

We did that, Mr. Speaker-there had been some
movement towards that because | talked to some of
the family members of the woman that was killed at
the corner of McGregor and Cathedral, and drove by

every day and thought, that is something we can do
to maybe prevent another tragic death on our
highways.

Mr. Maguire: Well, Mr. Speaker, obviously the
minister missed the question. I'd like him to listen
very closely.

This person from Boissevain is of limited means
living in Manitoba Housing with her three children,
trying to start anew in Manitoba. Temporary permits
cannot be issued once a vehicle fails an inspection. If
this mother of three had gotten the immobilizer
installed first, her car would have passed the safety,
no problem, but she was unaware of this NDP policy
of penalizing victims rather than the criminal. This is
no way to welcome a new citizen to Manitoba.
Distances and costs of tow trucks are greater in rural
areas, Mr. Speaker.

Will the minister, today, make provisions for
permits for such vehicles to be driven to installation
facilities or is he even aware of this
mismanagement?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, first off, MPI makes
provision for a 90-day period, | believe, with respect
to a condition of a—installation or the conditional
permits that are done.

Secondly, MPI requires immobilizers only in
certain vehicles within the city of Winnipeg or
within a certain radius of the city of Winnipeg.

Thirdly, Mr. Speaker, when we have to do-
[interjection] Members opposite criticize the
immobilizer program, but their own Minister Cannon
in Transport Canada said it was an effective way to
protect the public, Minister Cannon, the federal
minister, when he brought in the mandatory program
that consumers have to pay for. At least in Manitoba,
MPI pays for the program so people can have it
installed, as opposed to the federal program that
forces people to have to pay for it all.

Mr. Maguire: Mr. Speaker, we know, as this person
knows, that there's a 90-day window when you move
into the province that you can get a permit to get
your car safetied. But when it fails the safety, there is
no process to allow you to move it to a facility, and
there are only five in western Manitoba that you can
get immobilizers installed.

So, all I'm asking is: Would the minister provide
a permit for a person who actually goes and does the
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right thing first, and gets their vehicle inspected, to
be able to move it to where they can get the
immobilizer installed. Will he do that?

Mr. Chomiak: If I understand the member correctly,
the member is saying if a vehicle fails a safety, they
should get a permit to be able to drive the failed
safety vehicle to another location. If that's what the
member is saying, | think the member is off-track. If
the member is saying that they should be permitted,
if it's an immobilizer that's the issue—if it's an
immobilizer that's an issue, should they have the
ability to do that? | think that's reasonable.

But, Mr. Speaker, members opposite are mailing
out to all their rural constituents about the
immobilizer program, how bad it is, when they know
auto theft is down in Winnipeg 25 percent. Why are
you not raising that every day? Because we're finally
doing something about it. They know it, and the
public knows it.

Emergency Room Service Closures
Rural Manitoba

Mr. Stuart Briese (Ste. Rose): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Health has repeatedly stated no
emergency room services have been cut in the
province during this government's term in office. For
the second time this summer, notice has been sent
out stating that there will be no acute care and clinic
services at McCreary-Alonso Health Centre from
October 9 to October 25.

When will the Minister of Health put a public
policy in place that will address the periodic closing
of rural acute care and clinic services?

Hon. Theresa Oswald (Minister of Health): I'll
correct the record for the member opposite. | have
said on occasion in response to what | can only call
the irresponsible fearmongering of the Member for
Charleswood (Mrs. Driedger) in speaking about the
Grace Hospital, frightening seniors and families and
saying that it would close, repeatedly. I'm still
waiting for her public apology to the people of west
Winnipeg. But I did say that no emergency rooms in
Winnipeg would close.

In addition, | have also said that we would have
challenges from time to time in rural Manitoba. We
want to ensure that the safety of patients is No. 1 in
rural Manitoba. That's why we're working hard to
bring more doctors to rural Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has expired.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

Mr. Cliff Graydon (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations began World Food Day in 1979 to recognize
basic human rights to access healthy food. Manitoba
is doing its part to fight poverty and hunger, and on
behalf of the Progressive Conservative caucus of
Manitoba, | would like to congratulate all the
community food champions who were celebrating
this morning at the Manitoba Food Charter Golden
Carrot Awards. Each of them is doing their part in a
variety of ways to contribute to Manitoba's
outstanding food production.

We have so many charitable organizations and
dedicated individuals across Manitoba and Canada
who fight hunger today. | would like to recognize
one charity that | have supported and worked with
for many years. Mr. Speaker, this summer the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank marked a great
achievement. It supplied one million tonnes of food
to people around the world who are currently dealing
with hunger. It is enough food to sustain twice the
population of Canada for a month.

The mission of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank is
to end hunger in the world. Its work could not be
accomplished without the support it receives from
public donations of money, grain, time and
commodities. Among the generous donators and
volunteers are Manitobans. In addition, there are 15
faith-based agencies involved in the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank programming, including two new
members that have recently joined this summer. The
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development
and Peace, and Primate's World Relief and
Development Fund of the Anglican Church of
Canada are now assisting this worthy cause.

Over 800 million people still lack sufficient
food. Every contribution increases the number of
individuals who will benefit from the work of this
valuable organization. Seventy-four countries have
received support from the Canadian Foodgrains
Bank since its creation in 1983.

Mr. Speaker, on World Food Day | would like to
congratulate staff, volunteers, donors and partners of
Canadian Foodgrains Bank for all their hard work
and noble effort to the end of hunger facing many
people in the world.

* (14:20)
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Ethan Kendrick

Mr. Gerard Jennissen (Flin Flon): Mr. Speaker,
cadets serve our communities with large hearts and
determined minds.

I wish to recognize one special cadet from both
the city and the constituency of Flin Flon who has
gone the extra mile in his studies, in his unit and in
his community.

Ethan Kendrick was awarded the Hubbell Award
for his outstanding service as a cadet. The Hubbell
Award is open to any cadet in good standing who is
also a full-time student. Apart from the formal
requirements, winners of the Hubbell Award must
show they are both academic achievers and in top
physical shape. Encouraging cadets to be good
citizens is one of the goals of the Hubbell Award.
Skills such as leadership among cadets and
leadership in the wider community are key to
deciding factors in selecting a Hubbell Award
winner.

Ethan is an excellent example of all these
qualities. He has completed the Army Cadet Leader
Instructors course and is qualified as a Gold Star
Cadet. Mr. Speaker, Ethan received a Gold Level in
the Canada Fitness Test while maintaining excellent
grades and sitting on the Hapnot Collegiate School
Council.

The Hubbell Award is not the first award for
Ethan. He was also awarded the Lord Strathcona
Medal and the Legion Medal of Excellence.

I look forward to seeing what type of positive
future this inspiring young man will create for
himself. | understand he is considering a career in
law enforcement. He is an outstanding role model for
other cadets and for youth in every corner of the Flin
Flon constituency.

In Manitoba, Mr. Speaker, cadets come from
every riding and every walk of life; from Aboriginal
peoples, to new Canadians, to youth who descended
from the first European families who called
Manitoba their home. All make up the ranks of the
3,000 cadets in the province. Cadets are making a
positive difference in neighbourhoods right across
Manitoba.

I would ask that all honourable members join me
in congratulating Ethan Kendrick for his exemplary
service to his unit and to his community. Well done,
Ethan.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

2007 Special Olympics World Summer Games

Mr. Cliff Cullen (Turtle Mountain): Mr. Speaker,
the 2007 Special Olympics World Summer Games
were held from October 2nd until the 11th, in
Shanghai, China. Canada brought a strong and united
team of 83 gifted athletes from across the country to
the World Games. Each Team Canada athlete
qualified while at the 2006 Special Olympics
National Summer Games in Brandon, Manitoba.
After that time, they continued to train in their
hometowns in preparation for the World Games.

Mr. Speaker, 2006 marked the first year that
Manitoba hosted the Special Olympics National
Games. Over 1,000 Canadian athletes competed for
83 spots on Canada’s national team. This year Team
Canada sent these athletes to Shanghai to compete
alongside 10,000 athletes, coaches and delegation
members from more than 160 countries around the
world.

Mr.  Speaker, these athletes are truly
extraordinary. In addition to their vigorous physical
programs, they also follow strict nutrition guidelines
to ensure that they are in the best physical shape for
the World Games. The Special Olympics World
Games allowed athletes to showcase their sport
abilities on the international scene. Team Canada
athletes competed in seven events and earned
112 medals over the nine days of competition.
This is an incredible accomplishment for these
exceptional athletes.

The individual commitment to train for the
World Games is truly admirable. These athletes have
a drive and a passion for sport like no other, and they
have contributed to the success of this event time and
time again. Mr. Speaker, | ask the members here
today to congratulate the achievement of our Special
Olympics athletes.

I would also like to recognize the dedication of
the hundreds of volunteer coaches and mission staff
that accompanied the athletes to Shanghai. Without
their commitment and perseverance, the event would
not have been possible.

On behalf of all Manitobans, congratulations to
Manitoba's athletes who did their best to represent
our province so well to the world. Thank you.

College Expansion Initiative

Mr. Drew Caldwell (Brandon East): Mr. Speaker,
as Minister of Education and Training, | was
proud to launch the Doer government's historic
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College Expansion Initiative in 1999-2000. This
unprecedented investment in Manitoba's college
system has seen the development of Red River
College’s historic downtown Princess Street campus
in the Winnipeg Exchange District, the development
of Manitoba's University College of the North, and
most significantly for western Manitoba, the historic
development of Assiniboine Community College at
the former Brandon Mental Health Centre campus on
Brandon's north hill.

Mr. Speaker, the development of ACC at BMHC
will utilize the most outstanding collection of
monumental heritage architecture in our province to
transform Assiniboine Community College into a
world-class campus which will attract generations of
young people to our province for their
post-secondary studies.

On October 5, Mr. Speaker, | was privileged to
join with the Minister of Advanced Education and
Literacy (Ms. McGifford) as well as the president
and chair of Assiniboine Community College in
presiding over the official opening of the Manitoba
Institute of Culinary Arts. Located in the former
BMHC nurses' residence, a designated provincial
heritage site, the Manitoba Institute of Culinary Arts
combines the beauty of an architecturally stunning
building with state-of-the-art technologies that will
help secure ACC's central role in the economic
future of our province.

This enviable educational setting, the first phase
of the ACC-at-BMHC development, includes a
teaching kitchen, wired classrooms, a dining room,
banquet facilities, hospitality suites, faculty offices, a
culinary theatre, a wine cellar, and a tasting suite as
key components. Mr. Speaker, this $6-million,
post-secondary capital project is just one example of
how the Doer government is committed to western
Manitoba and to supporting Manitoba's youth in the
pursuit of world-class educational opportunities.

I am proud that Assiniboine Community College
is centred in my home constituency of Brandon East
and honoured to congratulate all who have worked
so hard to make this historic development a reality.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Maples Constituency Nomination

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, |
stand today because | want to put the Premier
(Mr Doer) on notice that, unfortunately, his inability
or refusal to ask questions of me in regard to The
Maples nomination. What I've done is I've taken the

opportunity to challenge the Premier to come out to
Concordia. I've booked the library. It's the public
library on Monroe. The date is Monday,
November 5. | hope the Premier will join me and his
constituents and try to answer. If he refuses to
answer the questions here, maybe he might be more
inclined to be there, be present, and answer questions
directly from his own constituents.

I am not scared to go into his constituency,
Mr. Speaker, to talk about this issue publicly. 1
wonder if the Premier will accept the challenge.
Now, he might say that he doesn't have the time. He
might be too busy, so | will be indicating on