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The House met at 1:30 p.m.
PRAYERS
Point of Order

Mr. Denis Rocan (Carman):
point of order.

Mr. Speaker, on a

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for Carman,
on a point of order.

Mr. Rocan: Mr. Speaker, | want to take this
opportunity to apologize to the Minister of
Government Services (Mr. Lemieux), and to the
House, for certain remarks that | said in this
Chamber late yesterday afternoon. Albeit these
remarks were not unparliamentary, they were very
unbecoming and uncharacteristic of me. So | would
just like to apologize to the Minister of
Transportation. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by the
honourable Member for Carman, he does not have a
point of order, but that should conclude the matter.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PETITIONS
Riverdale Health Centre

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Minnedosa): Mr. Speaker, |
wish to present the following petition to the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

These are the reasons for the petition:

The Riverdale Health Centre services a
population of approximately 2000, including the
Town of Rivers and the R.M. of Daly, as well as the
Sioux Valley First Nation and the local Hutterite
colonies.

The need for renovation or repair of the
Riverdale Health Centre was identified in 1999 by
the Marquette Regional Health Authority (RHA) and
was the No. 1 priority listed in the RHA's 2002-2003
Operational Plan.

To date, the community has raised over
$460,000 towards the renovation or repair of the
health centre.

On June 1, 2003, the Premier (Mr. Doer) made a
commitment to the community of Rivers that he
would not close or downgrade the services available
at Riverdale Health Centre.

Due to physician shortages, the Riverdale Health
Centre has been closed to acute care and emergency
services for long periods since December 2003,
forcing community members to travel to Brandon or
elsewhere for health care services.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the Premier to consider ensuring that
acute care and emergency services are available to
the residents of Rivers and surrounding areas in their
local hospital and to live up to his promise to not
close the Rivers Hospital.

To request that the Minister of Health (Mr. Sale)
consider developing a long-term solution to the
chronic shortages of front line health care profes-
sionals in rural Manitoba.

This petition has been signed by Margaret
McFadden, Jamie Allen, Loretta Waldon and others.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our Rule 132(6),
when petitions are read they are deemed to be
received by the House.
* (13:35)
Pembina Trails School Division-New High School
Mr. John Loewen (Fort Whyte): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.
These are the reasons for this petition:
Overcrowded schools throughout Whyte Ridge,

Lindenwoods, Linden Ridge and Richmond West
subdivisions are forcing Pembina Trails School
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Division to bus students outside of these areas to
attend classes in the public school system.

Elementary schools in Pembina Trails School
Division have run out of space to accommodate the
growing population of students in the afore-
mentioned areas.

Five-year projections for enrolment in the
elementary schools in these areas indicate significant
continued growth.

Existing high schools that receive students from
Whyte Ridge, Lindenwoods and Linden Ridge are at
capacity and cannot accommodate the growing
number of students that will continue to branch out
of these subdivisions.

Bussing to outlying areas is not a viable long-
term solution to meeting the student population
growth in the southwest portion of Winnipeg.

The development of Waverley West will
increase the need for a high school in the southwest
sector of Winnipeg.

The government is demonstrating a lack of
respect for the students and families in Whyte Ridge,
Lindenwoods, Linden Ridge and Richmond West by
refusing to provide adequate access to education
within the community.

The Fort Whyte constituency is the only
constituency in the province that does not have a
public high school.

NDP constituencies in Winnipeg continue to
receive capital funding for various school projects
while critical overcrowding exists in schools in
Lindenwoods, Whyte Ridge and Richmond West.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the provincial government recognize
the need for a public high school in the southwest
region of Winnipeg.

To request the provincial government, in
conjunction with the Public Schools Finance Board,
to consider adequate funding to establish a high
school in the southwest sector of Winnipeg.

Signed by Catherine Troia, Sheila Mitchell, Jeff
Thomas and many, many others.

Ambulance Service

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

In May 2004, 46-year-old Peter Krahn suffered a
heart attack while exercising in East St. Paul and was
pronounced dead just under an hour later after being
transported to the Concordia Hospital in Winnipeg.
Reports show that it took nearly 18 minutes for an
ambulance to arrive for Mr. Krahn.

The Interlake Regional Health Authority claims
that 21 minutes is an acceptable emergency response
time, whereas the City of Winnipeg uses a bench-
mark of 4 minutes.

Ambulance coverage for East St. Paul is
provided from Selkirk, which is almost 25 kilometres
away.

The municipalities of East St. Paul and West St.
Paul combined have over 12 000 residents.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the provincial government to
consider providing East St. Paul with local ambu-
lance service which would service East and West St.
Paul.

To request the provincial government to
consider improving the way that ambulance service
is supplied to all Manitobans by utilizing tech-
nologies such as GPS in conjunction with the
Medical Transportation  Co-ordination  Centre
(MTCC) which will ensure that patients receive the
nearest ambulance in the least amount of time.

To request the provincial government to
consider ensuring that appropriate funding is
provided to maintain superior response times and
sustainable services.

Signed by Naomi Guse, Ronald Guse, Karley
Guse, Alexa Guse and many, many others.
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Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

The background to this petition is as follows:

Manitoba's provincial auditor has stated that
Manitoba's 2003-2004 budget deficit was the second
highest on record at $604 million.

The provincial government is misleading the
public by saying they had a surplus of $13 million in
the 2003-2004 budget.

The provincial auditor has indicated that the
$13-million surplus the government says it had
cannot be justified.

The provincial auditor has also indicated that the
Province is using its own made up accounting rules
in order to show a surplus instead of using generally
accepted accounting principles.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the provincial government to
consider adopting generally accepted accounting
principles in reporting Manitoba's budgetary
numbers.

Signed by Suren Menta, N. Badiam and S.
Biswas.

* (13:40)
Supported Living Program

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba. These are the reasons for this petition:

The provincial government's Supported Living
Program provides a range of supports to assist adults
with a mental disability to live in the community in
their residential option of choice, including a family
home. There is a lack of group homes available and
this means special needs dependants must remain in
the family home.

The provincial government's Community Living
Division helps support adults living with a mental

disability to live safely in the community in the
residential setting of their choice.

Families with special needs dependants make
lifelong commitments to their care and well-being,
and many families choose to care for these indi-
viduals in their homes as long as circumstances
allow.

The cost to support families who care for their
special needs dependants at home is far less than the
cost of alternate care arrangements such as insti-
tutions or group and foster home situations.

The value of the quality of life experienced by
special-needs dependants raised at home in a loving
family environment is immeasurable.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Family Services
and Housing (Ms. Melnick) consider changes to the
departmental policy that pays family members a
reduced amount of money for room and board when
they care for special-needs dependants at home ver-
sus the amount paid to a non-parental care provider
outside the family home.

To request that the Family Services Minister and
consider examining on a case-by-case basis the merit
of paying family members to care for special-needs
dependants at home versus paying to institutionalize
them.

This is signed by Julia Hiebert, Wilma Dick,
Colleen Martin and many others.

TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Eric Robinson (Minister of Culture,
Heritage and Tourism): Mr. Speaker, | would like
to table a written response to a question raised with
me on March 24.

Hon. Oscar Lathlin (Minister of Aboriginal and
Northern Affairs): Mr. Speaker, | would like to
table the 2005-2006 Supplementary Estimates Infor-
mation for the Department of Aboriginal and
Northern Affairs.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 205-The Legislative Assembly Amendment
Act (Set Date Elections)

Mr. Glen Cummings (Ste. Rose): | move, seconded
by the member from Emerson, that Bill 205, The
Legislative Assembly Amendment Act (Set Date
Elections); Loi modifiant la Loi sur I'Assemblée
Iégislative (tenue d'élections a date fixe), now be
read a first time.

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the honourable
Member for Ste. Rose, seconded by the honourable
Member for Emerson (Mr. Penner), that Bill 205,
The Legislative Assembly Amendment Act (Set Date
Elections), be now read a first time.

Mr. Cummings: This bill is intended to regularize
election dates in this province so that those who
would seek elected office can plan ahead, and so that
elections cannot be called at the whim of the party
that is currently or in the future in government for
political purposes.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, | would like
to draw the attention of all honourable members to
the loge to my right where we have with us the
Honourable David Krutko of the Legislative
Assembly of the Northwest Territories. Mr. Krutko is
the Minister responsible for the Northwest Ter-
ritories Housing Corporation and the Northwest
Territories Power Corporation.

On behalf of all honourable members, | welcome
you here today.

Also in the public gallery we have from Victor
H. L. Wyatt School 32 Grade 9 students under the
direction of Ms. Judith Yarish and Ms. Lindsay
Brown. This school is located in the constituency of
the honourable Minister of Family Services and
Housing (Ms. Melnick).

Also in the public gallery we have from Sisler
High 16 Grade 11 students under the direction of Mr.

Bromley Basford. This school is located in the
constituency of the honourable Member for Burrows
(Mr. Martindale).

On behalf of all honourable members, | welcome
you here today.

* (13:45)
ORAL QUESTIONS

Methamphetamine
Trafficking Penalties

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, we were glad to hear that
after weeks of our party raising concerns and
suggestions about the deadly drug crystal meth, the
Premier has finally awoken to this issue and will be
discussing it at the Western Premiers' Conference.

Mr. Speaker, the Premier has said that he will be
going to the conference looking for a maximum
penalty of life for trafficking in crystal meth.
Unfortunately, once again, both this Premier and this
Minister of Justice (Mr. Mackintosh) have missed
the mark. The maximum penalty can be raised, but
what does it help if no one ever gets the maximum?

Mr. Speaker, will the Premier do the right thing,
and at the Western Premiers' Conference, will he ask
for a strong minimum sentence for trafficking in
crystal meth and other deadly drugs, a strong
minimum? Will he ask for that?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, | believe
the issue of crystal meth was in the Speech from the
Throne a few months ago, and | will try to provide a
copy to the member opposite. | believe that docu-
ment was released to this Chamber in November.
Maybe the member did not read it or did not pay any
attention to it.

Secondly, the Minister of Justice has met with
his counterpart attorney generals in North Dakota,
South Dakota and Minnesota just recently on the
issue of crystal meth. We do know, Mr. Speaker, that
there are three issues here, one is the support for the
police officers. We have provided an additional
RCMP officer as part of our 55 officers to support a
strategy on crystal meth. Secondly, we are looking at
the whole issue of display and issues dealing with
display. We know if you have one jurisdiction that
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has one policy on display, there will be slippage into
another jurisdiction. Thirdly, we are asking for
changes to the Criminal Code. We want this to be
treated comparable to other trafficking such as in
cocaine and heroin.

The issue of minimum, | certainly believe that if
somebody traffics in cocaine or heroin or in crystal
meth, there should be a minimum sentence, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Murray: Mr. Speaker, if the Premier would
focus on the question, 1 know that the maximum
penalty for drinking and driving causing death in
Canada is life. Yet this Premier's Minister of Justice
routinely asks for house arrest sentences in these
offenders. If the minister refuses to apply the
maximum, where then is the deterrence?

Once again, the Premier and the Minister of
Justice are smoke and mirrors on this issue. What is
really needed is a strong minimum sentence for
trafficking of crystal meth and other deadly drugs,
Mr. Speaker. Criminals must know that time, real
time, must be served under this sentence.

I would ask this Premier again will he do the
right thing when he goes to the Western Premiers'
Conference and ask for a strong minimum sentence
for trafficking of crystal meth and other deadly
drugs.

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, the problem right now with
crystal meth is that it is treated in a way that is
different and lower in its consequences than traf-
ficking in cocaine and heroin. We absolutely believe
that the first step is to amend the Criminal Code on
making this trafficking comparable in its con-
sequences to heroin and other similar drugs.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the member opposite
asked the question. | would refer him to page 15 of
the Speech from the Throne that totally undermines
the first preamble to his first question.

*(13:50)
Public Schools Act
Land Development Regulations

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): On a new question, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Leader of the Official
Opposition, on a new question.

Mr. Murray: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As stated in
yesterday's Winnipeg Free Press, quote, "The
Minister of Education said The Public Schools Act
allows school divisions to acquire land for new
schools or school expansion, but not to develop land
for other purposes.” The minister went on to say,
quote, "We are going to review the situation, but
again the policy is very clear,” the Minister of
Education said.

I would like to ask this Premier if he, too, feels
this law is very, very clear that school divisions are
not to develop land for purposes other than new
schools or school expansion.

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Well, Mr. Speaker,
there is an article as well today dealing with this
issue. We recognize that the law is clear on the
purposes of development of land for purposes of the
school division. The minister has, through his Public
Schools Finance Board, sent a letter out to all elected
school divisions to clarify this issue. We are also
following up with the deputy minister on what
happened, why it happened and what are the
financial implications of what happened.

Seven Oaks School Division
Land Acquisition and Development

Mr. Stuart Murray (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to table a
letter of May 26, 2004. This e-mail that | tabled from
May 26, 2004, is from the Premier's Education
Minister and was sent to one Robert Snyder, the
individual who first raised the concerns about this
NDP government's dealings with the Seven Oaks
School Division.

Mr. Speaker, in that letter, and | quote, "The
matter of community development appears to be a
local issue and as such, | would encourage you to
deal directly with the school division and City
councillors who have jurisdiction on community
development issues." That letter was sent from the
Minister of Education.

Clearly, the Premier was made aware of this
issue a year ago, but my question for him is this. If
the law is very clear about what a school division can
or cannot do, and knowing that the Seven Oaks
School Division broke the law, can the Premier
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explain why his minister tried to sweep this issue
under the carpet by telling a concerned Manitoban
that his government does not have jurisdiction and
that the matter should be taken up with City Hall?
Why is that?

Hon. Gary Doer (Premier): Mr. Speaker, as | have
said before, the minister was provided advice by the
Public Schools Finance Board. After that advice was
provided, the minister received—[interjection]

Mr. Speaker: Order. The honourable First Minister
has the floor.

Mr. Doer: In the fall of this year, the minister
received advice from his own department that there
may be difficulty in terms of the legality of what the
elected school division in the Seven Oaks School
Division had conducted with the land issue.

They then went back and clarified for the
minister's attention the law as it applies to the Seven
Oaks School Division. He has subsequently let
everyone know through the Public Schools Finance
Board what the law is in terms of development, so
that has been dealt with in terms of his department.

Mr. Speaker, | would also point out that Dr.
Gerald Farthing is following up on why this
happened, what happened, what authority happened
with the school division and what are the financial
implications. When that report is finished by the
deputy minister, we are more than willing to make
that report public to members of this Chamber and
the public of Manitoba.

Mr. Murray: Well, Mr. Speaker, this Premier
politically appoints members to the Public Schools
Finance Board. This Premier has stated on many
occasions that he is the ethics commissioner for this
government and for this NDP party. As such, can this
Premier explain what action did he take when he was
told that his former disgraced campaign manager and
current superintendent of Seven Oaks School
Division broke provincial law? What action is he
going to take for his minister who clearly is trying to
sweep this issue under the carpet?

He knew a year ago. This Monday, Mr. Speaker,
he said he knew nothing about it. On Tuesday, he
said he knew something about the allegations but

nothing about the development.
misleading Manitobans.

I would ask this self-appointed
commissioner what is he going to do about it.

He is clearly

ethics

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, the superintendent of any
school division works for the elected non-partisan
representatives of the school division. They are com-
pletely independent of this Legislature. If a school
division, for example, decides not to name a school
in Transcona the Terry Fox School, I might not agree
with them. | might think they are wrong. | might
think that the Wayoata School should be named the
Terry Fox School.

*(13:55)
Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. | need to be able to hear the
questions and the answers. | ask for co-operation,
please.

The honourable First Minister, to conclude his
comments.

Mr. Doer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The elected
school division hires and fires the superintendent as |
would imagine is as proper for any school division in
Manitoba.

The issue obviously had different advice from
the spring to the fall. We are going to find out what
happened, why it happened and account for it. The
law is clear in terms of the ability to develop the
land. We will have also an accounting for all the
financial issues that were raised by members
opposite, and we will make that report public.

Seven Oaks School Division
Land Acquisition and Development

Mr. Ron Schuler (Springfield): On May 2, 2004,
the Minister of Education received a letter informing
him about land developments in the Seven Oaks
School Division. The minister in all of his wisdom
sent the issue to his good friends that the NDP
appointed to the Public Schools Finance Board. Ben
Zaidman, chair of the board, who donated $1,500 to
the NDP, and Vice-Chair Glenn Nicholls, who
donated $1,330 to the NDP, really, really good
friends of the NDP, they looked at the allegations of
corruption and amazingly found nothing wrong. Is



May 4, 2005

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

2307

this the best answer the minister could come up
with?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): Well, Mr. Speaker, we
agree that school divisions should not be in the
business of being developers. With regard to that the
guidelines are very clear with the Public Schools
Finance Board on the disposition of property. As a
result of what has transpired in the last year, we have
committed to a 30-day review and we will find out
how this transpired.

Mr. Schuler: After hearing about the allegations
regarding the Seven Oaks School Division, this NDP
Minister of Education sent the allegations to his
friends who he appointed to the Public Schools
Finance Board, which included Mary Annes who
donated $412 to the NDP in 2004 and Howard
Mathieson who has donated a total of $4,150 since
1999 to the NDP. The board collectively has donated
over $7,000 to the NDP and then, surprisingly, this
NDP-friendly board found nothing wrong with the
illegal actions of NDP-friendly Brian O'Leary at the
Seven Oaks School Board.

I will ask the minister once again is this the best
answer that the minister could come up with.

Mr. Bjornson: Mr. Speaker, the Seven Oaks School
Board is an independent body made up of elected
officials, and they are accountable for the actions that
they take. The Public Schools Finance Board is an
arm's-length body of the government, and they are
responsible to ensure that school divisions act in
accordance with the regulations of The Public
Schools Act. | do not interfere with their deli-
berations.

It is clear that the procedure did not work in this
case, and, as | have said, we are committed to a
review and we will have all the questions answered
in 30 days.

Mr. Schuler: On May 2, 2004, the Minister of
Education heard about allegations and sent them to
his friends at the Public Schools Finance Board, or as
it is known, the $7,000 club. The board questioned
the superintendent of the Seven Oaks School
Division, the disgraced NDP campaign manager,
Brian O'Leary, who himself has donated $5,047 to
the NDP. They asked if there were any illegal
developments taking place at the Seven Oaks School
Division and the answer is of course not. So, Mr.

Speaker, the cost to be chair of Public Schools
Finance Board, $1,500; the cost of vice-chair,
$1,330; the price of a whitewash report, priceless.

How could this NDP minister have accepted this
kind of nonsense?

* (14:00)

Mr. Bjornson: Mr. Speaker, what is priceless is the
member from Springfield and his allegations. It is
regrettable that the member is making such bound-
less accusations. The Public Schools Finance Board
as an independent arm's-length body has done an
incredible job for this government. In fact, they have
been twice as busy since we have been in office
because we fund capital projects, 333 million over
five years, which is 161 million over the previous
years.

It is regrettable that the members opposite are
making such accusations. We are going to address
this process, as | said, a 30-day period within which
we will get to the bottom of this issue, Mr. Speaker.

Seven Oaks School Division
Land Acquisition and Development

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Russell): Mr. Speaker, the
allegations regarding Seven Oaks School Division
came to light more than a year ago, or almost a year
ago. At that time, the minister knew that the law was
broken. On Monday when he was asked about it he
said that he knew nothing about it, but when the
letter surfaced and the information surfaced, he had
to retract and say he did know something about it.

Mr. Speaker, seeing that he knew about this a
year ago, | want to ask the minister why he did not
act on those allegations when they were brought to
his attention a year ago.

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): Mr. Speaker, on Monday |
was asked a very specific question about whether |
knew about the development at Swinford Park. Fact.
I answered that question honestly that | had never
been made aware that Seven Oaks School Division
was acting as a developer. Fact.

Mr. Speaker, the allegations were brought to my
attention and | forwarded those allegations to the
Public Schools Finance Board. Fact. Members
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opposite once again have brought forward unfounded
allegations.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The honourable Member for
Russell has the floor. He is up on a supplementary
question and he has the right to be heard.

Mr. Derkach: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, | am
kind of shocked at the minister's statement about an
unfounded allegation. The Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Murray) just tabled a letter that was signed by
the Minister of Education. This is a matter in which
any minister would want to question the chair of the
Public Schools Finance Board. | want to ask the
minister whether or not he discussed this issue once
the allegation came to light with the then-chair of the
Public Schools Finance Board, Mr. Zaidman, in their
regular meetings that they have throughout the year.

Mr. Bjornson: Mr. Speaker, | had never been made
aware that Seven Oaks School Division was acting in
the capacity of developer until Monday.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Speaker, the minister did not
answer the question. | asked him about his dis-
cussions with the then-chair of the Public Schools
Finance Board, Mr. Zaidman.

Mr. Speaker, can | ask the minister how it is that
he would sign a letter that specifically refers to the
issue when he states in the House today that he was
not aware of the allegations and the land develop-
ment issue?

Mr. Bjornson: Mr. Speaker, as | have said, and |
have said repeatedly, | was aware of the allegations.
As a result of those allegations, | forwarded the
allegations to the Public Schools Finance Board. As
a result of this process as well, we are committed to a
30-day review to get to the bottom of this issue.
That is our commitment and we are going to resolve
this issue.

Seven Oaks School Division
Land Acquisition and Development

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, only an incompetent minister would allow a
year to go by without following up on allegations
like that.

Brian O'Leary, the NDP campaign manager and
the superintendent of the Seven Oaks School
Division told the media on Monday that all of the
residential land they owned and developed in an
illegal land scheme had been sold off to builders. |
trust that the Minister of Education would have
asked for confirmation of that.

I would like to ask the minister now has the
Seven Oaks School Division sold off all of the
residential land.

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): Mr. Speaker, as | said
many times now, we are committed to a 30-day
review of this process and all those questions will be
answered as a result of that process. We have
contacted the Public Schools Finance Board. We
have contacted Seven Oaks School Division, and
they have agreed to provide all information neces-
sary to get to the bottom of this issue. We will do so
in 30 days.

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, | would think a
question like that should have been the first thing the
minister should have been asking the Seven Oaks
School Division.

Mr. Speaker, The Public Schools Act is very
clear. School divisions have no authority to buy and
develop residential property. This is illegal.
However, we did a random check of properties
yesterday, and the Seven Oaks School Division still
owns four properties we are aware of.

On Monday, Mr. O'Leary says they have sold off
all of their residential property to builders, and
yesterday we find out, out of just a random check of
four, they still own four properties. So where is the
truth in this?

Mr. Bjornson: Well, Mr. Speaker, as | said, the
truth will be determined in the course of 30 days
when we have an opportunity to explore—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. I just want to remind members
that supplementary questions are formed to seek
further information on the initial question. The
honourable member will have to be able to hear the
answer in order to form her supplementary question,
so | ask the co-operation of all honourable members.
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The honourable Member for Charleswood.
[interjection] Oh, the honourable Minister of
Education had not concluded.

Mr. Bjornson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As | said
when | brought the correspondence forward to the
Public Schools Finance Board, | was never informed
by the Public Schools Finance Board that the
disposition of this property was any different than
the disposition of property previously. | was never
informed of that. We are engaged in a process, as |
promised to do, that will involve 30 days of review.
Once that review is completed all the very specific
questions will be answered.

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, on Monday, Mr.
O'Leary also said that getting into the land
development business was, and he called it, a
reluctant move on their part. Yet they have recently
asked for rezoning of a park in the Swinford Park
Development to residential property so that they
could develop a cul-de-sac of 20 more properties.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, tens of thousands of dollars
appear to already have been spent by the Seven Oaks
School Division on developing this property. That is
taxpayers' money that was meant for educating our
children. This is illegal. The Minister of Education
knew this was going on a year ago.

Why is he allowing this illegal activity to
continue and this abuse of taxpayers' dollars to
continue right now, today?

Mr. Bjornson: As | said, Mr. Speaker, unfounded
allegations from members opposite, unfounded
allegations. | was asked a very specific question
about my knowledge of the development at Swinford
Park on Monday. | responded honestly to that
question. | brought forward allegations to the Public
Schools Finance Board. Those are the facts. Also, |
have sent a letter to all school boards with respect to
what is the appropriate process with respect to
disposition of property.

* (14:10)

Seven Oaks School Division
Land Acquisition and Development

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): Mr.
Speaker, special treatment and political payback to
the Premier's (Mr. Doer) backroom boys goes all the

way back to 2002 when, behind closed doors, this
NDP government redrew the boundaries for school
divisions and Seven Oaks School Division was left
untouched while other divisions were forced to
amalgamate.

Mr. Speaker, again we see special favouritism,
special treatment for this NDP government's political
friends. Why did this minister not act a year ago
when he knew instead of covering up for his political
friends when they broke the law and he knew about
it and did nothing?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): Mr. Speaker, while we are
talking about land development, we do have a list of
donations from the political friends of members
opposite, who bought land from Seven Oaks School
Division. The donations to the Tory party: $2,500
from Kinder Homes, we have Novamet Development
Corporation, $375, $150, $200, $675, $541.50,
262.50-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order.
Point of Order

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Official Opposition
House Leader, on a point of order.

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Official Opposition House
Leader): Yes, Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
Indeed, all of that information is public and can be
obtained very easily. The member from River East
has asked a very serious question. This has to do
with political patronage and cover-up. The least the
minister could do would try to be forthright in
answering the question that was posed by the
member from River East.

Mr. Speaker: Order. On the point of order raised,
the honourable member does not have a point of
order. The question was on education and what |
heard the honourable minister responding was on
education.

I would like to read a rule for honourable
members and the rule is Beauchesne's 416, "A
Minister may decline to answer a question without
stating the reasons for refusing, and insistence on an
answer is out of order." That is in Beauchesne's, in
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the rules that we follow, and the question that was
raised was on education. The honourable minister
was making reference to education, and, to my
satisfaction, the question was on education.

The reference was to education and | accept the
answer that was given by the honourable minister,
and a member cannot insist upon an answer.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Speaker, | am afraid your ruling
leaves me with no choice but to challenge it.

Mr. Speaker: The ruling of the Chair has been
challenged.

Voice Vote
Mr. Speaker: Order. The ruling of the Chair has
been challenged. All those in favour of sustaining the
ruling of the Chair, say yea.

Some Honourable Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed to the ruling of the
Chair, say nay.

Some Honourable Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion, the Yeas have it.
Formal Vote

An Honourable Member: Yeas and Nays.

Mr. Speaker: A recorded vote having been
requested, call in the members.

Order. The question before the House is shall the
ruling of the Chair be sustained.

Division

A RECORDED VOTE was taken, the result being as
follows:

Yeas

Aglugub, Allan, Altemeyer, Ashton, Bjornson, Brick,

Caldwell, Chomiak, Dewar, Doer, Irvin-Ross,
Jennissen, Jha, Korzeniowski, Lathlin, Lemieux,
Mackintosh, Maloway, Martindale, McGifford,

Melnick, Nevakshonoff, Oswald, Reid, Robinson,
Rondeau, Sale, Santos, Schellenberg, Selinger,
Smith, Struthers, Swan, Wowchuk.

Nays

Cullen, Cummings, Derkach, Driedger, Dyck,
Eichler, Faurschou, Gerrard, Goertzen, Hawranik,
Lamoureux, Loewen, Maguire, Mitchelson, Murray,
Penner, Reimer, Rowat, Schuler, Stefanson.

Madam Clerk (Patricia Chaychuk): Yeas 34, Nays
20.

Mr. Speaker: The ruling of the Chair has been
sustained.

* * %

Mr. Speaker: We will go back to Question Period.
The honourable Minister of Education had the floor,
and we are on Question 6.

* (14:20)

Mr. Bjornson: As | was saying, Mr. Speaker, in the
process of disposing of these properties the Seven
Oaks School Division had sold, there are several
organizations that have made donations to the
Conservative Party: 1988, Qualico Developments
$12,062.50, Qualico Construction $200, Qualico
Developments  $2,550, Qualico Developments
$1,000, Qualico Developments $7,010.

Mr. Speaker, these organizations were all
involved in the purchase of land that was disposed of
by the Seven Oaks School Division.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The honourable Member for
River East has the floor.

Mrs. Mitchelson: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker.
Last time | looked they did not break the law. This
minister knowingly condoned Seven Oaks School
Division breaking the law.

Special treatment and political payback to the
Premier's backroom boys in Seven Oaks School
Division saw the minister announce a high school in
Seven Oaks School Division when they did not even
ask for one. Again, we see favouritism, special
treatment for the political friends of this Premier and
this NDP government. Can the minister stand in this
House today and say with a straight face that there
was no cover-up based on his political association
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and his political friends at Seven Oaks School
Division? Why did he cover up for them when they
broke the law?

Mr. Bjornson: As | said, we are going to be
engaged in a 30-day process to get to the bottom of
this situation. With respect to the question about the
West Kildonan collegiate, Mr. Speaker, they did
have in their capital plan a request for a new school.
That is a fact. There was a request for a new school.
When the Public Schools Finance Board suggested to
Seven Oaks School Division that they renovate, the
costs of renovation exceeded 50 percent of new
construction. Therefore, the request was reviewed as
is policy, as is practice, and it was determined that it
would be wiser to build a new school.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the suggestion about
patronage is absolutely ridiculous. | mean, | was in
Winkler on Monday turning sod for a new school in
Winkler. The first school where | cut a ribbon was in
Steinbach. We built two schools in the constituency
of the member of Lac du Bonnet. There has been a
major capital project in River East. | cannot believe
we have such unfounded allegations by members
opposite. The Public Schools Finance Board is doing
a great job.

Mrs. Mitchelson: What is happening at Seven Oaks
School Division speaks for itself. Brian O'Leary, the
disgraced campaign manager, the Premier's back-
room boy; Glenn Nicholls, former superintendent of
Seven Oaks School Division, politically appointed to
the Public Schools Finance Board; Ben Zaidman,
former school trustee in Seven Oaks School Divi-
sion, politically appointed by this New Democratic
government, another one of the Premier's backroom
boys.

How can this minister stand up and say that it
will take 30 days to investigate himself? Why does
he not stand up today and give the truth? Are we
going to have 30 different answers in 30 days, Mr.
Speaker?

Mr. Bjornson: Once again, the member should
know that a school board is an independent organi-
zation with locally elected officials. The Public
Schools Finance Board, Mr. Speaker, is an arm's-
length organization of government. If the process
failed, we will find out how that occurred. That is
our commitment. We will engage in a 30-day process
to get all the questions answered, and we will bring

those answers forward on or before June 2 of this
year.

Victoria General Hospital
Women's Health Centre of Excellence

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
the Minister of Health reneged on a promise made by
his government, and he closed the maternity ward at
the Victoria General Hospital. The minister then
promised to turn the ward, which had been refur-
bished at great cost in the early 1990s, into a centre
of excellence for women's health. Now the nurses on
this ward have been receiving deletion notices.

Where is the compassion and sensitivity of this
government? How is the Victoria General Hospital
going to operate a women's health centre of
excellence with the nurses deleted? Will the minister
tell us today how many deletion notices have been
sent out, and can he explain how he is going to run a
centre of excellence on women's health with these
nurses deleted?

Hon. Tim Sale (Minister of Health): Well, Mr.
Speaker, when we receive medical advice on the
basis of physicians' advice to us who are the medical
committee of a hospital and that advice is then
further supported by the medical committee of the
WRHA, | think we are bound to accept that advice. |
do not think the Legislature should ever place itself
above the advice of physicians or nurses in regard to
medical care. That is what we did.

Mr. Speaker, in terms of the specific question,
the number of equivalent full-time positions at the
Victoria Hospital affected by this change is 23. There
are currently vacancies in our system which far
exceeds this. There are about 35 full-time vacancies
in our system, including some at Victoria Hospital
itself. Nurses will be found positions if they wish
them.

Health Care System
Obstetrics Services

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
women who may have chosen to have their babies at
Victoria General Hospital now cannot because of a
broken NDP promise. Now, because of that ward
closure, women arriving at St. Boniface Hospital to
have labour induced are being forced to take a
number and wait in line to give birth. This is a direct
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result of the shortages induced by the NDP when it
closed the maternity ward at the Victoria General,
something the government promised it would not do.

When will this Minister of Health, who claims to
have no knowledge of the check-out line birthing
situation at St. Boniface, do something to assure
expectant mothers that they will not be subjected to
this kind of treatment?

Hon. Tim Sale (Minister of Health): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday in the House, the member raised alle-
gations in regard to concerns, and | offered to take
those allegations when he would provide infor-
mation. He has provided no information of any kind
to my office.

Mr. Speaker, the member is also a physician. He
took an oath, a Hippocratic oath-lI hope it was
Hippocratic and not hypocritic-to do no harm. |
charge him to do no harm to the women of Manitoba
by increasing their anxiety without information to the
contrary.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order.
Point of Order

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for Inkster,
on a point of order.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Yes, Mr.
Speaker, | do not believe it is appropriate for the
Minister of Health to take a shot of that nature. When
you take a look in terms of the level of expertise, the
quality of education, the work that Doctor Gerrard
has done for children in this province, to imply in a
negative way on his profession | think is an insult
that is not acceptable inside this Chamber. If the
Minister of Health had any integrity himself, he
should apologize for those remarks.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Minister of Health, on
the same point of order.

Mr. Sale: Mr. Speaker, if |1 have offended the
honourable member, then | withdraw the remarks.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Member for River
Heights, on the same point of order.

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): Yes, on the
same point of order we are at, Mr. Speaker, it is the

height of arrogance of this Minister of Health to
stand in his place and make those kinds of comments
about a professional who has been a cancer spe-
cialist, a researcher. I think it is absolutely uncons-
cionable for that kind of behaviour from a Minister
of Health.

The member was asking a question to get some
answers for caregivers within the health care system
that are going to be fired as a result of this minister's
actions, Mr. Speaker. He was seeking some clari-
fication and asked a very legitimate question. His
answer was inappropriate. It was arrogant, and it was
unbecoming of the office of the Minister of Health.
He should stand up and unequivocally apologize.

Mr. Speaker: Order. The honourable Government
House Leader, on the same point of order.

* (14:30)

Hon. Gord Mackintosh (Government House
Leader): Well, Mr. Speaker, | think the last
interjection was unfortunate. The minister got up and
made an apology to the House. That should end the
matter.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Official Opposition
House Leader, on the same point of order.

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Official Opposition House
Leader): Well, Mr. Speaker, if the Minister of
Health's intention was to apologize to this House, he
just said from his seat, "I did." If that is his intention,
I ask him to stand in his place then, or you should,
and make that apology clear to all members in this
House.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable Minister of Health, on
the same point of order.

Mr. Sale: | believe | was clear, but for the record,
Mr. Speaker, | apologize unequivocally.

Mr. Speaker: And that should take care of the
matter.

On the point of order raised by the honourable
Member for Inkster, that should take care of the
matter.

* * %
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Mr. Speaker: The honourable Minister of Health,
you have 20 seconds remaining.

Mr. Sale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As | said, |
offered the member yesterday the opportunity to
meet with me and to provide information to be
specific about the concerns that he has raised. In my
inquiries today in regard to capacity at St. Boniface
Hospital, | have been told there is not a capacity
problem. All people are being seen appropriately,
and in the absence of specific information to the
contrary, | think the member should not be raising
public anxiety on this issue.

Mr. Gerrard: The Minister of Health yesterday and
today has asked for specific information and to name
names. Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Health clearly
asked for specific information. The fact of the matter
is that due to the ancient rules in this province in
terms of openness and transparency and the lack of
whistle-blower legislation when it comes to health
care workers and health care staff and people who
work in hospitals, it is not possible for many of them
to come forward because they are concerned for their
positions. They are concerned they will be
mistreated.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Minister of Health when
he and his government will bring in whistle-blower
legislation that will fully cover all health care
workers so we can have openness.

Mr. Sale: Well, Mr. Speaker, the member is wrong,
wrong, wrong. The Protection for Persons in Care
Act absolutely, clearly protects somebody from
bringing forward information that has to do with the
care and security of a patient. He is absolutely wrong
in that regard.

Secondly, every member of the opposition and
this side of the House knows that when there is a
specific problem with a specific person, we protect
that information, we examine the information, and
we find out what the problem is, and whatever it is,
we solve it. We do that between members all the
time.

School Psychologists
Training Program Funding

Ms. Kerri Irvin-Ross (Fort Garry): | understand
that a new program designed to train school
psychologists was recently announced. Would the

Minister of Advanced Education and Training please
describe for us the announcement?

Hon. Diane McGifford (Minister of Advanced
Education and Training): Mr. Speaker, last week |
was very delighted to announce half a million dollars
in funding for a school psychologist program to be
run at the University of Manitoba beginning in
September '05. About 10 students can enrol in this
program and graduate from the program after they
have completed their studies. It is a co-operative
effort between education and between psychology. It
has been endorsed by the Child Guidance Clinic and
by the association of Manitoba school psychologists.

Clearly, this is very good news for our province.
Psychologists are extremely important in identifying
potential problems, providing ideas as to treatment
and prevention and especially in consultation with
parents and teachers. | think the benefits for our
schools, community and for our children are quite
obvious. | am very pleased with the program.

Seven Oaks School Division
Land Acquisition and Development

Mr. Leonard Derkach (Russell): Mr. Speaker, a
letter was sent to the Minister of Education on May
2, 2004. In that letter, the writer says very clearly, "I
ask this because |1 am concerned that the Seven Oaks
School Division is active as a developer through
Lombard North Group consultants of a community
called Swinford Development."

Now, Mr. Speaker, the minister also responded
to that in a letter on May 26, when he said, "The
matter of community development appears to be a
local issue, and as such, | would encourage you to
deal directly with the school division on this issue."
It appears there were two letters written on that same
day.

How can the minister stand in his place in this
House on Monday and today and say he did not
know anything about a land development and resi-
dential development when it was referenced in a
letter sent to him on May 2, 2004, to which he
responded?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Education,
Citizenship and Youth): Well, Mr. Speaker, as |
said repeatedly, once the allegations were brought
forward, | forwarded those allegations to the Public
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Schools Finance Board. That is what has taken place,
and the Public Schools Finance Board did not advise
that this is contrary to any other disposition of
property that had taken place in the past. That is what
the Public Schools Finance Board has said.

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has expired.
Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Order. | would like to draw the
attention of all honourable members to the public
gallery where we have with us today Major Marc
George, C.D., and his wife, Caryl George. These
visitors are the guests of the honourable Member for
Brandon East (Mr. Caldwell).

On behalf of all honourable members, | welcome
you here today.

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Brandon Wheat Kings

Mr. Larry Maguire (Arthur-Virden): Mr.
Speaker, it is with great pleasure that | rise in the
House today to congratulate the Brandon Wheat
Kings. Last night in Brandon the Wheat Kings
defeated the Prince Albert Raiders in game seven of
the series to win the Eastern Conference final. A
crowd of almost 59 000, the third-largest crowd in
the team’s history, was in attendance and was not
disappointed as the Wheat Kings outscored the
Raiders with a final score of 5 to 1, which is the
same score that they used to defeat the Raiders seven
years ago, the last time the Wheat Kings went to the
WHL final.

With the Wheat King's goalie Tyler Plante
making a total of 30 saves, and players Lance
Monych, Jeff Topilko and Jakub Sindel scoring the
five Brandon goals, the team kept the crowd on its
feet and cheering. The Wheat Kings have definitely
made us all very proud.

I would like to recognize the area’s residents for
their outstanding support of the local hockey team.
With Kelly McCrimmon as coach and general
manager of the Brandon Wheat Kings, he truly
inspires a great deal of spirit and pride in Wesman
and in all of Manitoba.

The Wheat Kings will now advance to the
Western Hockey League final, and, for the first time

since 1998, will be competing to go to the Memorial
Cup. Once again, | would like to congratulate the
Wheat Kings on their play-off success. | wish them
the best as they begin the finals this Friday and
Saturday night in Kelowna. By the way folks, get
your tickets early for game three in Brandon on
Tuesday night, May 10.

Royal Canadian Horse Artillery

Mr. Drew Caldwell (Brandon East): Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in the Manitoba Legislature to bring
attention to and to applaud the Royal Canadian
Horse Artillery who are celebrating their 100th
anniversary this year. The Royal Canadian Horse
Artillery originated in A and B Batteries in Kingston
and Québec respectively in 1871.

* (14:40)

In 1805, A and B Batteries along with C Battery,
then stationed in Kingston were redesignated the
Royal Canadian Horse Artillery. After the First
World War, C Battery relocated from Kingston to
Winnipeg and was stationed at the Fort Osborne
Barracks from 1919 to 1939. This was the beginning
of a lengthy association between the RCHA and
Manitoba that continues to this day. At least one unit
of the RCHA has been stationed in Manitoba
continuously since 1946. For 79 of its 100 years,
Royal Canadian Horse Artillery gunners have called
Winnipeg and Shilo home.

Mr. Speaker, although Manitobans may take
particular pride in the local history of the RCHA, we
must also recognize the role they have played on the
international stage. RCHA units have participated in
the most pivotal events of the 20th and 21st
centuries. During both World Wars and the Cold
War era, they fought courageously in the struggle for
democracy and freedom. Today, they continue to risk
their liv