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DISCHARGE OF WATER FROM CONTAMINATED AND IMPACTED SITES 

     

 
1.0 Introduction 

Remediation projects for contaminated or impacted sites may involve the discharge of 
water from the site. The discharges may be to either a drainage system or directly to 
surface water bodies. The intent of this Information Bulletin is to provide guidance for 
the protection of human and environmental health regarding acceptable water quality for 
discharge from a contaminated or impacted site. 
 
2.0 Background 
 
The Manitoba Water Quality Standards, Objectives, and Guidelines (MWQSOG) 
presents the general policy for protection of water quality in Manitoba. The MWQSOG 
was developed by incorporating guidelines from the Canadian Council of Ministers of 
the Environment’s (CCME) Canadian Environmental Quality Guidelines as well as 
Health Canada’s Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality and Guidelines for 
Canadian Recreational Water Quality. 
 
The Guidelines in the MWQSOG describe the desirable water quality for different uses. 
Water to be used for potable purposes is expected to meet Health Canada’s Guidelines 
for Canadian Drinking Water Quality. Similarly, water to be used for recreational 
purposes must meet Health Canada’s Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water 
Quality. Water that supports aquatic life or is used for agriculture must meet the 
appropriate guideline in the CCME Canadian Environmental Quality Guidelines. 
 
In addition to the requirements of the MWQSOG, discharge from a site may be subject 
to municipal bylaws and guidelines. It is the responsibility of the proponent to ensure 
compliance with such bylaws. 
 
3.0 Procedure 
 
Discharge of water from a contaminated or impacted site during remediation shall be 
considered part of the Remediation Plan (RP) for the site. If not included in the initial RP 
for a contaminated or impacted site, plans to discharge water from the site must be 
presented as an addendum to the RP and may not proceed without permission from 
Manitoba Sustainable Development.   
 
Plans for water discharge, whether part of an RP or a separate document must include 
the following information: 
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 Characterization of the discharge water showing the concentrations of 
contaminants of concern that may be in the discharge water. 
 

 Characterization of the receiving water body and a description of the receptors 
associated with that water body (aquatic life, irrigation, drinking water, 
recreation). If the discharge is to a ditch, include a description of where the ditch 
drains to and whether or not the ditch is typically wet or dry. 
 

 Any mitigation measures, such as water treatment, which may be necessary to 
reduce the concentrations of contaminants of concern in the discharge. 
 

 A risk analysis of the proposed discharge based upon the quality of the discharge 
and the receptors associated with the receiving water body. If the discharge is to 
a ditch that the proponent contends is typically dry and that the water will not 
reach a permanent water body, the environmental professional must show 
evidence to support that contention. 

 
4.0  For More Information  
 

For more information, please contact:  
 
Warren Rospad, B.Sc. 
Contaminated Sites Program Specialist  
1007 Century Street 
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0W4 
Phone: (204) 330-2685  
Fax: (204) 948-2338 
Email: warren.rospad@gov.mb.ca 

Raymond Reichelt, P. Geo. 
Contaminated Sites Coordinator  
1007 Century Street   
Winnipeg, MB  R3H 0W4 
Phone: (204) 795-9519    
Fax: (204) 948-2338 
Email: raymond.reichelt@gov.mb.ca 
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