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History of Protected 
Areas in Manitoba
Appendix B

In the early 1900s the fi rst refuges 

were established in Manitoba to protect 

wildlife. Over time, the focus of 

conservation, preservation and protection 

efforts has shifted from “single species” 

to “wildlife habitat” and, most recently, to 

“landscape protection.” In 1930, Riding 

Mountain National Park became the fi rst 

area set aside in Manitoba that still 

exists and meets the current defi nition of 

“protected,” (areas free of industrial and 

intensive development). It was not until 

1976, however, when Reindeer Island 

became the fi rst ecological reserve, that 

Manitoba began creating provincially 

designated lands that also meet current 

protection criteria.

At the outset of the World Wildlife Fund 

Canada’s Endangered Spaces Campaign 

in 1990, less than 1 percent of the 

province’s surface area met the Cam-

paign’s protection standards - areas closed 

to logging, mining, petroleum, and 

hydroelectric development. Only Riding 

Mountain National Park and 12 ecologi-

cal reserves, most of which are relatively 

small sites, met these requirements. 

In 1993, a large part of Cape Churchill 

Wildlife Management Area was legally 

protected, becoming the fi rst new 

category of provincial lands protected.

Thus began the process of signifi cantly 

expanding the network of protected areas.  

The provincial park system was reviewed, 

and about 82 percent of its total land base 

was found to be designated as protected 

lands. Similarly, all or part of 32 Wild-

life Management Areas were evaluated 

and legally protected, and approximately 

24 other Wildlife Management Areas are 

still under evaluation. Four new ecolog-

ical reserves have also been designated 

since 1990. In 1996, Manitoba, with the 

agreement of involved First Nations and 

the Town of Churchill, transferred to 

Canada the protected portion of Cape 

Churchill Wildlife Management Area to 

establish Wapusk National Park near 

Churchill. Late in 1998, 8,400 hectares 

were protected in the Douglas Marsh 

located within Canadian Forces Base 

Shilo in southwestern Manitoba. This was  

one of the fi rst times the Department of 

National Defence has participated in a 

provincial protected area initiative. This 

was also the fi rst time the provincial 

Forest Act was used to create a protected 

area in a provincial forest. In 1999, two 

new park reserves with nearly 900,000 

hectares of protected land were created at 

Chitek Lake and Poplar/Nanowin Rivers.  

Early in 2000, three new park reserves 

were created at Hudwin Lake, Fisher 

Bay and Birch Island and 21 additional 

wildlife management areas/units were 

protected. As a result, by mid 2000, 8.5 

percent of the province was designated as 

protected, as shown on the map of 

Manitoba’s network of protected areas. 

Numerous other sites are actively being 

evaluated for protection in the future.

Since 1990, Manitoba’s protected areas 

policy and legislative framework have 

continued to evolve. In 1992, the Natural 

Lands and Special Places Policy 

initiative laid the foundation for future 

work on protected areas. That same year, 

Manitoba provided a lead role as the 

chair of the Federal-Provincial Parks 

Council of Ministers that assisted in the 

development of the Statement of Commit-

ment to Complete Canada’s Networks of 

Protected Areas. A new Provincial Parks 

Act was passed in 1993 and implemented 

fully in 1997, allowing provincial parks 

to contribute to the network of protected 

areas for the fi rst time. The fi rst Action 

Plan for a Network of Protected Areas 

was released in 1993, and a second edition 

was issued in 1997. A new Conservation 

Agreements Act was passed in 1997, 

and came into force in summer 1998. 

This Act allows interested private land 

owners to voluntarily apply long term and 

binding protection to land they own, 

thereby allowing these lands to contribute 

to the network of Manitoba’s protected 

areas. The fi rst conservation agreement 

was signed in May 1999. In March 

1998, a Memorandum of Understanding 

was signed with First Nations to under-

take a co-operative consultation process 

on the identifi cation, establishment and 

management of new protected areas. 

This Memorandum of Understanding was 

extended in March, 2000 for three years 

to 2003. 


