
An Action Plan for Manitoba’s Network of Protected Areas

Introduction
Manitoba’s Protected Areas Initiative is 

a program of the provincial government.  

All government departments with roles 

and responsibilities concerning land and 

resource use or allocation are committed 

to ensuring Manitoba’s network of pro-

tected areas is completed. Protected areas 

encompass land, freshwater, and marine 

sites where industrial resource extraction, 

as defi ned in regulation, is prohibited.  

Today, Manitoba’s network of protected 

areas is made up of a collection of 

different land designations including 

federal and provincial parks, ecological 

reserves, wildlife management areas and 

provincial forests. Private lands can also 

be part of Manitoba’s network of 

protected areas. Much work remains to 

be done for Manitoba to reach its goal 

of adequately representing and protecting 

its natural regions from logging, mining, 

hydroelectric development, oil and gas 

exploration and development and other 

activities that signifi cantly and adversely 

affect habitat. The insert shows the exist-

ing protected areas in Manitoba. 

This report consists of three parts. The 

fi rst part, “Statement of Intent,” describes 

the overall goals and principles by which 

the network of protected areas will 

be assembled. The second part is the 

“Strategic Plan.” It lists initiatives that 

will guide our efforts to create new 

protected areas over the next three years.  

Four “Appendices” make up the third part 

of the report. They describe (a) the tech-

nical approach used to identify protected 

areas; (b) the history of protected areas 

in Manitoba; (c) how we will work with 

First Nations; and (d) the extent to which 

the initial objectives for 1996 through 

1999 were met.

Statement of Intent
Manitoba intends to assemble a network 

of protected areas that conserves 

ecosystems and maintains the biodiver-

sity found within the province. To do so, 

Manitoba will:

a) Apply ecological criteria in selecting 

and designating new protected areas.  

These areas will be designed using 

science-based criteria derived from the 

principles of ecological representation 

and integrity. These areas will comple-

ment other conservation, endangered 

species and habitat programs (see 

Appendix A).

b) Develop a Strategic Plan to guide 

the completion of a network of 

protected areas. The Strategic Plan 

that follows describes the methods 

to be used to assemble a network 

of protected areas, along with 

anticipated time lines and the 

protection measures to secure the 

protected areas.

c) Complete the network of protected 

areas while allowing reasonable time 

to consult, build support and involve 

Manitobans in the identifi cation and 

protection of Manitoba’s biodiversity.
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d) Develop, as required, co-operative 

agreements with individuals, corpora-

tions and other levels of government 

to create management areas and 

corridors that represent portions of all 

of the enduring features in each of 

Manitoba’s natural regions.

e) Maintain the ecological integrity of 

existing protected areas including sites 

that contribute to, or have the potential 

to contribute to, ecological representa-

tion of natural regions. Protected areas 

standards are defi ned in legislation. 

All public and non-public areas in 

Manitoba that meet these standards, 

in a legal manner through a variety 

of recognized mechanisms, would 

contribute to the network of protected 

areas. Contributing public areas include 

appropriately designated federal and 

provincial parks, wildlife management 

areas, other wildlife lands, ecological 

reserves, provincial forests, and new 

Strategic Plan
Since 1996, Manitoba has developed and worked on implementing a Strategic Plan 

to create a provincial network of protected areas. The fi rst Strategic Plan covered the 

period 1996-1998 and was distributed in early 1997. Later in 1997, a progress report 

listing 1996-97 accomplishments and an updated Strategic Plan for 1997-1999 was 

distributed. Appendix D provides a progress report on the extent to which the individual 

commitments in the 1997-1999 Strategic Plan were met by the end of 1999.

For the period of  January 1, 2000 to January 1, 2003, new, broader goals have been 

developed to guide the work and defi ne the focus of protected area activities. In addi-

tion, a listing of specifi c targets for the year 2000 will measure the success of our efforts. 

An update will be prepared annually, at the beginning of each year. It will report on the 

success of how the targets were met and the specifi c targets and goals for the coming 

year. Tasks for specifi c sites have been listed wherever possible, but most goals are 

general in nature as adequate time must be allowed for consultations with 

industry, First Nations, northern and rural communities and other interest groups. 

The challenge of working together with diverse groups and interests makes it diffi cult 

to predict which site will become the next addition to Manitoba’s network of 

protected areas.  

Our website www.gov.mb.ca/natres/pai contains information on the status of protection 

activities in Manitoba.

categories that may be established in 

the future such as marine protected 

areas. Contributing non-public areas 

could include privately owned lands 

with a binding conservation agreement, 

lands owned by a recognized conser-

vation organization, First Nation lands 

designated by Band Council Resolu-

tion or similar mechanism, municipally 

protected areas, or other such sites.

f) Develop and implement legislation and 

policies that provide opportunities or 

incentives to assist the private sector 

in protecting areas that contribute to 

natural region representation. Finan-

cial and procedural incentives will be 

considered for ensuring the long-term 

security of private property offered 

as protected areas. The province will 

actively support private actions result-

ing in the establishment of new 

protected areas.
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Ecological Reserves: 

• Consult on proposed ecological reserves 

recommended to the Minister of 

Conservation for designation.

• Gather information on new sites from 

local community and environmental 

groups.

• Submit additional sites to the Minister 

as they are approved by the Ecological 

Reserves Advisory Committee.

Agro-Manitoba:

• Compile a database of existing conserva-

tion and protected lands in agricultural 

regions of  Manitoba. (Natural Regions 

5b to 12).

• Promote the Conservation Agreements 

Act to create new conservation 

agreements.

• Develop and maintain an up-to-date 

registry system for tracking protected 

land ownership status, particularly for 

private lands.

• Review and protect, in whole or in 

part, candidate Crown lands identifi ed 

in 1994 for possible inclusion in the 

network of protected areas.

• Acquire and protect new lands for 

addition to the Tall Grass Prairie 

Preserve through purchase or conserva-

tion agreements.

• Continue consultations with Conserva-

tion Districts, the agricultural sector, 

industry, municipalities, and First Nation 

communities to create protected areas 

in agricultural regions of Manitoba. 

(Natural Regions 5b to 12.)

• Identify and protect applicable lands 

owned by the Manitoba Habitat 

Heritage Corporation.

• Identify other conservation agencies 

as partners to establish new protected 

areas.

• Review and protect, where possible, in 

whole or in part, PFRA Community 

Pastures.

Marine Protected Areas:

• Develop a joint federal/provincial/

territorial strategy to assess the feasi-

bility of establishing marine protected 

areas.

Federally Managed Lands:

• Continue evaluation of federally 

managed Crown lands for contribution 

to the provincial network of protected 

areas.

Reports/Documents:

• Compile and maintain a comprehensive 

protected lands database for Crown and 

private protected lands.

• Review the Memorandum of Under-

standing with First Nations on protected 

areas.

• Produce the annual Strategic Plan update 

on accomplishments for the previous 

year and targets for the current year.

General Targets

        2000-2003

Areas of Special Interest:

• Continue consultations on priority sites 

with aboriginal groups, industry and 

other groups and assess support for 

areas identifi ed in all natural regions.

Park Reserves:

• Continue consultations with aboriginal 

groups, industry and other groups 

regarding existing park reserves, with 

an aim to moving them to appropriate 

permanent protected area designations.  

Emphasis will be placed on park reserves 

created in 1997 that expire in late 2002.

• Create new park reserves as a result of 

consultations, and begin the consulta-

tion process on their long term status.

Wildlife Management Areas and 
Related Wildlife Lands:

• Review and protect, in whole or part, 

any remaining areas that have yet to be 

evaluated.


