
 
MNPAOA names winners of first recognition award 
 
For immediate release 
The Manitoba Network for the Prevention of Abuse of Older Adults (MNPAOA) 
recognized the outstanding achievements of three winners who made outstanding 
contributions in preventing elder abuse in Manitoba over the past year. 
 
In conjunction with the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) event in 
Winnipeg on June 15, the 2009 awards were given to: Mary Lou Schroeder, Geriatric 
Specialist, Eden Mental Health Centre, Winkler; Harry Paine, President, Manitoba 
Society of Seniors; and the Assiniboine Regional Health Authority’s (ARHA) Elder 
Abuse Awareness Network. 
 
Ms. Schroeder was nominated for her exceptional front-line work with an older client 
whose family was concerned that the client was experiencing psychological, financial and 
possible sexual abuse dating back to late 2007. Ms. Schroeder assessed the situation, and 
initiated emergency action to protect the client. 
 
Mr. Paine is a member of many provincial and national groups concerned with prevention 
of abuse of older adults. He takes an active role in conference planning and promotion to 
bring this issue forward to the public and government. 
 
The ARHA Elder Abuse Awareness Network was the first group of community embers 
and service providers that began working in 2002 to prevent elder abuse in the ARHA. 
They produced a resource guide for service providers in the region, planned conferences 
and WEAAD events.  
 
The Manitoba Network for the Prevention of Abuse of Older Adults is a group of older 
adults, service providers, care givers, professionals, community organizations, 
government and other concerned citizens working together to prevent abuse of older 
adults in Manitoba. Our mission is to act as a central point of contact for provincial 
efforts and to support regional and community initiatives to prevent abuse of older 
Manitobans. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Kimberly Weihs, MNPAOA chair 
204-794-7449 or exdir@msos.mb.ca 
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Cutline for MNPAOA award winners’ photo:
Manitoba Network for the Prevention of Abuse of Older Adults chair Kimberly Weihs
(left) presented the 2009 MNPAOA recognition awards to Mary Lou Schroeder, Geriatric Specialist, Eden Mental Health Centre, Winkler; Assiniboine Regional Health
Authority’s Elder Abuse Awareness Network members Lori Jones and Shirley Bell; and
Manitoba Society of Seniors president and elder abuse prevention advocate Harry Paine.




