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Growing Adaptation 

Program Description 

The Growing Adaptation program will focus on increasing the resiliency and sustainability of farm and value-added 

businesses by providing financial assistance for strategic water infrastructure and water studies that will bolster 

economic development in agriculture and Agri-Product processing. Through rural Mainline Water Pipeline, Multi-

user water storage and well projects, and water studies, the program will enable the agricultural sector in Manitoba 

to secure a stable supply of water and to advance water management strategies in order to capture market 

opportunities and to address risks associated with extremes of water availability and climate change. 

Definitions 

Agri-Product: Product included as farm income under the Federal Income Tax Act, including food, fibre, biofuel, 

pharmaceuticals and other bio-products. 

Agricultural Organizations:  An organization (for example an association, cooperative, corporation, not for profit, 

commission or board) that is actively engaged in representing agriculture producers, agriproduct processors or 

agribusiness members or their interests that is registered with the Manitoba Companies office or other legally 

recognized body. 

MAFRD: Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Development. 

Mainline Water Pipeline: A pipeline that carries water from a common source and conveys it over a distance to 

supply a number of individual water supply systems. 

Manitoba Water Services Board (MWSB): A Crown Corporation incorporated under The Manitoba Water 

Services Board Act. 

Terms and Conditions 
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Minister: The Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development for the Province of Manitoba, and includes any 

person authorized to act on the Minister�s behalf. 

Multi-user Projects: Larger scale projects that provide water to a number of water users. 

Potable Water: Water meeting Manitoba�s Drinking Water Safety Act regulations. 

Program Administrator: MAFRD or, where applicable, any person engaged by the Government of Manitoba to 

carry out administrative activities in connection with the Program. 

Program: The Growing Adaptation program. 

Program Steering Committee: Representatives of MAFRD and Manitoba Municipal Government or other 

Manitoba Government departments responsible for establishing eligible activities, expenses and funding criteria; 

coordinating a communications strategy; and completing annual reviews of budget and reports to Program 

Administrator. 

Program Terms and Conditions: These terms and conditions as revised, altered or amended from time to time. 

1. Eligibility 

1.1 Two streams of applications are available: 

(a) Component 1: The Manitoba Water Services Board (MWSB) will apply on behalf of rural municipalities 

(RMs) and incorporated water cooperatives to deliver projects related to potable water infrastructure 

(strategic, rural, Mainline Water Pipelines and Multi-user water storage), Multi-user well development and 

water sourcing studies. 

 (b) Component 2: Agricultural Organizations are eligible applicants for regional, non-potable water 

management studies and can apply directly to the program. 

1.2 Additional factors may be considered in determining the eligibility of the applicant, including: 

 (a) the provision of false or misleading information by the applicant under other Growing Forward 2 

programming; and 

(b) amounts due and owing by the applicant under other Growing Forward 2 programming. 

1.3 All applicants must obtain an AccessManitoba client identification number. 
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2. Funding Levels 

2.1 All approved projects will be cost shared to a maximum funding level as outlined in the Appendix. Maximum 

amounts pertain to individual projects over the life of the Program. 

2.2 For approved projects: 

a) The maximum Growing Forward 2 contribution will be based on the proportion of agricultural or 

Agri-Product processing use for each project as determined by the Program Steering Committee 

for Component 1 projects and the Program Administrator for Component 2 projects. The Program 

will only fund components of projects that are directly related to agriculture or Agri-Product 

processing. 

b) Funding will only be provided for actual eligible costs directly related to the project, to a maximum 

of 67% of total project costs and as approved in advance by the Program Steering Committee or 

Program Administrator. The applicant must provide detailed costing for each activity and sub-

activity identified in the application.  

3. Application Process  

3.1 Application forms for Component 1 are available through the Program Administrator. Applications for 

Component 2 are available on the MAFRD website. 

3.2 The applicant must be in compliance with all applicable Manitoba and Federal Government laws. 

3.3 RMs and incorporated water cooperatives interested in pursuing projects related to potable water 

infrastructure (strategic, rural, Mainline Water Pipelines and Multi-user storage), Multi-user well 

development and water sourcing studies must work with the Manitoba Water Services Board (MWSB).  

3.4  Application forms are to be filled out and signed by the applicant or the applicant must acknowledge and 

agree to the terms and conditions contained in electronic versions of the application form where indicated. 

3.5 Component 1 applications will be assessed, rated and ranked by the Program Steering Committee. 

Applications for Component 2 will be assessed by the Program Administrator. 

3.6 The applicant will receive a funding decision letter from the Program Administrator. 

3.7 Failing to comply with all application requirements may delay the processing of the application, or may 

make the program applicant ineligible to receive assistance under the Program. 
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4.  Eligible Projects and Costs   

4.1 Eligible projects include but are not limited to:  

(a) Component 1: Potable water infrastructure projects (strategic, rural, Mainline Water Pipelines and 

Multi-user water storage), Multi-user well development and water sourcing studies;  

(b) Component 2: Regional, non-potable water management studies; 

(c) Engineering costs and consultation fees associated with the above activities. 

4.2 Component 1 projects must be supported by a business case proposal that will demonstrate how the 

project will increase or sustain agricultural development and/or Agri-Product processing. Water users will 

be primarily businesses related to farming or Agri-Product processing. 

4.3 Component 2 projects must identify how the study will assist in capturing market opportunities and/or will 

address risks associated with extremes of water availability and climate change. 

5. Ineligible Costs 

5.1 Ineligible costs include but are not limited to:  

(a) Maintenance costs incurred by the eligible recipient (e.g. existing salaries, on-going operational 

expenses);  

(b) Sewage or waste treatment systems; 

(c) Goods and Services Tax; 

(d) Project components not related to agriculture or Agri-Product processing;  

(e) Physical infrastructure related to non-potable water, except for Multi-user well projects; 

(f) Any other expense that at the discretion of the Program Administrator is deemed to be ineligible. 

5.2 The applicant is and will remain liable for any ineligible costs or costs that exceed the limits identified in the 

funding decision letter or contribution agreement. 
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6.  Payments  

6.1 Payments will only be made for approved actual eligible costs based on a schedule of milestones and will 

be issued as laid out in the schedule in the approval letter or contribution agreement. 

6.2 The applicant must submit any requests for changes to the schedule of reporting to the Program 

administrator 30 days prior to the scheduled report. 

6.3  The applicant must pay all expenses associated with the project milestones, and then submit all related 

project receipts and proof of payment for approved eligible costs to the Program Administrator. The 

Program payment for actual costs incurred up to approved amounts will be made to the applicant provided 

the applicant has met all Program requirements. 

6.4 Amounts received from other government and non-government sources to cover project costs must be 

declared on the application and any changes in funding status from other sources after the application has 

been submitted must be communicated to the Program Administrator. 

6.5  Any payment made under this program is subject to: 

(a) there being an appropriation of funds by the Parliament of Canada and the Legislature of Manitoba 

in the fiscal year in which such payment is due; and  

(b) cancellation or reduction of payments in the event that funding levels are changed by the 

Parliament of Canada or the Legislature of Manitoba.  

7.  Reporting 

7.1 Reporting requirements will be outlined in the approval letter or contribution agreement. 

8. Collection, Use and Disclosure of Personal 

Information/Protection of Privacy  

8.1 The applicant�s personal information is being collected under the authority of section 36(1)(b) of The 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA) as it is directly related to and necessary for 

the purpose of determining eligibility for the Program.  
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8.2 The applicant�s information will be disclosed to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the Program 

Administrator for program administration. It may also be disclosed to AAFC, Manitoba Agricultural Services 

Corporation or another third party, for audit purposes. 

8.3 The applicant�s personal information is protected under the privacy provisions of FIPPA.  If you have 

questions concerning the collection, use or disclosure of your information please contact: Access and 

Privacy Co-ordinator, Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Development (MAFRD) at 204-726-6399. 

8.4 The collection of personal information has been limited to only as much personal information as is 

reasonably necessary to accomplish the purpose for which it is collected. Only those employees and 

agents who need to know the information to carry out the purpose for which it was collected can use 

personal information.   

8.5 The applicant�s personal information will be used to verify eligibility for Growing Forward 2 programs, to 

contact you for further information or clarification or to communicate any future programs that you may be 

interested in.  

8.6 As the Growing Forward 2 Program is a federal/provincial cost shared program, personal information will 

be shared with AAFC for administration and audit purposes. 

8.7 By submitting an application under the Program, the applicant has consented to the following: 

(a) to supply any other relevant and required documentation to confirm eligibility; 

(b) to participate in any surveys, focus groups, interviews or other methods for the purpose of 

program evaluation; 

(c) to on-site requests to verify program eligibility and to monitor the applicant�s progress under the 

Program; and 

(d) to authorize indirect collection of personal information from someone other than the applicant to 

verify program eligibility, verification and/or audit purposes. 

8.8 In addition to subsection 8.7, by submitting an application under the Program, the applicant has consented 

to the public release by the Government of Canada or the Government of Manitoba of the applicant�s 

name, the amount of funding received and the general nature of the project or activity being undertaken for 

which funding is being made available. 
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9. False or Misleading Information 

9.1 An applicant who provides false or misleading information under the Program: 

(a) foregoes all rights to Program payments and any other benefits under the Program for which 

they would be otherwise eligible; 

(b) is liable to repay all Program payments received; and 

(c) may be subject to prosecution. 

9.2 The provision of false or misleading information under the Program may be taken into account in 

determining eligibility under other Growing Forward 2 programming. 

10.  Refunds   

10.1 The applicant shall refund to the Program Administrator any payment received under the Program not in 

accordance with these Program Terms and Conditions, within 30 days of notice being provided to them. 

Failure to make repayment as required shall create a debt due and owing by the applicant to the 

Government of Manitoba.  

11.  Right of Set-off  

11.1 In addition to any rights of set-off the Government of Manitoba may have at law, the Minister may set-off 

any amount payable to the applicant under the Program against:  

(a) any amount due and owing by the applicant under the Program;  

(b) any amount due and owing by the applicant under any other Growing Forward 2 program; and 

(c) any other amount due and owing by the applicant to the Government of Canada, the Government 

of Manitoba or a government agency.  

11.2 Amounts due and owing by the applicant under the Program may be taken into account in determining 

eligibility under other Growing Forward 2 programming. 
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12. Ownership of Project Property 

12.1 For the purposes of this Section 12, �Project Property� means any documentation that could be protected 

by copyright, any new or useful art or discovery or process or machine or device, any manufacture or 

composition of matter or variety of plant or new technique, whether or not a patent or certificate of plant 

breeders� rights has been or could be granted, any computer program with its documentation and including 

its source and object codes, any industrial design or trade-mark, and all technology, data, information, and 

associated knowledge created, purchased, constructed, obtained, or developed by the applicant in 

completing the project. 

12.2 Subject to subsections 12.3 below, ownership of Project Property created by the applicant under the 

Program shall remain with the applicant. 

12.3 Regardless of whether: 

(a) the project is completed; 

(b) the project is terminated in accordance with its terms; or 

(c) the applicant ceases to carry-out or terminates the project prior to its completion date, 

the applicant acknowledges and hereby grants to the Government of Canada and the Government of 

Manitoba an irrevocable and perpetual right and license, without charge or compensation, to make use of 

the Project Property, or any part thereof, as either of them deem necessary for non-commercial purposes, 

including (without limitation) the right to publish and distribute such Project Property in any form or medium 

within the public domains as they may choose (�License Grant�). 

12.4 To the extent that information, data or any other material forming part of the Project Property is proprietary 

to a third party, the applicant shall, at no cost to the Government of Canada and the Government of 

Manitoba, secure all rights required to enable the applicant to grant the License Grant in subsection 12.3 in 

favour of the Government of Canada and the Government of Manitoba. 

13. Changes to the Program Terms and Conditions  

13.1 The Minister may revise, alter or amend these Program Terms and Conditions at any time, by posting the 

revised Program Terms and Conditions on the MAFRD Growing Forward 2 website. The applicant is 
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responsible to monitor the MAFRD Growing Forward 2 website for any such revisions, alterations or 

amendments.  

13.2 Applications shall be administered and governed by the Program Terms and Conditions posted on the 

MAFRD Growing Forward 2 website as of the date the application is received.  

14.  No Liability of Governments, Indemnification by Applicant 

14.1 The Government of Canada, the Government of Manitoba and their respective Ministers, officers, 

employees and agents shall not be liable for any injury to or loss or damage suffered by the applicant, the 

directors, officers, employees or agents of the applicant, or any other party, including, without limitation, 

any injury to persons (including death), damage to or loss or destruction of property, economic loss, 

consequential damages or infringement of rights caused by or related, either directly or indirectly, to the 

activities of the applicant under the Program or the applicant�s participation in the Program.  

14.2 The applicant shall, at all times during and following the applicant�s participation in the Program, be solely 

responsible for, and shall save harmless and indemnify the Government of Canada, the Government of 

Manitoba and their respective Ministers, officers, employees and agents from and against all claims, 

liabilities and demands with respect to any injury to persons (including, without limitation, death), damage 

to or loss or destruction of property, economic loss, consequential damages or infringement of rights 

caused by, or related, either directly or indirectly, to the activities of the applicant under the Program or the 

applicant�s participation in the Program.  

15.  Liability Insurance 

15.1 It is recommended that the applicant discuss their insurance requirements, as a result of participating in 

this Program, with a licensed insurance broker.  

16.  Conflict of Interest 

16.1 No member of the House of Commons or of Senate shall be allowed to derive any financial advantage or 

benefit under the Program that would not be permitted under the Parliament of Canada Act. 

16.2 No current or former federal public office holder or federal public servant to whom the Conflict of interest 

Act, the Conflict of Interest Code for Members of the House of Commons, or the Values and Ethics Code 
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for the Public Sector and the Policy on Conflict of Interest and Post-Employment applies shall derive any 

advantage or benefit from the Program unless the provision or receipt of such advantage or benefit is in 

compliance with such legislation, codes and policies. 

16.3 No civil service or crown corporation employee shall be allowed to derive any financial advantage or benefit 

under the Program unless the provision or receipt of such advantage or benefit is in compliance with these 

Program Terms and Conditions and all applicable conflict of interest policies. 

16.4 No current or former member of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba, current or former member of the 

Executive Council, or current or former senior public servant to whom The Legislative Assembly and 

Executive Council Conflict of Interest Act applies shall derive any advantage or benefit from the Program 

unless the provision or receipt of such advantage or benefit is in compliance with such legislation. 

17.  Representations, Warranties, Obligations, Joint and Several 

Liability  

17.1 The Program and the applicant�s participation in the Program does not create a partnership, agency, joint 

venture, or similar relationship between the Government of Canada and the applicant, or between the 

Government of Manitoba and the applicant, and the applicant shall not represent itself as such, including in 

any agreement with a third party.  

17.2 The individual(s) signing the application must indicate his/her official position with the applicant or 

relationship to the applicant. By signing and submitting an application, the individual(s) signing the 

application represent and warrant: 

(a) the execution and delivery of the application and such other agreements and documents required 

in connection with the applicant�s participation in the Program are within the proper powers and 

capacities of the applicant, have been duly and validly authorized by the applicant, and constitute 

binding legal obligations of the applicant; 

(b) he/she has been granted all necessary authority by the applicant to commit the applicant to the 

obligations and undertakings in the application and such other agreements and documents 

required in connection with the applicant�s participation in the Program. 
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17.3 The applicant is solely responsible to ensure that: 

(a) the applicant�s activities under the Program are completed and performed in compliance with all 

applicable laws; and 

(b) the applicant obtains all environmental and other approvals, licences and permits (whether federal, 

provincial or municipal) required with respect to the applicant�s activities under the Program. 

17.4 If the applicant is an unincorporated business or a partnership, all the owners of the business and all 

partners of the partnership, as the case may be, shall be jointly and severally liable for all the undertakings 

and obligations of the applicant under the application and all other agreements and documents related to 

the Program. If the applicant consists of more than one person, each person shall be jointly and severally 

liable for all the undertakings and obligations of the applicant under the application and all other 

agreements and documents related to the Program. 

18.  Ministerial Discretion  

18.1 Notwithstanding these Program Terms and Conditions, the Minister has the absolute discretion to 

determine any matter related to the Program including, without limitation, the amount of payments under 

the Program. The decision of the Minister is final and there is no appeal therefrom. 

19.  Termination of the Program 

19.1 The Minister has the absolute discretion to terminate the Program at any time. 

20. Communications 

20.1 Any communication plans, products and activities developed by the applicant for the Program must be 

submitted for approval to MAFRD. 

20.2 Communications products and activities may include, but are not limited to, news releases, pamphlets, and 

advertisements.  

20.3 MAFRD shall ensure that the Growing Forward 2 graphic standard is applied, and that Manitoba and 

Canada are identified equally. 
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21.  Public Communications 

21.1 The Government of Canada and the Government of Manitoba may make public announcements or 

otherwise publicly release the applicant�s name, the amount of funding received under the Program and the general 

nature of the project or activity that the applicant is undertaking for which funding under the Program is being made 

available. 
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Appendix: Eligible Practices for Growing Adaptation Program 

Category Eligible Practices Program Cost 
Share 

Maximum 
Program Funding 

Comp. 1: 

Strategic, 

Rural, 

Mainline 

Water Pipeline 

and Multi-user 

Potable 

Storage 

Projects 

Project management  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

67% 

 

 

$2,000,000 

Supply and install rural Mainline Water Pipeline and 

Multi-user water storage systems 

Engineering and consultation fees 

Comp. 1: 

Multi-user Well 

Development 

Projects  

Project management  

$150,000 Construct Multi-user well systems 

Engineering and consultation fees 

Comp. 1: 

Rural, Potable 

and Non-

Potable Water 

Sourcing 

Studies  

Field exploration costs, project planning, environmental 

and regulatory studies 

 

 

$30,000 

Engineering and consultation fees 

Comp. 2: 

Regional, 

Non-Potable 

Water 

Management 

Studies 

Field exploration costs, project planning, environmental 

and regulatory studies 

 

 

$30,000 

Engineering and consultation fees 

 


