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Canola  
Seeding is complete, with the 
crop stage ranging from 2 leaf to 
5% flowering.  Many fields in the 
past week have been sprayed for 
weeds, flea beetle control and/or 
fungicide for blackleg 
suppression.  Fungicide 
application timing may be starting 
for sclerotinia suppression as 
canola staging reaches 20% to 
50% flowering.   

 

Cereals  
Spring Cereals 

Spring cereal crop development 
ranges from tillering to stem 
elongation. Weed control 
operations are approaching 
completion. Foliar diseases (leaf 
rust, tan spot, septoria leaf 
disease complex) can change 
quickly with humid conditions and 
warmer temperatures so 
producers should continue 
scouting their fields prior to and 
up to flag leaf emergence, along 
with keeping an eye on the 
weather forecast, in order to 
react to any potential issues. If 
disease pressure, weather 
conditions and crop yield 
potential warrant application, 
foliar fungicides should be 
applied according to product 
label to provide maximum 
benefit. 

Some areas of the province 
received significant amounts of 
precipitation. For cereal crop 
types, under flooded conditions, 
36 to 48 hours is often the 
tolerable limit for plants. Under 
water-logged conditions, most 
annual crops can tolerate wet soil 

conditions for 3 to 7 days. For 
cereal crops, oats are the most 
tolerant of excess water stress, 
followed by wheat and then 
barley. However, specific 
information on how long cereal 
crops can survive under excess 
water has not been widely 
reported since it is important to 
remember other factors can 
influence the tolerance period, 
such as soil type, soil and air 
temperature, etc. To confirm 
plant survival, check the color of 
the growing point and look for 
new leaf growth three to five 
days after water drains from the 
low spots of the field. Healthy 
growing points will be firm and 
yellowish-white, not mushy and 
discolored. For more information 
on factors affecting plant survival 
from flooded soils, please see 
MAFRI’s website at 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/
crops/production/index.html . 

 

Winter Cereals 

The most advanced winter wheat 
acres are in the heading and 
flowering stages of development. 
Fungicide applications for 
fusarium head blight are 
occurring where conditions 
warrant application. MAFRI 
continues to offer their Fusarium 
Head Blight (FHB) risk maps for 
the 2013 field season. New daily 
maps will be updated 
continuously until the end of the 
flowering period for spring wheat. 
These maps are created based 
on temperature and moisture 
data from the previous 7 days. 
The maps are meant as a 
guideline; it is important to 
monitor the stage of the crop and 

to be aware that conditions may 
change rapidly. Warm, humid 
conditions favour the 
development of FHB and cereals 
are most susceptible to infection 
during the flowering period. 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/
crops/seasonal-
reports/pubs/fusarium-report-
2013.pdf 

 

Edible Beans 
Plant stages range from 
unifoliate to first trifoliate. 
Spraying has begun on some 
fields. There are some reports of 
bean ground crusting. Beans 
struggled to push through this 
crust. In severe cases of crusting 
growers are using a rotary hoe in 
order to break up this crust. This 
past weekend’s rainfall will help 
with any crusting issues. 

 

Flax 
Seeding is complete, with crop 
staging ranging from 1 to 8 
inches in height.  Some earliest 
seeded fields are being sprayed 
for weeds as optimal timing for 
crop safety is between 2 to 6 
inches.  No disease or insect 
concerns at this time. Caution 
when spraying in hot, humid 
conditions, as crop injury may 
results.  Spraying is 
recommended to occur when 
temperatures are below 27C and 
going into the cool of the 
overnight vs. spraying into the 
heat of the day. 
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Fruit Crops 
Strawberry fields are 60-80% in 
flower, with harvesting to start 
second week of July (2 weeks 
later than normal). Limited 
tarnish plant bug activity to this 
point, producers continue to 
monitor. Raspberry fields in 
southern Manitoba closer to the 
international border are 5-10% in 
flower. Saskatoons in green fruit 
stage, last applications to control 
Entomosporium leaf and berry 
spot disease occurred early last 
week at most orchards.  

 

Grain Corn 
Grain corn has benefitted greatly 
from the warm weather over the 
past week with development 
ranging from V2 to V5 leaf stage. 
The earliest seeded acres will be 
“knee-high by July 4”. Herbicide 
applications, inter-row tillage and 
side-dressing of anhydrous 
ammonia continues. Reports 
continue to come in regarding 
‘yellowing corn’. In some 
instances, sulfur deficiency has 
been identified as the cause. If a 
nutrient deficiency is suspected, 
it is important to use both tissue 
analysis along with a soil 
analysis to help correctly 
diagnose the issue. “Floppy corn” 
has also been found. For 

additional information, please 
visit www.cropchatter.com. 

 

Peas 
Recent rains and moderate to 
cool temperatures continue to 
benefit field pea growth. Weed 
control measures are completed 
with generally excellent weed 
control and crop tolerance being 
reported. Nodulation, growth and 
development have continued to 
be excellent with the crop 
responding well to recent rains. 
Most field peas are in the fifth to 
sixth true leaf (node) stage of 
development with some early 
seeded fields beginning to bud 
and fungicide applications 
commencing.  

 

Potatoes 
Potato crops planted in the 
beginning of the 2013 planting 
season have emerged and are 
doing well.  Crops seeded toward 
the end of the planting season 
are beginning to emerge.  
Farmers are continuing with 
hilling and weed control 
operations.  Irrigation, fertigation  
and the application of fungicides 
will soon commence. 

 

Soybeans 
Soybean growth stages range 
from first to second trifoliate on 
most fields. Rolling has begun on 
fields that were not rolled after 
seeding. Growers should 
remember to start roll at the first 
trifoliate stage and on a warm 
day. Rolling in the afternoon will 
decrease the amount of 
damaged plants. Growers need 
to check the plants after rolling a 
pass down the field to ensure 
any damage to plants is minimal. 
First application of glyphosate 
has begun and in some cases 
has been completed. With this 
spring’s cool conditions growers 
has been noting slow emergence 
of their beans especially if fields 
were planted around the May 15. 
Fields that were planted later 
around May 25 were planted into 
warmer soil which has seen 
much better and faster 
emergence. 

 

Sunflowers 
Seeding is complete, with crop 
staging at V2 to V8.  There have 
been reports of cutworm damage 
in sunflower fields in the eastern 
area of Manitoba. No disease 
concerns to date. 
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