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Canola  
Crop stages ranges from 40% 
seed colour change to combined. 
Target for swathing timing is 50 
to 60% seed color change to 
brown-black seeds (on main 
stem bottom third has mostly all 
black/brown seed, middle third 
has 50% brown/black seed, top 
third has all seed dark green and 
firm with spots of brown starting 
to show). In the 2013 season, 
blackleg and sclerotinia have 
been identified. Localized issues 
with Bertha armyworm and flea 
beetles have been at economic 
levels and controlled. In later 
canola crops, grasshoppers have 
become an issue on field edges 
and are continuing to move into 
the field. 
 

Cereals  
Spring Cereals 
Harvesting of Manitoba’s spring 
cereals continued last week 
throughout Manitoba with harvest 
progress estimated at over 80% 
complete. Yields for spring wheat 
are in the 40 to 90 bu/acre range, 
barley in the 65 to 110 bu/acre 
range, and oats in the 90 to 160 
bu/acre range. In spring wheat, 
protein levels are generally in the 
12 to 14% range while lower 
protein contents are noted in 
barley. In all cereal crops, 
average to above average bushel 
weights are reported. 
MASC released the 2013 Variety 
Market Share Report which 
includes variety information 
compiled from the MASC 
database as of September 3, 
2013. There are 2,625,703 acres 

of red spring wheat with the top 
five varieties being Carberry, 
Glenn, Harvest, KANE and 
WR859 CL. Additional 
information can be found on 
www.cropchatter.com . 
There are 453,869 acres of 
barley with the top five varieties 
being CONLON, Newdale, 
Celebration, CDC Austenson and 
Champion. There are 367,834 
acres of oats with the top five 
varieties being Souris, Summit, 
Furlong, Pinnacle and Leggett.  
Winter Wheat 
Winter wheat harvest is complete 
with yields ranging from 50 to 90 
bu/acre across the regions. 
According to MASC’s 2013 
Variety Market Share Report, 
there were 614,654 acres of 
winter wheat seeded in the fall of 
2012 with the top five varieties 
being CDC Falcon, CDC Buteo, 
CDC Ptarmigan, McClintock and 
Broadview. Remember that the 
number of acres represents what 
was planted and does not 
represent what was harvested 
this year as a number of acres 
were terminated this spring due 
to poor stand establishment. 
Winter wheat seeding continues 
across Manitoba. The seeding 
deadline for full coverage has 
passed while the seeding 
deadline for reduced coverage is 
September 20. MASC’s seeding 
deadlines are available at: 
http://www.masc.mb.ca/masc.nsf
/crop_seeding_deadlines.html. 
Some winter wheat fields are 
currently at the 1 to 2 leaf stage. 
 

Edible Beans 
Edible bean harvest is in  full 
swing in the valley. Bean quality 
and yields are very good this 
year with a number of reports of 
yields over 2000 lbs/acre. Most 
of the edible beans are past the 
stage where a light frost will 
affect quality to any large degree. 
Harvest will continue throughout 
the week as weather allows. 
 

Flax 
Crop staging ranges from early 
ripening stages to very early 
seeded crops being swathed or 
desiccated. Staging for swathing 
or desiccation is when bolls are 
75% brown to completely brown 
and seeds rattle in the boll. There 
have been limited disease 
concerns in flax for 2013 other 
than some fields showing 
symptoms of fusarium wilt. 
Grasshoppers are currently a 
concern in flax, as it still, for the 
most part, has a green stem, 
when other crops around have 
been combined. Primarily feeding 
is on the edges but will continue 
to move further into the field. 
 

Fruit Crops 
Day-neutral strawberry 
harvesting is slowing down with 
the cooler nights and recent 
lights frosts over the weekend. 
Producers continue to provide 
control of tarnish plant bug, sap 
beetles, thrips and spotted 
winged drosophila, as these 
insect pest populations remain 
above economic thresholds.  
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Grain Corn 
The corn crop in Manitoba 
ranges in development from 
dough (R4) to dent (R5) stage. 
Frost occurred in some areas of 
Manitoba and the extent of frost 
damage will depend on several 
factors. Typically the term, a 
‘killing frost’ is used when the 
minimum temperature reaches    
-2.2 degrees Celsius for only a 
few minutes. However, a lighter 
frost of 0 to -1.1 degrees Celsius 
lasting an hour or two could kill 
leaves but not the stalk or ear 
shank. Those leaves not killed 
can continue to function and 
contribute to grain yield if good 
growing conditions follow the 
frost event. Frost damage can 
affect grain yield and quality and 
is directly proportional to the 
stage of maturity of the crop 
and/or the amount of leaf tissue 
killed.  
Symptoms of frost damage will 
start to show up about 1 to 2 
days after a frost. Frost 
symptoms are water soaked 
leaves that eventually turn 
brown. Because it is difficult to 
distinguish living from dead 
tissue immediately after a frost 
event, the assessment should be 
delayed 5 to 7 days.  
According to MASC’s 2013 
Variety Market Share Report, 

there were 334,620 acres of 
grain corn planted, a record for 
the number of acres of grain corn 
in Manitoba. The previous record 
was 262,179 acres in 2012 
(MASC’s 2012 Variety Market 
Share Report). The top five 
hybrids were 39D95, 39D97, 
P7443R, 39V05 and P7213R. 
There were also 87,250 acres of 
silage corn planted with the top 
five hybrids being 39B90, 
P7213R, HL R219, P7443R and 
BAXXOS RR. 
 

Peas 
The field pea harvest is now 
complete with above average 
yields and quality. Much of the 
crop was harvested at or near 
dry moisture levels so care will 
be needed in the handling and 
storage of the crop to reduce 
seed damage from seed coat 
cracking. The above average 
yields and quality for field peas 
and the still firm to strong prices 
will make field peas one of the 
more profitable crops for 2013 
and should help encourage 
production for the 2014 growing 
season. 
 

Soybeans 
There are reports of soybeans 
being harvested in southern 

Manitoba. These were early 
planted varieties planted in and 
around May 14 which, this year, 
is very early. Yields on these first 
few fields are 35 to 40 bu/acre. 
There will be more fields 
harvested this week in the valley 
as weather allows. There are 
also numerous reports of frost 
occurring all around the province 
Saturday and Sunday evenings. 
The amount of damage to 
soybeans is still being assesed. 
Varieties that will be most 
affected will be in areas where 
plants have not reached the R7 
growth Stage. Plants that 
reached the R8 growth stage or 
95% brown pod should not be 
affected by this frost.  
 

Sunflowers 
Crop staging at R8 to R9. Insect 
issues for 2013 have been 
mostly scouting and potentially 
controlling lygus and banded 
sunflower moth larvae. Some 
downy mildew, basal/mid-stalk 
sclerotinia and rust have been 
seen in the crop. Fungicide 
application for sclerotinia head 
rot was done in many fields and 
some early signs of the disease 
are occurring, but hopefully 
limited in scope and area. 
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