
 

CROP PRODUCTION REPORT 
Prepared by: 
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives GO Teams & Crops Knowledge Centre 
(204) 745-5663  Fax: (204) 745-5690 
Seasonal Reports  October 15, 2013 

 
 

Canola  
On average 85 to 90% of the 2013 
Manitoba canola crop is combined 
with yields ranging from 30 to 70 
bu/acre. The main disease 
concerns in 2013 were blackleg 
and sclerotinia. Aster yellows was 
found at fairly low levels 
throughout the province and 
clubroot symptoms were detected 
in two fields. Insect issues were 
Bertha armyworm and flea beetle 
feeding in spring and fall. Control 
measures were used by some 
producers when pests reached 
economic levels.  
 

Edible Beans 
The acres of edible beans planted 
in 2013 dropped from the previous 
year. 2013 saw growers plant 
93,000 acres of dry beans down 
from 130,000 acres planted the 
previous year.  
The 2013 growing season was 
relatively uneventful for dry beans. 
Most of the dry beans were 
planted in May into relatively good 
soil conditions with a few late 
beans that were planted in early 
June. The acres that did go into to 
the ground were what the industry 
expected to get planted. During 
the growing season the only 
disease concern was with white 
mould showing up in early August. 
The last couple of weeks of July 
saw cooler conditions than normal 
with temperatures hovering in the 
20 to 24 degrees Celsius range. 
Ample plant growth combined with 
heavy morning dews, saw white 
mould showing up in dry bean 
fields around the province. August 
saw hot, dry conditions which 

helped to slow disease progress. 
Bean growers used preventative 
fungicides which helped Manitoba 
edible bean producers see 
relatively low yield reductions in 
the dry beans due to white mould. 
There were no reports of 
Anthracnose, just a few reports of 
bacterial blight with no economic 
concerns. 
Harvest saw dry bean yields 
range from 1600 lbs/acre to 2500 
lbs/acre. The provincial average 
should be close to 1900 lbs/acre 
for all dry beans. Dry bean interest 
going into 2014 seems strong due 
to strong fall prices for the 
commodity. Acres of edible beans 
should be able to maintain current 
levels and possibly increase. 
 

Flax 
On average, 50 to 60% of the crop 
has been combined, with yields 
ranging from 25 to 45 bu/acre. 
Production concerns in flax for 
2013 were fusarium wilt, pasmo 
and areas reporting late 
grasshopper feeding issues on 
field edges. 
 

Fruit Crops 
Strawberry yields were average 
with good size and flavour. Thrips 
were the major strawberry pest 
issue in the late spring and early 
summer, one of the highest 
concentrations in over 10 to 15 
years.  
Raspberry yields were above 
average, with no significant pest 
or disease issues overall.  
Saskatoon yields were average 
with Juniper Rust more of an 

issue in many orchards, which 
reduced yields (in untreated 
orchards) between 5 to 15%.  
Spotted Winged Drosophila 
appeared in early August, 
fortunately most of the berry crops 
were already harvested and only 
day-neutral strawberries late 
summer/early fall crop required 
control applications. In general 
there was continued high demand 
for berries (u-pick and pre-picked) 
overall with most producers 
demand exceeding supply. 
 

Hay 
Manitoba’s hay crop was delayed 
this spring, with snow on the 
ground until late May, leaving a 
shortened season for our growers. 
Overall, yields were average 
across the province; however 
getting good quality hay was 
difficult. Many producers in the 
central, southwest and northwest 
regions had a significant amount 
of their first cut rained on, 
reducing the quality. Second cut 
harvest is continuing late into the 
year, with initial yields and quality 
being reported as average. Third 
and fourth cuts in the central and 
east are reportedly average to 
below because of sparse rainfalls; 
however quality will be above 
average. Corn silage harvesting 
continues with above average 
yields across the province.  
The prolonged snow cover on 
pastures delayed spring green up, 
putting many pastures grazed 
early at risk for not maintaining 
growth late into the year. Pastures 
fared well for the first half of the 
grazing season; however, below 
average rainfall in July and August 
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reduced late summer pasture 
conditions in most areas of the 
province. Currently, cattle are 
being moved to fall pastures or 
crop residue fields for grazing. 
Generally speaking feed 
production was sufficient for this 
winter’s feeding period. There are 
a few producers with small hay 
shortages in eastern Manitoba, 
isolated areas along the shores of 
Lake Manitoba, and around The 
Pas. 
 

Pasture 
The prolonged snow cover on 
pastures delayed spring green up, 
putting many pastures grazed 
early at risk for not maintaining 
growth late into the year. Pastures 
fared well for the first half of the 
grazing season; however, below 
average rainfall in July and August 
reduced late summer pasture 
conditions in most areas of the 
province. Currently, cattle are 
being moved to fall pastures or 
crop residue fields for grazing. 
There are a few producers with 
small hay shortages in the east, 
but generally speaking feed 
production was sufficient for this 
winter’s feeding period. 
 

Soybeans 
In 2013 Manitoba soybean 
producers hit the 1,000,000 acre 
mark in planted acres. The 
expansion came in both the 
traditional soybean growing 
regions and the nontraditional 
regions such as western 
Manitoba. The spring of 2013 was 
quite different than the previous 
spring. Manitoba saw the first 
soybeans planted around May 15 
with the majority of the soybeans 
being planted from May 20 to the 
end of May. There were even a 
few beans planted in early June. 
The previous year the early 
planted beans were in the ground 
during the first few days of May 
with the all the soybeans planted 
by the May 25. This year we still 

had snow of the ground in some 
regions of Manitoba by the end of 
April. There were a few growers 
that did not plant their intended 
soybean acres due to the late 
spring start and also a few that 
choose not to plant soybeans due 
to the heavy spring rains the Red 
River Valley saw in the later part 
of May. 
There were a few concerns in 
June with reduced stands due to 
slow emergence of the early 
planted beans. The causes of 
these reduced stands were due to 
dry seed lots and with a few early 
planted fields showing symptoms 
of Fusarium root rots. Generally 
the plants did recover throughout 
the growing season. During the 
growing season there were also a 
number of reports of phytophthora 
root rot showing up especially on 
fields were rotation had been 
shorted up between soybean 
crops. 
The later part of July saw 
temperatures remain cooler than 
the previous year and cooler 
temperatures than one would 
expect for July. Growers and 
industry had concerns at that time 
about whether the season would 
allow the beans to mature. August 
however was very hot and 
relatively dry which helped to 
finish the beans off in the 
traditional bean growing regions of 
Manitoba. That combined with no 
killing frost in early September 
allowed growers to see some very 
high soybean yields in the Red 
River valley of upwards of 50 
bu/acre. Growers in western 
Manitoba are nearing 50% 
complete as of mid-October and 
will have to wait a few more days 
due to heavy rainfalls received 
recently before harvest resumes. 
Growers in the Red River valley 
and eastern Manitoba are 90% 
complete as of mid October. The 
beans that are left to be harvested 
in western Manitoba include 
varieties that may be at the longer 
end of that regions maturity range. 
The estimated provincial average 

for 2013 should be between 36 to 
40 bu/acre. 
Generally weed control in the 
soybeans was good this year 
however there are still concerns 
with Roundup ready canola 
volunteering in a number of fields. 
Looking forward, growers will 
need to control this weed early in 
season in order to reduce 
competition with the crop.  
There were reports of Septoria 
brown spot and bacterial blight in 
soybeans this year however no 
significant yield losses were 
reported. Growers need to be 
vigilant with their crop rotation in 
order for these diseases not to 
build up. Root rots such as 
phytophthora and fusarium were 
reported this season, with no 
significant yield loss. 
Soybeans aphids and spider mites 
were of no economic concern in 
2013. No spraying was noted for 
these pests during the 2013 
growing season. 
A concern growers had this year 
was a higher harvest loss than in 
previous years, due to shorter 
plants and lower pod heights. 
Generally the 2013 soybean 
growing season will go down as a 
very productive year for Manitoba 
Soybeans producers.  
 

Sunflowers 
Crop staging is at R9, with 25% of 
the crop harvested to date. Yields 
range from 1800 to 3000 lbs/acre. 
Insect concerns for 2013 were 
lygus and banded sunflower moth 
larvae, with control needed in 
localized areas. Disease concerns 
included downy mildew, 
basal/mid-stalk sclerotinia, 
verticillium and rust. Sclerotinia 
head rot and bird feeding damage 
are now obvious in some fields. 
 

Vegetable Crops 
Harvesting of warm season 
vegetable crops from the field 
continued well into October in 



 

areas of the province that had not 
yet experienced a killing frost. 
Generally, yields of most 
vegetable crops were reported to 
be average to slightly above 

average. Planting of vegetables 
was generally later than average 
this year. Acreages of most 
vegetable crops were generally 
similar to or slightly lower than the 

long term average acreages for 
each vegetable crop. However, 
the estimated green onion 
acreage was lower than the long 
term average.

 


	Edible Beans
	Flax
	Fruit Crops
	Hay
	Pasture
	Soybeans
	Sunflowers
	Vegetable Crops

