
 

Getting into Retail – Meeting the Buyer 
Norwood Inn 
Thursday, June 12, 2025 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 

 
 

 

 
Do you have a new or innovative food product that is retail ready or near retail ready? If so, Manitoba’s chain retailers 

Save-On Foods, Red River Co-op, Sobeys, Safeway, and No Frills want to hear from you.  

 

Selected companies will be invited to our in-person retailer pitching event taking place the afternoon of Thursday June 12, 

2025 in Winnipeg, following Food and Beverage Manitoba’s Annual General Meeting (AGM). 

 

To be eligible, the following requirements are necessary: 

• Package and labelling as per CFIA requirements, including Nutrition Facts Table (NFT) 

• Prepared in a permitted kitchen 

• Safe Foods for Canadians Registration (SFCR) 

• UPC bar code 

• Be aware stores may have requirements in addition to what is listed above 

 

To help you make your best impression and get selected to pitch to retailers, Manitoba Agriculture’s Value Added 

Branch is providing a series of five free webinars, presented as the “Getting into Retail Webinar Series”. In addition to the 

valuable information, you will learn at each of these webinars, many also provide easy to use templates you can follow 

such as for making a sell sheet and promotion plan to present your products to retailers. 

 

The “Getting Into Retail Webinar Series” includes the following topics. To register to attend these webinars, click here. 

Videos will be uploaded as they become available, so for those that have already been presented, you can watch the 

recording by clicking here.  

 

Tues., May 13, 2025:    11 Things You Need to Sell Your Food Products to Grocery Stores    
 

Wed., May 14, 2025 Insider Secrets to Setting Retail and Wholesale Prices for Selling to 
Grocery Stores 
 

Thurs. May 15, 2025 How to Make a Sell Sheet for pitching Your Food Products to Grocery 
Stores 
 

Tues, May 27, 2025:     What is a Promotion Plan and How You can Use This to Get Listings       
and Build Sales 
 

Wed. May 28, 2025 What to say when a food buyer tells you ‘no’ and other tips to make a 
successful sales pitch                     

 

Manitoba Agriculture’s Value Added Branch has additional resources available to help prepare you to be ready for retail: 

 

• Validating Your Market. What it Means to Your Food Business (PDF, 164.96 KB) * 

• Craft your Elevator Pitch, Make Crucial Connections, Webinar 

• Food Labelling for Industry Tool (HTML) 

• Food Labelling Requirements  (PDF, 1.01 MB) * 

• Introduction to Canadian Food Labelling Requirements (YouTube) 

• How to Make Buyers Notice Your Product - Creating an Effective Sell Sheet (PDF, 1.59 MB) * 

• These, and other resources can be found at Province of Manitoba | agriculture - Resources 

 

 

See the Application for Getting Into Retail: Meeting the Buyer on the next page 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/food-and-ag-processing/pubs/getting-into-retail-series.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD7OiKfhYvB-WceUfSPqpvY758nFAabQK
https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/food-and-ag-processing/starting-a-food-business/pubs/validating-your-market.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2svuoF7quo&list=PLD7OiKfhYvB-JKQxcvu5kIX5kNOGpUJf0&index=1
https://www.inspection.gc.ca/food-label-requirements/labelling/industry/eng/1383607266489/1383607344939
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/pathways/food-labelling.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRHJ5QryZr0
https://www.manitoba.ca/asset_library/en/pathways/creating-effective-sell-sheet.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/food-and-ag-processing/starting-a-food-business/resources.html


 

 

 
Spaces are limited, so if you are interested, please fill out the questionnaire below. If selected, a 

representative from the Value Added Branch will reach out to you. Deadline to apply: Friday, May 30, 2025 

 

1. Your Name:  

2. Business Name:  

3. Phone Number:  

4. Email:  

5. Number of Years in Business:  

6. Please list your product(s) with 

corresponding sizes 

Use the chart below. Suggest you list your most popular items 

for listing consideration. 

7. Is your product packaged and 

labelled according to CFIA 

requirements? 

 

______Yes        ______No        _______In Progress 

  

Product Sizes available 

  

  

  

  

  

 

1. Indicate the number of stores for each retailer you are currently in: 

  Sobeys    Safeway 

  Co-op Red River    Co-op Other Locations 

  Save-On Foods    Superstore 

  No Frills    Other 

 

If Other, location, please indicate:_____________________________________________ 

 

2. Retailers you would like an opportunity to get into: 

  Sobeys    Safeway 

  Co-op Red River    Co-op Other Locations 

  Save-On Foods    Superstore 

  No Frills    Other 

 

If Other, please indicate:________________________________________________________   
 

If you have any questions or comments please note them here: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

            Please submit your completed application to MBAgrifood@gov.mb.ca, by Friday, May 30, 2025. 

Successful applicants will be contacted and will receive further details for the pitch(es) 

Getting into Retail – Meeting the Buyer 
Application for Pitching Your Product – Thursday June 12 

 

http://sobeys.com/en/local-supplier/
https://www.safeway.ca/local-supplier/
https://www.redriverco-op.crs/wcm/connect/sites/c15f37ed-ed0a-4bb2-85db-d6fa6a38f13a/Red+River+Cooperative+Ltd.+Supplier+Code+of+Conduct+May+2024.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_2IKA1G82M08S50ANCIK0482G01-c15f37ed-ed0a-4bb2-85db-d6fa6a38f13a-o.fol3t
https://www.fcl.crs/our-business/suppliers
https://www.saveonfoods.com/sm/planning/rsid/1982/categories/category/canadian-products-id-1202042915
https://www.loblaw.ca/en/small-supplier/
https://www.loblaw.ca/en/small-supplier/
http://sobeys.com/en/local-supplier/
https://www.safeway.ca/local-supplier/
https://www.redriverco-op.crs/wcm/connect/sites/c15f37ed-ed0a-4bb2-85db-d6fa6a38f13a/Red+River+Cooperative+Ltd.+Supplier+Code+of+Conduct+May+2024.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_2IKA1G82M08S50ANCIK0482G01-c15f37ed-ed0a-4bb2-85db-d6fa6a38f13a-o.fol3t
https://www.fcl.crs/our-business/suppliers
https://www.saveonfoods.com/sm/planning/rsid/1982/categories/category/canadian-products-id-1202042915
https://www.loblaw.ca/en/small-supplier/
https://www.loblaw.ca/en/small-supplier/
mailto:MBAgrifood@gov.mb.ca

