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SIGNIFICANCE OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY IN 
MANITOBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Revenue from sales of food and beverage manufacturing goods reached $4.5 billion in 2016, an increase of 6.5% 

from 2015. 

 

 Food and beverage processing industry is the largest manufacturing sector in Manitoba in terms of the value of sales 

(shipments) worth $4.4 billion in 2017. The sector accounts for 24% of the total manufacturing sales and 2.1% of the 

provincial Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The sector directly employs 12,800 Manitobans and is the largest 

manufacturing employer in the province. 

 

 The rate of growth in Manitoba’s food and beverage manufacturing sales has slightly declined in 2014 and 2015 from 

the record level of $4.6 billion in 2013. Looking at the last five years, the food manufacturing sector registered the 

lowest sales of $ 4.0 billion in 2015. However, since 2016, sales values started to increase ($4.1 billion in 2016 and 

$4.4 billion in 2017). Sales values increased by 5.3% in 2017 as compared to 2016. Manitoba’s food and beverage 

manufacturing industry sales represents about 4.2% of the total value of food and beverage sales in Canada.   

 

 Exports of processed food and beverage products stood at $2.7 billion in 2017, an increase of 10.3% from the 2016 

sales level of $2.45 billion. This accounts for 62% of the total food and beverage manufacturing sales. In 2017, meat 

product manufacturing, grains and oilseed milling, and fruit and vegetable preserving and speciality product industries 

account for 93% of the total food and beverage manufacturing export values. Export values can be further broken 

down to meat processing which represents 39.7% (mainly pork), grain and oilseed milling, 38.1% (mainly canola) and 

fruit and vegetable preserving and speciality product, 15.3% (mainly frozen potatoes). 

 

 In 2017, Manitoba’s food and beverage processing industry exported to 78 countries with 96% of the total export 

values went to five major markets: 

o United States (60.3%) 

o Japan and China (18.2% and 9% respectively) 

o Mexico and South Korea (7.1% and 1.4% respectively) 

Manitoba Markets Index: 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/market-prices-
and-statistics/livestock-statistics/index.html 

AGRICULTURE Statistics 

Manitoba Food and Beverage Manufacturing Industry 2017: At a Glance 
Revenue from manufactured goods: $4.5 billion (2016) 
Annual sales: $4.4 billion 
Provincial GDP contribution: 2.1% (2016) 
Total number of employees: 12,800 
Productivity: $110,233 GDP per employee (2016) 
Export: $2.7 billion 
Import: $926.9 million 
Trade Balance: $1.8 billon 
Top five export markets: US, Japan, China, Mexico, and South Korea 
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 The percentage of food and beverage manufacturing export to the US decreased by about 5% in 2017 as compared 

to 2016. In 2017, China took over Mexico to become the third largest importer of Manitoba’s food and beverage 

manufacturing products.  The percentage of food and beverage manufacturing export to China increased from 5.4% in 

2016 to 9% is 2017. 

 

 The rate of growth in the Manitoba food processing sector export has been higher than the Canadian average over 

the previous five-year period (8.2% in Manitoba vs. 7.7% in Canada). 

 

 Imports of processed food and beverage products stood at $927 million in 2017, an increase of 3.1% from the import 

level of $899 million in 2016. 

 

 Over the last 5 year period, the average trade balance in food and beverage processing sector was positive and stood 

at $1.8 billion in 2017. Meat product manufacturing had the larges trade surplus of $916.8 million in 2017 followed by 

grain and oilseed milling that had a trade surplus of $805.1 million. On the other hand, beverage manufacturing had 

the largest negative trade balance with a trade deficit of $118.1 million in 2017, followed by animal food manufacturing 

($52.5 million) and bakeries and tortillas manufacturing ($30.1 million).  

 

 The largest food and beverage processing industry is meat product manufacturing, followed by grain and oilseed 

milling, fruit and vegetable preserving, and specialty product manufacturing, and dairy product manufacturing. 

 

 According to Industry Canada definitions, almost 99% of Manitoba’s food and beverage manufacturing businesses are 

small and medium enterprises (SMEs): 20% micro (less than five employees), 72% small (5-100 employees), 7% 

medium (101-499 employees), and 1% large (500 and more employees). In Manitoba, only about 4% businesses 

employ more than 200 employees. 

 

 Food manufacturing is a highly productive sector in Manitoba with a productivity level of $127,775 value added per 

employee in 2016. In 2017, a Manitoba food and beverage manufacturing worker makes about 99.4% of the provincial 

average weekly earnings. 

 

 Capital expenditures in the food manufacturing sector grew by 33.5% between 2016 and 2017 and stood at $206.3 

million in 2017. The sector has invested over 74.6% in machinery and equipment and the remaining 25.4% in 

construction. 

 

 The industry continues to look for new opportunities while new products and food items continue to be created with 

Manitoba-grown plants and animals. Increasing global demand and popularity of healthy, local, organic and functional 

foods provides a stimulus for Manitoba food and beverage processing sector to expand. Manitoba has great potential 

to become a leader in North America in the growth of a protein-focused industry.   

 

 The food and beverage manufacturing sector is expected to grow by about 2% over the next two years as predicted 

by the Conference Board of Canada. The newly opened $100 million dairy ingredients processing plant (MDI) in 

Winnipeg, the $460 million expansion project at Simplot potato processing plant near Portage la Prairie, the $125 

million expansion investment at the HyLife pork-processing plant in Neepawa, and the opening of the new federally 

inspected Country Meat and Sausage in Blumenort will continue to improve the food manufacturing sector’s output. 

The addition of a new pea processing plant in Portage la Prairie, and new feed processing mills will also significantly 

contribute to the sector’s output growth in the future. Meat processing is expected to keep its lead over the near term. 

 

 The investments in new and existing food processing facilities are good news for Manitoba’s dairy, hog, potato, and 

pea producers. These investments will play a great role in addressing producers’ concern about the inadequate 

processing capacity for these commodities in the province. 
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 The industry is driven by a unique combination of advantages, including central geographic location, leading-edge 

science, product development expertise and a diverse bounty of livestock and agricultural commodities to supply 

potential processors. 
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Other publications are available on the Agriculture Markets and Statistics page of Manitoba Agriculture. 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/market-prices-and-statistics/index.html

