
 

Fall 2015 Issue 

This is the fall edition of Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Development’s (MAFRD) quarterly Rural 
Biz e-bulletin. Our goal is to provide information that will encourage more value-added agribusinesses in 
the province. MAFRD staff can help entrepreneurs and business owners set up, grow and adapt their 
businesses successfully in rural areas.  

 
Innovation Zone 

We’re seeking businesses, entrepreneurs, inventors and students who would like to learn how 3D design 
and printing might help move their ideas forward! 

Brandon University (BU) has received a grant from Western Diversification for the development of a 
resource centre called the Innovation Zone.  The approved grant funded the purchase and installation of 
two 3D printers (Ultimaker 2 Extended and a Stratasys uPrint SE Plus) along with 3D CAD software 
(Solidworks) to run them.  The equipment has been set up in its own room in the Brandon University 
library.   

According to Michael Malazdrewicz, Project Lead, “the Innovation Zone is intended as a community 
resource to remove barriers for existing or proposed businesses. Producing a prototype of your new 
product or quickly producing replacement parts is now an affordable reality.  We are hoping to see 
entrepreneurship flourish in the Brandon region.” 

 

The Innovation Zone is open to any member of the community on a cost recovery basis. Whether you 
have a need for quick prototyping, small parts replacement or small quantity product productions, the 
Innovation Zone is there to help. 



“I welcome anyone with a need or interest for 3D printing or 3D design to contact me directly at 1-204-
727-9610, or via email at mikem@brandonu.ca,” said Malazdrewicz. Demonstrations of the equipment 
and more details are available every Friday at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. or by appointment at other times during 
the week. 
The use of the system will be based on the cost of use and maintenance of the equipment. BU’s goal is to 
make the equipment available to as many people as possible, with hopes that it will help innovators 
prepare 3D models and prototypes to refine their ideas and help move them towards commercialization.  

Entrepreneur Spotlight – Bold Innovation Group Ltd. 

Headquartered in Iles Des Chenes, Manitoba, Bold Innovation Group Ltd. is an innovative software 
company that specializes in eCommerce websites and application development, as well as a multiple up-
and-coming proprietary web applications.   

Bold started off by building eCommerce applications or plug-ins for Shopify (the world's largest 
eCommerce platform) in September 2012.  Although there were already a number of competitors in that 
space, Bold came in with a different approach.  Rather than building applicatons from a developer’s 
mindset, they tackled it from a storeowner’s point of view.  This philosophy, along with a dedication to 
providing the highest quality productsand unrivalled support, helped Bold quickly emerge from the pack. 

Shopify has over 50,000 worldwide partners, of which Bold is the largest.  Some of the brands that use 
their applications are Beyonce, LMFAO, Kobo and TheChive. They've also done custom work for clients 
such as the LA Lakers, Microsoft, Cirque du Soleil, Time Life and many more. 

Bold is one of Manitoba’s fastest growing tech companies, growing from the four co-founders working out 
of their basement to over 65 employees in under three years, with plans on doubling again this year. Bold 
won the following awards in the last year alone; Start-Up of the Year, Young Entrepreneurs of the Year, 
and Young Business of the Year. They've also recently been nominated for "Outstanding Business of the 
Year" for all of Manitoba in the medium sized business category.  

The Bold Innovation Group will share their technological expertise at the Take the Leap Rural 
Entrepreneurship Conference in Dauphin on October 19.  See below for details. 

Upcoming Events 

 

Take the Leap 7 Rural Entrepreneurship Conference – October 19th 

The seventh annual Take the Leap Rural Entrepreneurship Conference, set to kick off Small Business 
Week on October 19 in Dauphin, is an inspiring, high energy, interactive one-day conference targeted at 
rural entrepreneurs and businesses.  The theme of the 2015 conference is Create-Connect-Collaborate 
and features a high calibre line up of successful Manitoba entrepreneurs.  

Agricultural entrepreneur, Colleen Dyck, is the opening keynote for 2015.  This agri-preneur is a farmer 
(Outstanding Young Farmer of the Year winner), athlete, mother of four and food entrepreneur (winning 
the Great Manitoba Food fight and the 2015 Manitoba Food Processors Association best company of the 
year). While juggling multiple demands, Colleen took the leap by capitalizing on health food trends and 
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adding value to their farm operation. Her popular GORP energy bar is made in an inspected on farm 
processing facility from the grains that they grow. 

Check out www.taketheleapmb.ca for details.  

Packaging That Makes Food Products Sell - October 7 and 8 

Learn the ins and outs of how the packaging you choose for your food products can greatly influence your 
product sales.  Through workshops and tours, participants will learn from industry experts how packaging 
communicates quality and enhances shelf appeal.  Learn how the latest technologies, equipment and 
materials in package selection work together to promote product quality.  Learn about sustainable 
packaging to satisfy the growing needs of distributors, buyers and consumers in the food beverage and 
dietary sectors.  

For more information:  
http://mfpaevent.weebly.com/packaging-conference-registration.html 

Great Manitoba Food Fight - October 14 - Winnipeg 

The Great Manitoba Food Fight (GMFF) is an event hosted by Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Development (MAFRD) in partnership with the Manitoba Food Processors Association and DeLuca’s Fine 
Foods.  This is the ninth year for this exciting event, which over the years has helped countless food 
entrepreneurs get their products to market. 

The competition will feature 10 Manitoba food entrepreneurs who have developed, but not fully 
commercialized, an innovative new product.  Three prize packages, valued at $11,000; $7000 and $3500, 
are up for grabs. The GMFF provides entrepreneurs with the opportunity to showcase their food products 
and receive valuable feedback and insight from knowledgeable industry judges. 

Following the competition, a reception and awards ceremony will be held.  Guests can sample each of the 
competitors’ products.  Tickets to attend the reception are $20 per person and everyone is welcome to 
attend.  Space is limited, so be sure to RSVP to reserve a ticket.  More information can be obtained at 
www.gmff.ca or by calling Shauna McKinnon 1-204-841-4084. 

Harvesting Value - Business Opportunities in Value Added Agriculture, November 
19 in Brandon 

Where are the opportunities to add value to the agricultural products produced in Manitoba?  A one day 
event in Brandon, Harvesting Value will feature multi-national value added processors including Cargill, 
G3 Global, McCain and Shape Foods. It will also showcase local successful enterprises like Manitoba 
Starch and Wendell Estate Honey, sharing their experience and some of the factors that have contributed 
to their success. Learn more about the opportunities that are available, resources that can assist 
entrepreneurs, manufacturers and processors to move their ideas forward. 

For more information: www.brandonchamber.ca 

Getting Your Food Product into Retail Workshop - November 10,17 

Do you have a food product idea or maybe even have one developed and want to know the next steps to 
getting your product into retail stores?  Join us for a seminar on this topic in Grandview on Wednesday 
November 10  or Portage La Prairie on Wednesday, November 17.  The Getting Your Food Product to 
Retail Workshop will run from 4:30 -8:30pm.  For more information or to register Call Karen at 204-821-
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5322 (Grandview-Registration Deadline November 5) or Kathy at 204-871-5015 (Portage-Registration 
Deadline November 12). Cost is $20 per workshop and includes your meal.  

Business Start – Business-Planning Workshops 

Whether you are starting or expanding a business, make sure you take one of the following three-day 
workshops. They cover a wide range of topics, including business registration, business plans, financial 
assistance programs, accounting, taxation, and marketing and sales. 

Entrepreneurship Manitoba offers workshops this fall. They include: 

• Winnipeg – October 6,7,8 
• Boissevain - October 14,15,16 
• Dauphin - November 3,4,5 

Cost: $60 (plus GST) for each workshop.  For details and registration, go to the Entrepreneurship 
Manitoba Calendar or call toll free 1-855-836-7250. 

GMP and HACCP Training Session - November 30 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Good Manufacturing Practices (GMPs) and Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) are industry 
best practices for the production of safe food. GMPs control hazards associated with the production 
environment and personnel. HACCP identifies and controls hazards associated with ingredients and 
manufacturing processes.   Attend  this workshop learn about these food safety programs and how they 
contribute to production of safe food. 

Location: Conference Room, Agricultural Extension Centre, 1129 Queens Avenue, Brandon MB 

To register:  Registration is free but pre-registration is required. 

Email foodsafety@gov.mb.ca or call 204-391-3064 in Winnipeg. 

Ongoing Business Seminars 

MAFRD and other partners host a variety of business events throughout the year.  Check for updates on 
MAFRD’s calendar at: www.manitoba.ca/agriculture/calendar.html. 

Did You Know... 

• 3D printing is an emerging technology that is increasing in popularity around the globe. Put 
simply, 3D printers can create three dimensional objects as easily as a paper printer can create a 
document. With prices on the way down, 3D printing is set to revolutionise manufacturing in the 
same way that the print press changed publishing. It has applications in a variety of industries, 
including health care, medicine, consumer products, education, automotive, engineering and 
construction. Home 3D printers are already available. 

• Innovate Manitoba provides targeted programs and competitions to support Manitoba’s 
innovation heroes: entrepreneurs, startups, researchers, and industry.  Their mission is to 
catalyze innovation in Manitoba by increasing the commercialization of new technologies, 
promoting entrepreneurship, supporting the creation of next-generation startups, and stimulating 
access to risk capital for early- and mid-stage enterprises.  Innovate Manitoba is a not-for-profit, 
community-based organization whose primary goal is to serve the needs of Manitoba’s 
entrepreneurs, researchers, and inventors. Learn more at Innovate Manitoba. 
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• AssentWorks is a non-profit workshop dedicated to providing hands-on access to fabrication and 
prototyping equipment, knowledge and a community of support. Do you have an idea you’d like to 
build, but don’t have access to the right tools, skills or space? Do you want to be part of a 
community of people who like to make things? Does your business need access to affordable 
equipment to build rapid prototypes? Do you want to expand your knowledge of design, 
prototyping, and manufacturing? Check out AssentWorks and bring your ideas to life. 

• Using new technologies, creativity and the help of the many organizations committed to moving 
ideas forward ..... innovation and business opportunities abounds! 

  

  

  

 

To subscribe/unsubscribe 

If you do not wish to receive future e-mails, please click unsubscribe. If this bulletin was forwarded to 
you and you would like to receive it directly, click this link to subscribe.   

manitoba.ca/agriculture 
mbagriprocessing@gov.mb.ca    
204-726-6293 
1129 Queens Avenue 
Brandon, MB  R7A1L9 
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