
PROPOSED END OF LOGGING IN MANITOBA’S PROVINCIAL PARKS
· Effective April 1, 2009, logging would be prohibited from 79 out of 80 provincial parks and all future parks.

· The origin of Manitoba’s parks goes back to the early 1900s when a number of forest reserves were established in Manitoba by the federal government.  Forestry roads opened scenic woodlands to the public, followed by campgrounds and cottages.

· The four provincial parks where logging would be removed were formally established in the 1960s and 1970s.

· In 1992, the Clean Environment Commission recommended the removal of Nopiming Provincial Park from Tembec’s Forest Management Licence Agreement by 1996.
· The four provincial parks in which logging would cease are:
· Nopiming – 1,429 square kilometres bordering the north end of the Whiteshell’s Canadian Shield country, scattered with hundreds of lakes trimmed by granite rock and sheltered by stands of black spruce, birch and aspen trees. 

· Whiteshell – 2,721 square kilometres of rushing rivers, over 200 clear deep lakes, sand beaches and jack pine, located east of Winnipeg along the Manitoba-Ontario boundary.

· Clearwater Lake – 593 square kilometres, located in northwestern Manitoba and surrounded by boreal forest interspersed with meadows, and aspen and oak parkland.  

· Grass River – 2,279 square kilometres, located north of The Pas and characterized by the rivers and lakes of the Grass River system and the contact zone between the boreal forest and the Manitoba lowlands.

· Recent statistics indicate Manitoba’s primary forest sector, which includes logging and paper manufacturing, was responsible for approximately $259 million or 0.8 per cent of Manitoba’s gross domestic product (GDP).

· The primary forest industry employed Manitobans in approximately 2,500 direct jobs in logging, paper product manufacturing and related support activities.




••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••








Back grounder











