
MINING IN MANITOBA 
The mineral industry is Manitoba’s second-largest primary resource industry and a key contributor to the provincial economy.  

In 2009: 

· the value of mineral and petroleum production totalled $1.9 billion ($1.18 billion for metallic minerals, $144 million for industrial minerals and $620 million for petroleum);

· the mineral industry accounted for approximately 4.7 per cent of provincial GDP and 
7.8 per cent of total exports;

· mineral and petroleum industries provided jobs for 5,400 people and another 18,000 in spinoff businesses;

· the mineral industry invested $461.1 million in capital expenditures; and
· companies spent $83.7 million exploring for new mineral deposits in the province.  

Manitoba mineral resources with potential for future economic development include diamonds, platinum-group metals (PGM), rare earth elements (REE), titanium, vanadium, chromite, silica and potash.

In 2009, Manitoba produced  28.3 per cent of Canada’s nickel, 16.4 per cent of Canada’s cobalt, 10.2 per cent of Canada’s, copper, 11.4 per cent of Canada’s zinc, 4.1 per cent of Canada’s gold, 100 per cent of Canada’s cesium, lithium and tantalum, 33 per cent of Canada’s selenium, 6.1 per cent of Canada’s silver and 44 per cent of Canada’s tellurium.

Oil production in Manitoba has undergone rapid growth since 2004, stemming from the discovery and development of the new Sinclair field in southwest Manitoba.  Due in large part to the increased activity in this area, the number of producing wells within the province has risen to 2,687 producers in December 2009 from 1,397 in December 2003.  Oil production has doubled since 2004 and a new annual production record of 9.45 million barrels was reached in 2009.
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Manitoba’s major producers and operating mines

	Company
	Mine
	Location
	Date Opened
	Major Metals/Minerals Mined

	Crowflight Minerals Inc.
	Bucko Lake Nickel Mine
	Wabowden
	2009
	nickel

	HudBay Minerals Inc.
	Trout Lake Mine
	Flin Flon
	1982
	copper, zinc

	HudBay Minerals Inc.
	Chisel North Mine
	Snow Lake
	1998
	copper, zinc

	HudBay Minerals Inc.
	777 Mine
	Flin Flon
	2000
	copper, zinc

	San Gold Corporation
	Rice Lake Gold Mine
	Bissett
	2006
	gold

	San Gold Corporation
	San Gold #1 Mine
	Bissett
	2006
	gold

	San Gold Corporation
	Hinge Mine
	Bissett
	2009
	gold

	Tantalum Mining Corporation of Canada Ltd.
	Tanco Mine
	Lac du Bonnet
	1969
	spodumene, pollucite, tantalite

	Vale Inco Ltd.
	Thompson mine T1 & T3
	Thompson
	1958
	nickel, copper

	Vale Inco Ltd.
	Birchtree Mine
	Thompson
	1968
	nickel, copper


cobalt, silver, selenium and tellurium are byproducts of other mined metals or minerals.
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