
MANITOBA ACTION ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Community Support
· In 2010-11, Manitoba is providing $13.5 million in funding to family violence prevention programs.  This is triple the amount of funding available in 1999.  Funding to external agencies has increased by nearly 90 per cent since 1999.

· The At the Root fund was established in 2006 to help children who have been exposed to domestic violence, providing support to an average of 400 children and approximately 200 families per year.  In 2010, that funding has reached $456,000.  Funding has been shared with all 10 women’s shelters that received assistance targeted to help children including counselling and public education, and the development of Aboriginal-specific programs.

· In the spring of 2009, Manitoba developed the Workplace Initiative to Support Employees Program, a comprehensive training program designed to help employers and co-workers recognize and respond to signs of domestic violence within the workplace.  This was done in partnership with Crown corporations, the Manitoba Chambers of Commerce, community agencies, unions and service providers. 

· Since 2006, the Domestic Violence Intervention Unit has provided intervention and support for families where calls for emergency services show problematic family relationships that might escalate to criminal behaviour. 

· In 2004, the provincial government expanded the mandate of victim-services workers in order to help victims obtain civil-protection orders.

· In 2005, community-based protection order designates were established to help even more victims, including victims of dating violence and elder abuse, to apply for protection orders.  Ninety individuals from 33 service agencies in 16 communities across the province have been trained to assist with protection-order applications.

· Manitoba has expanded domestic-violence victim services from five communities to all 69 court and circuit-court locations. 

· The Criminal Organization High Risk Offender Unit within Manitoba Probation Services was established in 2000 and provides intensive intervention and monitoring for high-risk family‑violence offenders.
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Effective Legislation

· This spring, the government introduced the protection from domestic violence and best interests of children act.  Under the proposed amendments, courts would be required to consider specific criteria in deciding on a child’s best interest in a custody or access application, and provide greater protection for children by requiring judges to consider such matters as the impact of any domestic violence on the child.

· In 2006, Manitoba brought in the Enforcement of Canadian Judgments Act to make it easier to enforce court orders made in other Canadian jurisdictions in this province including civil-protection orders.  

· In 2005, the civil domestic-violence law came into effect that makes more victims eligible for protection orders including people who have dated but are not living together and abuse in families where relatives haven’t lived together.
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