
EAST SIDE TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVE
The Government of Manitoba established the East Side Transportation Initiative to improve transportation for the 36,000 residents who live in the remote and isolated communities on the east side of Lake Winnipeg.  An all-season road will help to improve the quality of life and standard of living, while providing employment and economic development opportunities for people living on the east side.  Some of the benefits include:

· greater reliability of the transportation network; 

· reduced transportation costs for goods and services; 

· enhanced access to emergency, health and social services; 

· improved linkages between isolated and remote communities; 

· greater mobility and transportation options for local residents;

· construction employment and economic opportunities for local people; and 

· enhanced opportunities for sustainable economic development including recreation, tourism and resource development; 
The East Side Transportation Initiative consists of two priority areas:

1. The PR 304 to Berens River all-season road ( Construction of a 160-kilometre, all-season gravel road from PR 304 to Berens River First Nation.  Upgrading and maintenance work is currently underway on the existing Rice River Road and, pending environmental approval, construction will start in the fall of 2010.
2. Large Area Transportation Network Study ( The East Side Large Area Transportation Network Study is designed to examine transportation improvements for the remainder of the east side region.  The study is currently underway and is expected to be completed and recommend an all-season road route alignment by the end of 2010. 
At the same time, the ESRA is also working to ensure that local east side communities are prepared and develop the capacity to participate in the construction of the all-season road.  As part of this effort, ESRA has signed community benefits agreements (CBAs) with five First Nation communities.  The CBAs are designed to generate jobs, training and economic development opportunities for local communities related to pre-construction activities such as gravel crushing, right-of-way clearing and pilot projects for access route exploratory clearing.  Discussions are ongoing with other First Nations for future CBAs. 

To date, 32 local east-side residents have been offered basic and essential construction skills and skilled-labourer training.  As the project proceeds, additional training opportunities including basic and essential construction skills, skilled labourer and heavy equipment operator training related to gravel crushing, right-of-way clearing and road construction will be undertaken.

Back grounder








••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••











