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 PERSONAL-CARE HOME AND LONG-TERM CARE INVESTMENTS
Since 1999, Manitoba has invested in nursing-home and other care for seniors including:
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Adding over 900 personal-care home (PCH) beds and supportive-housing units across Manitoba.
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Expanding home care to meet the growing number of seniors.
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Creating a $1,020 Caregiver Tax Credit.
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Increasing staff to improve the quality and safety of care in nursing homes.  
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Introducing unannounced inspections and rigorous provincial standards (2005). 
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Creating the Protection for Persons in Care Office (2001). 
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Launching a $119-million long-term care strategy in 2006, with expanded housing options to help seniors age with dignity.  A total of 449 additional supportive-housing spaces and 328 specialized-support spaces have been created and new supports have been added for 3,400 seniors in group living (for example, help with transportation, activities, etc).
The Manitoba Centre for Health Policy was asked to review the 2006 strategy and project the future need for PCH beds.  Its report, released earlier this year, highlighted new demographic changes and identified a need for hundreds of additional personal-care home beds over the next decade.  In response, Manitoba announced a renewed long-term care strategy in February 2011 that includes:
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$200 million to build hundreds more personal-care home beds, starting with more beds in Winnipeg at Holy Family PCH and in Lac du Bonnet.  This builds on a new 80-bed PCH set to open this summer in Winnipeg and planning for a new PCH in Morden. 
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More home care to support seniors who want to live at home longer.
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A new innovative rehabilitation program to quickly help seniors regain and maintain their independence following an injury or surgery and, in some cases, avoid the need for a personal-care home altogether.
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A new income-protection benefit to make supportive housing an affordable alternative to a personal-care home for low-income seniors. 
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Funding for further ongoing education regarding dementia care through the P.I.E.C.E.S. Alzheimer Education Program, in concert with the Alzheimer’s Society of Manitoba. 



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••











[image: image2.png]Backgrounder



