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THE IMPACT OF EARLY RETURNS
Getting ready for school is more than just printing and counting to 20.  Social skills like co‑operation and getting along with others, emotional skills like self regulation and self esteem, physical skills like co-ordination and movement control, and cognitive skills like problem solving are just as important.

The following are a few examples of how Early Returns can help child-care centres and nursery schools develop a play-based curriculum that better supports early childhood development and success in school later on.

	Good
	Better
Practices Based on Early Returns Framework

	Staff talk to children while they play.
	Staff ask open-ended questions and make comments to stimulate children’s reasoning.  Children develop thinking and problem-solving skills as they interact with the staff and peers.

	Interesting play activities are planned and presented to children.
	Staff watch and write down what children are doing and saying during play to determine future activities.  Young children learn best when they are involved in something interesting them.  This promotes their love of learning. 

	Children participate in snack time.
	Staff provide a come-and-go snack time where children choose when to sit down to eat.  This develops self-regulation and self-help skills, as well as hand-eye co-ordination and one-to-one correspondence (pre-math).

	Lego, blocks, scissors, writing utensils and other manipulative materials are accessible on open shelves.
	Staff take these materials from the art centre to the block area to extend children’s play.  Children develop preceding fine motor skills like grasp, hand control and dexterity needed to be able to print later on. 

	During group time, staff read books to children.  Books are available on open shelves for children to explore.  Staff read books to children during free play time.
	Staff read books to children during free play time and have labels on shelves and toy bins, and children’s names on personal items such as lockers.  Exposing children to books and sight words will help them learn pre-reading skills such as recognizing their own name.  

	Children are provided materials for art.
	Staff provide creative art materials and write down what children say about what they make.  Children develop language and pre-writing skills when shown what they say, and develop self-esteem when they are encouraged to be creative.
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	Good
	Better

	Free play is available for children in short periods many times throughout the day.  
	Free play time is at least 45 to 60 minutes in length at a time throughout the day so children can explore toys and relationships in more depth.  Children develop self-esteem, co-operation, self‑regulation and problem solving as they play.  

	The written schedule is posted for parents.
	A picture schedule is posted for children to follow.  When children see and follow a picture schedule, they learn about pre-math skills like order and sequencing.
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