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LAKE WINNIPEG ACTIONS TO DATE

The Province of Manitoba has made water protection a top priority for the past decade. 
Manitoba was the first province to create a minister and department dedicated completely to water issues.  The Water Protection Act is the strongest legislation of its kind in the country and the province’s investments in water quality match the strength of the province’s laws.
As part of its work on water, the government created the Lake Winnipeg Stewardship Board to provide practical advice to help bring the lake back to a healthier state.
In 2006, the board provided a report to the minister of water stewardship on the state of Lake Winnipeg and provided recommendations on the restoration of the lake. 
In 2010, the board stated the province had made solid progress on the vast majority of the report’s 135 recommendations in a variety of areas including:  

· Innovative rules to protect Manitoba’s water:

All Manitobans have a role in keeping harmful pollutants out of Lake Winnipeg.  Manitoba’s water protection rules help to prevent pollution from homes, industry and agriculture from entering waterways.  These include:

· instituting first-in-Canada legislation banning phosphorus from household automatic dishwasher detergents; 

· creating stronger rules and increased resources for drainage licensing and maintenance;

· creating new water protection no-go areas to prevent fertilizers from entering waterways from farms, golf courses, lawns and gardens; and
· banning new sewage ejectors, bringing in tough new septic system regulations and increasing inspections.

· Investing in effective waste-water treatment across the province: 

Modern water-treatment facilities in communities are crucial to the health of the lake.  That’s why significant investments have been made in waste water across the province including: 

· Investing in upgraded water infrastructure in more than 100 communities.
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· Defending wetlands:

Wetlands act to filter pollutants from waterways and help to prevent flooding.  The Government of Manitoba has taken action on wetlands by:

· protecting and enhancing vital wetlands like Delta and Netley marshes; and
· maintaining important wetlands and riparian areas through incentives for producers to protect these important lands. 

· Supporting Lake Winnipeg research and education:

Up-to-date research allows for better understanding of the challenges of saving Lake Winnipeg and will guide the province’s actions as the lake is brought back to health. 

· the province has continually invested in research in and around Lake Winnipeg including support for the Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium and the research vessel Namao, and
· Manitoba has also partnered with south basin reeves and mayors to promote the use of lake-friendly products.
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