
WHAT BUDGET 2012 MEANS FOR MANITOBA FAMILIES AND BUSINESSES
With practical solutions that are focused on the priorities of families, Manitoba has kept moving forward through a global economic downturn and record flooding. 

There remains, however, uncertainty in economies everywhere and many Manitobans affected by the flood still cannot return home. 

Budget 2012 is spending less money, spending it more wisely, and raising revenues modestly and fairly to protect the things that matter most to families and keep the economy growing. 

Keeping the economy strong and growing
When the global downturn hit, the provincial government took action to protect jobs and the services families count on.  The results have been steady economic growth, an unemployment rate that’s among the lowest in Canada and a strong growth in the population.

Budget 2012 is taking new steps to keep the economy strong and growing: 
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increasing the number of apprenticeships and creating more rural and northern training opportunities closer to home to meet the growing demand for skilled workers;
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providing strong, predictable funding to universities and additional funding for colleges;
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creating an Energy Opportunities office and fund to help Manitoba businesses take advantage of Manitoba Hydro’s growth;
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loosening restrictions on Sunday shopping by working with business and labour to keep Manitoba businesses strong and competitive; and
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
cutting red tape for businesses by reducing how often small businesses have to file sales tax and creating a one-stop shop for liquor and gaming regulation. 

Renewing and improving strategic infrastructure

Record-breaking flooding last year affected thousands of Manitobans.  It washed away homes and businesses, and damaged roads, bridges and overpasses.  Rebuilding will take time.

The most important source of funding for infrastructure is fuel taxes.  A 2.5-cent increase in the gasoline tax – the first increase in two decades – will support rebuilding and provide stable funding for roads and highways, and will be guaranteed in law.  Provincial taxes on gasoline will remain the second-lowest in Canada. 
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A maximum increase of $35 to the vehicle registration fee will further support these long-term strategic investments that are essential to a strong economy and a good quality of life. 

Budget 2012 will renew and improve the province’s infrastructure by:
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rebuilding flood-damaged roads, bridges and other infrastructure;
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making investments to improve flood mitigation and protection to prevent future damage and hardship for families; and
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building and renewing thousands of kilometres of roads, and many bridges and overpasses.

Protecting the front lines of health care

There’s nothing more important than the health of a loved one.  The provincial government has increased efficiencies in the health-care system and capped corporate costs for regional health authorities (RHAs) to ensure more money is going directly into the front lines of health care.  The provincial government will reduce the number of RHAs to five from 11 to streamline services. 

Budget 2012 will protect and improve the care that Manitoba families receive by: 
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providing faster cancer testing and treatment, and providing free cancer drugs for all patients, allowing more patients to remain at home during treatment;
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training and hiring even more doctors, nurses, physician assistants, nurse practitioners and health technologists; and 
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taking steps forward to ensure every Manitoban can access a family doctor by 2015.


Focusing on the priorities of families

Manitoba will tackle the challenges ahead the way it always has with a balanced approach that protects the things that matter most to families. 

Budget 2012 will make Manitoba an even better place to live, work and raise a family by:
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ensuring Manitoba families will pay the lowest combined bills in Canada for electricity, home heating and auto insurance;
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reducing income taxes for families by delivering on a commitment to increase the basic personal exemption by $250 this year and increasing the seniors’ maximum property tax credit by $75 to $1,025;
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starting to reduce class sizes to 20 students in kindergarten to Grade 3 and providing children with stronger programming to improve reading and math skills;
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providing new funding for firefighters, police officers and cadets on the streets and in communities;
 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
taking new steps toward increasing the supply of rental and affordable housing; and
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increasing the minimum wage by 25 cents on Oct. 1. 
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