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MANITOBA MINING INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS
The mining and petroleum industries make up the second-largest primary resource industry of Manitoba’s economy.  The 2011 value of mining and petroleum production totalled over $3.2 billion comprising:
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metallic minerals ($1.65 billion or 51.4 per cent with nickel accounting for 36.8 per cent, copper 30.9 per cent, gold 15.6 per cent, zinc 10 per cent, silver 2.5 per cent and other metals 4.2 per cent of the total value of metals); 
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industrial minerals ($188 million or 5.9 per cent); and 
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petroleum ($1.36 billion or 42.7 per cent).  

In 2011, capital expenditures on mining and petroleum development totalled an estimated $1.3 billion and the industries accounted for approximately seven per cent of provincial GDP and about 13 per cent of total exports.  Annual employment averages 5,800 people directly and many more through the service sector and spinoff businesses.

Manitoba has seven metal-mining operations with Vale’s Thompson nickel complex, Hudbay’s Flin Flon zinc-copper facility and San Gold Corporation’s Rice Lake mining complex at Bissett the top producers. 

Manitoba’s mining industry continues to grow, with two new mines under construction ( Hudbay Minerals’ Lalor and Reed projects near Snow Lake and a number of projects advancing towards mine development.  The Lalor mine will be a primary producer of copper, zinc and gold with the first full-year of production expected in 2015.  Full production at the Reed Copper Project, a joint venture with VMS Ventures, is anticipated in 2014. 

Other exploration projects advancing towards mine development:

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
Mega Precious Metals’ Monument Bay gold project near Red Sucker Lake; 
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Victory Nickel’s Minago open-pit project for nickel and frac sand northwest of Lake Winnipeg; 
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Mustang Minerals’ Makwa project for nickel and platinum group elements east of Lac du Bonnet; 
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QMX Gold Corporation’s project to reopen the Snow Lake gold mine (formerly the New Britannia mine);
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Auriga Gold’s Maverick project to reopen the Puffy Lake gold mine near Sherridon; and
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Carlisle Goldfields’ project to reopen the Lynn Lake gold mine. 
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Manitoba’s mining advantages:
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Renewal of the Mineral Exploration Assistance Program in April 2011 for another three years.  This program provides funding of $1.5 million through one offering per year for a total of $4.5 million over the three-year period.  Since 1995, Manitoba has invested a total of $28.9 million through its Mineral Exploration Assistance Program to support 755 exploration projects.  These projects have generated $252.3 million in company spending for exploration in the province.
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Additional funding of $1.2 million over the next three years for the Manitoba Geoscience Advantage Program, which is providing new geoscience information to support mineral exploration in the province.
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A progressive mining tax rate of 10, 15 or 17 per cent based on profits and other mining tax incentives making Manitoba among the most competitive mining tax regimes in Canada.
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An increased Mineral Exploration Tax Credit to 30 per cent in 2010 offering Manitoba tax payers the most generous mineral exploration tax credit in the country.  
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The new online Integrated Mining and Quarrying System (iMaQs), which streamlines the administration processes under Manitoba’s mining legislation and allows companies to manage their mineral dispositions from anywhere in the world at any time. 
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Online access to geoscientific and mineral tenure information on Manitoba’s mineral and petroleum resources, enhanced through the new GIS Map Gallery which has been completely redesigned to improve the quality and the stability of the service.
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The opening on Sept. 28 of the new Northern Manitoba Mining Academy located in Flin Flon and Thompson.  The academy, established by the Manitoba government in collaboration with industry and educational institutions, and municipal and federal governments, includes state-of-the-art mining simulators and will provide a regional hub for the development and administration of mining and geoscience training across the north.

 SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h 
The Northern Essential-Skills Training Initiative, through which Manitoba continues to work with the Northern Manitoba Sector Council to deliver training initiatives to address skill shortages in the mining sector.  
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The spending of more than $84 million to date on the ongoing rehabilitation of orphaned and abandoned mine sites across the province.
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MANITOBA OPERATING MINES AS OF NOV. 5
	Company
	Mine
	Location
	Date Opened
	Major Metals, Minerals Mined

	HudBay Minerals, Inc.
	777 Mine
	Flin Flon
	2000
	copper, zinc

	HudBay Minerals, Inc.
	Chisel North Mine
	Snow Lake
	1998
	copper, zinc

	San Gold Corporation
	Rice Lake Mine
	Bissett
	2006
	gold

	San Gold Corporation
	Hinge-007 Mine
	Bissett
	2009
	gold

	Tantalum Mining Corporation of Canada, Ltd.
	Tanco Mine
	Lac du Bonnet
	1969
	cesium

	Vale 
	Thompson mine T1 and T3
	Thompson
	1958
	nickel, copper

	Vale 
	Birchtree Mine
	Thompson
	1968
	nickel, copper


Manitoba also produces cobalt, platinum group metals and silver which are byproducts of other mined metals or minerals.
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