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Year of Music activities include: 

· celebrations at The Forks on New Year’s Eve with the kickoff Year of Music concert from 6 to 9 p.m., followed by a dance party with local DJs, coinciding with The Forks’ 25th anniversary celebrations;
· national music events hosted in Manitoba under the Year of Music brand will be promoted including the JUNOs (March), Aboriginal Peoples Choice Music Awards (September), BreakOut West music festival and Western Canadian Music Awards (October);
· promotional partnerships will be developed with local music festivals across the province including the Winnipeg Folk Fest, Brandon Folk Fest, Dauphin Country Fest, Festival du Voyageur, the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra (WSO), Jazz Winnipeg Festival, Harvest Moon Festival and many others;

· the Year of Music website (www.yearofmusic.ca) will be developed to provide a 
one-stop-shop for up-to-date information that is fully integrated with Manitoba Music’s live music calendar at www.manitobamusic.com and further enhancing access to information about music shows and events with a Manitoba Music Live smart phone app to be made available for download;

· Travel Manitoba and Tourism Winnipeg will feature the Year of Music as one of their key reasons to visit Manitoba and Winnipeg in 2014;

· Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries, the presenting sponsor of Year of Music, will create a new concert series with the WSO and host a number of musical events during the week of the JUNOs at the new Club Regent Event Centre, a state-of-the-art entertainment venue; 

· Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries will partner with Manitoba Music to offer enhanced promotional opportunities to many small music venues throughout the province;

· effective Jan. 1, new liquor laws will encourage small live music venues including removing the requirement that cabarets have a capacity of 200 persons or larger and removing the outdated rule that prohibits a performance original mixed music by a DJ from being considered live entertainment; and
· once new legislation is proclaimed, restaurants and hotels will be able to operate occasionally throughout the Year of Music as live entertainment venues under more flexible licensing rules. 
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