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MANITOBA’S ONGOING INVESTMENTS, ADDITIONAL STAFF AND TRAINING 
FOR CHILD PROTECTION IN THE PROVINCE

Following the discovery of Phoenix Sinclair’s death in 2006, the Manitoba government launched internal and external reviews that resulted in more than 295 recommendations to improve Manitoba’s child welfare system.  Most of the recommendations, 95 per cent, have been completed and work on the others is well underway.  Today more workers, with more training and better tools for early intervention, are protecting vulnerable children.

Since 2006, under Changes for Children, a multi-year plan of action, the province has:

· more than doubled child welfare funding to about $443 million a year toward areas such as improved care and prevention efforts for children as well as workload relief and training for staff;

· added more than 280 new positions to support workloads and front-line workers in the child protection system;

· implemented new, internationally recognized risk assessment tools to ensure workers do consistent and thorough risk assessments;

· brought in more than 40 new and stronger standards including an ‘every child seen every time’ standard and passed Gage’s Law to reinforce to workers that child safety is the highest priority;

· increased access to key training opportunities for child protection workers;

· renewed emphasis on early intervention and helping families in crisis create more stable and nurturing homes with grants being provided to community groups under the Neighbourhoods Alive! program to support drop-in centres for parents and preschoolers, as well as parenting workshops;

· made significant investments in social and affordable housing including the completion of 1,500 new social housing unit and 1,500 affordable units to be finished soon and, over the next three years, 500 more social housing units and 500 more affordable rental units to be completed, in addition to an investment of $100 million annually to restore and redevelop its own housing units;
· helped bring more than 5,500 new foster care and emergency spaces into the child welfare system for children at risk and increased foster care funding rates by more than 
20 per cent;

· provided home visiting supports for approximately 1,500 families a year, concentrating on building positive parent/child relationships as part of the Families First program;
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· trained more than 2,000 practitioners in the Triple P – Positive Parenting Program to help promote healthy parent/child interactions and relationships and to prevent harm to children;

· helped establish the Winnipeg Children’s Advocacy Centre, a community-based program to meet the unique needs of children who are abused;

· launched Tracia’s Trust to help combat sexual exploitation of children, youth and adults in Manitoba including:

· implementing more prevention initiatives, 

· developing a fuller continuum of services for victims, 

· increasing public awareness, and 

· making offenders more accountable;
· passed the Poverty Reduction Strategy Act and invested in important initiatives and programs to reduce poverty, especially for families with children, such as:

· boosting the number of licensed child-care spaces; 

· helping employment income assistance participants find and keep good jobs including a focus on single parents; and

· increasing portable rent subsidies (Rent Aid) to help low-income Manitobans; and
· started a new initiative, Block By Block, to improve neighbourhood safety through intensive, co-ordinated, community-based services to help prevent individuals and families from falling into crises and involvement with the law.  Service providers, both government and non-government, have been established in the community to assist and support those at a high risk of harming themselves or others and require supports beyond what one agency can provide.  The provincial government has committed $600,000 over three years to the project, in a 21-block neighbourhood in the William Whyte area of Winnipeg.
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