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2013 MANITOBA EXCELLENCE IN SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS WINNER PROJECT DETAILS
Action on Climate Change, Air Quality and Energy Efficiency

The University of Winnipeg
The university reduced greenhouse-gas emissions to six per cent below 1990 levels through an institution-wide effort to manage and plan for future emission impacts.  The university continues to show strong leadership and innovation in greenhouse-gas emission tracking, management and reporting. 

Honourable Mention

Aki Energy, Winnipeg

This First Nations non-profit social enterprise trains and employs people from First Nations to install geothermal energy systems in their communities.  In the first year of operations, Aki Energy trained 28 local workers to retrofit 112 homes with geothermal systems, resulting in utility bill reductions of between $125,000 and $150,000 per year.

Sustainability in Water and Natural Area Stewardship

École St. Avila School Ground Greening Project, Winnipeg

The school and Ground Greening Committee collaborated to construct a natural drainage system to manage storm water run-off.  This bio-retention system addresses drainage issues, increases the protection of the surrounding environment, provides greater natural play opportunities and allows for educational outreach opportunities within the community. 

Honourable Mention

Waterhen Lake Commercial Fishermen’s Association
This association is committed to achieving Marine Stewardship Council eco-certification for the Waterhen Lake fishery.  Waterhen Lake commercial fishers have been instrumental in developing and implementing the Waterhen Lake Fishery Management Plan required for meeting the eco-certification requirements.   

Sustainability in Pollution Prevention and Product Stewardship

Fruit Share volunteers and fruit owners, Winnipeg

This non-profit volunteer organization engages community members in harvesting, sharing and making good use of un-harvested fruit growing in backyards in Manitoba.  Fruit Share aims to enhance food security, increase access to healthy food and share knowledge of food preservation and maintenance, while reducing food waste and potential landfill use.
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Education for Sustainability

Lord Nelson School, Winnipeg

Lord Nelson School is a north-end elementary school integrating sustainability into classroom instruction, extra-curricular and community programs, and students’ daily lives.  Projects include an outdoor classroom, which educates students, staff and community members about sustainability, and student groups that support human rights and act as ambassadors for Winnipeg Harvest.

Honourable Mention

Curt Belton, Winnipeg

Belton is the principal of Rockwood School in Winnipeg where he supports and initiates sustainability projects that educate students, staff and the community at large.  He also shares his knowledge of and commitment to education for sustainable development through workshops for schools, teachers and administrators.

Innovation and Research for Sustainability

Exner E-Waste Processing Inc., Morden 

This newly established company has made a valuable contribution to recycling in Manitoba.  The company’s environmentally friendly and advanced technology processes electronic and non‑electronic waste mechanically and recovers it from the waste stream. 

Champion for Sustainability

Lauren Sawchuk, Winnipeg

Sawchuk is a home economics teacher at Sisler High School who has implemented many projects to increase sustainability at the school and in her students’ lives including gardening, composting and an improved recycling program.  Her after-school cooking program uses local, organic and fair-trade ingredients including produce from the school garden. 

Honourable Mention

Kara Dennis, Dominion City

Dennis is an outdoor environmental education and art teacher at Roseau Valley School in Dominion City.  She engages her school and the community in sustainability and outdoor education initiatives including the development of a natural play space and improvements to school-wide waste reduction and recycling efforts. 
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Sustainable Community

Folly Forest at Strathcona School, Winnipeg 

Folly Forest is an outdoor classroom and natural playground for students at Strathcona School in Winnipeg’s inner-city.  This sustainable and inclusive playground is the result of collaboration between Straub Thurmayr Landscape Architects and Urban Designers, students and staff at Strathcona School, and the Winnipeg School Division.

Outstanding Achievement 

Food Matters Manitoba, Winnipeg

Food Matters Manitoba is a non-profit organization that encourages Manitobans toward healthy, sustainable and fair-food lifestyles to create environmentally, economically and socially sustainable communities.  Initiatives include the development of the Manitoba Food Charter, the annual Growing Local Conference and the Dig in Challenge, which educates Manitobans about the benefits of locally made food. 
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