
BACKGROUNDER
TRANS CANADA TRAIL (TCT)

The Trans Canada Trail (TCT) is a free, multi-use recreational trail that promotes the enjoyment of six preferred activities:  walking/hiking, cycling, paddling, horseback riding, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. 

The TCT was launched in 1992 as a legacy project for Canada’s 125th anniversary.  The trail today is currently 80 per cent connected and consists of a network of over 400 distinct sections in every province and territory, showcasing urban, rural and wilderness areas, and offering explorers a unique cultural and historical experience.

Since 1992, the Trans Canada Trail has been working with provincial and territorial partners and all levels of government to develop the national trail, linking Canadians from coast to coast to coast, on a bold mission to fully connect the national trail by 2017, Canada’s 150th birthday, and to being becoming the natural stage for celebrating our majestic landscapes and the proud Canadian journey. 

A number of cross-country trails exist throughout the world, such as the American Discovery Trail and the Continental Divide Trails in the United States; the Transpanama Trail in Panama; and the Te Araroa Trail in New Zealand.  However, no other cross-country trail is as long as the Trans Canada Trail.

Current Trail Connection by Province/Territory: 

· Newfoundland and Labrador – 100 per cent,
· Prince Edward Island – 100 per cent,
· Nova Scotia – 38 per cent,
· New Brunswick – 61 per cent,
· Quebec – 97 per cent,
· Ontario – 73 per cent, 

· Manitoba – 92 per cent,
· Saskatchewan – 71 per cent,
· Alberta – 59 per cent, 

· British Columbia – 80 per cent,
· Northwest Territories – 99 per cent,
· Yukon – 99 per cent, and
· Nunavut – 99 per cent.
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Quick Facts:

· National trail connection: 80 per cent.
· Current length of TCT:  18,777 kilometres.
· Projected length of TCT in 2017:  23,605 km.
· Remaining trail gaps:  4,828 km.
· 74 per cent of the TCT is on land.
· 26 per cent of the TCT is on water.
· The TCT connects nearly 1,000 municipalities and over 15,000 communities.
· 80 per cent of Canadians live within 30 minutes of the trail.
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