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CO-CHAIR BIOGRAPHIES
Chief Ron Evans is the chief of Norway House Cree Nation.  Evans has shown significant leadership in bringing together First Nations communities in Manitoba that have immediate or potential mineral development opportunities and have expressed interest in participating in resource development projects.  Evans was the co-chair of the Minister’s Mining Advisory Council under the previous Manitoba government.  He is the former vice-chief of Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKO) and held various portfolios including Natural Resources and Economic Development.  Evans is also a former grand chief of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs. 

Jim Downey is former deputy premier of Manitoba and held several cabinet posts including minister of northern affairs responsible for native affairs and natural resources, minister of rural development, minister responsible for energy and mines, and minister of industry, trade and tourism.  He has extensive experience working with northern First Nations communities and was instrumental in finalizing comprehensive settlements to resolve outstanding claims under the Northern Flood Agreement. 
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