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CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES

REFORM DEFINITIONS

Block funding

Block funding is a method of paying child welfare agencies fixed funding for child maintenance and allowing the agencies the flexibility to allocate that funding between protection and prevention activities to better meet the needs of children, youth and families.  It is designed to increase effectiveness of funding through greater focus on prevention activities leading better outcomes, lower number of children in care and lower overall child welfare spending.

Customary care

Customary care is care provided to an Indigenous child in a way that recognizes and reflects the unique customs of the child’s Indigenous community.  It is a fundamental component of the First Nations’ approach to child welfare that supports Indigenous communities to care for their own children and participate collectively in planning for them.
Family group conferencing 

The family group conferencing model is based on the knowledge and practices of New Zealand’s Indigenous Maori people.  Family group conferencing engages with families and empowers them to be involved in their own planning and decision-making.  It can serve as a foundational approach in services and programs.  

Subsidized guardianship

Guardianship is a legal process where care and control of a child is formally transferred via a court process from a parent to another adult (spousal care in separation and divorce is referred to as custody).  In child welfare, agencies receive time-limited guardianship through a court process (temporary or permanent orders).  For private arrangements, there is no time limit necessary.  Any person with a significant relationship to a child can apply for guardianship, whether or not the child is in care.  Some jurisdictions in North America provide support services to children with special needs and income-tested financial assistance to caregivers, including relatives, who assume guardianship of children in care. 

Signs of Safety

Signs of Safety is a leading child welfare practice adopted by many child welfare systems across the world that uses solution-focused strategies to engage families when there are child protection concerns.  Signs of Safety draws a clear distinction between harm, danger and complicating factors when making assessments and developing case plans.  Interventions emphasize collaborative planning with families, even when children need to be removed.  Workers learn specific techniques to engage with families and develop safety networks to support them.
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