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2017 SUSTAINABILITY AWARD WINNERS
Champion for Sustainability

ft3 Architecture Landscape Interior Design, Winnipeg

ft3 provides full architectural, landscape and interior design services for projects primarily located in Manitoba.  Focusing on health and wellness, corporate office environments and complex multi-unit residential projects, ft3 is committed to design that is socially and environmentally responsible.  In addition to applying the principles of sustainability to their design projects, ft3 has made it a priority to integrate sustainable practices into their office environment.  

Champion for Sustainability Honourable Mention
Macintosh Balacano, Winnipeg

For the past seven years, Balacano has been working in the telecommunications industry to advance sustainability in telecommunications products and services.  A significant portion of Balacano’s work focuses on minimizing and managing environmental risks, and harm to the environment.  Balacano believes the true meaning of sustainability fully encompasses social sustainability as much as the environment, and he is extremely passionate about various social issues in his community.  He volunteers with numerous organizations that represent his values, passions and interests.

Outstanding Achievement

Green Action Centre, Winnipeg

Green Action Centre is a non-profit environmental organization based in Winnipeg.  Through its programs, services and events, Green Action Centre’s reach extends into communities all across Manitoba.  The Green Action Centre works to promote greener living through environmental education and encouraging practical green solutions for homeowners, workplaces, schools and communities.  Its primary areas of activity include green commuting, composting and waste, sustainable living and resource conservation.  Through education and action, Green Action Centre strives to help Manitobans implement down-to-earth solutions to live green and live well at home, work and school.
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Sustainability in Water and Natural Area Stewardship

Association of Manitoba Community Pastures, Minnedosa

The Association of Manitoba Community Pastures (AMCP) is committed to ensuring that Manitoba’s community pastures provide valuable grazing land for cattle producers as well as protect some of the last remaining natural prairie ecosystems in the province.  The AMCP operates 20 community pastures, covering over 350,000 acres and represents some of the largest contiguous blocks of native grasslands remaining in the province.  Benefits of the program include water filtration and retention, carbon sequestration, soil conservation and protection of wetlands and wildlife habitat. 

Sustainability in Water and Natural Area Stewardship Honourable Mention
Manitoba Beef Producers, Species at Risk Partnership on Agricultural Lands Initiative, Winnipeg 

The Manitoba Beef Producers has taken the lead role in implementing land conservation programming to support the challenge of enhancing habitats for species at risk in agricultural landscapes.  After only one year of operation, the program has already influenced over 4,000 hectares.  Some of the highest priority ‘at-risk’ grassland bird species will be positively impacted by changes to grazing practices which are also expected to improve long-term productivity for cattle producers.  These changes also improve water infiltration to soils, carbon sequestration and habitat enhancements that will benefit biological diversity well beyond the species at risk.

Education for Sustainability

Happy Thought School, East Selkirk

Students and staff at Happy Thought School have made it a priority to integrate the principles of sustainability into their education programs.  This has resulted in many waste-reduction and recycling initiatives which have helped the school population learn how to incorporate sustainability into their everyday lives.  Highlights include the school’s outdoor classroom with gardening beds, where students learn to grow vegetables which are later used in school meals and snacks.  A group of students representing the school also participated in the 2017 Youth Encouraging Sustainability conference where they were able to share their initiatives with others.
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Education for Sustainability Honourable Mention
Wayoata School Greening Project, Winnipeg

The Wayoata School Community Council established the Wayoata School Greening Project with the overall vision of creating a comfortable, healthy and exciting outdoor environment for the students and general community.  The greening project transformed a flat, barren, 1.5-acre field into a rich learning environment with diverse habitats for plants, birds and insects.  This community asset provides the school population and the surrounding neighbourhood with an opportunity to experience the environmental, social and aesthetic benefits of nature.

Sustainability in Pollution Prevention

Riverdale Place Workshop Inc., Arborg

Riverdale Place Workshop Inc. is a not-for-profit, vocational training and activity centre for adults living with disabilities.  Riverdale Place runs a recycling program which collects materials from businesses in the town of Arborg.  The program also provides weekly curbside household pickup for recyclables in the town of Arborg and the village of Riverton.  In addition to reducing the volume of waste sent to the municipal landfill, this program also benefits the community by providing an opportunity for employment and positive community involvement for the workshop’s clients.

Sustainable Community

City of Dauphin

The City of Dauphin has made it a priority to consider sustainable practices in all of their decision-making and have implemented many new initiatives to ensure they integrate sustainability into all aspects of the community and its day-to-day operations.  Its goal was simple:  become a leader in sustainability.  Initiatives undertaken by the community have included waste diversion, recycling, yard waste and composting.  The community has also taken steps to reduce its citizen’s consumption of electricity, natural gas, potable water and fossil fuels.  

Innovation for Sustainability

Prairie Architects Inc. & Seven Oaks School Division, Winnipeg

Prairie Architects Inc. partnered with the Seven Oaks School Division in the design of the Amber Trails Community School.  The Amber Trails School achieved LEED Platinum certification, making it the first school in Manitoba and only the second in Canada to receive this prestigious level of sustainable excellence.  In addition to its innovative, energy-efficient design features, this new facility exemplifies a sustainable approach to development, as it is used as a teaching tool not only for students and staff but also for the larger community.  The school also functions as the neighbourhood’s community centre and library.  The building’s sustainable design features have been integrated into the students’ daily learning activities, thus raising their awareness of energy conservation, resource consumption and waste generation.
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