 
Manitoba’s Strategy To Prevent 
Sexual Exploitation of Children and Youth

Manitoba’s strategy is directed through the Healthy Child Committee of Cabinet with Manitoba Family Services and Housing as the lead department, and focuses on prevention and increasing awareness of the issue with Manitobans.  Interventions are also part of the strategy, as research shows that sexually-exploited youth respond better to programs tailored to individual needs.  

This year, more than $1.6 million in provincial funding will support the strategy, which builds on work being done already by community groups and fills gaps in service identified by local agencies.

The Healthy Child Committee of Cabinet is the only cabinet committee in Canada dedicated to children and youth.  Partner agencies in the provincial strategy include Child Find Manitoba, New Directions for Children, Youth, Adults and Families, RESOLVE – University of Manitoba and Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata.

Implemented Initiatives

Intervention:

· A commitment has been made to establish Child Safe Organizations, an initiative that will develop and implement the program provincewide.  A comprehensive child-protection kit will be created to help organizations reduce the risk of sexual abuse by improving recruitment of staff and volunteers, creating child protection policies, and identifying and responding to potential abuse.
· A six-bed safe transition home in Winnipeg, Honoring the Spirit of our Little Sisters, is operated by Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre for females aged 13 to 17 who have been and are at risk for continued sexual exploitation.  
· Residential child-care facilities at Marymound Inc. has been enhanced including six beds that provide specialized services for young women aged 14 to 17 who have been sexually exploited.

· An outreach project to help reduce the number of runaway youth who are at increased risk of sexual exploitation has been expanded.  Additional positions at Marymound and the Manitoba Association of Residential Treatment Resources have been added to the existing program from Knowles Centre.  

· Understanding and Caring for Sexually Exploited Youth, a six-day training program, has already trained 80 front-line community workers.
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· Funding has been increased for Transition and Education Resources for Females, an education, prevention, transition and holistic healing initiative for children, women and transgender individuals who have been or are at risk of being sexually exploited.
Prevention:
· Neighbourhood Solutions – a new resource book to help communities address the sex trade on a local basis.
· Kids in the Know – kindergarten to Grade 12 personal safety lessons introduced to school divisions in Manitoba by Child Find Manitoba.

· Tipi Teachings – the Ndawiin Community Council's prevention curriculum funded with $99,700.

· The North End Safer School Corridor Project – funded with $82,500 to allow Mount Carmel Clinic to provide safe passage for children attending seven schools in Winnipeg's north end and provide health services, counselling and meals to help women leaving the sex trade. 

· Reality Check – an information campaign targeted at educating johns on the harm of the sex trade supported by the Winnipeg Police Service, Salvation Army and Sage House.
· Restoring the Sacred – a student buddy support pilot project for northern youth relocating to Winnipeg to complete high school.
Legislation and Enforcement:

· Increased penalties for child protection offences including sexual exploitation in the Child and Family Services Act and implementation of a new prosecution policy to get effective deterrent sentences. 
· A strengthened Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act to allow closure of properties used for sexual exploitation of children and allow closure of prostitution bases of operation and increased the number of investigators.

· New driver licence suspensions for johns convicted of prostitution-related offences with a vehicle – one year for first conviction and two years for subsequent convictions within 10 years.
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