

VEHICLE IMMOBILIZERS IN MANITOBA
Manitoba Public Insurance data shows auto theft rates have declined in recent months.  Total 2007 thefts to date in Manitoba have dropped 25 per cent and Winnipeg has seen declines in theft in each of the last six months.  Rates of attempted theft have also fallen in recent months.  While recent figures are encouraging, the province is committed to continued action to tackle auto theft and enhance public safety.  Requiring approved immobilizers in all most-at-risk vehicles is the latest step in Manitoba’s fight against auto theft.

A History of Immobilizers in Manitoba

July 2003

· Federal government announces that anti-theft immobilizers will be required in all new vehicles built after Sept. 1, 2007 for sale in Canada.
· No incentives offered.
· These vehicles qualify for an insurance discount at the national level through the national rating system.
June 2005

· Immobilizer Incentive Program introduced with goal of theft-proofing 90 per cent of Winnipeg vehicles within five years.
· Program open to all vehicles.
· Provided:

· Guarantee a price of $280 (taxes included) for the purchase and standard installation of an immobilizer that meets the Canadian standard. 

· Pay $140 (in most cases, half) of the installation cost. 

· Provide an interest-free loan for the balance (financed up to five years).
· Reduce the Autopac premium for protected vehicles by $40 annually.
April 2006

· Immobilizer Incentive Plan continues for all vehicles in Manitoba.
· Manitoba Public Insurance targets vehicles with a proven record of theft by creating a most- at-risk list (MaR).
· These vehicles represent just 10 per cent of the vehicles on the road but account for 62 per cent of the thefts.
· Manitoba Public Insurance provides these vehicle owners with:

· No cost immobilizer that meets the Canadian standard.
· No cost standard installation.
· Five years of interest-free financing on any additional costs if a vehicle has a remote starter.
· Reduction of the Autopac premium for protected vehicles by $40 annually.
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September 2006

· Immobilizer Incentive Plan continues for all vehicles in Manitoba.
· MaR program continues. 

· Provincial government requires MaR vehicles that are stolen and MaR vehicles entering into Manitoba for the first time to have an immobilizer that meets the national standard before they can be registered and insured in Manitoba.
· Vehicles qualify for no cost immobilizers.
· Vehicle owners given priority appointments.
· Installation co-ordinated as part of repair for MaR vehicles that have been stolen.
March 2007

· Reflecting on-going theft trends, the MaR list is expanded and owners are informed that they are now at greater risk of theft and they qualify for the no-cost immobilizers on a voluntary basis.
To Date

· Manitoba Public Insurance has sent out more than 560,000 direct mail letters to owners of MaR vehicle owners informing them:

· Of the no-cost program.
· Of the risk to the community that stolen vehicles pose.
· That other vehicle owners are subsidizing their theft costs.
· That Manitoba Public Insurance would take additional steps if a voluntary program did not work.
· Anyone who owns a MaR vehicle has received at least one and in many cases up to seven letters.
· More than 66,000 Manitobans have participated and installed aftermarket immobilizers – 85 per cent are MaR vehicle owners.
· About 27,000 MaR vehicles in Winnipeg remain unprotected and another 20,000 vehicles have a one in 60 or worse odds of theft.
· MaR vehicles in Winnipeg and that commute to Winnipeg continue to make up more than 50 per cent of the thefts in the province.
· National certification ensures the integrity of the immobilizer unit and the installations performed by technicians that have been specially trained.
· Fewer than 1.5 per cent of the installations have resulted in an customer warranty concerns.
· Proactive Quality Assurance program ensures every concern is recorded and tracked to resolution.
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September 1, 2007

· Federal Mandatory Program ensures all new vehicles sold in Canada are protected from auto theft.
· These newer protected vehicles currently represent 27.3 per cent of the Manitoba vehicle fleet. 

· By September, 2008 there will be 129,837 vehicles protected with factory installed immobilizers in Manitoba.
· Program will take up to 10 years to take hold in Manitoba because of the age of the provincial vehicle fleet.
· Provincial Mandatory Program ensures 47,000 MaR vehicles are protected with immobilizers that meet the national standard in 2006.
· Program means that by September 2008, there will be 95,952 older vehicles protected with aftermarket immobilizers.
· Overall, nearly 60 per cent of the Winnipeg and commuter fleet will be protected from auto theft within the year.
The Mandatory Program

· Applies to owners of MaR vehicles registered in Winnipeg or to commute to Winnipeg (Territories 1 and 5).
· MaR owners will qualify for:

· No cost immobilizer that meets the Canadian standard.
· No cost standard installation.
· Five years of interest-free financing on any additional costs if a vehicle has a remote starter.
· $80 insurance discount in the first year ($40 insurance discount upon installation and another $40 when they complete their annual renewal) and $40 annual discount every year after.
· To ensure all vehicle owners can be protected before their renewal, immobilizer appointments will be staged according to registration and insurance renewal dates.
· Manitoba Public Insurance will inform these MaR owners when they can call for an installation appointment within 120 days of their renewal date.
· Because renewals are staggered throughout the year, this process will allow for about 200 vehicle owners a day to have an immobilizer installed before their renewal date.
· There will be processes to manage MaR vehicle owners who are out of the province for extended periods when their renewal is due.  
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