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MANITOBA MINING CONVENTION OVERVIEW
Targeted courses and workshops include the annual Aboriginal mining workshop, a workshop on 3-D modelling of the Flin Flon exploration camp and a short course on gold in Manitoba.

Industry presentations will include:
· Crowflight Minerals’ update on Manitoba’s newest mine, the Bucko Lake nickel mine at Wabowden.  The mine is poised to reach full commercial production in early 2009.  The mine will employ up to 200.

· Updates on exploration projects currently ongoing for copper-zinc by Murgor Resources near Flin Flon, Kria Resources at the Ruttan mine near Leaf Rapids and Halo Resources at Sherridon; for nickel by Mustang Minerals in southeastern Manitoba; and for platinum group metals by Marathon PGM Corporation also in southeastern Manitoba.

Presentations by Manitoba’s geological survey and mining companies will focus on Manitoba’s gold potential in traditional gold mining districts like Snow Lake, Rice Lake and Lynn Lake. 
Presentations by environmental engineering and consulting firms will provide:

· An update on the High-Hazard Abandoned Mine Sites Rehabilitation Program in Manitoba.  To date, the province has spent approximately $12.5 million on rehabilitation work at sites across the province.  By the end of the fiscal year, another $12 million in spending is planned.
· A description of best practices and the work being done to rehabilitate orphaned and abandoned mine sites at Lynn Lake, Snow Lake, Sherridon and various other sites. 

· An update on an environmental engineering study for the expansion of the tailings facility at the HBMS plant in Flin Flon.

This year’s fifth annual Aboriginal workshop will focus on exploring partnership potential and fostering cross-cultural understanding to increase Aboriginal participation in mining.
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