
 UNIT NUMBER: 
 
S.S./R.M.S.  NASCOPIE  AREA OF SERVICE: LABRADOR/EASTERN ARCTIC/HUDSON BAY; 

NEWFOUNDLAND SEAL FISHERY  (1912-1930) 
(Pronounced Naskawpee or Nascohpee; name of Labrador people)               FRENCH GOVERNMENT BUSINESS  (1916-1921) 

GREENLAND & CARIBBEAN  (1940-1942) 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:   EASTERN ARCTIC PATROL  (1933-1947) 

Steel Screw Semi-Icebreaker 
 
Construction: 

Designer and builder:  G.S. Goodwin & Co., Liverpool;   

Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, Neptune Works, Wallsend-on-Tyne 

Dimensions: Length - 285' Beam – 43’ Depth of Hold - 20' 

Draft:  Light - 9' & 12'4" Loaded - 21'7" & 24' 

Number of passengers:  50 Number of crew:   45-50 

Plans:  A.12/FT 332/1a, fo. 26;   A.12/FT 332/2, fo. 40, 105-106; G.3/931 (2 Plans); 

         A.109/39, sheets 5-9; A.109/40, sheet 1; RG3/5l/27, sheets 1-18; Photo Collection RG3/26F/1;  

Specifications, A.l2/FT 332/2, fo. 108-178; Builders' model, HBC Museum Collection 

Power:   Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson triple-expansion engines; 2300 BHP 

Registered:   St. John's, 1912-1916 (#13 in 1912) London, 1916-1947 #129922 

Speed:   12/13 knots 

Tonnage:   Gross - 2520.8 Net - 1520.88 Deadweight - 129770 cu. ft. 
 
HISTORY: 

1911      Hudson’s Bay Company & Job Brothers of St. John's formed The Nascopie Steamship Co. Ltd. 

1911/12 Built at Neptune Works, Wallsend-on-Tyne 

1912/30  Supply vessel in Eastern Arctic; Newfoundland Seal Fishery 

1916     Hudson’s Bay Company purchased Job Brother's shares in Nascopie Steamship Co. Ltd. 

1916/21 French Government Business;   France-White Sea [1916-1919] 

1921       Transported reindeer herd and Lapp herders from Norway to Baffin Land 

1931/32 Laid up; refitted to accommodate tourists 

1933/47 Made last Bay voyage from Britain in 1933; wintered in Montreal & served as supply vessel & Eastern Arctic Patrol vessel 

1937     Made combined transit of North-West Passage with M.S. Aklavik 

1939     Made voyage to Britain for refit 

1940/42 Made voyages under charter to Greenland and Caribbean 

1947      Wrecked on an uncharted reef at entrance to Cape Dorset harbour 
 
MASTERS:    

1912 -  A. Cleveland Smith      

1913-1914   J. Meikle (Michael)      

1914           A.C. Smith 

1915-1917  Edmund Mack      

1917-1919   Thomas Smellie    

1919-1921  G.H. Mead 

1921-1922 L.J. Evans   

1922-1925   Thomas Smellie   

1926            F. Walker 

1927            E. Mack 

1928-1930 J.W. Murray     

1933-1945   Thomas Smellie    
1946-1947   James Waters 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: See Page 3 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND DOCUMENTARY ART: See Page 3 
 
REFERENCES:   See Reverse Side (Page 2) 
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REFERENCES:  MICROFILM REELS: 

SECTION A: 
A.12/FT 332/1a-3b Correspondence      1911-1918 (846-848) 
A.92/16/1-20 Correspondence   1922-1931 (1036-1037) 

SECTION A VESSELS DEPARTMENT: 
A.105/19 Charter Parties & Manifests 1922-1930 
A.105/34-46 Correspondence 1924-1934 
A.105/47 General Information 1915-1930 
A.106/5/1-13 Vessel's Reports 1921-1930 
A.107/3/1-3 Voyage Records 1922-1924 
A.108/5/1-102 Logs 1922-1930 
A.109/29-30  Movements of Steamers 1916-1930 
A.109/31-3 Miscellaneous Records 1921-1933 

SECTION C: 
C.4/1 Book of Ships' Movements 1912-1929 
 SALE AND COM. 
HB2007/046            Correspondence, reports, crew lists                                1916-1922 

FRENCH GOVERNMENT RECORDS: 
RG22/5/2671-2672 Correspondence   1915-1922 (9M205) 
RG22/11/8 Voyage Records   1918-1920  
RG22/26/8/38 Ship's Dossier (Archangel)  1918 
RG22/26/9/123-124 Steamer's Documents (Archangel)   1916-1917 

BAY STEAMSHIP COMPANY RECORDS [not completely catalogued]: 
RG4/4/5 Movements of Steamers  1920-1929 
RG4/14/4/37 Advises of Steamers   1916-1920 
RG4/15/55 Charter Parties   1915-1921 
RG4/18/1374-1438 Logs  1915-1922 
RG4/19/35 Vessel's Reports  1921 

CANADIAN COMMITTEE OFFICE RECORDS: 
RG2/7/169 Correspondence (Replacement)  1946-1947 
RG2/7/196-199 Correspondence (General)  1932-1947 
RG2/7/358 Insurance Claims – Hull  1942-1944 
RG2/7/359 Insurance Claims – Loss  1947-1948 
RG2/7/360 Insurance Claims – Personnel  1947-1948 
RG2/7/365 Correspondence (Insurance)   1947-1948 
RG2/8/1259 Correspondence with John Ellison (artist) 1946 -1947 
RG2/8/1286 Correspondence with Harold Beament (artist) 1952 
RG2/13/9 Scrapbook of Press Cuttings   1947 
RG2/17A/25-39 Insurance Claims & Related Documents  1933 -1948 
RG2/71/45 Edmund Mack, "R.M.S. Nascopie" 
RG2/71/49 Edwin Mills, "Completing the Northwest Passage by Canoe, 1937"  
RG2/7l/69 Alex Stevenson, "Nascopie of the North: A Ship's Saga" 

FUR TRADE DEPARTMENT RECORDS: 
RG3/3Z/1 Weekly Reports, 1939 
RG3/4A/18      File on 1937 Voyage 1937 
RG3/5/12 Copy of Log 1914 
RG3/6B/1-29 Logs 1933-1937 
RG3 Series 7 Reports on the Bay Voyage 1922-1923, 1936-1940 
RG3/8/1-2 Purser's Diaries 1918, 1920-1921, 1923 
RG3/20E/1 Transport Office Journal 1938 
RG3/22D/2-3 Journals of Events 1927 & 1930 
RG3/26A/1 Ungava District Manager's Weekly Reports 1937-1939 
RG3/26F/1 Bay Voyage Records 1933-1940 
RG3/48A/12-76 Logs 1938-1946 
RG3/49A/3-12 Abstracts of Master's Log 1937-1946 
RG3/49B/2-12 Abstracts of Engineer's Log 1937-1946 
RG3/51/27 Dossier (inc. "Details of Construction & Equipment") 
RG3/53C/1 Accounts Manual 1946 
RG3/54D/1-7 Master's Books & Crew Lists 1942-1946 
RG3/60/1 Bay Voyage Records 1933-1946 
RG3/66A/608 Miscellaneous Records, 1912, 1938-1947 (inc. charter party, 1912, & scrapbook of press cuttings, 1947) 
E.93/90 John T. Faris: ‘Where Glides the North Wind’; 224 pp; unpublished ms.  on 1940 voyage 
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SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Cassie Brown, Death on the Ice : The Great Newfoundland Sealing Disaster of l9l4, Doubleday: Toronto, 1972;   Terence Shortt,  

Not As The Crow Flies, McClelland & Stewart: Toronto, 1975;   R.H.H. Macaulay, Trading into Hudson's Bay, The Company: 

Winnipeg, 1934;   Roland Wild, Arctic Command: The Story of Smellie of the Nascopie,  Ryerson: Toronto, 1955 

 

From The Beaver ... 

J.J. Ledingham, "Sealing from S.S. Nascopie", March 1925:74-77;   "Farewell to S.S. Nascopie," September 1933, pp. 14-16, 66 

"Still Trading into Hudson's Bay," September 1933, pp. 33 & 66;   Richard Finnie, "Trading into the North-West Passage," 

December 1937, pp. 40-53;   Capt. Edmund Mack, "The Nascopie," September 1938, pp. 5-9;   Capt. Edmund Mack, "Breaking Ice 

for the Allies," December 1938, pp. 20-25;   Capt. Edmund Mack, "Nascopie Downs Submarine," June 1939, pp. 18-21 (rpt. in 

Autumn 1980,  pp. 34-36);  J. Lewis Robinson, "The Battle of Fort Ross," March 1944, pp. 4-7;   J.W. Anderson, "Fort Ross 

Voyage," December 1944, pp. 45-47;  J.W. Anderson, "Nascopie, Veteran of Two Wars," December 1945, pp. 43-45;   J.W. 

Anderson, "Peacetime Voyage," December 1946, pp. 44-47;  C.P. Wilson, "The Nascopie - Story of A Ship," September 1947, pp. 

3-11;  E.W. Mills, "Northwest Passage Mail," Summer 1968, p. 44;   Jeremy Brown, "Varley & Shortt: Their Voyage on the 

Nascopie in l938", Autumn 1978, pp. 54-57;   Terence Shortt, "Arctic Sketchbook, 1938", Winter 1982, pp. 4-13;   Peter Candy, 

"The Nascopie at War," April/May 1989, pp. 32-43;    

 

Other ... 

Henny Nixon, "S.S./R.M.S. Nascopie, 1912-1947: A Biography of A Ship", Argonauta, Vol. 4, No. 3 (September 1987),  pp.  4-5;  

 A. Copland, "The Fate of Arctic Ships," North, May/June 1968, pp. 46-51;  S.S./R.M.S. Nascopie "Patrols of the R.C.M.P., 

1942-1943,"Polar Record, Vol. 4, No. 29 (January 1945), pp. 213-215;   Mark Dickerson, "E.J. (Scotty) Gall,", Arctic, Vol. 41, No. 

2 (June 1988), pp. 156-157;  Anne Morton, Letter to editor re above,  Arctic, Vol. 41, No. 4 (December 1988), p. 331;   Rae 

Thompson, "Canadian Eastern Arctic Mail Service," The American Philatelist, Vol. 93, No. 10 (October  1978), pp. 963-966;   Rae 

Thompson, "Thompson's Nascopie File: Mail Years, 1933-1934," published by the author, 1981;   "A Sea Dog of the North," The 

Bay, Winter 1946-47, p. 29, with line drawing by 'Batch' [A.F. Batchelor;   D.A. Chester, "Arctic Masthead", Trinity College School 

Record, February 1948 (SF)  

 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND DOCUMENTARY ART: 

Head Office Photo Collection, 1987/363- Folders N7, N8, N8A-D; Albums 6, 10, 14, 53; Also in 1962/8, 1981/28, 1981/47, 

1982/15, 1982/41, 1984/31, 1985/36, 1986/25, 1986/37, 1986/64; A.92/16/2, A.92/19/6, RG3/2/1, D.FTR/21, A .J.A Daniels 

 

PAINTINGS:  John Ellison, oil painting in Hudson's Bay Company Collection; published in The Beaver, Autumn 1980, p. 34; 

colour transparency in HBCA Photo Collection;  J.W. Hardcastle, water colour (HBC Museum Collection);   Diorama of Nascopie's 

arrival at Fort Chimo presented to Imperial Institute by Governor Charles Sale in l930 no longer extant;   1935 HBC calendar based 

on A.S. Scott painting "Trading into Hudson's Bay" showing Nascopie & N.B. McLean at Wolstenholme, 1933;   1940 HBC 

calendar, based on Lorene Squire colour photograph, "Shiptime at Pangnirtung," shows only cargo & crowds on shore;  1952 Harold 

Beament painting of 1937 meeting with Aklavik 

 

FILMS:   HBCA Sound & Film Collection F.4 & F.16 (1934 voyage); F.35 (1937 voyage) 

 

ARTIFACTS:   Hudson’s Bay Company Museum Collection 

 

 

NOTE: For information on Nascopie's role in the fur trade, see Series such as A.1 and RG2 Series 1 (Minute Books), A.74 & RG3 

Series 1 & 2 (Fur Trade Reports), RG2/8/546-548 (files on fur trade transport) and RG3 Series 30 (Fur Trade Ledgers). She is often 

mentioned in the autobiographical writings of Company employees and of others who worked and travelled in the Eastern Arctic. 

 

GUIDE TO LOGS: 1914 - RG3/5/12 (copy), 1915-1922 - RG4/18/1374-1438, 1922-1930 - A.108/5/1-102, 1931-1932 - laid up, 

1933-1937 - RG3/6B/1-29, 1938-1946 - RG3/48A/12-76, 1947 - lost with ship 
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