
Dagdick, Elise (CWS)

-----Original Message-
From: darryl beger
Sent: January-19-15 7:00 PM
To: Dagdick, Elise (CWS)
Subject: Re: Preferred route

And how Is the price of our land gonna be decided ? It’s gonna be hard to compare it to the
others around because we are on the highest land on 501 and everything else downhill is wet
or swampy and bushland down the road sold 5 acres for 55,000$. I highly doubt there gonna pay
prices like that we calculated on the route it should be going thought at least 12 acres of
our bush land so I hope there paying for the land ol 3’rPe to the trees and what not . I
am unable to attend the meetings

Darryl beger
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INTRODUCTION

Manitoba Hydro’s proposed Manitoba-Minnesota Transmission Project (the proposed project)

will create significant damage to Manitoba’s environment, the health of Manitobans, and to

Manitoba’s economy. Manitoba Hydro refuses to consider or adopt the alternative of burying

overhead high voltage power transmission lines; an alternative that will mitigate or eliminate this

serious damage potential on the people, natural environment, and economy of Manitoba. Manitoba

Hydro repeatedly refers to outdated and inaccurate data when claiming that burying high voltage

power transmission lines is not cost-effective. Not only is Manitoba Hydro’s cost data vastly incorrect,

but Manitoba Hydro has in the past refused to include the cost to the people, natural environment,

and economy of Manitoba of overhead high voltage power transmission lines.

The Environmental Impact Statement (ElS) required for approval ofthe proposed project

provides Manitobans with an important opportunity to assess the impact of the proposed project on

the people, natural environment, and economy of Manitoba and to compare that cost ifthe high

voltage power transmission lines of the proposed project were buried. For the first time in Manitoba’s

history, Manitobans will receive a complete and comprehensive assessment ofthe true costs of

overhead high voltage transmission lines in comparison to buried high voltage power transmission

lines over the estimated forty to sixty year life of the proposed project.

This assessment will allow the province of Manitoba to require Manitoba Hydro to bury the

high voltage power transmission lines of the proposed project in accordance with provincial, national,

and international standards, using methods that have been tested and implemented throughout the

world. The latest technology in the field of burying high voltage power transmission lines makes this

option extremely cost-effective over the life of the proposed project as well as safer and more reliable
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for the people and natural environment of our province.

This Response is to various sections in the Draft Scoping Document submitted by Manitoba

Hydro on 21 November 2014 that directly impact the people, natural environment and economy of

Manitoba. It is highly recommended that the province of Manitoba require that Manitoba Hydro

provide an EIS based on data that has been assembled independent of Manitoba Hydro, to provide the

people of Manitoba with the most reliable and unbiased data available.

Thompson, Manitoba
6 February 2015
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3.3.4

Operation and Maintenance

In addition to the details related to operation and maintenance, the non-exhaustive list should

include, among other things:

. An independent assessment of the cost of operation and maintenance of the proposed project

over the life of the proposed project;

. An independent assessment of the cost of operation and maintenance of the proposed project

over the life of the proposed project if the high voltage power transmission lines were buried.

8.1.5

____________ ____________

Vegetation and Wetlands

Manitoba Hydro must include independent studies of the projected cost to the province of

Manitoba ofthe destruction ofvast swaths ofvegetation and wetlands due to the proposed project as

well as damage to vegetation and wetlands from the electromagnetic fields generated by the

proposed project.

8.1.6

Wildlife

Manitoba Hydro must include an independent study of the projected death rates of wildlife

including, among others, birds and waterfowl, from Manitoba Hydro’s proposed project and the cost

thereofto the province of Manitoba. The independent study must include an assessment of the

deaths and change in migration patterns ofvarious wildlife attributed to Manitoba Hydro’s high
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voltage power transmission lines, the cost thereofto the province of Manitoba, and the extent to

which the proposed project will significantly reduce the natural balance of wildlife in Manitoba,

endangering our province’s natural wildlife diversity and harming Manitoba’s reputation as a home to

a vast array of wildlife. The independent study must compare the impact on wildlife if the high

voltage transmission lines ofthe proposed project were buried instead of placed on towers as

proposed, and compare the extent to which buried lines and overhead lines kill, harm, or otherwise

alter the natural habits of wildlife and would restore the natural balance of wildlife populations in

Manitoba.

8.2.3

Agriculture

Manitoba Hydro must include an independent study ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on

farmers’ productivity and income and compare that impact to the extent to which farmers’

productivity and income would be affected ifthe proposed project were buried. The independent

study must include the impact ofthe proposed project on farmers’ incomes and on the tax revenue

generated by the province of Manitoba as a result of the proposed project. Consequently, the

assessment proposed by Manitoba Hydro should include an independent assessment to include the

impact ofthe proposed project on Manitoba’s agricultural economy and the costs to Manitoba’s

agricultural economy and to the province of Manitoba ofthe proposed project and compare that

impact to the impact on Manitoba’s agricultural economy if the proposed project was buried.
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8.2.4

Land and Resource Use

The assessment ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on the activities listed in this section of

the draft Scoping Document should be done independent of Manitoba Hydro and should include,

among other things:

. The impact of the EMF generated by the proposed project on the activities listed;

. The impact ofthe proposed project on the activities listed ifthe high voltage power

transmission lines were buried.

8.2.5

_______________ ___

Infrastructure and Services

The assessment ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on infrastructure and services should be

done independent of Manitoba Hydro and should consult the various agencies and organizations

which will potentially be affected by the proposed project. The assessment should compare the

effects ofthe proposed project ofthe proposed project on infrastructure and services ifthe high

voltage power transmission lines erected by Manitoba Hydro as part of the proposed project were

buried versus being installed on towers as proposed.

8.2.6

Employment and Economy

Manitoba Hydro must include an independent assessment ofthe long-term effects ofthe proposed

project on employment and the economy in Manitoba. The assessment must include the effects on
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agriculture, property development, and commercial development of the proposed project and must

compare the effect of the project as proposed on employment and the economy in Manitoba if the

high voltage power transmission lines were buried.

8.2.7

Property and Residential Development

Because the proposed project poses major health risks and right-of-way issues, the proposed

project will significantly reduce property values and the potential for residential and commercial

property development in Manitoba. This will subsequently reduce economic activity in Manitoba and

will reduce the property and sales taxes collected by the province of Manitoba.

Buried high voltage power transmission lines require only a fifteen meters wide right-of-way in

comparison to one hundred meters or more required by high voltage power transmission lines. Thus,

there is a significantly increased potential for property development when high voltage power

transmission lines are buried in contrast to when they are mounted on towers and slung overhead

because buried lines provide an approximately additional eighty-five meters wide right-of-way for

property development runningthe entire length ofthe proposed project. The assessment proposed

by Manitoba Hydro should include an independent assessment to include the impact of the proposed

project on property and residential development in Manitoba as well as the costs to the province of

Manitoba due to the decreased property and residential development ofthe proposed project and

compare that to an assessment of the impact of the proposed project on property and residential

development in Manitoba where the high voltage power transmission lines of the proposed project

are buried.
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8.2.8.1

Aesthetics

Nobody can deny that overhead high voltage power transmission lines are unsightly and ugly

regardless of how Manitoba Hydro presents them. They run the length of our province like giant scars

that tear out Manitoba’s natural beauty for their right-of-way. They mar our magnificent prairie

sunsets and destroy our rare boreal forests. They deny farmers land that can be used to produce crops

and they deny us all the recreational space that is our birthright. The incalculable aesthetic cost to our

province of overhead high voltage power transmission lines includes costs to our tourism businesses

and to our province’s property values. These costs will be greatly mitigated, if not eliminated entirely,

by burying these hideous and dangerous monstrosities. Manitoba Hydro must include an

independent evaluation of the impact of the proposed project on the aesthetics of Manitoba as well

as the costs of that impact on Manitoba and compare that assessment to the impact of the proposed

project on the aesthetics of Manitoba ifthe high voltage power transmission lines in the proposed

project were buried.

8.2.8.2

Human Health

Overhead high voltage power transmission lines are unsafe for the health of any living

organism. They are known to be the cause of several debilitating and fatal illnesses including leukemia

and other forms of cancer, alzheimer’s disease, dementia, and other diseases. The threat to human,

plant, and animal health from overhead high voltage power transmission lines is due mainly to the

very large electromagnetic field that surrounds overhead high voltage power transmission lines. This
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electromagnetic field, which is indicated by its characteristic, constant hum, is also the lost power

which emanates into the atmosphere and is known as “line loss.” Of particular note is that among the

most convincing studies were those that were performed on electrical workers whose overwhelming

exposure to the electromagnetic field generated by overhead high voltage power transmission lines

made them reliable subjects. The health costs associated with overhead high voltage power

transmission lines are long-term and immense. The costs involved in caring for victims afflicted with

serious and often fatal health issues associated with overhead high voltage power transmission lines

are substantial costs to the province. Yet, these important costs have never been calculated and

attributed to Manitoba Hydros overhead high voltage power transmission lines. In contrast to

Manitoba Hydra’s proposa[to huilioverhead highvo1tage power transrnissionlines, theree

virtually no human health risks or risks to plant and animal life from buried high voltage power

transmission lines, and thus no costs associated with those health risks.

As a result ofthese major human health risks, Manitoba Hydro must include a comprehensive,

independent assessment ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on human health in the province of

Manitoba as well as the costs to human health and to the province of Manitoba as a result of the

significant human health risks ofthe proposed project. Furthermore, Manitoba Hydro must include a

comprehensive, independent assessment ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on human health in

the province of Manitoba as well as the costs to human health and to the province of Manitoba if the

high voltage power transmission lines of the proposed project were buried and compare the costs to

the province and people of Manitoba between buried and overhead high voltage transmission line.
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8.2.8.3

Public Safety

The safety of high voltage transmission lines is an important issue that involves great human

and economic costs. Overhead high voltage power transmission lines are subject to major safety

concerns that are largely minimized or eliminated completely when these same lines are buried.

Downed overhead high voltage lines and towers are major safety concerns. Aside from their

immediate danger to people and property as the result of a severe storm, prolonged outages are

particularly dangerous for frail and otherwise vulnerable people. After a major storm where over

300,000 households were without power for an extended period over Christmas, 2013, Toronto City

Councillor Joe Mihevc argued for burying Toronto’s overhead high voltage power transmission lines

over a 20 year period. Stating that “the cost of these kinds of storms needs to be a part of the

calculation,” Councillor Mihevc proposed altering the cost/benefit calculation for burying overhead

high voltage power transmission lines. He cited the city’s dependance on Hydro infrastructure and

emergency preparedness as reasons for burying overhead high voltage power transmission lines.’

In October 2012, several thousand Manitoba Hydro customers were without power for several

days when a snowstorm hit southeastern Manitoba.2A further 8,000 Manitoba Hydro customers were

without power on 1 April 2013 due to a short circuit on the overhead high voltage power transmission

lines for the second time in two days caused by fresh snowfall and dirt buildup on the lines.3 None of

these outages would have occurred had these overhead high voltage power transmission lines been

buried.

1 Joe Mihevc, “Lessons from Toronto’s Ice Storm” Toronto Star, 30 December 2013.
2 CBC News, “Power Outage Repairs Continue” 6 October 2012.
3 CBC News, “Power Outage Hits 8,000 Hydro Customers . . . Again” 1 April 2013.
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Overhead high voltage power transmission lines are unsafe for helicopters and air balloons.

Recently, a helicopter inspecting overhead high voltage power transmission lines snagged a power line

and crashed, killing three people.4

Because of the danger to public safety from the proposed project, Manitoba Hydro must

include an independent assessment ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on public safety and the

costs involved and compare that assessment to an independent assessment on public safety if the

high voltage power transmission lines ofthe proposed project were buried.

9.1

Overview of Approach

The required Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed project should be

prepared independent of Manitoba Hydro as Manitoba Hydro has a significant interest in seeing that

the ElS is approved. As a result, Manitoba Hydro has an interest in mitigating the adverse

environmental effects of the proposed project either by minimizing or ignoring their projected impact

on the Environment or by attributing the adverse effects generated by the proposed project onto

other projects and physical activities. Furthermore, the ElS should include an independent

assessment ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on the environment ifthe high voltage power

transmission lines ofthe proposed project were buried according to provincial, national and

international standards in regards to the climate and geography of Manitoba.

9.2

Selection of Valued Components

4 HuffPost News “Helicopter Crash Kills 3 After Aircraft Snags Power Line In Colorado” 28 January 2014.
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The list of Valued Components (VCs) should be non-exhaustive and should include, among

other things:

. The adverse effects ofthe proposed project on human, plant, and wildlife health,

including, but not limited to:

0 The adverse effects of the Electromagnetic Field (EMF) generated by the

proposed project on humans, plant life, and wildlife;

0 The adverse effects ofthe proposed project on the waterfowl and bird

populations from electrocution and other accidental death;

0 The adverse effects ofthe proposed project on the migration patterns of

-- wildlife; —- —- - —---—----- -- —-------

_________

. The adverse effects ofthe proposed project on Manitoba’s agricultural economy;

. The adverse effects ofthe proposed project on residential, commercial, civic,

recreational, and agricultural development;

. The adverse effects ofthe proposed project on the atmosphere.

Furthermore, the ElS should include the environmental impact ofthe proposed project if the

proposed high voltage power transmission lines were buried.

9.12

Effects of the Environment on the Project

The effects ofthe environment on the proposed project should be assessed independently of

Manitoba Hydro and should include among other things:

Harsh Weather Conditions
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The reliability of overhead high voltage power transmission lines involves another high cost

which must be calculated. The best reliability for the delivery of power to Manitoba Hydro’s

ratepayers, and thus compliance with Manitoba Hydro’s statutory obligation, can only occur with

buried high voltage power transmission lines.

Overhead high voltage power transmission lines are subject to extremely harsh weather

conditions during the relatively long Manitoba winter, as well as severe summer thunderstorms.

These weather conditions result in periodic power outages due to downed Manitoba Hydro lines,

leaving thousands of Manitobans without power for often days at a time.

Geomagnetic Storms

— 4n addition to theirvulnerabHity toharsh wathercnditi, overhead-high voltage-power

transmission lines are also subject to outages from geomagnetic storms. These storms are caused by

solar flares from the sun that release charged particles and electrons which induces powerful electrical

currents in the ground.

As a result ofthese significant environmental effects on the proposed project, Manitoba Hydro

should include an independent assessment ofthe impact ofthe proposed project on Manitoba’s

natural environment and detailing the costs ofthese environmental effects on the proposed project.

Furthermore, the independent assessment should include the impact ofthe proposed project on

Manitoba’s natural environment as a result of harsh weather conditions and geomagnetic storms if

the high voltage powertransmission lines ofthe proposed project were buried.

Estimate of Repair Cost

The EIS for the proposed project should include an independent assessment of the cost of the

proposed project in the event of a major environmental event that should include, among other
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things:

. Estimate of repairs to the proposed project due to a major environmental event;

. Estimate of the cost to individuals, Manitoba Hydro ratepayers, and organizations affected by

the proposed project due to a major environmental event;

. Estimate of the cost to the province of Manitoba for support services to individuals and

organizations due to a major environmental event;

. Estimate of the cost to Manitoba Hydro and to the province of Manitoba as a result of not

being able to meet contractual obligations as a result of a major environmental event;

. Estimate of the cost of repairs of the proposed project to Manitoba Hydro ratepayers and to

— -the provinceof-Manitoha Ththeevent-f a major environmental event iftheproposed high

voltage power transmission lines were buried;

. Assessment of the impact of a major environmental event on the proposed project to

Manitoba Hydro ratepayers, individuals, organizations, and to the province of Manitoba if the

proposed high voltage power transmission lines were buried.
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PAPE
SALTER

I. E I L...L E.

J:dfl rwet, PC February 25, 2015
VIA EMAIL

Can Je.e S1ter Elise Dagdick
Environmental Approvals Branch

AJex Monem Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship
123 Main Street, Suite 106

Jason 1. Madden Winnipeg, MB, R3C lAS
elise.dagdick(ágov.rnb.ca

Nur Franie

Dear Ms. Dagdick:
Pau’ Bachand

- -- RE: MANITOBAMINNESOTA TRANSMISSION LINE

We are the legal counsel for the Manitoba Métis Federation (“MMF”) with respect
Hcnnuia.ry Ccuns&: to the Manitoba-Minnesota Transmission Project (the “Project”). I write further to

my letter dated February 1 1 , 2015 and your subsequent response email dated
Art Pape February 1 8, 2015, wherein an extension for the MMF to provide its comments on
(12 -2012) the Project’s draft Scoping Document was granted until February 25, 2015.

Richard B Saftet Please accept the attached chart as the MMF’s comments on the draft Scoping
(Re:rni.) Document filed with regulator. Further, my client’s request for a meeting to discuss

this Project as well as its concerns with respect to proponent engagement and
Crown consultation in relation to this Project remains outstanding.

We trust these submissions will be of assistance. We look forward to hearing from
you or others with respect to our meeting request. I can be reached at

Yours very truly,

Jason Madden

Enc. (1)

c.c. Client

In ccc;cc 16 ‘I:{1e orYc C)o •f2 1 4)’).2 F 46 7ñ
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PAPE
SALTER

T E I L LE T BARRSTEfS AND $OLICtTOR$

i€an ThHet, WC February 25, 2015
VIA EMAIL

Co1n Jesse Str Elise Dagdick
Environmental Approvals Branch

A’ex Menern Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship
1 23 Main Street, Suite 106

Jason T. Madd*n Winnipeg, MB, R3C 1A5
elisedagdick(ãgov.mb.ca

Nur frame

Dear Ms. Dagdick:
Pau’ Bachand

- - RE: - MANITOBA-MINESOTATRANSMISSION LINE --_-

We are the legal counsel for the Manitoba Métis Federation (“MMF”) with respect
Hanourary :c:uns& to the Manitoba-Minnesota Transmission Project (the “Project”). This letter

supplements our other letter of today’s date, which attached a chart of MMF
Art Pape comments with respect to the Project’s draft Scoping Document.

As noted in our previous correspondence dated February 1 1, 2015, Métis rights,
Richard 8 Salter which are protected by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, are recognized by
(f.tir•ed) the Crown in the Project’s study area by the MMF-Manitoba Harvesting

Agreement. These rights include “hunting, trapping, fishing and gathering for food
and domestic use, including for social and ceremonial purposes.” This Metis right
to harvest has also been recognized by the Manitoba Provincial Court in R. v.
Goodon, 2008 MBPC 58. As affirmed by the Supreme Court of Canada in R. v.
Powley, [2003] 2 SCR 207, this is a right that is “recognize[d] as part of the special
aboriginal relationship to the land.” These rights can also be exercised on private
lands with permission and where their exercise is not incompatible with the use the
land is being put to. The MMF also asserts commercial and trade related rights in
this area.

The Project study area is also subject to the MMF’s outstanding claim against the
federal Crown in relation to the failure to implement the land-based provisions of
section 3 1 of the Manitoba Act, 1870 in a manner that upheld the honour of the
Crown. Whereby “[t]he unfinished business of reconciliation of the Métis people
with Canadian sovereignty is a matter ofnational and constitutional import.”

I. . .2
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Based on the factors set out above, it is the MMF’ s position that deep consultation is required in relation

to this Project. As noted in my February 1 1th letter and the MMF’s comments on the draft Scoping

Document, meaningful proponent engagement and Crown consultation with the MMF with respect to
the Project has been non-existent to date.

In addition, the MMF has recently be made aware that the Project’s current proposed route intersects at

least four (4) parcels of Crown land traditionally used by MMF citizens for harvesting. As noted in my
February 1 1th letter and documented in the map that was attached to that letter, the limited Crown lands

left in the Project’ s study area are essential to the practical exercise of the Métis right to harvest. As
such, the MMF strongly opposes the routing of the line through these parcels of Crown land. In
particular, MMF citizens and harvesters from the La Broquerie and Ste. Anne’s area have identified that
the current proposed route intersects these parcels and, as MMF has not been included in the

consultation process for the preferred route to date, this information has not been considered by
Manitoba Hydro or Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship (“MCWS”).

As noted above, this information only came to MMF’s leadership attention recently, and reinforces the
importance of conducting a MMF Traditional Land Use and Knowledge Study for the Project’s study

— area as soon possible m order forMani-toba Hydro -to4ully understand the exercise fMétis-rights in
relation to its Project. Additionally, the MMF has significant issues with the draft Scopmg Document
and requires these issues be addressed to ensure an identification of potential adverse effects to Métis
rights, interests and claims is completed.

Firstly, unclear direction has been provided by MCWS to Manitoba Hydro with regards to consultation
with MMF. Currently there are no consultation guidelines for proponents to follow. The Interim
Provincial Policyfor Crown Consultation with First Nations, Métis Communities and Other Aboriginal
Communities (May 2009) does not contain any procedural direction for the proponent and does not
include specific detail on the consultation process. Further, The Environment Act (Manitoba) was
enacted in 1987 and contains no direction with regards to Aboriginal peoples’ rights or Aboriginal
consultation. This lack of consultation requirements means the MMF cannot hold the proponent to any
standard as the requirements are not laid out. Regardless of the contents of The Environment Act, the
duty to consult MMF lies upstream of any enacted legislation.

The MMF notes that MCWS does have Licensing Procedure Regulations (1988) which identifies that
Class 3 developments should contain “. . .a description ofthe potential impacts ofthe development on the
environment, including, but not necessarily limited to the following: . . . socio-economic implications
resulting from the environmental impacts.” The MMF assumes the Licensing Procedure Regulations are
intended to direct proponents as to the minimum content of an EA Proposal Report, including
consultation requirements with the MMF. Further, MCWS has an Information Bulletin — Environmental
Act Proposal Report Guideline (February 2014) which lays out a description of potential environmental
and human health effects. Specifically, “[p]otential impacts ofthe development on Aboriginal and treaty
rights, including, but not necessarily limited to: direct impacts on communities in the project area;
resource use, including hunting, fishing, trapping, gathering, etc.; cultural or traditional activities in the
project area.” However, this document does not specifically direct the proponent to complete an
assessment on the same.



As the MMF has highlighted in its comment chart, the draft Scoping Document in its current form doçs
not conform to these minimum requirements. Further, there is an overall lack of clarity related to the
procedural aspects of consultation, MCWS’s role in consultation and Manitoba Hydro’s role as a
proponent. The MMF seeks clarification on these issues.

This lack of direction from MCWS has meant that the MMF is left to rely on the National Energy Board
(“NEB”) to provide the only direction with regards to consultation and collection of Aboriginal
traditional use information. It is our understanding that MCWS and the NEB will work together to
review Manitoba Hydro’s EIS. The MMF’s comments, as set out in chart format, assume that the EIS
will be prepared with the NEB Electricity Filing Manual in mind and it is further assumed that Manitoba
Hydro will not be completing two EISs. Therefore, the MMF is of the opinion that the draft Scoping
Document should be redrafted to meet the minimum requirements of the NEB Electricity Filing Manual.

More troubling is the content of the draft Scoping Document itself. The document does not include
sufficient wording to ensure identification of project effects on Métis rights, interests and claims. An
environmental assessment process is the primary (and often only) vehicle for gathering information
about matters of importance to Aboriginal peoples, their rights, and the prediction of changes resulting

—

from a proposed project; it is critical to ensurethe most appropriate dataiscollectedand used_for study.
Therefore, ensuring that the Scoping Document allows for the identification of predicted changes to
Aboriginal rights is critical.

This is problematic as the Scope of the Assessment section does not state that it will address Aboriginal,
or more specifically, Métis rights; instead, it focuses on Traditional and Local Knowledge. While the
MMF agrees that the assessment will include a description of historic, current and potential future uses
in the Project area (subject to capacity negotiations with Manitoba Hydro on the related study), the
collection of this information is not, in itself, an effects assessment and will not identify any potential
effects on these uses or on Métis rights. Instead, the Traditional and Local Knowledge information can
be used as a baseline study by Manitoba Hydro for integration into the larger assessment for
identification of potential effects.

Therefore, the Scope of the Assessment must be updated to explicitly include adverse impacts on
Aboriginal rights, interest and claims as a potential Project effect. Further, in order to ensure the draft
Scoping Document includes sufficient wording to ensure the protection and identification of project
effects on Métis rights, interests and claims, the MMF is of the opinion that Manitoba Hydro must
include Métis Valued Components as a part of its ElS.

The MMF has crafted a preliminary listing of Valued Components (“VCs”) in order to illustrate the type
of components that MMF may expect to be included in the assessment. This are attached to this letter as
Appendix A. It must be stressed that this list should not be considered final as the refinement of
Métis-specific VCs must be completed through additional engagement and workshops conducted
with MMF citizens, harvesters, leadership or other identified Métis representatives in the region.

In addition to the broader concerns with the draft Scoping Document, the MMF has detailed issues
which require clarification. Specifically, the goals of the First Nation and Métis Engagement Process
rely on the goals ofthe Public Engagement Process (“PEP”); the First Nation and Métis process requires
more than is outlined for the Public Engagement Process.



As current written, these PEP goals do not include identification of potential adverse effects to

Aboriginal rights and are therefore deficient in discharging the duty to consult owing to the Manitoba

Métis Community. It is also deficient in satisfying the Information Bulletin — Environment Act Proposal

Report Guidelines. Further, the description of what the EIS will include under Traditional Land and

Resource Use is also missing identification of Project effects on Métis rights, interests and claims. If this

is not included in this section ofthe Scopmg Document it will be excluded from the completed EIS.

The environmental and socioeconomic setting must include an integrated Métis baseline, rather than a

reflection of local and traditional knowledge for the assessment area. Specifically, each environmental

and socio-economic component must consider what is necessary for continued Métis use. For example,

wildlife must contain a consideration of Métis specific species which are harvested and of import to the

Métis. Additionally, the elements of the biophysical environment must be updated to include Métis

preferred conditions for use. Also, the identification of assessment boundaries must include the extent

which an Aboriginal right is practiced, whether it be traditional territory, extent of Métis rights in

Manitoba or the limited areas left for the practical exercise of the Métis right to harvesting in the Project

study area.

— Jinal1y, th cumuIativeeffectavolumeJacks MMçyajate_the section.

Currently, this section does not include any specific details, however, when Hydro furnishes this level of

detail, the MMF requires confirmation from Manitoba Hydro that the St. Vital Transmission Complex

will be included in any consideration of cumulative effects; particularly, given the proximity of the

MMTP Project to the St. Vital Transmission Complex, the Project’s overlapping Route Selection Areas

and the potential to compound negative effects to existing Métis rights and interests.

As noted in my other letter of today’s date, the MMF requests a meeting be held with Manitoba Hydro

and the Ministry in relation to this Project as soon as is practicable to discuss the above referenced

issues. We look forward to your timely response to these additional comments and meeting request.

Please feel free to contact me at

Yours very truly,

Jason Madden

c.c. Client



APPENDIX A

PRELIMINARY LIST OF MÉTIS VALUE COMPONENTS
FOR MMTP ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Area

Historical connection
to identified Study
Area

Types of
teaching/transmission
programs. services
and practices within
the identified Study
Area

Intergenerational
connection to areas
within the identified
Study Area

study area related to
the Project and
related to the current
exercise of Métis
rights

Identification and
protection 01 areas
critical to Métis
mobility within the
Study Area

i\4inimize potential
adverse effects to
Métis
teaching/transmission
programs, services
and practices

Reduce
discoimection from
key historic areas
within the Study
Area

Disruption or loss of
areas or routes
critical to Métis
4nk}biy

Land use conflicts
with familial or
community
teaching/transmission
practices

increased demand on
existing M.MF
provincial education
programs and
services

Qualitative
disconnect from
areas or sites of
Metis tradition

Damage or loss of
key areas to Métis
exercise of rights

Field Study

Traditional
Land lJe-
Study data
and
associated
Mapping

Socio
economic
Study data

Video and
Map
Biographies

Genealogy

Community Nuitj attitude within Collect details on Dis.ruption or Manitoba
Cohesion the identified Study N4étis current attitude Qualitative change in Métis

within the identified l’vlétis attitude Federation

ECOlu)mic Economic standing NIinilnize potenta1 Cimnge in Ivlanjtoba

Participation within the effects Ofl Métis employment or Métis
commumty and in economic standing personal/household Federation

relation to fl()1— jthin the rncom.e directly
Aboriginal community related to the project Field Study
communities

Reduce project l..,oss of economic Traditional



Component of effects to various standing in Métis Land Use
traditional economy aspects of Nlëtis corn..rnunity Study data

economic and

Enp1oyrnent, level o:t participation associated
education, personal Mapping
income. household

income, and Socio
equipment owned economic

Study data

Harvesting Type ofharvesting identification and Reduced access to Manitoba
activities exercised protection of areas preferred locations of Métis
within the identified used for Metis harvest Federation
Study Area harvesting

Loss or alteration of Field Study
Identification of key Identification and key cultural species
cultural species protection of lands harvested by N4Mi Traditional
harvestedbyMME_ avai1ahIeforthe Land use

exercise of Métis Changes to known Data
Identification of rights harvesting conditions
conditions required required ibr Socio—
fbr continued harvest continued harvest economic

Study data
Identification of Removal of
Lands Available to unoccupied Crown
f’ylétis for the exercise land
of their rights

Governance Ability’ to effectively Collect details on Disruption or Manitoba
govern the J44F Métis governance Qualitative change in Métis

related to the Project Métis governance. Federation
Métis governance and related to the
related to exercise of current exercise of Traditional
Métis rights Métis rights. Land Use

Data

Socio—
economic

-________________
Study data


