
Your living situation makes a 
difference 
If you receive Employment and Income 
Assistance (EIA) or you are applying for it, 
you must tell EIA staff about your living 
situation and about any changes to it.

If you live with another adult 
Your relationship with other adults living in 
your home will affect how EIA is paid to you 
– as a single person, as a single parent or as 
a couple.

What you may get from EIA
If you are married or in a common-law 
relationship, EIA staff will look at your living 
situation and the money that you both 
have. This information is used to see if you 
will be able to get any benefits from EIA. 
If you live with another adult who is not 
your husband or wife or common-law 
partner, then only your information is used 
to see if you will be able to get any benefits 
from EIA.

You are considered married or 
living common-law, if you:
•	 tell EIA that you are married
•	 tell EIA that you have a common-law 

partner
•	 live with the mother or father of your 

children
•	 live with someone who must support 

you or your children because of a court 
order or private agreement

•	 have lived with someone for at least 
three months and EIA determines that 
you are in a common-law relationship 

Assessing your relationship
EIA staff use the answers you provide  
on the Relationship Assessment Form  
to see what kind of relationship you  
have with any adults who live in your 
home.  Copies of this form are available 
from your EIA office or on-line at 
manitoba.ca/jec/eia/eiafacts.
EIA policy says you are in a common-law 
relationship if you have lived with another 
adult for three months and you share 
family or a social life or money together. 
The Relationship Assessment Form will ask 
you about these things.

•	 Shared family means that you have 
children together, or your family and 
friends see and treat you as a couple. 

•	 Shared social life means your employer, 
school, community group, doctor, etc. 
see and treat you as a couple. 

•	 Shared money means you share bank 
accounts, property, loans or credit cards 
and you list each other as common-law 
partners on income taxes, insurance, 
wills, etc.

Employment 
and Income 
Assistance

Married or 
Common-law?

If you have any questions, talk to 
Employment and Income Assistance staff. 

Call 204-948-4000 in Winnipeg or  
toll free at 1-877-812-0014.
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