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Health, Seniors and Long-Term Care 
 
 

Manitoba Biosimilars Initiative 

Guide for Prescribers 
 

 

Overview 

 

The Manitoba Biosimilars Initiative was implemented to improve the uptake of biosimilar drugs. 

 

Biosimilars present a significant opportunity for cost savings and health system sustainability 

while providing safe and effective medication options. The Biosimilars Initiative supports 

ongoing access to public drug coverage and new drug benefits for Manitobans. 

 

The Manitoba Biosimilars Initiative transitions provincial drug plan coverage of biologic 

medications to biosimilar versions, where they are available.  

 

Patients will need to transition to a biosimilar version of their biologic medication, in 

order to maintain Pharmacare or other provincial drug plan coverage. 

 

Manitoba has joined public drug plans across Canada, including those in British Columbia, 

Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, 

Newfoundland and Labrador, the Northwest Territories, and Yukon, in implementing a 

Biosimilars Initiative as part of responsible and sustainable drug plan management.  

 

 

About the Biosimilars Initiative 

 

The Biosimilars Initiative includes a number of drugs covered under Pharmacare and other 

provincial drug plans (see Appendix 1). It is anticipated that further drugs will be added to this 

list as new biosimilars become available. 

 

Patients currently using reference biologic drugs (also called “originator” or “innovator” 

biologics) with an available biosimilar version will be required to transition to a biosimilar 

by the transition period end date, in order to maintain coverage under Pharmacare and 

other provincial drug plans. 

 

From now until the transition period end date, patients will be eligible for coverage of both the 

reference biologic and any listed biosimilar option(s).  

 

After the end of the transition period, the reference biologic drug will no longer be covered under 

Pharmacare and other provincial drug plans.  

 

Please note: patients will continue to be able to access coverage of their reference biologic 

medication if a suitable biosimilar format is not available. 
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As trusted health care providers, we encourage you to prepare patients to transition to 

biosimilars prior to the transition end date to ensure there is sufficient time to: 

• Address patient concerns 

• Update the patient’s prescription with the selected biosimilar 

• Support the patient’s enrollment in a biosimilar patient support program (if applicable). 

 

Information about available biosimilar patient support programs can be found here:  

https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/docs/biosimilar-support-programs.pdf 

 

 

List of Affected Patients for Prescribers 

 

The department will be mailing letters to all prescribers of patients with existing Exception Drug 

Status (EDS) coverage of reference biologics. These letters will include a list of affected patients 

who will need to start using a biosimilar in order to maintain Pharmacare and other provincial 

drug plan coverage. 

 

Letters will not be sent to prescribers of patients using reference biologic insulin products; 

however, patients using reference biologic insulins with an available biosimilar version will also 

need to start using a biosimilar in order to maintain Pharmacare and other provincial drug plan 

coverage. 

 

 

Prescriptions 

 

A new prescription is required for your patient to start using a biosimilar.  

 

At this time, biosimilars are not listed as interchangeable with the reference biologics on the 

Manitoba Interchangeability Formulary. Consequently: 

• Biosimilars cannot be substituted at the pharmacy level. 

• Prescriptions must clearly indicate the biosimilar brand to be dispensed by the 

pharmacy. 

 

 

Existing Exception Drug Status (EDS) Coverage 

 

A new EDS application is not required for your patient to start using a biosimilar.  

 

Where applicable, EDS coverage for all listed biosimilars has now been added for patients with 

current EDS coverage for an affected reference biologic. EDS coverage for the reference 

biologic will expire on the existing EDS coverage expiry date or on the transition period 

end date, whichever is sooner. 

 

Requests to renew existing coverage of reference biologic drugs during the transition period will 

be considered; however, if a request for renewal of EDS coverage for the reference biologic is 

approved, extended coverage for the reference biologic will expire on the transition period end 

date, while coverage for the biosimilar versions will be for the standard approval period. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fdocs%2Fbiosimilar-support-programs.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493786991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zp3SYPwyeP9LxFS1OBRdukQNBOWEuIny6N%2BsBeRGpEY%3D&reserved=0
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Exceptional Coverage of Reference Biologics 

 

In limited circumstances, some patients may need to continue using the reference biologic for 

medical reasons. Exceptions to Manitoba’s Biosimilars Initiative may be considered for 

individual clients to continue to receive coverage of a reference biologic after the transition 

period end date. Prescribers should submit an EDS application and supply clinical rationale for 

review on a case-by-case basis.  

 

 

Patient Notification 

 

The department will be mailing letters to affected patients (to the address on file with Manitoba 

Health, Seniors and Long-Term Care): 

• Notifying them of the Biosimilars Initiative and any resulting EDS coverage updates (as 

applicable). 

• Referring patients to the Manitoba Biosimilars Initiative webpage where additional 

information and resources are available: 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/biosimilars.html 

 

These letters will also direct patients to do the following before the transition period end date: 

• Continue using their reference biologic according to the prescriber’s instructions. 

• Follow-up with the health care provider who prescribes their reference biologic at their 

next scheduled appointment, or contact their provider’s office if they do not have an 

appointment booked before the transition period end date. 

• Request a new prescription for a biosimilar version of their medication. 

• Discuss their questions about biosimilars with their health care provider. 

 

A Guide for Patients is available to provide information for patients on biosimilars and the 

Manitoba Biosimilars Initiative:  

https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/docs/patient-guide.pdf 

 

 

Efficacy and Safety of Biosimilar Drugs  

 

All biosimilars approved by Health Canada meet rigorous quality standards to confirm they are 

as effective and safe as the reference biologic. Patients and providers should not expect a 

difference in therapeutic effect whether a patient receives a reference biologic or a biosimilar 

version. 

 

Patients place significant trust in their health care provider’s advice and opinions. Your patients 

may be anxious or concerned about using a biosimilar version of their medication. We 

encourage you to approach patient questions with evidence-based information to help build 

patient confidence in the robust data supporting biosimilar use and transition. Biosimilar 

Resources are available here: https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/docs/biosimilars-

resources.pdf 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fbiosimilars.html&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493747246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5Bjaz1NK2RAJ8ch2acAm0NaUQfJAPQD7V6AYxdJe1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fdocs%2Fpatient-guide.pdfl&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493757278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xF%2FxsrYBFLhUHqpctypRYOtWVh2YW6L2xJjR7pl5iCc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fdocs%2Fbiosimilars-resources.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493769035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gSc%2BT972yXU3AiOb6I3Oc8WjDAjNKSaK3lyy5qwfvJo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fdocs%2Fbiosimilars-resources.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493769035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gSc%2BT972yXU3AiOb6I3Oc8WjDAjNKSaK3lyy5qwfvJo%3D&reserved=0
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Additional Information 

 

For additional information on the Manitoba Biosimilars Initiative, please visit: 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/biosimilars.html 

 

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions regarding the Biosimilars Initiative can be found here: 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/docs/prescriber-faq.pdf 

 

 

 

  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fbiosimilars.html&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493747246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5Bjaz1NK2RAJ8ch2acAm0NaUQfJAPQD7V6AYxdJe1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fdocs%2Fprescriber-faq.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493781678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dz9VoY4wbBEthU%2F%2F8B77WQ9qj5BqPJll5pp%2FZSY0sw8%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix 1 – Products Included in the Manitoba Biosimilars Initiative 

 

Current Biosimilar Transition Periods 

Drug Name 

Reference 
Biologic 

(Switch 
from) 

Biosimilar 

(Switch to) 
Health Conditions* 

Transition Period 
End Date 

Denosumab Prolia  Jubbonti Osteoporosis May 27, 2025 

Denosumab  Xgeva Wyost 
Prevention of skeletal-
related events (SREs) 

May 27, 2025 

Ustekinumab  Stelara 

Jamteki 

Steqeyma 

Wezlana 

Plaque Psoriasis May 27, 2025 

 

*Transition also applies for other conditions, funded on a case-by-case basis, which may not 

appear in the above list. 

 

Completed Biosimilar Transition Periods 

 

Updates to this product list will be posted online here: 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/biosimilars.html 

 

An overview of reference biologic insulin products and covered biosimilar versions can be found 

here: https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/docs/ref-insulin-chart.pdf 

Please note: 

• Coverage of Humalog 200 units/mL will continue to be available for patients who need a 
higher concentration formula, as there is no equivalent biosimilar version available at this 
time. 

• Coverage of Lantus cartridges will continue to be available for pediatric patients who 
require a half-unit pen device to administer insulin glargine. 

• Coverage of NovoRapid vials will continue to be available for patients who use vials for 
an insulin pump, while biosimilars undergo insulin pump certification, and until these 
biosimilar(s) in a vial format are available / listed on the Manitoba Drug Benefits 
Formulary. 

• Admelog is compatible with various insulin pump models from Insulet (Omnipod), 
Medtronic, Tandem, and Ypsomed. 

• Individuals with questions about insulin compatibility with specific insulin pump models 
are encouraged to contact the insulin pump manufacturer. 

 

https://gov.mb.ca/health/pharmacare/docs/completed-biosimilar-transition-periods.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fbiosimilars.html&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493747246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5Bjaz1NK2RAJ8ch2acAm0NaUQfJAPQD7V6AYxdJe1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.mb.ca%2Fhealth%2Fpharmacare%2Fdocs%2Fref-insulin-chart.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Gustafson%40gov.mb.ca%7C1822706e84964cccadb208dcb0d28965%7Cabf64de92a5c4d77baa2a76265367d3a%7C0%7C0%7C638579665493792530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e8tIxVZ1Qur2kv%2BZS6ZScHnR0DPV50hsgv9RU%2FnCcZ8%3D&reserved=0

