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Summary

Manitoba’s Mineral Resources Division has been
storing Precambrian drillcore, obtained primarily from
exploration drilling, since the early 1970s. Since that time,
the Manitoba government has created a substantial reposi-
tory of drillcore at five locations throughout the province.
Funding to help build a significant inventory of drillcore
to represent crucial stratigraphy within Manitoba’s princi-
pal mining districts has been sporadic since the collection
was started. Since 2001, funding has allowed the depart-
ment primarily to maintain drillcore inventories at current
levels, with some additions being made to the Thompson
and Lynn Lake facilities.

Introduction

The Manitoba Mineral Resources Division considers
the archiving of exploration drillcore to be a valuable data
source for use by mineral-exploration companies and
researchers. For this reason, the province has retrieved
and stored Precambrian drillcore since the early 1970s.
Core-storage facilities were constructed at The Pas,
Thompson and Lynn Lake in the early 1970s, which
provided the necessary space to establish a comprehen-
sive drillcore collection. A storage facility was acquired
in Winnipeg in 1980 to store drillcore from southeastern
Manitoba. This acquisition meant that there was now
a storage facility for drillcore collected from all of
Manitoba’s major mining districts. In 1993, the Manitoba
Geological Survey established an expediting base at the
former Centennial minesite near Flin Flon. The site also
provides secure outside storage for drillcore obtained
from company exploration programs conducted in the
Flin Flon area.

It is estimated that the Manitoba Geological Survey’s
Precambrian drillcore libraries contain 260 000 m of
core. This figure includes about 20 000 m of Precambrian
core stored at the department’s Midland Rock Lab in
Winnipeg. The estimate does not include core stored at
the Centennial site or recent additions to Thompson and
Lynn Lake.

How to use Manitoba’s drillcore libraries

All five core libraries have lighted, heated inspection
rooms with benches, and most have core splitters. Since
the core libraries are not permanently manned, all
enquiries and requests for access to any of the north-
ern libraries must be made to
Dave Prouse, Resident Geologist
Manitoba Geological Survey
Manitoba Science, Technology, Energy and Mines

143 Main Street, Suite 201

Flin Flon, Manitoba R8A 1K2
Telephone: (204) 687-1632
E-mail: Dave.Prouse@gov.mb.ca

Access to view core at the
Brady Road facility in Winnipeg
should be arranged with
Jim Payne, Assessment Geologist
Mines Branch
Manitoba Science, Technology, Energy and Mines
1395 Ellice Avenue, Suite 360
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3G 3P2
Telephone: (204) 945-6535
Email: James.Payne@gov.mb.ca

Once permission has been granted to view noncon-
fidential core in a specific library, arrangements will be
made for the user to obtain keys to that facility. Keys for
access to the Centennial compound near Flin Flon can
be obtained from the local Manitoba Geological Survey
office. Access to the Lynn Lake, Thompson and The Pas
libraries must be arranged with the Resident Geologist in
Flin Flon.

Companies or individuals wishing to donate and place
core in any of Manitoba’s northern drillcore libraries must
first obtain permission from the Resident Geologist
in Flin Flon. In the case of the core library in Winnipeg,
permission must be granted from the Assessment Geolo-
gist. Core boxes placed in a library will be managed by
Manitoba Science, Technology, Energy and Mines per-
sonnel. Removal of core boxes from the library premises
is not permitted. Users wishing to examine core must be
prepared to physically handle the core boxes and return
them to their original storage location. Permission is
required to sample core contained in any of the province’s
core libraries. Assay results and pulps from these samples
must be forwarded if requested. Quartering of previously
sampled core is not permitted except in rare circumstances.

Economic considerations

Diamond drilling of a mineral prospect is the most
important and costly phase in the evaluation of any
mining property. The preservation of drillcore can help
reduce costs of redrilling these prospects as exploration
techniques and geological concepts evolve. Archived
core also serves as a valuable asset to researchers,
especially in areas of extensive overburden or, as in
Manitoba’s case, where Paleozoic cover rocks overlie
Precambrian basement rocks.
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