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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

2:30 o'clock, Thursday, June &, 1972

Opening Prayer by Mr. Speaker.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

MR. SPEAKER: Before we proceed I should like to direct the attention of the honourable
members to the gallery where we have 87 students of Grade 9 standing of the Crescentview
School. These students are under the direction of Mr. King. This school is located in the con-
stituency of the Honourable Member for Portage ia Prairie.

We also have 40 students, Grade 11 standing of the Garden Valley Collegiate. These stu-
dents are under the direction of Mr. Zacharias and Mr. Loeppky. This school is located inthe
constituency of the Honourable Member for Rhineland.

We have 9 students of Grade 9 standing of the Sansome Junior High School. These students
are under the direction of Miss Wendy Taylor. This school is located in the constituercy of the
Honourable Member for Assinibocia.

On behalf of all the Honourable Members, I welcome you here today .

Presenting Petitions, Reading and Receiving Petitions: Presenting Reports by Standing
and Special Committees; Ministerial Statements and Tabling of Reports. The Honourable
Minister of Tourism and Recreation.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON. LAURENT L. DESJARDINS (Minister of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs)
(St. Boniface): Mr. Speaker, I'd like to make the following statement: The weather this season
so far has been exceptionally fine for outdoor recreational activities. The parks have been
near capacity for most of the week and since Victoria Day with some locations having to turn
people away. Should this weather continue there should be a record breaking year with atten-
dance possibly exceeding 3.5 million visitors. There is one note of caution that might be voiced
at this time however. We've had a fairly long dry spell with above normal temperatures. low
humidity, high evaporation rates so that lake levels, streams can be lower than what we've had
over the past few years. Continuing hot speils is of great concern to our field staff with forest
protection responsibilities in the parks. More people are travelling the back country, canoeing
through wilderness areas, fishing lakes generally inaccessible to motorized vehicles. Fire is
always a constant risk from lightning storms but the back country travellers are also a serious
risk if they do not observe the commonsense rules that apply. We have had some 14 to 15
forest fires in the parks so far this year, all held below five acres in area. We ask that those
using the parks be extremely careful with cigarettes, camp fires. during the current dry spell.
Should this weather continue it may become necessary to close sections of the park to travel.
The assistance of the public in this matter is very much appreciated.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Roblin. :

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin): Mr. Speaker, I thank the Honourable Minister for
his remarks and again commend him for them; and reiterate what1 said again the other day in
the course of what the Honourable Minister said, that this department has a great future and
with the figures that he's projecting today I think it backs up the remarks that he and I hoth
wrote into the record the other day. I was hopeful that some day during the session the
Honourable Minister and the Minister of Mines and Matural Resources would draw to our atten-
tion the problem of fires; so again this goes in the record and I'm sure notices have gone
around to the various parks advising people that are using that facility to be verv careful with
fire - and I thank the Honourablie Minister for his remarks.

MR. SPEAKER: Any other Ministerial Statements or Tabling of Reports. Notices of
Motion; Introduction of Bills. The Honourable Minister of Labour,

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

HON. RUSSELL PAULLEY (Minister of Labour) (Transcona} introduced Bill 82 (on be-
half of the Attorney-General) an Act to amend The Jury Act.

Mr. Speaker, may I inform you and the House that the Honourable the Administrator of
the Government of the Province of Manitoba having been informed of the subject matter of this
Bill recommends it to the House.
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MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. The Honourable Member for Morris.
ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

MR. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): I should like to direct my question to the First
Minister and ask him if the statement released today by the Minister of Industry and Commerce
that the extension to Flyer Coach Industries to be located in Transcona is evidence of the policy
of this government in decentralizing industry whenever they have the opportunity to do so.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. EDWARD SCHREYER (Premier) (Rossmere): Mr. Speaker, I'm advised that the
decision has been taken with respect to the best location for the facility in question, that the
decision has been taken by the Board of the Manitoba Development Corporation.

MR. JORGENSON: I ask the First Minister if he could advise the House what further
amounts of money that Flyer Coach Industry will require in order to build its plant in Transcona.

MR. SCHREYER: Well Mr. Speaker, I should think that would be an appropriate subject
for an Order for Return.

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed. The Honourable Member for Morris.

MR. JORGENSON: I wonder if the First Minister could indicate to the House to what ex-
tent the Manitoba Development Corporation will own Flyer Coach Industries after this new loan
has been completed.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, it would be in the order of 75 percent and greater
I believe. I can also tell the Honourable Member for Morris that the government does have a
solicitude with respect to the continued operation of the Western Flyer Coach operation at
Morris, the building of school buses, and that we would certainly hope and believe that it is in
the public policy and interest that that facility and operation continue at Morris.

MR. JORGENSON: I wonder if the First Minister could then --(Interjectian)-- I have not
asked any supplementary questions. They're all separate questions in case my honourable
friend is interested. I wonder then if the Minister would state whether or not the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Industry and Commerce - the Member for Winnipeg Centre - was
expressing government policy when he stated at a meeting in the Pembina Valley Development
Corporation that Flyer Coach Industries in Morris would be phased out.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, all I have to go by is the statement, the allegation of the
Honourable Member for Morris. I've not seen in the paper nor heard via the electronic median
or heard from the Member for Winnipeg Centre himself as to precisely the nature of his state-
ment in this respect.

MR. JORGENSON:. . . . . if the First Minister would take advantage of the first oppor-
tunity he can find to check the minutes of the last meeting of the Pembina Valley Development
Corporation to find the statement to which I have alluded.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON.SAMUEL USKIW (Minister of Agriculture) (Lac du Bonnet): Mr. Speaker, theother
day, in my absence, the Member for Assiniboia posed a number of questions relative to the
amounts of potatoes that were dumped,according to his question,last year. I'm wondering
whether I can get a clarification from him because my intuition is that he means the current
year.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Assiniboia.

MR. STEVE PATRICK (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, yes, I meant this year, how many
thousands of bushels of potatees were dumped ?

MR. USKIW: According to the information I have from the Federal Price Stabilization
Program - the people in charge of the program - it's somewhere in the area of 100, 000 bags,
100,000 cwt. The commission itself is not involved in a dumping program.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Morris.

MR. JORGENSON: I should like to direct a question to the Minister of Agriculture and
ask him if it is the intention of the government to phase out those poultry farmers who have con-
tracts with Ogilvie Labatts ~ if it is the intention of the government to phase those contracts out
before their expiry date.

MR. USKIW: Well I don't know why the question is put, Mr. Speaker, because there has
never been any indication that the Government of Manitoba was involved in the phasing out of
any contracts at this particular time.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, I simply asked the Minister a question and I wonder if
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(MR, JORGENSON cont'd.) . . . . . he would give me the courtesy of a replv. I asked him
il it is the intention of the government to in any way phase those contracts out before their ex-
piry date.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order, please. The honourable member asked 2 ques-
tion and an answer was given. It is not necessary for an answer tobe given in the form the
honourable member desires - but he did get an answer. That is the procedure.

The Honourable Member for Morris.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, I shall ask the Minister a further question. Have there
been new regulations of the Egg Marketing Board in raising the deductible amount to three cents
a dozen.

MR. USKIW: The Member for Morris must be tallsing about a provision which the board
entered into in the last two or three days requiring that producers assume a deduction, I bel-
ieve, of three cents a dozen to cover any losses on the surplus side of the ledger - that is sur-
plus egg situation.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake.

MR. HENRY J. EINARSON (Rock Lake): I direct, Mr. Speaker, this question to the
Minister of Agriculture. Is it the intention of his department to go before the Agticultural
Committee in Ottawa to present his policy position in regards to the Farm Credit Corporation
and the Small Farms Policy ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, two members of my staff are doing just that today.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Assiniboia.

" MR. PATRICK: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Honourable Minister of Health and
Social Services. Has the Minister or his department done a revaluation of the rehabilitation
programs in the Manitoba jails within the last year ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health and Social Developn:lent.

HON. RENE E. TOUPIN (Minister of Health and Social Development) (Springfield): Yes,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. PATRICK: Can the Minister tell us when it was done, and would he be tabling that
report or study in the House ?

MR. TOUPIN: Mr. Speaker, there has been the preparation of the White Paper on Cor-
rections in the current fiscal year and the tabling of such a report is a matter for policy.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, yesterday I was asked by the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition if any of Manitoba Hydro's proposals were being delayed by reason of orders of the
Government of Canada pursuant to the Canada Water Act. I indicated yesterday that I did not
believe that this was the case, that I would check. Upon checking, I'm advised that the Mani-
toba Hydro has not in fact received any communication from the Government of Canada of a
nature that would require any delay or postponement in plans ¢ither under the Canada Water
Act or any other act.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Thompson.

MR. JOSEPH P. BOROWSKI (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, in the absence of the Attorney-
General, 1'd like to direct a question to the First Minister. Could he indicate when charges
will be laid against the 18 prisoners involved in a destructive riot at Headingley ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, I'm normally apprehensive about answering questions
that involve the administration of justice. However I believe that it can be pointed out that the
Attorney-General was asked a very similar question yesterday and indicated that as soon as a
report is received from the officers of the Department of the Attorney-General that it would
then be possible to make a decision with respect to the laying of any charges.

MR. BOROWSKI: Mr. Speaker, I have another question for the First Minister dealing
with Winnipeg Hydro and the statement made by the government that they have offered 3 million
per year in perpetuity, whether this in fact is constitutionally possible for any government to
commit . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Would the honourable member state his question ?

MR . BOROWSKI: My question is: Is it legal for a government to make a commitment in
perpetuity which would bind all future governments to such a deal ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.
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" MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker I suppose the most prec1se reply poss1b1e is that it is
within the jurisdictional competence of the government to make such an offer or-to cause such
an offer to be made. On the other hand it is of course open to any government - any succeed-
ing or subsequent government - to alter such an agreement by act of this Legislature. That of
course, Mr. Speaker, is without commenting on the desirability of thus impinging on law of
contract, and I make no further comment on that point. And, Mr. Speaker, I would also like
to make this additional observation in reply to the question that the proposal which was made
to City Hydro was a proposal intended to initiate discussion and negotiation and that there is
nothing, there is nothing in the offer that should be construed as meaning that the acquisition
or the purchase of City Hydro is necessary or crucial to the public policy of the Province of
Manitoba. There was no intention even from the outset of proceeding as though this were a
necessary or crucial acquisition.

MR. BOROWSKI; A further question, Mr. Speaker In event Hydro does go ahead with
this proposal, will the government bring this matter before the Legislature and allow the Legis-
lature to vote on it.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The question is hypothetical. Orders of the Day. The
Honourable Member for Thompson.

MR. BOROWSKI: I would like to know whether this matter of Hydro purchasing Winnipeg
Hydro is going to be brought before the Legislature before it's approved.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, I believe that I can reply to the question as follows: that
if a proposal made by Manitoba Hydro is acceptable to City Hydro and the City of Winnipeg,
then having two willing partners to a transaction there is no problem. If it is not possible to
come to any sort of natural agreement on this matter, then the matter will not be pursued be-
cause it is not crucial that this transaction be consummated.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthur.

MR. J. DOUGLAS WATT (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the
Honourable Minister of Cultural and Recreation. I wonder if he could tell the House if notice
has gone out to the municipalities throughout rural Manitoba in regard to the assist to com-
munities for capital recreational facilities.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism and Recreation.

MR. DESJARDINS: Well, Mr. Speaker, I think that we're going in the Estimates this
afternoon, and I think this would be a subject that could be debated at this time. ButI can tell
him that most - I don't know if all the municipalities - but most of the municipalities, especially
those, certainly those that have requested it have received application forms.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthur.

MR, WATT: I don't think it's a matter for debate. I'm just asking a simple question,
supplementary questicn of the Minister. How many municipalities have applied for this assis-
tance as far as capital costs of recreational centres?

. SPEAKER: Order, please. I do believe the Honourable Minister indicated that de-
tails could be had during his Estimates. The question that's being asked does ask for statis-
tical information.

Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for Rhineland.

MR. JACOB M, FROESE (Rhineland): Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the
Minister of Municipal Affairs. Are the contents of bills such as Bill 47 being made known to
municipalities so that they can make representation to the government? I'm especially refer-
ring to the compulsory feature of welfare by-laws.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs.

HON. HOWARD R, PAWLEY (Minister of Municipal Affairs) (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker,
first the Bill of course will be made known to municipalities in the normal process, namely
that of dealing through the legislative committees; and secondly I have discussed the general
principles with the advisory committee, which consists of representatives of the municipal
associations to myself. We have discussed the principles at that level, and the particulars
will be open for discussion at the legislative committee level.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Assiniboia.

MR. PATRICK: Mr. Speaker, my questicn is to the Minister of Tourism and Recreation.
1 wonder if the Minister can advise the House, has the Government acquired the property for-
merly owned or owned by Wendigo Lodge which was burnt down or destroyed by fire ?
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism and Recreation.

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, this would be the Manitoba Development Corporation
and I'll have to take the question as notice.

MR. PATRICK: Since the Minister agreed to take it as notice, can the Minister also ad-
vise if it has acquired the property, what amount of money does the Government intend to spend
on this project ?

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for Rhineland.

MR. FROESE: Mr. Speaker, I have a further question for the Minister of Agriculture.
Could he inform the House whether notification has been given to the villages and towns that will
have an increase in water rates?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Speaker, at the appropriate time these notices are going out as
in the past. There's been no change in the procedure. There have been adjustments over time
and I'm sure they are going to continue in the same way.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La Verendrye.

MR. LEONARD A. BARKMAN (La Verendrye): Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Agriculture. Have Manitoba Credit Corporation officials or anyone else directly
involved been instructed to curtail any further loans involving the purchase of milk quotas to
farmers?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. USKIW: No I would think, Mr. Speaker, that the reverse would be true. That we
are encouraging people to move into the manufacturing milk business.

MR. BARKMAN: Is the Minister particularly meaning manufacturing milk only, not quota
milk ?

MR. USKIW: I would presume, Mr. Speaker, that the Honourable member is making
reference to some limitation on the amount of credit available for the purchase of fluid milk
quotas. AndI think there the question of economic viability enters into the picture, and if it's
presumed that an offer is too generous then the Board will simply say that they wouldn't make
a loan on that basis.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthur.

MR. WATT: Mr. Speaker, I direct a question to the Minister of Agriculture - I guess a
supplementary question to the question that was asked by the Member from Rhineland. My
question arises out of the answer from the Minister when he said that there .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Would the honourable member place his question ?

MR. WATT: My question to the Minister, when is the appropriate time to announce to
those communities that have water systems now and their rates will be raised? When is the
appropriate time ? That was the question.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, the Water Supply Board is in constant communication with
the communities which it services and I am sure that the normal course of action will takeplace.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake.

MR. EINARSON: Mr. Speaker, I direct a question to the Minister of Agriculture. Have
there been any rate increases in the supply of water to any of the towns in Manitoba in this ycar?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. USKIW: I'd have to take that question as notice. I am not sure, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. SIDNEY GREEN, Q.C. (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, is it a provision in the statute pass-
cd by the previous government that the water rates must be raised in order to pay the capital
costs of the water supply, passed by the Conservative administration ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture. Order, please. Order, please.
Order, please . The Honourable Member for Arthur has a point of order ?

MR. WATT: Well I asked the Member for .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Would the honourable member state his point of order.

MR. WATT: The point of order then, Mr. Speaker, is that you allowed the Member for
Inkster to get up and make a statement.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order, please. Order! The Honourabie Minister for
Agriculture will answer the question if he so desires.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Speaker . . .
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The Honourable Member for Morris on a point of order.

MR. JORGENSON: Our rules are very clear in that respect; andI think if you'll look
down the list that you provide for it you will find that no question should be framed in such a
way as to suggest its own answer, which is the type of question posed by the Member for Inkster .
--(Interjection)--

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. The Honourable Member for Inkster, who wished to
speak to the point of order.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, on the point of order, I agree that the question suggests its
own answer.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR, USKIW: Mr. Speaker, those that were present here last week when I introduced the
new act, the Water Services Act, would know that I had given some elaboration to the fact that
the Water Supply Board was in fact in violation of the act by not charging the proper rates in
accordance with the provision of that act; as would reflect the true cost of water supply to those
towns receiving those services. And that is legislation that was on the books for many, many
years and was put on the books by the previous administration. And there have been adjust-
ments in rates from time to time but they were never sufficient to in fact meet the requirements
of the Act.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill. Order, please. Order, please.
The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. GORDON W. BEARD (Churchill): I would like to direct a question to the First
Minister. In respect to perpetual agreements, I would wonder whether this government would
be prepared to review the agreement between the CPR and the City of Winnipeg.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, I believe there has been considerable debate - some of
it profound - that took place here in this House over the years with respect to the propriety
shall I say of governments entering into agreements that run into perpetuity. And certainly no
easy answer was ever suggested or admitted to be available. The member, my colleague, the
Minister of Labour I believe was quite intimately involved in debate on the nature of perpetual
agreements, --(Interjection)-- they certainly perplexed previous governments I have no doubt,
as it perplexes this one, and I really can't be more helpful to my honourable friend than that.
--(Interjection)-- .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The Honourable Member for Rhineland.

MR. FROESE: Ihave two questions. I'll direct the first one to the First Minister. In
connection with the perpetuity arrangement with the CPR, is the stockyard 4 x 8 feet still in
existance on the former Burns Plant site.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, I'll have to take that question as notice. 1 take it the
honourable member is referring to some fictitious or contrived stockyard 4 feet by 8 feet in
size. --{Interjection)-- That would probably be sufficient to accommodate a little calf, but
not much more.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rhineland.

MR. FROESE: I have a further question to the Minister of Agriculture. Is the increase
in water rates brought about because of a miscalculation in the projections that were made at
the time that the rates were set, or is it a matter of underconsumption ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR, USKIW: My information, Mr. Speaker, is thatthe whole project was not properly
conceived. That there was some escalation of cost beyon'd expectation and also less consump-
tion than assumed. The base on which these rates were arrived at was the Canadian average
and it appeared that that did not properly apply to Manitoba since ever the Water Supply Board
was in existence or set up. And they continually run into deficits from day one. So the rate
was not properly set in the first place to comply with the act that was passed.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake.

MR. EINARSON: Mr. Speaker, I direct this question to the Minister of Agriculture. A
town who was under contract with the Water Supply Board; they request information how the
Supply Board arrive at their rates - can this information be received by any town under contract
from the Water Supply Board ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.
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MR. USKIW: I'm not sure, Mr. Speaker. I think they have provision which allows for
the Utility Board to ccnsider the question of water rates. I believe there is an appeal provision.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MR. PAULLEY: Would you kindly call Bill No. 45, Mr. Speaker ?

MR. SPEAKER: Proposed motion of the Honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs. The
Honourable Member for Charleswood.

MR. ARTHUR MOUG (Charleswood): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I had a chance to look
at the bill - and only let it go to Committee and I'll have a few questions on it then.

MR. SPEAKER put the question and after a voice vote declared the motion carried.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MR, PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if you would mind calling Bill No. 42.

MR. SPEAKER: Proposed motion of the Honourable Minister of Labour. The Honourable
Minister of Labour.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the Honourable the Minister
of Agriculture that Bill No. 42, an Act to Amend the Amusements Act (1) be now read a second
time.

MR. SPEAKER presented the motion.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MR, PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I'm sure honourable members are aware that from time
to time there have been some difficulties in the operation of the amusement rides and the oper-
ation of midways, circuses and exhibitions. Under the present legislation, there are no real
concrete provisions for inspection of the rides, the mechanical aspects of the rides themselves
- and in particular too, Mr. Speaker, of the electrical equipment that is necessary. And it is
proposed by the amendments to the Amusement Act, Part No. 2, to give to the Department of
Labour the authority to make inspections of these rides. I might say, Mr. Speaker, that the
Amusement Act is basicelly in three parts - one part dealing with the matter of finance; the
other part dealing with inspections; and I believe that the third part deals with Tourism and
Recreation and Agricultural Fairs.

This proposed amendment, Mr. Speaker, intends to provide legislative authority for the
enforcing of safety measures with respect to amusement rides at fairs, exhibitions and midways.
At the present time there is no legislation which enables such matters to be dealt with effective-
ly. The legislation will require the operation of amusement rides to notify the Minister of
Labour not later than 3 days prior to the date of which he intends to operate an amusement ride.
Legislation will enable an inspector from the Department of Labour to enter any amusement
park where an amusement ride is being operated and carry out inspection to ensure that the
equipment is safe. And the legislation will enable the inspector to require that the operator of
the amusement equipment shall take measures to ensure that the equipment is safe, and may if
necessary prevent the operation of such equipment.

And because of the service rendered, the legislation provides for a fee to be charged by
regulation for the services provided. The legislation, Mr. Speaker, also provides penalties
for the failure to comply with legislation, and provides that every day that an offence continues
it shall be a separate offence. And there is also a provision in the proposed amendments to the
Act, Mr. Speaker, that the Minister may exempt certain rides from inspection requirements
should this be deemed to be advisable. It is the intention, Mr. Speaker, in order to give a fair
consideration to the Agricultural Fairs, etc. that are coming into the province - that a three-
month delay after being given the Royal Assent, this legislation will come into effect. It's not
our intention to catch anybody unaware andnot knowledgeable ofthe purpose of this legislation.

From time to time, Sir, complaints have been registered with the Department of Labour
and I'm sure with all honourable members as to accidents that have occurred on midways and
fairs to people. We have no authority under the present legislation to take proper remedial
steps. It could conceivably be that many honourable members in this House will recall, I be-
lieveit was last year or the year before, a couple of youngsters were injured - I'm not sure
whether one may not have been killed as the result of an operation of a piece of equipment in
northern Manitoba - and I'm not prejudiced against northern Manitoba - but we did not have the
authority that this legislation seeks for proper inspection of these amusement rides. AndI re-
commend this legislation to the House, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Roblin.

MR. McKENZIE: The acoustics today, Mr. Speaker, are most unpleasant - I could hardly



2770 June 8, 1972

(MR. McKENZIE cont'd.) . . . . . hear the honourable member. I know you and I have dis-
cussed the problem - and today seems to be an exceptmnally bad day, especially from the cor-
ner where the Honourable Minister was speaking.

Mr. Speaker, we have reviewed this bill and support the Mlmster with this type of legis-
lation. It's one with the number of sophisticated rides that are available and people are charged
for at the various fairs and forms of entertainment, - especially in the summer months it cer-
tainly is one that needs the attention of some form of inspection - because hardly a year goes
by where it's not reported in some province or other across Canada that an accident has been
the cause of some faulty equipment and government today has lnspectlons on various forms of
equipment, motors and things like that in the mining industry. and other industries, and I think
this is one that deserves this type of legislation. I'm sure that there's a lot of uneasiness
amongst parents - especially for children's rides, when they see their children getting on some
of these fast and furious rides that you find at your fairs - and if they know that the ride has
been inspected and the equipment is capable of the type of amusement that it's being charged
for, I'm sure that the owner of the equipment and the parents will have more faith in the - -
so with those few remarks, Mr. Speaker, we support the legislation and I'm sure if there's
any other comments that they will appear in committee.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Assiniboia.

. MR. PATRICK: Mr. Speaker, I not only support the legislation, but I also ask the
Minister to enforce it when it comes into effect. I think it's most important that this type of
legislation that we have even on the books at the present time is quite often not enforced, and
in this case I would ask the Minister to enforce it. I think it's long overdue that - amusement
parks and amusement equipment should be'I feel at least inspected once a year before it's put
into operation or maybe more often. It's quite.often that one looks in the paper and you see so
many people killed in some amusement park as a result of the equipment breaking down. This
has happened here in Manitoba as well, as was mentioned by one member some accidents hap-
pening at some rodeo events. So, Mr. Speaker, I feel that the legislation is timely, I agree
with it and I ask the Minister to make sure that it is enforced as well when it comes into effect.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. BEARD: Mr. Speaker, I would like to join with the rest in complimenting the
Minister on bringing this type of legislation in, it's good. It does bring to mind the trip we
made to Expo in fact; and by chance we were talking to some of the people that operated the
rides at Expo, and they were talking about the operation at Expo. They said that they had a
minimum of breakdown because they had mechanical, electrical and structural checks every
night after they closed down rather than waiting for something to happen. And they found that
in this way. it's actually saved them money, because the ride wasn't out of action during the
day and they were able to prevent not only accidents but prevent the loss of a day's use out of
‘the equipment because of something going wrong. And I think that - I can't really agree with
the Member for Assiniboia when he says that all equipment should be checked at the first of
each season or each year because of the great amount of use it does get - if it's very busy, and
the amount of packing and unpacking that is done during that period, three months, or five
months in which they travel around the country. Certainly there is bound to be things that go
wrong, and I would hope that something could be done to check that up to where it is necessary
for them to have almost daily checks on it. It must certainly help their insurance policies.
I'm just not sure how it affected these operations at Expo as far as that was concerned, butI
know that they did say that it certainly did help them in respect to the money that they took in
at the end of the week or a month because of the continuous operations.:

If I'm not mistaken, I believe the Minister said something about - should the ride not be
closed down until the repairs are made, there would be a fine for each day thereafter. AndI
believe that would be wrong, if that was what he said, because surely --(Interjection)-- Oh,
well pardon me. I was just going to say that they shouldn't be allowed to operate if they had
found something wrong. ButlI again do.compliment them on this type of 1eg1s1at1on

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rhineland.

MR. FROESE: Mr. Speaker, this is an act to amend the Amusements Act and I certamly
have no objection to the amendments proposed. However, as the Member for Churchill says
that - I think it's a matter of course that these rides are checked from time to time and cer-
tainly by just checking them over once a year wiil not do the job. . However, there are also in-
spection.fees mentioned in the bill, and I would like to.know from the Minister whether he
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(MR. FROESE cont'd.) . . . . . indicated to us just what they have in mind as far as feesis
concerned. And since the Act isto come into force 60 days after receiving Royal Assent, would
it be not preferable to, since this will probably be after the big season is over - July and August
will probably be over by then, these are the two big months - and this no doubt, when this
comes into effect, will mean that they will have to be licenced or at least they'll have to have
the inspection; whether or not to forego this season, so that it would apply equally to all because
some areas have their festivities probably in fall and others have theirs early in summer, some
late summer. So for that reason I would like to ask the Minister whether this should not be
changed.

MR, SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion? The Honourable
Member for Brandon West.

MR. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon West): Mr. Speaker, just briefly commenting on this
legislation which I believe in principle is highly commendable, there are a few questions which
occur to us. In certain areas and jurisdictions there may be municipal by-laws that do apply in
respect to amusements and amusement rides that are operating within the area of the juris-
diction. Now I'm wondering how this regulation will apply where there is a local jurisdiction
and a local by-law. I'm wondering too if the administration of this act will require additional
staffing; if inspectors that are currently now employed by the Department of Labour will be able
to assume these additional duties without any additional cost. I'm also interested in the com-
ments and the questions of the Honourable Member from Rhineland, who wondered what the fees
would be for a licence under this act. I presume that there will be some additional expense to
the government in carrying out these inspections. On the other hand, there will be some ad-
ditional revenue in respect to the issuance of licences, so I suppose one might almost say that
what we lose on the swings we pick up on the roundabouts. I have no further comments on this,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour will be closing debate.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, if no one other member wishes to speak on this I'd like to
reply to some of the comments made. I want to thank honourable members of the Assembly for
their general support to this amendment. May I first of all say to the Honourable Member for
Assiniboia, and in particular to his comment as to the enforcement of the provisions of the
amendment - that is that the safety factor in respect of rides at amusement parks or midways
will be adhered to. And, Mr. Speaker, I would like to say to my honourable friend that the
reason, basic reason for the amendment now being proposed is that because when the present
Minister of Labour took over the responsibility of mechanical inspection, an order was issued
upon receipt of complaints by interested parents and others, as to the mechanical complex on
the rides to make as sure as it was possible that there would be no chance of injury. So I want
to say to my honourable friend, long before this amendment was brought before the House, the
Department of Labour was carrying on inspections. Bui on one occasion, one of the operators
of a midway questioned as to whether or not the inspectors of the Department of Labour had the
right to close down a ride - and this happened in a rural area; it could have happened here of
course, in the Unicity of Winnipeg, but it did happen in a rural community. The matter was
drawn to my attention, and 1 took the stand that I was prepared to be hauled before the court be-
cause I had issued an instruction to the inspector to order the operator of that particular ride
to stop operations, notwithstanding whether we had the legislative authority. So I want to say to
my honourable friend from Assiniboia, it is our desire and our full intention to see that the pro-
visions of this act are adhered to. And without legislative authority, we have been doing our
utmost to protect citizens of Manitoba, and in particular the youngsters of Manitoba, from the
incident of accidents as the result of enjoying themselves on the rides etc. around our midways.

The Honourable Member for Rhineland, I believe itwas, Mr. Speaker - or one of the
honourable members raised the question of the 60-day notice between the giving Royal Assent
and the effective operation of this legislation; and quite properly pointed out that 60 days' noti-
fication will - possibly the amusement months will be over. It's a perfectly valid question.
However, it does take time of notification. And I suggest however that the ears of the operators
of our merry-go-rounds and round-a-bouts are on the Legislative Assembly this afternoon, and
I'm sure that within that time period they'll take due note of what this government is attempting
to do in order to protect the citizens of our province.

The Honourable Member for Rhineland raised the question of fees, and someone else the
question of revenue. The Honourable Member for Brandon West asked whether or not this
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(MR. PAULLEY cont'd.) .. . ... might mean a further increase in the civil service staff in
order to accomplish it. Well Mr. Speaker - I was almost going to say thatI don't give a damn .
whether ‘it does or whether it doesn't, but I can't say that because it may be ruled as unparlia-
mentary. But as long. as the job is done, if it requires‘an additional inspector or two to see
that our children are protected on our merry-go-rounds and our round-a-bouts, I'm prepared
to'accept the criticisms of the Honourable Member from West Brandon, because I hope as the.
result of this that there will be no undue accidents to our children as has been the situation in
the past.  And1 think too, that even some have occurred in.that great city of Brandon because
of the lack of positive legislation such as I'm proposing here. And I want to say, on the reve-
nue side of the balance wheel, I'm not concerned either as to whether one is going to offset the
other. o
The Honourable Member for Brandon West wondered whether or not there would be con-
flict, -if I understood him correctly, with municipal by-laws. As I understand, and I don't know
whether things have changed since I was the Mayor of Transcona, the municipality is only con-
cerned as to whether or not they will permit within the confines of their respective municipal-
ities, 'rides and amusement facilities such as referred to in this Act to take place. There is
no intention in this legislation to try and impose any provincial legislation on the desires of the
respective municipalities as to whether or not they will have amusement rides within the con-
fines of their boundary. :

So I say, Mr. Speaker, I do appreciate the comments of the honourable members of the
Assembly in respect of this act.. And I am hopeful that we will be able to utilize the expertise
of the Department of Labour of the electricians, the mechanical inspectors and so on, so that
after this becomes an effective Act, that our children will be safe-guarded when they take part
at the Red River Exhibition, the Brandon Fair and the likes. Or the Morris Stampede - and an
accident didn't happen at Morris - and that I might say now that my honourable friend from
Lakeside has raised it, that was the area where I had the difficulty because I was questioned as
to the legislative authority of the Minister of Labour. And that's where I told them to go .

And also at Swan River, the Honourable Member, Mr. Speaker - the Honourable Member for
Swan River in his seat, and I don't fault him for that - at the rodeo at Swan River, drew this to
my attention when I was his guest in his household and I'm sure he will appreciate that even he
was a contributor to this legislation which is progressive.

MR. SPEAKER put the question and after a voice vote declared the motion carried.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would.now desire to call Bill No. 63.

MR. SPEAKER: Proposed motion of the Honourable Minister of Labour. The Honourable
Minister.

MR. PAULLEY presented Bill No. 63 an Act to amend the Workmen's Compensation Act,
for second reading. .

MR, SPEAKER presented the motion.

. . continued on next page
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I believe that this is one of the more progressive acts
to be presented for the consideration of this Assembly. For a long time we have been receiv-
ing complaints - and I would suggest both on this side and the other side of the House ~ as to
the provisions of The Workmen's Compensation Act. Many jurisdictions have been faced with
similar problems, and they established judicial inquiry commissions to check into the oper-
ation of the act - that is The Workmen's Compensation Act - and to report the judicial inquiry
commissions to report. It was the opinion of this government that rather than to cause a ju-
dicial inquiry into Workmen's Compensation that the Industrial Relations Committee of this
Assembly be charged with the responsibility of hearing representation respecting workmen's
compensation; and as a result the Industrial Relations Committee of the Legislature was re-
quired by motion of this Assembly at its last session to meet between sessions and to hear
representations in respect of workmen's compensation. And as was reported, Mr. Speaker,
in the early days of this present session, after due deliberation and receipt of delegations and
briefs to the Industrial Relations Committee, the Minister of Labour was charged with the re-
sponsibility of assessing the briefs that were presented; and he was also charged with the re-
sponsibility of bringing forward suggested amendments to legislation in respect to workmen's
compensation - and that is the purpose, Mr. Speaker, of Bill No. 63.

I want to express my personal appreciation of all of those who are concerned with work-
men's compensation; all of those who presented briefs to the Committee on Industrial Relations -
management, labour and interested citizens alike. I want to extend my appreciation to the
Workmen's Compensation Board and also officials within the Department of Labour for giving
me every assistance in an endeavour to bring about amendments to workmen's compensation -
'The Workmen's Compensation Act -~ which may be helpful for all of those who are injured as a
result of involvement in industry in the Province of Manitoba. The result, Mr. Speaker, isthe
bill that we now have before us for the consideration of the Assembly.

In general terms, Mr. Speaker, the amendments proposed to extend the application of
the Act to additional groups and to broaden coverage for persons working out of the province
on a temporary basis. It is intended to increase most of the benefit levels, includiqg widows'
and children's allowances. It is intended by this Act or amendments to the Act to upgrade
pensions generally and to increase minimum pensions; to clarify that allowances may be paid
for attendant care for a claimant who is not in a hospital; to provide broader coverage in re-
spect to allowances payable for the replacement or repair of hearing aids, eyeglasses, pros-
thetic devices and the like, damaged or lost, as the result of an accident whether or not the
workman suffers an injury; and for the repair or replacement of clothing where a workman
suffers a compensable accident. To clarify that, a lump sum payment be made to an employee
in respect of an injury resulting in a disability of ten percent or less is only in respect to the
condition and circumstances known at the time of the settlement. It is intended by these amend-
ments to provide benefits where a workman returns to work and due to his injury receives less
than his pre-accident earnings. These amendments provide for the establishment of a Neurosis
Review Panel to provide in the Act rather than the regulations for the establishment of medi-
cal review panels, and to repeal some of the restrictive require ments respecting the report-
ing of hernias.

And more precisely, Mr. Speaker, provisions are being made in the act to do the follow-
ing: In respect of widows' pensions, widows' allowances - or call it what you will - toincrease
the pension under Workmen's Compensation to widows of deceased workmen from $120 per
month to $150 per month effective the 1st of July of this year. This increase in pension, Mr.
Speaker, I want to point out will apply to those widows who are now on Workmen's Compen-
sation pensions or allowances as well as those in the future. It is intended in these amend-
ments that children under the 10 years of age who are now in a special category will now be
cligible for the same allowances as those under 16 years of age. In other words, Sir, there
will be the elimination of the 10 years and under category; it will be 16 years and under and
[ believe that this is a first for the Dominion of Canada. The allowances for children under
the age of 16 will be increased to $60 a month from the present $45 per month for those under
10 years of age and $50 per month for those under 16 years of age; in other words, Sir, in
some instances there will be an increase of $15 per month as at present with those under 10,
:nd an addition of $10 per month of those under 16 at the present time. Aliowances for chil-
dren over 16 years of age who are continuing their education will be increased to $70 per month
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(MR PAULLEY cont'd) . .. .. from the present $60 per month; and where such children are
orphans, the allowance will be increased to $80 per month from the present $70 per month.
These increases in allowances will also become effective on the first day of July of 1972; and
will likewise, Mr. Speaker, apply to children who are now in receipt of allowances, as well
as those who may become eligible after the date of July 1st. It is intended by these amend-
ments that the lump sum payment to widows will be increased to $650 from $500 effective -

the day this Act receives the Royal Assent. .

Effective the 1st day of July of this year the minimum compensatlon payable in perman- -
ent total disability cases will be increased to $175 per month from $150 per month, and the -
minimum payable in temporary total disability cases will be increased to $40 a week from $35.
In accordance with a special formula benefits will also be available in temporary partial dis-
ability cases. More specifically they will be available to workers who return to work, and who
due to.injury receive less than their pre-accident earnings.

A further provision in the recommended amendments, Mr. Speaker, is as follows: -
That all disability pensions in respect of accidents prior to January 1, 1969 will be increased
as follows: Those accidents and pension benefits accruing in respect of accidents that happened
prior to the 1lst of January, 1954 will be increased by a further 9 percent. For those accidents
between December 31, '53 and January 1, '59, will be increased by a further 7 percent in .
addition to the change of the base - I want to make that clear; those accidents or recipients as
a result of accidents between December 31, 1958 and January 1, 1964, a further increase of
5 percent; those accidents between 1963, December 31st and the 1st of January, '69, an in-
crease of a further 3 percent. These increases effective the 1lst of July will not be retroactive
and will apply in partial disability cases where impairment of capacity is more than 10 percent.
The objective of this, Mr. Speaker, is to recognize the comparatively lower wage scales that
were prevalent in accidents prior to 1969 than is the case as of today.

A further suggested change in The Workmen's Compensation Act will be that where the
impairment of earning capacity is 10 percent or less, lump payments payable in respect to
settlement of claims will be mandatory at the request of the workman. At the present time
under the provisions of the Act the Board has the option. Under the proposed amendments the
Board may only make a lump sum payment to the workman if he is satisfied; under our pro-
posal it will be mandatory. A further change provides that where a lump sum payment is made
the settlement is not necessarily final. At the present time under our Workmen's Compen-
sation Act if a workman elects to receive a lump settlement, that obviates his eligibility for
any further consideration. It is the intention in the amendments being proposed, Mr. Speaker,
that this no longer hold true, that there is no real finality in respect to workmen's compen-
sation as applied to an individual. .

These amendments will become effective on the date of Royal Assent. Coverage under
the Act will be extended to employees in the Undertaking business. It is rather strange, Mr.
Speaker, that those in the Undertaking business were not covered under the Act, but they will
be. And on application coverage will also be provided to independent contractors. These will
apply as of the 1st of January, '73 insofar as the Undertakers are concerned, and independent
contractors on the date of the Royal Assent.

Regarding extra provincial coverage, provision is being made to cover workmen tempor-
arily outside of the province where the workmen usualiy work within the province effective on
the date of Royal Assent. A very important provision, I suggest, Mr. Speaker, is that deal-
ing with pre-existing conditions. This isone of the areas of complaint that has been prevalent
for many years, and a new provision provides for the payment of compensation in respect of
a pre-existing condition where the workman suffers an injury -- (Interjection) -- Mr. Speaker,
a new provision provides for the payment of compensation in respect of a pre-existing condition
where the workman suffers an injury and the disability is due to a combination of the injury
and a pre-existing or underlying condition. I'm .sure my honourable friend from Assiniboia
will welcome this change in approach in workmen's compensation. 'I'm sure that he will join
with me in saying that this is one of the areas of concern-and complaint over many a year re-
specting workmen's compensation and it is specifically stated, Sir, that neurosis or psycho-
neurosis may qualify as-a pre-existing or underlying condition not provided for at the present
time. - These changes will become effective on Royal Assent..

Regarding the matter of medical review panels, presently the regulations made pursuant
to the Act provide for the establishment of medical boards of reference to review medical
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(MR. PAULLEY cont'd) . . . .. matters. The amendments would repeal these regulations
and provide in the Act itself for the establishment of medical review panels consisting of three
physicians considered to be expert on the particular medical matter being reviewed. Following
a review.by such a panel the report of its opinion must be made in writing to the Board. Also,
where such a panel has been established, through request by the workman, a copy of the panel's
report to the Board must be given to the workman and to his physician. This effect upon Royal
Assent, and here again I suggest, Mr. Speaker, to my colleagues in this Assembly that this

has been a source of aggravation to injured workmen.

We are intending by this legislation to set up a special panel of experts in the field of
neurosis and provision is made for the first time for the establishment of a neurosis review
panel. - The panel would consist of three members appointed by the Board for a fixed term, it
would review claims involving neurosis or psychoneurosis and it s decision as to whether the
workman suffers from neurosis or psychoneurosis would be final and binding wpon the Board
and the claimant.

There are a number of other amendments, Mr. Speaker, that I propose, or arn propos-
ing in this legislation dealing strictly with administrative policies of the Board, such as bor-
rowing provisions and the like. Another feature of the proposed amendments deal with the
matter of silicosis. I'm sure this will be of interest to the Honourable Member for Churchill
and also Flin Flon and Thompson. The Act at present provides that a workman must have
t reen exposed to silicosis dust in his employment for a period of at least five years before he
i is able to qualify for compensation in respect of silicosis. In keeping with current provisions

in other provinces, an amendment to this Act reduces the necessary time of exposure from
five to two years, and this will become effective on being given the Royal Assent.

Another provision contained within the Act, Mr. Speaker, is a provision that from the
consolidated revenues of the Province of Manitoba a contribution, if yov want to call i that -
we'll call it that ~ to the reserve fund ef the Workmen's Compensation Act to the degree of
$1 million will be paid. It is intended, it is intended that by the issuirg of non-interest bearing
bonds payable over 12 years from the consolidated revenues of the Province annually an amount
approximating $84, 000 will be paid into the reserve fund of the Workmen's Compensaticn
Board.

By this, Mr. Speaker, we recognize a point raised by industry on a nuirber of occasions
that the whole of the cost of past pensions or past accidents should not be charged io indus-
tries operating today. Government in its consideration felt that it would be reasonably fair
to accept at least part of costs of the provision in respect of past pensions to injured workmen,
their widows and the children to the degree of a million dollars. It is our estimate that it will
cost in total between four and five millions of dollars to provide for the increased benefits
suggested under the amendments I now present to this Assemkbly for its consideration,

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to say that I realize quite fully that there are many who
will consider that we are not going far enough ;in the proposed amendments that I have an-
nounced today. I accept that, Sir. I also recognize that there are many who will b2 saying
that we're going too far in making these provisious. I do say, Sir, that or average, or on
halance the provisions and changes that I am suggesting for the consideration of this Assembly
will give Manitobans, if notthe most progressive Workmen's Compensation Act in Canada, in
many respects it will provide to our workmen who are unfortunately injured in industry a
hetter shake, to use that phraseology, than they've ever had in the past.

I am prepared as I indicated, Mr. Speaker, to accept criticisms that we have gone too
far, that we have not gone far enough. We have earnestly attempted to produce a reasonable
Workmen's Compensation Act, reasonable provisions for injured workmen and I recommend
this measure to the Assembly. :

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan River.

MR. JAMES H. BILTON (Swan River): Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Honourable Minis-~
ter would answer a couple of brief questions I have? He spoke of a million dollar grant from
the Provincial Treasury. Is that a million dollars each year ? I wonder also, Mr. Minister,
do you foresee any increases in the rates to employers in the foreseeable future ?

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please.

MR, PAULLEY: I trust I will not be closing the debate if I do answer the questions. If
I am, Mr. Speaker, I would defer doing that.

MR, SPEAKER: Is it the desire of the House to proceed with the motion? In that case,
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MR. SPEAKER cont'd) . . . . . the Honourable Minister of Labour will be closing debate.
The Honourable Member for Morris.
MR, JORGENSON: . . . perfectly agreeable to allow him to answer that question .

MR, SPEAKER: I should like to indicate that I think our procedure in the past has been
that the member has presented a bill, unless it was a specific question in regard to some
clarification on a particular point, I would not entertain a question that's going to open further
debate. I would entertain that we proceed in normal fashion with debate and the Minister close
debate and answer all the questions at that particular time, otherwise we'll have a cross-fire
of back and forth questions continually. The Honourable Member for Morris.

MR, JORGENSON: On that point, Mr. Chairman, that's perfectly agreeable to us. I had
assumed, perhaps erroneously, that you had allowed the question. If you have not, Sir, then
1 agree with you that it should not be permitted to be answered.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour. -

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I could answer the two precise questions of my honour-
able friend; on the general understanding of course that I'm not closing the debate because I
think this is such an important matter to all Manitobans that the debate should not be closed
this afternoon. But I am prepared to answer the two precise questions and I trust that this
will not of course get into a debate or the likes of that.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour wish to answer those particular
questions or does the Honourable Member for Swan River wish to carry the debate ?

MR, BILTON: I appreciate your opinion and you did comment to the effect that the ques-
tion ought to be asked relative to something that the Minister said, I apologize if I have dis-
turbed the operation of the House but if you would allow that question I think it would be well
worthwhile at this time.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Chairman, my honourable friend from Swan River asked me in
respect of the contribution of a million dollars, whether this would be annually. The answer
is no. It is a contribution, to call it that, from the Consolidated Revenue amortized over a
twelve year period in respect of past pensions, to help bear the cost of past pensions. His
second question dealt with the matter of increased assessment on industry. The answer is
that it's very likely that there will be increased assessments because of the fact that we are
increasing pensions in respect of both past and future pension awards to injured workmen.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry.

MR, L. R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, if nobody else wishes to speak
at this time I wish to move, seconded by the Honourable Member for Roblin that the debate be
adjourned.

MR, SPEAKER presented the motion and after a voice vote declared the motion carried.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. SAUL CHERNIACK Q. C, (Minister of Finance) (St. Johns): Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move, seconded by the Honourable Minister of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs, that
Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into committee to consider
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

MR. SPEAKER presented the motion and after a voice vote declared the motion carried
and the House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply with the Honourable Member for
Logan in the Chair.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs.

MR, DESJARDINS: Thank you, Mr.' Chairman, I'd like to keep on answering some of
the questions that was asked of me the other day. First of all I would like to make a correc-
tion and thank the Honourable Member from Charleswood who drew it to my attention. On Janu-
uary 7th, in a Press release on a Gimli project it was stated that 150 unit permanent trailer
site was to be constructed as part of this project. Well, this is indeed an error. A trailer
park will be constructed but it is to serve transient campers and vacationers rather than being
a mobile home subdivision as the release might imply.

Then I have a short statement -- the Honourable Member from Birtle~Russell I think
that he was speaking just when the hour to adjourn was upon us. He was taiking about the
houseboat and I have a very short statement on that. The houseboat are a relatively new kind
of recreational facility, they are making an appearance in some of the park areas, that's true,
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(MR. DESJARDINS cont'd) . . . . . and houseboats must be prohibited since they constitute a
pollution hazard and they take up unnecessary space at public mooring sites and use public
service at no cost to the owner. I might say that we probably will have at this session - make
amendments to the Parks Act, and we hope that this will be taken care of at the time.

Now, Mr. Chairman, just a few minutes ago the First Minister proclaimed the ""Friendly
Manitoba Week' that'll be from the 11th to.the 17th. The proclamation, this is a first step in
an intensive in-province advertising, this is the first time that we've done that actually, an
informational campaign by the Tourist Branch urging Manitobans to travel more and spend
their vacation within the province and to inform others of Manitoba's attraction as a vacation
playground. Manitoba is widely known as the friendly province and tourism is one of the major
earners of export dollars for the province by attracting tourists and vacationers from other
parts of Canada and the United States. Manitoba's hospitality is appreciated by tourists; how-
ever, the majority of Manitobans are not really aware of the many varied things this province
has to offer to the vacationing public. We look on every Manitoban as a goodwill ambassador
for the province; the more each one knows about other parts of the province through having
been there, enjoying the attraction and getting to know other Manitobans the better equipped he
will be to fill this role.

During Friendly Manitoba Week, promotional material will be presented urging Mani-
tobans to travel and plan vacations in Manitoba. Every Manitoba family is invited to obtain a
free copy of the Manitoba Vacation Handbook containing detailed information about travel routes,
accommodation, points of interest and special events in the province. Copies are available
from the local Tourist Information Office or from the Tourist Branch at 408 Norquay Building,
Mr. Chairman,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. There don't seem to be too many in the Chamber but
we're making an awful lot of racket.

MR. DESJARDINS: Participation in Friendly Manitoba Week is easy. Just pickup a
destination, drive there with your family and spend some time getting to know the place and
the people. Do it often and you too will discover Friendly Manitoba.

Mr. Chairman, I am very pleased at this time to introduce a young lady, a young lady
that was just named Miss Friendly Manitoba. She is an ambassador of goodwill and will be
travelling about the province this summer to tell other Manitobans the story of Manitoba the
Friendly Province. She is Miss Janette Walker; she is sitting with Mr. Organ our Director
of Tourism in the Gallery of the Speaker. .

Miss Walker is a 21 year old education student at the University of Manitoba who holds
a BA degree, has hobbies in sports, reading and travel and likes meeting and talking to people.
Miss Walker was the last lady stick at St. John's College, she has been active on student coun-
cils through university and was Freshie Chairman and public relations director for St. John's
during the 1969/70 season. She has been involved in choir work and explorers in her church.
Her background coupled with a friendly outgoing personality has fitted Miss Walker well to fill
the role of "Miss Friendly Manitoba." In this role she will appear at all major fairs, festivals,
rodeos and other special events throughout Manitoba this summer. She has already partici-
pated in major tourism, marketing presentation, sponsored by the Manitoba Tourist Branch
in several cities and neighbouring states across the United States border. Miss Walker says
she is looking forward to visiting with people across the province. ‘1T want to talk to people
face to face, on radio and television and through newspaper colums to impress upon them that
Manitoba is a friendly province and they are all part of it", Miss Walker said. I'm sure that
she's going to do a good job for Manitoba.

Mr. Chairman, members might have noticed also that while they were walking in this
Chamber today they had other charming girls who presented them with a booklet suggesting
that they join a club, and the badge of Friendly Manitoba. These charming girls are also
students, come to us through the STEP Program and they will be - I think that we will have 16
of these young ladies, Eight of these students will be based right here at the Legislative Build-
ing. They will act as guides for groups of four to fifteen visitors wanting to go on a planned
walking tour. I thinkthat there's no point in me repeating this. This was announced last week
and I hope that you will help promote these tours, these young girls are anxious to please the
tourists, as my honourable friend from Roblin stated. The four girls that were at the doors of
this Chamber were Miss Sandy Wolochuk, Miss Jennifer Young, Miss Carol Love and Miss
Marguerite Cormier and there are sixteen in all. Not all at the Building here but some at our
Tourist Information Booth at the Airport, the Polo Park:Shopping Centre and the Bay and Eatons.
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(MR. DESJARDINS cont'd)

Mr. Chairman, the Honourable Member from Churchill asked me something about
national park and time did not permit me to give him the proper answer and I would like to
make a statement on the national park. I think this is something that is quite interesting to
many of the members. )

There has been a good deal of controversy over the policy in National Parks and on the
establishment of a second National Park in the Province. Firstly, it must be understood that
land found suitable for National Park purposes must be of special quality or have an uniqueness
warranting preservation and protection by the Federal Government. In our discussions with
the Federal officers we are aware of their special interest in Manitoba. These may include
for example, a wild river such as the upper Churchill, upstream from Granville Lake, Poplar,
Berens or Blood Vein Rivers on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. Or as another example, a
section of the Hudson's Bay lowland centering on the area between Churchill and Cape Tatnam
on James Bay. All of these have qualities unlike areas currently in the National Park system
and therefore would serve to broaden the variety of National Park experiences available to
Canadians and our visitors.

We are co-operating with the National Park people in studies in some of these areas this
summer. We believe in the National Park's idea that representative or unique parts of our
country should be preserved in posterity for recreational and scientific study purposes. With
the pace of development in the country one can foresee where the special landscape, wildlife,
habitats and our natural and human historical assets could easily be obliterated.

However, there are complications in the process of establishing a National Park once an
area has been found suitable. The National Park policy requires that the prescribed land be
turned over to the Federal Government free of all encumibrances. This means that the particu-
lar area no longer comes under provincial jurisdiction for any purpose whatsoever. Hunting,
fishing, trapping, timber harvesting, mineral exploration are not generally permitted. It re-
quires therefore that a careful evaluation be made of the overall costs to Manitoba in any trans-
fer of lands for a National Park.

In some areas the benefits of establishing a National Park other than for conservation
purposes, which are important in themselves, may be minimal. The access to the resources
traditionally held by our native people is a most important question. The importance of the
mineral, forest,commercial fishing resources when in the area selected are other considerations:
When not adequately inventoried these may limit important economic development options for
all time,

Now, Mr. Chairman, together with the Department of Mines and Resources Manage ment
we are examining the area suggested from these points of view: Certainly we wish to protect
and preserve the important recreational and ecological resources of the province but at the
same time we would like to know at what cost. There was some concern expressed over the
current policy of the National Park Services to close out some of the long established business
lease in Riding Mountain. This was something T think that was brought up by the Member for
Roblin. To the best of our knowledge only the roller skating rink has so far been closed out.
Much of the apprehension expressed by local citizens is not founded on fact but is largely ru-
mours that we have not been able to substantiate but we will try to keep posted.

A new master plan for Riding Mountain is in preparation with completion and public hear-
ings expected to be held some time this fall or early spring. The new plans would be unveiled
at that time. When we have had all the opportunity to study this rest assured that the interest
of Manitobans will be foremost in our presentation, that is the province presentation.

I was also asked about the camp grounds in some of the - the accelerated capital work
projects that we had done this year. I think it was the Honourable Member from Churchill.
And I can enumerate some of them. There was Adam Lake, Turtle Mountain Provincial Park,
Asessippi Provincial Park, Bird Lake Provincial Recreational Area, Bird's Hill Provincial
Park, Buffalo Lake Wayside, Childs Lake, Duck Mountain Provincial Park, Red River Flood-
way Recreational Development, Grand Beach Provincial Park Camp Ground, Grindstone Pro-
vincial Recreational Area, Hadashville Camp Ground, Hecla Provincial Park, Kiski Wayside,
Lac du Bonnet Campground, Lynch Point Provincial Recreational Area, Manitoba Provincial
Recreational Area, Minago Wayside, Nutimik Lake Campground, Whiteshell Provincial Park,
Paint Lake Provincial Recreational Area Campground, Rainbow Beach Provincial Recreation
Area, St. Ambroise Garage Provincial Recreation Area, St. Malo Provincial Recreation Area,
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(MR. DESJARDINS cont'd) . . . . . Stephenfield Provincial Recreation Area, Treherne-Rathwell
Wayside, Wekusko Lake Way51de West Hawk Lake Campgrounds in the Whiteshell Provmmal
Park.

The need to create add1t10na1 winter jobs in Manitoba has prompted the Department
through the Parks Branch to undertake a number of significant accelerated work projects such
as those mentioned, Mr. Speaker. These projects are intended both to create jobs and to
create much needed recreational facilities.

Camp grounds are being constructed at the Ontario border on the Trans-Canada Highway,
at Bird Lake, Nutimik Lake as I mentioned, all those that'I mentioned. Day-use facilities are
being developed in Bird's Hill Provincial Park and at Adam Lake as mentioned, some of the
other places. A number of improvements are under way to wayside in western and northern
Manitoba as well as some new development. There are new programs included in the acceler-
ated budget. Three just beginning and one is almost completed. The first is a modest begin-
ning on the design and future development of Recreation of Space and Opportunity around the
Red River Floodway but we certainly want to push this. I mean there has been planting of trees
now for a number of years and you can't see too much of that, it's not too visible, but we hope
to push this a little more. We hope by next winter anyway that some of these places on the
Floodway will be operating for winter sports.

And of course there's this new Tourist Reception Centre that I mentioned, I think most
of them here, and also the Pine Grove Hall - this is the Hadashville Campground. There is
no point in mentioning all those again, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to thank the Honourable Member for Point Douglas, who's not here now for
his kind remarks and his concern for the people in having the responsibility of government, of
this Department to help them take advantage of their leisure time and I can assure him that we
will keep that in mind.

There is something else that I just touched on the last - two days ago, Myr. Chairman,
was the Statistics Canada - the statement that I made coming from Statistics Canada for the
period of January 1st to April 30th of this year, showed that Manitoba had a 28 percent increase
in U. 8. vehicles entering the province. I believe this to be very significant statistics and by
no means an accidental occurrence. It is the direct result of good programming and marketing
policies by the Tourist Branch of this department - and this is long before I got in this depart-
ment, Mr. Chairman. The increase is especially significant in light of the fact that on a
Canada-wide basis tourism has declined by roughly 12-1/2 percent in the first three months of
this year. Yet the Statistics Canada release shows that British Columbia recorded approxi-
mate 3-1/2 increase, Alberta and Nova Scotia had almost insignificant increase, but all of the
other Canadian provinces had a decrease in U. S. vehicle entries. So the increase here in
Manitoba is very important.

Those that criticize Manitoba's record in the field of tourism should perhaps examine
Manitoba's record in comparison with the rest of Canada, and particularly with those provinces
with similar budgets. Manitoba in the past few years has been at the top three in percentage
of increase in the development of tourism and this includes the development of parks, commer-
cial hotels, motels and festival attractions. We admit that we have not been strong in develop-
ment in the resort field but we are endeavouring to rectify this situation now.

Any professional marketing man knows that you can find at least several different ways of
marketing any product and that the selection of the method or methods to be used is a matter of
experience and judgment. The tourist business is certainly no exception. = We believe our judg-
ment has been, or I should say the judgment of the department has been reasonably sound and
I would suggest that statistical results prove this out. This department is well recognized as
having one of the best travel research organizations in Canada to assist in determining the best
methods of marketing.: We use the most sophisticated methods available when defining our mar-
kets,. our potential -visitors within these markets and the proper vehicle with which to carry our
message to that market. For instance, many of our advertisements are pre-tested with the
public prior to being used and we carry out extensive conversation programs to determine how
many people visit'Manitoba as a result of our media advertising program. - Also we plug it
through the Federal Government's :Computer Program System which will determine in minutes
the type of market, the type of leadership,. or viewing.or hstener that we can reach by any par-
ticular media mix that may be selected.

Each of our approximate. 175,000 tourist enquiries also goes on oomputer records for
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(MR. DESJARDINS cont'd) . . . . . future reference and research, and for checking each media
for it s specific value as a motivator - I believe that the mix we have in our marketing program
is one of the best - refers to the sports show programs which complement our direct media
advertising, and their recently instituted mall promotion programs in our near market areas
which were a departure from the traditional methods of marketing. A well balanced program

is a basic necessity. I believe that Manitoba can take the credit for first developing mall pro-
grams on a provincial basis. This was recognized at the travel and convention meeting that
they had in Victoria just a few weeks ago.

This year we were again in Moorhead, Bismarck and Minot. AndI might mention that
the department received very complimentary marks on the development of this particular pro-
gram at the recent Travel Industry Association Convention, as I mentioned. Our Editor's
Tour Program has been recognized as one of the most outstanding in Canada and the non-paid
editorial exposure that Manitoba received in magazines and newspapers is a testimonial to the
success of this program.

The department has also produced a series of travel films in the pastanda recent one
"Festival Country' won several movie awards and was the first provincial travel film to be
converted to 35 mm for showing in motion picture theatres across the continent. This year
the department plans to produce another new travel film which will feature northern Manitoba.

I think that we are just receiving the bid now,

Manitoba is a front rank competitor for the tourist and the tourist dollar in relation to
the amount offitnds that are devoted to both development and marketing in this field. Based on
a per staff unit input I suggest that we could challenge any province to match the program as
carried out by this department in the degree of success achieved. Let me not hesitate to add
that I do not believe we should stand on our past laurels and I fully recognize that there is much
more that can be done to develop the tourist industry to its highest potential. As I mentioned
previously, amendments to the Department Act will make provision for a tourist advisory coun-
cil - and by this means I and my staff plan to meet on regular basis with the key representatives
from all of the industries involved in development of tourism in the province in order to gain
and take advantage of the ideas, problems and advice that the representatives can give us in
our effort to further develop the industry. But I think that probably the greatest advantage that
we have is that our people here in Manitoba are so friendly, and I think that this is known cer-
tainly all across the continent and I hope that we will continue with this.

Now there has been some I believe tobe sincere criticism expressed in the House of
some of the advertisements in the U. S. national magazines. Some particular fault was found
with one that appeared in the New Yorker this spring. I think the Honourable Member from
Fort Garry, in fact one of my colleagues also didn't like the ad. The reaction of any individual
to any particular advertisement is a very personal thing, I think this is true whether or not
you are talking about television, radio or advertisements appearing in the written media, What
highly appeals to one individual may offend another. The feel of advertising is a highly special-
ized and competitive one which attracts very creative people. Sometimes one takes a flier on
the different types of advertisement with an unusual approach and we are not always certain of
the overall reaction and results. But if we are to be innovative we must occasionally try some
controversial advertising. The great bulk of our magazine media advertising is concentrated
in family type national magazines with some support in specialized sports and outdoor maga-
zines. The New Yorker advertisement was aimed at a very specific group of people and was
therefore admittedly somewhat different from the usual form of tourist advertisement.

The State of New York is an important potential market to our province insofar as the
travel industry is concerned. The reason for advertising in the New Yorker was an attempt to
create an awareness of this province in the sophisticated New York market. This is the market
that has a great deal of money to spend and one that would take advantage of motel or hotel ac-
commodation during a visit in the province rather than use our camp grounds which are so much
in demand. I do not think that we can be faulted for trying to further develop this lucrative mar-
ket. In order to understand the advertisement —- and I must confess that I had the same re-
action as the honourable member when I first saw it, I couldn't figure out what they were trying
to do —- I think it is necessary to be familiar with the person that the Honourable Member from
Fort Garry called a conceited New Yorker studying a butterfly, who is the central character
of the advertisement. This particular character is synonymous with the New Yorker publication
and one that their loyal readers are particularly fond of. The character is quite famous in New
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(MR. DESJARDINS cont'd) . . . . . York publishing circles and is well recognized by the vast

majority of people who would read any given issue of the New Yorker. The gentleman's name
is Eustache Tilley, who was the creation of one of the early staff members of the New Yorker
magazine, Mr. Cory Ford, a humourist and sports writer. The character is a spoof of what

was felt to be the typical Danny of the period when he first appeared in 1925 and he is featured
every year in the New Yorker anniver sary issue which appears the third week in February.

I'm sure that not everyone will consider the New Yorker advertisement to be a good one
but I thought that you would be interested in the background of the advertisement which may not -
have been apparent to non-regular readers of the New York magazine. I should confess that
I'm certainly one of them but after I received this explanation I felt that probably the ad was a
good one. I've received a compliment, of course some of the people were made aware of the
criticism received in this House and some of the people from the New Yorker sent me some
material explaining this also and telling me of the reaction that they had.

Mr. Chairman, I think - I hope that this is all. I've tried to answer ali the questions
that was asked me so far and in case there are some others, I'd liketo. . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Assiniboia.

MR. PATRICK: Mr. Chairman, perhaps I can begin by congratulating Miss Walker, who
has been chosen as Miss Manitoba, and I'm sure that she will certainly be a great credit tothe
Minister's Department in promoting tourism in this province,

Perhaps the first question, before I get into my remarks, that I would ask the Minister -
I know that he has created a considerable amount of interest in his Estimates and a consider-
able amount of debate has already taken place. But he indicated that Manitoba stands quite
high in respect to other provinces as to the tourists coming into this province, and the Minister
has given us some figures. Perhaps - in my opinion I feel our tourist industry is somewhere
in the beginning stage; and it's only natural that a very high increase in traffic - or people that
Manitoba border - that this would only be natural because our tourist industry is somewhat in
a beginning stage, which is not so in some of the other provinces; or can he give us the statis-
tics of total entries in this province as compared with some of the other provinces. I feel this
would be some indication how our tourist industry compares to some of the other provinces.
But I'll get into that a little later.

The first point that I wish to make is I believe that the philosophy of lotteries, that reve-
nue should be used for recreational and cultural purposes. I think it's a great breakthrough
for recreation in this province. I think that we need money for some capital costs, and particu-
larly in many areas - not only in parts of Manitoba, but as well in the metropolitan area for
such things as artificial ice and recreational facilities. I know that in some of the other prov-

inces, and particularly eastern Canada, very small centres - 10,000, 5,000 populationcentres -

that have artificial ice; and some with 20,000 population would have two artificial ice. So in
my opinion, that the grants should develop a program to involve Manitobans in certain competi-
tive sports; and to have grants for training of coaches and instructors is certainly a good one.
I believe that the lotteries —— that the revenue from the lotteries will certainly be of great
assistance to - not only to promote coaches and instructors as such but I hope that grants will
definitely be used in assisting to develop centres that will be utilized by many of these people.
I'm sure that everybody's aware that we are every year having a shorter work week, and there
is more and more people that have more leisure time - and I believe that everyone would sort
of summarize that physical fitness is the ability to fill one's place as an active member of
society in a way that he would have enough energy to take one's place in the society; and also
to do it in a very healthy and not in a fatigued way, and I believe there's more and more people
are very conscious in this day of their physical fitness. And I think that not only the Minister
has to give consideration to prepare people for more leisure, but as well to create facilities
where they can participate in physical fitness. - My question to him is - I know that I've had a
couple of requests - how do organizations apply or where can they get applications. I know
the Minister has stated as to the policy, and the grants will be available. But I've had a re-
quest from people in my constituency - and I have taken the time myself to contact the City of
Winnipeg and I've went to about five or six departments, and they could find nobody in‘the City
Hall that could direct me to the right place, and nobody that was even familiar with the policy

that the Minister stated to the House. So perhaps if he can either acquaint the Grants Chairman

of the City of Winnipeg or the Clerk's Office to whom the people can direct their requests and
where the applications can be sécured, I think this would be of some assistance.
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(MR, PATRICK cont'd)
My other point, Mr. Chairman, I know that the Minister has talked about the job that

the department is doing and I wish to compliment him because it sounds quite encouraging.

In northern Manitoba I wonder if he has involved - or is there any opportunity for the native
people to be involved in operating or running any of the tourist or recreation facilities for our
tourists. I believe that there may be one area that can be explored and may be explored with
the Minister of Labour, where native people can get involved in the tourist industry. I think
this would be one way of creating employment in northern Manitoba, and this may be a good
area to start. I believe also that perhaps the opportunities in tourism is much greater in Mani-
toba than perhaps many other industries, and perhaps the Minister can do some kind of a re-
search within his own department to see what kind of an impact that tourism can have on the
Province of Manitoba. I know that moeney spent in Manitoba by visitors represents export of
services, and really represents wages in this province. I know that there has been a small
increase, a modest increase in his Estimates, but I am told that I understand myself that it

is still smaller than probably the salaries and the wages that are paid for the licensing Bureau
within the Motor Vehicle Branch,

So in my opinion we could have spent more money in this department because tourist
industry is a very labour intensive industry; creates many jobs. And not only that we can
create many jobs for our students during the summer, we can also create jobs for say people
that are working on the farms - for these people during the winter time. Since it is very
labour intensive, perhaps it's time that we've taken another look and see how we can expand
the tourist and really make it a much larger industry than it is at the present time,

I know that one thing that has been pointed out and has come to my attention - and has
been stated in some of the reports that has been prepared for the government in some years
ago - that there's been a gradual decline by the tourist - by that I mean there may be more
tourists coming to Manitoba but their stay in Manitoba has been shorter. At one time it has
been something four or five days, and it has been decreased to three days - and it's been de-
creasing, the length of stay in Manitoba. And I would like to point out if the Minister has given
any consideration = what were the reasons, or what are the reasons for the tourists not staying
longer in Manitoba? I believe that we are quite rich in historical sites in this province; per-
haps they have not been developed to the point that they should have been, and not publicized
properly. But surely we have some real good regional attractions, and many of these tourists
can surely be attracted to these regional attractions; such things as the Morris Stampede; the
Northwest Stampede in Swan River, which I know the Member for Swan River certainly publi-
cizes sufficiently here - but I wonder if the tourists travelling through the province are suffi-
ciently aware. There's Altona Sunflower Festival; the Northwest Stampede; the Icelandic
Festival; the Trout Festival, Brandon Fair, Manisphere, and of course the Buffalo Barbecue
which has certainly has been growing in leaps and bounds and attracts many thousands of people.

So perhaps the Minister can examine why the tourists do not stay longer in Manitoba.

As I mentioned we have many historical sites; perhaps have some of these have to be updated,
and repairs to the extent that they can be really great attractions, Manitoba certainly has a
very exciting history because it was the frontier when western Canada was developed. This is
the area when all the people had to travel through; this is the place where the buffalo hunts
took place and certainly it is very rich; it's got a very rich history in its development, so
these things should perhaps be pointed out and certainly we can to some extent capitalize on
that publicity. I also understand that there's only about 37 percent of the tourists entering
Manitoba that do stay - or 30 percent of the tourists stay in Winnipeg; and the rest spread out
throughout Manitoba, and this is itself an indication that these attractions throughout the
province should be publicized. We have such things as the Lower Fort Garry; and of course
we have now four boats on the river which are certainly an attraction; and we have the most
lucrative and the best, I understand, Derby now ran in Canada, it's the richest purse I under-
stand in Canada. This could certainly be an attraction. I did not hear the Minister elaborate
too much on the Birds Hill Park. I think it's probably one of the best things that ever happened
to the City of Winnipeg, to have a park that's some nine or ten thousand acres large so close
to the city - within 15 miles or 20 minutes fromthe city.  And1 understand it has a capacity
for small camper trailers - I would like to know what the capacity is - and this in itself is a
great attraction to many people travelling, that modes of travel today by car and pulling a
camper trailer which this park would accommodate I understand thousands of trailers. This I
believe should be publicized and certainly would be an attraction.



June 8, 1972 2783

(MR. PATRICK cont'd)

There's another point that maybe the Minister can get together with the Minister .of
Highways - I know it doesn't pertain to him particularly, but I understand on the weekends,
and I've seen it between here and Birds Hill Park - you see thousands of bicycles on the high-
way, and there has been quite a few accidents as of recent. I wonder ‘if it would be possible-
at least close proximity to Winnipeg ~ to have a certain lane marked off - say, be it 5 or 6
feet alobg the highway - particularly to our parks, a park like Birds Hill Park - a lanestrictly
for bicycles, and this may be worthwhile consideration which may eliminate some accidents.
So perhaps the Minister can get together with the Minister of Highways and see if this could
be possible. . -

I believe that there are other things that the Minister should be giving consideration to
for developing the tourist industry. And perhaps such things can be considered as international
auto racing that could be -~ cross country auto racing that could be held in perhaps southwest
Manitoba. We could develop also an air show the type that they have, I believe, in B.C. be-
cause we have naturally better facilities, be it Rivers. or Portage la Prairie - than some of
the centres in B. C, - an international air show that we could take advantage of. I know that
we're told and we will be in a World Hockey League - I hope it materializes; if it dcesn't I -
believe the Minister should start thinking about a National Hockey League franchise if the
World Hockey League doesn't materialize. I thinkthat certainly the National Hockey League
has not treated Canada fairly, when you have 100 percent of the players come from this
country and the Vancouver Canucks have to fight and struggle to get a franchise in'that city.
And it took them a long time before they finally got one and the price was so high that it was
pretty difficult to find investors in this country. I think it's a shame that this happened.
Really I think that consideration should have been given quite a few years ago to a franchise,
not only one more:franchise in Canada - for two or more since more of your players do come
from this country. So this is something that the Minister will have to think about. I believe
that the sports facilities at the arena are now expanded, and I think that they will have to be
continued to be expanded because you have to look into the future - to look into the future of
ten years from now and twenty years from now when we will have 700, 000 people in this city-
instead of waiting and probably losing the professional sports that we have at the present time.

So these are a few of the things that I wanted to put on the record. I know much has
been said by many other members and there's very little left to say because most of the mem-
bers have pretty well touched everything that there was to talk on, Mr. Chairman. I also be-
lieve that the Minister can promote our tourist industry by perhaps showing some proper
brochures - or making proper brochures and sending them to such tourist agents in say,
Minneapolis, Chicago and maybe having a tourist convention ~- type of a tourist convention in
Minneapolis where you can show slides to all your travel agents in the Minneapolis centre,
what there is to see in Manitoba. And perhaps this could be repeated in at least the midwest
cities within say a thousand miles from Winnipeg. Surely I think there is lots to sc2 in
Manitoba, and I think that this is one way of promoting tourism in a not too expensive way -
because if we facilitate most of the travel agents say, in Minneapolis and have a.one-day show
and through a slide projection tell them what there is in this Province, I'm sure that this
would certainly be a tremendous amount of publicity that we can gain.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Swan River.

MR. MACKLING: Swan River? I was just going to ask a question.' I thought the
honourable member would answer a question. I'm sorry I wasn't listening all that closely;

I apologize for the honourable member, but I don't think I heard him say anything about the
Museum in St. James-Assiniboia. Would he care to correct me if I'm wrong. Did he mention
that? . :
MR. PATRICK: Well I want to thank the Attorney-General very much for reminding me.
I did not mention it but I perhaps was going to mention it. I.am very much familiar with he
museum and --(Interjection)-- I would not only say that this is certainly - would be a good
attraction to all the tourists coming-into Winnipeg to visit St. James-Assiniboia to see our
Museum. And also to see our wild prairie, which is the only one of its type I understand in
existence in North America; which is in-its natural state, where you can see thousands and
thousands of wild flowers in its natural state. . In fact I understand that some of the biologists
and some of the people have even found footprints of the buffalos that were grazing in that
area many hundreds of years ago. "So there's certainly a great amount of things that could. be
said about the wild prairie, the Museum in St. James-Assiniboia as well - the Museum in
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(MR. PATRICK cont'd) . . . . . St. James-Assiniboia. So it's - could not only be a great
tourist attraction to our tourists, but as well as to many of the people in this House that would
make themselves acquainted with it.

So I believe with this type of a promotion we may be on a real start, great big tourist
boom for this province and the type of enthusiasm that the Minister has shown, I believe that
certainly this can be increased. I did not hear the Minister say if he has any tourist information
centres in the two large cities - I'm talking again about Chicago and Minneapolis where the
majority of our tourists come from, from the midwest States. So this would be an idea which
again I feel would not be a great expense. I understand that at least many people that have
studied this area of tourism tell us that this industry can be expanded as much as ten times in
a very short while, If this is true, then I'd say we should certainly take the opportunity and do
it. ’

The other point that the Minister just mentioned before he sat down that our parks are
full, that tourists are really - the percentage of tourists coming to Manitoba has increased
substantially; and if this is so, is there any other lakes aside from Hecla that we're aware of -
is there any other lakes that the Minister has in his long range program, is considering opening.
I am particularly referring to lakes like West Hawk or Falcon Lake and so on.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order. Is the honourable member still answering that one question
that he was asked.

MR, MACKLING: On a point of order, I rose - I indicated the honourable member that I
wanted to ask him a question. He sat down so that I could put my question to him.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Oh I see.

MR. MACKLING: Yes.

MR, PATRICK: Well, Mr. Chairman, was my time upor...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. I thought - I understood that you had sat down.

MR. PATRICK: I answered the question and I continued in my remarks. So I believe I
answered the questions. So perhaps the Minister can give some consideration to the points that
I raised to him. Again I say the exhibits of Manitoba attractions can be perhaps displayed in at
least a few large cities. And I'm interested since our parks are utilized to such a great extent,
to the fullest extent. Isthe Minister giving any consideration to opening some - I don't say
opening, you don't have to develop the lake as a commercial attraction but surely you can open
it to the extent that build a roadway to a lake where people would be interested to get in there
to either fish or put tents up. I'm talking about Manitoba people themselves who really like to
explore back woods and remote areas at the lakes and do some fishing. So this is something
that the Minister can be giving some consideration to. Birds Hill Park, I feel it has not been
promoted to the extent that it should have been - Birds Hill Park, particularly the facilities
that we have there for camper trailers and parking for few days in there. I think that there's -
at least we were told at one time that there will be facilities for at least 5,000 trailers or more
and I would like to know to what extent we have tourists using this park and so on.

The Minister did not say too much about skiing. I believe this is probably one of the
fastest growing recreation thing that has probably gripped not only this part of the country but
all over, and I think there is potential to expand this. And a place like - at least Falcon Lake,
you have good, really good facilities there, you have a real excellent chalet with three tow
ropes; I think that you would keep more people utilizing this not only on a Sunday but perhaps it
could be utilized say for three days of the week, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays - or four days,
- and during the Christmas holidays - and maybe some parts of the winter it could be utilized
all week. But one point - there are many people that are just not able to use the tow rope be-
cause the hills are - it's not a gradual hill, it's a very steep hill almost straight up and it's
very difficult for many people to use a tow rope when it's so steep. And you find many people
going by Falcon Lake and going on to Kenora where they can use a T-Bar. So perhaps the
Minister can give consideration to installing, I'm not saying that every tow rope should be re-
placed by a T-Bar, but at least maybe we could have one T-Bar somewhere in Manitoba. --
(Interjection)-- Yes, I appreciate that from the Honourable Member for Ste. Rose; but the one
at McCreary is almost getting to the point on a weekend, when you have a nice weekend it's like
skiing in Japan where people go to the mountainside and they wait from five to six hours to get
on a chair lift or a T-Bar and they may only get one ski downhill in a day - and that's a great
skiing day they've had. They travel for hundreds of miles to get there. Now McCreary is al-
most at that point - when you get on a weekend, if you get 1,500.or 2,000 people there you have
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(MR, PATRICK cont'd) . . . . . to wait in line almost half an hour to an hour before you can,
you know, take one ride up the hill. So it's a pretty long wait - so I would suggest to the
Minister to give serious consideration to install a T-Bar at one of the other resorts. I'm sure
he must appreciate that not too long ago that many people thought that our winters were pretty
cold and it wasn't fit for recreation, but with opening of ski resorts and the use of snowmobiles
we don't feel that the winters are too cold any more. And there's more and more people are
certainly participating in all kinds of winter recreation, be it skiing, snowshoeing and toboggan-
ing or snowmobiling. So I hope that the Minister would give consideration to one of those points.

The other - there's one more point that I have --(Interjection)-- I have one point thatI
see that was put out in a news services report and that stated that the tourist industry will play
a very important role in-northern Manitoba. And I did raise a question to the Minister in
respect to any of the native people operating such tourist resorts, and perhaps the Minister
can tell us just what the government intends or what facilities they will be developing in the
far north. Andthe other one - has the Minister put anything together in the way of, or a
series of package vacation trips for people visiting Manitoba including such things as airfare,
and rental of accommodation and places they can go to.

Mr. Chairman, there's another point that has come to my mind and that is many people
that visit Winnipeg for at least'two months, July and August. I would hope that the Minister
could give consideration to having such things as arranging buses to take the tourists, and to
have a tour of the city to see the sights or points of interest. I would say that almost every
city that's at least half a million people or more, or even smaller cities, during the summer
holidays, July and August do this ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order. The time allotted to the member has expired.

..... continued on next page
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Swan River,

MR, BILTON: Mr. Chairman, I only have a brief word. The Minister has outlined an
extensive program for his department in this coming year - and from what we have heard today
and yesterday, he's had many suggestions put his way, and I just have one more. I see he's in
a receptive mood.

I notice that press releases out of Ottawa, Mr. Chairman, suggest that the Federal
Government are going to give assistance to provinces, cities and towns to commemorate the
100th Anniversary of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police next year. I'm sure the Minister is
aware of it - that the RCMP played a tremendous role in the early history, the opening up of
the West - and it may be of interest to him to know that in 1874 the RCMP, or as it was known
then, the Northwest Mounted Police, had their headquarters in Swan River and close by Fort
Livingston across the border was of course the headquarters of the Northwest Council. In
fact the Northwest Council held its first meeting in that particular area. And the Mounted
Police Band - they were in Swan River during the visit of Her Majesty, and I think the feeling
behind that was that the first band of that Force was established in Swan River in 1874,

I wonder if the Minister would take under advisement the possibility of contacting the
Provincial Historian who I am sure would search out the detail in co-operation with the RCMP
headquarters in Ottawa as to the activities of the Force in those days. I feel it would be a boon
to tourist traffic during the oncoming year, and I would ask the Minister if he would take an
interest in this particular project and possibly give the towns and communities in which the
Force played a part in the early history toward whatever celebrations they may be making, and
possibly assist in the erection of historical plaques where they ought to be, I believe they are
long overdue; the area from the Hudson Bay down through the northern Manitoba to Swan Lake
and up the Swan River, and there's a portage from the Swan River to the Assiniboine over which
they carried their canoes and portaged down to the southern part of the province, The Hudson
Bay Company of course were proud of that picture, and the Northwest Company.

So in all sincerity, I would ask the Minister to possibly communicate on behalf of the
people of Manitoba as to exactly what the Federal Government intends to do toward this cele-
bration in Manitoba, and possibly from his research can put forward some suggestions that
will be well worthwhile and well accepted.

MR, CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Wellington,

MR, PHILIP M, PETURSSON (Wellington): Mr. Chairman, I would want to add my re-

~marks to the few that have been made by others - and in the first place to congratulate the
Minister on his department and on the work that he is doing and will be doing, It is one of the
most interesting departments I think of all the portfolios in this government, It will give him
an opportunity to see the people in the province in their lighter, more relaxed moments at
work and at play. It gives him an opportunity to welcome visitors to the province to explore,
and also to explore across the length and breadth of the province and to share in the enjoyments
and the relaxation of the people in the province.

When the Minister presented his Estimates, he was in some doubt about what name he
would prefer for his department rather than the long name that it has been given, a combination
of several. He didn't know whether it should be called a Department of Tourism, or the
Department of Recreation, or the Department of Culture, or Cultural Affairs or the Depart-
ment of Leisure - and I'm not going to be able to help him out very much in choosing a name -
but I would think that leisure would play a large part in the operation of his department. It's
one of the most important things to know, for people to know what to do with their leisure and
how to use their leisure time. And that applies most particularly to the older segment of the
population, the old age pensioners and so on, those who have passed the - a little more than
passed the age of discretion. And according to some statistics that I believe I have seen, the
people who are over that middle age - beyond it - are on the increase, they're getting to be
more and more of them,

And then there is the question of early retirement. If people are faced with early retire-
ment - whether by request or by compulsion - they will be thrown out into that area in which
they have nothing to do and which the regular routine of going to work and coming home follow-
ing a regular routine is broken. And it is important that people at that time have something to
do, something to think about, something in which they are involved, something of interest to
them that will give them a useful and an interesting activity,

I have known of people who have fallen into that unfortunate, unhappy situation of reaching
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(MR, PETURSSON cont'd)., , ., , . retirement and then hot knowing what in the world to do to
fill up their time, They have had plans but somehow these plans have gone awry and they
themselves have failed to be able to meet the challenge of inactivity of leisure. One man I
knew for instance had worked for the railroad and had followed a regular routine of four days
out on the railroad run, and then three days at home - and as he approached the age of retire-
ment he had made all kinds of plans about what he would do down at his summer cottage,

He was no sooner home off the regular run, then he was into his car and down to the cottage,
spent the next three days down there and then came back - unwillingly came back to have to go
back on the job again. Then he reached retirement and he went down to his cottage, and he
spent not three days but three weeks - and then he had to come back to the city. He went down
to the railroad yards to meet some of his old cronies, he came home - he tried it out at the
cottage again and it no longer had the same appeal to him that it had had before or that it had
seemed to have in his dreams of what he was going to do with his time in retirement, And
while he had retired in perfectly good health, within two years he was gone - dead, and we
were attending his funeral, Another man, not a railroader, but another occupation at which
there was pretty much of a routine, coming and going back and forth to work and home again -
and he also had plans for his retirement and things just did not seem to go as he had hoped for,
or expected, and he wound up in the psychiatric ward in one of the hospitals., And this probably
is the story of many.

Not long ago right here in Winnipeg there was a story of a man who had died in his room
completely alone and nobody seemed to have missed him, or have been interested in him, until
some inquiries were made and it was found out that he in effect was completely friendless; he
had nothing to do, nothing to fill up his time with and --(Interjection)-- Is that right? It
seemed to me that it's a great pity in our community that anything of that sort should happen
where a man can live his life, do his work and retire, and then die apparently without any
friends, any interests in life,

This is one area in this department that hopefully could be developed for the benefit of
the general population and I'm not only thinking of myself and Russ Paulley, the Honourable
Minister of Labour --(Interjection)-- but some others who are coming along the same as we
are and will eventually --(Interjection)-- moving along -- and eventually going out, But before
we go out I hope that we have a few moments of leisure time in which to enjoy one another and
our friends and some interests and activities in life,

Now Manitoba is a tourist province, I don't know that there are many places that can be
more attractive as far as tourists are concerned than Manitocba. We have historic sites and we
have museums, and according to a poll that was taken at one time, a year, two years, three
years ago, among tourists the two things that were highest on the list as being attractive to
them were museums and historic sites, and for the benefit of our Attorney-General I'm sure
that many tourists would be interested in the museum out in Assiniboia, I haven't seen it my-
self. I hope someday he may take me on a conducted tour so that --(Interjection)--- they call
it a museum, it's a large open field, I understand. --(Interjection)-- Do you want to expand?
Some time later on I think the Attorney-General may give me the opportunity of hearing more
about it or even of visiting it. It's an indication of the fact that while people coming into the
province they see a great number of things people living here seldom do. We should become
better acquainted with what we have. But I do know that Winnipeg has become and is one of
the more attractive cities on the continent, It still has enough sophistication to attract those
who like that, still has enough of the frontier flavour --(Interjection}-- Yes, it still has enough
of the frontier flavour to make it a drawing card among tourists, --(Interjection)-- The
honourable member here, or Party Whip, says it's attractive because of the beautiful women,
I don't argue that a bit because I know that there are so many Icelandic girls among them that
that helps to build up the average. And this has been mentioned before by others who have
spoken before me, It has a cultural centre here -- Winnipeg is a cultural centre of the first
degree. It has its city parks; it has the zoo; it has the Concert Hall, Planetarium, the Rainbow
Stage, the Museum of Man and Nature and the Museum in Assiniboia; it has this Legislative
Building which is second to none on the continent, and then there are the Archives which in .
time could become very attractive when they are moved finally over into the new Archives and
Library Building. If they are given sufficient space to spread out the way that they will spread
out, and have to spread out as an accumulation of contributions come in. --(Interjection)--
We could.  If he could place as a museum piece he might be or as one oi the -- part of the
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(MR. PETURSSON cont'd) . ., . .. archives, or the artifacts, set up in the building. The
Archive section has been given space in the new building but it is my impression that with the
materials that are already at hand the section will be filled up immediately leaving no space
for expansion, but I had the feeling that there should be sufficient space in the old Auditorium
Building to give room not only for what is already available, but for a great deal of material
that will be forthcoming later on.

And the rural areas - so I don't forget them - they all, not all but many of them, have
their museums and libraries, and they have historic sites, and they have picnic grounds,
curling rinks, skating rinks, and the opportunity and facilities for many activities. Manitoba
has a background to be proud of; it has a history that is rich in adventure and achievement,.
Much has been done, and much is still to be done, in the explorations of historic sites, the
opening of areas where artifacts are known to exist. Our rivers have interesting, romantic
histories in the part that they played historically in the opening up and the settlement of this
province, The province actually is still in the making. It is only, after all, it is only a
hundred years old, and in looking over the total area I feel that I take a somewhat different
view from that of the Honourable Member for Thompson because it seems that he is insistent
always on instant action. He doesn't recognize that things do, of necessity, have to move a
little more slowly than what some people sometimes feel that they should. He speaks as
though everything should come about almost instantaneously. When a new community is opened
up somewhere in the north my friend from Thompson feels that there should be immediate
facilities, immediate parks, immediate play areas, immediate recreational facilities, and so
on., Where he sees two picnic tables, he feels that there should be a whole new play area,
recreational area, But things are not done in that way, they're not done instantaneously.

Even the province which started, well was given its early beginnings when the Lord Selkirk
settlers came in had to move slowly and gradually as the need arose for one thing or another,
better homes, better roads, better facilities for travel, and so on. --(Interjection)-- My
friend knows that; I don't think I have to elaborate on that, But I was speaking about the
Honourable Member from Thompson and he should remember the old adage about '"Rome not
being made in a day'., It probably took a little more time than that, Then there's the story of
creationwith which my friend is very familiar that even the creator, who's all powerful,
omnipotent, all creative, didn't bring about the creation instantaneously -- after all he took
seven days and he had to rest between. Things didn't come out complete, perfect, 100 percent,
there are still some imperfections that certain individuals feel need correcting and they're
trying to do it.

Now when I held the Portfolio of Cultural Affairs it was ameng the most interesting ex-
periences in my life, I travelled over the province, not to every place in the province but I
covered a fair amount of ground. I met many people and - well visited many projects and
participated in many activites that were being carried out. I reviewed plans for projects. I
attended the unveiling of a number of memorials and markers, and I attended at other similar
occasions, and as I did these things I had the assistance and the support and the initiative of a
man to whose memory I would wish to pay tribute. He became recognized as Mr, Centennial.
He sparked many of the projects - if not most of them or all of them - he gave encouragement
to those who needed encouragement, and he initiated programs where he felt programs should
be worked on. I had the opportunity of establishing a relationship with this man as few have
had, I believe, and I came to appreciate and admire his energy, his ability, his untiring
activity, and his commitment to the job that he had taken on in running the Centennial cele-
brations in the province. In everything he undertook to do he gave himself fully and completely,
and sometimes beyond the extent of his own endurance, and even in his last days he refused to
be restricted by illness and he died carrying on the work of the Centennial activities, I believe
it can be truly said that he gave his life in the service of this province which was the province
of his birth and the province in which he lived and worked, and of course the members know
that I have reference to Maitland Steinkopf. In my view a great man, a very able, capable
person, the former member of this Legislature and the Director, >r the Co-ordinator of the
Centennial of the province. Fittingly an area adjoining the museum and the Centennial Concert
Hall - the Concert Hall which washis, well, his baby, really, He took a very large part and a
tremendous interest in its building and its construction. This park adjoining the Concert Hall
and the Museum has been named after him as a memorial to him, and it is known now as The
Maitland Steinkopf Park, I cherish the memories I have from the days that I worked during



June 8, 1972 ‘ 2789

(MR, PETURSSON cont'd) . .. . . the Manitoba Centennial, I have a continuing interest in
what goes on in the province - not direct participation - but in the Department of Tourism and
Recreation as it is now operated, and it is my feeling-and my observation that that department
is now in good hands and I wish the Minister success and at least as much satisfaction as I had
while I worked in the Department of Cultural Affairs. Thank you, Mr, Speaker.

MR, CHAIRMAN:' The Honourable Member for Fort Garry, and may.I remind the honour-
able members that at 5:30 the time allotted for this Department will have expired.

‘MR, SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I rise to speak again on the consideration
of these Estimates briefly, Mr. Chairman,‘ because there's an urgent matter that I wish to :
bring to the Minister's attention and place before him for study and consideration as he addresses
himself to the whole field of recreation., The matter I refer to has to do with the thousands of
Manitobans who find their primary outlet for leisure, the leisure that the Minister-has talked
so enthusiastically, and correctly I believe about, who find their outlet for that leisure in the
sport of curling and in curling clubs, Mr, Chairman, I think the Minister is probably aware
of the fact that a financial crisis of a sort faces.a number of curling clubs in Manitoba, which
is truly the capital of curling in the world today, has established itself as the world capital of
curling although some of our friends in Scotland may take exception to our usurping that title,
but this province has become the capital of curling not only in terms of the championships that -
have been won under the banner of Manitoba rinks, but in terms of the size of the annual
Manitoba Bonspiel and in terms of the number of curling clubs and rinks that operate through-
out the province, and the number of Manitobans who participate in that sport. The taxation
situation, the realty taxes paid,. borne by many: of these curling clubs consisting in large part
of foundation levies to cover the school and education program, are becoming extremely burden-
some and onerous to many of these clubs as the Minister knows, Mr. Chairman, and I would:
urgently request him to look into the possible alternatives, the possibilities available to him
for relieving the sport of:curling and the many curling clubs in Manitoba of as much of that
burden as he possibly can, Under Section 5 (14) of the Public Schools Act, the school taxes
which we bear in the Province of Manitoba are divided into two classifications, . residential and
commercial, and I would expect that in order to achieve the kind of relief that I'm talking about
an amendment to that section of the Public Schools Act would be necessary, an amendment that
would exempt certain sports facilities like curling clubs from school taxes. I know thatofficials
of the Manitoba Sports Federation like Mr. Fred Law, and others, have been in touch with the
Minister, and they've been in touch with me, and I think probably with the Honourable Member
for Assiniboia, and other members of this Chamber, asking whether some measure of relief
in this area might be possible. The primary field being this field of realty taxes.. “Mr, -Chair-
man, between 1960 and 1971 the burden of realty taxes borne by some curling clubs in Manitoba .
has risen as much as 300 percent; the range upward has been as great as 300 percent in some
instances. Now the Minister doesn't need to be reminded that curling is not a rich man's game,
Curling is Mr, Everyman's and every woman's game, particularly in this province. And that
most clubs, Mr, Chairman, most clubs do a tremendous job in subsidizing programs through-
out the community at the school and junior levels, Most clubs have senior and retired men's
and women's leagues, They subsidize junior leagues, high school leagues, and.leagues of that
nature catering to the very kinds of people who have some leisure time, and increasing leisure
time, that we're concerning ourselves with in large part in the consideration of these Estimates,
The Minister spoke at length the other day about the desirability perhaps of changing the title
of his department to the Department of Leisure, and if he, if he is sincere about that, and I
think he probably - I think he certainly is - he would be among the first to concede that the
curling club as an institution in Manitoba is one of the most outstanding and most widely used
outlets for leisure available to us; and thus on that theme of leisure, in this area of leisure,
an interesting leisure, I ask him to look at the situation that the curling clubs are facing and
see if there is something that can be done to enable them to survive against the rising taxes
that they face, S

If some of these clubs are forced to the wall by taxes they are going to have to go out of
business, Mr. Chairman, -and then the Minister's dreams of providing opportunities for leisure
activities are going to have to be supported and funded by someone else, and that someone else
in the final analysis always comes down to the taxpayer, and always comes down to the govern-
ment. Iwould suggest that the average curling club which is made up of and based on volunteer
work, built round the volunteer and based on the volunteer's efforts provides a tremendous
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(MR, SHERMANcontd) . . . .. service free of charge to this government, or any govern-
ment of Manitoba, provides a tremendous service free of charge to me the taxpayer in the
provision of the recreation facilities that are made available through such clubs. If those clubs
are in trouble, if some of them have to close then the Minister and we the taxpayers are going
to have to pick up that tab for providing those recreational facilities. And the truth of the
matter is that many of them do face a possible threat, the very real potential threat of having
to close. Some of them are looking at the alternative of moving and building in other areas
where the realty taxes are lower, but there they come up against the impossible cost conditions
of construction in this day and age, Mr, Chairman, They cannot replace the premises that they
have built up and established over the years for a fraction. The facilities they've built up and
established over the years cost a fraction of what they would have to pay now to replace them,
They cannot realistically consider moving and rebuilding and establishing new facilities at
today's construction costs and labour costs, and at the level of all the costs that are involved
in building a modern, athletic, and social premises in 1972, So the reality facing them is the
reality of a losing battle, a losing struggle, that is going to end in all too many instances un-
fortunately in closure of the clubs themselves. So I would ask the Minister at this juncture,
Mr, Chairman, to address himself to this problem as one of the truly important ones for any
Department of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs, and to any Minister of the Crown who
is interested, as I believe he is, in providing answers to the challenge of leisure time facing
Manitobans increasingly in the 1970s,

The case for the clubs I'm sure has been presented to him from officials of curling and
officials of the Manitoba Sports Federation in the past, and I would expect that probably the
whole question has already received considerable attention and considerable study by him, The
problem is that the crisis grows worse seasonally, monthly, yearly, and I know of three or
four curling clubs, and I'm sure he does, that really are in need of some kind of realistic
answer fairly quickly if their operations are not to be faced with imminent closure.

MR, CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Crescentwood.

MR, CY GONICK (Crescentwood): Mr, Chairman, I only have a few minutes to say what
I wish to say. Iwant to speak briefly about one aspect of the Department which hasn't received
too much attention, namely the Arts Council. I think we have seen, judging from the aspects
of the program that I have observed, a kind of, well a neglect of the purpose of the council as ~
a neglect of the purpose of the council as enunciating in its own charter, namely to promote the
enjoyment and enrichment of the cultural heritage by all Manitobans and, secondly, to generally
promoteartistic and cultural groups throughout the province. I've examined the programs of
the major recipients of grants and I find that in no case are they actually implementing the
charter for which they receive these grants, There are three or four major recipients, the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, The Royal Ballet, the MTC, the Art Gallery, and Rainbow Stage,
which account for about 85 percent of the entire grants budget of the Manitoba Arts Council, If
you examine the record of the people who run these organizations you find that over half of
them reside in a very restrictive area of the city, namely Wellington Crescent, Tuxedo and
River Heights. You find the same thing with regard to the Manitoba Arts Council; you find that
there's a distinct conflict of interests between some of the people who sit in the Arts Council
who allocate the funds and the groups to whom they allocate the funds, namely there are mem-
bers who sit on the Arts Council who also sit on the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and they're
on the Board of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the MTC, and so forth, issuing grants to organi-
zations which they represent, You find a great concentration of controlamong these organi-
zations, There are 257 positions on the Board of the five groups and 55 of these are held by
23 families, names that re-occur in all these organizations.

The Provincial Government is subsidizing the people who attend the Symphony, the Ballet,
the MTC, and so forth. They subsidize their tickets, for example in the Ballet each ticket is
subsidized to the extent of $1, 58, That is 45 percent of the cost of the average ticket price, If
you examined the people who attend the Ballet in this province you find that they are the top 10
percent of the province because of income and education. If you examine the attendance in the
Symphony and the MTC you find the same anomaly, namely that the province is subsidizing the
richest and the best educated people of the province who ecan easily afford to pay their own way
at full cost. ]

You find that the Symphony, the MTC, and the Ballet, are very reluctant to visit other
areas of the province other than Winnipeg. They rarely visit the rural parts of the province
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(MR, GONICK contd) . . . . . and the north, There's a very minor outreach program into
the schools. A very small proportion of their energy is allocated to school children, to low
income groups, which would be in keeping with the charters of these organizations, It seemed
to me, Mr. Chairman, that the entire budget of the Manitoba Arts Council should be withdrawn
from these particular activities which are inherently geared to the wealthy and to the rich, to
the top elite of the province, people who can pay their own way, the full costs of these pro-
grams, and should be allocated into popular culture which ordinary Manitobans would take ad-
vantage of, For example, a Symphony in the park, which I remember as a boy being available
every Sunday - it's not no longer available. We had during the Centennial celebrations festivals
in Memorial Park, full festivals. I don't know why these couldn't become weekly events, and
would attract the ordinary Manitoban as the Ballet and the Symphony and the Art Gallery do not,
It would seem to me that these would be the kinds of programs which the Manitoba Arts Council
should be supporting and not what are inherently elitist activites which are only gcing to cater
to, and to attract, the best educated and the highest income people in the province,

MR, CHAIRMAN: The honourable members -- too much noise,

MR, GONICK: Mr, Chairman, I have examined the activites of these groups. I find
that there is a great reluctance to give of their time to rural Manitoba. For example, the MTC
has refused on several occasions to play in the second largest city in Manitoba, namely Brandon,
whereas they visit elsewhere, The Royal Winnipeg Ballet, visits all countries around the
world and hardly plays at all in Winnipeg by comparison, The prices of tickets in Europe are
about half what they are in Manitoba, and what is happening is that the Manitoba taxpayer is
subsidizing the patrons of the art in Europe because the Ballet is making money on its opera-
tions in Winnipeg, There are many &nomalies in this situation. I think that we have inherited
an Arts Council from the previous government which was certainly perhaps in accord with their
philosophy and their priorities; it seems to me that there should be a major shift in the priori-
ties of the Arts Council. It involves $350, 000 in grants, or $400, 000 in grants now, but by
1975 or 76 it will be close to a million dollars, which is substantial. And I think we should be
shifting it into cultural areas which are going to attract the ordinary Manitoban and not the
esoteric kinds of activities which I enjoy personally but which I know most Manitobans do not
enjoy, I don't think we should be subsidizing those people.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Order, please. The time alloted for the department has expired. It
is also 5:30. I'm leaving the Chair to return at 8:00 pm this evening, This evening we will
carry on with the Department of Mines and Natural Resources,





