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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of MANITOBA 
Tuesday, March 8, 1 977 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

ESTIMATES- EDUCATION 
MR. CHAIRMAN: We broke at the Private Members' Hour. We were on Resolution 51 (f) (1) Special 

Programs and Projects: Salaries $181 ,800. The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. Chairman, I think the M inister intended, over the supper hour, to provide some 

answers in  th is area of special projects and special programs. I had asked him for an explanation of 
the additional programs that involved an increase of over 1 00 percent in the appropriations that he's 
requesting now as compared with the appropriation that he requested last year for the same 
department and the M in ister asked for some time in which to obtain this information. 

The second question was relating to the career education project and it was pointed out, M r. 
Chairman, that th is project began in 1 973 with a $1 3,000 allocation of funds, and then i n  1 974 the 
expenditure was $1 6,000. There was a further expenditure in 1975 and 1 976 and the M in ister was 
unable to tell us exactly how much those amounts were. I wonder if he has that information now. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister of Education. 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, the Mem ber for Brandon West asked some q uestions about 

special programs and projects and I did undertake to provide h im with the explanation. H is 
questions, as I understood them, are primarily of an accounting nature and I have a reconcil iation of 
the figures between last year's printed estimates for 1 976-77 and this year's printed estimates for the 
year endi ng March 31 , 1978. 

Last year's estimates book showed under the column details of appropriation $125,000, and the 
figure that the member wants us to provide information about is how we getfrom $125,000 shown last 
year to the $287,400 shown in the comparable column for this year's estimates. 

The reconcil iation provided by my staff is as follows: there were transfers i n  of total staff cost of 
$84, 1 00; there were transfers in of other expenditures of $27,300; and in add ition to thatthere was an 
increase, for a new program, of $51 ,000.00. If you take those three figures it totals to $162,400.00. If  
you take the printed figure of $1 25,000 for last year and total $1 62,400 and $125,000 you come to 
$287,400 as ind icated in this year's estimates book. 

MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, the Min ister mentioned a new program. What was the new program, 
specifically, $51 ,000.00? . 

MR. TURNBULL: There was an increase i n  Canadian studies of $26,500 and an i ncrease for the 
implementation of the co-operative educ;:�tion project of $24,500 making the. total of $51 ,000 that I 
mentioned. How's that, J im ,  is that brief enough? 

. 

MR. McGILL: The Canadian studies program is not really a new program, that is an addition to 
that ongoing program in that respect and the co-operative studies program is interpreted by the 
Min ister to be a new study undertaken by the department. I think, M r. Chairman, the Min ister got the 
fi rst part of that. The second figure g iven to me was for co-operative studies program. Is that a new 
program being undertaken by the department? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, this program is not a new program. lt has been developing 
primarily in co-op development services and this amount of money, $24,500 is the amount of money 
we have in our budget for the implementation of that program. That is the pi loting and, I g uess, 
feedback of that program as it is implemented in the schools. 

MR. McGILL: M r. Chairman, with respect to the career education project. There was a question 
put to the Min ister, how much money went to this project in 1 975 and in the year 1976. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, the funds in 1 973 were $13,000 and the funds in 1974 were 
$1 6,000.00. In 1 975 and 1 976 the department provided a half SMY for th is project and the intention of 
that person working on it half-time was to review and supplement the program. This person's work 
wil l  continue on that basis for this fiscal year of 1 976-77. He is involved in d irect consultative process 
with the teachers. 

MR. McGILL: M r. Chairman , I understand it's a half SMY. I presume that's the co-ord inator of the 
project. What was the amount of money involved in 1 975 and in 1 976? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr.  Chai rman, the point I was making was that there was money provided in  
1973 and in 1 97 4 but  in 1 975 and in 1 976 we were provided with personnel resources. I n  other words, 
what would be the equ ivalent would be the half of that person's salary. And it's a professional person 
so it would be l ikely, the half amount would l ikely be equivalent to the average of the two amounts 
provided in 1973 and 1 974. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Swan R iver. 
MR. JAMES H. BIL TON: M r. Chairman, my curiosity is being aroused. lf I understand the M in ister 

in his remarks I bel ieve he said that the input of staff would requ i re a further $81,000.00. How many of 
h is staff does this cover, and what does that staff do? 
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MR. TURN BULL: I am going over in my mind, M r. Chairman, al l  the remarks that I have made in  
the last week of  my estimates an d I don't recall the figure that the Member for Swan R iver now 
attaches to what we are discussing: namely career education. Let me repeat in 1 973 the figure, I 
understand ,  was $13 ,000, in 1 974 it was $1 6,000 . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please. 
MR. TURNBULL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. l n  1 975 it was half of a staff person, and in 1 976 it was 

the same thing, and in 1 976-77 it wil l  be the same thing,  so I don't understand where we get the dollar 
f igure that he mentioned. 

MR. BIL TON: Mr. Chairman, I may have m isunderstood the Min ister a few moments ago when he 
was replying to the question put by the Honourable Member for Brandon West. And I made a note 
here and he said at one point the new program was $51 ,000, and the input of new staff, or the input of 
staff, would requ i re $81 ,000, and I 'm simply asking how many of a staff and what is that staff doing for 
$81 ,000.00? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, I see the problem that the Member for Swan River has, now. He 
rose to make h is contri bution during the time that the Member for Brandon West and I were . 
d iscussing career education and I was g iving information about career education. 

The figures that the Member for Swan River is talking about, I bel ieve, relate to the reconci l iation 
and addition in program that I was providing for the vote that we are now d iscussing which is vote 
51 {f) and I was explaining to the Member for Brandon West how we got from last year's Estimates, a 
printed figure of $1 25,000, to the total of $287,400which is shown in th is year's Estimates Book. And I 
gave him the figures and I said, "Wel l ,  the reason for the -increase from $ 1 25 ,000 to $287,400was that 
we transferred in staff and their salary positions accumulated to $84,000, other expenditures $27,000 
and then there was an increase in new program of $51 ,000. " The Member for Brandon West then 
asked me for detail on the $51 ,000 and I said , "Wel l  that was as a result of $26,500 for an increase in  
Canadian studies and $24,500 for the implementation of  the Co-op Education project." Does that 
explain to the member? -{Interjection)- lt does. Thank you .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (f ){ 1 ) .  T h e  Honour able Member for Robl in .  
MR. McKENZIE: M r. Chai rman, I just have one brief question for the M in ister. The special projects 

are Consumer Education, what was it, Classroom Arts, Canadian Studies, Youth and the Law, Labour 
Education, REAP is involved I think - {I nterjection)- no, it 's not eh, Outdoor Education or 
something l i ke that. How do they arrive at these special projects? Does the di rective come from the 
department or the research people feel that these are the fields that should come under the item of 
Special Projects? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister of Education. 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, the question answered by the Member for Roblin  predates, of 

course, my arrival on the scene as M inister of Education. The information I have, however, is that 
some of these projects were generated in the old curriculum branch and in the research and plann ing 
branch of years gone by. lt was generated there and you know they've been carried forward . Many of 
them are, I th ink,  of considerable value to young people. 

MR. McKENZIE: Then of those that I l isted the R EAP Program is out. We can stroke that one out 
and the . . .  Are there any others of those that were in the annual report that are now obsolete? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, the Member for Roblin is correct, I bel ieve the REAP Program is 
no longer. ! do not th ink it ever was in th is appropriation although I wou ld have to check that. that but I 
think that's the case. And there was one other that you mentioned, Outdoor Education. I don't think 
that is in here. lt's not in my House Book as a program that is described here. The others that you 
mentioned, though, are. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, I would just l ike to ask the Min ister whether this area of Special 

Programs and Projects includes anyth ing in the way of instruction in Canadian political institutions 
and the political system of the country, or whether that is covered in another area more d i rectly 
related to the formal curriculum, or whether it is covered at al l? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I think any educated, trained, experienced, competent teacher 
teaching Canadian h istory or Canadian geography  wou ld teach what used to be called and what he 
and I are fam i l iar with, civics. I bel ieve it is sti l l  in  the various curricula for the teaching of Canadian 
history. 

The Special Projects, of course, that we have here relate to the increase in the use of Canadian 
materials and I had earlier today and I think I sti l l  have it, a book which I th ink the team should be 
particularly proud of ; it's called "In Search of Canadian Material." lt's a bibl iography. lt l ists materials 
developed in Canada, p rinted in Canada I believe, that are avai lable for use in our schools and 
material that is at the level of the chi ldren in the schools. So th is is the kind of thing that th is Project 
g roup does. Does that answer your question? 

MR. SHERMAN: Just so long as I 'm assured, M r. Speaker, that there is not a gap in the system 
wh ere the Canadian political system and the i nstitutions of the country are ignored . If the Min ister is 
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assuring me that that is co vere d in a course that we used to refer to as ci vics and that was usually 
taught with a maxim u m  of boredom and du l lness and with a min imum of imagination -
( Interjection)- Wel l ,  that's part of political l ife, that's true, and certainly that aspect of pol itical l ife 
should not be o verlooked but nonetheless that's probably part of al l  walks of l ife. As long as I have 
some assurance that that area has not been dropped completely - I 'm not aware that ci vics as such , 
under that name at any rate, is sti l l  taught in ou r schools but I may be under a mistaken impression 
there. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I was saying that what the Member for Fort Garry and I used to 
know as a c i vics cou rse, for which there used to be a green-co •.tered 200-page book - I  don't think the 
book is used any more, it may sti l l  be on the authorized read ing l ist, I can't recall offhand - but the 
material in it, I th ink, is taught and is in various curricula. The pol itics themsel ves, if that's what you 
are talking about, are someth ing that I bel ieve I ikely should be introduced in the school in one form or 
another but I'm sure the Member for Fort Garry knows that this is a very contentious issue for reasons 
that have always eluded me. I think that our citizens, our young people g rowing up to be adults and 
citizens, l i kely should become fami l iar with their ci vic rights, with their ci vi l  rights, and with the 
political system whi le they are in school .  I th ink that would be desirable because I th ink it wou ld 
result, for example, hopefu l ly, in  higher turn-outs for school board elections, someth ing which I think  
would be very desirable. 

I have not asked staff or e ven questioned anyone on my staff about politics per se in the school 
curricu lum or whether or not we shou ld undertake a special project, but if the Member for Fort G arry 
and h i s  party wou ld l ike to make a speech to that end, I can assure you that I wi l l  attempt to do what I 
can a s  Min ister of Education to have the study of politics, in its broad and non-partisan sense, 
introduced in the sch ool sy stem. I think it would be very useful .  

MR. SHERMAN: Mr.  Chairman, i don't know that I 'm prepared to accept the Minister's in vitation to 
make a speech �n i 1  at this moment, although I have in the past made reference to what I feel is an 
important mea of education ih 9t is too often o vPrlooked and as the Member for Fort Rouge suggests, 
that it may be because - or suggests by impl ication - the subject has a tendency to be somewhat 
d ul l  and ted ious in its presentation. That's probably due to the fact that we have a shortage or a 
paucity of teachers who are equipped to teach that subject w ith imagination and with excitement, 
with the excitement that it deserves. I would simply leave the thought with the Minister that I think 
there are people on both sides of this House who are interested in ensuring that that very important 
aspect of education and l ife is not completely o verlooked. I recognize the difficulties and the 
tightrope that must be walked to a void partisan politicking , but I think that there are certain 
fundamentals about the e volution of our system that are i mportant and that should be con veyed. I 
fear that there are far too many young people who don't really appreciate the e volution of the system 
and the e volution of our institutions and I would l ike to leave the thought with the Min ister that when 
he's considering special projects and programs for the future, tha t that is one area that is deserving of 
consideration. lt need not necessarily be handled specifically within  the strict sense of the school
day curriculum. I cou ld foresee its being accommodated through the medium of a special project or 
program. So I just lea ve that thought with h im.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge. 
MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. Chairman, the previous comments of the Member from Fort Garry bring to 

mind my own experience when I was first teaching and having to do freshman political science from 
that fine book called Go vernment of Canada by McGregor Dawson and someone said to me the on ly 
way you cou ld make it intere sting is if you stripped naked and colored your  nose red, that was the 
only way you cou ld keep people awake more than fi ve minutes in a classroom and I suspect that may 
be one of the particu lar problems. There is just no way you can make the BNA Act I suppose sound 
l ike a pulp novel but that wa s not the reason I rose to my feet. 

M r. Chairman, 1 wanted to raise with the M i nister a concern of mine that I think may appear in later 
references when we talk about financing but I th ink also deser ves some examination under this topic 
of Special Projects and that is the apparent unwi l l ingness up to this stage of the Department of 
Education to support in any tangible way the promotion of the community school concept in the City 
of Winn ipeg. As we all have come to understand, I wou ld hope, there is a number of pretty dramatic 
changes going on in the nature of education in the city, that there is just a number of pressures and 
conditions which were probably not apparent many years back and one of the responses that have 
been in itiated, oftentimes by local community organizations and sometimes by school board 
members has been the introduction of community school projects. 

1 think' in ,  if my memory holds me correct, there is a commun ity school program going at Wil l iam 
Whyte, one at Shaughnessy Heights, Shaughnessy Park School and just in thi � last year .1 �as 
i n vol ved in in itiating one in the Fort Rouge School which is an elementary school m my own ndmg. 
The reason for in itiating such acti vities, Mr. Chairman, are that it is one way of trying to regenerate a 
deg ree of co mmitment on the part of the surrounding community to a school i n  the acti vities of 
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education in the broad sense of the word, but many of these schools have ch i ldren in them who come 
fro m a variety of d ifferent cultural backgrounds, oftentimes are transient in  the ir own housing 
location. I think that the kind of statistics t hat appear in about some 25 to 30 inner city schools is  that 
the mobi l ity rate of chi ldren is anywhere from 30 to 70 or 80, sometimes close to 1 00 percent and 
these create special problems for the school and one of the answers that have been tried has been to 
develop a commun ity school concept which is in some fundamental respects quite different from 
that of th e trad itional school setting primarily by introducing people into the school system whose 
main function it is to help organize in the outside community, both amongst parents, amongst 
children and amongst adults in the area, a variety of educational options that not just uti l ize a school 
bui lding but also try to introduce a variety of educational programs that are particularly relevant to 
that community. 

So i can ind icate to the M i nister that in  the case of the Fort Rouge School where a community 
school program has just been initiated, programs such as a noon -hour program to look afte r ch i ldren 
because a large number of the parents are single working mothers, in its first month of operation had 
something l ike 45 to 50 ch i ldren pe r noon-hour of a total school population of 1 20 which ind icates a 
very strong demand for that kind of service wh ich wasn't provided before and, in fact, tracing that 
particu lar problem back a l ittle bit we found outthat many parents, b ecause they were working, were 
forced to find babysitters at noon hours and to make all kinds of ad hoc arrangements which have 
now been covered in the school. 

Now the range of programs goes much wider than simply providing that kind of noon-hour, after 
four, weekend program but the q uestion that concerns me i s  that generally these programs have to 
be supported by a series of make work projects, L IP  g rants, Manpower g rants, sometimes special 
g rants from the school board and the Department of Education has been extremely reluctant to 
pro vide any endorsement of this kind of position. 

MR. TURNBULL: I tru ly hesitate to rise on a point of order but I know the Member for Fort Rouge 
was otherwise occupied when we looked over the appropriation or vote rather, Resolution 49(2) 
E valuation, Research and Policy Analysis. I bel ieve it was on Friday. We did discuss this matter of 
community invo l vement in schools, commun ity use of schools then. lt is not a topic real ly fitting for 
discussion under Resolution 51 (f) which is what we are now discussing. However, for the members 
benefit there is money pro vided under 53, the major amount there for grants for schools and we could 
discuss it then . I lea ve it to you,  M r. Chairman, as to whether or not you wish to abide by what I th ink is 
really a speech being made by the Member for Fort Rouge wh ich is not in order. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: If the honourable member would raise that item that he is raising now under the 
School Grants, under Resolution 50(a) . 

· 

MR. AXWORTHY: . . .  point of order raised by the M in ister that I read over the Hansard of the 
discussion that took place on Friday and I th ink it's qu ite different from what I was intimating. We're 
not talking about community use of school ,  we 're talking about a co mmunity school project wh ich is 
qu ite a different matter and if the M in ister would prefer to deal with it under grants, it certain ly is 
amenable to me and I ' l l  just make the same speech . I certain ly have done so in the past and prepared 
to do so again,  M r. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (f) ( 1 ) .  The Honourable Member tor Brand on West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. Chai rman, I wanted to pursue the matter of the career education project in some 

g reater depth and I th ink we got from the Min ister the information that there had been 50 kits 
developed, 50 kits of material developed under this program and that approximately 20 had been 
released . 1 think that is my recol lection of the information the M in ister gave. Mr. Chairman, perhaps 
the Min ister cou ld tel l  us who was in charge of this project and have there been any copyright 
difficulties in  respect to the material contained in these kits? Have there been any copyright 
d ifficulties in respect to the material that's contained in the kits produced by this Career Education 
project? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, my understanding is that sometime in 1 975 a particular staff 
person was assig ned to this to re view, as l said earl ier, this project. My understanding is that and this 
is going back sometime in  history, of course, my understanding is that that staff person of the 
Department of Education was assigned to review the project because there were some peripheral 
problems with copyrights and what he has been doing is drafting or re -working the program, in 
conjunction with others, I assume, to avoid any i ncipient problems in  that regard. 

MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  I asked the Min ister who the person was who was in charge, I presume the co
ordinator of the project. Could he tel l  us whether this person was onewho would be fully fami l iar with 
career conditions in Canada? 

MR. TURN BULL: I hope the member is not adding this information and name to the dossier that 
the Conse rvati ve Party is collecting in the e ventual ity that they might be able to do someth ing with it. 
The individual concerned is called Dennis Lucas. His academic training and professional train ing,  I 
understand ,  is in th is whole area of career education, that's . .  what he's trained in ,  that's h is specialty. 
As a gu idance counsellor is trained in techniques related to gu idance, this man is trained in the area 
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of career education. 
MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I wonder then could the Min ister tel l  us if this co-ord inator of 

the project during one phase was engaged at the same time in h is  Ph .D. work at the University of 
Manitoba and also in co-ord inating this project? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr.  Chairman, I 'm advised that that's not the case. 
MR. McGILL: There's no mention of th is project in the Department of Education's Annual Reports 

for June 30, 1 975 and June 30, 1 976. Apparently it seems to have dropped out. So it leads us to 
wonder, Mr .  Chairman, what is the present status of this Career Education Project and why would it 
be dropped from the Annual Report of the Department of Education? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I have no explanation why it's not in the Annual Report. I don't 
think that there's any law that says the Annual Report has to mention every specific activity of the 
department. I suppose that's the only reason. Clearly we have discussed it, I have g iven him all the 
information that is avai lable, going back four years and it is a matter of publ ic record, the 
development of the Career Education material, as I understand it, and as I said earlier today, is being 
worked out in conjunction with the members of the Chamber of Commerce, you know, it's an open 
record, an open book. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. Chairman, I don't understand by w hat yardstick the Min ister decides which 

programs wi l l  be included for reference in the Department of Education's repor t  and which wi l l  be 
consigned to more inaccessible files, but it would seem to me that there is someth ing less than total 
enthusiasm about this project and I wonder if that's the reason why there isn't any resum e or  
i ndication of  the progress of  the project contained in the Annual Reports, pa rticularly when earl ier 
reports, I believe, d id carry some reference to it. M r. Chairman, just to al lay our fears about this 
project, I wonder if he could tel l  the House whether the project does indeed have the ful l  support of 
sen ior officers of h is department, especially the Deputy Min ister and the Assistant Deputy M in ister. 
Is there general concurrence in the matter of this project? 

MR. TURNBULL: I am checking with the chaps in front of me, M r. Chairman, and they say indeed 
they support the program. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (f) ( 1 )  -pass; (f) (2) Other Expenditures $1 05,600-pass; 
Resolution 51 (g) Computer Services (1 ) Salaries $1 6,000. The Honourable Member for B randon 
West. 

MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, I notice there is some reduction in the amount of the appropriation 
that's asked for for this department, this branch. l would ask the Min ister if there is any significance to 
the staff changes that have occurred in computer services in relation to the i mportance of the service 
itself in the Department of Education? Has there been any reduction in the activity or in the 
importance of th is service with respect to the Department of Education's operations? We notice that 
there have been some staff changes during the year under consideration. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, the staff that was on board for the program, I understand, has 
been cut back and the main reasons for this, I am advised, is because when the program was getting 
off the g round it did need more personnel input. Now that the program is more in the nature of an 
ongoing program, there isn't the same need for the same number of staff. My understanding is that 
the program is del ivering service to the schools that are on contract and , indeed, we have plans for 
some expansion of the delivery of the service. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Roblin. 
MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Chai rman, the Min ister mentioned that they cut back on services and I 'm now 

referring to the statement of Public Accounts as of March 31 , 2976 and it shows some five on staff, at 
least were on the payrol l  and the total payro l l  comes to wel l  over $80,000.00. I wonder why there's 
only $30,200 shown in the Estimates and yet the Public Accounts shows five on staff and the total 
salaries are over $80,000.00? 

MR. TURN BULL: I gather, M r. Chairman, that the Member for Roblin is asking for a reconcil iation 
of the figures and I'll get that for h im.  

May 1 make th is announcement to the House, if I may, th is is  a d raft of a letter that I wi l l  be send ing 
to school d ivisions: " I  am pleased to announce that the Manitoba Schools Computer Network, a pi lot 
project launched in 1 972, wi l l  be extended during 1 977-78 to all schools in Manitoba who want to 
participate in the program. This decision is based on the success of the current network and the 
increasing acceptance of the computer as a valuable, instructional and admin istrative aid in the 
school. Final details of the planned expansion are now being developed and I shall forward them to 
you in the near future. By participating in the expanded computer network, more Manitoba schools 
wi l l  be able to provide computer-related credit courses and wi l l  have access to computer programs 
related to current secondary school curricul um. At present, the network also provides access to 
administrative programs such as t ime-tabling. This project thus represents a significant step in the 
equal ization of educational opportun ity for all Manitoba students. The continuation and expansion 
of the network shou ld reduce and perhaps el iminate the need for ind ividual schools or school 
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divisions to embark on the development and support of high overhead min i  computer systems to 
meet the growing demand for educational use of computers. I look forward to welcoming your 
school as a member of the network." 

That letter,  as I say, is in  draft form. I expect that it will be sent to schools within the province in the 
very near future. 

I in am advised, Robl in ,  answer to the question of the Member for that the staff that supports the 
Computer Services Operation are in Consultant Services, there is one consu ltant and a secretary 
retained in Consu ltant Services, that would explain the change in the salaries l ine for Computer 
Services. 

In 1 977-78, the Estimates that we are considering, the $16,000 in Salaries is provided for 
contracted services to update the School Computer Program, to update the Schoo l Computer 
Program. I think that answers the member's q uestions. 

MR. McKENZIE: I have one more question. l ' l l l ist the names in the Statement of Public Accounts 
and the Minister cou ld advise me if these people are sti l l  employed in Computer Services. The first 
name is a Mrs. Carol Alexander, George Dorward, James Ke lsal l ,  Peter M .  Luba and Duncan McCaig, 
are they sti l l  employed in Computer Services. 

MR. TURNBULL: Thank you , M r. Chairman. ! know from memory that Duncan McCaig is retained 
on the computer network program and that Mr. Luba, Peter Luba, was transferred to the consultant 
section as a mathematics consu ltant. The other three individuals apparently went back to the schools 
d ivisions from whence they came - I  assume that means that they were seconded fro m tho se three 
divisions to work on this program. 

As I indicated when I introduced the item there was need for a larger number of staff in the start-up 
stages of the program and I assume that these three people were in that category. 

By the way, seeing I am talking about seconded staff, I th ink that that is a usefu l technique that the 
department has. lt brings people into the department from the school d ivisions to work, and I believe 
it also has departmental people goin g into the schools to work and I think that kind of interchange is 
very usefu l for both the schools and the department. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Reso luation 51 (g) (1 ) - The Honourable Member from Brand on West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. Chai rman, just to refer briefly to the draft letter that the Min ister has brought to 

our attention , perhaps many of the schools wi l l  receive that intimation with some enthusiasm , that 
they wi l l  be able to take part in the services that are provided by the computer network. I wonder if the 
Minister can ind icate what proportion of the schools in Man itoba are now presently making use of the 
network program? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister of Education . 
MR. TURNBULL: The member asked for the percent of schools enrol led, I have a figure in terms of 

percent enrol led in credit courses, which I believe refers to the number of students, 8.2 percent of the 
students are enrol led . The number of schools with terminals, number 27. 

MR. McGILL: Thank you . 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (g)(1  )-pass; (g) (2) Other Expenditures-pass; The Honourable 

Member for St. James. 
MR. GEORGE MINAKER: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I could ask the Honourable Minister if the 

expenditures shown here, the $360,000, what portion of that goes to the cost of running the 
computer, and wou Id the Honourable M in ister advise which computer is util ized by the department? 
Is it the Man itoba Telephone System's computer or is it their own central computer at the Norquay 
Bui lding or is it Cybershare? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister of Education . 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, this program was started , this School Network Computer 

Program was starte d before the Man itoba Data Services got under way, and consequently the 
Man itoba Schools Computer Network Program was put on the Cybershare Company's machine. Of 
the $360,000, Other Expenditures shown in this year's Estimates, $255,000 is for the Cybershare 
contract and $1 00,000 is to be paid to the Manitoba Telephone System for transmission costs along 
the System's l ines and for data sets. That is, I bel ieve, some ofthe terminal devices that MTS provides. 

MR. MINAKER: Mr. Chairman, through you to the Honourable Min ister. advise, Could the 
Honourable Min ister are there competitive quotes requested for this type of service? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I can't recall whether back in 1 972 th is contract was tendered or 
not, but my staff advise me that at that time it was not tendered. 

MR. MINAKER: I wonder if the Honourable M in ister could advise if there is any intention of getting 
this type of service as a competitive quote this year? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I bel ieve the Member for St. James has some, either professiona l 
bac kground or work experience in the computer field, and he knows well that once a computer 
program is establ ished, to change it by tendering or by any other means, it means that you have to 
revise the whole program, you have to rewrite, as I understand it, the whole program. So with that 
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extensive c onsiderati on in mind I can advise him t hat it w ou ld n ot be my intenti on t o  have this 
c ontract tendered. In any case, I bel ieve t here is a c ontract in existence, I 'm sure there is, and that 
w ould be binding.  

MR. MINAKER: Mr. C hairman, I w onder if t he H on ou rable Min ister c ould advise is the c ontract a 
fixed sum , in ot her w ords ,  is t he department c ommitted t o  the $255,000 expenditure this year, 
w het her they use the time on the c omputer or n ot? Are they buying a b l ock time of t hat c omputer and 
c ommiting themselves to that expenditure? 

MR. TURN BULL: Mr. C hairman , I w ould assume t hat t hat w ou ld be t he purp ose of the $255,000, 
yes. I mean , as all the informati on c omes in fr om the 27 sc hools, throug h t he network, I assume that 
the $255,000 is to buy time on that c omputer. 

MR. MINAKER: I w onder Mr. C hairman , t hr oug h y ou to t he Min ister, the Min ister indicated earl ier 
that he was drafting a letter t o  send out offering t his service, if I underst ood him c orrectly , t his 
c omputer service to the vari ous divisi ons, is t hat because t here d oesn't seem to be a demand f or t he 
services at this time, that maybe there c ould be a reducti on in the am ount of hours b oug ht on t he 
mac hine and thus s how some saving? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. C hairman, quite t he reverse is true. I understand that sc hools are l ining up t o  
get ont o  t his c omputer, to get on t o  t his program. 

A MEMBER: I ncluding River East. 
MR. TURNBULL: Including River East in particular I am t old, and t hat is one of the reas ons why 

the draft letter wi l l  be g oing out. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Res oluti on 51 (g)(2)-pass; Res olut i on 51 (h) Instructi onal Media Services -

Salaries $1 ,027 ,300 - T he H on ourable Member f or Brand on West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. C hairman, I n otice t hat t he sum v oted in 1 976 was alm ost $ 1 .5 m i l l ions and t he 

expenditures as they are n ow given t o  us t here ind icate ab out $1 .7. The estimate f or this year, the 
appr opriati on that the Min ister is asking f or ,  is $1 .9, so we have had nearly a $400,000 increase in the 
peri od between last year and t he appropriati on f or this year. I w onder if the Min ister c ould acc ount 
f or t his rather sizable increase in  the c ost of instructi onal media services t o  the Department of 
Educati on? What specific items have c ontributed t o  this increase in that time? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. C hai rman, I d o  have a rec oncil iati on of the 1 976-77 v oted to the 1 977-78 
estimate b ook, w hich I hope to have proved eventually, transfer in two staff, one c onsu ltant, one 
secretary from Field Services , t hat was $35,000.00. A transfer in tw o and a half staff f rom CDSS 
because special material transferred to I nstructi onal Media Services - $21 ,000.00. Transfer in 
operati onal m oney c oming wit h staff - $ 1 0 ,000.00. Transfer in operati onal m oney f or special 
materials - $83,000.00. T hat totals $1 49,200.00. Increases bey ond the n ormal salary and i nflati onary 
increases , particu larly for ,  wel l  increases bey ond n ormal salary and inflati onary i ncreases c ome t o  
$100 ,000.00. That makes $249,000.00. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Res oluti on 51 (h) (1 ) .  T he H on ou rable Member f or 
MR. McGILL: Mr. C hairman , t he c ost of operating t his Department is n ow getting up t o  an am ount 

of approximately $2 mi l l i on. What are the qual ificati ons and experience of t he c o- ord inat or or 
administrator of this branch? Is it a person with s ome experience and backgr ound in the field? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. C hairman , I kn ow t hat t he Member f or Brand on wants to c omplete his 
d ossier. I wi l l  tel l  him for his informati on t hat t he Di rect or of t he Media Instructi onal Services Branch 
is a f ormer Assistant-Superintendent in  one of t he Sc hools. I have met with her on a number of 
occasi ons. S he certain ly seems t o  be alert and energetic. S he certainly seems t o  be getting t his w hole 
secti on c o-ordinated . 

I can tel l  him from past experience, g oing back ten years, that of al l  the material t hat used t o  be 
avai lab le fr om the Department of Educati on ,  it wasn't very useful t o  the teachers in t he field because 
y ou c ou ld n ot get it on time and if y ou ever did get anyt hing at al l ,  y ou often g ot what y ou didn't order. 
So t hat anything that can be d one to c o- ord inate the distributi on of that material, t he dissem inati on 
of that material , I think is to be c om m anded. 

T he w hole p oint here, since the lady in front of me has bec ome Di rect or, is t o  d o  just that, t o  bring 
this material t ogether, to s horten the turnaround time, y ou kn ow for the material that the Department 
has in invent ory, and to keep it out in t he field m ore. I think that is very important because it 
particu larly benefits as y ou kn ow the ind ividuals w ho are teac hing in the rural areas, in  th ose areas 
w here they d on't have the large l ibraries that t hey have say in St. James-Assinib oia or Winn ipeg or 
w herever. 

1 mig ht also p oint out to t he Member f or Brand on West t hat of the $1 00,000 that are increases 
bey ond n ormal,  salary and inflati onary increases , $52 ,700 of that is for the C orresp ondence Branch 
markers, y ou kn ow the pe ople t hat mark the c orrespondence material t hat c omes in from students in 
the areas in the province. Of t he balance of that $1 00,000, $47,300 is for printing t he c orrespondence 
c ou rses. I kn ow from my experience in my previ ous p ortf ol i o with t he Queen's Printers that b ot h- I 
see the Member for Fort Garry l ooking at me over his glasses , he has had s ome experience in this 
area, he kn ows, that the c ost of paper and t he c ost of printing has risen dramatically in  the last few 
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y ears. So of that $ 100,000, as I say, $52,7 00 is f or Corres ponden ce Bran ch markers ; $47,3 00 i S  f or 
Cor re spon dence Branch printing. 

io complete the d os sier of t he - I'm t ol d  t hat the Angl o-Sax ons pron ou n ce th e wo rd "daw- see
ay", but the Direct or of the Bureau of Frenc h Educati on pron ounces i t  "d oe-see-ay", s o  the Member 
f or Brand on-West can take his c hoice. Any way She tells me f or the c om pleti on of h i s  dossier that s he 
has a Bac he l or of Educati on,  a Master of Arts, t hree years as Superi ntendent as a backg round, twelve 
years teaching experience at all grade levels. S he was an En glish teache r  involved in i nn ovative 
c ours es and in the use of media. 

liiiR.IIIIcGILL: Mr. Ch ai rman, I gather fr om the Minister's reply that t he princi pal qualificati on here 
is one of admin istrative abil ity and experien ce ra ther t han a specific experience in media services per 
se aM that the experien ce p ossessed by the pre sent Dire ct or is related to t he tran sm i ttal of this 
materi al that is available as rapidly as p ossible to th ose sch ool s that are re qu iring suc h  services. 

I w ould ask, M r. Chairman, can t he M i nister a dvise the H ouse if it is c orrect t o  say t hat t he sch ool 
l ibrary services, w hich are part of the I n structional M edia Services Branch, I believe, if th at sch ool 
l ibrary servi ce ha s entered into a c ontract on a c ontinuing basis with the Nati onal Fi lm B oard which 
c ontract has a fee of app roximately $40,000 a year. C ould the Min ister c onfirm t hat there i s  such a 
c ontract and w ould he tell us exactly w hat that c ontract c overs? 

MR. TlJRNBUll: Mr. Chairman, w hen I heard ab out that c ontra ct s ome m ont hs ag o I k new that 
the Member f or Brand on West would raise it. Yes, t his Branch has entered into a c ontract with the 
Nati onal Film B oard.  lt  is getting a number of fi l ms. lt is a on e-year c ontrac t and the reason f or d oi ng 
it, qu ite sim ply, was t o  ac qu ire m ore g ood films fro m the Nati onal Fi l m  B oar d and a t  a g ood pri ce I 'm 
t old of 45 percent d isc ount. lt is a g ood deal an d I c ongratulate the staff and the Nati onal Film Board 
f or w orking it out. 

The reference that the Member f or Brand on West made earlier to the fact that the Director has 
m ore of an admin istrative backgr ound than a backgr ound in  media, I th ink needs to be adjusted 
s omewha t I perhaps read the n ote t oo quickly, but, I ind icated t o  the Member f or Brand on-West that 
she had taught sc hool for twelve years a nd that that teaching involved her in inn ovative c ou rses in the 
u se of media, so that s he has a background in t hat pa rticu lar area in the field, which I happen to think  
is very i mp ortant for pe ople c oming into the Department. I am n ot say i ng it is e ssential or necessar y  
but i t  sure i s  important. 

I think that real ly deals with the questi ons that t he Member f or Brand on West raised. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Res oluti on 51 (h)(1 ) .  T he H on ou rable Member f or Fort Rouge. 
MR. AXWORTHY: Yes, M r. C hairman. I just have some questi ons about t he prog ram itself, 

partic Ularly in the supply of l ibrary services to the sch ools. I think that it has been ackn owledged i n  
t his H ouse previ ously that the general provisi on of l i brary services in the rural areas i s  pretty p oor, in  
fact it is alm ost n on-existent . I am just w ondering t o  what degree d oes the sch ool l i brary services that 
are n ow being devel oped, acc ording to t he Edu cati on Rep ort, that are n ow in the sc hools themselves, 
provi de a c ommu nity use of t he li braries. Are there any? -(Interjecti on)- C ommunity. In t he rural 
areas, are the sc hool l ibraries in t hese a reas designed primarily f or sc hool use i tself or d o  t hey in fact 
try t o  fi l l  the gap that is created by t he alm ost t otal lack of a l ibrary p ol icy by the Department of 
T ou rism and Recreati on w hic h is supp osed t o  be l ooking after the other l ibrary system in  t he 
province? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. C hairman, again I kn ow the Member f or Fort R ouge was ot herwise engaged 
but we did have a discussi on in t he H ouse ab out the use of t he M obile Reading Van which, if mem ory 
serves, c ost $60,000 capital and w hich is running at ab out $1 6,000 operating t his year. That van d oes 
get out and around the province and I t hink it is a useful device f or gettin g  read ing material into rural 
areas. 

We d o  provide tw o staff pe ople in a ful l-ti me capacity to g ive d irect assistance t o  sc hool l ibrarians 
so there is t hat kind of supp ort t hat is g oing on. T hese tw o people do g ive this assistance primarily in  
t he rural areas of the province of Man it oba, where I think the main problems exist. i d on't t hink t he 
Mem ber f or Fort R ouge or the Member f or Assin iboia, his seatmate, are g oing t o  argue that Wi nn ipeg 
and St. James-Assin iboia and St. Vital and N orw ood are lacking in l ibrary se rvices or trained 
pers onneL T hose l ibraries are quite g ood , especially c ompared to many rural areas. So the emp hasis 
of the department in this area has been to g ive personnel supp ort in the rural areas. 

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. Chairman, the M in ister anticipates t oo readi ly my ackn owledgement of t he 
qual ity of services that are being provided in N orwood, Fort R ouge or Assin iboia. I d o  n ot 
ackn owledge that. I d on't think t he l ibrary services are adequate in the se areas as wel l .  Certainly it 
has c ome to my attenti on that many sc hool l ibraries in  the city are seri ously sh or t  of the proper 
personnel to enable the l ibrary to offe r a proper service within the school. M ost l ibraries are n ot able 
to provide any f orm of l ibrary aids in that t he sch ool l ibrarian, w hich is n ot generally c overed under 
the sch ool grants programs or if so  on ly in t hose very rich sch ool d ivisi ons of which N orwood is n ot 
one and t he City of Winn ipeg is hard-pressed in many ot her cases, find that they can d o  n o  m ore than 
simply, in some cases, catal ogue b ooks and n ot provide any of the numerous r ange of services t hat 
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l ibraries w ou ld ot herwise provide. 
Equal ly s o, M r. C hairman, in t he absence of an adequate l ibrary service in the province, b ot h  rura l 

and in the urban areas t o  many extent, t here is n ot the kind of . . .  The questi on is and sti l l  hasn't been 
answered is , to w hat degree are the sc hool l ibraries, such as t hey are, made accessi b le to a wider 
c ommunity and are they trying to partly fi l l  the v oid? And per haps it leads me to a m ore broad-based 
questi on t han t hat and t hat really is,  the extent t o  w hic h t he Department of Educati on has undertaken 
any recent assessment of t he w hole delivery of library services thr ou g h  the sch ool system? 

Agai n ,  I ,  read ing t he rep ort, can see a number of activities, c onsu ltants and s o  on, in the field. 
W hat is n ot apparent and I d on't think has ever really been presented to t his H ouse at least s ince I 
have been here , in d iscussing Ed ucati onal Estimates , is some honest, candid, frank assessment of 
t he adequacy of library services in  the sc hool system and to w hat degree they are in  fact providing a 
maj or res ource f or sc hool c hi ldren - particularly , as I understand, talking t o  s ome l ibrarians as I was 
ab le t o  d o  at their recent c onventi on ab out tw o weeks ag o, that many of them fee l t hat because of t he 
many new sorts of educati onal requirements , the many new fie lds of educati on that we are getting 
into, partic ular ly in the v ocati onal fie lds , the tec hn olog ical fie lds - t here has n ot been the updating 
of the l ibrary services in the sch ool to ensure t he students have fu ll access to them. 

Certain ly the d isparity is m ost apparent in the r ural area, but in any case, many urban sc hools, 
b oth in Bran d on and in Winnipeg, s uffer from t he same kind of relatively low-grade service. lt w ould 
seem to me,  M r. C hairman , t hat the l ibrary service per se is n ot an auxil iary c omponent of t he sch ool 
system but an essential ingredient to it. lt is one t hat I w ou ld suggest has general ly been d own-p layed 
or has been g iven fajrly l ow pri ority as have l ibraries general ly in this province. 

I 'm j ust w ondering if the time has n ot c ome t or the Min ister to in itiate a fu ller assessment of the 
kinds of resources t hat are avai lable so t hat if he must provide s ome c ompell ing arguments to his 
c ol leagues or to whatever future decisi on-makers t hat may be around, that t hey w ou ld at least have 
an accurate appraisal of exactly w hat t he demands are, w hat the present res ou rces are, and w hat 
mig ht be needed to event ua lly beg in bui lding up an adequate library system in  the province s o  that 
there w ould be proper interc hanges between sc hool divisi ons of materials, that there w ou ld be a 
proper pl ug into t he aud i o-visual  services and t o  t he ot her kinds of resource centres that I t hink 
l ibraries are attempting to bec ome. 

I can on ly think ,  for example , Mr. C hairman, of the case t hat is n ow rag ing to s ome degree in t he 
central part of Winn ipeg , that with the absence or t he pu l l- out of the Central City Library from Wi lliam 
Aven ue, that many sch ool c hi ldren w ho n ormally g o  to Hugh J ohn MacDonald and Victoria A lbert 
and ot her sc hools in t hat area , are g oing to be a lm ost, from t heir admissi on,  deprived of any p lace 
where adequate l ibrary services are involved. And if t here is n o  replacement - n ow, it's n ot a d irect 
provincial resp onsibi l ity b ut it is a seri ous fau lt t hat one of the few areas where chi ldren had a p lace t o  
study, where t hey could get access t o  materials, i s  being pu l led out of a c ommunity w here per haps 
t he g reatest need exists a lm ost in the w hole province ,  or certain ly one of the greater needs. And there 
d oesn't seem to be any way to fi l l  that vacuum. 

lt just b ot hers me a g reat deal t o  see that we kind of eac h year go thr ough this area of Estimates 
Debate with out really having any standards or measures t o  mark against t o  what degree we are 
improving because we d on't real ly kn ow w here we are starting from .  

MR. TURNBULL: M r .  C hairman, the Member f or Fort R ouge has touched on a very sensitive p oint. 
He has al l uded to the old Centra l City of Winnipeg Library on Wi l l iam Avenue. He and I are b oth out of 
order in talking about this but I 'm g oing t o  talk ab out it anyway, as he did.  My parents t ook me d own t o  
that l ibrary when I was six years old and I attribute t o  that library and An drew Carnegie w hose p ortrait 
used to hang just as y ou went up the fr ont stairs, a g reat dea l of w hat I learned in past years. I 'm n ot 
much c oncerned with w hat the g overnment t hinks ab out t his or what anybody else t hinks ab out it but 
I wish that they wou ld keep t hat l ibrary there as a l ibrary and I wish that they w ould keep it there t o  
serve the precise p opulati on in that neig hb our hood t hat has been served by i t  over t hese many many 
years , g oing back to my y outh. So if he wants my opi n i on on that, that's it. 

Wit h regard to an assessment of l ibrary services in  t he province, I can tel l  him t hat the department 
did beg in tw o m onths ag o the in itial stages of planning and assessment of sc hool l ibrary faci lities and 
services within the province of Man itoba. T his assessment wi l l  be under way, if it is n ot a lready under 
way n ow. 

With regard to the c ommunity use of sc hools,  this t oo is a rather sensitive issue with me. lt seems 
to me on ly c omm on sense t hat particu larly in rural areas, t hat sch ools be used on a c ommunity basis 
and t hat the library services in t hose sc hools be available to the publ ic at large. I can n ot t hink of 
anything that makes m ore sense , M r. C hairman, t han t hat. Why divisi ons thr oug h t he province have 
n ot seen fit to d o  it, I really can't answer f or. I wi l l  try to find out, but at the m oment I just can't answer 
for it. T here are prob lems, I recogn ize, in terms of sc hool ad min istrati on,  that is the security of the 
sc hool , b ut I t hink that t hese can and c ould be overc ome. But our assessment anyway, presumab ly, 
wi l l  get t o  this particular p oint. 
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I was in one sc hool l ibrary a s hort w hile ag o in Selkirk where the sch ool l ibrary in t he Reg i onal 
C ompre hensive Sc hool was a c ommunity sc hool open to the public and t he publ ic,  I understand , did 
use it. T hat sc hool , of c ourse , is in  the sc hool d ivisi on w hich has a b oard chai red by one G e orge 
Sc hreyer, a prog ressive and enl ig htened ind ividual and perhaps tha t  is the explanati on w hy we have 
a c ommunity l ibrary in t hat divisi on .  

lt s hould be the kind of operati on t hat exists acr oss the province, assuming i t  can be d one in a 
sensible way and with fiscal ec on omy. 

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. C hai rman , I thank the Min ister f or h is expressi on of interest in  s ome of t he 
problems being faced by l ibrary services in t he province and I w ould hope t hat he w ou ld use his 
p ositi on as the M in ister of Educati on to begin  w orking t owards a g reater integrati on of t he l ibrary 
services. lt seems to me w hen t here is suc h an obvi ous need that is n ot being satisfied, t hat we s hould 
try to make the maximum use of the scarce res ou rces t hat we have in l ibraries and it brings me t o  
an other p oint. And t hat i s  t hat in his previ ous l ife t he Min ister was resp onsible f or t he introducti on of 
certain inn ovati ons in the c ommunicati ons system, particularly the disseminati on of cable systems 
into some of the rural areas and he may recall t hat he and I had s ome debate at times about the use of 
that cable system ,  w hat uses it mig ht be put t o. I was w ondering , n ow that he has a new l ife, or at least 
a different perspective on it as he has arisen anew , w het her t here has been any planning d one by the 
Department of Educati on as to how it may make better use and have g reater access to t hose 
c ommunity cablevisi on systems t o  provide sc hool broadcasting in the sch ools? I can only think, M r. 
C hairman , of the qual ity of the Ontari o educati onal televisi on service w hich I supp ose has been 
ackn owledged by its awards as one of the hig h  qual ity televisi on educati onal netw orks in the w orld, 
in  Ontari o. 

W hile it's an expensive item and I d on't supp ose in this time of restraint t hat we w ou ld be 
applauded for suggesting big expenditures , I w ould suggest that t he introducti on of the cable 
systems have n ot been in any way util ized to any effect by t he sc hool system , primarily again because 
it d oesn't seem to me t hat the access has been g iven , t hat t hose very ric h revenues that t he Manitoba 
Telep hone System derives by rental from t he cable c ompanies , a lucrative - w hat's t he last c ount, 
$800 ,000, perhaps even hig her t han t hat, t he Min ister w ould kn ow the figures better than I, that the 
Manit oba Telep hone System s ort of sip hons off out of t he cable l icenses and immediately peels off 
into his general revenues s o  that we can prom ote Princess teleph ones and "walking thr ough t he 
yel l ow pages" and ot her kind of extraneous expenditures. T hose m oneys mig ht be much better spent 
if they were dev oted to t he devel opment of a proper educati onal use of our cable televisi on system 
and t herefore provide perhaps the replacement f or the relatively p oor services that we have f or lack of 
m oney. 

I w ou ld b oth ask the Minister to w hat degree that he wi l l  n ow apply himself to t hat objective 
c onsidering his previ ous experience w orking in new c ommunicati ons w ork; and to what degree t hat 
some w ork has been d one t o  in itiate t he kind of integrati on of educati onal services ont o  the cable 
system n ow that the cable system is bec oming much m ore widespread t hr ough out the province? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. C hai rman, w hi le I was Minister of my previ ous p ortfoli o, I did have 
discuss ions with the t hen Minister of Educat i on ab out this very matter and I understand t hat t he staff 
of the Department of Educati on at t hat time or s omew here t hereab outs , did l ook at t he use of cable,  
c ommercial cable, and t hat is MTS cable facilities, f or the disseminati on of educati onal material. 
T here is one problem , as the Member f or F ort R ouge wel l  realizes , and t hat is t hat the system , t hat is 
t he cable system, and t he microwave system , is n ot yet in  place to deliver t hat service to t he rural 
areas. 

He did make reference to t he Ontari o aut hority for fi lm and TV services. I t hink t heir  budget f ou r  or 
five years ag o was m ore t han the total departmental budget that I have excluding the g rants package, 
of c ourse. S o  that the c omparis on t here is n ot a very g ood one. 

T here wi l l  be , without questi on,  a c ontinual c ontact with the teleph one system and the 
Department of C onsumer, C orp orate and I nternal Services C ommunicati ons Branch to ensure that 
w here opp ortun ities exist and w here it is financially feasible, t his kind of service wi l l  be del ivered. 
T hat type of delivery , narrow casting , is c ontained, as t he member realizes or remembers I h ope, in  
the p ol icy paper of the g overnment issued in  May, 1 974. it's a matter of getting the hardware in  place, 
really , bef ore we can util ize it. T hat is the main problem here. 

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. C hairman, I'm a l ittle bit c ontused by the Min ister's reply because I bel ieve 
t hat I offered to him in part a soluti on to his financial d ifficulties, n ow that he is Min ister of Educati on , 
I w ould assume t hat he w ould be in a p ositi on t o  introduce a t oug h bargain ing p ositi on with his 
c ol league to acquire s ome of those revenues which t he Manit oba Telep hone System acqui res w hich 
is alm ost s heer profit tor it because t he actual capital c osts of providing cable is  relatively l ow as he 
wel l kn ows and that t hey are able t o  derive a fairly b ountifu l return on t heir capital investments w hich 
I again think s hou ld be turned to prog ramm ing. T hat's the key c ost to it. 

Secondly, the util izati on of t he media services 
presentl y are avai lable to t he c ommunity c ol leges and t he un iversities are to my m ind certain ly 
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under-util ized in that al l  t he equ ipment f or prog ramming is certainly available f or improved 
educati onal prog ramm ing t hat w ould be available here. Certainly, as we all  kn ow, t he cable system is 
al ready in place in the City of Winnipeg and c ould be used in t hat c ontext and be t he beginning,  orig in 
of a k ind of educati onal programming system. 

I guess it simply c omes back to w hat c oncerns me a great deal, M r. C hairman, about this 
g overnment, that they are able wit h s ome degree of frequency to produce p ol icy statements but 
when y ou g o  back and examine w hat has happened tw o or three years later, y ou find that t hey are 
sti l l ,  as C ounci l l or Slaw Rebc huk of the City of Winn ipeg used to say, "N ot real ly w orth the paper t hey 
are written on ." T hey are sti l l  simply that; they are a piece of paper with some high-bl own objectives 
and rhetoric attac hed to them wit h n o  real imp lementati ons. And again, we are w ondering why it is 
t hat a number of provinces in this c ountry as well as a number of ot her jurisd icti ons in the U n ited 
States, have been able t o  introduce hig hly proficient and helpfu l educati onal systems and t his 
province hasn't been able t o. I guess I'm sti l l  n ot very clear as to w het her t he Min ister has any p ol icy 
or any intenti on ot her than to undertake s ome min imal c onversati ons fr om time t o  time with his 
c ounterpart, the Minister of C onsumer Affairs. T hat real ly is n ot an answer. ! think he wel l  rec ogn izes 
that c onversati on is c heap. I t hink w hat we are trying t o  ask him is, d o  we have a n ow p ol icy t o  beg in  
b oth deriving the revenue and introducing the kind of programming t hat w ould make use of t his new 
tec hn ol ogy and in particular, beg in using it as a res ource centre n ot just f or direct integrati on of 
prog ramming but for a number of res ources as wel l? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. C hairman, the Member f or F ort R ouge made a number of al lusi ons t here, 
i ncluding something ab out scraps of paper w hich of c ou rse many pe ople have said ab out treaties 
and ot her things that are written on paper. 

I bel ieve that the Department of Educat i on,  the staff of the Department of Educati on, wi l l  be d oing 
everyt hing that it can t o  provide t he instructi onal services over cable or over broadcast TV that it is 
p ossible to provide. T hey are d oing it n ow and I expect that they wil l  do it in  t he future. 

Indeed , I have suggested to t he Director of the Instructi onal Med ia Services t hat she g od own and 
talk to the tw o cable c ompany operat ors and see how wi l l ing they are to provide any kind of service 
for t he sc hools in the province of Manitoba. I can tel l  him t hat I have had some experience in this 
regard trying to get cable service del ivered by one of t hose c ompanies into the p oli o ward of t he 
mun icipal hospital w hich happened to be in my c onstituency. T he neg otiati ons were very very sl ow 
and the c ompanies were n ot always wi l l ing t o  c ome with rapidity t o  a c onclus i on on the discussi ons 
alt hou g h  eventual ly t he service was indeed provided. 

But the Direct or wi l l  be talking to the pe ople w ho own the cable c ompan ies and we'll see what we 
can w ork out for t he City of Winnipeg. T hat sti l l  d oesn't s olve the problem f or other areas of the 
province. Cable wi l l  n ot ever l ikely get into every farm- house or every sc hool rather in the province of 
Man itoba. it's p ossible, I supp ose , but in terms of the tec hn ol ogy and t he m oney avai lable at the 
present time, it is n ot very l ikely. 

And t hen of c ourse we all kn ow, or maybe just he and I kn ow, that one of the g reatest in hibitors of 
the devel opment of cable televisi on in t his c ountry is n ot the MTS or the provincial Department of 
Educati on,  but the Canadian Radi o-Televisi on C ommiss i on w hich seems t o  have all kinds of p olitical 
j obs assigned to it suc h as the one it has recently had assigned to it, to c heck into w hat the CBC is 
rep orting with regard to Quebec. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: T he H on ou rable Mem ber for Brand on West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. C hairman , some time ag o in t his d iscussi on under this branch, I questi oned the 

Minister ab out a c ontract wit h t he Nati onal Fi lm B oard involving an annual fee of $40,000 and f or 
some reas on, M r. C hairman, t he Minister said he expected I w ou ld ask a questi on ab out this c ontract 
and w hy he w ould expect that I w ould ask a questi on ab out this c ontract, n ow excites my interest. 
T here must surely be s ome uneasiness in t he M inister's mind ab out the wh ole entering into of an 
annual c ontract with the Nati onal Fi lm B oard, s o  I w ould l ike to ask an other questi on of the M inister. 

He tells me that this is a way in which they can get new and useful f i lms fr om t he Nati onal Fi lm 
B oard and that the fee is one that he finds acceptable, $40,000.00. Mr. Chai rman, is it  n ot a fact that 
teac hers may b orrow Nati onal Fi lm B oard fi lms wit hout any c ost at al l? Is it n ot a fact that t hese fi lms 
are available wit hout c ost if t he teac hers apply f or t hem? 

MR. TURNBULL: M r. C hai rman , my understand ing was that the d isc ount that we g ot from the 
Nati onal Fi lm B oard was 45 percent. T he member menti oned a figure of $40,000.00. 1 d on't think that 
is an accurate figure; his pipel ine must be dist orted in that regard. 

T he fi lms that are being provided are fi lms t hat t he media services wi l l  have available f or t he 
distributi on to sc hools. I think t hat it is useful f or t hem t o  have the films in t heir  inventory of materials 
avai lable to the sc hools f or t he simple reas on t hat if t hey have them t here, t hey can keep them in 
repair and they can keep t hem ci rculating as rapidly as p ossil:!le. This branch serves the sc hools. The 
Nati onal Fi lm B oard, as I understand it, serves the general public at large and n ot the sch ool system. 

MR. McGILL: M r. C hai rman, I d on't prop ose to belab ou r  this p oint but I must questi on t he M in ister 
on w hy he thinks a c ontract l ike this w ould be better because it enables them to keep these fi lms in  
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repair? Is h is school system better able to keep the fi lms in repair than the National F i lm Board which 
has a lend ing service and wh ich provides these f i lms without cost, presumably in good repair, to the 
teachers of the school system? Now, there must be some reason other than those which the Min ister 
has suggested wh ich would necessitate establishing an annual fee for the use of fi lms. 

MR. TURNBULL: M r. Chairman, the Member for Brandon West begs the q uestion. The point is 
that the National Fi lm Board simply was no longer able to provide a f i lm service to the schools. The 
volume was just too g reat. They wanted, as I understand it, to get out of that particular service that 
they were providing to the schools. So the Media Branch was faced with having to make a decision on 
how to have a sufficient number of fi lms of Canadian content for use in our schools, and the decision 
was made to buy. 

MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, I understand the Minister is saying it was either/or. Either we enter 
into a contract and pay an annual fee or there wou ldn't be f i lms avai lable on the old basis. Is that 
correct? 

MR. TURNBULL: Not qu ite, M r. Speaker. I said that the service of providing the fi lms to the 
schools was no longer to be provided by the National Film Board. So the department made a choice 
as to what it wou ld do to get fi lms of Canadian content and the choice was to buy the f i lms at the 
discount that I mentioned. This branch, in  its film area, sends out 60,000 films a month - 60,000 fi lms 
a month , it says here - an enormous number of f i lms, so I th ink . . .  The Member for Brandon West is 
chuckling and assuming the figure is correct we have an enormous volume here and it's easy to 
understand why the Fi lm Board would find it onerous. 

MR. McGILL: I suppose 60,000 fi lms a month, that wou ld be about 3,000 a working day, and if 
there were 3,000 in  and 3,000 out, that wou ld be 6,000 units hand led in  a day. I woul d  wish to 
compliment the co-ord inator of the department. I th ink they are hand l ing a tremendous volume of 
films. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, the D irector is of course qu ite happy and able to accept the 
compliment but she can't because of the procedure in the House, so I wi l l  accept it on her behalf. She 
tells me there are truckloads of f i lms going out and in of 1 1 81 Portage every day. Perhaps the Member 
for Brandon West and I should go down and see this activity. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 {h) ( 1 )-pass. Resolution 51 {j) Native Education B ranch: { 1 )  
Salaries $333,200.00-pass; Other Expenditures $182,000.00. The Honourable Member for Robl in .  

MR. McKENZIE: I wonder if the Min ister cou ld g ive me some idea of  the Metis counsel l ing 
services that are provided at Campervi l le and if the service is sti l l  being offered and if it is functioning 
up to the expectations of the Minister and the department. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I 'm advised that that counsel l ing service provided by the 
department is in existence, it does continue and I 'm told that it is wel l received in the community and 
the person is doing a good job there. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 {h)(2) .  The Honourable Member for Riel.  
MR. DONALD W. CRAIK: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I could ask the Minister how many people are 

employed in this particular branch? 
MR. TURNBULl: The Estimates House Book that I have, Mr. Speaker, ind icates 1 2  staff - 1 call 

them staff person years - in  this branch. 
MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chai rman, are there a number of native people employed in the branch? -

{Interjection)- Are a number of these 1 2  people native people? 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman , as the Member for R iel knows, we do not ask people their ethn ic 

orig in when they are h i red and if we did, it would indeed be, as I understand it anyway, a violation of 
the Human Rights Act. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chairman, I wou ldn't think  that it would be a violation of the Human Rights Act or 
the best intentions of human rights to have a member of th is Chamber ask a Min ister of the 
government whether the Native Education Branch was staffed by native people. As a matter of fact, if 
the human rights aspect is so important, I 'm surprised you put the word "Native" under this item. You 
should have "Ethnic Und isclosed Education Branch." 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I do know, if the Member for Riel is interested in  this, I happen to 
know the answer. -{l nterjection)-Okay, perhaps I should tel l him privately. ! know that the Member 
for Riel regards it in a rather facetious way but I think in  a way it's a kind of question that I would prefer 
to avoid dealing with in the House. I don't think it makes any difference real ly. But I can tel l  him that 
the Di rector is of native ancestry, yes, because I happened to ask h im one day and he told me. And I 
think the majority of the staff are. 

MR. CRAIK: M r. Speaker, I should say that I'm pleased to hear it, if that's the case. That's the point I 
was after. I th ink it is important to have people who have a background, a better understanding if they 
are from the community which they are attempting to serve. 

1 have one further question with regard - I presume it's to th is branch although I'm not sure - I 
noticed in the Order for Return with regard to travel, that there were six attendants from the 
Department of Education at a meeting in  Albuq uerque, New Mexico, with regard to native education 
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-(Interjection)- Wel l ,  I advised the Min ister, it's before his tenu re of his post as M i nister of 
Education but I think it's a legitimate question to ask the Min ister whether the department has 
discovered that there is an experience to be gained from in the southern Un ited States - presumbly 
it's with regards to, yes, it is, native education, in Albuquerque, New Mexico with six people to a 
convention al l  at the same time. I don't know that it is a convention but perhaps he can advise whether 
there is some sort of a program carried on with groups in the Un ited States on this particular topic. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, what was the topic again? 
MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chai rman, the topic is Native Education. 
MR. TURNBULL: The topic of the conference in Albuquerque? Mr. Chai rman, the for R iel sat 

down saying is there an experience to be gained by sending people from the Department of 
Education, Native Education Branch , to Albuquerque for that topic, and I don't think he mentioned 
the topic. I 'm trying to get from him what the topic of the conference was, what the theme of the 
conference was. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, there's no way of determining from the Order for Return whether it was a 
conference or what type of meeting took place or what it might be. Al l  the information is that there 
were six people who travel led to Albuquerque, New Mexico at the same time on the topic of native 
education. My question to the Min ister is whether there is an exchange program going on, whether it 
was a conference, or whether there is a major experience to be gained from communication with 
people in Albuquerque, New Mexico to justify six people travell ing there and back? -( lnterjection)
Mr. Speaker, it was January 22nd of two years ago. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, if that Albuquerque conference occurred in January of 1975, then 
the Order for Return was not filed by me. I ' l l  have to take the question and try to find out what the 
conference was all  about, who went and why and I'll try to have that for him tomorrow. I hope we can 
pass the appropriation, if he wouldn't m ind. Thank you.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (h) (2) . The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. SHERMAN: I 'm sorry, Mr. Chairman. I thought we were going on to (k) .  
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge. 
MR. AXWORTHY: M r. Chairman, I wou ld l i ke to raise a question with the Minister which I th ink 

properly comes under th is category but it's one that I believe carries with it a much more serious 
implication. As I understand it, about three years ago the province of Man itoba signed an agreement 
with the Federal Government to allow the education of chi ldren on Treaty Reserves to be, . . .  their  
education program off reserves in the public school systems, in towns and communities that m ight 
be surrounding or close to reserve areas. This was done, as I understand, on the theory that this 
would provide a better educational experience and might improve the qual ity of education. lt's been 
my experience in the last three or four months, Mr. Chairman, visiting several reserves in the province 
and talking to people there that in fact in some cases you sti l l  find that the drop-out rate of Indian 
children attending public schools outside the reserves is sti l l  around 70 or 80 percent of the chi ldren 
dropping out before grade 7 and that in fact many of them suggest that the public schools in those 
areas are not in any way geared or d i rected toward providing the kind of educational experience or 
arrangement that would be most suitable and adaptable to Ind ian chi ldren who are coming out with 
both different languages and different cultural background. Now, Mr. Chairman, I think we al l  
recognize in this House that one of the most severe social d ifficulties we have in  the province is 
enabl ing chi ldren of lnd ian-Metis background to get a proper and decent education so they have a 
chance at getting jobs and making it in this province and it seems to me that the sol ution has not yet 
been found and I would really want to know and I ask the Min ister out of some real concern as to 
whether they are , the Native Education Branch, if that's the right group to be doing it, has been in fact 
assessing the experience of this Federal-Provincial arrangement for the education of Treaty chi ldren 
- which I believe is now three orfour years old, I th ink that the signing of it goes back about that long 
- and determ ining whether, in  fact, it really has l ived up to its expectations or whether, in fact, a 
better answer must be found and to what degree we are, if that arrangement is to continue where 
Treaty chi ldren are to be taught in public schools, what is being done to assist those public schools in 
responding to the particular needs that exist, in particular I th ink from the simple performance 
criteria that I just mentioned that a drop-out rate of 80-90 percent by g rade 7 cannot be considered 
much of a success and I would really want to know from the M in ister if he has an opportun ity to 
observe that particular program and determine really what the results are and whether, in fact, it's 
being reconsidered as a way of re-organizing the educational program in a different way to come up 
with better resu lts? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr.  Chairman, I am not fam i l iar with the agreement that the Member for Fort 
Rouge is referring to, he did not give the title of it. I do know that there is a master tuition agreement 
that has been one of long-standing between this province and the Federal Government, at least ten 
years, it m ight be longer than that. That master tu ition agreement enables the province to recover 
moneys from the Federal Government for the teaching of ch ildren of Native ancestry in the un itary 
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school divisions and d istricts of the province. That agreement is purely financial .  There is, within the 
Native Education Branch, though, an effort made to develop curriculum material, if that's what the 
Member for Fort Rouge is referring to, and there are teacher handbooks that have been developed 
t have some of them here - by the Man itoba Native Education Branch, Resource Material Native 
Peoples of Manitoba, another one Teacher Handbook Resource Materials Pertaining to I ndian, and 
Met is cultures. Teacher handbook called Native Games, teacher handbook on H ides, etc. ,  and it goes 
through a number of topics. This material is avai lable. I assume that it is used and has relevance to 
people of Native ancestry in our un itary schools and school d istricts. This material pertains to 
matters that would be of the Native cu lture. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Fort Rouge. 
MR. AXWORTHY: M r. Chairman, I find it hard to believe that the M in ister of Education, who has 

been a teacher h imself, would begin to suggest that the problem I described is going to be solved by 
having five or six curricu lum pamphlets available in some of the un itary school d ivisions. M r. 
Chairman, I 'm talking about a situation where not in far northern reserves, although the problem is 
desperate and deep there, but in  many of the reserves with in  the southern part of the province with in  
an hour's drive of  Winn ipeg, where Native children, in fact, are . . .  there is no school provision on the 
reserves themselves, their primary education is received off reserves in the public school system in  
the unitary d ivision . 

Education, if you want to call it that, but education . . .  that primarily most of these chi ldren are 
leaving the school before they obtain grade 6 and 7 and, in fact, thei r  standards of performance in  
those schools are such that the levels of  read ing and other basic skil ls are almost n i l  and those 
become the ch i ldren who, when they become 1 5  or 1 6, migrate to Winnipeg or Selkirk or wherever it 
may be and usually end up getting into some form of trouble or end ing up in really being pretty 
ruthless and lost and there's a d irect connection and having visited these reserves and talked to them, 
but other than in some areas where there may be a kindergarden or a nursery school program or, in 
-some cases, a Day Care program that's paid for again usually out of LIP money, there seems to be 
almost an absence of mind on the solution. Yet I think that we shou ld recognize that if there is an 
educational problem in this province, Mr. Chairman, that's it, and the one that should be 
commanding the most serious attention, more than adequate resources, I mean I don't think policies 
of restraint apply in these kind of conditions because I th ink any attempt to cut corners or cut ' 
pennies wi l l  simply end up in lost dol lars because there's no way of saving money if you don't provide 
decent education for kids; and yet the only answer I get from the Min ister is that he's got four 
pamphlets to offer these schools. Well I don't th ink that's good enough. Frankly, if that is the extent of 
what we're trying to do, then I wou ld think that we are fundamentally off base and that the 
department, the Min ister, the government along with their Federal authorities are simply not 
adjusting themselves seriously to the problem of education of Native ch i ldren. 

I would first l ike to know, then , if the kind of impressions that I 've gained , not on a scientific basis 
but simply by visits, can be confi rmed by the M i nister f rom the more exhaustive resources that he has 
as a head of a department; and secondly, what is he going to do about it? What does he have ready to 
do about it, because if he hasn't, then I would simply say he's a fai lure as a Min ister. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (h) (2) pass. Resolution 51 (k) Vocational Education (1 ) Salaries 
$1 02,900. The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, pending the Min ister's explanation of this particular item and 
appropriation , I must express some concern at the lack of emphasis, at least at first glance, that 
appears to be placed by the department in this very important area of educational opportun ity. The 
Annual Report of the department, in its reference to vocational education section,  offers 
approximately one column inch as explanation on the section, on the bottom of page 1 1  and the top 
of page 1 2  and the appropriation that we're deal ing with here seems to me to be a very meagre one. 
There is a reduction in the amount we are being asked to vote as compared to last year, not in  the item 
having to do with salaries but in the other parts of the appropriation. I repeat what I said with respect 
to another appropriation in these same Estimates, and I'm not suggesting that I would l ike to see the 
overall budget of the department increased but I do seek some assurance that what rational izations 
are necessary have been done without downgrading very important areas. There are areas, no doubt, 
from which fat cou ld be trimmed and in  which expense could be saved. There are other areas in 
which reductions in expenditure, reductions in  the appropriation would seem to me to be inhibitive of 
the kinds of programs that the department should be supporting. I have a good many expressions of 
concern forwarded to me from parents, teachers and students with respect to the shortcomings 
some of them feel exist in the whole 

I am field of vocational education . i nterested in advice from the Min ister as to whether the teacher 
g rant structure has been programmed to take into account the desirability of having as much 
vocational instructional input as is possible and practical in schools and in school divisions. I know 
that there are vocational g rants that are paid to school d ivisions to cover this aspect of education, 
quite apart from the appropriation that we are looking at here, M r. Chairman, but I sti l l  find it 
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somewhat d ismaying that the aspect itself seems to enjoy a very low priority, both in terms of the 
attention it receives in the report and the amount we're being asked to consider at this stage of the 
Estimates. I think that one can make the case and the point fairly, that not withstand ing the necessity 
for a major emphasis on the basics in education, the basics being academic in my view, there is, 
nonetheless an almost equally important need, particularly in society today, for a fai r emphasis on 
vocational educational opportunity. 

So I put that concern to the Min ister, and as I say, pending his response, I have some considerable 
dismay and concern at the moment. He may be able to clear that concern up. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr.  Chai rman, I share the Member for Fort Garry's concern about the need for 
vocational education . There is no question about it .  We need to train in  a technological society 
people who have the skil ls necessary to keep that techni logical society going and one of the places 
they can obtain those skil ls, of course, one of the places is in a reg ional secondary vocational 
educational school and I have been in some of those schools, several of them, and they are really 
qu ite remarkable. I am rather sorry that ten years Fort Garry, wh ich he and I know wel l ,  for some 
reason did not see fit to go for a reg ional vocational educational school in that part of the city. 

The amount of money that he sees here in the printed Estimates book really is a tiny part of the 
amount of money that the department provides for vocational education . One of the differences that I 
can tel l  h im exists here in this appropriation is a transfer out of this appropriation to Frontier School 
Division school budget $50,000 for vocational alternative programs. So that's one amount, it 
accounts pretty wel l ,  well more than accounts for the difference that he sees before h im.  

In  addition to that, of  course, there is the increase in  the vocational educational g rant, we 
increased it this year from $325 per pupi l to $475 per pupi l ,  making avai lable a total this year, this 
school year, of $3.2 mi l l ion with the existing student count, so there's $3.2 mi l l ion there. 

In addition to that I have attempted, and I think the government is agreed, to move into a re
equipment program of vocational education schools. Some of the equipment, as the member well 
realizes, has become worn and there is need for replacement, so some $700,000 in  capital re
equipment for vocational schools wi l l  be provided in another part of the budget, so if we take that 
together that's $3.9 mi l l ion there, plus the amount of money that he sees before h im,  plus the $50,000 
in Frontier School .  So the amount of funds avai lable from the department has increased substantially 
this year, despite what the figures in front of him may ind icate. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the Min ister's answer as information. I assume that 

there's been no change in the teacher grant structure that would accommodate any sort of 
practicable increase on the part of individual schools and and school d ivisions for vocational 
teachers under g rant on their establ ishments. Is that correct? Is that schedule pretty much as it has 
been in the past, or is there opportunity in that schedule now for schools to add add itional vocational 
and industtrial instructors under grant? 

MR. TURN BULL: Mr. Chairman, the member mentions that the teacher pupil  authorizations have 
not changed, have not been changed in a way to affect vocational education teachers and the 
authorization for them and he is correct in that. However, the grant that I al luded to, the one that went 
from $325.00 to $475.00 per pupi l ,  wi l l  certainly enable school d ivisions in that area of vocational 
education to pay considerable costs including costs of teachers, so the money is there, even for 
teachers. 

A MEMBER: $400,000 for Fort Garry alone? 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. SHERMAN: With respect to that particular g rant to which the M in ister has just referred, I 

assume that to qual ify for that kind of a grant a pupil  has to be in a vocational course fifty percent or 
more of h is or her t ime, is that correct? 

MR. TURNBULL: Yes, Mr. Chairman, for that particular g rant a student would have to be in a 
vocational education program fifty percent of his time, I bel ieve that is correct. . 

There is other money, of course, available - when we get to the g rants' package we can d 1scuss 
all this - for other programs besides the ones that I bel ieve he is al luding to, which is vocational 
education fifty percent of the time, normally carried out in  a vocational educational regional school. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (k) (1  )-pass; (k) (2) Other Expenditures. The Honourable 
Member for St. James. 

MR. GEORGE MINAKER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I wonder if the Honourable M inister could 
advise the Committee with regards to the fact that in  our Publ ic Accounts that we just received, which 
unfortunately they are always a year behind and we are talking about expenditures a year hence from 
now, that it shows somewhere in the order of $1 23,000 was expended back a year ago and now we are 
looking at someth ing l ike $1 8,600.00. I wonder if the M inister can elaborate on that. Does that mean 
that this is now being looked after under a different section or have they d iscontinued this type of 
service from h is Department? 
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MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, I d idn't quite follow the q uestion, but I am told that the answer is 
that Program Development is now in Program Secretariat. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (k) (2)-pass; (k) (3)-pass; Resolution 51 (I) Small Schools -
Salaries $65,1 00.00. The Honourable Member for Brandon-West. 

MR. McGILL: Mr. Chai rman, just a brief word of explanation from the Minister. I don't bel ieve this 
head ing has appeared before in  the Estimates - Small Schools, perhaps the Min ister cou ld tel l  us 
just what that items covers. I wondered if it was something to do w ith the positions that have been 
frequently stated in the Legislature by my colleague, the Honourable Member for Swan R iver, that 
maybe the Minister had at last got the message ancj that they g iving some consideration to that. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, I a l luded to small schools, and the Member for Swan R iver, the 
other night when I told him that I real ly believed that was a small one-room school in  fact what we now 
cal l  an open area school .  And I think that the small school in that way has worked qu ite wel l .  

This prog ram did evolve some time ago i n  part in  response to the need that some d ivisions 
experience, particu larly those d ivisions that had small schools within  thei r  jurisdictional areas. 

We have defined a small school as one having an enrollment of up to approximately 300 pupils in  
Grades X to X I I ,  and a small elementary school was defined as one in which each teacher had at  least 
two g rades in each classroom and in which there were not more than five teachers in total .  

The point of setting out small schools as a separate appropriation is indeed to highl ight i t .  I th ink 
that the services provided here are important. There are quite a few smal l schools in the province and 
th is particu lar section, personnel anyway, are involved in  organizing in-services for the teachers and 
staff of these small schools. I think that that function is a useful one for the schools and wi l l  be in  turn 
useful for the students in them. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 ( 1 ) ( 1  )-pass; ( 1) (2)-pass. 
Resolution 51 (m) Co-operative Educational Services Salaries $33,400-pass; Other Expen-

d itures $57,1 00-pass. 
Resolution 51 (n) Bureau de !'Education Francaise. 
The Honourable Member for Brandon·West. 
MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, this is a branch and covers an area of activity of the Department that 

has not received perhaps the attention that it deserves in past years. We bel ieve that probably this 
year, because of the increasing influence in bi l ingual ism in our country and in our province, that this 
branch of the Department deserves some consideration at this time. 

I would l ike to introduce a series of questions relating to the operation. l f the Chairman considers 
that it would not be appropriate to enter i nto th is area at this time I wou ld considel'" it ten o'clock if he 
so wishes. 

MR. GREEN: Mr. Chairman, I bel ieve that the Honourable Min ister and the Members would l ike to 
continue for some period because g iving sort of a mental calculation of a week or so in each Estimate, 
it wou ld seem that we have to spend some more time. If the Honourable Member is suggesting that 
we m ight make better progress tomorrow then maybe we could stop. But if there is a chance of 
getting through some add itional work ton ight I think we would l ike to do it. 

MR. McGILL: M r. Chai rman, we are qu ite agreeable, of course, to continu ing.  The questioning i n  
this area i s  fairly extensive. I question whether w e  wou ld complete i t  th is even ing. We m ight very wel l .  
-(Interjection)- Okay. 

The whole area of the use and the i ntroduction of the l im ited use of French as a language of 
instruction in the schools of Man itoba goes back, of course, to the Progressive Conservative 
admin istration in the 1 960's when the first steps were taken in th is  d i rection.  

Mr. Chairman , I th ink as a prelude to our questions we should remind the Committee that we have 
favoured the use of F rancaise programs where there is a sufficient popu lation whose first language is 
French and where the local authorities make the decision after consu ltation with the people in  those 
divisions. 

We have al ready, Mr. Chairman, in our reply to the Speech from the Throne suggested that it 
would be a very useful d i rection in  

which to  go to have instruction in  French as a second language for chi ldren from as early an age 
as is educationally feasible and on through the g rades, so that interested chi ldren may ach ieve a 
foundation for b i l ingual ism. And in both these areas, that is, Francaise and French as a fi rst language 
or French as a second language we would hope that there would be a fairly h igh percentage of funds 
for instructional purposes with a consequent l imiting of funds for administrative purposes. 

We have also too felt, Mr. Chairman, that we would l ike to encourage the expansion of the student 
exchange program in order to g ive further assistance to teachers in the classroom and to bring reality 
to the students learn ing French. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in the activities of the Bureau de I' Education Francaise we note that there has 
been some change in the d i rection in which the Bureau has been going. In its original form in April of 
1 971 it had an Associate Di rector and two Consu ltants, a Librarian and three clerical secretarial staff, 
and they were deal ing with two main functions. One was the writing of complete Francaise programs 
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in all subjects from kindergarten to G rade X, or at least supervising the writing of those programs, 
and the plann ing and writing of other subject programs for most of the courses in G rade XI  and G rade 
X I I .  They were concerned too with the 

in-service of teachers and the implementation of these courses in the schools that elected to 
teach them. These two basic activities, two main functions, kept that small staff, fai rly small staff I 
would think at that time, qu ite fully occupied, and the section continued to operate on that basis unti l 
April of 1 974, Apri l 1 st. At that time the new B.E.F. Di rector or the new Bureau really, was set up with 
Mr. Tremblay, who came in  from Quebec as the Co-ord inator. At that time as wel l the former 
Associate-Di rector of the French section returned to the Curriculum Branch, where he took up 
responsibi l ities for part of the modern languages program, in particular French as a second 
language. 

Mr. Chairman, the staff of the Bu reau was increased and continued under the d i rection of M r. 
Tremblay unti l  the spring of 1 976 when he returned to Quebec. M r. Raymond Hebert became head of 
the Bureau as an Associate Deputy Min ister in Ju ly of 1 976. lt was at that time, M r. Chairman, that 
French as a second language was removed from the Curriculum Branch and placed u nder the B.E.F. ,  
the Bureau. 

The Associate Di rector who had worked on French and other second languages in  the interven ing 
two years or more was asked to return to the Bureau, but this he declined to do. I bel ieve that was M r. 
Corriveau. And he res igned from the department after some twenty-five years of service. 

So, Mr. Chairman, there was qu ite a change really and one of the major changes was the removal 
of French as a second language from the Curricu lum Department and placing it under the Bureau . 

I th ink we are al l  interested in the way in which the funding that is avai lable for French as a second 
language and Francaise programs, in the way that funding which comes to us from the federal 
government is used in our school programs. And I note that in the Estimates a much larger sum of 
money was granted by Ottawa for the encouragement of French language instruction, that is both 
Francaise and French as a second language, than is shown in the Estimates in the previous year. Last 
year I th ink we showed as recoverable from Ottawa - $� 1 8,900 and this year $872,500.00. Now there 
must be some reason for this sudden increase, Mr. Chairman, and I wonder if the Min ister could tel l  
us why the difference in this amount which is  provided by federal sources? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, the member has g iven us, g iven me anyway, a very interesting 
summary of the history of the Bureau, but I bel ieve he referred fairly regularly to an Associate Deputy 
Min ister, the position is an Assistant Deputy M in ister, there being some difference there. 

He also made al lusions to the exchange program and the desire to increase it. I can assure h im 
that there has been a fifty percent increase in that exchange program. And the monitor program too 
has increased . lt is sponsored by the Council of M i nisters of Education and the federal government. 

The funding question that he particu larly requested - why the increase in recoverable from 
Canada to $872,500, is one that certainly deserves an explanation. The difference between last year's 
amount shown as recovereable and this year's amount shown as recoverable is in the special 
programs for the promotion of bi l ingualism .  l t  was transferred to BEF from Continu ing Education. I 
think that, I 'm to ld, is the answer to the question. lt doesn't seem to be quite complete but it is ful l  
recovery we are talking about. 

MR. McGILL: M r. Chairman, then the difference, the increase as shown, real ly doesn't relate to a 
change in grants from Ottawa but really is because the FSL program has been moved into BEF. Is that 
the reason why the grants now show a larger amount for this particu lar branch of the department? 

MR. TURN BULL: Mr. Chai rman, it is not the conversation course, which I th ink is perhaps what 
the member is referring to, that accounts for the difference, but the annexes that have been 
transferred . The annexes are a series of documents that relate to bursaries paid to students who are 
engaged in learn ing French .  

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wally Johannson): Resolution 51 (n) ( 1 ) .  
The Honourable Member for Crescentwood. 
MR. STEEN: Yes, Mr. Chai rman, could the Min ister tel l  me under th is item in the Budget in the 

recoverable from Ottawa, does his department pay the various school d ivisions that run the 
immersion courses a per student g rant and what that f igure m ight be? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, the question seems to be based on two different assumptions. 
There is no payment for French education to school d ivisions that is based on a per pupil cou nt. What 
it is based on is full time equivalency. In other words, it depends on the amount of time a student is 
studying French or learn ing in French and that is the basis of the province g iving the money to the 
school division . A fu l l  time equivalency means: "the product of enrolment and the percentage of 
instructional t ime in the minority language calculated as of September 30th of each year." Where all 
the subjects are taught in  the minority language, the fu l l  tim.e equ ivalency is equal to one. In other 
words, it's qu ite a sophisticated formula for ensuring that the divisions get an amount of �oney 
proportionate to the amount of instruction in French and the number of students they have takmg the 
course but it is not a flat per pupil g rant. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Crescentwood. 
MR. STEEN: Again, Mr. Chairman, to the Minister in his annual report it doesmention as Item No. 

3 on page 37, the immersion section and I am wondering: is the $872,500 Recov arable from Canada, 
what portion of that goes to the immersion aspect of this particular bureau? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I'm advised that the program that is referred to and I gather this 
annual report was a special project and the funding for it has, I bel ieve, been altered now to the kind of 
funding that I have just described, the basic full time equ ivalency, but if you g ive us a moment, I ' l l  
check the specific references. Could you just give us the page number again,  you went through i t  
rather quickly. -( Interjection)-'- Thirty-seven.  

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr.  Chai rman, this discussion about accounting procedures is al l  very 
interesting, I think it sti l l  begs the issue about French language schools which has come about in this 
province and the one voice we have not heard a great deal from is the statement by the Minister of 
Education in terms of the present issue that has emerged of whether you have fu l l  language tra in ing 
in French as opposed to the partial language or dual language programs which have provided a high 
degree of conflict in  some school divisions and I bel ieve that certain members of the department have 
been i nvolved in interpreting the studies that have been done by the St. Boniface College Research 
Centre that was asked to assess the pedigogical results of one program versus another. And what I 
would really l ike to know at this stage: has the Minister been able to decide where the government 
stands on th is particular issue if it  stands anywhere at all or does it have the same forth right position it 
takes on native education and that is that there is no position at all  really. And that's what we would 
really l ike to know, on this particular issue: what is it that the government is prepared to take a stand 
on and how does it relate its financing on those areas? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (n) ( 1 ) - pass. The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge. 
MR. AXWORTHY: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, I was so engrossed in the side comments of the Premier 

that I d idn't hear the extensive answer offered by the Min ister of Education. Could he indicate to us 
what h is present pol icy is in th is area and if he hasn't one, do we expect one or does he affirm the 
position taken by the director of h is own BEF research or does any one affirm it. We would simply l ike 
to know where the Department of Education stands on this issue. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (n) .  The Honourable Member for Aiel. 
MR. CRAIK: Well ,  Mr. Chairman, I just want to make a comment here that although we seem to 

hear a great deal in the news about some of the problems that exist where we have school d ivisions 
that are caught in the position of it becoming a pol itical issue whether or not they have extensive 
teaching of French and whether it's immersion or whether it's instruction in French or instruction of 
French, I want to say that the school division i n  which I reside myself has done some pretty extensive 
background work in preparing to be able to have both types of education in the division. I think 
probably they've been a model of success in the Lavallee School in particular where the school is 
architecturally and otherwise designed to provide for the greatest of experiments, experiments with 
the greatest potential for success in this area and I think they are succeeding. 

I also want to point out, M r. Chairman, that every once i n  a whi le a person does say something in 
this House that he may want to read in Hansard , I have never done it but I do recall speaking on this 
issue in the House here about 1 970 when the federal bi l ingual program was brought into Canada. I 
went out of my way at the time to say during the Education Estimates that if the federal government at 
that time when they were launching into that program had taken the same number of dollars and put 
them into the educational system, they would have had a far better return in terms of promoting the 
concept of bi l ingualism and by way of using the carrot rather than the stick which they did use, the 
stick they used by legislating bi l ingualism and had they put the same number of dollars in through 
the school system, it may not have benefitted, got the immediate sort of productiveness that the 
federal government wanted in terms of teach ing adu lts to be bi l ingual, but I am sure that it would 
have. lt may not have been the demonstration that the government of the day in Ottawa feltthatthey 
needed to demonstrate to Quebec that they were going to bring about a situation in Canada that 
would demonstrate once and for all that Quebec had equa: opportunities in the other parts of Canada 
that the rest of Canada had in Quebec. But, from all practical purposes, had the direction been taken 
at that time of saying to the upcoming generations of Canadians, "We have a heritage in Canada that 
we're going to attempt to provide a continuance of if there is an appetite for it and that is through the 
educational systems of Canada" and they would have had no d ifficulty in getting the co-operation of 
the provinces in undertaking a program of that type. 

They would also have got a much higher degree of co-operation from the point of view of seeing 
the schools used for adult education for the purposes which they wanted for making the French 
language available for adu lts as wel l .  But they chose the course of going the compulsory route 
through legislation and got the results that have not proven satisfactory and are unl ikely to prove 
satisfactory in terms of having any measurable effect in bringing about an accord between the 
different parts of Canada. 

So 1 repeat, Mr. Chairman, that there seems to be some direction now being taken by Ottawa to 
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recogn ize that they may have to raise their sights and provide for b i l ingualism in Canada by using the 
educational system, fostering it in the educational system and providing it for the young people and 
not the people who can neither absorb it as read i ly nor appreciate it. 

I wou ld say simply that the debates that have taken place in th is Chamber before, although they 
were certainly not heard elsewhere and probably were said in many of the provincial chambers 
across Canada and were never heard in Ottawa, seem now to be registering only because of the bitter 
experience the federal government is having in the bi l ingual ism program particu larly that it has taken 
legislating it through the civil service. Lest there be any doubt, there is a place in the educational 
system and an expanding role for the educational system to provide for g reater opportunity in this 
entire area. 

Now whether the specii!c. Estimates that we are looking at here or not are adequate or otherwise, I 
don't know or whether they're the entire picture in fostering the federal program and funnel l ing thei r  
efforts through the educational system. The Min ister may want to make comment o n  but certainly the 
d i rection ,  if b i l ingual ism has half a chance of suGceeding in this country, it is going to be through 
education and not through the system and approach that the federal government has been taking 
over the last half-dozen years in  Canada. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (n) ( 1 ) - pass. The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: Mr.  Chairman, if I can go back again to the difference between the recoverable 

figures from the federal government as shown in the two different years and almost doubl ing,  do I 
understand the Minister to say that the difference is due to annexes from other areas, in other words, 
the total federal support has not than changed materially but the amount now recoverable and 
al located to BEF is increased? Now that must have come from some other branch or some other area; 
what other areas have been reduced by the amount wh ich is now shown as an increase to the BEF 
program? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, there have been a number of points made that I should attempt to 
deal with. First of al l ,  I heartily agree with the Member for Riel in the remarks that he made about the 
necessity of improving French instruction in our country through the school system. I th ink that the 
approach of the federal government as they read i ly admit now is one that has not in  fact led to the 
goals that they had sought. 

I bel ieve that the Member for Fort Rouge in the remarks that he made and perhaps I shou ldn't refer 
to, should take them and compare what he said in Hansard with what B i l l 1 1 3  does provide. This 
province, I think, has enacted a legislation which is progressive; I bel ieve it enacted that legislation 
before any other province did; I bel ieve it is legislation which g ives to the parents of chi ldren the 
opportun ity to ask, to petition school d ivisions and boards to provide groupings for students in  the 
division. That legislation also provides that the parents or the board rather, may enter into 
agreements with d ivisions that are adjoin ing to make sure that there is sufficient and efficient 
util ization of space. 

The g rants formu la that we have developed in this province as far as I can ascertain is the best 
formula that exists across the country. lt is one that enables the school d ivisions in this province that 
have set up programs of the kind that we are describing to receive adequate compensation for the 
cost of provid ing those programs. What we have here, I am told, is a model, not only in legislation but 
in terms of the g rants formula that the province uses to pay money to the school divisions. 

The Member for Crescentwood did al lude to a particular program in the annual report. I th ink I 
gave h im an answer although he looked somewhat perplexed. I can on ly say to him thatthe program 
in the annual report was a special project; it was funded fifty-fifty with the federal government. What 
we have now is the fu l l  time equ ivalency formula wh ich applies equally to all types of programs where 
there is instruction in French and I th ink as I say, it's a progressive type of formula. 

The annexes that I al luded to earlier I could perhaps mention to the Member for B randon West. 
One of the annexes provides for travel bursaries for students who cannot pursue thei r post
secondary studies in their  own language within reasonable commuting distance from their home. 
Another annex provides bursaries to second language and minority language teachers; a third 
provides fellowsh ips of one year duration for second language study to provide students with an 
opportun ity for immersion in the environment of their second language and another annex provides 
for special projects to provide assistance . to provincial governments for areas considered to need 
special attention. 

Now the comparison that the Member for B randon West seeks is one of his more detailed 
questions. 1 believe I have answered him correctly and adequately. The i ncrease from the 
recoverable amount shown in this year's Estimate as compared to last year's Estimate is based on 
these annexes. The difference as far as my staff can ascertain is $394,600.00. That's it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge. 
MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. Chairman, I th ink . . .  
MR. TURNBULL: If 1 may, Mr. Chairman, the point there was that the annexes are 1 00 percent 
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recoverable from the federal government. 
MR. McGILL: Annexes being bursaries for various student activities relating to French language, 

FSL or Francaise, I presume. Students and teachers. 
MR. TURNBULL: Yes. 
MR. McGILL: But how is it that this now is credited to BEF this year and where did i t go last year? I 

mean, you have annexes that account for this increase but where did those amounts show last year 
on the program? 

MR. TURNBULL: I would l ike to thank the Member for Brandon West; he has now crystal l ized the 
question. The money last year was in Un iversities and Colleges. Now we can, I suppose, extract it al l  
and get it al l  down into a form if he wishes but that's where the money was; that's the problem that he's 
encountering in trying to make the reconcil iation there. 

MR. McGILL: M r. Chairman, has BEF taken over some function that was formerly under Colleges 
and Un iversities? 

MR. TURNBULL: The answer, Mr. Chairman, is yes. What functions? The annexes which I just 
read out. 

MR. AXWORTHY: Well ,  Mr. Chairman, there were some comments made with respectto this item 
which I think probably deserve some clarification particularly by the Minister and I th ink that again 
he's sti l l  leaving some questions unanswered about the kind of policy that the government has now 
establ ished. I think he has certainly been in government long enough to recognize that a piece of 
legislation is not necessari ly a policy. There are many pieces of legislation which either are only 
partially implemented , sometimes not implemented at al l  and certain ly conditions change; new 
conditions arise requ i ring different kinds of responses from government in relation to the kind of 
programs that they are prepared to provide and I th ink that that is certainly true in this day and age. 
Some members have spoken that there is now a g rowing recogn ition or acknowledgement that the 
wider extension of French language train ing in the schools is a desirable objective in terms of 
securing national un ity. I agree with that objective. I think that some members have forgotten a little 
bit of their  own recent h istory though, and that is that the bi l ingual program was in itially set up to 
respond to a crisis situation where there was some serious strains in the l ines of national un ity and 
that one of the first requirements of that was to provide for basis rights of people. And it was not 
possible, Mr. Chairman, for seven-year-old ch ildren, who had immersion courses, to become civi l 
servants to enable French-speaking Canad ians to get the proper access to their own federal 
government which they had been denied in many respects. 

So while the use of education and expansion of that is a necessary and important component of a 
bi l ingual policy, it is not the sole component. I think we would be making as m uch a mistaketo al l of a  
sudden hang onto that fash ionable trend as it is now appearing and forget that there i s  sti l l  a 
requ i rement to provide basic language rights in this country. That is what the point of the in itial 
b i l ingual program was and that's why it had to be a crash program. 

But in saying that, M r. Chairman, I wou ld l ike to sti l l  say that the issue of how we intend to provide 
for the training of French language as a second language in the province, is sti l l  very unclear in this 
province. The legislation is on the books, there is now an apparent wi l l ingness by the federal 
government to supply more funds - they have certainly made more money avai lable to the province 
of Ontario, they don't seem to have made more avai lable here, perhaps because they haven't been 
requested to make more, I don't know. But what we want to find out first is does th is particular 
government have some objectives and program in  mind as to what they would l ike to see happen 
throughout the provir.ce in the next three or four or five years as th is issue becomes a more pertinent 
one and one of g reater relevancy? 

And secondly, I know it's easier to duck the issue, and I'm sure that the Min ister of Education and 
the government would prefer to duck it, but there were some reports issued this year that were 
commissioned by this department suggesting certain pedagogical approaches as to the training of 
the French language, reports that were endorsed by the Director of the Bureau Francaise, and we 
would l ike to know, is that really the kind of advice and direction that the government now intends to 
take? We're simply wanting to know at this case because in a situation when there is a lot of emotion 
and a lot of, sometimes some conflict involved - there are many examples, as the Member for Aiel 
points out, where things have been worked out i n  a reasonable way, but there has also been, as the 
Member from Crescentwood probably knows and the Member from St. Boniface would also know 
areas of conflict. 

And we would simply l ike to say that if there is to be an extension of the French language train ing 
program in the schools in this province, to what degree is the provincial government going to provide 
the guidelines that are necessary to ease that transition and ease that extension and try to avoid those 
conflicts? What advice can they g ive us? Is the report that they provided do their own research, are 
they prepared to stand behind them and say, "That's the way it should happen ." Or are they simply 
going to let the fight be fought out in the local school d ivisions? 

I think if that is the kind of question that we have surely we shou ld have some pol icy avai lable to us 

492 



Tuesday, March 8, 1 977 

so that we know what we are talking about. And I don't think it's sufficient to say that the legislation 
passed in 1 970, which this party certainly agreed with and had been promoted many years 
beforehand by a member that had previously been in our ranks and now is a member of the opposite 
side, had supported . So we're simply saying that 1 970 is not 1 977, we would l ike to know where we 
stand now. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Speaker, the pol icy that the Member for Fort Rouge seeks is one that the 
department is developing and I wi l l  announce it when it is drafted in a form that I think is appropriate. l 
hope that that policy wi l l  be drafted in a form appropriate very soon .  

T o  deal with the Estimates before us, though,  I think i s  what w e  should b e  doing. W e  have an 
increase in the amount of money paid out for instruction in French. The program is working, it has all 
party support and I th ink that, you know, as the Member for Riel,  I bel ieve, did, we shou ld recogn ize 
that. it's working . What the Member for Fort Rouge seems to want is for me to, from the top of my 
head, enunciate a policy about French education and how it shou ld be administered in the schools 
and, M r. Chairman , I just wi l l  not be bul ldozed into doing that. That pol icy wi l l  be developed and it wi l l  
be put forth by me at the time that it's ready. The Member for Fort Rouge wi l l  just have to wait unti l  
then . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Crescentwood. 
MR. STEEN: I wou Id l ike to get some further clarification from the M in ister on the financing and I ' l l  

mention an example. In  the Wi nnipeg school division they operate a school in the centre core area of 
the city called Sacre-Coeur which is an excellent school and, I 'm very proud to say that 1 have a 
daughter that attends it so I have a very biased interest. But there are a number of persons in the 
Crescentwood and R iver Heights area that do have chi ldren that attend th is school ,  and last year the 
Winnipeg School D ivision No. 1 had attempted to expand this program and move it into the Brock
Corydon School where I understand there were some classroom vacancies, but a number of the 
parents in the Brock-Corydon School area opposed it. They d idn't l ike having the local school 
d ivision ramming down their throats a m ixture of some classes under the immersion program and 
some under the straight English prog ram, so the Brock-Corydon program did not go ahead. 

Did I understand the Min ister to say earlier when I asked h im about the financing that it is a 50-50 
split between the provincial government and the federal government, and if that is so, then the 
Winnipeg School Division saves money actually by having students attending an immersion 
program. Can he clarify that for me, please? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I did not read the section that the Member for Crescentwood was 
referring to in the Annual Report, but once again let me try to make clear what the position is. The 
money that is received from the federal government that is shared 50-50 is for special projects. lt is for 
special projects. The money that the department pays over to the divisions, whether it's for Sacre
Coeur or some other school ,  is based on the ful l-time equivalency which I defined for h im earlier in 
the dabate. That money is avai lable and if the School Division of Winnipeg No. 1 wanted to set up an 
immersion course or indeed any kind of course where there was instruction in  French, they would get 
grants in proportion to the number of students and the amount of time that the students are being 
instructed in French. That is the position. Does that make it clear for the member? 

MR. STEEN: Mr. Chairman, therefore the Winnipeg School Division or any other school d ivision 
must have an X dol lar figure for educating each child with in that d ivision and that m ust vary from 
division to d ivision . What I'm trying to drive at, does the Winnipeg School Division save money by 
having students, on a per student basis, save money by running the immersion program because 
there is some federal input as wel l as additional provincial input and therefore the cost of educating 
that chi ld at Sacre-Coeur, for example, as opposed to Rockwood School or G rosvenor School, is less 
for the Winnipeg School Division? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, I suppose I shouldn't answer that question because it's real ly 
outside of the jurisdiction of the department, but if the member wi l l  think about it for a moment, the 
movement of students from Crescentwood to Sacre-Coeu r  l ikely costs more money than moving the 
students from Crescentwood to Brock-Corydon. So that I would th ink, I would guess that the reverse 
of what he said would be true. 

MR. STEEN: All right, then, we are onto the transportation aspect of it. Who pays the 
transportation for such students going to these special programs, the Winnipeg Division, in the 
example I am using, or the Department of Education? The Min ister mentioned the transportation of 
students and it was carrying on in my example which is the one in the Winnipeg School Division, of 
Sacre-Coeur. And he goes on to say, yes, it does cost more money to move students from south 
Winnipeg downtown than it would moving them to another school in a nearby neighbourhood in 
south Winn ipeg . Who pays the transportation charges, the department or the particu lar d iv is ion? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Speaker, the g rants that are paid out to the school divisions is really under 
another appropriation. Now, I 'm trying to accommodate members of the committee and answer their  
questions and I have answered the member's question. But if they want to get into a protracted 
debate on th is, I suggest that the place for it is under vote 53( a) , rather than under the appropriation 
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we are under now which is merely the appropriation for the BEF. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (n) (1 )-pass? The Honourable Member for B randon West. 
MR. McGILL: I would l ike to ask the M i nister about new courses or programs of i nstruction that 

have been written by the Bureau Francaise since April 1 st, '74. The q uestion would be, how many 
courses or how many new courses or programs of instruction have been written since it became a 
separate bureau and not just an arm of the Curriculum Branch? That was April 1 ,  '74 to the present. 
Could he just g ive me the names of those new courses that have been written and the dates thatthey 
were implemented. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Speaker, the exact names of the courses, the staff apparently don't have 
with them, but I can get that information for the member if he wishes it. I would l ike to pass the 
appropriation. I mean, we can sti l l  provide that information; it's a routine kind of thing, it's a l isting of 
items. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (n) ( 1 ) .  The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, the question was, the new courses or programs of instruction that 

have been written and he is going to get that information for me and also the dates on which these 
new courses were implemented in the program. 

My next question , Mr. Chairman, would be why was French as a second language, FSL, placed 
under BEF? How many staff members of BEF spend their ful l  t ime on French as a second language? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, it was thought appropriate to consol idate the admin istrative 
functions of the department with regard to the French language with in one section, it's just 
administratively logical. In addition, as the member knows, Mr. Corriveau did retire and we have a 
person doing the equ ivalent of his work, one person, so that, from my understanding there is sti l l  the 
same number of persons doing the work that was required for what we referred to as the French 
Conversation Course. But the transfer, in my recollection, as I say, was just one of admin istrative 
logic. 

There is, you know, another section, I th ink it's under Consu ltant Services, where other languages 
are, how shall I say, domici led. There is an adviser there, a consu ltant there, who does work on the 
other languages as wel l, German, Ukrainian, Portugese, Spanish, etc. 

MR. McGILL: I don't qu ite follow the logic. There may wel l be some in the Min ister's explanation, 
Mr. Chairman, but French as a second language it seems to me is a curriculum subject the way 
mathematics and other subjects are. lt would seem to me that it would be logical to have it in the 
Curriculum Branch as another of the subjects that would be offered. I can see a certain problem 
arising if the present arrangement is continued if, for instance, at some date in the future French 
should become a core subject in the elementary schools and would be part of the core requirement in  
those stages. Then wou Id  i t  not be an awkward situation to  have one core subject and not other core 
subjects transferred to a separate bureau. lt seems to me there is a different function here between 
Francaise programs, French as a language of instruction, and French as a second language. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, my logic, I suppose stems from the British North America Act, 
1 867, wh ich sets out that there are two official languages in this country. If  the Member for B randon 
West will look at the Public Schools Act, Section 258, he will see there that reference is made to the 
legal ity of teach ing in French or Engl ish as these are the official languages spelled out in the British 
North America Act. So because we are deal ing with the second official language in the country, in my 
mind, it was logical to have it located in the Bureau instead of in  some other place in  the department. 
But I agree with the member that I suppose it doesn't make al l that much difference, but this is the 
second official language of the country that we are talking about so it is in with the Bureau which is 
the section that deals with instruction and al l the pedagogical work that is done with regard to 
instruction in French or instruction of French as a subject. To me it is not only logical but simple 
logic. 

MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, this change took place with in the last recent time, two orthree years I 
presume, between the removal of French as a second language from the Curriculum Branch to the 
Bureau Francaise. If the BNA Act had something to say about that debate now, or has now, it m ust 
have said it two or three years ago when the arrangement was in the other sense, that is, it was under 
the curricu lum branch so I don't see why suddenly it should become so i l logical to have had French 
as a second language considered as one more subject in the curricu lum branch as the Min ister now 
says it's completely i l logical to have it in the new arrangement. However, Mr. Chai rman, we wi l l  not 
deal with that at any great length because I think the Min ister has said all that he's going to say in that 
connection. 

1 would l ike to ask him another question related to this general subject. What happened to the 
English language advisory committee that was set up to assist in  the encouragement of French as a 
second language? I bel ieve there was such a committee that was active and it's purpose was to assist 
in the encouragement of French as a second language. This was an Eng l ish advisory committee. Can 
the Min ister tel l  me what happened to that committee? 

MR. TURNBULl: Mr. Chairman, I do recommend that members read Section 258 of the Public 
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Schools Act. That Act does set out in different sections that there shall be two language advisory 
committees, one for Engl ish and one for French. The Engl ish language advisory committee is to g ive 
advice on Engl ish as a second language, that is my understanding of its function and it is requ i red by 
statute to meet before the end of the last calendar year. lt met in December and there wi l l  be re
appointments made to it before the end of this month as is requ i red. 

MR. McGILL: So to the knowledge of the M inister there is now and there has not been any input by 
an English language advisory committee into the encouragement of French as a second language, is 
that the M in ister's understanding? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, this comm ittee - I should perhaps ask for the statute and we 
could read it - is an advisory committee to me, and it's just that, an advisory committee, and that's 
really all there is to say about it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister for Corrective and Rehabi l itative Services. 
HONOURABLE J. R. {BUD) BOYCE {Winnipeg Centre) : The Member for Crescentwood 

mentioned a school and I thought I wou ld j ust take th is opportunity - I'm sure the M in ister won't 
mind my intrusion into h is Estimates - but I wou ld l ike to commend the staff that is working hard to 
solve some of these problems because I too have a youngster who went through the Sacre-Coeur 
system and in Grade 10 she's completely bi l ingual and I was appreciating the thrust of the Member 
for Brandon West's question because I, for one, think that if we are going to deal with th is difficult 
problem, as many Ang lophones are committed to bi l ingual ism, we have to, as best we can, 
encourage our young people to take a second language. I was at a school last week where they had 
three languages, many students speak German, French and Engl ish. I th ink the staff is to be 
commended on what they have accomplished since Bi l l 1 1 3 and to move this into place. 

lt's going to be interesting to see, you know now that Mr. Spicer has resigned his position to l isten 
to some of h is comments. I am very much impressed with h is understanding of the complexities of 
the problem but nevertheless I really appreciated the remarks of the Member for Aiel also because it 
reflects my particular view on this, that we have to work on long range terms and we of the 
Anglophone community have to encourage our ch i ldren to become part of the system rather than 
saying somebody's trying to shove it down our throats. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (n} { 1 )  - pass. The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. Speaker, I have a question here relating to the staff members of the bureau . How 

many staff members now work for the bureau either in the central departmental office or in other 
locations, for example, how many are engaged in research in St. Bon iface College? 

MR. TURNBULL: I assume the Member for Brand on West knows the difference between contract 
and SMY. There are no SMY's employed in research at St. Bon iface Col lege. That's the advice I have. 

MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  can you tel l  me how many in total work for the Bureau in any of the locations, 
both contract and SMY's? 

MR. TURNBULL: There are 14 SMY's, 1 0  contracts, for a total of 24. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 51 (n) ( 1 ) .  The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGill: That's 24 in total and are there any contract, of these there any of those at St. Bon iface 

College doing research? 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, I 've answered that question; there are no contract people 

employed by the Bureau that are doing research work at St. Bon iface Col lege. 
MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, I want to enquire then about the general activities of the branch. The 

Minister on many occasions has professed his great enthusiasm for decentral ization of the 
departmental authority and activity and I wonder if he could assure th is committee that the activities 
of this branch, this Bureau Francaise, are in keeping with h is professed position on decentral ization? 
Is it a matter that the Min ister is able to say with some satisfaction that they are a bureau that is not 
relating itself to decisions with in divisions? I would imagine that he would consider that as the very 
antithesis of decentralization if there was any suggestion that the bureau wou ld take a side in a matter 
of some decision made by the residents in a particular school d ivision. Is there any indication that the 
bureau is keeping itself aloof from those local divisional decisions or are they in any way becoming 
involved in the decision-making process at the division level? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, you know I think there is a general pol icy here that one should 
recogn ize, that when my staff are working as civil servants, I expect them to carry out departmental 
policy. I do not know, I have not enquired , what they do outside of their regu lar hours and outside of 
the time during which they would be representing the Department of Education and the M inister of 
Education but it is my expectation that they are not involved in the decision making of d ivisions. That 
is my expectation . Now that does not mean, of course, that they are not involved in provid ing 
consultative services to divisions, as are other staff in the department. I ndeed, decentralization of our 
education system which has been going on for decades, .has led now to a situation where the 
department in th is branch and in others does send out into the field departmental people to g ive 
support to teachers in the job that the teachers are doing in the classroom and that's going on here as 
it is in other places in the department. 
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MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, the Min ister has assurances then from h is Bureau Francaise that 
there is not any attempt to influence the decision making process in the d ivision when votes or 
matters are taken respecting the introduction of Francaise programs in the school? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I have just asked for that assurance and I have got it from two 
gentlemen in front of me. 

MR. McGILL: Then, Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the Min ister can assure the House that the activities 
that the consu ltative help that he mentioned that would be available from the Bureau Francaise to 
divisions, is that being provided in the teaching of French as a second language? I wonder if he could 
be specific in this area? In the matter of consu ltative help, the teach ing of French as a second 
language, is this help being provided to divisions? 

MR. TURNBULL: I am advised, Mr. Chairman, that there are two consultants in  the bureau 
working as cu rricu lum consultants and they go into divisions to develop curricu la with regard to 
French as a second language. 

MR. McGILL: I understand then that there are two members of the Bureau Francaise who have th is 
as a full time occupation, that is assistance in  the teaching of French as a second language and that 
assistance being provided to the divisions in Manitoba? 

MR. TURNBULL: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, the Member for Brandon West asked a specific question 
and I attempted to g ive him a specific answer. That consu ltation is provided from this branch as it is 
from other branches of the department depending on the particu lar subject area involved, but if he 
wishes to lead me with questions, that is his prerogative. If he's got a particular point of v!ew or  
question that he's got to put, I wish he would do that, but  I have g iven h im the answers to  the best of 
my knowledge with two staff people in front of me advising me. 

MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the M in ister cou ld tell us what branch of the Department 
of Education determines the d istribution of the money received under the Federal Minority and 
Second Language program? On what basis is the distribution made? I could repeat that or has the 
Min ister got the question? 

MR. TURNBULL: I am not overly clear, Mr. Chai rman, what money the member is speaking about; 
it certainly isn't in this appropriation,  I can tell h im that. 

MR. McGILL: Well ,  there is a Federal M inority and Second Language program for which money is 
avai lable from the federal government. That m ust come into the educational branch and it must be 
allocated to various departments. Is there a formula or basis upon which this d istribution is made? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I thought the member was referring to money for languages 
other than French but he's sti l l  referring to the French language. I've answered that question I th ink 
four times now. The money that he is referring to is money that goes into the annexes and I have read 
the annexes. 

MR. McGILL: May I put the question in this manner, M r. Chairman . What was the total amount of 
money received from Ottawa, or receivable for the fiscal year 1 976-77 under the Federal M inority and 
Second Language program? 

MR. TURNBULL: Under annexes it was $307,000, but I th ink the member wants the total amount 
of money received from Ottawa for a particular period. 

A MEMBER: The question couldn't be g iven to the honourable member some time in the future, if 
it requi res any compilation the honourable member wi l l  get it, or does he need it for his follow-up? 

MR. McGILL: M r. Chai rman, in response to the House Leader's question, I did have a fol low up 
question to that amount. 

A MEMBER: This would be a good time to qu it then. 
MR. TURN BULL: Mr. Chairman, if I may, if the member for Brandon West has this question and 

one other, I wou ld l ike to get the appropriation passed. I 'd be qu ite happy to stay here unti l  twelve or 
someth ing . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable House Leader. 
MR. GREEN: I didn't understand the honourable member to be saying that; what I understood him 

to be saying is that he has a follow-up question depending upon the answer to the one that he has just 
put and that he has other questions on the department, that it wasn't that question and another. And 
that being the case, there was no suggestion that we were going to be able to finish that item ton ight 
and therefore I would suggest that it's a good time to adjourn. I wou ld move the comm ittee rise. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Committee rise. Call in the Speaker. 
M r. Speaker, the Committee of Supply has considered certain resolutions, d irected me to report 

progress and asks leave to sit again .  

IN SESSION 
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Matthews. 
MR. WALLY JOHANNSON: M r. Speaker, I move that the report of the committee be received. 
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Member have a seconder? 
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MR. JOHANNSON: Seconded by the Honourable Minister of M ines that the report of the 
committee be received . 

M OTION presented and carried. 
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hour of adjournment having arrived, the House is adjourned and 

wi l l  stand adjourned unti l  2:30 tomorrow afternoon. 

ESTIMATES - AGRICULTURE 
MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. D. James Walding {St. Vital): We have a quorum, gentlemen. The committee 

wi l l  come to order. I d i rect the attention of honourable members to page 7 in their Estimates books. 
Department of Agricu lture Resolution 1 3 - Crop Production a Reg ional Division. ( 1 )  Salaries. The 
Honourable Min ister of Agricu lture. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I'm wondering if it would be conven ient for the members to receive 
copies of our summary and evaluation paper of the Farm Diversification program which we had 
promised to bring in earl ier this afternoon.  Perhaps it m ight be appropriate to go over the one page 
summary. This is not an up-to-date report; it doesn't include the total numbers but as of the date that 
this report was developed, presented, we had a total of 2,295 farm d iversification cl ients out of which 
366 graduated. That means at the end of the second year. Farmers stayed the program for an average 
of 32 months; range 1 7  to 48 months. A sample consists of 1 08 farmers or 29.5 percent of the 
graduates. The major enterprise was 67 in beef production; 25 dai ry producers and 1 6  hog 
producers. The g ross sales represented a 1 00.7 percent increase. By enterprise, in beef the gross 
sales moved from $10,483 to $1 5,014. In dairy, from $10,938 to $31 ,905. In hogs, from $8,81 8 to 
$27,368. In terms of land base improvement, the acres improved were 278 to 329. Land base with total 
acres owned and rented - 531 

to 606. Beef producers: the average number of cows increased from 
22 to 38; average herd size increased from 45 to 86; more producers 
were f inish ing cattle from 28 to 46; calving percentages were 
improved from 83.8 to 85 percent; weaning weight 382 pounds to 
423 pounds per calf; 73 percent installed or improved handl ing 
facilities; 21 percent improved 
feed hand l ing faci l ities. 
In  dairy production , average 
number of cows increased from 1 8  to 25; add itional 1 6  or 
64 percent of dairy producers reached qual ity "A" standard; 84 
percent made major renovations or constructed new barns and/or 
mi lksheds; 32 percent started sh ipping m i lk. 
In hog production , 
the size of herd increased; sow weanl ing 22 to 47 sows; farrow 
to fin ish 24 to 32 sows; finishing 1 21 to 222 market hogs. Pigs 
per l itter increased from 8.6 to 10.5; 87.5 percent 
made major renovations or constructed a barn. Major improvements 
were reported in most farms in four areas: land, water, hand l ing 
faci l ities and barns. The majority of cl ients were not previously 
using the department services. Farm advisors made an average of 
36 contacts by phone, in office or on farm . Special ists were called 
upon to assist farm advisors. Farmers were introduced to new 
farm practices, i .e. farm plan, records, A. l ,  
feed testing, soi l  testing, use of supplements, ferti l izer and 
herbicides. And then the rest, Mr. Chairman, I would leave to 
the members to peruse if they wish. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Bi rtle-Russel l .  
MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman, when you state that you gave advice and assistance in respect to 

land, water, hand ling faci l ities and barns, can the Minister ind icate what the q ual ifications were for a 
good water supply, say for instance, in a hog-marketing operation, were there any qual ifications that 
were set down for the qual ity of the water and if so what are the qual ifications? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I 'm not sure that I have that kind of information here. Perhaps Mr. H udek can 
g ive us some advice in that connection. I am advised that there is a water q ual ity standard that is set 
for l ivestock. 

MR. GRAHAM: Does that water quality standard differ as between beef and pigs? 
MR. USKIW: Apparently it does, yes. 
MR. GRAHAM: The reason I ask the question, Mr. Chairman, is that it has only been in the last six 

or ten years that farmers have come to real ize that the nitrate content in water is a very critical 
element, espec ially in the raising of hogs. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 3(a) ( 1 )  - Pass. (a) (2) Other expenditures. The Honourable 
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Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: Mr. Chairman, I would probably l ike to ask the Min ister first what these Other 

Expenditures entai l ; there is a slight decrease but . . .  
MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I think you can go by the job description. Special ists and ag reps . 

within the reg ions. You have their salaries and then you have the other expenses related to their 
activities so that you have your automobile, office and so on expenses that attach. We have the 
programs total led up in larger packages on the description side but noth ing particular relating to this 
item. 

MR. EINARSON: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, maybe I 'm too late now but I was going to ask another 
question in regards to the Crop Insurance Program, and ask the Min ister if the Federal Stabil ization 
Program has had any effect on the membership of the crop insurance in the Province of Manitoba in 
this past year. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l, Mr.  Chai rman, I believe we are passed the Crop I nsurance item but to date we 
have had a fairly high participation rate. Our experience last year was, I believe I am right to say, the 
highest participation rate that we ever had. That's correct isn't it? Yes. 

M R. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 3 (a) (2) - Pass. (a) - Pass. Resolution 13 (b) Soils and Crops 
Branch: ( 1 )  Salaries. The Honourable Member for Birtle-Russel l .  

MR. GRAHAM: M r. Chairman, I wou ld l ike to ask the Minister o f  Agriculture , i n  this particular 
appropriation does th is incl ude all of the staff at the Un iversity of Manitoba or is part of that covered 
through the Un iversities appropriation? 

MR. USKIW: No, we have no staff at the Un iversity whatever. 
I am wondering whether the member is asking the q uestion as to the location of staff because 

while we have staff there, they are not part of the Un iversity budget; they are part of our budget, the 
Soi l  Analysis Lab and the Agricultural Services complex and so on. 

MR. GRAHAM: I was just wondering what portion of the University complex is covered by the 
Department of Agriculture and what portion of the agricultural faculty at the U niversity is covered by 
the Un iversity G rants Commission? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister. 
MR. USKIW: As I understand it, Mr. Chairman, all of the Un iversity is covered by the Un iversity 

Grants Commission, although the Department does provide additional g rants to the Faculty of 
Agriculture - $700,000.00. That is research g rants. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Birtle-Russel l .  
MR. GRAHAM: That $700,000 then i s  not included in this appropriation whatsoever. 
MR. USKIW: No, we have al ready passed that item. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 3(b) ( 1 )-pass; (b) (2) Other Expenditures. The Honourable 

Member for Birtle-Russel l .  
MR. GRAHAM: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, I notice that there is a decrease here of approximately 

$1 50,000.00. Does this mean that the - oh pardon me, I 'm looking at the wrong column. 
In the Crops Branch of the Department of Agriculture, is there any increased activity in the field of 

the production of drought resistant varieties of cereal g rains for Manitoba farmers? 
MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, I don't know that we have the answer to that question.  That is a 

Un iversity function, Mr. Chairman, we are not involved in that kind of research within the 
Department. 

MR. GRAHAM: Wel l, M r. Chai rman, if we are not i nvolved in it I think that perhaps it is time we 
were involved in it, because Manitoba in all l ikel ihood, with all the prospects that are being forecast, 
we may very wel l  be into a severe, fairly long-term drought cycle. I think that it is incumbent on the 
Department to recognize that and to put some money i nto the research and the production of 
drought resistant crop varieties. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, I presume the Member for Birtle-Russel l  is suggesting that the 
Department launch into a brand new area, however, we have to recognize that we do have research 
establ ishments across the country that play a major role in this field , and in particular, the federal 
government has a research centre in Swift Current, Saskatchewan, specifical ly related to questions 
of that kind, which they support very very substantially. So we do have to , in  my opinion, rely upon 
those institutions to carry out these kinds of studies and experimentation. lt would be a dupl ication 
on our part to set up institutions. simi lar 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Birtle-Russel l .  
MR. GRAHAM: Well ,  M r. Chairman, I would th ink that if the Province of Manitoba, and particularly 

this government, is wil l ing to wait on the federal government to provide the leadersh ip that is so 
essential at th is particu lar point in our h istory, then I think we have missed the boat. In my own 
personal experience I 've found that the federal department usual ly is two or three years behind the 
provincial government in reacting to the problems that exist in the current year's operation. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 3. The Honourable Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: M r. Chairman, just to pursue this a little further because I think my colleague 

498 



Tuesday, March 8, 1 977 

from Birtle-Russell raises a very valid and important point insofar as our crops are concerned in the 
Province of Man itoba. I heard the M in ister say that there is, in  Swift Current, research work going on,  
but I also understand that the Department of  Agricu lture, that is the University of  Manitoba, have also 
been working in conjunction. One would have thought that maybe the Min ister wou ld have 
something to report from the joint efforts, as I understand it, from both Manitoba and Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan , and on that basis I wou ld th ink that we shou ld have some information com ing out of 
this Department. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, that is someth ing that has been ongoing for decades, it is not 
something that has been just thought of today. The Swift Current operation has been there for many 
many years and that is one of its main functions. We do receive reports from al l  of the research that is 
carried out by al l  institutions, federal and provincial ,  so that if the Opposition Members wish that I d ig 
up the research material on these things, we can do that. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, I appreciate those comments from the Min ister but I think  

that, as  my colleague from Birtle-Russell said, you know, we could be in  a drought cycle for a number 
of years to come, although we hope it doesn't happen. But nevertheless we have to be concerned 
about producing the k inds of varieties of g rains that are going to withstand such things as may be 
hazardous from drought and rust and so on. For instance, in our wheat varieties we are concerned, 
and this is someth ing that I would hope that we would have to keep abreast of, and if we don't we are 
going to be in serious trouble. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister. 
MR. USKIW: The Committee representative of the three departments that I had mentioned earlier 

that are looking at the possibi l ity of drought problems continu ing into the summer, are involved with 
the various research people, in  particular the government station at Brandon and the University in 
Manitoba here. So they are very much involved with that question at the present time. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 3(b) (2)-pass; (b)-pass. Resolution 1 3(c) Canada - Manitoba 
North lands Agreement, (1 ) Salaries. The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 

MR. ENNS: J ust by way of explanation, what is this all about? 
MR. USKIW: This has to do with a thrust in Northern Man itoba with respect to northern 

horticulture. lt is part of the Northlands Agreement, I don't know what the sharing of it is. 
This is a provision, I am advised that we are not yet in a position to know the ful l  parameters of it. lt 

is something that is under negotiation and it is going to be cost-shared on a 60-40 basis but we are 
making provisions for it pending the final ization of our d iscussions. 

MR. ENNS: M r. Chairman, having some understanding and knowledge of how alluring federal 
dollars always are to any provincial department, I would ask the Min ister again what is it all about? Is 
our goal to g row African violets at Thompson or Churchi l l  or black I am just asking what we i ntend to 
do within  the field of horticulture or otherwise with these proposed moneys? 

MR. USKIW: The proposal here, Mr. Chairman, is to help the local communities develop local 
community gardens in order that they might produce some of their own fresh vegetables and things 
of that nature. 

MR. ENNS: Thank you .  
MR.  CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 3(c) ( 1 )-pass; (c) (2) Other Expenditures-pass; (c)-pass. 

Resolution 1 3. Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceedi ng $4,229,1 00 for 
Agriculture-pass. 

Resolution 1 4  Marketing. (a) Market ing Branch (1 ) Salaries. The Honourable Member for Rock 
Lake. 

MR. EINARSON: Mr. Chairman, on Marketing it ind icates providing market analysis, develop
ment and promotion of agricultural products produced in Manitoba. I wonder if the Min ister could tel l  
us  the story on the pork situation in the Province of  Man itoba. I th ink I understand another contract 
with Japan has either been negotiated or is in the process, I wonder if the Min ister could enl ighten us 
on this particu lar product. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I am aware that the current contract is about to end or terminate and 
that there have been d iscussions between the Hog Marketing Board and the Japanese buyers, and 
that our Department has been involved in some capacity in trying to develop those d iscussions, but I 
am not in a position to ind icate just what is the result to date, that has to come via the Marketing Board 
itself before I can g ive a ful l  answer. 

MR. EINARSON: Then I would l ike to ask the Min ister, since he wasn't able to g ive us the price on 
the previous contract, now that having been completed, can the Min ister ind icate what that price was 
in regards to the negotiated sale with . . . in the past three years. 

MR. USKIW: Well again the Member for Rock Lake wants to continue to confuse the issue. The 
Min ister was never in a position to reveal somebody else's business which they don't wish to be 
revealed and I am talking about the hog board and the company with whom they are in  contract. That 
question can be put to the Hog Marketing Board. lt  is not a question that I am in a position to answer 
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because it is none of my business quite frankly. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman , it seems rather strange that the Minister should make these 

comments because I th ink if my memory serves me correctly, I can go back to about 1 973 when a 
member of the Hog Marketing Board was elected by a g roup of hog producers and the M i nister 
indicated that if th is person didn't desist from making the kind of comments he didn't l ike to hear, he 
was prepared to ask for this person's resignation. I rather find it strange that the Minister feels now 
that he is not able to g ive us this information; he has to get permission from the Board whi le, at the 
same time, he threatens a member who was elected by hog producers that if he doesn't follow and do 
the things and say the things that he would l ike him to say, that he would ask for his resignation and I 
wou ld l ike the Min ister probably to explain his position in that regard. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, what the Member for Rock Lake is suggesting is completely untrue so, 
therefore, there is no point in responding to it. 

MR. EINARSON: Is the Min ister ind icating that when he asked for a certain M r. Cameron's 
resignation that it is not true? 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, that's qu ite a difference from tel l ing the Board how they should run 
their business. The member in question ran on a ticket of destroying the Board . 

A MEMBER: The unfortunate thing is he got elected . 
Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I th ink this 
MR. EINARSON: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I th ink this gentleman was elected by a g roup of hog 

producers and you know, I 'm finding it hard to understand and the Min ister always g ives us th is kind 
of answer when we want to seek i nformation which is I think the responsibil ity of the Min ister to g ive 
information to members of the opposition when we are wanting to find out what the price of a 
contracted product has been for the past three years. Now, wherein does it say that the Min ister 
doesn't have that prerogative or has the agreement with the Hog Marketing Board that he's not able to 
give this information which we are now seeking? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, the Member for Rock Lake knows fu l l  wel l  that the Min ister of 
Agriculture knows not of the details of any contracts between boards and their buyers of thei r 
products, whether it's the hog board or the turkey board or the egg board. A copy of those contracts 
do not enter upon the M in ister's desk and I suppose if the Minister, whoever he may be, from time to 
time requested same, it's possible that a board may furnish him or her with that information but t hat is 
not common practice. Governments do not play a role in the day to day operations of marketing 
boards, not especially if they are producer elected. lt's quite different if they are marketing 
commissions appointed by the Min ister and who must answer to the M inister. 

MR. EINARSON: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I agree wholehearted ly with the comments the Min ister just 
made. My point, as I ind icated , is that when the Min ister asks for a resignation of one person who has 
been elected to a Board by the producers, I f ind it hard to understand how he can put h imself in that 
position. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l  it's very simple, M r. Chairman. The Min ister of Agriculture can make very good 
suggestions for the good of agriculture at any time. 

A MEMBER: A l ittle sl ippery though sitting on both sides of the fence. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. Resolution 1 4(a) (1 ) .  The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 
MR. ENNS: I pass. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: I would just l ike to ask in 1 4(a) ,  M r. Chairman, for what reason is the budget in 

this particular section being reduced as - yes , there is a reduction there. Could the Min ister ind icate 
to us, have some services been reduced or what is the reason for the reduction in this figure? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, M r. Chairman. Th is has been a program that has been developed over the last 
four or five years with a great deal of aggressiveness on the part of the department. We are now in a 
position where we have at least I believe alerted the various commodity g roups in Man itoba as to the 
value of market development and research programming, especial ly the marketing boards that exist 
in the province and we feel that our role should not continue to be as aggressive in terms of doing all 
of the things that we were doing on a continuing basis into the future now that we have open doors 
and avenues for the various producer g roups, especially those that have marketing boards, thatthey 
should assume part of that responsibi l ity with the assistance of the marketing branch so that whi le we 
are conspoken out against the establ ishment of a beef marketing board . . .  " and etc. etc. M r. 
Chairman, I would l ike to take some minutes of the committee's time to accept that challenge that the 
Minister has put forward . 

Mr. Chairman , one of the reasons why we from time to time are in fact and appear to be as hard 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of order. I think we should wait until we get to 7(b) 
before the Member for Lakeside wants to discuss that question because the Marketing Branch has 
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noth ing to do with the Marketing Board per se and the Member wants to discuss the present 
referendum and marketing boards in general. 

MR. ENNS: That's fair game, yes. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 4(a) ( 1 ) - Pass. (a) (2) Other Expend itures - pass. (a) ....:.. Pass. 
Resolution 1 4(b)Man itoba Marketing Board. ( 1 )  Salaries. The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 
MR. ENNS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Wel l ,  as I was saying, one of the reasons why we in the 

opposition get as exercised as we do with respect to the behaviour of th is M in ister from time to time is 
because of h is wi l lful d istortion of h istorical fact with respect to the development of marketing 
boards. Mr. Chairman, I intend to go into some history with this respect. There has been a repeated 
attempt made by the Honourable Min ister and this government to equate government appointed 
commissions, commod ity commisions, and confusing them with producer controlled marketing 
boards. I refer to the specific commission that he l ike to refer to most often, namely the Hog 
Marketing Commission that was estab l ished by a Conservative administration back in the years of 
1 963 or 1 964 or in that time period. That comm ission, Mr. Chairman, came about as a result of a study 
that the Min ister is well fami l iar with, the Shewman Livestock Commission Report. lt  happened to be 
a commission that his Fi rst Minister served on and, in fact, led everyone to bel ieve that he concurred 
with its majority report although in the final stages in the House, d id in fact differ with it. But let me 
remind the members of the committee that at that particu lar time, it was deemed that a voluntary 
marketing agency, voluntary in every sense of the word and no hog producer was under any 
compulsion to ship his product, to market h is product through that Board. Indeed, M r. Chairman, 
even the supposed ly compulsory check-offwas voluntary in the sense that any producer cou ld sign a 
card demanding fu l l  return of the check-off that was made for admin istrative purposes. Now the 
Honourable Member for St. George shakes his head but this happens to be historical fact - this 
happens to be historical fact. 

Another situation that happens to be historical fact is that the NDP party at that time agreed to that 
only on the basis that there should be a vote two years hence, it was a resolution of the House, on the 
question of the future of marketing of hogs in this province and that if any change were to be 
contemplated, it would only be brought about by a vote of the House. lt was my privilege to be a 
Min ister at that time when that two year period came up; the honourable present Minister was in the 
House at that time when I canvassed him as well as the hog organization, the Pork Producers' 
Association of the province, the Manitoba Farm Bureau as well as the National Farm Union at that 
time and asking them as to whether or not the industry would be well served to carry out the 
resolution of the House that called for a vote within that two year period. By common consent, M r. 
Chairman, and the records are on file, the letters are on file from these organizations and no 
objection was raised by the now Minister who sat in the House, who was not one to sit quietly in 
opposition, I might add, Mr. Chairman. He was known from t ime to time to at length lecture the then 
government and the then Min ister of Agriculture about how he was mismanaging the affairs of the 
province. No objection was raised , Mr. Chairman, at that time about the voluntary concurrence on 
behalf of all that a vote on the question of the future of the marketing of hogs was not in the interest of 
the industry at that time. The Minister then chose to wait out a period of two or three very d ifficult 
years with in the hog i ndustry when pork prices ran around 1 1 8-1 9-20 cents astutely waiting for that 
period that happens in the cycles of al l  commodity groups when he knew the price was rising to 
without a vote introduce a compu lsory hog marketing board. That's h istory, Mr. Chairman, history 
that the Min ister I know wil l  not refUte. I only repeat it simply because the Min ister l ikes to mix up 
apples and oranges when he talks about the creation of present marketing boards and the present 
capabil ity of the beef producers to have the free and democratic way of deciding how their product is 
to be marketed as compared to those dark med ieval days of former Conservation administration 
when we appointed boards. Mr. Chairman, it is apples and oranges. We're talking commissions and 
compulsory producer marketing control boards. 

Mr. Chairman, what is wrong with M inister's and this government's and this department's 
approach to the marketing issue is that they vaci l late from time to time on a decision that happens to 
be very important. The procedure that is set out by and large, I know it doesn't have to be fol lowed but 
certainly has been fol lowed - indeed, Mr. Chairman, if you point out to those successful boards that 
are operating in this province, boards that are working to some extent to the interests of the 
producers that they serve, it is wel l known to the Min ister application is made to the sen ior body of the 
Manitoba Marketing Board; a plan is drawn up which is g iven time, six months, a year, a year and a 
half, two years in the case of turkeys, to circulate among the producers to come to some agreement at 
the producer level, to come to some agreement among the producer level as to the acceptabi l ity of 
that plan. 

Mr. Chai rman, what were some of the mechanics in  drawing up these plans? For instance, it was 
agreed, in the case of chickens or broi lers that for those people that want to have a few hens around 
their yard or that raise a few chickens just for their own use, that they are not a significant factor in the 
overal l  production of this commodity and as such should not come under the jurisdiction of this 
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board and as such shou Id not have a vote on the board. That was very acceptable to the producers of 
that commodity group in the case I bel ieve, unless it's been changed , but certainly at the time of the 
establ ishment of the broi ler board, it was deemed that anybody that grew 300 chickens or less didn't 
really have a sign ificant impact in the marketing, you know, of that commodity and as such, were not 
going to be affected by the board and therefore should not in fact be in a decision making role either 
by vote or otherwise in the creation of that board. 

I needn't remind the Honourable Min ister, M r. Chairman , that in the case of potatoes, and let's talk 
about the Vegetable Marketing Board, one that I have a g reat deal of memory for. lt was my baptism 
on the fi re, you might say as a green M inister of Agricu lture, and the role is un iq uely reversed. You 
see, M r. Chai rman, on that particular occasion, it was this M in ister of Ag ricu I tu re that was defending 
the "fat-cats" the big boys, the Ed Connerys, the Waiter Kroekers, the ones that had $1 00,000 
incomes and over in the vegetable industry against the l ittle farmers, the l ittle vegetable producers 
along the Assiniboine, along the Red River, the l ittle one-acre, two-acre vegetable g rowers. That's 
how the l ine-up at that time stacked up and it's amazing, Mr. Chairman, how these roles reverse al l  of 
a sudden . Now, he was battl ing the feed lot owners, the fel lows that feed 500 or 600 or 1 ,000 head of 
cattle; they're the vi l l ians of the peace; they're the freedom fighters that he wants to plow into the 
g round . 

Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, coming back to my dissertation on marketing boards, again, the importance 
was - in tact I wi l l  be so bold as to say that one ofthe difficulties that my immed iate predecessor had 
in the Department of Agriculture in bringing about a vegetable marketing board in the Province of 
Man itoba was that there was a lack of unanim ity within  the vegetable industry and from Day Board 
faced extreme d ifficulties because there weren't sufficient safety valves in it, there weren't sufficient 
relief clauses in the Board. The Min ister - I bel ieve, he has not overturned that vote - when we had 
re-introduced some of the compulsory features in the vegetable industry, we made such provisions, 
for instance, that g rowers of potatoes of four acres or less, again, didn't have a serious econom ic 
impact in the terms of marketing of that product and as such shou ldn't come under the control of the 
board and as such shouldn't have a vote on the board. Because we were deal ing with a concern of the 
commodity and how it's being marketed, we weren't at that time concerned about one producer-one 
vote and the halo that we have now kind of put around, for very good reasons that I wi l l  come to, in the 
current beef vote. 

A MEMBER: Potatoes and meat are a different thing, Sir. 
MR. ENNS: M r. Chai rman, why is it important, Mr. Chairman for this kind of step-by-step 

procedure as we move into these marketing plans? M r. Chairman, recently a study was undertaken 
by some agencies studying principally federal legislation. They were concerned about legislation 
that was seriously erod ing basic and fundamental rights and interestingly enough, it was front page 
news in one of the daily newspapers - the marketing legislation across this country was sing led out 
as being possibly one of the biggest violators of rights, of rights that we would otherwise take for 
g ranted in this country. Mr. Chairman, that's why it's very important that we understand what we're 
doing with this marketing legislation. There are rights that wou ld frighten the hel l out of most citizens 
of this country that are bestowed upon the inspectors and officials of any marketing board operating 
under the Natural Products Marketing Act in this province or in any other province or in this country. 
The fact that inspectors can barge down my door at 3 o'clock in the morn ing, seize my books without 
warrant, without court order, is g ranted to them when we establ ished marketing boards. M r. 
Chairman, let's understand this, the police could have every reason to believe that I had just finished 
robbing the Toronto-Domin ion Bank of $50,000, but they cou ld not come into my home to search and 
seize anyth ing without a proper court warrant, without a proper warrant for entering my home. A 
chicken inspector, a beef inspector, a turkey inspector l ike that can do that at any time, to any 
Manitoban farmer's home. 

I do not lay that on the doorstep of this Min ister - that legislation was there when I was there, in  
fact George Hutton put i t  in  the damn legislation and i t  was there l ikely in  D .L .  Campbell's days. I 'm 
simply po inting out that i t  is massive responsibi l ity that we, as  a sen ior government, transfer to  a 
relatively smal l  g roup of people, a minority group of people, powers that we put into their hands. M r. 
Chairman, I don't know whether you were in the House, but it was this kind of power that so deluded 
one marketing board, namely the Vegetable Marketing Board , that they decided that they were going 
to put a firm out of business and they put him out of business - completely. Furthermore, they they 
decided that if any relative of that firm went anywhere else in the Province of Manitoba to work, they 
would put that fi rm out of business. They persecuted, in this case a fami ly by the name of Gershwin , .  
to their sisters, to their  cousins, or aunts and it brought about a massive ind ictment - you know it 
reads l ike a document from medieval times. I forget the Chief Justice, J ustice Solomon I bel ieve, that 
heard that on the Queen's Bench and it cost this particular marketing board, I bel ieve a settlement of 
X number of thousands of dol lars and I'm happy that justice prevailed in this instance, but the point of 
raising the question , M r. Chairman, is simply to i ndicate the powers that we are transferring, the 
powers that we are transferring to a commodity board in th is instance. 
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Mr. Chairman, when you're drawing up the plans for a board that g ive into the hands of a producer 
group, a commodity g roup, these powers, surely we, as senior parliamentarians, can't entirely 
d ivorce ourselves of our responsibi I ities. Surely, M r. Chairman, as was the case in the development of 
the Turkey Board in this province, when there was a protracted period of negotiations, when it  took a 
year and a half before the government of that day g ranted to the turkey producers of this province the 
right to establ ish their board because negotiations had to be arrived at as to how industry would l ive 
with this board; concern had to be expressed as to were we shutting off all opportunities for 
establ ishing highly desirable conven ience food industry in this province. Surely, Mr. Chairman, we 
had to take time in developing the plans tor these boards that there wi l l  be min imal abuse of the 
powers that we g rant them. 

M r. Chairman, h istorically the pattern , development of the boards now in  existence have fol lowed 
that procedure as laid down - I  don't say it's laid down; as a M inister I 'm well aware , Mr. Chairman, of 
the Minister's power, the Minister has massive power, in this respect, under the Act. He need not call 
tor elections; he need not call for immediate elected members to a board; the M inister can ignore 
referendums as an expression of opinions by producers, but, Mr. Chairman, I would l ike to believe 
that we, and th is M in ister, in the final analysis, you know in serving the agricu ltural community, is 
here for the purpose of representing that community and their interests and not a particular 
ideological point of view, no matter how strongly he believes it. And that if the producers of a 
particular commodity from time to time are out of step with the Min ister's point of view, then I would 
l ike to th ink the M in ister would be in a position to say, "Wel l ,  so I th ink they're wrong but I am their 
Minister of Agricu lture and this is how they want to run their industry and why should I really be 
interfering with it?" 

M r. Chairman , the kind of games that the M in ister has played with us on these questions, in kind of 
taking pleasure out of wi l lful ly mixing up commissions with boards and their responsib i l ities, the 
kind of suggestion that now for the fi rst time in the history of Man itoba a commodity producers g roup 
is being g iven the opportun ity for democratic expression as to how their commodity should be 
marketed . Those are the kind of things that excite and raise the i re of my friends and colleagues, 
particu larly the Member from Morris and others. When he knows that he has used h is prerogative 
power in any way that it su its him; in the case of hogs, no vote; in the case of hogs, eighteen months to 
get an elected group of di rectors; in the case of beef, immediately. 

A MEMBER: One month. 
MR. ENNS: One month- immediately. So we see this kind of instant ongoing , you know 

conversion of Pau l on the road to Damascus that has made him a Buddh ist, a Christian and a Jew all 
with in the period of - getting halfway there. That Mr. Chairman, is what exercises members of the 
opposition, and that, Mr. Chairman I must also say, is that despite the fact that it is without question 
under this min istry, the Department of Agricu lture has probably put more dollars, has had a higher 
profile in  the agricultural field than, I would be prepared to say, than any others, 

A MEMBER: For ideological reasons. 
MR. ENNS: And yet, Mr. Chairman, I 'm very proud to say that I and my col leagues represent 90 

percent of the farm community in th is Legislature, and coming June 28th of next year, we' l l  represent 
1 00 percent of the farm community of this Legislature, and that has to be something that, if the 
Minister isn't concerned about, then at least his F irst Min ister shou ld be concerned about. 

Mr. Chairman, the question before us with respect to the current question before us, with respect 
to the current Beef Marketing Board, I wou ld ask you to put into context over the remarks that I just 
said. The Honourable Min ister as a potato grower ful ly accepted the concept that a four-acre and less 
g rower shou ldn't real ly be entitled to a vote, but in the case of this beef marketing vote, one calf, one 
cow is equ ivalent to the fellow that is raising 1 ,000 cows, 1 ,000 steers. In the case of hogs, no vote to 
establ ish the board; in the case of beef, we have to have a vote and we have to have letters going out 
with the bal lots from the Min ister explaining the vote, and we have to have words on the actual ballot. 
it's not an affront enough,  M r. Chairman, for the M inister to tamper with what should be an open 
ballot but he has the effrontery to put on the actual ballot: "Make sure you read the M inister's letter 
before you mark." On the actual ballot, M r.Chairman. Here is the Min ister's letter - that effrontery 
enough, M r. Chairman, to any concept of an open election , but on the ballot itself it says: " and . . .  
are you in favour of the establ ishment of a Man itoba cattle producers' marketing board w ith the 
duties and powers described on page 2 of the M in ister's letter to all beef producers?" On the ballot 
itself. J ust in case you m islaid the letter, you know, you're supposed to rush back home and read the 
neutral letter again.  

Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, it's not a great deal of pleasure on the part of the opposition to be that hard on 
our Min ister of Agriculture. I 've said this before, he is my M in ister of Agriculture; he's everyone's 
Minister of Agriculture. M r. Chairman, the M in ister deserves the rebuke that he gets from the 
agricu ltural community for the games that he plays with us and the distortions that he deliberately 
puts into the public record when he refers to, particularly the issue of marketing. 

M r. Chairman , in  conclusion, I say that the kind of powers involved in marketing boards are such 
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that should be weighed very heavily by any government before they pass them on to a small handfu l 
of minority producer groups. I bel ieve, Mr. Chairman, that the provision that was in the Act that a 
minimum of sixty-six and two-thi rds of the vote should carry before it is considered that you have any 
degree of unanimity with in  the commodity group, simply because, M r. Chai rman , again  you're not 
tinkering with ordinary processes of decision making; you're transferring powers and rights. M r. 
Chai rman , I cou ld perhaps best demonstrate that by - we have a continuing debate going on right 
now with respect to the repatriation of our Constitution of this country - now, we don't put that on a 
simple 50 percent majority, 50 percent plus one majority. What is the debate all about? We're 
concerned, there are those who bel ieve that the amendments to the Constitution should require 1 00 
percent unanim ity; there are others who bel ieve in combinations of Quebec and Ontario and three 
other provinces, because we are deal ing with fundamental decisions, fundamental rights, 
fundamental freedoms. I am not so sure, M r. Chairman, that there is anyth ing undemocratic, 
anyth ing not right when we're transferring these kind of powers to a minority g roup, that we shou ld 
not seek, and we should not demand a far greater degree of unanimity, a far g reater degree of 
wi l l ingness on the part of these producers who are prepared to put themselves under this control 
than the simple 50 plus one majority that the Min ister now demands and has changed the Act to 
conform to his wishes. 

M r. Chairman , I have no idea how the vote wi l l  turn out on the beef referendum and that's really not 
the g ist of my overall remarks. I 'm suggesting to the Honourable Min ister through you , M r. Chairman, 
that the whole business of a g ranting to commodity g roups the rights of the all-powerful legislation 
that's contained in the Natural Products Marketing Act is someth ing that any government, any sen ior 
government has to be very cautious about. I 'm not at all sure that the consumer g roups of this nation 
are fully aware although, thanks to the work of one Madam Plumptre and others, that I believe 
Canadian consumers are finally finding out that these kind of commodity groups can work pretty 
d i rectly against the consumer interests of this province. I think that the g laring examples of some of 
the fai lures in the supply and management concept in  these producer g roups has, because of the 
immediate coverage, slowly brought home an awareness to many of our u rban cousins who real ly up 
to now we didn't g ive a damn what farmers did with our products or how we decided to sort out our 
marketing problems. But it does bother them all of a sudden when producer g roups and marketing 
boards such as the egg board destroys eggs, artificially keeps eggs up at a h ig h  level, and when they 
find out that these same eggs are available to them at considerably less dol lars across the l ine. lt 
should worry any government when producer groups are g iven this power to the point where they 
can, albeit in acting what they bel ieve to be in their interests, are in fact not acting in the public 
interest. 

M r. Chairman , the M in ister has shown a degree of capacity to distort and to move around the 
situation that is wonderful to behold. Except, Mr. Chairman, that in so doing , he has somewhere 
along the l ine, from his positions that he took from the time that he was critical of the then Min ister of 
Agriculture with respect to the Vegetable Marketing industry, through to the time of the development 
of a Hog Producers Board, through to the period of time whee last n ight he indicated to me, very 
forcibly, that the reason and the rationale why the M i lk Producers Board needs to have a regulating 
agency is because they cannot be entrusted with the fu l l  power. Wel l ,  he said that there has to be a 
watchdog over them; there has to be somebody representing consumer interests which the M in ister 
indicated was essentially the role of the Mi lk Control Board now, to set prices. The turkey producers 
set their prices, the egg producers set their prices, the hog producers demand their prices, they don't 
set their prices because we operate not in a closed shop arena; we operate on the North American 
continent. 

All I'm trying to po int out, M r. Chairman, is that in the space of the seven or eight years that th is 
Min ister has occupied office, he has shown all six or eight or n ine sides of the coi n - if there are that 
many sides to a coin - on the question of marketing. Whatever the political situation of the day suited 
him, it is for that reason that there is such a degree of hostil ity in this present vote. M r. Chairman, it is 
unbel ievable that a Min ister that has put more money into the hands of the beef producers than any 
other Min ister of th is province before, that he should not be able to walk into any hall and any pubs in 
any part of this province, and be g reeted with cheers. much less have fire alarmsturned out on h im or  
l ights turned out on h im.  Yot: know, that to  me is ,  you know I wish that I would have had the clout i n  
m y  days to get that kind o f  money from m y  cabinet colleagues to support my industry to that extent. 
But, M r. Chairman , the ind itement is clear. This Min ister has dismally failed in understanding what 
the beef producers want in this province; he has dismally failed in trying to interpretthose wants into 
legislation and into programs. What he is doing, and that's what the beef producers understand, he is 
doing what he wants to do and that isn't necessarily what the beef producers want to be done. The 
Min ister has the right to do that but he should know that it is for that reason that the Min ister is not 
winning the popularity contest with the beef producers whom he has treated with some generosity, 
with considerable generosity. Thank you , Mr. Chairman. 

MR. USKIW: M r. Chairman, I l isten with a g reat deal of interest to the comments of the Member for 
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Lakeside and they are not new comments; they are comments that have been uttered before, so I am 
not going to take up too much time in  rebutting them again. But I would l ike to point out to the 
Members of the Committee that one wou ld want to ponder what the d iscussion and debate would be 
l ike here today on this item if we had proceeded towards the-establishment of a beef marketing board 
in this province without a vote. I wonder what kind of d iscussion we would have here, M r. Chairman, 
lt 's very interesting to note that there is some hostil ity with respect to the vote on the part of the 
members opposite and that, Mr.Chairman, does surprise me. At least they should say, "Well  at least 
we're thankful that the Minister has al lowed the producers to make the decision, whatever that 
decision is going to be."  But here they are bemoaning the fact that we are holding a referendum. And, 
you know when you take into account, Mr. Chai rman, that we had had a whole host of studies, many 
meetings throughout rural Man itoba, meetings conducted by an advisory committee , not of my 
choosing but people nominated or selected by the various beef growers associations or produ cers 
associations in the province and who submitted two recommendations to me, a majority 
recommendation and a minority recommendation, both of wh ich advocate the setting up of a 
marketing agency without a vote. Now I can appreciate, M r. Chairman, why the Member for Lakeside 
would have preferred that I had accepted that recommendation because he would have had then 
cause to cal l  and to question the Min ister's actions and h is d isregard for the rights and freedoms of 
people who may have other opinions and he would have reason to question whether a m ajority of 
beef producers in Man itoba were real ly in support of such a measure. But having received a 
recommendation that we proceed with the setting up of a marketing board, a u nan i mous position of 
1 2  members of the advisory committee and their signatures are on the two documents, it's not a 
figment of my imagination, you know, 1 2  people out of 1 2  recommending that the M inister not refer 
the question to the producers by way of a plebiscite, I th ink it's worthwhi le to recap. lt says, "The 
committee therefore recommends that an agency known as the Cattle Producers Agency be 
establ ished under The Natural Products Marketing Act without a . . .  " 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. Order please. 
MR. USKIW: M r. Chairman, the Member for Lakeside, I ' l l  supply h im with a ton of these copies 

because it's there in point by point form, that an agency be set up without a prior plebescite of 
producers . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. Order please. 
MR. USKIW: Yes, under the Natural Products Marketing Act, you can only set up a board under 

the Natural Products Marketing Act by way of a producer referendum. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 
MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, I wi l l  desist from interrupting the Min ister if you wi l l  al low an 

interruption at th is point. 
MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the member can put h is question at the end of my remarks. 
The second point, the provisional d irectors of the agency be cattle producers appointed by the 

Minister of Agricu lture. Now maybe the Member for Lakeside perhaps cannot be faulted for dwell ing 
on the word "agency" but, you know, I had to dwel l  on that word when that report was presented to 
me because 1 said to them you're recommending a measure under The Natural Products Marketing 
Act, you can only establ ish a marketing board under that Act. They said, yes but it has a l ittle more 
calor to it, more presentable if you don't cal l it a board, M r. Minister, so we would prefer that you cal l it 
an agency. That is the d istinction that my honourable friend, the Member for Lakeside, is trying to 
make. 

Point number three, the provisional board be authorized to make regulations with respect to 
weigh ing . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. The Honourable Member for Lakeside state his point of order. 
MR. ENNS: The Min ister is stating an untruth . lt is qu ite possible to set up d ifferent forms of 

agencies or commissions under The Natural Products Marketing Act. The previous admin istration 
set up the Hog Marketing Commission, not a board, under the same Natural Products Marketing Act 
referred to by the Min ister. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the Member for Lakeside is qu ite correct. If we were to set up a 
marketing commission as such, that is correct, but that is not precisely what has been recommended 
by the majority report but rather by the m inority report, representing 4 out of the 1 2  people. The 
following recommendations were also presented : 

That the provisional board by appointed by the M inister of Agricu lture. 
That the provisional board be authorized to make regulations with respect to weigh ing, 

settlement and identification procedures in  plants and auction markets and with respect to 
d isclosure of prices paid by packers for animals sold d irect - by the way, that would require powers 
under the Natural Products Marketing Act to do that. 

To investigate alternative markets and to test competitive methods of selling cattle on a rai l grade 
basis. 
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To investigate producer complaints. 
To require buyers to post prices and discounts offered for rai l  g rade purchases. 
To col lect and d isseminate market and price information. 
To exercise such additional powers as may be approved by a producer plebescite. 
The provisional board be replaced by an elected board with in two years. 
M r. Chai rman, in the whereases, it says here that Where as it appears that most producers prefer 

that the di rectors of such an agency be elected at the earl iest possible date - in this referend urn it wi l l  
be on Day One,  that's as early as we can make it - the d irectors be elected by registered producers 
with in d istricts establ ished on the basis of producer numbers and recognized geographic 
boundaries. 

Number six, which the Member for Lakeside completely wishes to ignore. The elected board have 
all powers exercised by the provisional board and such additional powers as may be necessary to 
carry out all other functions as recommended by the Man itoba L ivestock and Meat Comm ission, 
complete, Mr. Chairman, the powers to carry out al l  those functions under recommendation number 
six. 

Powers additional to those specified in  number six be granted to the elected board only upon 
approval of producers. 

So, M r. Chai rman, it is quite clear what the recommendations of the majority of the comm ittee of 
12 were. Now the minority report recommends that the Min ister set up a marketing comm ission, 
without a referendum to determine whether the producers want it and that within three years, or after 
three years, a vote be called to determine, not whether this comm ission should continue or not but 
whether it shou ld be converted to a producer marketing board. 

M r. Chairman, when those two documents were presented to me, it was obvious that I had less 
than a unanimous position on the part of the advisory committee and so the q uestion is what do you 
do when your own advisory committee is split on the question. The obvious answer is that you 
probably shou ld consult with producers and that's why the referendum.  

But  you know, apart from the official record, which I have documented and which anyone can get 
a copy of, we went around the table and we asked the producers, the advisory committee, if they had 
their personal preference, not withstanding what they think the general popu lace wants, if they had 
their personal preference, what would their recommendation be. Wel l ,  7 out of the 1 2  said that they 
would want an elected board without a plebescite on the question, 7 out of the 1 2. Four out of the 1 2  
said they wou ld want a commission without a plebescite, so we now have 1 1  out of 1 2  saying,  Mr.  
Min ister, an elected board or a comm ission, both without a plebescite. One person out of 12 said, 
have a commission with a plebescite first. Now, that explains the reason for the Minister's action and 
that is that the question was referred to the producers and , of course, the results will be known very 
shortly and whatever the resu lts are, whether they are positive or negative on the question , at least we 
wi l l  know what the opinion is in the majority at least of the producers, whether we want a marketing 
board or we don't, whether we want to change the system or we don't and we wi 1 1  respect that opinion,  
but at least we wi l l  have it for the fi rst t ime in  our history. We have never had that question put before. 

Now the Member for Lakeside questions whether everyone shou ld have a vote. I have to agree 
with him that with respect to the refere ndum on potatoes that there was a fou r  acre exemption and 
that was decided, not because it was preferred that way, but because that was the government's 
position, that they were getting so much static from the two or three acre producers who didn't want 
to be regulated , that they decided that the way to hand le this wou Id be to exempt the small producers 
and to regu late the larger ones and I d idn't quarrel with that at that time and I don't quarrel with it 
today, but that was the reason for the exemption at that time, it's to save the Minister from all of the 
flack that he was receiving at that time in that referendum. But I think it was a right decision, it did help 
bring about a resolve to the then dispute on the question. 

With respect to a later marketing agency that was establ ished under this government or  during the 
term of office of this government, I refer to the egg producers marketing board. There too was an 
exemption , where anyone who had less than 500 hens would not be subject to the regulations and 
would not have a vote. No different than what was done with respect to the potatoes. But in  both of 
these commodities it is not difficult to identify an exempt product. I dare my honourable friend, the 
Member for Lakeside, to tel l  me how the industry would handle an exempt product del ivered to the 
stock yards by some transfer, from some farmer -( Interjection)- Yes. Wel l ,  in any event, M r. 
Chairman, it is not a practical thing to suggest that we can have some means of exemptions so that 
farmers who do not wish to come under this plan , thatthey somehow would not have to pay the levy. ! 
don't know how you would set up that kind of mechanism, with the size and scope of the beef industry 
of this province and the multipl icity of mechanisms in the sales area. ! just don't know how you would 
do it, mechanically speaking. 

Secondly, it is also open, no matter what the results of this vote are, that a producer has a choice to 
sel l  through the auction ring as they do now on a l ive basis, or they wi l l  continue or choose to sell on 
the rail g rade basis. The only difference that is going to be made if this vote is carried, is that al l  sales 
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wil l  have to be competitive. Today we do not have a competitive marketing system. We had 
something l ike 1 3  commission fi rms in St. Boniface a few years ago and now we have about fourand 
the stockyards in St. Bon iface hand le about 25 percent of the market, slaughter market cattle and yet 
that is the market that everyone sort of hangs their hat on,  that shou ld set the price for Man itoba even 
though it only hand les 25 percent. Seventy-five percent is bypassing it. it's kind of a ridiculous 
situation. Now at some point in time and I don't know when but I suppose if that market continues to 
erode and it gets down to 1 5  percent or 1 0  percent, it wi l l  not exist, cannot carry on and therefore 
there wi l l  be no bench mark whatever establ ished in Man itoba for the value of l ivestock. Every deal 
wi l l  then be a private transaction between a producer and a packer and one farmer wi l l  not know what 
the other one is receiving for his product, would not know how to judge the competitiveness of the 
market or the value of h is product and that would result in  absolute total chaos in  terms of the market 
place, even though it's almost there today. So it's not as if we don't have a problem. But that is the only 
change that is going to be made if this vote carries, that al l  cattle for slaughter wi l l  have to be 
marketed competitively and open ly, so there wi l l  be options for the producers, regardless of the 
result. In  fact, less options if the result is negative than if it is positive. 

Now, the Member for Lakeside made a major point of the powers under The Natural Products 
Marketing Act, the powers of inspection, you know, he wants to frighten every Manitoban with the 
powers in that Act. Wel l ,  I suppose they could be frightened by it, it's been there a long long time and 
we have had eight marketing boards establ ished under that leg islation but, somehow everyone has 
survived and we haven't had one request for the dismantl ing of any of the marketing boards that exist, 
in all the years that I've been there, not once, with all those awesome powers. Then who has the power 
of inspection? The Mem ber for Lakeside doesn't - perhaps he's forgotten or perhaps he chose not to 
tel l us where the power l ies. The power doesn't lie in the hands of the Producer Marketing Board, the 
powers lie in the hands of the Manitoba Marketing Board, wh ich is the supervisory agency over al l  
boards and who receive complaints from producers about the action of their board, or complaints 
from processors or buyers, or whoever else is involved in the industry and they are the umpire of the 
whole system . They have the powers of inspection, to determine whether or not the complaints are 
val id or inval id, to apprehend people who are trying to bypass the laws of the land, the regulations 
that apply to that particular commodity. Those powers are only used when there is a complaint 
launched and where there is some m ischief-making in the system, very m uch the same as the powers 
that are used by the enforcement people in the enforcement of The H ighway Traffic Act. They don't 
make a nu isance of themselves, they try to leave the public well on its own most ofthetime. But when 
there is a problem on the highway system they have to be there to protect the interest of the public. 
That is really the ro le of the Manitoba Marketing Board and the powers in  that legislation. 

The Member for Lakeside also made the point that we shou ld go back to the same sort of rule 
which they employed in the establ ishment of marketing boards. That is, that it should be requ i red 
that two-th irds of the people, the producers, should vote yes before a board cou ld be establ ished . He 
suggests that it's such an awesome thing that, you know you really must have that kind of majority 
before you make such a major change. Wel l ,  you know the biggest change that I can th ink of is a 
change in government, whether it's at the national level or provincial level but somehow we get by 
there with about 40 percent of the electorate making the decisions, or less, sometimes a l ittle more 
but never much more. The most important decision that the people make collectively, is made always 
with less than 50 percent of the vote. The Member for Lakeside suggests that somehow, in this 
decision, we shou ld have a two-th irds majority. Wel l ,  that is not a democratic position from my point 
of view, I do believe that if if 50 percent or more of any g iven group come to a common frame of mind ,  
that that is a success story. lt's very difficult to  get people to  th ink in l ike terms on a g iven issue. lf you 
can get 50 percent of them thinking in one d irection, you have ach ieved something and especial ly, 
especially M r. Chairman, if it relates to the beef producers of th is province. I have said this from day 
one in this referendum, if 50 percent plus one were able to get together on one issue, we wi l l  have 
achieved something g reat in this province because that is one g roup that has been most difficult to 
get together on any issue, most difficult and this wi l l  serve as a good test, just to see whether there is 
common g round and how much of it there is.  

Now the Member for Rock Lake said in  the House the other day that he's convinced that 95 
percent of the people don't really want this thing.  Wel l ,  if he is right and I 'm not going to doubt h im '  
Mr. Chairman, I 'm going to  let the Returning Officer tell us  when the bal lots are counted; but  i f  he is 
correct, then the vote wi l l  be 95 percent against and five percent for and we wi l l  l ive with that decision. 
That is going to be democracy at work and no harm is lost in the process, no harm done rather in  the 
process. 

Now the Member for Lakeside suggests to us that people shou Id be voting on something that they 
know noth ing of or about; that the Min ister should never introduce with the ballot the question that is 
being put to them. That's what the Mem ber for Lakeside is suggesting ; that they should not know 
what it is that they are voting on. And you know , the M inister's letter only talks about what the 
impl ications of the vote are if it's yes and what they are if it's no and the duties of the board and the 
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powers of the board are spelled out - precisely spelled out - and attached to the ballot so that there 
would be no misunderstanding as to what they are voting for or against. I can assure you ,  M r. 
Chai rman, that if that were not so, the Member for Lakesidewould then be asking th is M in ister, "Why 
are you ask ing the producers to vote for something that they know nothing about?" That's what he 
would be saying, Mr. Chairman, so I reject completely the notion that the producer shou ld not have 
attached with the ballot, information as to the duties and powers of this agency should the vote carry 
and what wi l l  happen should the vote not carry. I th ink that is the least we can do in order that the 
producers can cast their bal lots in the most intel l igent way. 

Now the Member for Lakeside went on to suggest to us that he has an example of m ismanagement 
and he used the Egg Board. Wel l ,  you know, the Member for Lakeside should have done some 
research on that one because when you - ( Interjection)- wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, the member says he 
doesn't have staff - I  would have been prepared to assist h im, Mr. Chairman. Normal ly, when there is 
a very small  surplus of a given commodity, that very small  surplus in  an open market system destroys 
the whole market. lt can only be a one or two percent surplus but it has the effect of destroying the 
whole of the market. And so the success story of the egg agency is that notwithstanding the fact that 
they had a small surplus, 28 mi l l ion eggs counted one by one by the Winnipeg Free Press and others 
who didn't want to count them in dozens or in cases, one egg per Canadian plus a portion, that was 
the surplus problem that we had at that time, that at that particular time, proved to us the success of 
the program because the price of eggs did n't drop even though they had 28 m i l l ion eggs too many. 

MR. ENNS: I just wish there were I a few consumers in this room while you're making that 
statement. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr. Chai rman , the Member for Lakeside wants me to apologize to the 
consumers over th is. The consumers also have a benefit from it in that they don't have to worry about 
the supply and demand question, that when the producers have a steady return on labour and 
investment, they are not opting in and out of production and the consumer prices don't bounce 
around I ike a yo-yo from one year to another - three dozen for a dol lar one day; nine months later it's 
a dollar a dozen because everybody went broke for a while and there are no eggs. That's the kind of 
market that my honourable friend, the Member for Lakeside bel ieves in .  Wel l  that's fine, that's h is 
privilege. lt has not been my bel ief ever nor wi l l  it ever be. But, certainly the producers have a right to 
determine for themselves whether they wish to bargain col lectively and that's what this legislation 
has been put on the books for, and I g ive credit to whoever the government was that put it there and I 
believe it was a Liberal government at that time. lt was sorely needed at that time, in fact, in some 
instances perhaps it isn't needed anymore because some of the commodities that we now produce 
are produced by so few people in this country that we almost have to think in terms of applying the 
anti-combines legislation with respect to those commodities. But nevertheless, it was designed for 
the protection of the vast numbers of producers who had no bargain ing power; it is only in  the last ten 
years that commodity groups across Canada seized on that legislation and put it to work and only in 
the last five years that the Government of Canada passed sim i lar legislation in  order to complement 
and enjoin with the provincial legislation across Canada in  order to make a market system work to the 
advantage of the nation as a whole. 

So when the Member for Lakeside suggests to me, Mr. Chairman, that those are bad examples 
those are, by the way, very good examples. They have worked relatively well despite the fact that the 
farmers in question - they weren't complaining about the price of eggs or the price of mi lk ,  they said 
"All we want is more quota. We want to increase our rights because we are satisfied with the marg ins 
that we are receiving for eggs or for mi lk." They didn't say "Knock out the props, let's get back to the 
free market." They said "We must have more quota." I dare any beef man to say he wants more quota 
today, when he is losing on every head that he produces because your  loss multiplies by the numbers 
of head that you have if you are losing on every one of them. That is not their position today and that is 
why this province has poured out $34 mi l l ion of assistance, of subsidy over the lasttwo years in  order 
to keep the beef industry al ive. 

Now the Member for Lakeside makes a point that the Min ister should be g reeted with cheers, 
having advanced so much of the provincial revenues towards the rural development of th is province. 
Wel l ,  you know, he hasn't been with me at these meetings; he hasn't been there, and the particular 
one he chose to make reference to, where the f ire alarm was set off- 1 should remind the Member for 
Lakeside that that was a very good meeting , but it did have one or two nuts at the meeting . . .  

A MEMBER: The fire alarm went and there was no fire. 
MR. USKIW: That's right. lt did have one or two characters at the meeting and that is the element 

that my friend the Member for Lakeside wants to associate h imself with. Wel l  that's h is credit, M r. 
Chairman, if it is a credit, not mine. I do not w ish to associate myself with that kind of element because 
that is a destructive element, it is not a constructive element. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I bel ieve I have belaboured the point; I enjoy the opportun ity to debate w ith my 
friend the Member for Lakeside. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: Mr. Chairman, it has been interesting to hear the commentsfrom the M in ister of 

Agriculture on this whole beef referendum, and I th ink if the truth were known, he is aware and we are 
al l aware that the Federal M inister of Agricu lture bel ieves in supply management; as he does. One of 
the things that concern me, Mr. Chairman, insofar as this referendum on beef is concerned, if this 
vote were to pass, 50 percent one or better, it would be the fi rst Beef Marketing Board on the North 
American continent. Many farmers have said to me, "This is a very very big step forward insofar as 
this Minister is concerned ." lt is not the kind of a step that many farmers have said to me that they 
want to take. You know, Mr. Chairman, the M inister of Agricu lture has done a beautiful job, really a 
beautiful job of confusing the issue so completely that farmers just d idn't know what to make of the 
whole th ing.  

Now I take you back, Mr. Chairman, when the Manitoba Farm Bureau had their  annual meeting 
and I say the Min ister was courteous to come to speak to that meeting - he was posed of a number of 
questions and he talked about the clubs in the House the other n ight when replying to the Throne 
Speech .  The clubs that he referred to were the Beef G rowers Association of th is province, the Cow
Calf Producers of th is province and he referred to them as just g lorified clubs. I ,  Mr. Chairman, took a 
very dim view of the Min ister's comments in that l ight and it indicated to me the respect he has for 
those organ izations and the work that those organ izations have done on behalf of the cow-calf 
operators and the beef producers of this province, working for the last several years on behalf of 
those two respective g roups. So the M inister doesn't have to say that they have not been in  
consultation with them . At  this annual meeting, Mr .  Chairman, when they found out there was going 
to be a plebiscite, they asked the Min ister if there would be any chance of curtai l ing the vote for say a 
month or so and, as I understand it, the Min ister was in the negative. They also asked if the M inister 
would al low those organizations to have some input into what the ballot would be. In other words, 
assist in d rafting the ballot so that farmers wou ld clearly understand what this thing was all about. 

I have had many farmers and they have written to me and asked me if I cou Id have any influence on 
this Minister as to the contents of that ballot, and what they wanted to know, because the M inister 
he received the majority report from the Livestock Advisory Committee , and what that report 
recommended is not the wishes, or at least the hopes that the Min ister was looking for, namely a 
marketing board for beef with fu l l  powers. This, Mr. Chairman, and I say on behalf - I think I can 
speak on behalf of an awful lot more farmers in this province than the Min ister can - when I say that 
the farmers were not and are not asking for a marketing board with ful l  powers. 

Mr. Chairman , I as wel l  as the Min ister, and I agree with him that there are marketing problems in  
the province insofar as  beef is concerned. And you can't compare a beef commodity with pork 
because you have so many d ifferent varieties. In the bal lot that was sent out to farmers the M inister 
indicated, and it states - and I want to reread it again :  "Bal lot under the natural powers of the 
Marketing Act" and it asks "Are you in favour of the establishment of a Man itoba Cattle Producers 
Marketing Board where the duties and powers described on Page 2 of the M inister's letter to all beef 
producers in Man itoba - and you know on Page 2, M r. Chairman, the number one duty of the board 
is to act as a sel l ing agency on behalf of al l  Manitoba producers who sel l  their slaughtered cattle on a 
carcass g rade and weight basis. 

To act as a sel l ing agency, in other words that is taking complete control, M r. Chairman. The 
farmers have not asked for this. The farmers have not asked for th is, I repeat, M r. Chairman, and th is 
is the area in which the farmers, I wou ld say, - and we' l l  know around the 1 8th of th is month as to 
whether I am right or whether the Minister is right. I f  he is right, al l  well and good to h im.  

But, Mr .  Chairman, this is a very very important issue when we talk about marketing boards and 
farmers are very concerned about it. The Min ister indicated , when he started this crusade a few 
months ago, that he was going to remain neutral. I can say to h im that I have maintained that 
neutral ity but I can't say the same th ing for the Min ister. -( lnterjections)-

The M in ister ind icated in  the House - I am speaking, Mr. Chairman, of myself. If  the Member for 
Portage la Prairie wants to get in debate I would be interested in hearing what he has to say about the 
beef ind ustry in the dying moments of h is political career, I would be most interested to hear his 
comments. 

Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, one of the things that really concern me, when the Minister referred to my 
col leagues and myself as the b ig l ie, the kind of propaganda that he was indicating to us was being 
passed around in the last few months. I wou ld l ike to know who on our side was passing out 
propaganda that wasn't accurate and correct. I can indicate to him, and I ' l l  speak for myself, thatl 
attended a few meetings, gave no indication as to how they should vote, but I did state to farmers, "I 
hope that you wi l l  be properly informed so that you wil l  know how to vote intel l igently." This to me, 
Mr. Chairman, has been one of the issues that certainly has been a very concerned point of view 
insofar as the producers of beef are concerned. 

The other area- my colleague from Lakeside was talking about how they should determine who 
will be entitled to vote. I have been g iven to understand, Mr. Chairman, that in the Beef Promotion 
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program, when the Min ister found, in  December of 1 975 that he wasn't happy with the number of 
appl ications or  the number of sales that he had made, he put on a bl itz for another month to sell h is 
program. I am g iven to understand, Mr. Chairman, that - 1 wi l l g ive an example - where there is, say, 
father and son, each have their own farm, produce their  own feed , sel l  thei r  own cattle in their  
respective names, and if they belong to the Beef Promotion program, they were automatical ly on the 
l ist for a ballot. On the other hand, M r. Chairman, if a simi lar case down the road, there was a father 
and son in a simi lar operation - I should have said in  the first instance, M r. Chairman, that father and 
son in this case, if they were members of the Beef Promotion program, they had their cattle in the 
same area for the winter months, that was the one thing omitted and I say it now. Now getting back to 
say, a father and son situation that d idn'tjoin the Beef Promotion program , everyth ing was s imi lar but 
j ust because their cattle were in the same area for the winter months, the Marketing Board stated 
there would be on ly one vote. In other words, the father would get the bal lot and not the son. 

I mentioned this to the Min ister in the House so he tried to skirt the issue by saying, "wel l ,  if we are 
going to do that, we can g ive the father, son, the wife, the daughter and the uncle and al l  the rest of 
them a ballot." This is being hypothetical, Mr. Chairman, and it is being, if I may say, just a bit 
ridiculous when the Min ister repl ies in that fashion when I make the claim that - and my point was 
this, that I don't think this was being total ly democratic, because I am wondering how many farmers 
who I feel are entitled to a vote are not going to get the ballot that is going on right now. 

I would l ike to hear some comments from the Min ister before I go further. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Gladstone. 
MR. FERGUSON: M r. Chairman, the point that I wanted to bring up was the el igibi l ity to vote and 

my colleague here has covered it very thoroughly as far as I am concerned. I don't think that I have 
that much more to say about it. The Min ister has always proclaimed very pompously that the N DP 
democracy is the end-all of everything. To me this business of belonging to any government program 
and being automatical ly set up for a vote and an individual l ike myself or one of my boys has to go 
down and pick up a bal lot, have his signature notarized, put down their social security number 
wel l ,  to me this is typical NDP democracy, there is no doubt about that. 

A MEMBER: What's wrong with it? 
MR. FERGUSON: What's wrong with it? All right, certain ly I wi l l  tel l  you what's wrong with it. I 

believe that every person that has sold cattle in this province is entitled to a vote. I don't bel ieve it 
should be because he belongs to a government program; I don't bel ieve it should be somebody that 
l ives in the City of Winnipeg, the Town of Gladstone or the City of Portage, that's maybe got a calf and 
a cow on his father's farm or his brother's farm and he sold one calf, and that vote should ki l l 500 or  
1 ,000 votes; or a guy that has 500 or 1 ,000 cattle on a feed lot. 

A MEMBER: Should get the cows to vote, it would be 500 to one. 
MR. FERGUSON: Yes, that's quite true. At least you had the decency when you were going 

through a . . .  vote to over four acres, they had a vote, but when it came to broi lers you went over 500. 
MR. USKIW: Partnerships had one vote too. One vote. 
MR. FERGUSON: Wel l  then wou ld the Min ister explain why, that if a family farm, there are four 

people involved, that they wou ld get a vote and if you are a fami ly farm and don't belong to the 
program that only one gets a vote. Th is is what I wou ld l ike to hear. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Chai rman, we have gone through this many times and I don't mind doing it 
again. 

The fact is that the rules apply equally to people enrolled in any program and those that are not. 
The only reason for the reg istration requ i rements for those that are not in the program is for the sake 
of identifying that they are there, that they exist and that they are entitled to a vote. There is no 
knowledge, that is we have no knowledge of the numbers of producers in Manitoba and where they 
are and who they are. So wherein we don't have knowledge of the existence of a producer, they had 
the opportunity to fi l l  out a registration form, to have it notarized to claim el ig ib i l ity for a ballot. That is 
the only way in which it is possible to be done. 

Now there is no point in requiring that to be done of a person who is already on a l ist or a rol l ,  
where we know that they are producers, they are on contract with us as producers, so there is no 
doubt as to their el igibi l ity. But there is no difference in the appl ication of the father-son partnersh ip 
corporation-co-operative concept in terms of thei r  entitlement of a vote. Whether you are in  the 
program or whether you are out, that rule is equal to all. There is no difference in  the rule set down by 
the Man itoba Marketing Board and the Returning Officer in that regard. lt applies equally to al l ,  
whether you are in government programs or out it makes no difference. So a person does not 
automatically get a bal lot because he or she happens to be in partner with another person or more. 
Only one person will get a ballot per unit regardless. 

Now, the Member for Rock Lake makes the point that we wi l l  know on the 1 8th or thereabouts 
whether he is right or whether the M in ister is right. Now in making that statement he is assum ing that 
the Minister is putting forward a proposition that must carry and he is assuming that his proposition is 
that it must not carry. 
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Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, it matters not what the Member for Rock Lake would prefer or what the 
Member for Lac du Bonnet or the Min ister of Agriculture would prefer. What matters is what the 
producers prefer and that is a result that we are looking for, and it is not whether the M in ister is right 
or wrong is in question at al l ;  it is the very reason that there is a vote because the Min ister wasn't sure 
as to how we should proceed on the recommendations that were made to the Min ister by the 
Advisory Committee. That is . the reason for the vote. There wasn't even a u nanimous 
recommendation;  so therefore the logic of it was that the best way to find out would be to refer the 
question to the producers. 

If the Min ister thought that the producers were overwhelming ly in favour, you know, one could 
have given some credib i l ity to a recommendation that said, "set it up without a vote, M r. M in ister". lt's 
very easy to do that. But it is precisely because of the lack of knowledge, of not knowing whether 
there is adequate support for such a major move, that we have the referendum. That is what it is a l l  
about, to find out. 

MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Chairman, here again we have gone through a mountain of paper during the 
past month or six weeks to try and improve el igibi l ity or whatever the case may be. Now would it not 
have been just as simple - basically no one knew that th is vote was coming as of the 1 st of 
December, so would it not have been just as simple to enclose a weigh sl ip that proved that you had 
sold one an imal during the past year. Would that not have proved that you were in the business. lt 
wouldn't have? Wel l  to me it would have. But of course, the Min ister, you would have to be involved 
d irectly with h im and get his sanction before you would be entitled to a vote. I would certainly l ike the 
Min ister to explain to me why a weigh slip wouldn't be proof enough that you are in the business of 
sel l ing cattle. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chai rman , the Man itoba Marketing Board has been there a long long time, longer 
than the Member for Gladstone was a Member, and longer than the Member for Gladstone is perhaps 
a producer. 

They have set out criteria on how they would conduct referendums and it is not new criteria. They 
have conducted many referendums long before my time in government. At the time that the Member 
for Lakeside was the Min ister and at the time that the former M in ister George Hutton was there, we 
had referendums. And the same Board establ ished the same rules on each of those referendums. The 
same Board, the present Board consists of people that were appointed by a Liberal government, , a 
Conservative government and this government. . The present makeup of that board consists of 
people from al l  three governments. 

So if my friend wants to question the motivation and the integrity of the Manitoba Marketing 
Board he is free to do so. I happen to have a high regard for that group. 

MR. FERGUSON: Well I am speaking of the integrity of the people that are producing cattle. If  you 
want to go back to that I don't think there was social security numbers back when the M inister is 
talking about the Marketing Board being formed either. He has got h imself i n  the position that he wil l  
not accept the truth on behalf of the producers that are not enrol led in  his programs. 

I had one fellow phone me last Sunday who is a war veteran. He has been involved in the business 
of producing cattle with his father since 1 945 and he is not getting a vote. 

MR. USKIW: M r. Chairman, on that very point. I pointed out to the member that each unit of 
production is entitled to one vote. Now that is a historic procedure with respect to the Manitoba 
Marketing Board. 

MR. FERGUSON: Then hold it to your  program. One vote toward the unit too if it is on one place. 
MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I have pointed out to the members that there is no difference between 

people en rol led in the government program, the Beef I ncome Assurance Program, or people not 
enrolled in it, in terms of their el igibi l ity for a ballot. They are al l  treated equal ly, there is no difference. 

MR. FERGUSON: Wel l ,  M r. Chai rman, there certainly is a difference. They automatically get a 
ballot if they are enrolled in your program . Read your regulations. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chai rman, they do not automatically get a ballot. They get one ballot per unit of 
production. No matter how many are enrol led from that unit of production in the Beef Income 
Assurance Program, are entitled to one ballot per unit of production . 

MR. FERGUSON: Very wel l  then . I take it that if you are enrolled in your program you are 
automatically a un it of production. That is what you are trying to tel l  us, is it? 

MR. USKIW: Well ,  Mr. Chairman, there are partnersh ips in corporations and co-operatives that 
are enrolled in the Beef Income Assurance Prog ram. They are entitled to one ballot each, not one 
ballot per person ,  one ballot per partnersh ip or per corporation or per co-operative. And that applies 
equally to everyone in Man itoba. 

MR. FERGUSON: Then we wi l l  start out from Day One again, Mr. Min ister, and we wi l l say thatwe 
have a father, a son and a daughter; they are all enrol led in th.e beef stabi l ization program. They have 
four separate contracts. Consequently, they automatically receive four ballots. 

MR. USKIW: No' absolutely not. Not if they are one unit of production. 
MR. FERGUSON: But if they are four units of production . . .  ? 

51 1 



Tuesday, March 8, 1 977 

M R. USKIW: Yes, absolutely. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: Mr.  Chai rman, I think in all the advertisement and publicity - I  don't have it here 

in black and wh ite before me now, that they specifically stated that anyone who was in a beef 
promotion prog ram and anyone who was i n  the business of producting dairy products under the 
Manitoba Milk Producers Marketing Board, automatically got a ballot. When meetings were held 
throughout the country the ag reps were there for the purpose of provid ing i nformation as I have 
been given to understand and those who were not automatically el igible, there were forms for th em to 
fill out, signed by a Notary Public or a Commissioner of Oaths, and you also had to put your social 
security number down on it and then having done that, it was submitted to the Manitoba Marketing 
Board and it was there where they decided as to whether you qualified for a vote or not. 

I would like to go one step further, Mr. Chairman, and ask, after a certain period of time the ag reps 
were doing an excellent job in providing just information and all of a sudden on a Thursday morning 
the Deputy M inister of this office notified all the directors and all the reg ions saying, "No more wil l  the 
ag reps attend any of these meetings." I'd l ike to ask the Min ister to explain that one. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister. 
MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman , that's not d ifficult to do. First of ali i want to point out to the Member 

for Rock Lake that the Manitoba Marketing Board did not issue bal lots to everyone enrolled in the 
Beef I ncome Assurance Program. They were automatically registered, and then the reg istration l ist 
had to be checked to take out the dupl ications where there were more than one person involved in 
one production unit. That process had to be undertaken for those elig ible producers as wel l .  -
( Interjection)- Wel l ,  you can check all you want, M r. Chairman, I have no problem with that. That's 
the rule laid down, not by the Min ister but by the Manitoba Marketing Board who are in charge of the 
referendum. 

A MEMBER: You called a vote. 
MR. USKIW: Well of course, Mr. Chairman, we cal led a vote. Butwe have a marketing board whose 

responsibil ity it is to conduct referendums whenever they are called; that is their role to set up the 
g round ru les. 

Secondly, anyone is able to challenge the l ist if they feel that someone is in receipt of a ballot that 
is not entitled to and so on. So all of those procedures were wel l  laid down and publicized. 

Now with respect to the question that the Member for Rock Lake raises, that the ag reps were not 
allowed to participate. -( Interjection)- No, from Day One, M r. Chairman, the Beef G rowers' 
Association , amongst others, requested that the Department be neutral in this referendum. That we 
not utilize the resources of the Department, its staff, in  promoting the vote one way or the other. At 
that stage an instruction went out to all of our staff that they not participate in this referendum, that 
the producers should set up their own meetings, distribute their own literature and do their own thing 
on each side of the question, that we would not be involved, because we d id not want to be accused of 
being partial w ith the resources of the Department. 

The same g roup immediately chal lenged us that we denied them our staff in the cal l ing of 
meetings and the distribution of their propaganda, so they wanted it both ways. If we had not gone 
along with it they would have attacked the government. Had we gone along with their request that we 
be neutral they sti l l  attack the government for not allowing the staff to be util ized at their meetings. 

So it's just a bunch of nonsense, Mr. Chairman, and my friends opposite are part of it. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Portage la Prairie. 
MR. G. JOHNSTON: Mr. Chairman, I enter into this debate with some trepidation because my four 

honourable Conservative friends across from me are all experienced farmers and have a g reat deal of 
knowledge with respect to the cattle business. 

But for some months now I have been l isten ing to the pros and cons that the various organ izations 
have formed , some of them rather quickly, some on the government side and of course some against. 
But what concerns me is that I would l ike to know exactly what the Conservatives' stand is on this. I 
would think that legislators, and whoever's interested, would l ike to see fi rst of all  some kind of 
settling of the question - and I 've made four points here. 

The fi rst one is, those concerned should have the right to vote on it and only those concerned. So 
we're talking about a fair vote, what is a fair vote? Now, the Member for Giadstone has given examples 
where he doesn't th ink it's a fair vote, that there have been some people excluded or some people 
have got a ballot automatically mailed to them, and I'm inclined to agree with him.  But I think if we 
examine the principle of whether or not we should have this problem resolved, then how do you go 
about it? So you're looking for a fair vote. After that, whatever the vote is you're looking for time 
well even before the vote you need time for discussion so that opinions can form - and this is taking 
place. 1 don't think in recent years I 've seen so much interest and so many meetings held by parties 
who were on one side of the question or the other. 

Now after the vote is held I guess you need more time for discussion based on the results and then 
some assessing of the results, and if the government has the authority to proceed under the 
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marketing Act, they do so. 
I have in front of me two documents that I wou ld like to know where the Conservative Party stand 

on. One is a letter, or it's a brief from the Man itoba I ndependent Cattle Producer organization, and 
basically they ask three questions of the Prem ier, M r. Lyon and Mr. Huband. This is who the d i rective 
is addressed to. The first question is, "Are you and is your Party in favour of orderly marketing of 
agricu ltural products of Manitoba?" 

Now to leave the letter for a moment, I made a few notes: We have a Honey Marketing Board 
establ ished in 1 953; a Hog Marketing Comm ission and then a board which was establ ished in 1 964; a 
Turkey Marketing Board; Ch icken Broiler Board; Vegetable Marketing Board and it's broken down 
into potatoes and root crops; a Mi lk  Marketing Board and an Egg Marketing Board. So 1 th ink that's a 
fai r  question, "Are you and is your Party in favour of orderly marketing of agricultural products of 
Manitoba?" 

The second question is: "Would you or your Party continue the existence of our eight producer 
marketing boards?" which I 've just named, "in Manitoba as now constituted after the next election if 
you formed the government?" 

A third question is: " In  view of the answer we received from the Honourable Sam Uskiw re our brief 
enclosed that we presented to him at M innedosa, Tuesday, February 1 5th, 1 977, can you and your 
Party, if you formed the government after the next election, g ive us a commitment regard ing your 
Party's position re powers that you would be prepared to extend to a Manitoba Cattle Producer 
Marketing Board in future your th is referendum is "yes" on March 1 8th? Now I know that's a 
hypothetical question and M r. Enns, who is now leaving the room is fairly sure he's going to be the 
Minister of Agriculture in the next election . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. I wou ld rem ind the honourable member, we are in  Committee of 
Supply and he shou ld name the members by constituency and not by name. 

MR. G. JOHNSTON: The present Member for Lakeside is so sure that he's going to be the Min ister 
of Agriculture that he's answered my question before he left the room. 

Now the Member for Rock Lake said about a half hour ago that he has a personal position on this 
and when I said to h im that his Leader has a position on it he appeared to be annoyed. But I must 
quote from a newspaper article of T he Tribune, January 25th, 1 977 , and I on ly quote part of the article 
but I hope not out of context: "Mr. Lyon urged cattlemen to vote "no" in the coming mail referendum 
on the question and wait for a Conservative Government wh ich he said wi l l  act in  accordance with the 
wishes of the majority of cattlemen ." Wel l ,  M r. Chairman, I know the Member for Souris-Ki l larney 
represents a rural rid ing.  I thought it was rather impudent of him to suggest that people who were 
trying to decide their own destiny should wait unti l  he solves his own personal affairs or h is own 
personal problems. I would l ike members on the opposite side from me to say is this party pol icy, that 
if it's beneficial to them to postpone and forget about whether it's good or bad or indifferent for the 
people affected - and right now we're talking about the people who grow cattle for sale in Manitoba. 
lt's only an opin ion and I could be wrong,  but I think  that a political person unless he can offer some 
constructive comment has no right to interfere in what people are trying to decide with respect to 
their own particu lar business. 

This has far-reaching consequences. lt should not depend on who gets elected and who gets 
defeated, and you shou ldn't be asking people to postpone decisions that affect them on the basis of 
who's going to win the next election. 

I would l ike, M r. Chairman, through you , to have members of the Conservative Party tell me where 
they stand on th is. Now we all  say that we want a fair  vote, but are you for it or are you against it? Tell 
us. I 'd be very interested to know. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Gladstone. 
MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Chairman, I guess we're not deal ing with the Min ister of Agricu lture now, 

we're deal ing with the head of the Liberal Party and he's talking about Mr. Lyon's statement in the 
press. 

Now M r. Lyon is an elected representat ive, I expect . . .  
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. Wou ld the honourable member refer to a member by his 

constituency and not by name? 
MR. FERGUSON: Souris-Ki l larney, I 'm sorry, Sir. Speaking as an elected representative from the 

southwest corner of the province, unfortunately the Liberal Party hasn't seen fit yet to have their 
Leader in the House. They seem to be always sitting in  the gallery or somewhere. Consequently I do 
feel that when our party, if and when they do become elected , won't have any problem forming 
policies and projecting them, and until such time as the Liberal Party finds themselves in that position 
I wou ld expect that maybe they'd go on with the business that they're here for, and that is to criticize 
the government that is in power. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. EINARSON: Mr. Chairman, I didn't think we'd have to direct our attention to the Honourable 

Member for Portage la Prairie, but since he is now retiring from the field of pol itics possibly we should 
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do him the honour for just a few moments. The comments he has just made rem inds me of the many 
speeches that he's made in replying to The Throne Speech in the House, I often wonder why he 
wasn't on the government side because that's exactly the way he spoke then as he is speaking 
tonight. And as I reiterate to my col leagues here, he read out the three points by this I ndependent 
Cattlemen's g roup, who were endorsing the Min ister's marketing board with complete powers; I fai l 
to understand how they can entitle themselves with that name for their organization.  

Anyway, Mr. Chairman , as my col league said, when we become government we're prepared to 
answer for the Estimates and I think that that is a fair  comment insofar as our position is concerned. I 
know Mr. Usick, he wondered how we stood on this thing. -(Interjections)- The Member for 
Portage la Prairie is doing the same th ing as the M in ister's friend , M r. Usick - he thought he cou ld set 
a trap for us but he d idn't succeed. 

1 think, Mr. Chairman, with those comments, are we going to continue or are we going to adjourn? 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Comm ittee is in charge of its own affai rs and may adjourn at its wish. 

Resolution 1 4(b) ( 1 )  . . .  
MR. EINARSON: Just a minute, I ' l l  move adjournment, Mr. Chai rman . 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Adjournment has been moved, is it agreed? (Agreed) 
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