
































Monday, April 3, 1978

Industry create jobs you should be expanding government spending in certain areas . I'm not
advocating useless spending, I'm notadvocating wasteful spending, I'm not advocating unnecessary
expenditures, I'm advocating positive government spending that can stimulate the economy.

And you know, we've heard so much about waste — waste in the public sector so-called — that'm
afraid whenthe Task Force looked atit and the government of the day looked at it you really don’t find
that much fat and that much waste, and then when you find that you're cutting back, you're not only
cutting back on jobs but you're cutting back on programs and then you begin to hurt people. You
begin to hurt people, you begin to hurt the aged, you begin to hurt the under-privileged, the
disadvantaged, you begin to hurt the mentally ill, you begin to hurt the people who have problems
with alcoholism, you begin to hurt the children even with the dental care program that you're
freezing. And | know the Premier of this province, the present Premier of this province would dearly
love to cut back and reduce some other social development programs, but he knows that the peopie
of Manitoba are already aroused and that he dare not move too fast much further, but at any rate |
suggest that the people, the electorate of this province were misled in the last election. They were
hoodwinked. They were told all those good NDP programs would be maintained. “We would just
manage them more efficiently”.

Well, what we are seeing is a process of destruction, a process of erosion, a process of elimination
in some cases of some very good programs. And then you turn around at the private sector and if you
want to see waste, if you want to see waste you can see itall around you in the private sector which is
all prevaient in our economy. Certainly the private sector is much bigger than the public, butdon’t tell
me that there’s no waste in the private sector because the waste in the private sector would put any
government in Canada into insignificance in terms of dimension.

When you have, | think Canada has more bank branches per thousand people, or what have you,
than any other country in the world. We've got bank branches, I'm saying this for the benefit of my
honourable fellow member. . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member has three minutes.

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Well, I'll conclude, I'm just saying that excessive bank
branches, excessive retail outlets, excessive advertising, you know, four service stations on one
corner, on one intersection — talk about a waste of resources, and all. . . —(Interjection)— beautiful
country. It was beautiful cojntry. I'm notsure what the honourable member is getting at but the factis
that there's plenty of waste in the private sector.

So in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I'm saying that, try as that Minister may try, and try as his staff
may wish to try, and will try — | know they will — they've got an insuperable challenge, and the
general economic policies of this government is going to make his job and his staff’'s job even that
more impossible than it already is.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. AXWORTHY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | thought you were going to say Saint Rouge which
might be getting closer to the mark. —Interjection)— That's right. That's all that’s left to me. In
coming to this department I'm reminded, Mr. Chairman, that while we are deliberating this evening
on the Estimates for this Minister, inHollywood many miles away they’re also providing rewards, and
| think it's most appropriate that the newest leading man of the Tory Benches should inaugurate this
particular Estimates Session, although after listening to his presentation | think that his award would
not be for the best actor but probably for the best fictional writing. It was a much more appropriate
kind of award for the kind of declaration of wild-eyed optimism that the Minister tried to pass off as
being an accurate portrayal of the economic and industrial climate of Manitoba.

I think it's unfortunate in fact, frankly, Mr. Chairman, that in initiating his Estimates the Minister
didn’'t seefittobeallittle bit more realistic and a little bit more honest in his appraisal of the situationin
Manitoba. | don't think anyone would have accused him of doom and gloom if he had simply tried to
be a little bit more honest in stating the facts of the situation and, with all the generosity and charity
that members of the opposition are well-known for, we have certainly, we wou'ld have been prepared
to allow that he would not have had full time yet to respond to those conditions. But to attempt to
gloss over them and pretend that somehow in the last four months the millennium has already been
reached, and that nothing really need be more done now that private enterprise is in the saddle, no
one needs to drive the horse and that all's right with theworld, and that's mixing metaphors, | realize.
The fact of the matter is that that is not really the kind of performance we would expect from a
Minister of Industry and Commerce8 in a time such as we now face, because there are some
disturbing features about the economy of Manitoba.

| think one simply was reported today by the Department of Manpower and Immigration which
indicated that there is an 8 percent unemploymentrate in the City of Winnipeg, close to 24,000 people
out of work in the city alone, and that somehow the Minister says, “I've got nothing to worry about”. |
would have hoped, Mr. Chairman, that he might have expressed some more concern about those
24,000 unemployed in the City of Winnipeg. He might have shown a higher degree of worry about the
situation that they face and whether, in fact, the kind of policy directions, which is what we're
supposed to be debating, that his government is enunciating through him primarily — he is one of the
chief architects — is really adequate to meeting that particular problem of that very large sort of
mass, and growing mass, of unemployed in the city, and 'm not disregarding the rest of the
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providing fiscal management resources for western Canada, and the conclusion of that DREE report
1s that we are now losing that competitive edge rapidly to the cities of Calgary and Edmonton, that we
are being drained dry by that kind of particular movement and, as a result, the ability to create
economic stimulants is one that should be acknowledged — tryingtobuild. . .—(Interjection)—I am
in the position, as the Minister of Finance said, | may have been in opposition too long, and | have the
position perhaps of providing a certain kind of pox on both your Houses, because | don't think —
(Interjection)— | see the Minister of Highways is now prepared to relinquish his role as government;
he wants to turn it around — he doesn’t want to handle those problems, he simply wants to hand it
back to the other guys.

MR. ENNS: | just want to help you to identify your problems. You know, the position of the Liberal
Party in Manitoba today, that's ali | am trying to do.

MR. AXWORTHY: It's so nice to have the company of the Minister of Highways. It's nice that the
winter season is now coming to an end because he is coming out of his dormant period and is now
beginning to find a little flicker of life in those bones. | thought that he had become just like the
Member for Wolseley, become traumatized with his new experience of government, and now he's
finally back in his old role again of simply providing extraneous superfluous comment from his seat,
which is probably the best place it could come from seeing as that’s the origin for most of the thought.

Mr. Chairman, getting back to the position of the Minister of industry and Commerce, | wouid
simply say that whose faultit may be, or whose stewardship it may have occurred under, he is now the
Minister of industry and Commerce, he is the gentleman to whom these problems must be
addressed, he is the gentleman who must — in his first sort of inauguration as the Minister of this
department — provide for us some estimate of what he intends to do. How is he going to use his
departmental Estimates to try to come to grips with those particular problems? The fact that he
wasn’t even prepared to talk about them first worries me because | begin to think that maybe he
doesn’'t know about them, which is perhaps the worst thing you can say, but if he does know about
them, he seems to assume that the rest of us don’t know about them so he doesn’t have to taik about
them and maybe by not pretending they're there the problems won't exist. It is a kind of curious sort
of metaphysical approach that only a Tory philosopher would be able to derive — that somehow if
you pretend they're not there the problems won't exist.

And so | would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that frankly, those are the kinds of conditioris | would have
expected an honest realistic Minister to have come forward and said, “What better time, Mr.
Chairman.” | mean, sure, he’s only been around five months, he could have done like his other
colleagues have done, laid the trial on those other guys, he couid have said, “Not my fault, not my
fault,” but he didn’t even do that. So my point, Mr. Chairman, is that in the first step that this Minister
has taken, he at least owed us the right to describe accurately the kinds of conditions that this
Province is facing. And then we would have been able to make some proper judgment as to whether
his methods and means were appropriate to those probiems.

We have heard a great deal of blathering today from the Minister without Portfolio, soon to be the
minister without a job, that the problem is one of accountabiiity. The first rule of accountability is to
define your goals and objectives — that is how you start doing proper evaluation, define what you
want to achieve. All we received from the Minister was a lot of prose that could have appeared on
anyone’s election pamphlet. Let’s find out really, if we can dig any further than this because as| said,
the erosion of a competitive edge that this particular Province and this city has enjoyed is now being
taken away from us.

It would have seemed therefore, obvious, that the first major step of the Minister of Industry and
Commerce of the Province of Manitoba would be to say, “Look, we must restore or recapture some of
that action that is taking place in western Canada.” Surely to goodness, our responsibility would
have been to start working towards the elaborration of industrial strategy that would have
incorporated our interest, used our assets, made sure that those big investments going into pipelines
and tar sands, and all that western resource development, that we would have got our fair share of it.
After all, it is federal money going in. But | will suggest, Mr. Chairman, one reason why they are not
prepared to do that — because tue First Minister of this Province and his colleagues have become
under the beguiling weave and trance of the premier of Alberta. His argument is, “Let’s not deal on
federal issues, let's decentralize, let's eliminate all those things — it's every province for himself,
fellas, and if God happened to give usa pool of gas and oil, that's our luck, the rest of you can take the
hindmost.”

Now what the premier of Alberta is prepared to do is to give us high interest loans to put us
perpetually in his debt, but by that very stance that this government has taken, sort of going lock and
step, sort of dogtrotting after the premier of Alberta, accepting his constitutional position, assuming
that his approach to federalism is right, they have automatically locked themselves out from the
ability to provide some bargaining for developing a proper industrial economic strategy for the
prairies that would ensure that we could develop a joint comprehensive ability to get our fair share of
those investments — to make sure that we would begin arguing to say that there should be some
sharing of resources, some sharing of revenues, and some sharing of jobs and occupations coming
out of those.

Mr. Chairman, my point is that this is a government that was elected to go to Ottawa and say those
things, but they didn’t go and say it. Oh no, what they did is that they went down there at those
Economic meetings, | read the Ministers’ speeches — the First Minister was very clear. He was simply
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