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esoteric field for laymen to be involved in utility load growth forecasting  it'sanassumption | share
with the First Minister — can the Minister without Portfolio indicate on what basis the
recommendations were made suggesting downward revision of significant magnitude?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister responsible for the Task Force.

HON. SIDNEY SPIVAK (River Heights): Mr. Speaker, based on an assessment of the historical facts
related to Hydro and the information that is provided | must say ! think that the Honourable First
Minister will, in fact, have that occasion to examine those who will come before the Public Utility
Committee and in addition there is a particular commission or study that's now being undertaken and
1 think that there will be further information which will be of value.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: And thatis to ask the Minister reporting for the Task Force whether he used the
first person pronoun “I”, meaning himself, or is he in a position to indicate who made those
assumptions and those recommendations with respect to a downward revision from 6 percent to
something much less than that?

MR. SPIVAK: Mr. Speaker, in terms of the Task Force, there's a coilective responsibitity of ail the
members of the Task Force who were in fact commissioned by the government to bring forward
recommendations, and when | use the word “1,” | talk in terms of the Task Force itself, notin terms of
myself. But | must say that the information that was supplied to the Task Force, the information upon
which judgments were made, were made on the best evidence available, and the recommendations
were brought forward on the basis of an assessment made by those who believe thatthat assessment
in fact could be made.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, I'm not suggesting it wasn't made in full faith, the question is, was it
made with the full facts? And I'd like to ask the Minister if he can indicate whether this collective Task
Force — well, I'd like to ask the Minister, was it the totality of the Task Force or was it a sub-committee
of the Task Force that delved into matters pertaining to utility rate load forecasts?

MR.SPIVAK: Mr. Speaker, the methodology with respectto the Task Force is contained in Volume
One of the Task Force Report and there were several sources of information and several sources of
review, one of which was a review of Crown corporations by a review team who in fact provided
recommendations, but that was not the only source of information provided, nor did they conduct the
only interviews that were taken with respect to appropriate officials.

MR. SCHREYER: Last supplement.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Yes, and that is to ask the Minister if he can indicate at least thismuch: were there
any members or member of the Task Force that was, one could say, with electrical engineering
background or utility senior management background?

MR. SPIVAK: Well Mr. Speaker, you know, it's very difficult for me to know the full backgrounds of
all the individuals who participated. The particular positions that many of the officials hold are known
and the academic background of many are known, but | can't in any way — but to suggest, Mr.
Speaker, and | think this is the important question for the Leader of the Opposition, to suggest that
the members had a particular expertise which was in fact necessary for a judgment and evaluation, |
can't suggest that. But | think the Task Force approached this on the basis of facts and information
that were presented to them, and if in fact there was information that was not presented, then, Mr.
Speaker, it would fall on the shoulders of those who were responsible for producing thatinformation.
If there is a void at all. And I’'m not suggesting, Mr. Speaker, that that is in fact the case.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, | want to direct a question to the Minister of Highways. Is it
true that he intends to introduce legislation to eliminate variances on the driver’s license due to sex
and age?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Highways.
HON. HARRY J. ENNS (Lakeside): Mr. Speaker, in the first instance, | don’t know whether any
legislation is required, whether it's not a matter of internal adjustments of rates by the Insurance

Corporation but in any event if any change is contemplated, the members of this Chamber witl be the
first to know, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for EImwood.
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): |believe, Mr. Speaker, that the 6.88 only represents a part of
the year; it's actually 5. something, so it’s not that.

And as to whether | have given any guidelines, that is still confidentiality at the bargaining table.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. LEONARD S.EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to address a question to the Minister of
Agriculture. I'd like to ask the Minister of Agriculture a question related to the current Manitoba Milk
Control Board Hearings, which adjourned on Wednesday.

Is the Honourable Minister looking into the matter of whether, either the Legislation should be
changed quickly, or perhaps a change in regulations, in order to allow consumer groups access to
financial data of processors that are applying for an increase in milk. The consumer groups are being
hamstrung in the presentation of their brief because of lack of data on financial operations of such
companies, and my question is, is the Minister looking into the matter of changing his regulations, or
if necessary the legisiation, to enable such data to be made available to consumer groups?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agricuiture.
MR. DOWNEY: No I'm not, at this time, Mr. Speaker.

MR. EVANS: Well, in view of the importance of this particular item of milk being a very basic
commodity, and as my colleague the Member for Winnipeg Centre has pointed out, affecting peopie
particularly on lower incomes of which there are too many in theis province, would the Honourable
Minister agree to look into the matter, so that consumer groups can present an adequate case
without having their hands tied behind their backs as itis now, in analysing the submissions made by
processors in particular for an increase in prices?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, | wondered if the Honourable Minister was going to answer. I'm not sure.
is he not going to answer or is he going to answer?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR.DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated there is no intention of our office doing that at this time,
of looking into the changing of any legisiations in regard to the Milk Control Board.

MR. EVANS: Well then a final supplementary question. Is the Minister not concerned that there are
some major processors who are not requesting an increase because obviously they’'re making
sufficient profits and is he not concerned that . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Questions of concern are really not relevant in the Question Period at
this time. The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. A. R. (Pete) ADAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, to the same Minister. Due to the fact that he
doesn't intend to do anything and leading from questions by my colleague, the Member for Winnipeg
Centre, could the Minister of Agriculture prevail upon the Minister of Labour to allow the minimum
wage to increase so that the consumers will not be obliged to ride on the backs of the producers'
would the Minister of Agriculture undertake to convince his colleagues in Cabinet to allow ti
minimum wage to increase so that they won't have to ride on the backs of the producers?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fiin Flon.

MR. THOMAS BARROW: [ direct my question to the Minister of Health, Mr. Speaker. Is it a fact that
government is planning on laying off employees at the Thompson hospital?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

HON. L. R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): It's certainly not a fact that the government is planning
on doing so, Mr. Speaker.

MR. BARROW: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. How many are involved and do you pian on
replacing them at another place of work?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.
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MR. EVANS: Well, i thank the Honourable Minister for nis positive answer. There is a problem, Mr.
Speaker, and part of my question related, previously at least, to the timing of it. Would the
Honourable Minister, as the protector of consumer interests as it were of this province, look into this
matter expeditiously and perhaps see that regulations are changed in this matter so that in these
current hearings which are very vital, in these current hearings that the consumer groups can have
access to financial data in order that they can properly present a case. It's a very serious matter; it's
affecting hundreds of thousands of peopie in this province.

MR. McGILL: Yes, Mr. Speaker, we'll examine the regulations to ensure that there are no
impediments that prevent consumer groups from adequately representing their interests.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Logan.

MR. WILLIAM JENKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and is relating to the hearings presently before the Milk Control Board. When | asked him
earlier in the session when the temporary increase, | believe of 2.73 cents per litre, was temporarily
granted to the milk producers for metrification, is this now being taken into consideration before the
present hearings of the Milk Board because | don’t see how 2.73 is going to go on into perpetuity.
Certainly the Minister must feel that at some time or another that metrification process will be
finished, and is that being considered by the Milk Contro! Board at the present time?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, | cannot say specifically that that particular problem or announcement
is part of the present hearings as explained to the member at the time his question was put. My advice
was that the 2.73 per litre was the cost of the conversion to the metric containers, and it was my
further understanding that, after experience under the conversion, this would be re-examined to
determine whether that was, in fact, completely necessary or whether some adjustment should be
made.

MR. JENKINS: A supplementary question. Could the Minister inform the House when the Milk
Board would be reviewing the changeover to metrification? Is it going to be this year some time, next
year, or ten years from now? | mean how long is it going to take to pay for the change in metrification?

MR. McGILL: Well, Mr. Speaker, | know the Member for Logan realizes that | cannot speak for the
Milk Control Board to tell the member in advance what their program and time table will be butitisa
question that might very properly be put to the chairman of the Milk Control Board.

MR. JENKINS: A final supplementary question. | wonder if the Minister would undertake to table in
this House the consistence of the present Milk Contro! Board and showing what groups they
represent — which group represent consumers and which group represent producers and which
group represent the final processors of milk — some time in the future.

MR. McGILL: Well, Mr. Speaker, | believe that the Milk Control Board comes properly under the
responsibility of my colleague, the Minister of Agriculture. The terms of reference and the Annual
Report of that Board are documents, | believe, that are available to the House.

MR. JENKINS: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if | could just refer that question then to the Minister of
Agricuiture and ask if he wouid comply with that request.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Winnipeg Centre.

MR. BOYCE: Mr. Speaker, perhaps we should have a short seminar on the history and function of
the Mitk Control Board, and a good person to ask perhaps would be Mr. Monk who has been on it' |
think, since 1931 when it started. | wonder if the Minister of Health would take as notice aquestion. It
appears as if the hospitals are automatically putting infants in their maternity wards on soy bean
substitutes for milk. It's Friday morning, and the chirper from the corner whose tactics, Mr. Speaker,
when somebody wants to be a little serious around here is to try to ham it up. | get alittle bit tired of it
once in a while. He has absolutely no interest in the people in the City of Winnipeg and their problems
which are a critical nature at the moment relative to milk.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. | would hope that the member would ask his question.
The Honourable Member for Winnipeg Centre.

MR.BOYCE: | would be only too glad to ask the question, Mr. Speaker, and 1 hope you will protect
me from the inane comments of the . . . | will repeat it, and | ask the Minister to take it as notice that
there is evidence that the hospitals automatically put infants in their maternity wards on milk
substitutes, the brand names of which all end in “lac”, without the consent, or even the awareness. |
would suggest, of the parents of these children. Would he take it as notice and have his staff
investigate it and report to this House?
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every effort to do that.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, again, can the Minister then explain how he was able to find 6.8 percent
for the medical profession and 2.9 percent for the nursing profession?

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate that question from my honourable friend because it
gives me a chance again to try to explain the increase in the fee schedule, under which the MMA, or
most of the MMA practices. The increase is 6.88 percent over what in effectis 15 months because we
moved them from a calendar year to a fiscal year. Therefore the 12 month increase is 5.16 percent.
That level was struck in close, intensive, and co-operative consultation with the medical profession,
recognizing that that profession has a substantial operating cost attendant upon the practice of their
professions, the maintenance of their offices. So a substantial portion of 5.16 percentis an operating
cost pass through and there is some dispute as to whether the final income improvement figure for
the physicians, for the professionals is 1.6 percent or 2.6 percent or 3 percent, butit's certainly in that
range.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR.DOERN: Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary. | am referring to remarks by Mrs. Joyce Gleason,
in which she expressed a concern in an intent to collect information and document apparent
irrational moves in regard to cutbacks and the fact that there was some concern about providing safe
nursing care and safeguarding patient welfare. This was her remark. | want to know whether the
Minister has any information that is negative or that could be negative resulting from the
government’s policy of providing 2.9 percent, or whether he is just blithely proceeding on the
assumption that there are no dangers, no problems, to patients and to health care in Manitoba.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr' Speaker, | can assure my honourable friend | am not just blithely proceeding
on assumptions. | respect Mrs. Gleason’s argument. | notonly respectit, | expectit,and i would think
my honourable friend would expect it too. | would be operating in a fool's paradise if | didn’t expect
there would be that kind of approach that responsible professionals would take with respect to their
own budgetary areas, but we are monitoring the whole situation very closely regularly; | have assured
the Leader of the Opposition of that and | have no evidence of the kind that the Honourable Member
for EImwood has asked me about. None, as yet, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Vital.

MR. D.JAMES WALDING: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Honourable Minister of
Health. Does the Minister have an estimate of the total number of dollars needed for the present year
to cover that 6.88 percent for the doctors?

MR. SHERMAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

MR. WALDING: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Would the Minister be prepared to share that
information with the House?

MR. SHERMAN: Well, it will come up in my estimates of course, Mr. Speaker, but it’s roughly 5.7
million.

MR. WALDING: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Can the Ministerinform the House in advance
of his estimates whether that amount of 5.7 million is included in the printed estimates?

MR. SHERMAN: Absolutely, and underlined, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H.JORGENSON( Morris): 1 move, seconded by the Minister of Agriculture that Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair and House resolve itself into a Committee to consider the Supply to
be granted to Her Majesty.

MOTION presented and carried and the House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply with the

Honourable Member for Radisson in the Chair for the Department of Education and the Honourable
Member for Crescentwood in the Chair for the Department of Highways.

CONCURRENT COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY — HIGHWAYS
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MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, | don't know the exact relationship. My understanding is that that is a
highway that’s paid for by the province. If I'm wrong there, | would appreciate being corrected.

MR. ENNS: The original highway was paid for by the province and then turned over to the city and is
then treated like any other grant thing in terms of mile support for maintenance.

MR. USKIW: Well, again, Mr. Chairman, | don't think we should lose sight of that important aspect.
Who should take the initiative is probably here nor there. | think what the important thing is that what
we should do is attempt to set up systems which are life-saving systems. One tragedy is one too many
if it can be avoided should be the philosophy in my opinion and that certainly planners and designers,
| think, could work together with the City people to either act in an advisory capacity or whatever to
bring about the sort of optimum in safety standards.

The other related question to safety still has to do with the increasing amounts of traffic other
than vehicles, well unless you describe bicycles as vehicles, but I'm talking about bicycies,
motorcycles and mopeds and so on, where either it's got to be more education for the general driving
public or perhaps some extra facility built to accommodate that kind of traffic but it seems to be just
too frequent an occurence, the collisions that take place between motorcars and bicycles or
motorcyles where the latter really have not much of achance for survival. | don't know what the policy
is of the department in this regard but | think that’s an area that does require a great deal of attention
and | think we’re going to see more and more people traveiling by way of the bicycle, the motorcycle
andI so0 on, because of the cost of energy, the cost of the vehicles and so on. | don’t think it's going to
be less.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, the Member for Lac du Bonnet allows me to comment perhaps at a little
greater length about one of the difficulties that the Department of Highways constantly faces and if |
can expand it to the entire operation of the Department. The Department of Highways is often heid up
as the villian in the piece, for instance, when somebody wishes to locate either a commercial
enterprise at what he deems to be a favourabie intersection or wants direct access onto a highway
with fast-moving traffic. The Department of Highways has to resist these encroachments for
precisely the reasons the Honourable Member {or Lac du Bonnet is bringing it to the attention of the
committee. On the other hand, the Department of Highways is constantly — and is sensitive to the
kind of areas where we do have safety problems and | would have to say that it probably ranks at the
top of the list in terms of priority setting for the department. There are often other pressures on the
department to provide X number of hundreds of thousands of dollars, orindeed millions of dollars, to
provide for, let’s say do away with a level crossing of a major intersection and put in the $4 miilion or
$5 million interchange, cloverleaf if you like, that we all know is necessary to eventually solve a
hazardous corner where two trunk highways meet or where density of traffic and rate of ascents tell
us that that ought to be done. | think if you review the Estimates of the Department, we are trying to do
that within the capabilities of the budget. We are in this year hopefully going to be addressing
ourselves to at least two or three more major intersections. | refer to the four-laning of Highway 7 into
and where it joins the Perimeter; the four-laning of Highway 12 where it joins Trans-Canada. These
two areas have extremely dense traffic patterns and we recognize and certainly thatis as much of the
reason why they are on the program.

The overall question though of safety, | believe, has to be kept in perspective and | would ask the
members to recall my opening comments. | think that we can take some satisfaction that the safety
record, despite a 4 percent increase in registered drivers in the province this year, despite a 6 percent
increase in registered vehicles this year, that we have recorded a 15 percent decrease in fatalities this
year and I'm told by the Registrar of Vehicles that we, in fact, enjoy one of the best safety records on
our highways of any jurisdiction in Canada. | think that that ought not to be forgotten and it says
something that the department is cognizant of the matters raised by the Honourable Member for Lac
du Bonnet and that we do put into our design and into our planning of traffic arteries, the kind of
safety features that, at the moment, technology says we can and dollars says we can. | think that's an
ongoing process, one that will never really come to an end.

I think if you travel the highways, certainly over the past period, whether you take any special
period of time, the last ten years, the last five years, that you will constantly see some improvements,
whether it's in better reflectorized signing of highways, whether it's in better aggregates on the
surface of highways where it has been brought to our attention that one type of surfacingprovidesa
hazardous situation under certain weather conditions. The department is innovative in these things.

| can indicate to honourable members. just as a matter of a little side story of interest, the
Department is this year purchasing some 20 tons, | believe, of material from a Swiss company in co-
operation with the Federal Government, that consists of a chemical that is mixed right into the
asphalt and that apparently will keep under reasonable temperature conditions the asphalt or the
roadway free of ice, without the physical application of similar chemicals, salts, etc., that are used.
Now, we have some doubts as to whether that can be applied in any great way for our conditions but
we are certainly prepared to experiment in particular areas such as cloverleaf overpasses, where we
have extremely hazardous conditions when motorists find themselves waking up to a morning of
glare ice before highway crews can be out to sand and to make safe the approaches to these
overpasses, we have a high rate of accidents. This is a program that we are experimenting with. The
Federa! Government is co-operating with other provinces, | believe, in a similar program. We are
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talking more dollars, and | hope that the Committee will support the Highways Ministry when those
dollars are necessary to be found.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Winnipeg Centre, unless he’s prepared to waive to the Member
for Flin Flon.

MR. BOYCE: Well, perhaps the Member for Flin Flon could go first, Mr. Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Flin Fion.

MR. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, | just have one question; I'l be very brief. Well, we are very
concerned about No. 10 highway, of course. We've done a tremendous amount of work on it, and
what we'd like to know is, will you continue the original plan to straighten that highway from Flin Flon
to Bakers Narrows, will it continue?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, I'm prepared to acknowledge that the Honourable Member for Flin Flon
hadn’t been at the Committee prior. We are now dealing with the Planning and Design, but we can
answer it on this question too.

We are completing that portion of the work which considerably straightens out, I think reduces by
some — what, six miles or something like that? —(Interjection)— from Flin Flon to Bakers Narrows.
It's in the pink program, if you have not received it, Mr. Barrow, | would ask that you receive it.
Substantial work is carrying on on that project.

MR. BARROW: Thank you, Mr. Minister.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Winnipeg Centre.

MR. BOYCE: | have a number of questions, Mr. Chairman, and when we're talking about planning
and design, you have to understand the kind of priorities of the Minister, and perhaps I'll give him the
areas of the questions and his staff can brief him, perhaps, and refresh his memory on some of them.

The first one is relative to the Perimeter Highway; the second is relative to the beltway system; the
third is the Sherbrook-McGregor overpass; and the fourth is the upgrading of the municipal road
system relative to strengthening the main highway systemto 110,000. And the fifth one is specifically
with the redesign of the road to Thompson.

So, on the first one, Mr. Chairman, this is under Planning and Design, and the original plans call
for completion of the Perimeter Highway, roughly from the Birds Hill Road around 15. | wonder if the
Minister could advise us what his plans are for this particular section of the Perimeter system.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, the Department of Highways in allocating X number of dollars in any
given part of the province bears in mind the kind of money that is being spentin a particular area. One
of the reascns why the completion of the Perimeter Highway in the particular area referred to by the
Honourable Member for Winnipeg Centre , they have been spendingin the last number of years, five,
six years, pretty intensive inlay of dollarsin the four faning of Lagimodiere and that has had the effect
of putting back or down the ladder in priorities, the completion of the Perimeter in that area. The
plans for that completion have not been abandoned, | should indicate to the honourabie member, but
as we are pressed for various reasons, traffic patterns, density of traffic patterns, accident problems
in other areas, in that particular northeastern part of the city and exit of the city, the priorities of the
department are dedicated to the continuation of four laning of 59, and have been in the past
immediate number of years the four laning of Lagimodiere. There has been substantial investmentin
terms of the Department of Highways in that area and that kind of allocation of dollars have
precluded the completion of the Perimeter at this particular time.

Mr. Chairman, just by way of information, these are the kinds of questions the departmenth o consider.
The estimated cost of completing that portion of the Perimeter is $25 million and that is 1975 aollars. Now,
those $25 million, if | were to ask the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet or indeed even others, whether
they would prefer to have that dedicated to continuation of four laning of 59 or to the Perimeter, that's how the
priorities are being set up.

MR. BOYCE: Mr. Chairman, | understand the vastness of the project, but that doesn’t change the
situation. It's going to cost the City of Winnipeg about $60 miliion in 1975 doilars to replace the
aqueduct which is going to have to be replaced. But in the Boundary Commission Report which must
be tabled in the House next year. | think that you will find that the influx of pecple into that Oak Bank-
Hazel-ridge-Cooks Creek district is such that time is working against them. But can the Minister
advise us at this time what his policy is relative to the beltway.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman. on the two second questions that were posed by the member to the
Committee in reference to the beltway, in reference to Sherbrook-McGregor Overpass, again the
same reply that | gave to the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet applies. We do not, the
Department of Highways. initiate these programs, these are entirely within jurisdiction of the City of
Winnipeg. We certainly assist if and when the city is prepared to move forward on any of these
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