


Thursday, May 11, 1978

ORAL QUESTIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to address a question to the Minister of Northern
Affairs. | wonder if the Minister could confirm that on Monday, March 27, 1978, he told The
Thompson Citizen that he and the Education Minister had met with the Grants Commission during
the past week and reached an agreement for the continuation of the Inter-Universities North
Program nextyear? i wonder if he would confirm that he made that statement to the press, as quoted?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, | think we could take up an awful ot of the time in this House if we
repeatedly debated the merits of statements that are particularly made in the press, and I'm not
prepared to debate them at this particular time.

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Speaker, it would take less time if the Minis  wouid say, “Yes, | made
that statement,” or “No, the press has once again misquoted me.” | wonder if he could clarify his
answer yesterday in regard to my question about the Native News Service; | wasn’t sure of his answer
because it went on for a long time. Did he say that he was misquoted or that he had not told the truth
to that news agency?

MR. MacMASTER: Well, | guess when we're talking about answering questions we could afso tatk
about how we ask them. The statement that | made in reference to the particular publication that the
Member for The Pas refers to, | said, and | think I'm correct, that at the end of last year there would
appear to be an $84,000 retained earnings figure, but that in itself could not be totally accepted
because there had been in the neighbourhood of three-quarters of a miilion doilars put into the
particular operation in question, which is the Minago Construction outfit, in the last two years, in the
form of grants. And | believe that's what | said yesterday, and 1 don’t know if there’s any controversy
about that particular statement that | made here.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | wonder, rather than refer to the news story, wouid the Minister tell
the House whether or not he and the Minister of Education met with the Universities Grants
Commission on the Inter-Universities North Program?

MR. MacMASTER: | did not meet with the Universities Grants Commission, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr.Speaker, | have a question for the Attorney-General. | wonder if the Attorney-
General would confirm that the government has decided not to proceed at this time with the
development of the unified Family Court in St. Boniface, and notto proceed at least untii 1979 or later
with that decision.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, the decision has been made to defer that particular project until the
next fiscal year. We have communicated with the Department of Justice who have confirmed that the
funds will be available to proceed with that particuiar project next year, and | might point out that it
has not been ,sual for any of these projects to be « zrred because they have been deferred or
delayed in a number of other provinces because of uniiculties in getting them under way.

While I'm on my feet, Mr. Speaker, | might respond to a question that was asked by the Member for
Fort Rouge on April 19, who asked: In view of the report that was issued nationally concerning the
substantial increase in the number of wiretaps across the country, can the Attorney-General indicate
whether that increase, the two or three multiple increase in wiretaps is also taking place in the
Province of Manitoba, and has he issued a report concerning the incidence of wiretap use in the
province lately?

Mr. Speaker, a comparison of the 1376 and 1977 statistics reveals approximately the same level of
applications in interceptions in both calendar years, and the report covering the period from January
1, 1977, to December 31, 1977, pursuant to the provisions of the Criminal Code will be published in
the Manitoba Gazette shortly.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.
MR. AXWORTHY: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. On the question of the Family Court, could the

Minister now confirm that he has received a communique from the Minister of Justice in Ottawa, that
the Federal contribution to the unified Family Court is going to be transferred to another province,
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, several days ago there were questions directed with
regard to the senior citizens’ extension of school tax rebate and! principally from the Member for St.
Johns and | think the Member for Brandon East. Mr. Speaker, in summary the extension of the rebate
program will provide for an additional 7,848 pensioner homeowners who will have their full school
taxes covered by the provincial assistance, and of these 3,845 or 49 percent have income under
$5,000; 6,405 or 82 percent have incomes under $10,000; 7,453 or 95 percent have incomes under
$15,000 and the remainder, 395 or 5 percent would have incomes over $15,000.00.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Johns.

MR. SAUL CHERNIACK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | thank the Honourable Minister for his
information. May | clarify? Are those the statistics as they apply to the present legislation ?
Legislation that we now have which does not include the Provincial Government's budgetary
announcement on the increased amount for pensioners.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, the numbers referred to, as | said, the 7,000 are the additional numbers
who will have their full school taxes paid for.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the information given by the Honourable Minister.
May t ask him if he would not consider responding to the several repeated requests for information on
the statistics according to income of those benefits that have been received by pensioners under the
existing legislation, that is, under the pre-budget formula.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, it may be possible to gain these. | understood the question to be what the
new provision would make for in the way of extended benefits to senior citizens. I've attempted to
answer that question and I've put it as concisely as possible.

With regard to the total numbers, there have been total numbers given and the total numbers, as |
indicated before, were that 95 percent of those in rented accommodation are nnvered by the pre-
existing legislation; 57 percent of those who were in their own homes were cove |. This raises the
number from 57 percent to roughly 75 percent of those in their own homes and wuse receiving the
benefits are in the income category I've indicated today.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker, may | request the Honourable Minister to look back at the
questions which | believe were accepted for information to give us a statistical analysis by income of
the people who had their school taxes paid under the legislation which existed prior to the budget. It
seems to me so very clear. Maybe the information is there but, Mr. Speaker, | have not yet received it
and | would request the Minister again to give it to us and maybe have the temerity to suggest that the
document he’s reading from may contain the information and rather than a summary, maybe . he
could give us that document.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, | presume that information was possibly put on the record last year when
the program, as it pre-existed under the former government, was discussed and some changes were
made last year in the rebate program itself. | presume it's already on the record.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker, may | point out to the Honourable Minister that I’'m not aware that it
was there and I'm not presuming that it was. I'm asking the Minister whether he’s prepared to give us
that information and frankly, Mr. Speaker, if he says he’s not prepared to, I'd much rather he said so
rather than talk around the subject. It's a simple request that I've been making all along.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, ifthe member wishes to look in the records, | can only presume thatitisin
the records from his administration. If he wants further information and detail, he can file an Order for
Return and we'll have a ook at it.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker, on a matter of privilege, | have not had any administrative
responsibility for at least three years so | don’'t know what he's speaking about when he’s talking
about my administration.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, there was a series of questions from the Honourable Member for
Rupertsland in relationship to freight service for the people within the Bloodvein and Matheson
Island area:

(a) !f there would be a freight service provided this year — and the answer to that is yes.

(b) He wanted to know what type of proposals had been forthcoming and | told him that we had
received a variety of types from two private individuals who were prepared to provide this serviceand,
in addition to that, were prepared to consider leasing the Edgar Wood barge.

The last question | believe he asked in this vein was if the community leaders had been contacted,
talked to about the possibilities of them leasing the barge and going into business themselves. | had
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but my understanding is that there will be expansion, or the potential for expansion, inthe operation
of that particular company in Manitoba notwithstanding the fact that a head office cadre will be
moving to Vancouver.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. PARASIUK: P'dliiketoinform the First Minister, who occasionally has been accused of having a
faulty memory, if he would consult with Premier Lougheed of Alberta, Conservative Alberta, a
province which he would consider a totalitarian government, to determine what that government did
when Pacific Western Airlines . . .
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. | would like to draw all honourable members’ attention to the gallery,
where we have 23 pupils of Grades Seven to and Nine standing from the McKenzie High School of
Dauphin under the direction of Mrs. Oresko. This school is in the constituency of the Honourable
Member for Dauphin.

Likewise, we have 50 students from Keewatin Public School, under the direction of Mr. Merredew.
This school is in the Province of Ontario, and we welcome you all here this afternoon.

The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. PARASIUK: Thankyou, Mr. Speaker. | would like to complete the question that 1 didn’t have the
opportunity to complete just now. I'd like to ask the First Minister if he will consult with Premier
Lougheed of Conservative Alberta, to determine what that government did when Pacific Western
Airlines threatened the economy of Alberta by announcing that it intended to move its head offices
from Calgary to Vancouver.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. EDWARD SCHREYER (Rossmere): Mr. Speaker, my question to the Minister of Health flows
tfrom what | will term as an apparent, perhaps not real, contradiction between two Ministers of the
Crown. It is to ask the Minister of Health if, the other day when in reply to a question from this side, he
indicated that the general policy and practice at area hospitals was to have, or cause, a change of
hospital linen. Mr. Speaker, the question is not to be guffawed at, because what is involved here is
perhaps contradiction arising out of confusion between two Ministers of the Crown, or dishonesty;
it's one or the other. —(Interjection)— Well, I'll be very blunt. When the Minister of Health, inreplytoa
question from this side, said that the practice was —(interjection)— There’s no desperation, Mr.
Speaker — there is desperation which arises out of a mean, tight-fisted policy that doesn’t seem to
care about some of the more important. . . —(Interjection)— And then to pawn it off as professional
discretion! Professional discretion with what, Sir, when budgets are overcut? —(Interjection)— The
only demeaning, Mr. Speaker, that is taking piace, is that of the First Minister, with apparent small-
mindedness on his part. —(Interjection)—

MR. SPEAKER: Order please.Has the Honourable Government House Leader a point of privilege?

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): No, it's not a point of privilege, it's simply a question of
order. This happens to be the oral question period, and | wish that the Leader of the Opposition would
confine himself to asking questions of the Minister, and not making speeches. Why doesn’t he come
into the House when the time arrives for making speecr and make them?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, I'm well aware that I'm out of order, but | teli you, Sir, thataslong as
there are interjections, there will be digressions from me, in response to every single . . . —
(Interjection)— And as long as there are no interjections, | will pose the question in conventional
tashion; as long as there are interjections from the seat of the pants of the First Minister, | will
continue to digress; let that be clear.

I'm prepared to ask a conventional guestion. but not if there are interjections. —(Interjections)—
Well, the rules are there to be enforced, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. | hope all members of the House will allow a courtesy toany member
of the House when he has the floor.
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: My question, Sir, is to ask the Minister if he can clarify, so that there need be no
need for questioning integrity or honesty, whether the other day in reply to a question from this side
he indicated that the general policy and practice, as he was advised, was to have achange of hospital
lin.en in area hospitals ona frequency of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday — that he meant thatto
mean four days a week, or two days a week, meaning Monday and Thursday of one week, and
Tuesday and Friday of the following week? If that is so, Mr. Speaker, | should like to ask the Minister
of Health how he can account for the Minister Without Portfolio, in a public statement, saying that the
policy is to have a change of hospital linen four times per week. Obviously one Minister is
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health services or the quality of health care suffer. We believe that the program that’s in place at the
present time is a realistic and a practical one, and that quality service can be maintained within those
constraints. I'm monitoring that daily. | welcome the advice, the comments, the reports that the
Leader of the Opposition gets on the same situation, whenever he wishes to offer them, and | will
investigate each one of them.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Member for EImwood.

MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct a question to the First Minister. Since the
City’s Executive Policy Committee passed a motion this morning in line with D. . MacDonald's
recommendation that the City now is going to accelerate public works projects in relation to a
stagnant construction industry, will the province now do its share by lifting the freeze on
construction?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR.LYON: Mr. Speaker, the question of the scheduling of provincial capital works is under regular
review, and as and when the financial position of the province permits, there will be other projects
freed-up from the freeze, when it's consistent with fiscal responsibility.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, since it's crucial at this time of year to make that decision, | ask the First
Minister whether he has any concern for the welfare of construction workers, architects and
engineers, or is he the Minister who indicated to members of the architectural profession that they
should either wither and die, or leave the province?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for EiImwood with a final supplementary.

MR. DOERN: | would like to ask the First Minister another question, which | see he has had time to
reflect on. Is he prepared to admit today that the Roblin administration built the Norquay Building, a
statement that he denied Tuesday night?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. A.R. (Pete) ADAM: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Agriculture undertook
to provide some information on Monday in regard to a meeting at Elkhorn sponsored by local area
farmers with Mr. Church in attendance. The question that the Minister was supposed to provide for
me or investigate for me was, was there a resolution passed unanimously at this meeting opposing an
introduction of a check-off on beef without a referendum? The Minister undertook to provide this
information, and I'm just wondering if he has that information now?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, | believe the question was asked, “Could |
proceed to look into whether there was a resolution came forward from that meeting?” | have not
received the information at this time in writing. As | said there was some verbal discussion with the
person from the department there and | will provide the information when it is received. —
(Interjection)— No, very shortly.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: | move, seconded by the Minister of Public Works, that Mr. Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee to consider of the Supply to be granted
to Her Majesty.

MOTION presented and carriedand the House resolved itseif into a Committee of Supply with the

Honourable Member for Radisson in the Chair for the Department of Education and the Honourable
Member for Crescentwood in the Chair for the Department of Municipal Affairs.

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY — MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. Warren Steen: Gentlemen, we have a quorum. We are on Page 61, Municipal
Affairs. As the Minister of Highways and Public Works often said during his Estimates, “We'll go page

by page.”
Municipal Affairs, Item No. 1, General Administration, (b) Administrative Salaries. The Minister of
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members; Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right, then we'll ask the Clerk if he would make sufficient copies for most
members. The Member for St. George.

MR. URUSKI: That's it on this area, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Seven Oaks, then the Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. SAUL MILLER: Thank you, Mr.Chairman. am curious about what capital carry-over there stiil
is in Municipal Affairs. In the statement distributed by the Minister of Finance on May 2, heindicated a
carry-over of $1,661,600.00. There was no Capital vote for Municipal Affairs in 1978-79, and I'm
wondering whether this amount has been expended or whether simply allocated, and is there any
further unexpended authority from previous years, or unallocated from previous years?

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, the commitment carry-over comes about as a result of the transfer
of the Job Office to the Department of Municipal Affairs, and the commitment carry-over is
$1,661,000.00.

MR. MILLER: Well, is that Capital, or is that Current? And is that Capital money?

MR. MERCIER: Capital, | believe. Capital carry-over.

MR. MILLER: All right, so it's carried over into 1978-79.

MR. MERCIER: That's correct.

MR.MILLER: Andhasitbeenallocated for a specific purpose? Isit goingto be spent? Or has itbeen
spent?

MR. MERCIER: It hasn't been spent. There are sufficient applications in under these programs to
cover the full amount of the capital carry-over, but the final decision on whether or not they will be
expended has not been made.

MR. MILLER: All right, then this $1.6 million is to cover certain projects which were under the
Provincial Job Office, which is now under your domain, and this is Capital moneys which may or may
not be expended, this is what you're saying. Is there any . . .

MR. MERCIER: They're committed, but not spent.

MR. MILLER: Yes, committed but not spent. Are there any carry-overs from previous years, 1976,
1975, which were not committed and not spent?

MR. MERCIER: No, that's the total amount the Minister of Finance reported in the document that he
tabled in the House.

MR. MILLER: Yes. The document does include certain 1978-79 current capital vote and the carry-
over authority from the previous year. The question is, is there any from previous — going back,
because we know that in some instances it goes back to 1975, you know, little bits and pieces, about
$30 million.

MR. MERCIER: There is not to my knowledge any . . .

MR. MILLER: Not in this.

MR. MERCIER: No, this is what the Finance Department has reported to us.

MR. MILLER: | see. Okay, fine. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. URUSK!: Mr. Chairman, I think I'll let it go at the moment; I've got the information.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. 1.(b}—pass. 1.(c}—Other Expenditures —pass — the Member for
Wellington.

MR. CORRIN: . . .on 1.(b}, | was wondering if that organizational chart could be returned, there
may be some questions. It's very difficult to put things in perspective without the chart.

2034








































































